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_ mainframe

mainframe n. A type of large computer system (in the
past often water-cooled), the primary data processing
resource for many large businesses and organizations.
Some mainframe operating systems and solutions are over
40 years old and have the capacity to store year values
only as two digits.

mainframe computern. A high-level, typically large and
expensive computer designed to handle intensive compu-
tational tasks. Mainframe computersare characterized by
their ability to simultaneously support many users con-
nected to the computer by terminals. The nameis derived
from “main frame,” the cabinet originally used to house
the processing unit of such computers. See also computer,
supercomputer.

main function n. The main body of a program written in
a computer languagethatuses sets of functions to create

an entire program. For example, the C language requires
each program to contain a function called main, which C
usesas the starting point of execution. See aiso main body.

main loop 1. A loop in the main body of a program that

‘MANre

States, is usually omitted. Also called: country code. See
also DNS (definition 1), domain name address.

major key n. See primary key.
Make Changesn. The Macintosh-style permission that
gives users the right to make changesto a folder’s con-
tents; for example, modifying, renaming, moving, creat-
ing, and deleting files. When AppleTalk network
integration translates access privileges into permissions, a
user who has the Make Changesprivilege is given Write
and Delete permissions. See also permission.

make-table query n. In Microsoft Office, an action query
that moves the resulting data to a newtablein either the
current database or another database.

male connector n. A type of connectorthat has pins for
insertion into receptacles. Male connector part numbers
often include an M (male) or P (plug). For example, a
male DB-25 connector might be labeled DB-25M or DB-
25P. See the illustration, Compare female connector.
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performsthe principal function of the program over and
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driven programs,this loop checks for events received fromSTE
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the operating system and handles them appropriately. See
also event-driven programming, main body.

main memory n. See primary storage.

main segment n. On the Macintosh,the principat code
segmentof a program, which must remain loaded through-
out the execution ofthe program.

maintenancen. The process of taking measures to
ensure that a hardware, software, or database system is
functioning properly andis up to date.

Majordomo n. The nameof a popular software program
that manages and supports Internet mailing lists. See also
mailing list, mailing list manager.

major geographic domain n. A two-character sequence
in an Internet domain name address that indicates the

country/region in which a hostis located. The major geo-
graphic domainis the last part of the domain name
address, following the subdomain and domain codes; for
example, uiuc.edu.us indicates a host at the University of
Illinois in the United States, whereas cam.ac.uk indicates a

host at the University of Cambridge in the United King-
dom. The code .us, which indicates a domain in the United

 
Male connector.

malicious mobile code n. A virus or other destructive
program that takes advantage of security weaknesses in
wireless transmission systems. Malicious mobile code
may affect computers, PDAs, Internet-capable digital
phones, and other wireless networking devices.

maiware n. Softwarecreated and distributed for mali-

cious purposes, such as invading computer systemsin the
form of viruses, worms, or innocent-seeming plug-ins and
extensionsthat mask other destructive capabilities. Also
called: malicious software.

MAMEn. Acronym for Multiple Arcade Machine Emula-
tor. MAMEis software written in C that emulates the

hardware andsoftwareoforiginal arcade games,allowing
them to run on PCs,See also arcade game, C.

MANn. Acronym for metropolitan area network. A high-
speed network that can carry voice, data, and imagesat up
to 200 Mbpsorfaster over distancesof up to 75 km. Based
on the network architecture, the transmission speed can be
higher for shorter distances. A MAN,which caninclude
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