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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention provides a file management system that
includes a file indexing framework that allows third parties to
contribute index handlers that are responsible for populating
index entries for the artifacts they own and/or generate. The
framework manages the creation, maintenance, and update of
the index, and calls the index handlers at appropriate times so
they can parse files that they understand for values that need
to be stored in the index. The framework also provides APIs
for querying the standardized fields of the index, so applica-
tions can search for standard types of data contributed for any
of the indexed files. The present invention also provides a
mechanism to keep track of symbolic name associations for
every file/entity in the system. Specifically, the present inven-
tion provides a session-based and transient shadow table of
symbolic names previously used by the files (even beyond the
lifetime of the files themselves).
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