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446 flick • floater 
ash off her sleeve) ~ vi 1 : to go or pass quickly or abruptly <a bird 
~ed by) (~ing through some papers) 2: to direct flicks at something 

•flick N [short for 2flicker] (1926): MOVIE 
'flick-er \'fli-kar\ vb flick-ered; flick-er-ing \-k(a-)rir)\ [ME flikeren, 
fr. OF. flicorian] vi (bef. 12c) 1 : to move irregularly or unsteadily 
: FLUTTER 2 : to burn or shine fitfully or with a fluctuating light 3 
: to appear briefly ~ vt 1 : to cause to flicker 2 : to produce by 
flickering — flick-er-ing-ly \-k(a-)rirj-le\ adv 

•flicker n (1849) 1 a : an act of flickering b : a sudden brief move­
ment c : a momentary quickening <a ~ of anger) d : a slight indica­
tion : HINT <a ~ of recognition) 2 : a wavering light 3 : MOVIE — 
often used in pi. — flick-ery \'fli-k(a-)re\ adj 

flicker n [prob. imit. of its call] (1809) : a large barred and spotted 
No. American woodpecker (Colaptes auratus) with a brown back that 
commonly forages on the ground for ants — compare RED-SHAFTED 
FLICKER. YELLOW-SHAFTED FLICKER 

flick-knife \'flik-,nif\ n (1957) Brit: SWITCHBLADE 
flied past of 2FLY 
fli-er \'fli(-a)r\ n (15c) 1 : one that flies; specif: AIRMAN 2 : a reck­
less or speculative venture — usu. used in the phrase take a flier 3 usu 
flyer : an advertising circular 

'flight \'flit\ it, often attrib [ME, fr. OE flyht; akin to MD vlucht flight, 
OE fleogan to fly] (bef. 12c) 1 a : an act or instance of passing 
through the air by the use of wings <the ~ of a bee) b : the ability to 
fly js natural to birds) 2 a : a passing through the air or through 
space outside the earth's atmosphere <~ of an arrow) <~ of a rocket to 
the moon) b : the distance covered in such a flight c : swift move­
ment 3 a : a trip made by or in an airplane or spacecraft b : a 
scheduled airplane trip 4 : a group of similar beings or objects flying 
through the air together 5 : a brilliant, imaginative, or unrestrained 
exercise or display <a ~ of fancy) 6 a : a continuous series of stairs 
from one landing or floor to another b : a series (as of terraces or 
conveyors) resembling a flight of stairs 7 : a unit of the U.S. Air 
Force below a squadron — flight-less \-los\ adj 

2flight vi (1873) : to rise, settle, or fly in a flock <geese ~i'ng on the 
marsh) ~ vt: 'FLUSH 

flight n [ME fluht, fliht; akin to OHG fluht flight, OE fleon to flee] 
(13c) : an act or instance of running away 

flight attendant n (1947) : a person who attends passengers on an 
airplane 

flight bag n ['flight] (1943) 1 : a lightweight traveling bag with zip-
pered outside pockets 2 : a small canvas satchel 

flight deck n (1924) 1 : the uppermost complete deck of an aircraft 
carrier 2: the forward compartment in some airplanes 

flight engineer n (1938): a flight crewman responsible for mechanical 
operation 

flight feather ti (1735) : one of the quills of a bird's wing or tail that 
support it in flight — compare CONTOUR FEATHER 

flight lieutenant n (1914) : a commissioned officer in the British air 
force who ranks with a captain in the army-

flight line n (1943): a parking and servicing area for airplanes 
flight path n (1911) : the path in the air or space made or followed by 
something (as a particle, an airplane, or a spacecraft) in flight 

flight pay n (1928) : an additional allowance paid to military person­
nel who take part in regular authorized aircraft flights 

flight plan n (ca. 1936) : a usu. written statement (as by a pilot) of the 
details of an intended flight (as of an airplane or spacecraft) usu. filed 
with an authority 

flight recorder n (1939) : a crash worthy instrument for recording 
flight data (as airspeed and altitude) 

flight suit n (1944) : a usu. one-piece garment esp. of fire-resistant 
fabric worn esp. by military aircrews 

flight surgeon n (1925) : a military medical officer trained in aero­
space medicine 

flight-test \'flit-,test\ vt (1930) : to test (as an airplane or spacecraft) 
in flight 

flighty \'fli-te\ adj flight-i-er; -est (1552) 1 : SWIFT 2 : lacking sta­
bility or sieadiness: a: easily upset : VOLATILE <a ~ temper) b: eas­
ily excited : SKITTISH <a ~ horse) c : CAPRICIOUS, SILLY — flight-i-ly 
Vfli-UI-eV adv — flight-i-ness Vfll-te-nas\ n 

•flim-flam \'flim-,flam\ n [prob. of Scand origin; akin to ON Jlim 
mockery] (ca. 1538) 1 : DECEPTION, FRAUD 2: deceptive nonsense 

•flimflam vt flim-flammed; flim-flam-ming (1660) : to subject to a 
flimflam — flim-flam-mer n — flim-flam-mery \-,fla-ma-re\ n 

•flim-sy \'flim-ze\ adj flim-si-er; -est [perh. alter, of 1film + -sy (as in 
tricksy)] (1702) la: lacking in physical strength or substance <~ 
silks) b : of inferior materials and workmanship 2 : having little 
worth or plausibility — flim-si-ly \-za-Ie\ adv — flim-si-ness \-ze-
nas\ n 

•flimsy n, pi flim-sies (1857) chiefly Brit : a lightweight paper used 
esp. for multiple copies; also : a document printed on flimsy 

flinch \ "flinch) vi [MF flenchir to bend, of Gmc origin; akin to MHG 
lenken to bend, OHG hlanca flank — more at LANK] (1579) : to with­
draw or shrink from or as if from pain : WINCE; also : to tense the mus­
cles involuntarily in anticipation of discomfort syn see RECOIL — 
flinch n — flinch-er n 

flin-ders Vflin-darzA n pi [ME flendris] (15c): SPLINTERS, FRAGMENTS 
'fling \'fliij\ vb flung VflarA; fling-ing Vflig-igX [ME, perh. of Scand 
origin; akin to ON flengja to whip] vi (14c) 1 : to move in a brusque 
or headlong manner (flung out of the room in a rage) 2 of an animal 
: to kick or plunge vigorously 3 Scot : CAPER ~ vt 1 a : to throw 
forcefully, impetuously, or casually (flung herself down on the sofa) 
(clothes were flung on the floor) b : to cast as if by throwing (flung 
off all restraint) 2 : to place or send suddenly and unceremoniously 
(was arrested and flung into prison) 3 : to give unrestrainedly (flung 
himself into music) syn see THROW — fling-er Vflirj-or) n 

•fling n (1589) 1 : an act or instance of flinging 2 a : a casual try or 
involvement b : a casual or brief love affair 3 : a period devoted to 
self-indulgence 

flint VflintX n [ME, fr. OE; akin to OHG flins pebble, hard stone] (bef, 
12c) 1 : a massive hard quartz that produces a spark when struck by 
steel 2 : an implement of flint used in prehistoric cultures 3 a : a 
piece of flint b : a material used for producing a spark; esp : an alloy 

(as of iron and cerium) used in lighters 4 : something resembling flint 
in hardness — flint-like \-,lik\ adj 

flint corn n (1705) : an Indian corn (Zea mays indurata) having hard 
horny usu. rounded kernels with the soft endosperm enclosed by a hard 
outer layer 

flint glass n (1683) : heavy brilliant glass that contains lead oxide, has 
a relatively high index of refraction, and is used in lenses and prisms 

flint-lock \"flint-,lak\ it (1683) 1 : a lock for a gun or pistol having a 
flint in the hammer for striking a spark to ignite the charge 2 : a fire­
arm fitted with a flintlock 

flinty \'flin-te\ adj flint-i-er; -est (1536) 1 : resembling flint; esp 
: STF.RN, UNYIELDING 2 : composed of or covered with flint — flint* 
Iy X'flin-t'l-eX adv — flint-i-ness X'flin-te-nasX n 

'flip \'flip\ vb flipped; flip-ping [prob, imit.] vt (1616) 1 : to toss so 
as to cause to turn over in the air (~ a coin); also : TOSS (~ me the 
ball) (~ one end of the scarf over your shoulder) 2 a : to cause to 
turn and esp. to turn over (flipped the car) (flipping the pages of) b 
: to move with a small quick motion (~ a switch) ~ vi 1: tomakea 

- twitching or flicking movement (the fish flipped and flopped on the 
deck); also : to change from one position to another and esp. turn over 
(the car flipped) 2 : LEAF 2 (flipped through the pages) 3 slang a 
: to lose one's mind or composure — often used with out b : to be­
come very enthusiastic 

•flip n (1695) 1 : a mixed drink usu. consisting of a sweetened spiced 
liquor with beaten eggs 2 : an act or instance of flipping 3 : the 
motion used in flipping 4 : a somersault esp. in the air 

•flip adj (ca. 1847) : FLIPPANT, LMFERTINENT 
flip-flop X'flip-.flapX n (1600) 1 : the sound or motion of something 
flapping loosely 2 a : a backward handspring b : a sudden reversal 
(as of direction or point of view) 3 : a usu. electronic device or a cir­
cuit (as in a computer) capable of assuming either of two stable states 
4 : a rubber sandal loosely fastened to the foot by a thong — flip-flop 
vi 

flip-pan-cy \'fli-pan(t)-se\ n, pi -cies (1746) : unbecoming levity or 
pertness esp. in respect to grave or sacred matters 

flip-pant X'fli-pantX adj [prob. fr. 'flip] (1605) 1 archaic : GLIB, TALK­
ATIVE 2 : lacking proper respect or seriousness — flip-pant-ly adv 

flip-per X'fli-parX n (1822) 1 a : a broad flat limb (as of a seal or 
cetacean) adapted for swimming b : a flat rubber shoe with the front 
expanded into a paddle used in skin diving 2: one that flips 

flip-py X'fli-peX ad; (1967): loose and flaring at the bottom (a ~ skirt) 
flip side n (1949) 1 : the reverse and usu. less popular side of a pho­
nograph record 2 : a reverse or opposite side, aspect, or result (the 
flip side of deficient saving ... is overconsumption —R. S. Gay) 

'flirt X'flartX vb [origin unknown] vi (1583) 1: FLICK 2: to move in a 
jerky manner ~ vi 1 : to move erratically : FLIT 2 a : to behave 
amorously without serious intent b : to show superficial or casual 
interest or liking (~ed with the idea); also : EXPERIMENT (a novelist 
~ing with poetry) 3 : to come close to — used with with (the temper­
ature ~ed with 100°) syn see TRIFLE — flir-ta-tion X.fbr-'ta-shonX it 
— flirt-er n — flirty X'flar-teX adj 

•flirt 11 (ca. 1590) 1 : an act or instance of flirting 2 : a person who 
flirts 

flir-ta-tious X.flar-'ta-shasX adj (1834) : inclined to flirt : COQUETTISH 
— flir-ta-tious-ly adv — flir-ta-tious-ness n 

flit \'flit\ vi flit-ted; flit-ting [ME/7itteii, of Scand origin; akin to ON 
flyljask to move, OE fleotan to float] (13c) 1 : to pass quickly or 
abruptly from one place or condition to another 2 archaic : ALTER, 
SHIFT 3 : to move in an erratic fluttering manner — flit 11 

flitch X'flichX n [ME flicche. fr. OE flicce; akin to OHG fleisk flesh — 
more at FLESH] (bef. 12c) 1 : a side of cured meat; esp : a side of ba­
con 2 a : a longitudinal section of a log b : a bundle of sheets of 
veneer laid together in sequence 

'flit-ter \'fli-tar\ vi [freq. of flit] (1534): FLUTTER, FLICKER 
•flitter n (1554): one that flits 
fliv-ver X'fli-varX n [origin unknown] (1910) : a small cheap usu. old 
automobile 

'float X'flotX n [MEflote boat, float, fr. OEJIota ship; akin to OHG floi 
raft, stream, OE fleotan to float — more at FLEET] (bef. 12c) 1 : an act 
or instance of floating 2 : something that floats in or on the surface of 
a fluid: as a : a device (as a cork) buoying up the baited end of a fish­
ing line b : a floating platform anchored near a shoreline for use by 
swimmers or boats c : a hollow ball that floats at the end of a lever in 
a cistern, tank, or boiler and regulates the liquid level d : a sac con­
taining air or gas and buoying up the body of a plant or animal — 
compare PNEUMATOPHORE 1 e : a watertight structure giving an air­
plane buoyancy on water 3 : a tool or apparatus for smoothing a 
surface (as of wet concrete) 4 : a government grant of a fixed amount 
of land not yet located by survey out of a larger specific tract 5 a : a 
vehicle with a platform used to carry an exhibit in a parade b : the 
vehicle and exhibit together 6 a : an amount of money represented 
by checks outstanding and in process of collection b : the time be­
tween a transaction (as the writing of a check or a purchase on credit) 
and the actual withdrawal of funds to cover it c : the volume of a 
company's shares available for active trading in the auction market 7 
: a soft drink with ice cream floating in it — floaty X'fio-teX adj 

•float vi (bef. 12c) 1 : to rest on the surface of or be suspended in a 
fluid 2 a : to drift on or through or as if on or through a fluid (yel­
low leaves ~ed down) b: WANDER 3 of a currency : to find a level in 
the international exchange market in response to the law of supply and 
demand and without any restrictive effect of artificial support or con­
trol ~ vt I a: to cause to float in or on the surface of a fluid b : to 
cause to float as if in a fluid 2 : FLOOD (~ a cranberry bog) 3 : to 
smooth (as plaster or cement) with a float 4 a : to put forth (as a 
proposal) for acceptance b : to place (an issue of securities) on the 
market c : to obtain money for the establishment or development of 
(an enterprise) by issuing and selling securities d : NEGOTIATE (~ a 
loan) 

floa-ta-tion varof FLOTATION 
float-er X'flo-tarX n (1717) 1 a : one that floats b : a person who 
floats something 2 : a person who votes illegally in various polling 
places 3 a : a person without a permanent residence or regular em­
ployment b : a worker who moves from job to job; esp : one without 
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