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DICTIONARY OF PROPERTY AND
CONSTRUCTION LAW

This dictionary provides a clear and concise explanation of the terms
commonly used in land, property and construction law and manage-
ment. The four key areas of coverage are; planning/construction law,
land law, equity/trusts and finance/administration.

It serves as a useful reference for property and building professionals
and for students of property and construction law on building, housing,
construction management, surveying and law courses.

Jack Rostron MA DipLaw MRICS MRTPI is Senior Lecturer in
Construction at Liverpool John Moores University. He is the author 
of several books and articles on property and construction law and
sometime adviser to the World Health Organization. Linda Wright
BA MBA is Programme Leader for Housing Studies at Liverpool John
Moores University. She has worked extensively in housing practice 
and education. Laura Tatham BA MSc is Senior Lecturer in Law 
at Manchester Metropolitan University. Robert Hardy-Pickering
DipLaw formerly with the State Law Office of the Government of
Vanuatu. 
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First published 2002 by Spon Press
11 New Fetter Lane, London EC4P 4EE

Simultaneously published in the USA and Canada
by Routledge
29 West 35th Street, New York, NY 10001

Spon Press is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group

© 2002 Taylor & Francis

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or
reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or
other means, now known or hereafter invented, including
photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the publishers.

The publishers make no representation, express or implied, with regard
to the accuracy of the information contained in this book and cannot
accept any legal responsibility or liability for any errors or omissions
that may be made.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
A catalog record for this book has been requested

ISBN 0–419–26110–9
ISBN 0 –419–26100–1 (hbk)

This edition published in the Taylor & Francis e-Library, 2002.

(Print Edition)

ISBN 0-203-47905-X Master e-book ISBN
ISBN 0-203-78729-3 (Glassbook Format)
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PREFACE

This work attempts to define and describe the words and terms in
common usage by the property and construction community. In writing
such a work, choices have to be made, especially in achieving a balance
between comprehensiveness of individual entries and the number
included. In striking this balance I have been conscious of the need to
meet a range of potential usage.

I am grateful to my co-authors; Robert Hardy-Pickering (land 
law), Laura Tatham (equity and trusts) and Linda Wright (finance and
administration), for their contributions. However, any shortcomings or
criticism are my responsibility as editor. 

I am grateful to Gower for allowing me to use material from some
of my previous books.

I hope the book is of sufficient detail and coverage to be of practical
use to practitioners and students of law and the landed professions.

Jack Rostron
February 2001, Liverpool
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Real-Time Litigation Alerts
  Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

  Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
  With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

  Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
  Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

  Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


