Now you can drag the taskbar to any edge of the screen, using any blank spot in the
central section as a handle. Release the mouse when the taskbar leaps to the edge
you've indicated with the cursor.

When the taskbar is on the left or right edge of the screen, Windows XP widens it
automatically so that you can read the button names, which remain horizontal. (Er-
gonomic studies have indicated that keeping your neck bent at a 90 degree angle to
read vertical buttons isn’t so hot for your spine.)

Tip: No matter which edge of the screen holds your taskbar, your programs are generally smart enough to
adjust their own windows as necessary. In other words, your Word document will shift sideways so that it
doesn't overlap the taskbar that you've dragged to the side of the screen.

Resizing the taskbar

Even with the new button-grouping feature, the taskbar can still accumulate a lot
of buttons and icons. As a result, you may want to enlarge the taskbar to see what’s
what.

Begin by making sure that the taskbar isn’t locked, as described earlier. Then position
your pointer on the inside edge of the taskbar (the edge closest to the desktop). When
the pointer turns into a double-headed arrow, drag toward the desktop (to enlarge
the taskbar) or toward the edge of your monitor (to minimize it).

Note: If you're resizing a taskbar that's on the top or bottom of the screen, the taskbar automatically changes
its size in full taskbar-height increments. You can't fine-tune the height; you can only double or triple it, for
example.

If it's on the left or right edge of your screen, however, you can resize the taskbar freely.

Hiding the taskbar

If you're working on a smallish monitor, you may wish that the taskbar would make
itself scarce now and then—like when you’re working on a word processing or Web
page document that needs every pixel of space you can get.

Fortunately, it’s easy to make the taskbar hide itself until you need it. Start by right-
clicking a blank spot on the taskbar, and then choose Properties from the shortcut
menu. The Taskbar and Start Menu Properties dialog box appears, offering these
options:

* Keep the taskbar on top of other windows. This option—the factory setting—per-
mits no other window to cover up the taskbar. Your program windows automati-
cally shrink as necessary to accommodate the taskbar’s screen bulk. (If you turn
off this option, full-screen application windows overlap the taskbar.)

Tip: To open the taskbar when it's not visible, just press Ctri+Esc, or press the Windows logo key on your
keyboard.
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» Auto-hide the taskbar. This feature makes the taskbar disappear whenever youre
not using it—a clever way to devote your entire screen to application windows,
and yet have the taskbar at your cursor tip when needed.

When this feature is turned on, the taskbar disappears whenever you click elsewhere,
or whenever your cursor moves away from it. Only a thin blue line at the edge of
the screen indicates that you have a taskbar at all. As soon as your pointer moves
close to that line, the taskbar joyfully springs back into view.

Hiding the taskbar manually

When, on some random Tuesday, you decide to get the taskbar out of your hair
temporarily—when reading a vast spreadsheet, for example—don’t bother with the
checkboxes described in the previous paragraphs. There’s a quicker way to hide the
taskbar: just drag it forcibly off the screen. Point to the inside edge of the taskbar, so
that your cursor becomes a double-headed arrow, before dragging down.

Once again, a thin blue line represents the hidden edge. You can grab that line like a
handle to pull the taskbar back onto the screen when you want it.

Taskbar Toolbars

Taskbar toolbars are separate, recessed-looking areas on the taskbar that offer special-
function features. You can build your own toolbar, for example, stocked with docu-
ments related to a single project. (Somewhere in America, there’s a self-help group
for people who spend entirely too much time fiddling with this kind of thing.)

TROUBLESHOOTING MOMENT

Retrieving a Lost Hidden Taskbar

Sometimes, after manually hiding the taskbar (or going too 3. Press Alt+Space bar to bring up a shortcut

far when you're trying to make it smaller), you can't get it
back. The thin blue fine disappears, or your mouse pointer
won't turn into'a double-headed arrow when you position

menu.

. Choose Size from the shorteut menu; this changes
yolirmouse pointerintoia four-sided shape. Bon't

it on the thin line, Here’s how to fix the problem;

1. Press Ctrl+Esc. This keystroke selects the taskbar,
even though you can't see it (although you can
now see the Start menu). ‘

2. Press Escto make the Start menu disappear. (The
taskbar is stilf selected, even though you can't see
it)

click anything.

. Press the arrow key that points toward the center

of the screen (from the taskbar's perspective). As
you do, the taskbar reappears.

. Resize the taskbarvery carefullyto avoid repeating

all of these steps. -
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To make a toolbar appear or disappear, right-click a blank spot on the taskbar and Taskbat Toolbars
choose from the Toolbars shortcut menu (Figure 2-15). The ones with checkmarks
are visible now; select one to make the toolbar (and checkmark) disappear.

Quick Launch Toolbar

The Quick Launch toolbar, once you've made it appear, is fantastically useful. In fact,
in sheer convenience, it puts the Start menu to shame. It contains icons for functions
that Microsoft assumes you'll use most often. They include:

* Show Desktop, a one-click way to minimize (hide) all the windows on your screen
to make your desktop visible. Don’t forget about this button the next time you need
to burrow through some folders, put something in the Recycle Bin, or perform
some other activity in your desktop folders. Keyboard shortcut: Windows key+D.

+ Launch Internet Explorer Browser, for one-click access to the Web browser in-
cluded with Windows XP.

» Windows Media Player, for one-click access to the music and movie player included
with Windows XP (see Chapter 7).

The buttons detailed above are only hints of this toolbar’s power, however. What makes
it great is how easy it is to add your own icons—particularly those you use frequently.
There’s no faster or easier way to open them (no matter what mass of cluttered windows
is on your screen), since the taskbar displays your favorite icons at all times.

Figure 2-15: e U
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by right-clicking a blank area ‘ i : eskicn AR
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find one. 7 : i E_; A:o ” ‘
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taskbar space, so use them ; i et I

sparingly. If you've added too
many icons to the toolbar, a
>> button appears at its right " s
end. Click it to expose a list of 2) My Documents
the commands or icons that ' |‘§ mmﬂm
i) £ Y | es
didn’t fit. |9 Recycesin
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Taskbar Toolbars To add anicon to this toolbar, simply drag it there, as shown in Figure 2-16. To remove
an icon, just drag it off the toolbar—directly onto the Recycle Bin, if you like. (You're
not actually removing any software from your computer.) If you think you'll somehow

survive without using Windows Media Player each day, for example, remove it from
the Quick Launch toolbar.

Figure 2-16:

You can add almost any kind of icon (an ap-
plication, document file, disk, folder, Control
Panel, or whatever) to the Quick Launch
toolbar just by dragging it there (top); a thick
vertical bar shows you where it'll appear.

The only challenge is to find the folder that
houses the icon you want to add. If it's an ap-
plication, see page 63 for hints on finding the
actual icon of the program in question.

Desktop Toolbar

The Desktop toolbar offers quick access to whichever icons are sitting on your desk-
top—Windows Media Player, Word, and so on. This toolbar also provides quick ac-
cess to icons that used to appear automatically on previous versions of Windows: My
computer, My Network Places, My Documents, Recycle Bin, and Internet Explorer.

When it first appears, the Desktop toolbar may take the form of a >> button at the
right end of the taskbar. The button is actually a pop-up menu that lists your desktop
stuff. This could be useful if your screen becomes filled with windows, thus obscur-
ing the desktop.

Address Toolbar, Links Toolbar

These toolbars are exactly the same as the window toolbars described on page 90—ex-
cept that they appear in the taskbar at all times, instead of in desktop windows.

Language Bar Toolbar

The floating Language bar, shown in Figure 2-17, automatically appears on your
computer’s desktop and in the Toolbars menu when you install either of two com-
ponents:

* Text services. That’s Microsoft’s catch-all phrase for certain text-related add-on
software programs: a second keyboard layout, handwriting recognition, speech
recognition, or an Input Method Editor (IME), which is a system that lets you
input for example, Asian language characters with a standard 101-key keyboard.

* Another language. As described in Appendix A, you can install multiple input lan-
guages on your computer and, using the Language bar, switch between them when
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the mood strikes. The language for the operating system doesn’t change—only

what characters appear onscreen when you type.

The buttons and options available on the Language bar depend on which text services
you've installed and what application you're using. Microsoft Excel 2002 accepts speech
recognition, for example, but Notepad doesn’t.

Right-clicking the Language bar displays a shortcut menu where you can change its
settings (see Figure 2-17). The shortcut menu lets you minimize the Language bar
(Figure 2-17), make it transparent, shorten the bar by hiding its text labels, and so
on. Only two of these options aren’t self-explanatory:

» Additional icons in taskbar. When you minimize the Language bar, the taskbar
shows only the icon for the language you're currently using (like EN for English,
as shown in Figure 2-17.) If you'd like to run the Language bar minimized with
all of the installed text-service icons at your disposal, turn on this option and then
minimize. Now you can click the text-service icons on the taskbar.

Settings. This option opens the Text Services and Input Languages dialog box,

shown in Figure 2-17. In this dialog box, you select the installed input language you
want to use when you boot up your computer, the text services that you prefer for
each installed input language, and the Advanced keystroke settings for switching
between input languages. For example, you can assign Left Alt+Shift+E to change

to English (United States).

Taskbar Toolbars

Figure 2-17:

Top left: The floating Language bar.
Right-clicking this toolbar displays its
shortcut menu.

Middle left: The shortcut menu for
the Language bar fets you change
Language bar settings, such as
transparency, vertical (orientation),
and minimize.

Bottom Left: When you minimize the
Language bar, it shrinks down to the
taskbar for easier access.

Right: The Text Services and Input
Languages dialog box appears when
you select Settings from the shortcut
menu. Here you can change the cur-
rent input language, set hot keys for
language switching, and so on.
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Redesigning Your Toolbars

To change the look of a toolbar, unlock the taskbar (using its shortcut menu), and
then right-click any blank spot within the toolbar. (If the taskbar isn’t unlocked, you
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Taskbar Toolbars

won’t see the toolbar’s shortcut menu. When you're finished making changes to the

toolbar, lock the taskbar again if you wish.)

Tip: How much horizontal taskbar space a toolbar consumes is up to you. Drag the perforated border at
the left edge of a toolbar to make it wider or narrower. That's a good paint to remember if, in fact, you can't

find a blank spot to right-click.

The resulting shortcut menu offers these choices:

* View lets you change the size of the icons on the toolbar.

* Open Folder works only with the Quick Launch and Links toolbars (or toolbars
you've created yourself). It opens a window that lists what’s in the toolbar, so that
you can delete or rename the icons. (Of course, you can also delete or rename any
icon on these toolbars by right-clicking it and choosing Delete or Rename from
the shortcut menu. But the Open Folder command is a better bet when you're
performing more extensive surgery on the toolbar, since you're able to work in a
window that isn’t nearly as claustrophobic as the toolbar itself.)

» Show Text identifies each toolbar icon with a text label.

* Show Title makes the toolbar’s name (such as “Quick Launch” or “Desktop”) ap-

pear on the toolbar.

* Close Toolbar makes the toolbar disappear.

* Always on Top and Auto-Hide appear on a toolbar’s shortcut menu only when
you've detached the toolbar, turning it into a floating palette as described in the
next section. They make any toolbar as flexible as the taskbar, at least when it comes

to hiding itself on cue.

If you turn on Always on Top, then document windows can’t cover up your toolbar.
And if you turn on Auto-Hide, a toolbar that you’ve attached to one edge of your
screen hides almost completely, until you point to it with your cursor.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION

The Not-So-Amazing Disappearing Toolbar

Hey what's going on? Fmade a custom toolbar, ond adiu-
allyspent quite alotoftme on it And then, when | needed
(HOME SPAce Of Iy0sodr | right-clicked it and chose Close
from:the shorteut ment. i

Now | want it back, but when [ right-click a blank area o
the taskbar and choose Toolbars, my custom toolbar isn’t

Jisted therelE How do | get it back?

Your've discevered an unforiunate little’ quirk of ‘eustom

toolbars: they.don't really exist. All you've done is add a
folderlisting to your taskbar, as fleeling asthe meming de.

i you dose a custom teolbar, it no longer appears oh that

shorfcut menu; it's gone forever,

The folderfromwhicliyou created it however, is still hang-

ing around. To get the toolbar back, you need to create it

all over again {as describedinthis section)-but atleast you
have o create s folderfrom scratch,
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Moving toofbars

You don’t need to keep toolbars on the taskbar; you can move them to any spot on
the screen that you find handy, as shown in Figure 2-18. (The taskbar must first be
unlocked, as described on page 96.) To return the toolbar to its original location, drag
its title bar back onto the taskbar.

Taskbar Toolbars

Figure 2-18:

To park a toolbar in a different location, drag upward on
the “perforated” handle at the left edge (top). The result is a e e e
strange sort of floating toolbar (bottom), it's now an onscreen, Nio A tsrsngom [B coode
perpetually available launcher. (Use tooltips, or choose Show
Text from its shortcut menu, fo identify the icons.) If you drag
the toolbar to an edge of the screen, it glues itself there like a
second taskbar.

] Working Outine
2] Shortcut to My Pitures =) Notes to Sef
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Creating toolbars

The Quick Launch area of the taskbar is such a delight that you may actually develop
a syndrome called Quick Launch Envy—you’ll find that having only one isn't enough.
You might wish to create several different Quick Launch toolbars, each stocked with
the icons for a different project or person. One could contain icons for all the chapters
of a book you're writing; another could list only your games.

Fortunately, it’s easy to create as many different custom toolbars as you like, each of
which behaves exactly like the Quick Launch toolbar.

The short way

Windows XP creates toolbars from folders; so before creating a toolbar of your own,
you must create a folder (unless you already have a folder that’s filled with the stuff
you want to toolbarize).

Here’s the easiest way to turn a folder into a toolbar: Just drag the folder icon until your
cursor strikes the edge of your monitor (any edge except the one where the taskbar
is), When you let go, you'll see a brand-new toolbar whose buttons list the contents of
the folder you just dragged. From here, it behaves just like any other toolbar. You can
right-click it to make the icons smaller, you can drag it into the center of the screen
to make it a floating palette, and so on.
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Taskbar Toolbars The long way
The drag-and-drop method is new to Windows XP. The old way is still around, how-

ever, for people who bill by the hour.

To begin, right-click a blank spot on the taskbar, From the shortcut menu, choose
\ Toolbars—New Toolbar to open the New Toolbar dialog box, as shown in Figure 2-
‘ 19. Find and click the folder you want, and then click OK.

Figure 2-19:

The major folders of your computer are displayed in the
New Toolbar dialog box. Click the + sign to expand a disk
or folder—and continue to expand disks and folders—until
you find the folder you're seeking. Or you can create a
'@ S ' new folder for your toolbar anywhere on the hard drive.

New Toolbar

Choose a folder, or kype an Internet address

iy Bincleres
=y My Music
54 My Pictures
B ﬁ My Computer
® %4 My Network Places
ﬁ Recycle Bin
573 Notes ko Self

Falder: ' My Docurents I

{ Make New Folder ] i ok J [ .Cancel ]

Your new toolbar is on the taskbar. Feel free to tailor it as described in the previous
discussions—by changing its icon sizes, hiding or showing the icon labels, or adding
new icons to it by dragging them from other desktop windows.

TROUBLESHOOTING MOMENT

The Disappearing Language Toolbar

Did you turn the Language bar off; and now can't get it Language bar and making changes to it
back? .

You've probably changed an important option (“Tumn off
advanced text services”) at the Control Panel level. advanced text services” and then ek Appiy ‘{au ve gust

To-check this option; choose Start—Control Panel and then IR

{in Classic view) opening ihe Reaionial and Languiage Options
icon, Click the Langdages tab, and then click Details, The Text
Services and input Languages dialog box appears:

On the Settings tab, you'll probably see that the Language

> Bresreaay Flrhlrve Toaibarsshortcutm&nu
Bar button is dinmet, preventing you from furaing on the
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Organizing
Your Stuff

sented on your screen by an icon. To avoid spraying your screen with thou-
sands of overlapping icons seething like snakes in a pit, Windows organizes
icons into folders, puts those folders into other folders, and so on.

Every disk, folder, file, application, printer, and networked computer is repre-

This folder-in-a-folder-in-a-folder scheme works beautifully at reducing screen clut-
ter, but it means that you've got some hunting to do whenever you want to open a
particular icon.

Helping you navigate and manage your files, folders, and disks with less stress and
greater speed was one of the primary design goals of Windows—and of this chap-
ter.

Tip: To create a new folder to hold your icons, right-click where you want the folder to appear (on the
desktop, or in any desktop window except My Computer), and choose New—sFolder from the shortcut
menu. The new folder appears with its temporary “New Folder” name highlighted. Type a new name for
the folder and then press Enter.

UP TO SPEED

Directories vs. Folders

' Before Windows took over the universe, folders were called  rres. Keep that in mind the next time you're reading an old
directories, a'r}d folders inside them were called subdirecto-  User guide, magazine article, or computer book.
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The Folders of
Windows XP

The Folders of Windows XP

The top-level, all-encompassing, mother-ship window of your PC is the My Computer
window. From within this window, you have access to every disk, folder, and file on
your computer. Its slogan might well be: “If it’s not in here, it’s not on your PC.”

To see it, choose Start—>My Computer, or double-click its icon on the desktop, if
you've put it there (page 22). (And if it is on your desktop, remember that you can
rename it something that’s a little more, well, dignified, by clicking it and then press-

ing the F2 key.)

No matter how you open the My Computer window (Figure 3-1), you generally see

several categories of icons:

[ Fle Edt View Favorites

e - &% o
L Rl > R

| by compulen

) search [\ roders [F)-

i Hysienm Tasks

3 View system

Information

i -
) Addoremave

Other Places

N3 My Hetvier) Flacas
&) My Docunants
[ Control Para!

fetals
| Local Disk (C)
| LocalDisk

. Fi System; NTFS
Fres Space: 8.03 68
- TotdlSkei 075G

&
ystem Tasks

{21 0w system nfematon

Details

| Localpisk(C:)
§ Local Bk

L FiaSystem: NTFS
| FrosSpace: 2.66GB
Total Size: 4,52

Fiiz Eli Favoritas  Tools

:* _ Hard Disk Drives

@ T KB Local Dk D)

Devices with Remavable Storage

s
\% 3% Floppy (41) LA, DD Drive (E:)

e
o Fagsrs | [E-

Hame Type
Files: Stn_rgtl_la_r!_]'his Computer

> Search

Luishared Documents File Folder
Anita Braque's Documents  File Folder
i Chais Olson's Documents  File Felder
79 %0 Normal's Documents  Flle Folder

4.52GB 2.66GH
h Remotable Stavage

3%4-Inch Floppy Disk,
CD Drive

L3 Floppy (8
<D Drive (D:)

£ = : = A 3

Figure 3-1:

Top: The My Computer window,
shown here on a corporate-
network PC, is the starting point
for any folder-digging you want
to do. It shows the disk drives of
your PC. if you double-click the
icon of a removable-disk drive
(like your CD-ROM drive, Zip
drive, or Jaz drive), you receive
only an error message unless
there’s actually a disk in the drive.

Bottom: The My Computer win-
dow on a workgroup computer
(that is, not part of a corporate
domain network) includes all the
perks included on a network com-
puter with the added advantage
of the “Files on This Computer”
category.
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* Hard Disk Drives. These icons, of course, represent your PC’s hard drive (or drives,
if you've installed or attached additional ones). Most people, most of the time, are
most concerned with the Local Disk (C:), which represents the internal hard drive
preinstalled in your computer. (You're welcome to rename this icon, by the way,
just as you would any icon.)

* Files on This Computer. This category appears only if your computer is a member
of a workgroup, not if it’s part of a domain network (see page 14). These folders,
which bear the names of people with accounts on that PC (Chapter 16), store links
to all files and preferences for each person.

* Devices with Removable Storage. Here, Windows is talking about your floppy
drive, CD or DVD drive, Zip drive, USB flash drive, and so on.

Tip: Ordinarily, if your name s, say, Chris, you're not allowed to open the Frank’s Documents folder; if you've
been given a Limited XP account (page 492), then double-clicking it produces only an error message. That's
the Windows XP security system at work.

But My Computer also contains a folder called Shared Documents. This folder is like the community bulletin
board, in that everybody who uses this PC s free to deposit things, take things out, and read whatever resides
there. See Chapter 18 for details.

« Scanners and Cameras. This is where you see the icons for any digital cameras or
scanners youw've installed.

* Other. You may also see a Control Panel icon here—if, for example, you added it
as directed on page 83.

What's in the Local Disk (C:) Window

You might be surprised to learn that your main hard drive window doesn’t actually
contain anything much that’s useful to you, the PC’s human companion. It’s organized
primarily for Windows’ own benefit.

If you double-click the Local Disk C: icon in My Computer—that is, your primary
hard drive’s icon—a direly worded message lets you know that these files are hidden.
“This folder contains files that keep your system working properly,” it says. “You should
not modify its contents.” (Figure 3-2 shows a similar message.)

All of this important-sounding prose is aimed at the kind of person who, before the
invention of this warning message, fearlessly or naively cruised through the important
system files of their PCs, deleting and moving files until the computer was inoperable
(and then calling Microsoft for tech support).

Truth is, the C: drive also contains a lot of stuff that doesn’t belong to Windows—in-
cluding your files. So when you're just looking (but not touching) the Windows sys-
tem files, or when you want to burrow around in your own folders, it’s perfectly OK
to click the “Show the contents of this folder” link. Suddenly the C: drive’s formerly
invisible contents appear. They include these standard folders:
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The Folders of Documents and Settings
Windows XP Windows XP has been designed from the ground up for computer sharing. It’s ideal

for any situation where different family members, students, or workers share the
same machine.

In fact, in Windows XP, each person who uses the computer will turn on the machine
to find his own secure set of files, folders, desktop pictures, Web bookmarks, font col-
lections, and preference settings. (Secure, at least, from other people who don’t have
administrative accounts. Much more about this feature in Chapter 16.)

Like it or not, Windows considers you one of these people. If you're the only one
who uses this PC, fine—you can simply ignore the sharing features. But in its little
software head, Windows XP still considers you an account holder, and stands ready
to accommodate any others who should come along.

In any case, now you should see the importance of the Documents and Settings folder.
Inside are folders named for the different people who use this PC. In general, Limited
account holders (page 492) aren’t allowed to open anybody else’s folder.

If you're the sole proprietor of the machine, there’s only one account folder here—and
it’s named for you, of course. If not, there’s a folder here for each person who has
an account on this PC. (As noted above, if your PC isn’t part of a corporate domain
network, icons for these folders also appear in the My Computer window. Those are
only pointers to the real folders, which are here in Documents and Settings.)

This is only the first of many examples in which Windows imposes a fairly rigid folder
structure, but this approach has its advantages. By keeping such tight control over
which files go where, Windows XP keeps itself pure—and very stable. Furthermore,
keeping all of your stuff in a single folder will make it very easy to back up your
work.

Program Files
This folder contains all of your applications—Word, Excel, Internet Explorer, your
games, and so on. But that isn’t the impression you get when you first open the folder

(Figure 3-2).

Fortunately, making them appear on your screen is easy enough: Simply click the
words “Show the contents of this folder.” They appear just below the “These files
are hidden” message, and also in the task pane. (The Local Disk (C:) drive window
works the same way.)

This peculiar behavior requires some explanation. A Windows program isn’t a single,
self-contained icon. Instead, each is accompanied by a phalanx of support files and
folders like the ones shown in Figure 3-2. Nestled among all of these auxiliary files
is the actual application icon, which can’t even run if it’s separated from its support
group.

As mentioned previously, Microsoft and other software companies grew weary of
taking tech-support calls from people whose programs stopped working after being
moved around. Finally, as a preemptive strike, Microsoft simply made them invis-
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ible. The “These files are hidden” message is meant to say: “Nothing to see here, folks.
Move along.”

So how are you supposed to launch your programs if you can’t see them in the Pro-
gram Files folder? Just take your pick of a half-dozen ways, all of which are described
in the beginning of Chapter 5.

The Folders of
Windows XP

Figure 3-2: = 2
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Windows or WINNT

Here’s another folder that Microsoft wishes its customers would simply ignore. This
most hallowed folder contains Windows itself, the thousands of little files that make
Windows, well, Windows. Most of these folders and files have cryptic names that
appeal to cryptic people.

Note: This folder is usually called Windows; however, it's called WINNT if you upgraded your operating
system frem Windows 2000. In the remaining pages of this book, let the term “Windows folder” refer to
“the folder called Windows or WINNT, depending on whether or not you upgraded your machine from
Windows 2000."
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The Folders of In general, the healthiest PC is one whose Windows folder has been left alone. (One
Windows XP exception: The Fonts folder contains the icons that represent the various typefaces
installed on your machine. You're free to add or remove icons from this folder.)

Your Account Folder

Everything that makes your Windows XP experience your own sits inside the Local
Disk (C:)—Documents and Settings—[Your Name] folder. This is where Windows
stores your preferences, documents, pictures and music, Web favorites and cookies
(described below), and so on.

In general, you won’t have much business interacting directly with this folder, except
perhaps to back it up. But understanding how Windows works—and how it keeps
your stuff separate from that of everybody else who uses the machine—is much easier
once you've had a tour of your own account folder.

= Cookies. A cookieis a small (and controversial) preference file that some Web sites
deposit on your hard drive. This special file is how sites recognize you when you
visit them again. A cookie is responsible for the “Hello, [Your Name]!” message
that greets you when visiting Amazon.com, for example. Windows keeps them in
this folder.

» Desktop. When you drag an icon out of a folder or disk window and onto your
Windows XP desktop, it may appear to show up on the desktop. But that’s just an
optical illusion—a visual convenience. In truth, nothing in Windows XP is ever
really on the desktop; it’s just in this Desktop folder, and mirrored on the desktop
area.

Remember that everyone who shares your machine will, upon logging on (Chapter
16), see his own stuff sitting out on the desktop. Now you know how Windows XP
does it: There’s a separate Desktop folder in every person’s account folder.

You can entertain yourself for hours trying to prove this. If you drag something
out of your Desktop folder, it also disappears from the actual desktop. And vice
versa.

» Favorites. See page 582 for a definition of favorites. For now, it’s enough to note
that this folder stores shorteuts of the files, folders, and other items you designated
as favorites. This information can be handy if you want to delete a bunch of your
favorites all at once, rename them, and so on.

Tip: This folder may also contain a Links folder. It's the folder representation of the Links toolbar described
on page 87.

« My Documents. Windows XP makes it look like you’re setting up your nest (your
documents, photos, music files, and so on) in the My Documents folder—the one
that opens when you choose Start—My Documents. And whenever you save a
new document (when you're working in Word, for example), the Save dialog box
proposes storing the new file in this folder.
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Behind the scenes, however, My Documents is actually just one of several folders The Folders of
in your own account folder. It’s a good idea to back this one up periodically. Windows XP
« Start menu. This folder is the true home for the icons whose names appear in your

Start menu. By renaming, deleting, or adding to the contents of this folder, you

can quickly and easily reorganize your Start menu.

Your account folder actually holds much more than this, but the rest of the folders
are hidden, reserved for use by Windows itself. The hidden folders include: Applica-
tion Data (which your programs may use to store user-specific settings and files),
Local Settings (Internet Explorer’s history list and cache file, for example), NetHood
(shortcuts for the icons in your My Network Places window), My Recent Documents
(document shortcuts, the ones that show up in the optional My Recent Documents
submenu of the Start menu), and SendTo, which is described later in this chapter.

Navigating My Computer

Most of the time, you can get where you're going on your computer using the com-
mands, programs, and folders listed in the Start menu. But when you need to find
something that isn’t listed there—when you need to burrow manually through the
labyrinth of folders on the machine—Windows offers two key methods of undertak-
ing a folder quest.

First, you can open the My Computer window, as described at the beginning of this
chapter. From there, you double-click one folder after another, burrowing ever deeper
into the folders-within-folders.

NOSTALGIA CORNER

Turning Off Simple Folder View

When it set about creating Windows XP, Microsoft left no
stone unturned in its reevaluation of every existing Windows
feature~and Windows Explorer, described on the following
pages, is no exception.

You may have noticed, for example, that vertical dotted
lines no longer indicate how deeply you've burrowed in
your “tree” of folders within folders, as shown at left in
Figure 3-3.

There’s an even more important change, too. When you
click a folder icon (not its + button) on the left side of an
Explorer window, Windows expands thatfolder’s listing and
instantly closes whichever folder you previously expanded.
In other words, it's much harder to get lost in the navigation
of your folder tree by expanding the listings of too many
folders within folders.

But if you really want to open two different “branches”
(subfolders) of your folder tree simultaneously—to compare
the contents of two folders simultaneously, for example~the
process is easy enough: Just click the little + symbols beside
folder names instead of diicking the folder names themselves.
When you click the -+ buttons, Explorer works exactly as it
did in previous versions, leaving open the listings for the
subfolders you've already opened.

Thatstill doesn’t bring back the dotted lines, however. If you
really prefer the old Explorer in all regards, choose Tools—
Folder Options—View Tab'in any open folder window. Turn
off “Display simple folder view in Explorer's Folders list,” and
click OK. Now Explorer looks exactly as it did in previous
Windows versions.
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Tip: As you navigate your folders, keep in mind the power of the Backspace key. Each time you press it, you
jump to the parent window of the one you're now looking at—the one that contains the previous folder. For
example, if you're perusing the My Pictures folder inside My Documents, pressing Backspace opens the My
Documents window. (Backspace also works in most Web browsers, functioning as the Back button.)

Likewise, the Alt key, pressed with the right and left arrow keys, serves as a Back and Forward button. Use
this powerful shortcut (instead of clicking the corresponding buttons on the Standard toolbar) to “walk”
backward or forward through the list of windows most recently opened.

Navigating with Windows Explorer

The second method of navigating the folders on your PC is called Windows Ex-
plorer—for long-time Windows veterans, a familiar sight. (Note that some people
use the term “Windows Explorer” to refer to everyday folder windows. In this book, '
the term refers exclusively to the split-window view shown in Figure 3-3.)

Using this method, you work in a single window that shows every folder on the
machine at once. As a result, you're less likely to lose your bearings using Windows
Explorer than burrowing through folder after folder, as described above.

You can jump into Explorer view using any of these methods:
» Shift—double-click any disk or folder icon.

» Right-click a disk or folder icon (even if it’s in the Start menu) and choose Explore
from the shortcut menu.

» Click Folders on the Standard toolbar.

* Choose View—Explorer Bar—Folders.

* Choose Start—All Programs—Accessories—Windows Explorer.
* Choose Start—Run, type explorer, and then press Enter.

No matter which method you use, the result is a window like the one shown in Figure
3-3.

As you can see, this hierarchical display splits the window into two panes. The left
pane displays only disks and folders. The right pane displays the contents (folders
and files) of any disk or folder you click. You can manipulate the icons on either side
much as you would any other icons. For example, double-click one to open it, drag it
to the Recycle Bin to delete it, or drag it into another folder in the folder list to move
it elsewhere on your machine.

This arrangement makes it very easy to move files and folders around on your hard
drive. First, make the right pane display the icon you want to move. Then, set up the
left pane so that you can see the destination folder or disk—and drag the right-side
icon frem one side to the other.
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When the panel is too narrow

As shown in Figure 3-3, expanding a folder provides a new indented list of folders

inside it. If you expand folders within folders to a sufficient level, the indentation may
push the folder names so far to the right that you can’t read them. You can remedy
this problem with any of the following actions:

» Adjust the relative sizes of the window halves by dragging the vertical bar between

them.

* Position your mouse pointer over a folder whose name is being chopped off. A
tooltip balloon appears to display the full name of the folder.

* Use the horizontal scroll bar at the bottom of the left pane to shift the contents.

The Folders of
Windows XP

Figure 3-3:

Front: Windows Explorer
offers a treetop view of your
computer’s hierarchy. When
you click a disk or folder in
the left pane, the right pane
displays its contents, includ-
ing files and folders. Click the
+ button to expand a disk
or folder, opening a new,
indented list of what's inside
it. Click the — button to “col-
lapse” the folder list again.

Back: If you turn off the new
“simple folder view” display,
the dotted vertical and
horizontal lines in the left
pane help you keep track of
the hierarchical levels.
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Viewing folder contents

To see what's in one of the disks or folders listed at the left side of the Explorer win-
dow, you can use any of these techniques. (See the box on page 107 for details on

simple folder view.)

* With simple folder view turned on: In the left pane, click the icon, name, or + button
of a disk or folder. The branch of your folder tree expands in the left pane, while
the right pane displays its contents.
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The Folders of « With simple folder view turned off: In the left pane, click a folder or disk; the contents
Windows XP appear in the right pane. To expand the listing for a disk or folder, double-click its
name, double-click its icon, or single-click the + button beside it.

» Right-click a folder in the left pane and select Open from the shortcut menu. A
new window opens, displaying the contents of the folder you clicked. (To open
a program or document appearing in either side of the window, double-click it as
usual.)

The right-side pane of the Explorer window behaves exactly like any folder window.
Don’t forget that you can change it to an icon view or list view, for example, using
the View menu as usual.

Keyboard shortcuts
If you arrive home one day to discover that your mouse has been stolen, or if you
just like using the keyboard, you'll enjoy the shortcuts that work in the Windows

Explorer window:

left arrow Collapses the highlighted folder, or if it's already collapsed, highlights
its “parent” folder. (The + key on your numeric keypad does the same
thing.)

right arrow Expands a highlighted folder, or if it's already expanded, highlights
the first folder inside it. (The - key on your numeric keypad does the
same thing.)

* (on number pad) Displays alf of the selected folder's subfolders.

F6 or Tab Highlights the other half of the window.

Alt+left arrow Highlights whichever folder you last highlighted.

Backspace Highlights the “parent” disk or folder of whatever is highlighted.

Ctrl+Z Undoes whatever you just did in this Explorer window.

Home, End Highlights first or last icon in the folder list.

AB,C... Highlights the first visible file or folder in the left-pane hierarchy that

matches the letter you typed. Type the same letter again to highlight
the next matching icon.

You can also press the letter keys to highlight a folder or file that begins with that
letter, or the up and down arrow keys to “walk” up and down the list.

Life with Icons

Both of the navigational schemes described so far in this chapter have only one goal
in life: to help you manage your icons. You could spend your entire workday just
mastering the techniques of naming, copying, moving, and deleting these icons—and
plenty of people do.

Here’s the crash course.
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Renaming Your Icons
To rename a file, folder, printer, or disk icon, you need to open up its renaming rect-
angle. You can do so with any of the following methods:

* Highlight the icon and then press the F2 key at the top of your keyboard.
» Click carefully, just once, on a previously highlighted icon’s name.

* Right-click the icon and choose Rename from the shortcut menu.

Tip: You can even rename your hard drive, so that you don't go your entire career with a drive named
“Local Disk.” Just rename its icon (in the My Computer window) as you would any other. You're not al-
lowed to rename important system folders like Documents and Settings, Recycle Bin, Windows, WINNT,
and System32, however.

In any case, once the renaming rectangle has appeared around the current name,
simply type the new name you want, and then press Enter. Feel free to use all the
standard text-editing tricks while you're typing: Press Backspace to fix a typo, press |
the left and right arrow keys to position the insertion point, and so on. When you're

POWER USERS’ CLINIC

Long Names and DOS Names

Windows XP permits long filenames, but DOS—the
ancient operating system that used to lurk beneath Win-
dows—doesn't.

PC pros refer to the folder DOS naming system as the “eight
dotthree” system, because the actual name of the folder or
file can't be any longer than eight characters, and it requires
a file suffix that's up to three letters long. To accommodate
DOS rules, Windows XP creates an 8.3 version of every long
filename. As a result, every file onyour. computer actually has
two different names~a long one and a short one,

Every now and then, you'll run up against DOS filename limi-
tations. For example, this quirk explains why the actual name
of an application is a cryptic, shortened form of its full name
(WINWORD instead of Microsoft Word, for example).

Windows creates the shortened version by inserting the tilde
character (~), followed by sequential numbers, after the
sixth character of the filename—plus the original extension.
For example, the My Documents folder shows up as My
Docu~T when you view it in a DOS window. If you name
a file letter to mom.doc, it appears in DOS as Jetter~ I.doc.

it you then name a file letter to dad.doc, it appears in DOS
as fetter~2.doc, and so on,

This naming convention only becomes important if you
work in DOS, or you exchange files with someone who uses
Windows 3.1 or DOS.

Even when working in DOS;, however, you can still use the
long filenames of Windows XP if you wish. The trick is ta
enclose the names in quotation marks. For example, if you
wanttosee what's inthe My Documents folder, type cd| “my.
documents” (cd is the command to change folders). (You
also need quotation marks if there's a space in the file or
folder’s name.)

To copy, delete, or rename files from the DOS command
line, justuse the same trick. (Renaming files is usually much
easier in DOS than in Windows because you can change
batches of files at onice.) When you enter the dir command,
you see both the DOS filename and the long filename, thus
making it easy to use either the 8.3 or long filename (using
quotes, of course).
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finished editing the name, press Enter to make it stick. (If another icon in the folder
has the same name, Windows beeps and makes you choose another name.)
A folder or file name can be up to 255 characters long, including spaces and the file-
name extension (the three-letter suffix that identifies the file type). Because they’re

reserved for behind-the-scenes use, Windows doesn’t let you use any of these symbols
in a folder or filename: \ /: * 2% < > |

Tip: If you highlight a bunch of icons at once and then open the renaming rectangle for any one of them,
you wind up renaming alf of them. For example, if you've highlighted folders called Cats, Dogs, and Fish,
renaming one of them Animals changes the original names to Animals (1), Animals (2), and Animals (3).

If this new Windows XP feature hits you unexpectedly, press Ctrl+Z repeatedly until you've restored all the
original names. {On the other hand, if you wish you had even more mass-renaming power (the ability to
add a certain prefix to every file, for example, or even to search-and-replace text within the files’ names), use
Better File Name, a piece of shareware listed on the “Missing CD" page at www.missingmanuals.com.

If you like, you can give more than one file or folder the same name, as long as they’re
not in the same folder. For example, you can have as many files named “Letter to
Smith” as you wish, as long as each is in a different folder.

* Nofe: Windows XP comes factory set not to show you filename extensions. That's why you sometimes might
think you see two different files called, say, Quarterly Sales, both in the same folder.

The explanation is that one filename may end with .doc (a Word document), and the other may end with
Xls (an Excel document). But because these suffixes are hidden (page 112), the files look like they have
exactly the same name.

Icon Properties
As every Windows veteran knows, properties are a big deal in Windows. Properties

are preference settings that you can change independently for every icon on your
machine.

To view the Properties dialog box for an icon, choose from these techniques:
» Right-click the icon; choose Properties from the shortcut menu.
* While pressing Alt, double-click the icon.
« Highlight the icon; press Alt+Enter.
These settings aren’t the same for every kind of icon, however. Here’s what you can

expect when opening the Properties dialog boxes of various icons (see Figure 3-4).

My Computer
This Properties dialog box is packed with useful information about your machine.
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* The General tab tells you what kind of processor is inside, how much memory
(RAM) your PC has, and what version of Windows you've got.

* The Hardware tab (shown in Figure 3-4) includes a link to the Device Manager,
which breaks down your equipment even more specifically—it provides the manu-
facturer and model name of each component on your machine (modem, monitor,

mouse, and so on).

Figure 3-4:

The Properties dialog
boxes are different for
every kind of icon. In

the months and years

to come, you may find
many occasions when
adjusting the behavior
of some icon has big
benefits in simplicity and
productivity. Leff: Two
tabs of the System Prop-
erties dialog box (which
appears when you check
the proper-ties of your
My Computer icon).

Right: The Properties
dialog box for a Word
document.
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appear to other people on an office network.

The Computer Name tab is where you set up your computer’s name, as it will

The Advanced tab offers buttons that serve as rabbit holes into ever more technical

dialog boxes. They include Performance (see the box on page 114), User Profiles
(sec page 490), and Startup and Recovery (advanced controls related to dual-boot-
ing [page 561] and what happens when the system crashes).

Tip: One button on the Advanced tab is actually not advanced at all—the Error Reporting button. You may
have noticed that whenever a program crashes, freezes, or abruptly quits, Windows XP offers to email a report
of the event to Microsoft for the benefit of its debugging teams. Using the Error Reporting dialog box, you can
turn off this frequent attempt to contact the mother ship—or limit the attempts to certain programs.

* See page 451 for details on the System Restore tab, page 325 for information on
Automatic Updates, and page 135 for details on the Remote tab.
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Disks
In a disk’s Properties dialog box, you can see all kinds of information about the disk
itself:

+ General. This tab shows you the disk’s name (which you can change), its capacity
(which you can’t change), and how much of it is full.

+ Tools. Offers quick access to disk tools like ScanDisk and Defrag (Chapter 15).

» Hardware. Lists the individual drives—hard drives, CD drives, and so on—con-
nected to your machine, complete with troubleshooting and Properties buttons.

« Sharing. Controls who can access the disk, in person or by network (Chapter
18).

* Quota. If different people use this PC, each with a different account, you can limit
the amount of disk space each person is allowed to use. Details await on page

496.

i'safunny quirk of people in the comptiter industry that they
can't bring themselves to use English. They say form factor

when they means size, the dser
when they mean you, and price
poiat when they mean price.

As the System Properties dialog
boxllustrates, they also say perfor-
mance when they mean speed.

For example, if you click the Ad-
vanced tab and then the Setting
button in the Performance section
of the box, you get to the Visual
Effects tab of the Performance Op-
tions dialog box. It offers a long list
of checkboxes that controf the fittle
animations and visual accents that

define the more modern look and feel of Windows XP. For
example; “Animate windows whep minimizing and maximiz-
ing" makes Windows animate the shrinking of @ window
onto the taskbar when you minimize it. “Show shadows
under mouse pointer” produces atiny shadow beneath your
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shadows fook cool, but each saps
away a tiny scrap of speed and
power from your processor. Using
this dialog box, you can tumn off the
checkboses of features you can
do without. Turning all of them
off often produces a PC that feels
shappier and more responsive,
although a bit less Macintosh-
esque. {Leave "Use visual styles
on windows and buttoris™ turned
on, however, if you like the new,
softened look of Windows XP.)

The Advanced tab of this dialog box is a far less casual
business. It controls how Windows XI uses your processor
pawer and memory, and provides a butfon that'opens the
Virtual Memory control center for your machine, These are
extremely technical settings that you should adjust only with

the-guidance of a licensed geek.
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Data files

- The Properties for a plain old document depend on what kind of document it is. You
always see a General tab, but other tabs may also appear (especially for Microsoft
Office files).

* General. This screen offers all the obvious information about the document—Ilo-
cation, size, modification date, the program that opens the document (which
you can change with a click of the Change button), and so on—along with a few
interesting-looking checkboxes. For example, the read-only checkbox locks the
document. In the read-only state, you can open the document and read it, but you
can’t make any changes to it.

Neote: If you make a folder read-anly, it affects only the files already inside. If you add additional files later,
they remain editable.

Hidden turns the icon invisible. (It’s a great way to prevent something from being
deleted. Of course, because the icon becomes invisible, you may find it a bit dif-
ficult to open it yourself, unless you've turned off “Do not show hidden files and
folders” in the Folder Options dialog box, as described on page 80.)

The Advanced button offers a few additional options. File is ready for archiving
means, “Back me up.” This message is intended for the Backup program described
in Chapter 15, and indicates that this document has been changed since the last
time it was backed up (or that it’s never been backed up). For fast searching, allow
Indexing Service to index this file lets you indicate that this file should, or should
not, be part of the quick-search database created by Indexing Service (described
on page 47). Finally, Compress contents to save disk space is described later in
this chapter.

.

Security. The Security tab shows who’s allowed to open this file or folder and how
much freedom they have to mess with its contents (Chapter 18). You can use this
tab to delete or add groups, users, or permission.

Custom. As explained below, the Properties window of Office documents includes
a Summary tab that lets you look up a document’s word count, author, revision
number, and many other statistics. But you should by no means feel limited to
these 21 properties—nor to Office documents.

Using the Custom tab, you can create properties of your own—Working Title, Panic
Level, Privacy Quotient, or whatever you like. Just type the property name into the
Name text box (or choose one of the canned options in the Type drop-down menu)
and then click Add. You can then fill in the Value text box for the individual file
in question (so that its Panic Level is Red Alert, for example). Especially technical
people can later use Indexing Service (see page 47) to perform query-language
searches for these values.
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+ The Summary tab tells you how many words, lines, and paragraphs are in a par-
ticular Word document. For a graphics document, the Summary tab indicates the
graphic’s dimensions, resolution, and color settings.

Folders

The Properties boxes for folders reveal the same checkbox options as found for data
files. But now there’s a separate tab called Sharing, which makes the folder susceptible
to invasion by other people—either in person, when they log into this machine, or
from across your office network (see Chapters 16 and 18).

Program files

There’s not much here that you can change yourself, but you certainly get a lot to look
at. For starters, there are the General, Security, and Summary tabs described earlier.
But wait—that’s not all:

» Version. This tab offers a considerable wealth of detail about the program’s version
number, corporate parent, language, and so on.

+ Compatibility. There may come a day when you're more grateful for this tab than
just about any other new Windows XP feature. The idea is to provide you with a

P — Figure 3-5:
Er Bl Bt L By turning on “Run this program in compatibility mode for”
General| Compatbikty | Securty | Sunmary| and choosing the name of a previous version of Windows
e : from the drop-down list, you can fool that program into
1f you ﬁave plpblems u\jilh this program and it wnrkg;l carreclly on thinkfng that it’s running on Windows 95, Windows Me,
el s bl scless doramesib iz ey Windows NT, or whatever. While you're at it, you can also
specify that this program switch your screen to certain set-
Compatibiily mode | tings required by older games—256 colors,

[9] P i program i compatiblly mode for 640 x 480 pixel resolution, and so on—or without
T the new Windows XP look (turn on “Disable visual
{Windows 95 vi themes”).

D'windows NT 4.0 (Seivice Pack 9]

‘Windows 2000
TR I 256 colors

[1Run in 640 » 480 screen resolution g

[ Disable visual themes

Input settings
[] Tum off advanced text services for this program

| Learm more about piogram compatibiity,

E 0K - _}. Cancel Apply -
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way out of an uncomfortable situation. An example might be when you try to run
a pre-2002 program on Windows XP, and (because it’s never heard of Windows
XP) it doesn’t work right, or doesn’t work at all. Figure 3-5 illustrates the magic
in action.

Shortcuts

You can read about these useful controls later in this chapter.

Changing Your Icons’ Icons

You can change the inch-tall illustrations that represent the little icons replete in your
electronic world. You can’t, however, pick a single method to do so, because Microsoft
has divided up the controls among three different locations.

For example, one approach is to change the icon used by all files of a certain type. If
you're French, for example, you might want to change the big W on a Word document
to a big M (for Mot). Instructions appear on page 168.

You can also change the icon for some of the important Windows desktop icons: the
Recycle Bin, My Documents, and so on. Open the Display program in the Control
Panel (see Chapter 8), click the Desktop tab, then click Customize Desktop. You'll see a
sliding collection of those important Windows icons. Click one, and then click Change
Icon to choose a replacement from a collection Microsoft provides. (You haven’t lived
until you've made your Recycle Bin look like a green, growing tree.)

Finally, if you're sneaky, you can replace the icons for individual folder and shortcut
icons on your PC. Here’s how:

1. Right-click the folder or shortcut whose icon you want to change. From the
shortcut menu, choose Properties.

The Properties dialog box appears.

2. Click the Customize tab (for a folder) or the Shortcut tab (for a shortcut). At the
bottom of the dialog box, click the Change Icon button.

Yet another dialog box, filled with prefab replacement icons, appears. If you see
one that suits your fancy, click it; otherwise, continue.

3. Click Browse.

Windows XP now lets you hunt for icons on your hard drive. These can be icons
that you've downloaded from the Internet, icons embedded inside program files
and .dll files, or icons that youw've made yourself using a freeware or shareware
icon-making program like AX-Icons (available at www.missingmanuals.com,
among other places).

4. Click OK twice.

You should see your new replacement icon happily in place.
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Copying and Moving Folders and Files

Windows XP offers two different techniques for moving files and folders from one
place to another: dragging them, and using the Copy and Paste commands.

‘Whichever method you choose, you must start by showing Windows which icons you
want to copy or move—by highlighting them.

Highlighting Icons
To highlight (that is, select) one icon, just click it once. Or, to highlight multiple files
in preparation for moving, copying, or deleting, use one of these techniques:

» To highlight all the icons in a window, press Ctrl+A (the keyboard equivalent of
the Edit—Select All command).

« To highlight several consecutive icons, start with your cursor above and to one
side of them, then drag diagonally. As you drag, you create a temporary dotted-line
rectangle. Any icon that falls inside darkens to indicate that it’s been selected.

Alternatively, click the first icon you want to highlight, and Shift-click the last file.
All the files in between are selected, along with the two icons you clicked. (These
techniques work in any folder view: Details, Thumbnails, or whatever.)

» To highlight only specific icons, like the first, third, and seventh icons in the list,
start by clicking icon No. 1. Then Ctrl-click each of the others. (If you Ctrl-click
a selected icon again, you deselect it. A good time to use this trick is when you
highlight an icon by accident.)

Tip: The Cirl key trick is especially handy if you want to select almost all the icons in a window. Press Cirl+A
to select everything in the folder, then Ctrl-click any unwanted subfolders to deselect them.

Copying by Dragging Icons

Asyou know, you can drag icons from one folder to another, from one drive to another,
from a drive to a folder on another drive, and so on. (When you've selected several
icons, drag any one of them and the others will go along for the ride.)

Here’s what happens when you drag icons using the left mouse button:
« Dragging to another folder on the same disk moves the folder or file.
« Dragging from one disk to another copies the folder or file.

» Pressing the Ctrl key while dragging to another folder on the same disk copies the
icon. (If you do so within a single window, Windows creates a duplicate of the file
called “Copy of [filename].”)

« Pressing Shift while dragging from one disk to another moves the folder or file
(without leaving a copy behind).

+ Pressing Alt while dragging an icon creates a shortcut of it.
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The right-mouse-button trick

Think you'll remember all of those possibilities every time you drag an icon? Probably
not. Fortunately, you never have to. One of the most important tricks you can learn
is to use the right mouse button as you drag. When you release the button, the menu
shown in Figure 3-6 appears, so that you can either copy or move the icons.

Tip: Press Esc to cancel a dragging operation at any time.

Copying & Moving
Folders and Files

Figure 3-6:
Thanks to this shortcut menu, right-dragging icons
is much easfer and safer than left-dragging when

you want to move or copy something. 3 |0
E ! Searl

A B

wrteut to Working
fish (1) Outline

3 ove Here
Create Shortcuts Here

Cancel

Dragging icons in Windows Explorer
You may find it easier to copy or move icons in Windows Explorer, since the two-pane
display format makes it easier to see where your files are and where they’re going.

Here’s how to do it:

1. Make the destination folder visible by clicking the + buttons next to your folder
names, expanding your folder “tree” as necessary.

For example, to copy an icon into a certain folder, click the Local Disk (C:) icon
to see its list of folders. If the destination is a folder within that folder, expand its
parent folder as necessary.

2. In the left pane, click the disk or folder that contains the icon you want.
Its contents appear in the right pane.

3. Locate the icon you want to move in the right pane, and drag it to the appropriate
folder in the left pane (see Figure 3-7).

‘Windows copies the icon.

Copying by Using Copy and Paste

Dragging icons to copy or move them feels good because it’s so direct. You actually see
your arrow cursor pushing the icons into the new location. But you also pay a price
for this satisfying illusion. That is, you may have to spend a moment fiddling with
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Copying & Moving your windows, or clicking in the Explorer hierarchy, so that you have a clear “line of
Folders and Files drag” between the icon to be moved and the destination folder.
Fortunately, there’s a better way: You can use the Cut, Copy, and Paste commands to
move icons from one window into another. The routine goes like this:

1. Highlight the icon or icons you want to move or copy.
You can use any of the tricks described on page 118.
2. Right-click one of the icons. Choose Cut or Copy from the shortcut menu.

Alternatively, you can choose Edit—Cut or Edit—Copy, using the menu bar at the
top of the window. (Eventually, you may want to learn the keyboard shortcuts for
these commands: Ctrl+C for Copy, Ctrl+X for Cut.)

The Cut command makes the highlighted icons show up dimmed; you've now
stashed them on the invisible Windows Clipboard. (They don’t actually disappear
from their original nesting place until you paste them somewhere else.)

The Copy command also places copies of the files on the Clipboard, but doesn’t
disturb the originals.

3. Right-click the window, folder icon, or disk icon where you want to put the icons.
Choose Paste from the shortcut menu.

Once again, you may prefer to use the appropriate menu bar option—Edit—Paste.
Keyboard equivalent: Ctrl+V. Either way, you've successfully transferred the icons.
If you pasted into an open window, you'll see the icons appear there. If you pasted
onto a closed folder or disk icon, you need to open the icon’s window to see the

=, SEE—T=T]  Fgure 3-7:
tilesio Sol T The file Working Outline, located
e B My TG Sanw o & in the Notes to Self folder on the
P @Bk v O (T P search | Foiders | [ desktop, is being dragged to the
Uy folder named The Great Estonian
i SRR B : 5 Rl Novel (in the My Documents
e ’*;' ff‘:"‘l‘z““ sl e E/l ke folder). As the cursor passes each
u.; fj Amt:ear:aqus s T folder in the left pane, the folder’s
S £ Chris Olson B [@ e name darkens to show that it’s
1) Cookies piet SRR ready to receive the drag-and-
2 {23 Deskiop dropped goodies. Let go of the
£ totes to Sef mouse button when it’s pointing to
) Fishies the correct folder or disk.
#® Lf Favorites

¥ |23 David Pogue

# 1) Joe Normal
i ) Program Files
[# 1) WINDOWS
¥ .k CD Drive (D1) v
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results. And if you pasted right back into the same window, you get a duplicate of
the file called “Copy of [filename].”

Copying & Moving
Folders and Files

The Recycle Bin

The Recycle Bin is your desktop trash basket. This is where files and folders go when
they’ve outlived their usefulness, like a waiting room for data oblivion. Your files stay
here until you empty the Recycle Bin—or until you rescue them by dragging them
out again,

POWER USERS’ CLINIC

Secrets of the Send To Command

Ifyoufind yourself copying or moving cértain icons ta certain
folders or disks with regularity, it's time to exploit the File—
Send To command that lurks in every folder window (and
in'the shortcut menu for almost every icon).

This command offers a quick way to copy and move
highlighted icans to popular
destinations. For example,
you can teleport a copy of a
highlighted file directly to a
floppy disk by choosing File—
Send To—3 1/2 Floppy, or to
a blank €D by choosing Send Cut
To—CD Burner. You're spared
the tedium of choosing Copy,
selecting the floppy drive, and
choosing Paste.

Open With

Delete
Renarne

Properties

Another useful command is
Send To—"Desktop (create
shorteut),” which dumps a shortcut icon onto your desktop
background. Then there’s the Send To—Mail Recipient,
. which bundles the highlighted icon as an email attachment
that's ready to send. You can also zip up a folder (see the
end of this chapter) by choosing Send To—“Compressed
(zipped) Folder.”

But the real power of the Send To command is its abil-
ity to accommeodate your own favorite or frequently used
folders. Lurking in your My Computer—Local Disk (C)—
Dacuments and Settings—[Your Name] folder is a folder
called SendTo. Any shortcut icon you place here shows up

(2] Compressed (zipped) Folder
(i} Desktop (create shorteut)

- | [ Disasters

Create Shortcut | @ Documents To Go

| _J Mail Reciplent !

() My Documents
M4 3% Floppy (A1)

instantly in the Send To menus within your desktop folders
and shortcut menus.

Alas, this folder is among those that Microsoft considers
inappropriate for inspection by novices, As a result, the
SendTo folder is hidden in Windows XP.

To make it appear, open any.
folderwindow. Choose Tools—
Folder Options, click the View
tab, turn on “Show hidden
files and folders”, and click OK.
Now, when you open your own
account folder, you'll see the
SendTo folder.

Most people create shortcuts
herefor folders and disks (such
as your favorite backup disk).
When you highlight an icon
and then choose Send To—
Backup Zip, for example, Windows XP copies the icon to
that disk. (And if you simultaneously press Shift, you move
the icon to the other disk or folder.) !

You can even add shortcuts of applications (program files) to
the SendTo folder. By adding WinZip to this Send To menu,
for example, yoti can drop-kick a highlighted icon onto the
WinZip icon (for decompressing) just by choosing Send To—
WinZip. You can even create shortcuts for your printer or
fax modem, so that your can print or fax a document just by
highlighting its icon and choosing File—Send To—[printer
or fax madem’s namel.
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The Recycle Bin While you can certainly drag files or folders onto the Recycle Bin icon, it’s usually faster
to highlight them and then either (a) press the Delete key, (b) choose File—Delete, or
(c) right-click a highlighted icon and choose Delete from the shortcut menu.
Windows XP asks if you're sure you want to send the item to the Recycle Bin. (You

don’t lose much by clicking Yes, since it’s easy enough to change your mind.) Now
the Recycle Bin icon looks like it’s brimming over with paper.

Tip: To turn off the "Are you sure?” message that appears when you send something Bin-ward, right-click
the Recycle Bin. Then choose Properties from the shortcut menu, and turn off “Display delete confirmation
dialog.” Turning off the warning isn't much of a safety risk. After all, files aren't really being removed from
your drive when you put them in the Recycle Bin.

You can put unwanted files and folders into the Recycle Bin from any folder window,
from within Windows Explorer, or even inside the Open File dialog box of many
Windows applications (see Chapter 5).

Note: All of these methods put icons from your hard drive into the Recycle Bin. But deleting an icon from
a removable drive (floppy or Zip drives, for example), or other computers on the network, does not involve
the Recydle Bin, giving you no opportunity to retrieve them. (Deleting anything with the DOS def or erase
commands bypasses the Recycle Bin, too.)

Restoring Deleted Files and Folders
If you change your mind about sending something to the software graveyard, open
the Recycle Bin by double-clicking it. A window like the one in Figure 3-8 opens.

To restore a selected file or a folder—or a bunch of them—«click the “Restore the
selected items” link in the task pane, or choose File—Restore, or right-click any one
of the selected icons and then choose Restore from the shortcut menu.

Restored means returned to the folder from whence it came—wherever it was on your
hard drive when deleted. If you restore an icon whose original folder has been deleted in
the meantime, Windows XP even re-creates that folder to hold the restored file(s).

Tip: You don't have to put icons back into their original folders. By dragging them out of the Recycle Bin
window, you can put them into any folder you like.

Emptying the Recycle Bin

The files in the Recycle Bin occupy as much disk space as they did when they were
stored in folders. Deleting files doesn’t gain you additional disk space until you empty
the Recycle Bin. That’s why most people, sooner or later, follow up an icon’s journey
to the Recycle Bin with one of these cleanup operations:

+ Right-click the Recycle Bin icon, or a blank spot in the Recycle Bin window, and
choose Empty Recycle Bin from the shortcut menu.

+ Click “Empty the Recycle Bin” on the task pane in the Recycle Bin window.
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* In the Recycle Bin window, highlight only the icons you want to eliminate, and
then press the Delete key. (Use this method when you want to nuke only some of
the Recycle Bin’s contents.)

* Wait. When the Recycle Bin accumulates so much stuff that it occupies a signifi-
cant percentage of your hard drive space, Windows empties it automatically, as
described in the next section.

The first three of these procedures produce an “Are you sure?” message.

The Recycle Bin

Figure 3-8: ;
When you double-click the . g
Recycle Bin (top), its window ! L =L
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Customizing the Recycle Bin

You can make two useful changes to the behavior of the Recycle Bin. To investigate
these alterations, right-click the Recycle Bin icon and choose Properties from the
shortcut menu. The Recycle Bin Properties dialog box appears (see Figure 3-9).

Skip the Recycle Bin
If you, a person of steely nerve and perfect judgment, never delete a file in error, then
your files can bypass the Recycle Bin entirely when you delete them. Furthermore,
you’ll reclaim disk space instantly when you press the Delete key to vaporize a high-
lighted file or folder.

To set this up, turn on the “Do not move files to the Recycle Bin” checkbox (shown
in Figure 3-9). And voila: Your safety net is gone. (Especially if you also turn off the
checkbox shown at bottom in Figure 3-9—then you’re really living dangerously.)
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If that suggestion seems too extreme, consider this safety/convenience compromise:
Leave the Recycle Bin safety net in place most of the time, but bypass the Recycle Bin
on command only when it seems appropriate.

The trick to skipping the Recycle Bin on a one-shot basis is to press the Shift key while
you delete a file. Doing so—and then clicking Yes in the confirmation box—deletes
the file permanently, skipping its layover in the Recycle Bin. (The Shift-key trick works
for every method of deleting a file: pressing the Delete key, choosing Delete from the
shortcut menu, and so on.)

T e e e T Figure 3-9:
Heeycle Bin Properties | Use the Recycle Bin Properties dialog box to govern the
"Global | Local Disk (C:) | way the Recycle Bin works, or even if it works at all. If
e D) 1| you have multiple hard drives, the dialog box offers a tab
) Configure drives independently I‘ for each of them so you can configure a separate and
(&) Uss one setting for all drives: 5 independent Recycle Bin on each drive. To configure the

7100 not mave files ko the Recycle Bin, ure drives independently” option.
Remove flles immadiately when deleted !

Maximum size of Recycle Bin (percent of each drive)

Display delete confirmation dialog

Recycle Bin separately for each drive, select the “Config-

10%

OK. ] [ Cancel
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Auto-emplying the Recycle Bin
The Recycle Bin has two advantages over the physical trash cans behind your house:
First, it never smells. Second, when it’s full, it can empty itself automatically.

To configure this self-emptying feature, you specify a certain fullness limit as a per-
centage of the hard drive capacity. When the Recycle Bin contents reach that level,
Windows begins deleting files (permanently) as new files arrive in the Recycle Bin.
Files that arrived in the Recycle Bin first are deleted first.

Unless you tell it otherwise, Windows XP reserves 10 percent of your drive to hold
Recycle Bin contents. To change that percentage, just move the slider on the Proper-
ties dialog box (Figure 3-9). Keeping the percentage low means you're less likely to
run out of the disk space you need to install software and create documents. On the
other hand, raising the percentage means you’ll have more opportunity to restore
files you later want to retrieve.
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Note: Every disk has its own Recyde Bin, which holds files and folders you have deleted from that disk.
As you can see in the Recycle Bin Properties dialog box, the factory setting for automatic trash-deletion is
10 percent for afl of your drives. If you dlick “Configure drives independently,” you can use the separate dialog-
box tabs for each of your hard drives. Accordingly, each hard drive will then have its own trash-imit slider
and “Do net move files to the Recycle Bin” checkbox. (None of this affects the “Display delete confirmation
dialog" checkbox on the Global tab, which you can't change on a disk-by-disk basis.)

Shortcut Icons

A shortcut is a link to a file, folder, disk, or program (see Figure 3-10). You might
think of it as a duplicate of the thing’s icon—but not a duplicate of the thing itself.
(A shortcut takes up almost no disk space.) When you double-click the shortcut icon,
the original folder, disk, program, or document opens. You can also set up a keystroke
for a shortcut icon, so that you can open any program or document just by pressing
a certain key combination.

The Recycle Bin

Figure 3-10:
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Shortcuts provide quick access to the items you use most often. And because you can
make as many shortcuts of a file as you want, and put them anywhere on your PC,
you can effectively keep an important program or document in more than one folder.
Just create a shortcut of each to leave on the desktop in plain sight, or drag their icons
onto the Start button or the Quick Launch toolbar. In fact, everything listed in the
Start—Programs menu is a shortcut—even the My Documents folder on the desktop
is a shortcut (to the actual My Documents folder).

Tip: The shortcut menu has nothing to do with the shortcut icons feature. Maybe that's why it's sometimes
called the context menu.
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m Creating and Deleting Shortcuts
To create a shortcut, right-drag an icon from its current location to the desktop. When

you release the mouse button, choose Create Shortcut(s) Here from the menu.

Tip: if you're not in the moad for using a shortcut menu, just left-drag an icon while pressing Alt. A shortcut ap-
pears instantly. (And if your keyboard lacks an Alt key—yeah, right—drag while pressing Cirl+Shift instead.)

You can delete a shortcut the same as any icon, as described in the Recycle Bin dis-
cussion earlier in this chapter. (Of course, deleting a shortcut doesn’t delete the file
it points to.)

Unveiling a Shortcut’s True Identity

To locate the original icon from which a shortcut was made, right-click the shortcut
icon and choose Properties from the shortcut menu. As shown in Figure 3-10, the
resulting box shows you where to find the “real” icon—and offers you a quick way to
jump to it, in the form of the Find Target button.

Tip: See the little curved-arrow badge on the shortcut's icon? In a fit of interior-decorating passion, you can
actually change what it looks like. TweakU! does the trick; see page 586.

Shortcut Keyboard Triggers

Lurking within the Shortcut Properties dialog box is another feature with intriguing
ramifications: the Shortcut Key text box. By clicking here and then pressing a key
combination, you can assign a personalized keystroke for the shortcut. Thereafter,
by pressing that keystroke, you can summon the corresponding file, program, folder,
printer, networked computer, or disk window to your screen. Just remember that:

* The keystrokes work only on shortcuts stored on your desktop or in the Start menu.
If you stash the icon in any other folder, the keystroke stops working.

* Your keystroke can’t incorporate the Space bar or the Backspace, Delete, Esc, Print
Screen, or Tab keys.

» There are no one- or two-key combinations available here. Your combination must
include at least two of these three keys—Ctrl, Shift, and Alt—and another key.

Windows XP enforces this rule rigidly. For example, if you type a single letter key
into the box (like E), Windows automatically adds the Ctrl and Alt keys to your
combination (Ctrl+Alt+E). All of this is the operating system’s attempt to prevent
you from inadvertently duplicating one of the built-in Windows keyboard shortcuts
and thoroughly confusing both your computer and yourself.

Tip: In the Shortcut Properties dialog box (Figure 3-10), you can use the Run drop-down menu at the bot-
tom of the dialog box to choose Normal window, Minimized, or Maximized. By clicking OK, you've just told
Windows what kind of window you want to appear when opening this particular shortcut. OK, controlling
your Windows in this way isn't exactly the same as programming Microsoft Access, but you are, in your own
small way, telling Windows what te do.
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Burning CDs from the Desktop

Most new PCs come with a CD burner, a drive that can record new CDs that contain
your own stuff. If your PC has such a drive—either a CD-R drive (CD recordable, which
means you can record each disc only once) or a CD-RW drive (CD rewriteable, for
which you can buy CD-RW discs that you can erase and re-record as many times as
you like), you're in for a treat. For the first time, Windows XP lets you burn CDs full
of your files and folders without requiring a program like Roxio’s Easy CD Creator.

That’s because Windows XP includes Easy CD Creator (pieces of it, anyway). You now
have a great feature for making backups, emailing people, or exchanging files with a
PC or a Macintosh (the resulting CDs are cross-platform).

If your PC does, in fact, have a CD burner, start by inserting a blank CD. Windows
offers to open a special CD-burning window, which will be the temporary waiting
room for files that you want to copy to the CD (Figure 3-11, top left).

Note: If you've turned off this feature, you can open the CD window yourself; Open My Computer, and
then double-click the CD icon.

Now tell Windows which files and folders you want copied onto it, using one of these

Burning CDs from
the Desktop

three methods:

Figure 3-11:
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Burning CDs from . ' » Drag the desired file and folder icons into the open CD window, or onto the CD
the Desktop icon in the My Computer window.
» Highlight the files and folders you want burned onto the CD. Choose File—Copy.

Click the CD’s window, and then choose File—Paste to copy the material there.

« Explore your hard drive. Whenever you find a file or folder you'd like backed up,
right-click it. From the shortcut menu, choose Send To—CD Drive.

Nate: All of this pertains to copying everyday computer files onto a CD. If you want to burn music CDs,
don't use this method. Use Windows Media Player instead. (See page 226 for details.)

In any case, Windows now copies the files and folders into a temporary, invisible
holding-tank folder. In other words, you need plenty of disk space before you begin
burning a CD, at least double the size of the CD files themselves.

Tip: Remember that a standard CD can hold only about 650 MB of files. To ensure that your files and folders
will fit, periodically highlight all the icans in the My Computer—CD window (choose Edit—Select All). Then
inspect the Details box in the task pane to confirm that the Total File Size is within the legal limit.

At last, when everything looks ready to go, click the “Write these files to CD” link in
the task pane (top right in Figure 3-11), or choose File—Write these files to CD. The
CD Writing Wizard appears, as shown at bottom in Figure 3-11, to guide you through
the process of naming the new CD and burning the disc.

Note: When using a CD-RW disc (that is, one that you can erase and re-record), you can't change the
disc’s name once it's been recorded for the first time. You can still replace its contents using the techniques
described here, though.

Hard-core Windows power users, of course, sneer at all this. Only with a commercial
CD-burning program, they point out, can you burn MP3 music CDs, create mixed-
mode CDs (containing both music and files), create Video CDs (low-quality video
discs that play on DVD players), and so on.

Still, if you use your burner primarily for quick backups, long-term storage, or trans-
ferring big files to other computers, a little bit of free software goes a long way.

Compressing Files and Folders

Compressing files and folders to reduce the space they occupy on your hard drive can
occasionally be useful, especially when hard drive space is running short, or when you
want to email files to someone without dooming them to an all-night modem-watch-
ing session. Maybe that’s why Microsoft has endowed Windows XP with two different
schemes for compressing files and folders: NTFS compression and zipped folders.
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NTFS Compression

If your hard drive is formatted using a software scheme called NTFS (short for NT
file system; see page 462 for details), Windows XP can automatically compress and
decompress your files, almost instantaneously. Whenever you open or transfer a file,
it’s automatically and invisibly expanded; any file you copy into a compressed folder
or disk is compressed automatically. (If you only smove it into such a folder from
elsewhere on the disk, however, it stays compressed or uncompressed—whichever
it was originally.)

To turn on NTFS compression, right-click the icon for the file, folder, or disk whose
contents you want to shrink. Now choose Properties from the shortcut menu. In the re-
sulting dialog box, turn on “Compress drive to save disk space.” (See Figure 3-12.)

Compressing Files
and Folders

Figure 3-12: {9
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Zipped Folders

If you've ever used Windows before, you've probably encountered Zip files. Each one is
a tiny little suitcase, an archive, whose contents have been tightly compressed to keep
files together, to save space, and to transfer them online faster. Use this method when
you want to email something to someone, or when you want to back up a completed
project and remove it from your hard drive to free up space.

You can create a Zip archive in either of two ways:

* Right-click any blank spot on the desktop or an open window. From the shortcut
menu, choose New—Compressed (zipped) Folder. Type a name for your newly
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Compressing Files created, empty archive, and then press Enter. Now, each time you drag a file or
folder onto the archive’s icon (or into its open window), Windows automatically
| stuffs a copy of it inside. (If you'd rather move a file or folder into the archive—in
\ the process deleting the full-size version and saving disk space—right-drag the

file or folder icon onto the archive icon. From the shortcut menu, choose Move
Here.)

« To turn an existing file or folder into a zipped archive, right-click its icon. (To zip
up a handful of icons, select them first, then right-click any one of them.) Now,
from the shortcut menu, choose Send To—Compressed (zipped) Folder. You've
just created a new archive folder and copied the files or folders into it.

Tipp: At this point, you can right-click the zipped felder's icon and choose Send To—Mail Recipient. Windows
automatically whips open your email program, creates an outgoing message ready for you to address, and
attaches the zipped file to it—which is now set for transport.

Working with zipped folders
In many respects, a zipped folder behaves just like any ordinary folder. Double-click
it to see what’s inside (Figure 3-13).

If you double-click one of the files you find inside, however, Windows opens up a
read-only copy of it—that is, a copy you can view, but not edit. To make changes to
a read-only copy, you must use the File—Save As command and save it somewhere
else on your hard drive.

Nete: Be sure to navigate to the desktop or My Documents folder, for example, before you save your
edited document. Otherwise, Windows will save it into an invisible temporary folder, where you may never
see it again.

a1 Figure 3-13:
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Getting Help

capable, but seems to come with fewer pages of printed instructions. In Win-
dows XP, Microsoft has relegated more of its wisdom than ever to online help
screens—or, even less conveniently, to Web pages on the Internet.

3 s you've no doubt noticed, each version of Windows gets bigger and more

On the other hand, Microsoft has improved the Help window by incorporating links
to various diagnostic and repair tools, troubleshooting wizards, and help sources on
the Web. It may take all weekend, but eventually you should find written information
about this or that Windows feature or problem.

Navigating the Help System

To open the help system, choose Start—Help and Support, or press F1. The Help and
Support window appears, as shown in Figure 4-1. From here, you can home in on the
help screen you want using any of three methods: clicking your way from the Help
home page, using the index, or using the Search command.

Help Home Page

The home page shown in Figure 4-1 contains three basic areas. In the left column:
Frequently sought help topics, such as “Music, video, games, and photos” and “Print-
ing and faxing.” In the right column: buttons that take you to specialized interactive
help systems and utility software. Finally, at the lower right, Microsoft treats you each
day to a different “Did you know?” headline.

If one of the broad topics on the left side corresponds with your question, click
any topic to see a list of subtopics. The subtopic list will lead you to another, more
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Navigating the focussed list, which in turn leads you to an even narrower list. Eventually you'll arrive
Help System at a list that actually produces a help page.

Tip: If you seem to have misplaced your contact lenses, simply adjust the type size used by the Help Center.
Click Options on the toolbar, and then click “Change Help and Support Center options” at the left side of the
window. In the right pane, under “Font size used for Help content,” you'll see the “Font size” buttons—Small,

Medium, or Large.

Frequently sought topics

search I =
S sa3ch optk e

Pick a Help tojiic

= What's neve in Windows XP.
« Meic, vidleo, games, and photes
« Wnilows lasics

& Networking and the Web
t e Waorking rentely

= Cisstomizng your Compites
¥« Atcessibility

» - Prnting s faxing
- = Performatice and maintensnce
‘S = Harehwars
“i « Fixiog @ problen :

» Seric your feedback o Miccosoft

Special help features

Figure 4-1:

When working in the Help
and Support Center win-
dow, you can use the Back,
Forward, Home, Favorites,
and History buttons on the
toolbar. They may look like
the corresponding buttons

Ask for assistante

E} Irwita  mend to connect, 1o your Tomesiter sith Resnote Assﬁimug
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Pick a task
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13 Lo charges o ter vt System Restore

3] 140 Tools 1o & computis nformation and daancio problens

Did you know?

» St yoz oninie sach cobors.
* Protect your FC

in a Web browser, but
these buttons refer only to
your travels within the help
system. The Favorites but-
ton here represents your
favorite help pages—they're
not the same favorites you
see in Internet Explorer.

Search the Help Pages

By typing a phrase into the Search text box at the top of the main page and then click-
ing the green arrow (or pressing Enter), you instruct Windows XP to rifle through its

10,000 help pages to search for the phrase you typed.

Here are a few pointers:

* When you enter multiple words, Windows XP assumes that you're looking for
help screens that contain all of those words. For example, if you search for video
settings, help screens that contain both the words “video” and “setting” (although

not necessarily next to each other) will appear.

« If you would rather search for an exact phrase (“video settings”), click the “Set
search options” link underneath the Search text box. The search options page
appears; at the bottom, you'll find a “Search for” drop-down menu. Choose “The

exact phrase” and then repeat the search.
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Tip: This same drop-down menu offers choices like “Any of the words," which means that if you type video
seftings, you'll find help pages that have either of those words. Choosing “The Boolean phrase” from this

drop-down menu means that you intend to use the phrases or, and, or not in your search phrase for further
specificity. For example, entering video not settings would yield all help pages concerning “video” that don't

discuss “settings.”

» Windows displays only the first fifteen topics it finds in each of its help databases.
If you'd rather see more or fewer “hits,” you’ll find an adjustment control on, once
again, the “Set search options” page. (That page also lets you turn off the search
highlight, the dark rectangle shown in Figure 4-2 that appears around your search
phrase on the resulting help pages.)

Navigating the
Help System

Figure 4-2:

Each document title in the
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After each search, the left-side list shows three different categories of help topics:

* Suggested Topics reveals help pages whose keywords, invisibly assigned by Micro-
soft, match your search phrase. Of course, if you and Microsoft don’t happen to use
the same terminology, you won't find what you're seeking listed in this group.

» Full-text Search Matches are help pages on which your search phrase actually
appears in the help page text.

* Microsoft Knowledge Base refers to the massive collection of technical articles on
the Microsoft Web site. If you're not online, you can’t read them.
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:‘:’ig:“'t‘g the Tip:\When you're on a laptop at 39,000 feet, you probably don't have an Intemet connection. In that case, you
e A et may prefer that Windows not attempt to search the Microsoft Knowledge Base on the Internet. Click “Set search

options” just beneath the Search text box, and then turn off the Microsoft Knowledge Base checkbox.

Help Index

The success of the Search command boils down to your using the same terminology
Microsoft does. Sometimes, you may have better luck unearthing a certain help article
by clicking the Index button on the toolbar.

Doing so produces a massive list of almost every help topic in the Windows repertoire,
sorted alphabetically (Figure 4-3). Double-click a topic’s name to see its correspond-
ing help page Help window’s right pane.

If you type a few letters into the Search box, the Index scrolls to the closest match.
But if that doesn’t produce a matching entry, you can still scroll through the index
manually.

B . Figure 4-3:
IR g . . As you type, Windows XP matches each character by
& - ¢ ‘f.;\i {} g highlighting successive index listings to correspond with

P, the characters you've typed so far. Most of the entries in
Set search opti

the index are indented~these are the links to actual help
pages. Don't waste your time trying to double-click the
category headings (the entries that aren't indented, but
that have indented entries underneath them.) They don‘t
do anything when double-clicked, since you're supposed
to open one of the indented subentries.
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Tip: Ordinarily, the Help window fills most of your screen, so it may cover up whichever steps you're trying
to follow. However, clicking the Change View button (above the help text in the right pane) hides the list of
topics and shrinks the help page so it fills a much smaller window. Click the button again to return to the
two-pane view.

“What's This?”: Help for Dialog Boxes

If you're ever facing a dialog box (like the one shown in Figure 4-4) while scanning
a cluster of oddly worded options, Windows XP’s “What’s This?” feature can come
to the rescue. It makes pop-up captions appear for text boxes, checkboxes, option
buttons, and other dialog box elements.

You can summeon these pop-up identifiers (see Figure 4-4) in either of two ways:

* Right-click something in the dialog box. In the world’s shortest shortcut menu
that now appears, click What’s This?

Navigating the
Help System

Figure 4-4:
After clicking the question-mark icon at the
upper-right corner, you can click any control

in the dialog box—in this case, the Screen

Area slider—to read about its function.

To make the pop-up box go away, click
anywhere within its border. When the pop-up
box containing the answer to What's This?
appears on your screen, simply right-click in

Local Disk
NTFS

Type:

File spstem:

the box and choose Copy (to copy the text of
the pop-up to the Clipboard) or Print Topic
(to print the help page for that topic).

2,108,891,136 bytes
2,752,700,416 bytes

B Used space:
B Free cpace;

Capacity;

4,861,591.552 bytes

free.

Shows how much space on this disk is used and haw muchis |

1.96 GB
256 GB

452 GB

* Click the question mark in the upper-right corner of the dialog box, and then click
the element you want identified.

Remote Assistance

You may think you've experienced stress in your lifetime: deadlines, breakups, down-
sizing. But absolutely nothing approaches the frustration of an expert trying to help
a PC beginner over the phone—for both parties. The expert is flying blind, using
Windows terminology that the beginner doesn’t know. Meanwhile, the beginner
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Remote Assistance doesn’t know what to look for and describe to the expert on the phone. Every little
operation takes 20 times longer than it would if the expert were simply seated in front
of the machine. Both parties are likely to age ten years in an hour.

Fortunately, that era is at an end. One of Windows XP’s biggest big-ticket features is
something called Remote Assistance. It lets somebody having trouble with the com-
puter extend an invitation to an expert, via the Internet. Through Remote Assistance,
the expert can actually see the screen of the flaky computer, and even take control
of it by remotely operating the mouse and keyboard. The guru can make even the
most technical tweaks—running utility software, installing new programs, adjusting
hardware drivers, even editing the Registry (Appendix C)—by long distance remote
control. Remote Assistance really is the next best thing to being there.

Remote Assistance: Rest Assured

Of course, these days, most people react to the notion of Remote Assistance with stark
terror. What's to stop some troubled teenager from tapping into your PC in the middle
of the night, rummaging through your files, and reading your innermost thoughts?

Plenty. First of all, you, the help-seeker, must begin the process by sending a specific
electronic invitation to the expert. The invitation has a time limit: If the helper doesn’t
respond within, say, 10 minutes, the electronic door to your PC slams shut again. Sec-
ond, the remote-control person can only see what’s on your screen. She can’t actually
manipulate your computer unless you grant another specific permission. And finally,
you must be present at your machine to make this work. The instant you see something
fishy going on, a quick tap on your Esc key disconnects the interloper.

GEM IN THE ROUGH
Troubleshooters
When a PC feature isnt working the way. you'd hope, or  gests another resource for more help.

st working at all Win- _ _ e
é{)WS XP offers a spec;.aI’ | Do you have a problem with your sound card?

If you receive an audio srror message, or if you have general sound problems, you @

Yc‘&; won’i:-= find trotble:

might have a problern with your sound card or sound card driver, Go to the Sound |
. treubleshoater for more assistance. E -Ceﬁ.’a

¢ Can you play DVYDs after you fix a problem with your sound card?

Imulaféshaoter—é
of help screens spedifi-
cally designed to solve

_pmblems. €3 1 want to skip this step and try. samething else.

ifyou follow all the steps @’%rﬁfﬁ ( Stant Over ]
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gests anid yoti're Unable :
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O Yes, this solves the problem,

136 WINDOWS XP HOME EDITION: THE MISSING MANUAL

Lenovo EX-1006, Page 149
IPR2021-00786 (Lenovo Inc. v. LIiTL LLC.)



Tip: If, despite all of these virtual locks and chains, you absolutely can't stand the idea that there's a tiny key-
hole into your PC from the Internet, choose Start— Control Panel. Click "Switch to Classic View," if necessary,
and then double-click the System icon. In the System dialog box, click the Remote tab, and turn off “Allow
Remote Assistance invitations to be sent from this computer.” Click OK. Now you've effectively removed the
use of the Remote Assistance feature from Windows XP.

Remote Assistance via Windows Messenger

Windows Messenger is a little program that lets two people communicate across
the Internet—by typing in a chat window, speaking into their microphones, or even
watching each other via a video camera. It’s all detailed in Chapter 11.

For now, it’s enough to note that the Remote Assistance process is much simpler and
more streamlined if both the helper and the helpee use Windows Messenger. Here's
how it works.

Instructions for the novice

Suppose you're the person who needs help. If you suspect that your expert may need
to install software or fiddle with your network settings while fooling around with your
machine, sign into your PC with an Administrator account (page 492). Then connect
to the Internet, and proceed like this:

1. Open Windows Messenger.
For example, click Start—All Programs—Windows Messenger.
2. Choose Actions—Ask for Remote Assistance (Figure 4-5).

Now the Ask for Remote Assistance dialog box appears.

Remote Assistance

Figure 4-5:
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(right).
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3. Specify who’s going to help you.
If the email address of your personal guru is listed on the My Contacts screen, just

click the corresponding address (Figure 4-5, right). Otherwise, click the Other tab
and type the guru’s email address into the appropriate box.

4. Click OK.

Windows Messenger sends an invisible invitation to your good Samaritan, who
sees—thousands of miles away, perhaps—something like the top illustrations of
Figure 4-6. If your buddy accepts the invitation to help you, then the message
shown at bottom in Figure 4-6 appears, asking if you're absolutely, positively sure
you want someone else to see your screen.

Figure 4-6:

Both parties have to be very, very sure
that they want this connection to take
place.

Top (expert’s screen): Somebody
wants your attention, master!

Middle (expert’s screen): Click Accept
or press Alt+T.

Bottom (beginner’s screen): You must
confirm one last time that you reafly
want a visitation from someone who's
technically sawvier than you.
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number in an instant message conversadion.

Faobinegge is inviting you to start using Remate | ¥ this Conversation

| Assisience Do youwant 1o Accept (MET) or {7 Send a File or Photo
| Dacling (4D} the invitation? | -} 5end E=mail

] - Ask For Remote
ssistance:

D Remple Assistance

Franko has accepted your Remote Assistance invitation and is ready to
connact ko your computer,

Do you want to let this person view your screen and chat with you?
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5. Click Yes. Remote Assistance
You're in good shape. Let the help session begin (Figure 4-7).

The only further action that’s required on your part comes when the expert asks for
permission to take charge of your machine. You'll see a request like the one shown in
Figure 4-8. Click Yes, and then watch in amazement and awe as your cursor begins
flying around the screen, text types itself, and windows open and close by themselves.
That’s just your friendly neighborhood computer wizard fixing your machine.

Figure 4-7: Take Control button Scale/Actual buttons
If the victim’s screen isn't

exactly the same size D i Ashtance :

as yours, you have two B e coire P st § sm s ) ot P G i

Chal History e < 8

options. If you click Actual
Size, the other person’s

Welting for n arwer. .

screen is represented at oot oniand :
- = £ View  Favorkes  Tc

full size, although you Pt e e e
may have to scroll around : g
fo see all of it. If you Ry o e, R
click Scale to Window, R
Windows compresses bgrofin il
(or enfarges) the other ey
person’s screen image st
to fit inside your Remote 3 o e e
Assistance window, even () Soryasehond
though the result can be L i
distorted and ugly. . N

3K ek e ol

Chat area Real taskbar The beginner's taskba

As noted earlier, if the expert’s explorations of your system begin to unnerve you, feel
free to slam the door by clicking the Stop Control button on the screen—or just by
pressing the Esc key. Your friend can still see your screen, but can no longer control
it. (To close the connection completely, so that your screen isn’t even visible anymore,
click the Disconnect button.)

Instructions for the expert

When your less-fortunate comrade sends you an electronic invitation to help, a little
message on your Notification Area pops up, as shown in Figure 4-6 at top. Further-
more, the Windows Messenger on your taskbar changes color to signal the invitation.
Bring Windows Messenger to the front, and then click Accept or press Alt+T (Figure
4-6, middle). Assuming that the hapless novice is skilled enough to click Yes to grant
final permission (Figure 4-6, bottom), you're in.
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Remote Assistance At this point, you observe a strange sight: the other person’s screen in a special Re-
mote Assistance window (Figure 4-7). To communicate with your troubled comrade,

use any of the Windows Messenger communications tools described in Chapter 11

(chat, microphone, video, sending files back and forth)—or just by chatting on the
telephone simultaneously.

When you want to take control of the distant machine, click the Take Control but-
ton on the toolbar at the top of your Remote Assistance screen. Of course, all you've
actually done is just ask permission to take control (Figure 4-8). If it’s granted, you
can now use your mouse, keyboard, and troubleshooting skills to do whatever work
you need to do. When your job is done, click Disconnect on the toolbar—or wait for
your grateful patient to do so.

Tipp: Once you've taken control of the other person’s screen, your first instinct might be to close the gargan-
tuan Remote Assistance window that's filling most of the screen. Don't, If that window closes, the connection
closes, too. What you really want is to minimize it, so it's out of your way but not closed.

&'-_Rgmn!e Assistance - Web Page Dialog

Figure 4-8:

Top (beginner’s screen): Now the
expert wants to touch, not just look.
You're not actually relinquishing
control of your PC—you're going to
Do you wish to let Franko share control of your computer? share it. Both you and your expert
will be able to move the mouse and
type simultaneously—a comical,
strange, and fairly useless phenom-
enon. It’s probably best to keep

. Itis recommended that you and Franko do not use your hands off your own machine

the mouse at the same time. You can monitor all . A
activity and stop control at any time by pressing the while the work is bemg conducted.

ESC key. Note that using any key sequence or

Franko would like to share control of your computer to help solve the
problem.

Yes

combination including the ESC key will also stop Bottom (‘?XPEH_"r 's screen): Once
control, you're controlling the other
machine, you can cancel at any

time, too.

:i You now are sharing control of Robinegg23's computer, Click in Robinegg23's
screen to get started,

Control will return to Robinegg23 if you press the ESC key, or any key
sequence or combination including the ESC key (such as ESC+TAB)
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Remote Assistance without Windows Messenger

As noted earlier, using Remote Assistance is most efficient and satisfying when both
participants fire up the Windows Messenger program. That’s not technically neces-
sary, however. Although more steps are involved, anybody with Windows XP can
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help anyone else with Windows XP, even if neither person has a Passport nor uses

Windows Messenger.

Instructions for the novice

If you're the one who wants help, send an invitation like this:

1. Choose Start—Help and Support.

The Help and Support Center appears, as described earlier in this chapter.

2. Click “Invite a friend to connect to your computer with Remote Assistance.” On
the next screen, click “Invite someone to help you.”

The Remote Assistance Wizard is guiding you through the process of sending an
invitation. You're offered two ways of sending it: using Windows Messenger, exactly
as described in the previous section, and using email. Of course, since the entire
purpose of this exercise is to seek the help of someone who doesn’t have Windows

Messenger, proceed like this:

3. Type your guru’s email address into the “Type an email address” box, and then
click “Invite this person” (or press Enter).

This works only if you've already set up your PC for email, as described in Chapter

12.

Now the screen changes again.

Remote Assistance

Figure 4-9:

Speaking of security, you can
also sef up a password here
for even more protection. The
guru won't be able to connect
to your machine without the
password. (Of course, you
need to find some way of
telling him what the password
is—maybe calling on the
phone or sending a separate
email )

@ Help and Support Center

Windows XP Home Ediion

5% addto Eaverkes @ Chango Yew o Erinki.s ﬁ Locate in Contents

|

Remote Assistance - E-mall an Invitation

Set the invitation to expire
To lessen the chance that someone fraudulently gains access to your computer you can kmik the time in which a reciplent can accept a

| Remote Asslstance invitation, Specify the duration that this invitation wil remain open,

[ [0 ¥

Require the recipient to use a password
For security reasons, I Is strongly recommended that you set a password that the recipient must use to connect to yvour computer, Do
not use your network or Windows logon password,

Type password: Confirm password:

assn l““l

Important You must communicate the password to the recipient,
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Remote Assistance

142

Note: If you dlick “Save invitation as a file (Advanced),” instead, Windows saves a little invitation ticket (with
the unusually long filename extension .MsRcincident) as a file on your hard drive. You can transfer this little
file—the actual invitation to inhabit your PC—via disk or via network instead of emailing it.

4, In the From box, type the name you want to appear on the invitation. In the
Message box, add a description of the problem, and then click Continue.

On this screen, Windows wants to know how long you want to keep your electronic
invitation alive (Figure 4-9). If your guru doesn’t respond within, say, an hour, you
may want the invitation to expire quietly, for security reasons.

Tip: On the other hand, if the expert is a friend or family member who rescues you frequently, you may
as well change the settings to the maximum—30 days—so that he can tap into your machine whenever it's
convenient. (In fact, in the Control Pane! program called System, you can crank up the maximum to 99 days
by clicking the Remote tab and then Advanced.) You save several connection steps this way,

5. Set up your security options. Make sure you’re online, and then click the Send

Invitation button.

A little dialog box may appear, warning you that a program is attempting to send
an email message on your behalf. (This dialog box is designed to be a safeguard

against viruses that transmit themselves without your knowledge.)

6. Click the Send button.

Finally, the Remote Assistance wizard tells you, “Your invitation has been sent

successfully.”

TROUBLESHOOTING MOMENT

Making Remote Assistance Work

If you can't get Remote Assistance to work, the first thing to
check is the master on/off switch-the “Allow Remote As-
sistance...” checkbox described in the Tip:on page 137.

ifthat boxis indeed turned on, the next issue to investigate
is the [P address—the string of fout numbers, such as
24.226:23.1, that identifies every single computer that's
on the Internet at a given moment Whenever you invite
an expert to visit your PC using Remote Assistance, you're
fransmitting your IP address to the expert’s computer behind
the scenes.

Suppose, then, that you: dial into the Internet using a stan-
dard phone line. In that case, your Internet service provider

probably assigns you a different IP address each time you're
online. Clearly, if your guru tries to “call you back” the day
after you issue the invitation, it won't work, since youll have
a different {P address whenyou'go online the nextday. That's
a good argument for prearranging the help session with your
expert=sa that you isstie the invitation-and actually conduct
the session all during a single online session.

Other complications might arise if you have a cable modem
or DSL connection that you share among several PCs using
a piece of equipment called a router. Fortunately, most of
these problems go away if you use the Windows Messenger
method described in this chapter, rather than the email-an-
invitation method.

WINDOWS XP HOME EDITION: THE MISSING MANUAL

Lenovo EX-1006, Page 155
IPR2021-00786 (Lenovo Inc. v. LiTL LLC.)



Instructions for the expert

When the novice sends you an email invitation, it arrives in your email program with

an attachment—a tiny file called rcBuddy.MsRcIncident (see Figure 4-10). This is
your actual invitation, a Remote Assistance ticket.

When you open it, a little electronic message goes back to the novice, where a mes-
sage like the one shown at bottom in Figure 4-6 appears. The online help session can
now begin.

Getting Help from Microsoft

If you run into trouble with the installation—or with any Windows XP feature—the
world of Microsoft is filled with sources of technical help. For example, you can
consult:

Remote Assistance

Figure 4-10:

You, the guru, have just received a
.MsRclncident ticket—an invitation
to help somebody whose PC needs
troubleshooting. Lucky you!

And by the way: If the novice, a
trusting individual, has sent you

a Remote Assistance ticket that
doesn’t expire for a very long time
(99 days, for example), keep it
around on your desktop or in your
Start menu. From now on, both of
you can skip all of the invitation-
and-response rigamarole. Now,
whenever he needs your help, he
can just call you up or email you.
And all you have to do is double-
click your ticket and wait for the OK
from the other side.

i YOU HAVE RECEIVED A REMOTE ASSISTANCE INVITATION F.... [ [E[5X]

File Edit
£yReply  Replytoal | GE Forward &

View Insert Format Tools Actions Help

DIX & -w- A

From:  newslet@dayid.com Sent: Sat 2/9/2002 5:39 PM
To! enyt@hatmail, com

Cet
Subject:

Attachments:

YOU HAYE RECEIVED & REMOTE ASSISTANCE INVITATION FROM: Chris Olson
Lk cBuddy. MéRelncident (938 B)

Chris Olson would like your assistance. A personal message may &
be included below.

You can easily provide assistance from your computer by
following the instructions at:

http:/fwindows . microsoft.com/Rematesssistance/Ra.asp

The Microsoft Help Web pages. Direct your Web browser (if, indeed, your com-
puter works) to www.microsoft.com/support. There you'll find a long list of help
resources that handle many of the most common questions: a database of help
articles that you can search, a list of known glitches that Microsoft has published,
newsgroups (Internet bulletin boards) where you can post questions and return
later to read the answers, and so on.

Free phone help. If you bought Windows XP (that is, it didn’t come on your
computer), you can call Microsoft for free phone help during business hours. The
company is especially interested in helping you get Windows XP installed and run-
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Getting Help from ning correctly—you can call as often as you like for help getting Windows going
Microsoft this way.

After that, you can call for everyday Windows questions for free—twice. You'll
be asked to provide your 20-digit product ID number, which you can look up by
right-clicking My Computer in your Start menu and clicking the Properties tab.
The not-toll-free number is (425) 635-3311.

(If Windows XP came preinstalled in your machine, on the other hand, you're
supposed to call the computer company with your Windows questions.)

» Expensive phone help. Once you’ve used up your two free calls, you can still call
Microsoft with your questions—but it will cost you $35 per incident. (They say
“per incident” to make it clear that if it takes several phone calls to solve a particular
problem, it’s still just one problem.) This service is available 24 hours a day, and
the U.S. number is (800) 936-5700.

Tip:f you're not in the United States, direct your help calls to the local Microsoft office in your country. You'll
find a list of these subsidiaries at www:microsoft com/support.
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Programs and
Documents

en you get right down to it, an operating system like Windows is noth-
ing more than a home base from which to launch applications (programs).
And you, as a Windows person, are particularly fortunate, since more
programs are available for Windows than any other operating system on earth.

But when you launch a program, you're no longer necessarily in the world Microsoft
designed for you. Programs from other software companies work a bit differently,
and there’s a lot to learn about how Windows XP handles programs that were born
before it was.

This chapter covers everything you need to know about installing, removing, launch-
ing, and managing programs; using programs to generate documents; and understand-
ing how documents, programs, and Windows communicate with each other.

Launching Programs

Windows XP lets you launch (open) programs in many different ways:
* Choose a program’s name from the Start—All Programs menu.
* Click a program’s icon on the Quick Launch toolbar (page 95).

* Double-click an application’s program-file icon in the My Computer—Local Disk
(C:)—=Program Files—application folder, or highlight the application’s icon and
then press Enter.

* Press a key combination you've assigned to the program’s shortcut (page 127).
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- Launching « Choose Start—Run, type the program file’s name in the Open text box, and then
Programs press Enter.

« Let Windows launch the program for you, either at startup (page 30) or at a time
you've specified (see Task Scheduler, page 467).

+ Open a document using any of the above techniques; its “parent” program opens
automatically. For example, if you used Microsoft Word to write a file called Last
Will and Testament.doc, double-clicking the document’s icon launches Word and
automatically opens that file.

What happens next depends on the program you're using (and whether or not you
opened a document). Most present you with a new, blank, untitled document. Some,
such as FileMaker and Microsoft PowerPoint, welcome you instead with a question:
Do you want to open an existing document or create a new one? And a few oddball
programs, like Adobe Photoshop, don’t open any window at all when first launched.
The appearance of tool palettes is the only evidence that you've even opened a pro-
gram.

Switching Programs

In these days where PCs with 256, 512 or even gigabytes of RAM are common, it’s the
rare PC user who doesn’t regularly run several programs simulianeously.

The key to juggling open programs is the taskbar, which lists all open programs (Figure
5-1). As explained at the end of Chapter 2, the taskbar also offers controls for arranging
all the windows on your screen, closing them via the shortcut menu, and so on.

To bring a different program to the front, you can use any of these four tricks:

« Use the Taskbar. Clicking a button on the taskbar makes the corresponding program
pop to the front, along with any of its floating toolbars, palettes, and so on.

If you see a parenthetical number on a taskbar button, however, then button group-
ing is under way (page 89). In that case, clicking the taskbar button doesn’f bring
the program’s windows forward. You must actually click a selection in the taskbar
button’s menu of open windows.

: Figure 5-1:
| L Top: Press Alt+Tab to highlight
k&j @ : successive icons in the fist.

When you refease the Alt key,
the program whose icon you‘ve
highlighted jumps to the front.

Bottom: The taskbar lets you
know which programs are run-
ning; the darkest button tells you
which program is active.
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» Click the window. You can also switch to another program by clicking the part of Switching Programs
its window that’s visible in the background.

* The relaunch technique. Repeat the technique you used to initially launch the
program (choose its name from the Start—All Programs menu, press its keystroke,
and so on).

+ Alt+Tab. Finally, you can bring a different program to the front without using the
mouse. If you press Tab while holding down the Alt key, a floating palette displays
the icons of all running programs, as shown at the top in Figure 5-1. Each time
you press Tab again (still keeping the Alt key down), you highlight the next icon;
when you release the keys, the highlighted program jumps to the front, as though
in a high-tech game of Duck Duck Goose.

To move backward through the open programs, press Shift+Alt+Tab.

Tip: For quick access to the desktop, clear the screen by clicking the Desktop button on the Quick Launch
toolbar (its icon looks like an old desk blotter)—or just press the Windows logo key=+D. Pressing that keystroke
again brings all the windows back to the screen exactly as they were.

UP TO SPEED

“Multiple Document Interface” Programs

Thewaorld of Windows programs s divided into two camps.
First, there are single-document interface (SP1) programs,
where the entire program runs in asingle windew. By.closing
thatwindow, you also exit the application. (WordPad, Note-
pad, Internet Explorer, and Palm Desktop work this way.)

programs usually offer commands that arrange all open
windows to fit neatly on the screen, each occupying an even
fraction of the screen space. (These commands work much
like the Tile and Cascade commands in desktop windows.)
In Microsoft Word, for example, the Windows menu offers

* Second, there are multiple-document ~ acommand called Arrange Al
interface (MDI) programs, where the =X
application itself is a mother ship, a T e
shell, that can contain lots of different ]
document windows. Word, Excel, and  IRIFEIE

A L rs) : ‘ : the faskbar sometimes displays only one
PowerPoint work like this. As shown :,;Ensr: 22:2 e LG
!'!ere, oAt iL e tWo SEFS Ll Csouth | Em (i Word), butsometimes displays a button
right window contrals, one just beneath :

for each open window in a program
the other. The top one belongs to the

A ; (such as Internet Explorer). Second, it
application; the one below it belongs to the document. oy 1ins why dlosing a window sometimes exits the applica-
Here, if you close a document window, you don't also quit

] tion (when it's a single-document interface program), and
the program. sometimes doesn't (when it's an MDI program),

Getting to know which way a program
deals with windows is important for a
couple of reasons. First, it explains why.

To: help you navigate your variotis open windows, MD|
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Exiting Programs

When you exit, or quit, an application, the memory it was using is returned to the
Windows pot for use by other programs.

If you use a particular program several times a day, like a word processor or calendar
program, you'll save time in the long run by keeping it open all day long. (You can
always minimize its window to get it out of the way when you're not using it.)

But if you're done using a program for the day, exit it, especially if it’s a memory-
hungry one like, say, Photoshop. Do so using one of these techniques:

« Choose File—Exit.

« Click the program window’s Close box, or double-click its Control-menu icon (at
the upper-left corner of the window).

» Right-click the program’s taskbar button and choose Close from the shortcut
menu.

* Press Alt+F4 to close the window you're in. (If it’s a program that disappears entirely
when its last document window closes, you're home.)

« Press Alt+F, then X.

If you haven't yet saved the changes you've made to your document, the program
offers the chance to do so before it shuts down all the way. Finally, after this step, the
program’s windows, menus, and toolbars disappear, and you fall “down a layer” into
the window that was behind it.

When Programs Die

Windows XP itself may be a revolution in stability (at least if you're used to Windows
Me), but that doesn’t mean that programs never crash or freeze. They crash, all right.
It’s just that in XP, you rarely have to restart the computer as a result.

When something goes horribly wrong with a program, your primary interest is usu-
ally exiting it in order to get on with your life. But when a programs locks up (the
cursor moves, but menus and tool palettes don’t respond) or when a dialog box tells
you that a program has “failed to respond,” exiting may not be so easy. After all, how
do you choose File—Exit if the File menu itself doesn’t open?

As in past versions of Windows, the solution is to invoke the “three-fingered salute™
Ctrl+Alt+Delete, This keystroke summons the Task Manager, a special window shown
in Figure 6-2. Its Applications tab provides a list of every open program. Furthermore,
the Status column should make clear what you already know—that one of your
programs is ignoring you.

As shown in Figure 6-2, shutting down the troublesome program is fairly easy; just
click its name and then click the End Task button. (If yet another dialog box appears,
telling you that “This program is not responding,” click the End Now button.)
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When you jettison a recalcitrant program this way, Windows XP generally shuts down
the troublemaker gracefully, even offering you the chance to save unsaved changes
to your documents.

Tip: If even this treatment fails to close the program, you might have to slam the door the hard way. Click the
Processes tab, click the name of the program that's giving you grief, and then click the End Process button.
(The Processes list includes dozens of programs, incuding many that Windows XP runs behind the scenes.
Finding the abbreviated short name of the program may be the hardest part of this process.)

Any unsaved changes to your documents will be lost using this method—but at least the frozen program is
finally closed.

When
Programs Die

=] Windms Task Manager

Figure 5-2;
As if you didn't know, one of these programs is

“not responding.” Highlight its name and then

click End Task to put it out of its misery. Once
the program disappears from the list, close

Applications | Processes | Performance | Netwarking || Users |

the Task Manager and get on with your life. =

You can even restart the same program right ok _
away~no harm done. W untitled - Paint
#Isnaglt

£ Microsoft Excel - Booki
;@Docurnentz - Microsoft Word

@A fish story - Microsoft Word
@Wcrkjng Outline - Microsaft Word
@Google - Microsoft Internet Explorer

B‘ Appearance and Themes

<

Status |
Running |
RUNRing 1
Not Responding [
Running | |
Running |
Running
Running
Running

| ¥

[ End Task té[ Switch To ] Luew Task... J ‘

Processes: 29 CPU Usage: 2% Commit Charge; 160356 [ 3153

Saving Documents

In a few programs, such as the Calculator or Solitaire, you spend your time working
(or playing) in the lone application window. When you close the window, no trace
of your work remains.

Most programs, however, are designed to create documents—files that you can re-open
for further editing, send to other people, back up on another disk, and so on.

That’s why these programs offer File—Save and File—Open commands, which let
you preserve the work you’ve done, saving it onto the hard drive as a new file icon so
that you can return to it later.
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The Save File Dialog Box
When you choose File—Save for the first time, the computer shows you the dialog

box shown in Figure 5-3, in which you're supposed to type a file name, choose a

folder location, and specify the format for the file you're saving. Using the controls
| in this dialog box, you can specify exactly where you want to file your newly created
‘ document.

‘ Saving into My Documents

The first time you use the File—Save command to save a file, Windows proposes your
My Documents folder as the new home of the document you've just created (Figure
5-3), Now you're free to navigate to some other folder location, as described in the
‘ next section. But the My Documents folder will suggest itself as the new-document
receptacle every time.

Tip: Many programs let you specify a different folder as the proposed location for saved (and reopened)
files. In Microsoft Word, for example, click Tools—Options—sFile Locations tab to change the default folders
for the documents you create, where your dip art is stored, and so on.

UP TO SPEED

Sending an Error Report to Microsoft

Whenever Windows XP discovers that you have terminated  software {ools. The idea, of course, is to find trends that
‘Ofe program onanother in some eccentricway—-forexample,  emerge fram studying hundreds of thotisands of such re-
byusingthe Task Manager (see Figure 5-2)~a dialog boxthat  ports, “Oh, my goodness, it looks like people who own both
says, “Please tell Microsoft about this prablem® appeas, Speak-it Pro 5 and Beekeeper Plus who right-click a doci
ot click the Send Error - » : : mfmt HES a{fﬁmw DeRiS
Report button, your PC WordPad MFC Application _ printed experience a sys-

4 ] i 2 : AR
connects to '&h_e-inte_rnet . You chose to end the neniesponsive program. WordPad tem iDCkUp, B engiﬁ@er
ane sends an email re- NI Sppiosen - - mightrannalince one day;

I . By analyring the system
port back to Microsoft, the The pragrar is not responding. Y yzing ysti
jnnmher ship, providing the. | glitches ofits customers en
VAR o ot ot o e bl | masse,the company hopes
.{:Gjﬂ-p-an}tﬂ‘hfﬁh thetechnical ‘We have crealed an error report that you can send to help us improve: ] = St

tails about w oy i Ve e | to pinpoint problems and
details twhatever was RN o
O e S Tosoc what dalatis enor epost contain, ek here ] e\;e 505 are pal .,f;s

EME"‘?"B“W‘%W} mflL much greater effi-
i clency than before,

tiire termination. (To see
exactly what information If you're worrled about
voure about to send, dick the “click here” link) privacy, click Don't Send (or press Enter) each time this
happens--or furn off this ertor-sending featiite completely,
as deseribed onpage 113, (Onthe other hand, fyaure truly.
concerned aboit privacy and Windows XP, this particuiar
feature is probably the least of vour woiries.)

Mictosoft swears up and dewn that it doesn't de anything
with this information except to collate it into gigantic
electronie databases, which it then analyzes using special
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What’s the benefit? First, using the My Documents folder ensures that your file won't
fall accidentally into some deeply nested folder where you’ll never see it again (a
common occurrence among first-time computer users). Instead, the newly minted
document will be waiting for you in the My Documents folder, which itself is very

Saving Documents

difficult to lose.

side of the Save As dialog box
provide quick access to the folders
where you're most likely to stash
newly created documents: the My

Figure 5-3: Back New Folder

Top: These buttons vary by ap-

plication, but the basics always ;

help you navigate and view your : ﬁ E_‘* et
files and folders.

Bottom: The buttons at the left Undineiausl  Tibwe

Save Web Page

POCUWEHB folder, the des!(fOP Save in: | 2 My Documents R e e = e
itself, and so on. But by using the = 3
“Save in;" drop-down list at the B CiLiktle Notions;
top of the screen, you can choose L;) Z @My Music
any folder you like. My Recent | [E2iMy Pictures
Documents | |[Z) The Great Estonian Novel
— 2 Trip
I ﬂkansas City Star
Desktop
0 |
My Documents
My Computer  File name; ‘BarneyTheDinusaur,cum By I E Save ]
iy Save as lype: ‘Web Page, complete [ htm;" html) p_fll [ Cancel ]
g' Encoding: Western European (IS0 ™
My Network o ( Kopecn k) ]

Second, it’s now very easy to make a backup copy of your important documents,
since they're all in a single folder (which you can drag onto a backup disk in one
swift move).

There’s a third advantage, too: Whenever you use a program’s File—Open command,
Windows once again displays the contents of the My Documents folder. In other
words, the Documents folder saves you time both when creating a new file and when
retrieving it.
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Tip: If the Documents folder becomes cluttered, feel free to make subfolders inside it to hold your various
projects, You could even create a different default folder in My Documents for each program.
And incidentally, you're not stuck with Microsoft's favorite four folders listed at the left side (My Documents,

Desktop, and so on). With a little help from TweakUl, a free program described on page 586, you can add
the icons of any favorite folders you'd like here.

Navigating in the Save As Dialog Box

If the My Documents method doesn’t strike your fancy, use the Save As dialog box’s
various controls to navigate your way into any folder. That’s the purpose of the “Save
in:” drop-down list at the top of the dialog box. It lists, and lets you jump to, any disk
or folder on your PC—or the desktop level, if that’s a more familiar landscape.

To save a new document onto, say, a Zip disk or floppy, choose the drive’s name from
this drop-down list before clicking the Save button. To save it into a folder within a disk,
simply double-click the successive nested folders until you reach the one you want.

Use the toolbar icons shown in Figure 5-3 to help you navigate, like this:

* Back shows you the contents of the last folder you browsed. Click its tiny black
down-triangle button to see a drop-down list of folders you've opened recently
within this program.

Tip: In Microsoft Office, if you point to this button without clicking, a tooltip identifies the previous folder
by name.

+ Up One Level moves you up one level in your folder hierarchy (from seeing the My
Documents contents to the hard drive’s contents, for example). Keyvboard shortcut:
the Backspace key.

GEM IN THE ROUGH

Why You See Document Names in Black

In the Save dialog box, Windows XP dispiays a list of Sieth an existing dnﬁuﬁ}ent Wi
folders and documents (doctiments that match the kind ing anew file wi
you're about fo save, that s).

[t's easyito understand why folders appear here: sothat you
can gouble-click one'if you Want to save your document

1 nents appea fter all, you-
can £ very well save d doetir

Doct;ments are izsieé here soth iyau can petforn one faidly
Wmdows XP

name” textbox; dﬁmg 5o keepsitseparatefrom earlier dr aits
To save w) r new docurment as 7hesis Draft 3.2, you only

lone character (change the 1 to 2) before
cElckmv the Save biitton.

154 WINDOWS XP HOME EDITION: THE MISSING MANUAL

Lenovo EX-1006, Page 167
IPR2021-00786 (Lenovo Inc. v. LIiTL LLC.)



» Create New Folder creates a new folder in the current list of files and folders.
Windows asks you to name it.

* Views changes the way file listings look in this dialog box. Each time you click the

icon, you get a different view: List, Details, Thumbnails, and so on. (To choose
one of these views by name, use the drop-down list rather than clicking the icon

repeatedly.)

Thelist of view options here depends on the program you're using. In general, they
closely correspond to the View menu options described on page 74. But in some
programs, including Microsoft Office programs, you may receive a few additional
options—a choice of Large Icons or Small Icons, for example, or a Properties view
that divides the window in half, with the list of files and folders on the left, and
the properties (file size, date modified, and so on) of the highlighted icon on the

right.

In some programs (such as Microsoft Office), you may find a few additional buttons
across the top of the Save As dialog box, including:

UP TO SPEED

Dialog Box Basics

Ta the delight of the powerful Computer Keyboard lobby,
you can manipulate almost every element of a Windows XP
dialog box by pressing keys onthe keyboard. If you're among
those who feel that using the mouse takes longer to do
something, you're in luck.

The rulefor navigatinga dialog ~ 825¢1uP

~ box is simple: Press Tab to

Once you've highlighted a button or checkbo, simply press
the Space bar to “click” it. If you've opened a drop-down
list or set of mutually exclusive optien buttons, or radio
buttons, press the up or down arrow key. (Tip: Once youi've
highlighted a drop-down list’s
name, you can also press the
F4 key to open it.)

.

jump from one set of options
to another, or Shift+Tab to
move backward. If the dialog
box has multiple tabs, like
the one shown here, press
Ctrl+Tab to “click” the next tab,
or Ctrl+Shift+Tab to "dick” the

Each dialog box also contains
larger, rectangular buttons at
the bottom (OK and Cancel,
for example). Efficiency. fans
should remember that tap-
ping the Enter key is always
the equivalent of clicking the

previous one.

Each time you press Tab, the

PC’s focus shifts to a different

control or set of controls. Windows reveals which element
has the focus using text highlighting (if it's a text box or
drop-down menu} or a dotted-line outline (if it's a button).
In the illustration shown here, the "Different odd and even”
checkbox has the focts.

default button-the one with

the darkened or thickened

outline (the OK button in the
illustration here). And pressing Ese almost always means
Cancel (or “Close this box").

Finally, remember that you can jump to a particular control
or area of the dialog box by pressing the Alt key along with
the corresponding underlined letter key.
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Saving Documents « Search the Web closes the Save As dialog box, opens your browser, connects to the
Internet, and prepares to search the Internet. (Next assignment: To figure out why
you'd want to search the Web at the moment of saving your document.)

* Delete flings a highlighted file or folder into the Recycle Bin.

» Tools is drop-down menu that offers some very useful commands, including Delete
and Rename, that let you manage your files right from within this dialog box. Add
to Favorites creates a shortcut of the highlighted disk, server, folder, or file in your
Favorites folder, so that you don’t have to burrow through your folders every time
you want access; instead, just click the Favorites folder icon, which also appears
in the Save As dialog boxes of Office programs, to see everything you've stashed
there. The Properties command lets you see an icon’s description and stats.

Map Network Drive lets you assign a drive letter (such as G:) to a folder that’s
on another PC of your network, Having that folder appear on your screen as just
another disk makes it much easier to find, open, and manage. (See Chapter 18 for
more on sharing networked folders.)

Navigating the List by Keyboard
When the Save As dialog box first appears, the “File name” text box is automatically
selected so that you can type a name for the newly created document.

But as noted earlier in this chapter, a Windows dialog box is elaborately rigged for
keyboard control. In addition to the standard Tab/Space bar controls, a few special
keys work only within the list of files and folders. Start by pressing Shift+Tab (to
shift Windows’ attention from the “File name” text box to the list of files and folders)
and then:

* Press various letter keys to highlight the corresponding file and folder icons. To
highlight the Program Files folder, for example, you could type PR. (If you type
too slowly, your key presses will be interpreted as separate initiatives—highlighting
first the People folder and then the Rodents folder, for example.)

* Press the Page Up or Page Down keys to scroll the list up or down. Press Home or
End to highlight the top or bottom item in the list.

* Press the arrow keys (up or down) to highlight successive icons in the list.

» When a folder (or file) is highlighted, you can open it by pressing the Enter key
(or double-clicking its icon, or clicking the Open button).

The File Format Drop-Down Menu

The Save As dialog box in many programs offers a menu of file formats (usually re-
ferred to as the file type) below the “File name” text box. Use this drop-down menu
when preparing a document for use by somebody whose computer doesn’t have the
same software.
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For example, if you've typed something in Microsoft Word, you can use this menu to Saving Documents
generate a Web page document or a Rich Text Format document that you can open

with almost any standard word processor or page-layout program.

Closing Documents

You close a document window just as you'd close any window, as described in Chapter
2: by clicking the close box (marked by an X) in the upper-right corner of the win-
dow, by double-clicking the Control-menu icon just to the left of the File menu, or
by pressing Alt+F4. If you've done any work to the document since the last time you
saved it, Windows offers a “Save changes?” dialog box as a reminder.

As described on page 72, sometimes closing the window also exits the application,
and sometimes the application remains running, even with no document windows
open. And in a few really bizarre cases, it’s possible to exit an application (such as
Outlook Express) while a document window (an email message) remains open on
the screen, lingering and abandoned!

The Open Dialog Box

To reopen a document you've already saved and named, you can pursue any of these
avenues:

* Open your My Documents folder (or whichever folder contains the saved file).
Double-click the file’s icon.

» If you've opened the document recently, choose its name from the Start—My Recent
Documents menu. (If you don’t see this command, simply install it as described
on page 52.)

+ If you're already in the program that created the document, choose File—Open—or
check the bottom of the File menu. Many programs add a list of recently opened
files to the File menu, so that you can choose its name to re-open it.

UP TO SPEED

Playing Favorites

Most people think of Favorites as Internet Explorer's version  for example), you can highlight an icon and then choose

of “bookmarks=a list of Web sites that you've designated  Favorites—Add to Favorites.

as worth returning to. But Windows XP lets you designate
' anything as a favorite—a folder you open often, a document

yau consult every day, a program, and so on.

Later, when you want to open a Favorite icon, you can do so

using an equally generous assortment of methods: choose

from the Start—Favorites menu ; choose File—Open (from

You can designate a particular icon as a Favorite in-any of ~ within a program) and click the Favorites folder or icon; |
several ways. For example, in the Save As or Open dialog  choose from the Favorites menu of any desktop window;

box of Microsoft Office programs, you can use the Add'to  and so on.

Favorites command. In a desktop window (Windows Explorer,
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Closing Documents » Type (or browse for) the document’s path and name into the Start—Run box or
into a folder window’s Address toolbar.

The Open dialog box looks almost identical to the Save As dialog box. The big change:
The navigational drop-down list at the top of the window now says “Look in” instead
of “Save in.”

Once again, you start out by perusing the contents of your My Documents folder.
Here, you may find that beginning your navigation by choosing Look In—My Com-
puter offers a useful overview of your PC when you're searching for a particular file.
Here, too, you can open a folder or disk by double-clicking its name in the list, or by
pressing the keystrokes described in the previous section. And once again, you can
press Backspace to back out of a folder that you've opened.

When you've finally located the file you want to open, double-click it or highlight it
(from the keyboard, if you like), and then press Enter.

In general, most people don’t encounter the Open dialog box nearly as often as the
Save As dialog box. That’s because Windows offers many more convenient ways to
open a file (double-clicking its icon, choosing its name from the Start—My Docu-
ments command, and so on), but only a single way to save a new file.

Moving Data Between Documents

You can’t paste a picture into your Web browser, and you can’t paste MIDI music
information into your word processor. But you can put graphics into your word
processor, paste movies into your database, insert text into Photoshop, and combine
a surprising variety of seemingly dissimilar kinds of data. And you can transfer text
from Web pages, email messages, and word processing documents to other email
and word processing files; in fact, that’s one of the most frequently performed tasks
in all of computing.

Cut, Copy, and Paste

Most experienced PC users have learned to quickly trigger the Cut, Copy, and Paste
commands from the keyboard—without even thinking. Figure 5-4 provides a re-
cap.

Bear in mind that you can cut and copy highlighted material in any of three ways: First,
you can use the Cut and Copy commands in the Edit menu; second, you can press
Ctrl+X (for Cut) or Ctrl+C (for Copy); and third, you can right-click the highlighted
material and choose Cut or Copy from the shortcut menu.

When you do so, the PC memorizes the highlighted material, socking it away on an
invisible storage pad called the Clipboard. If you choose Copy, nothing visible happens;
if you choose Cut, the highlighted material disappears from the original document.

At this point, you must take it on faith that the Cut or Copy command actually
worked. (Windows XP no longer automatically pops open the Clipboard Viewer, as
did previous Windows versions.)
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Pasting copied or cut material, once again, is something you can do either from a
menu (choose Edit—Paste), by right-clicking and choosing Paste from the shortcut
menu, ot from the keyboard (press Ctrl+V).

The most recently cut or copied material remains on your Clipboard even after you
paste, making it possible to paste the same blob repeatedly. Such a trick can be useful
when, for example, you've designed a business card in your drawing program and
want to duplicate it enough times to fill a letter-sized printout. On the other hand,
whenever you next copy or cut something, whatever was previously on the Clipboard
is lost forever.

Moving Data

Between Documents
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Drag-and-Drop

As useful and popular as it is, the Copy/Paste routine doesn’t win any awards for speed;
after all, it requires four steps. In many cases, you can replace that routine with the
far more direct (and enjoyable) drag-and-drop method. Figure 5-5 illustrates how
it works.

Tip: To drag highlighted material offscreen, drag the cursor until it approaches the top or bottom edge of
the window. The document scrolls automatically; as you approach the destination, jerk the mouse away from
the edge of the window to stop the scrolling.

Several of the built-in Windows XP programs work with the drag-and-drop technique,
including WordPad and Outlook Express. Most popular commercial programs of-
fer the drag-and-drop feature, too, including email programs and word processors,
America Online, Microsoft Office programs, and so on.

As illustrated in Figure 5-5, drag-and-drop is ideal for transferring material between
windows or between programs. It’s especially useful when you've already copied
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Moving Data
Between Documents

something valuable to your Clipboard, since drag-and-drop doesn’t involve (and
doesn’t erase) the Clipboard.

Its most popular use, however, is rearranging the text in a single document. In, say,
‘Word or WordPad, you can rearrange entire sections, paragraphs, sentences, or even
individual letters, just by dragging them—a terrific editing technique.

Tip: Using drag-and-drop to move highlighted text within a document also deletes the text from its original
location. By pressing Ctrl as you drag, however, you make a copy of the highlighted text.

Few people ever expected O'Keen to triumph over the
Beast, he was tired, sweaty, and missing three of his four
Byt slowly, gradually, he began to focus, pointing
aining index finger toward the lumbering

2d my wife for lunch,” O"Keen muttered
eth ‘Now I'm going to have yours.”
And his bunion was aching up again

Few pecple ever expected O Keen to triumph over the
Beast, he was tired, sweaty, and missi

gradually, he began to fecus,

“Now I'm going to have yours.”

three of his four

inting his one remaining
index finger toward the lumbering animal. “ You had my
wife for lunch,” O'Keen muttered between clenched teeth |

Figure 5-5:

Click in the middle of some
highlighted text (left) and
drag it into another place
within the document—into
a different window or

program (right).

Drag-and-drop to the deskiop
Figure 5-6 demonstrates how to drag text ot graphics out of your document windows
and directly onto the desktop. There your dragged material becomes an icon—a

Scrap file.
Figure 5-6!
; = A Scrap file will appear
Window  Help when you drag material
x the words etnu appear those words shall ih out of the document win-
s Dramaius R s shall men e lasan dow and onto the desktop.

Eeezd |

Page 1 Sec 1

cants should, however, be aware that only properties containing

Its icon depends on the
kind of material contained
within, as shown here at
left. You can view a clipping
Jjust by double-clicking it, so
that it opens into its own
window (right).
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When you drag a clipping from your desktop back into an application window, the
material in that clipping reappears. Drag-and-drop, in other words, is a convenient
and powerful feature; it lets you treat your desktop itself as a giant, computer-wide
pasteboard—an area where you can temporarily stash pieces of text or graphics as
you work.
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Tip: You can drag a Scrap file onto a document's taskbar button, toe. Don't release the mouse button yet.
In a moment, the correspanding document window appears, so that you can continue your dragging opera-
tion until the cursor points to where you want the Scrap file to appear. Now release the mouse; the Scrap
material appears in the document.

Moving Data
Between Documents

In Microsoft Office applications, this works with entire document icons, too. You can drag one Word file into
another's window to insert its contents there.

Insert Object (OLE)

Here’s yet another relative of the Copy and Paste duo: the Insert Object command,
which is available—although usually ignored—in many Windows programs. (You
may hear it referred to as Object Linking and Embedding technology, or OLE, or
even “oh-LAY.”) .

Using this feature, you can insert material from one OLE-compatible program (like

Paint) into a document running in another (like Word). When you click the painting, in

this example, Word’s menus change to those of the campaign program, so that you can '
edit the graphic. When you click off the graphic, the familiar Word menus return.

In general, OLE never became the hit that Microsoft hoped, probably because it can
be flaky if you don’t have a fast machine with a lot of memory. Still, if the idea of
self-updating inserted material intrigues you, here’s how to try it:

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION

When Formatting Is Lost

How comie pasted text doesn't always look the same as
what | copied?

Whenyou copy text from Internet Explorer, for example, and
then paste it into another program, such as Word, you may
be alarmed to note that the formatting of that text (bold, italic,
font size, font color, and so on) doesn't reappear intact. In
fact, the pasted material may not even inherit the current
font settings in the word processor. There could be several
reasons for this problem.

For example, notevery program offers text formatting—Note-
pad among them. And the Copy command in some pro-
grams (such as Web browsers) doesn't pick up the formatting
along with the text. So when you copy something from
Internet Explorer and paste it into Word or WordPad, you
may get plain unformatted text. (There is some good news
along these lines, iowever. Word XP maintains formatting
pasted from the latest Internet Explorer.)

Finally, a note on fext wrapping. Thanks to limitations built
into the architecture of the Internet, email messages aren't
like word processor documents. The text doesn’t flow con-
tinuously fromone line of a paragraph to the next, such that
it reflows when you adjust the window size. Instead, email
programs Insert a press of the Enter key at the end of each
line within a paragraph.

Most of the time, you don't even notice that your messages
consist of dozens of one-line “paragraphs”; when you see
them in the email program, you can't tell the difference.
But if you paste an email message into a word processor,
the difference becomes painfully apparent—espedally if you
then attempt to adjust the margins.

Tofix the text, delete the invisible carriage return at the end
of each line. (Veteran PC users sometimes use the word
processor’s search-and-replace function for this purpose.)
Or, if you just need a quick look, reduce the point size (or
widen the margin) until the text no longer wraps.
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Moving Data
Between Documents

1. Create a document in a program that offers OLE features.
Some programs that do: Excel, Word, WordPad, PowerPoint, and Paint.

2. Click to indicate where you want the inserted object to appear. Choose Insert—
Object.

(Insert—Object is the menu wording in Microsoft Office programs; its location
may differ in other programs.)

Now an Object dialog box appears, offering two tabs: Create New, which creates
a new graph, picture, spreadsheet, or other embedded element; and Create from
File, which imports a document you've already created (using, for example, Excel,
Paint, Graph, or Imaging).

If you choose Create from File, a “Link to file” checkbox appears (Figure 5-7). It
determines whether the inserted material will be embedded or (if you turn on the
checkbox) linked. If you choose to link the inserted material, the fun begins. Now
you can make changes in the original document and watch the revision appear
automatically in any documents to which it’s been linked.

Figure 5-7:
Top: You can insert many
GreateNew | Croste rom e | kinds of “objects” into
Object type: a Word or WordPad
?;?:gémgla'rrae Class dfcyme"t a Paint ﬁle
MedaClo (“Bitmap Image”), Image
rosoft Eveal Char -
oot Exce] Workchedst Document (something
m::ﬁ: Graph Chart - -l e | you've scanned), an Excel
erosol Ponerpont skl || iaCeme: _ spreadsheet (“Work-
= ;16 SettingsiChris Olson\My Documents\Mars Landscape.ipg ﬂ“__.l Sheem, and so on.
et 2 Gt ie] . Bottom: You may prefer to
&m vesien || slap an entire existing file
into the middle of the one
T you're now editing. Do
Inserts the contents of the file inta your - that using the Cr eate from
T ST o IR 6 BRI oty s ﬁ'le”tgb. Turn on “Link to
in your document. file” if you want the data
to update itself when
o] . the source file is edited
Cancel §
—— = —d  separately.

162

3. Choose the kind of data you want to create, and click OK.

You've successfully embedded or linked new information. To edit the document,
just double-click it; the menus and palettes you need to modify this info reappear.
(If you're linked to a separate document, double-clicking the embedded object -
actually opens that other document.)
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Export/Import Moving Data
When it comes to transferring large chunks of information from one program to Between Documents

another—especially address books, spreadsheet cells, and database records—none
of the data-transfer methods described so far in this chapter do the trick. For these '
purposes, use the Export and Import commands found in the File menu of almost
every database, spreadsheet, email, and address-book program.

These Export/Import commands aren’t part of Windows, so the manuals or help
screens of the applications in question should be your source for instructions. For
now, however, the power and convenience of this feature are worth noting: Because
of these commands, your four years’ worth of collected names and addresses in, say,
an old address-book program can find its way into a newer program, such as Palm
Desktop, in a matter of minutes.

Filename Extensions

Every operating system needs a mechanism to associate documents with the applica-
tions that created them. When you double-click a Microsoft Word document icon,
for example, Word launches and opens the document.

POWER USERS' CLINIC

ClipBook Viewer: The Missing Manual

The ClipBook Viewer of previous Windows versions is still  File—Save As. Name and save the scrap of information
available in Windows XP; it's just hidden. To openiit, choose  you've copied, and then click Save. You can save as many
Start—Run, type Ciipbrd.exe, then press Enter. files as you want and then retrieve then later (as long as you

. ; emember where you stored them).
As you cut or copy infermation (from a word processor, : y )

Web page, or whatever), it shows up in the Clipboard win-  Of course, the purpose of saving them isn't just to give your
dow within the ClipBook fingers some exercise;
Viewer. Normally, cutting ~ # clisbook viewsr CIE®  the whole paint is that
or copying anything new. s i o e es you' (or someone else)
replaces whatwasonthe  mcipwss can retrieve them later

Clipboard before-but  wropmimrdolsl i i bl ol it to use in documents.

On a reqular basis, we comhbine many of these fixes inta asingle package and

that'swherethe ClipBook  Swtrsdhunput ottt fivyobsadeharet ot oo | Here goes;
Viewer comesintoplay, It ettt '

lets you save the current
Clipboard contents, so
thatyou can re-use them T
later or share them with
other people.

To retrieve a Clipboard:
In‘the ClipBook Viewer,
choose File—0pen. Lo-
cate the scrap you saved
earlier, open it, and OK
the vaporization of the current clipboard. Switch back into
[0 save a Clipboard: Once ClipBook Viewer s open, choose  any other program; you're ready to paste the retrieved
miateriai.
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intoplay.lt

Filename
Extensions

In Windows, every document comes complete with a normally invisible filename
extension (or just file extension)—a period followed by a suffix that’s usually three

letters long. Here are some common examples:

When you double-click this icon ...
Fishing trip.doc

Quarterly results.xls

Home page.htm

Agenda.wpd

A home movie.avi

Animation.dir

... this program opens it
Microsoft Word

Microsoft Excel

Internet Explorer

Corel WordPerfect
Windows Media Player
Macromedia Director

Tip: For an exhaustive list of every file extension on the planet, visit wwwewhatis.com; click the link for “Every

File Format in the World.”

Behind the scenes, Windows maintains a massive table that lists every extension and
the program that “owns” it. To see this list, choose Tools—Folder Options from the
menu bar of any folder window. When the Folder Options box appears, simply click

the File Types tab (Figure 5-8).

Figure 5-8:

[ Goneral | View | Fis Types | Offine Fies

Registered file tvpes:

| @IAIFC_

A

Estensions : File Types

AIFF |

Airnated Cursor

Faimat Eiuum:[

Opens with:

Advanced,

ASA File

Windows Media Audio/Video file

ASP File

Vi fracdranin kA eting A sclio A fiedmo abumrbon b il I
; [ New J i Delete I

Details fos BIFF extension i
{% Windaws Media Player

File:s with estension ‘AIFF" are of type ‘8IFF Faimat Sound’. To
change settings that affect all 'AIFF Format Sound' files, click

| Change..

Mok

£ iz H __C;ancel J  Apoly

Each software program you install must register the

fife types it uses. The link between the file type and the
pragram s called an association. This dialog box displays
the icon for each file type and an explanation of the

: % selected listing. In this example, the box tells you that
sound files with the suffix .aiff open in Windows Media

3 Player when double-clicked.
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Displaying Filename Extensions

It’s possible to live a long and happy life without knowing much about these exten-
sions. Indeed, because file extensions don’t feel very user-friendly, Microsoft designed
Windows to hide the suffixes on most icons (see Figure 5-9). If you're new to Windows,
and haven’t poked around inside the folders on your hard drive much, you may never

Filename
Extensions

even have seen them.

Fiqure 5-9: % My Documents % My Documents 3
Windows lets you see the _ : :
filename extensions om‘y . File Edt Vew Favorites : Fle Edt View Favorites Tools Help 7,"’
when it doesn't recognize el 8~ | S () Badl € - & | Psearch £ Folders | [Hr
them. Name Hame -+ Type : -
nghf.‘ If Windows recog- «'&'}Kanses City Star.htm -Ejkansas City Star HTML Document ”
nizes the filename exten- @License Agreements.doc %-jucanse Agreements Microsoft Word Document
sion on an I'COH, it hides Mars Landscape. jpg @Mars Landscape JPEG Image
the extension (J'OO k C’DSEJ'Y Mi\diy Amusing Jokes,doc @M\dly Amusing Jokes Microsoft Word Document
at the ﬁfenames). My Life as a Gnat,dac @]W Life as a Gnat Micrasoft Word Document
G}:]Naver Say Cry.mp3 {E}‘]Never Say Cry MP3 Format Sound
LEff.' You can ﬂSk VI/r'ndows C‘erjNew Widgets.ppt C‘g:]hlew Widgets Micrasoft PowerPaint Presentation
to display all extensions, # IPopsicle.com 4 1Popsicle.com Internet Shorteut
all the time. @Quarterly results‘dnc @Quafterly raﬂ.}lts Microsoft Word Document
‘ﬂsdery Prajections.xls %_’]Sa\ery Projections Microsoft Excel Warksheet
B sharteut to Funny Quetes Bshortcut to Funny Quotes Shorteut
417 Shortcut to Mars Landscape 7 Shortcut to Mars Landscape  Shortcut =
v
< < i3

Some people appreciate the way Windows hides the extensions, because the screen
becomes less cluttered and less technical-looking. Others make a good argument for
the Windows 3.1 days, when every icon appeared with its suffix.

For example, in a single Desktop window, suppose one day you discover that three
icons all seem to have exactly the same name: PieThrower. Only by making filename
extensions appear would you discover the answer to the mystery: that is, one of them
might be called PieThrower.ini, another is an Internet-based software updater called
PieThrower.upd, and the third is the actual PieThrower program, PieThrower.exe.

One way to make sense of such situations is simply to look at the window in De-
tails view (right-click in the window and choose View—Details from the shortcut
menu).

But that’s too easy. To fully breathe in Windows technology, you can instruct Windows
to reveal the file suffixes on all icons. To do so, choose Tools—Folder Options from
any folder window’s menu bar. In the Folder Options dialog box, click the View tab.
Turn off “Hide extensions for known file types,” and then click OK.

Now the filename extensions for all icons appear.
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Tip: Even if you prefer to hide most file extensions, you may still want one particular type of document to
i appear on the screen with file extensions. For example, when working on a Web site, you may want to check

whether the suffixes of your Web page documents are .Atm or .htm/.

In these situations, choose Tools—Folder Options in any Desktop window. Click the File Types tab (see Figure
5-8). Scroll down to the file extension you want to make visible, click it, click the Advanced button, and—in the
Edit File Type dialog box—turn on "Always show extension.” Click OK, and then click the Close button.

Hooking up a File Extension to a Different Program

Windows XP comes with several programs (Notepad and WordPad, for example)
that can open text files with the extension .fxt. And Windows also comes with several
programs (Paint, Imaging, Internet Explorer) that can open JPEG picture files with
the extension .jpg. So how does it decide which program to open when you double-
click a .txt or .jpg file?

Windows comes with its own extension-to-application pairing list, as depicted in
Figure 5-8. But at any time, you can reassign a particular file type (file extension) to
a different application. Having just bought Photoshop, for example, you might want
it to open up your JPEG files, rather than Windows Picture and Fax Viewer.

The long way to perform this reassignment surgery is to use the File Types tab of the
Folder Options dialog box shown in Figure 5-8. Click the file type you want to change,
click the Change button, and then proceed as shown in Figure 5-10.

Op.en With ; Figure_s-lo: .
z A S et e Left: Windows is prepared
(_-"] plitetis iy it s to show you a list of every
P ath e R program that can open
ST ISy the mystery fr:le. Sc;_roll
O Aicommerided Pragrats: @q Open : through the list of installed
g | =2 j programs to select the one
| &) Other Programs: ] [ BT [ vicrosot word you want. By turning on
|~ 48 Internat Explorer ERTTHRRENT | the checkbox at the bottom
B aion ; - | ofthe dialog box, you cre-
i -8 e ~ ate a file association that
T ot R —— = === ill handle similar files
[ Ahways use the selected program to open this kind of file Create Shorteut s o
| belte (those with the same file
| Rename extension) in the future.
}f th; program you want is not in Uﬂewlist lofon your computer, you can logk [ nght_- A shortcut to the
RESR RSN L e dialog box shown at left is
the Open With—Choose
Program shortcut menu.
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Here’s the short way: Right-click the icon of the file that needs a new parent program.
In the shortcut menu, you'll see a command called Open With. As shown at right in
Figure 5-10, it may offer a submenu that lists the programs capable of opening the
file. If the submenu isn't offered—or if you bypass these proposals and select Choose
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Program from the submenu—Windows presents the Open With dialog box shown
at left in Figure 5-10. Just find, and double-click, the name of the program you now
want to open this kind of file.

As you do so, be sure to check the status of the checkbox below the list, which says,
“Always use the selected program to open this kind of file” If that checkbox is on,
then all files of this type (.jpg, for example) will open in the newly selected applica-
tion from now on. If the checkbox is off, then the new application will open only this
.jpg file—just this once.

Tip: This technique is an effective cure if you've made a file assodiation by mistake, or when a newly installed
program performs the dreaded Windows Power Grab, daiming a particular file type for itself without asking
you.

Creating Your Own File Associations

Every now and then, you might try to open a mystery icon—one whose extension is
missing, or whose extension Windows doesn’t recognize. In that case, the dialog box
shown in Figure 5-11 will appear. Maybe you've tried to double-click a document
sent to you by a Macintosh fan (many Macintosh files lack file extensions), or maybe
you're opening a document belonging to an old DOS program that doesn’t know
about the Windows file-association feature.

Filename
Extensions

Figure 5-11:
Left: Sometimes Windows :
doesn’t know what to do d rsiorts coet e % D!
With an fcon yﬂU'VerSf File:  Access numbers For US areacods.dat
-clre this File; Windows needs to know what eated It, Windows |
dOUb’E dICkEd: I;uogﬁnm tolock it ;rtﬁm;m, or you ?r;?r m:'nur:ﬂy selact from akistof |
. - . &S on COm; - Y ™ X Fow
Right: Use this window ok b Open With
What da ank b 7
to select a program for Hadgeglol _ Choosa the program you wank to uss to open this Fe;
Opening rhe mystery fﬂe. (%) Use the Web servica to Find the appropriate program
It's sometimes useful to O ot the prooyen from o et ety i
) 3 Programs
associate a particular L B O R A s O T S
5 oK 4] America Orling
document type with a pro- L] lef
gram that didn't create it | [B] Merosoft Excel
by the way. For example, Micrasoft Word
if you double-click a text {; :::P"’d
file, and the Open With S o R e
dialog box appears, you [ Abwarys use the selscted program to open this kind of fiia
might decide that you Browsa...
want such documents to = e
open automatically into L amarom ol vk o e e of o lF e ol o ok
WordPad.
Cancel_

In any case, Windows offers you two different buttons:
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Filename » Select the program from a list. Windows displays a dialog box that looks a lot like

Extensions the one at right in Figure 5-11. Click the name of the program you want, and then
turn on “Always use the selected program to open this kind of file,” if you like.

« Use the Web service to find the appropriate program. In other words, Windows

will take your PC onto the Internet and look up the mystery file extension on the

Microsoft Web site.

Fun with File Associations

The File Types tab on the Folder Options dialog box shown in Figure 5-8 provides
an excellent display of the icons, file extensions, and descriptions of your various file
types. As noted earlier, it also offers the New button, which lets you tell Windows
about new file types, and the Change button, which lets you reassign an existing file
type to a different program.

At the bottom of the box, though, is an Advanced button. When you click it, the dialog
box shown at top left in Figure 5-12 appears. This box contains a few tweaky settings
that could come in handy someday. For example:

* Change the icon. By itself, Windows doesn’t let you change the icon for just one file.
But you can change the icon for a particular file type (JPEG files, for example).

Edit File Type

Change lcon @[Xi
Lockforkonsinthisfile:

Select an fcon from the kst below:

| ]
|

Set Default

[] Confirm open after download
] Abuays show extension

» v ST o

New Action

Action:

| Open n epait CRL e e ]

Application used ta perform action: Caricel
| CAWINDOWSisystem32\mspaint. exe

) G

[Juse poE

“F
.

W Preview

Open in Paint

¢ Openin PalntShop :

o h\F'hthR"-:gn B
| Edit i

| Print

“ Open With

Figure 5-12:

Top left: The Advanced box
lets you make even more
decisions about each file
type on your PC, including its
auto-downloading behavior,
double-click behavior, and
(at top right) even its icon.

Bottom left: In the top box,
type the name for the new
shortcut-menu command
you want to create. Then
click Browse to choose the
program file for Photoshop
itself. (Alternatively, you
could type the path to the
Photoshop program into the
“Application used to perform
action” text box.) Either way,
add a space and then %]

to the end of the pathname
shown in the fower box—a
reference to the file being
opened.

Bottom right: A doctored
shortcut menu at work.
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To do so, click Change Icon. Windows offers you a handful of replacement icons
for the kind of file you're editing (Figure 5-12, top right). If you don’t see a good
one, click Browse. You'll be offered a Change Icon dialog box, which you can use to
navigate to the folder containing a program that may contain better icons (details
on page 117).

.

Make it open after downloading. If you turn on “Confirm open after download,”
files of this type will automatically open, as though magically double-clicked,
whenever you download one from the Internet. You might want to turn this option
on for compressed file types (.zip, for example), so that they unpack themselves
automatically. (But avoid turning on this option for file types that may contain
viruses, such as .exe, .vbs, or .bat.)

Change what happens when you double-click it. In the Actions list, you'll see a
list of things that might happen when you double-click an icon: open (open) and
printto (print), for example.

Of course, icons almost always open when you double-click them. But by highlight-
ing one of the other Actions listed here (if, indeed, Windows gives you a choice
for this file type) and then clicking Set Default, you can establish a new behavior
for the file that you double-click. For example, you might want the JPEG files to
print automatically when double-clicked. (Well, maybe that’s not such a great
example.)

Edit its shortcut menu. When you right-click an icon, Windows displays a short-
cut menu containing commands like Open, Print, and so on. If you click the New
button, you get the New Action dialog box, where you can add a new command
to the shortcut menu of files of this type.

You can’t exactly go wild here, adding shortcut-menu commands like Email to
Uncle Joe, Backdate 30 Days, and so on. In fact, all you can really do is add com-
mands—for example, Open in Photoshop—that open the selected file in a certain
program, Figure 5-12 (bottom left) illustrates how it’s done.

Tip: Placing an ampersand (&) symbol into the shortcut-menu command, as shown at lower left in Figure
5-12, creates an underlined shortcut key, as shown at lower right.

Installing Software

Today, almost all new software comes to your PC from one of two sources: a CD or
the Internet. The era of floppy-disk installers is over; you'd need a wheelbarrow to
hold all the floppies required to install the average program these days.

Modern software usually comes with an installer program that’s designed to transfer
the software files to the correct places on your hard drive. The installer also adds the
new program’s name to the Start—All Programs menu, tells Windows about the
kinds of files (file extensions) it can open, and makes certain changes to your registry
(Appendix C).
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Installing Software
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The Pre-Installation Checklist

You can often get away with blindly installing some new program without heeding
the checklist below. But for the healthiest PC and the least time on hold with tech
support, answer these questions before you install anything:

* Are you an administrator? Windows XP derives part of its security and stability
by handling new software installations with suspicion. For example, you can’t
install most programs unless you have an administrator account (see page 492).
(The exception: You may be able to install new software if you upgraded your PC
from a copy of Windows 2000 on a corporate network, and your account was in
the Power Users group.)

If you have only a normal account, most attempts to install new software crash
and burn with some kind of error message. (If it’s a relatively new program, the
message might make sense: “To install this program, you must be an administra-
tor or have administrator approval.” Programs that predate Windows XP, on the
other hand, may chug along happily for about a minute before conking out with
some bizarre message of confusion.)

Does it run in Windows XP? Windows XP is compatible with far more programs
than Windows 2000 was—but far fewer than, say, Windows 98 or Windows Me.

If the software or its Web site specifically says it's compatible with Windows XP,
great. Install away. Otherwise, consult the Microsoft Web site, which includes a
list—not a complete one, but a long one—of all XP-compatible programs. (The
easiest way to get there is to choose Start—Help and Support, then click the “Find
compatible hardware and software for Windows XP” link.)

Tip: See "Older Programs” later in this chapter for compatibility tips.

» Is the coast clear? Exit all your open programs. (One quick way: Right-click the
buttons on the taskbar, one at a time, and choose Close from the shortcut menu.)
You should also turn off your virus-scanning software, which may take the arrival
of your new software the wrong way.

» Am I prepared to backtracl? If you're at all concerned about the health and safety
of the software you're about to install, remember that the System Restore feature
(page 451) takes an automatic snapshot of your Windows system just before any
new software installation. If the new program you've installed turns out to be a bit
hostile, you can rewind your system to its current happier working condition, in the
process wiping out every trace of damage (and software) that you've introduced.

Installing Software from a CD

Most commercial software these days comes on a CD. On each one is a program called
Setup, which, on most installation CDs, runs automatically when you insert the disk
into the machine. You're witnessing the AutoPlay feature at work.
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If Autoplay is working, a few seconds after you insert the CD into your drive, the hour- Installing Software
glass cursor appears. A few seconds later, the Welcome screen for your new software -
appears, and you may be asked to answer a few onscreen questions (for example, to

specify the folder into which you want the new program installed). Along the way,

the program may ask you to type in a serial number, which is usually on a sticker on

the CD envelope or the registration card.

If the last installer window has a Finish button, click it. The installation program
transfers the software files to your hard drive. When it’s all over, you may be asked to
restart the machine. In any case, open the Start menu; a yellow “New programs have
been installed” balloon appears next to the All Programs button. If you click there,
the program’s name appears highlighted in orange, and your Start—All Programs
menu is now ready for action.

Installing software using “Add or Remove Programs”

Windows XP offers a second, more universal installation method: the greatly im-
proved, but still ingeniously named, “Add or Remove Programs” program. To see it,
open Start—Control Panel—+Add or Remove Programs.

This listing shows every program on your PC—well, at least those that were installed
using a standard Windows installer. Click the name of one to expand its “panel,” a

POWER USERS" CLINIC

Who Gets the Software?

As you're probably becoming increasingly: aware, Micro-  knows that the program exists.
soft designed Windows XP from Day 1 to be a multi-user
operating system, in which each person who'logs in enjoys
an independent environment—from the desktop pattern to
the email In Outlook Express. The question arises: When
someone installs the new program, does every account  Second, you may be able to get away with moving the
holder have equal access to it? program’s shortcut from your own persenal account folder
toithe corresponding location in the All Users folder. As you'll
read later in this book, Windows XP actually maintains two
different types of Programs folders: one that's shared by ev-
erybody, and another for each individual account holder.

In that case, you can proceed in either of two ways. First,
you can simply log in to each account, one after another,
reinstalling the program for each account.

In general, the answer s yes. If an administrator (page 492)
installs a new program, a shortcut winds upin the Local Disk
(C)—Documents and Settings—All Users—Start Menu—>
Programs folder. In other words, a newly installed program
generally shows Up on the Start—All Programs menu of  Here’s where that information pays off: Open your Start—
every account holder. All Programs menu; right-click the name of the programyou
want everyone to be able to access, and choose Copy from
the shortcut menu. Now right-click the Start menu; from the
shortcut menu, choose Open All Users. In the window that
appears, right-click the Programs folder and choose Paste
from the shortcut menu: The program now appears on the
Alsooceasionally, certain programs might justinstall software.  Start menu of everybody who uses the machine,

into your own account, so that nobody else who logs in even

Occasionally, a program’s installer may offer you a choice:
Install the new software so that it's available ejther to
everybody or only to you; the currently logged-in aceount
holder. ‘
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Installing Software

thick gray bar that shows you how much disk space the program takes, when you

last used it, and so on.

Tip: Some programs include a “Click here for support information” link, which produces a little window
revealing the name, Web site, and sometimes the phone number of the software company responsible for

the software in question.

Use “Add or Remove Programs” whenever the usual auto-starting CD installation
routine doesn’t apply—for example, when the CD hasn’t been programmed for
AutoPlay, when the installer comes on floppy disks (remember those?), or when the

installer is somewhere else on your office network.

To make it work, insert the floppy disk or CD that contains the software you want
to install. Then click the Add New Programs button at the left side of the window.
Finally, click the CD or Floppy button to make Windows look arcund for the Setup
program on the disk or CD you've inserted. If the technology gods are smiling, the
installation process now begins, exactly as described above.

Installing Downloaded Software

The files you download from the Internet (see Figure 5-13) usually aren’t ready-to-
use, double-clickable applications. Instead, almost all of them arrive on your PC in
the form of a compressed file, with all the software pieces crammed together into a
single, easily downloaded icon. The first step in savoring your downloaded delights
is restoring this compressed file to its natural state, as described on page 129.

‘File Download

‘;:) You are downloading the file:
~

chessrally2,exe from www,chessrally.com

‘\would pou ke to open the file or save it to pour computer?

f Open

| [ _save || Cancel [ Mare Info ]

Save As

Savein:

My Recent
Documents

&)

- ¥t

(&) My Documents

ﬁ My Recent Documents

Q 2 cr B

Gl My ﬁcumenks

i My Computer
A 3% Floppy (&)
sigh Local Disk [C)
A CD Drive (D:)

N Shated Doprmerts

Figure 5-13:

You can find thousands of Win-
dows programs (demos, free
programs, and shareware) at
Web sites like downloads.com,
tucows.com, or computingcen-
tral.msn.com.

Top: When you click a link to
download something, this box
appears. Click the Save button.

Bottom: To avoid losing the
download in some deeply
nested folder, choose Desktop
from the “Save in:” drop-down
list at the top of this box. After
the download is complete, quit
your browser. Unzip the file,

if necessary, and then run the
downloaded installer.
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After unzipping the software (if it doesn’t unzip itself), you'll usually find, among the Installing Software
resulting pieces, an installer, just like the ones described in the previous section.

Installing Pre-Loaded Software

As you probably know, Microsoft doesn’t actually sell PCs (yet). Therefore, you
bought your machine from a different company, which probably installed Windows
on it before you took delivery.

Many PC companies sweeten the pot by preinstalling other programs, such as Quicken,
Microsoft Works, Microsoft Office, more games, educational software, and so on. The
great thing about preloaded programs is that they don’t need installing. Just double-
click their desktop icons, or choose their names from the Start—All Programs menu,
and you're off and working,

Installing Windows Components

The Windows XP installer may have dumped over a gigabyte of software onto your
hard drive, but it was only warming up. Plenty of second-tier programs and features
are left behind on the CD—stuff that Microsoft didn’t want to burden you with right
off the bat, but included on the CD just in case.

To see the master list of software components that you have and haven't yet installed,
choose Start—Control Panel—“Add or Remove Programs.” Click the Add/Remove
Windows Components button at the left side of the window.

You've just launched the Windows Components Wizard—Dbasically a list of all the
optional Windows software chunks. Checkmarks appear next to some of them; these
are the ones you already have. The checkboxes that aren’t turned on are the options
you still haven’t installed. As you peruse the list, keep in mind the following:

* To learn what something is, click its name once. A description appears below the
list.

* Turn on the checkboxes for software bits you want to install. Clear the checkboxes
of elements you already have, but that you'd like Windows to delete in order to
create more free space on your hard drive.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION

Microsoft InstaliShield?

I'm a bit confused.  bought a progrant from Infinfty Work-  come from the same company. Most software companies
ware. But when [ run fis fristaller; the Welcome screen'says -~ pay a license to installer-software companies. That's why,

InstallShield. Who actually made my software? when you're trying to install @ new program called, say,
JailhouseDactor, the first screen you see says InstallShield.
(InstallShield is the most popular installation software.)

Most of the time, the installer program isn't part of the
software you bought or downloaded, and doesn't even
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Installing Software

» To the right of the name of each software chunk, you can see how much disk space
it uses when it’s installed. Keep an eye on the “Space available on disk” statistic at the

bottom of the dialog box to make sure you don’t overwhelm your hard drive.

+ Windows may ask you to insert your Windows CD.

+ Some of these checkboxes’ titles are just titles for bigger groups of independent

software chunks (see Figure 5-14).

Windows Components Wizard

Windows Components

‘You can add or remove components of Windows XP.

Figare 5-14:

Most of the optional installa-
tions involve networking and
administrative tools designed
for corporate computer

To add of remove a component, click the checkbox. A shaded box means that only
part of the component will be installed. To see what's included in a component, click
Details,

Components:

v (%8 Accessaories and Ultilities

W ¥ FaxSeivices

V] G ndexing Service o o ' 0OME |
W @Intemel Esplorer 0.0MB ‘
71 29 Mananement and Manitatna Tonls 19MR

Description: Allows fax to be sent and received

Total disk space required: 0.2MB
Space available on disk: 23506 MB

technicians. One in particular,
however, can be useful to just
about anybody: Fax Services.
This optional installation is the
software that turns your PC
into a fax machine.

[ < Back ]E Next> 1[ Cancel ]
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As you click the name of a software component, the Details button may spring to
life, “waking up” from its faded look. When you click it, another list of elements ap-
pears—the ones that make up the software category.

The truth is, most people find this list more useful for its ability to remove nones-
sential Windows files (including wallpaper, sounds, screen savers, and so on), saving
multimegabytes of disk space on the process. (Some ideas: the 12 MB of games and
the 13 MB of MSN Explorer [an America Online-like Web browser].) Just turn off
the corresponding checkboxes, click OK, and then restart your machine.

Program Access and Defaults
Software is never finished—especially Microsoft’s. That’s why, in the fall of 2002,
Microsoft released a 330 MB software updater called Service Pack 1, which it later

rolled into Service Pack 2. (See Chapter 10 for details on getting and installing Service
Pack 2.)
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SP1 didn’t do anything to change XP’s looks, features, or speed. It was mostly what
Automatic Update (page 325) had been feeding you all along: bug fixes, security patches
for your Internet programs, and so on. But it also offered a few changes like these:

* It made Windows recognize USB 2.0, a faster kind of add-on equipment connector
that’s available on new PCs.

» It installed Java (page 350).

* If you make substantial changes to your PC’s guts—surgery so dramatic that you
have to reactivate XP (page 16)—you now have a three-day grace period before
Windows locks you out of your own machine.

The real raison d’étre for SP1, though, was satisfying the U.S. Department of Justice.
In its agreement, Microsoft promised to give its competitors a fighting chance at equal
footing. For the first time, Windows offers you the chance to hide Internet Explorer,
Outlook Express, and a few other standard Microsoft programs, which is presumably
a benefit to people who prefer Netscape, Eudora, and Microsoft’s other rivals.

You can view this new dialog box by choosing Start—All Programs—>Set Program
Access and Defaults. This command is actually nothing more than a link to the Add
or Remove Programs icon in the Control Panel—specifically, its new “Set Program
Access and Defaults” panel, which is listed at the left side. You see the display shown
at top in Figure 5-15, where you can choose from among these options:

* Microsoft Windows means, “Use all of Microsoft’s utility programs, just as Windows
XP has been doing from Day One.” You're saying that you prefer Microsoft’s Web
browser (Internet Explorer), email program (Outlook Express), Media Player (Win-
dows Media Player), and instant messaging program (Windows Messenger).

Selecting this option doesn’t prevent you from using other browsers, email pro-
grams, and so on—you’ll still find them listed in the Start—All Programs menu.
But this option does put the Internet Explorer and Outlook Express icons, for
example, into prime positions at the upper-left section of your Start menu for
quick and easy access.

Non-Microsoft means, “Use anything but Microsoft’s programs! Instead, use
Netscape Navigator, Eudora, RealPlayer, Sun’s Java, or whatever—just nothing
from Microsoft.”

You should install your preferred alternate programs before selecting this option.
Otherwise, the only programs this feature “sees” are Microsoft programs, which
would make selecting this option a tad pointless.

As with the “Microsoft” option, choosing this option places your preferred pro-
grams’ icons into the upper-left section of your Start menu. Unlike the “Micro-
soft” option, however, this option rermoves access to the corresponding Microsoft
programs. If you choose a non-Microsoft program as your email program, for
example, Outlook Express disappears completely from the All Programs menu
and its folder (in C:—Program Files). Figure 5-15 shows the idea.
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Installing Software Of course, Microsoft’s programs aren’t really gone—they’re just hidden. They pop
_ right back when you choose the “Microsoft” option, or when you choose Custom
(described below) and then click the associated “Enable access to this program”

checkbox. Just remember to click OK to apply your changes.

$ Addor Remove Programs Figure 5_- 15:
’ S Top: Justice at work.
i . B onfiguration specifies default programs For certain activities, such as Web browsing I /e
&{- g urir:r?é:':; :-mall, !and which programs ave accessible from the Start menu, deskkop, and other MfUOSOﬁ s SEfﬂemeﬁf
| Changeor  [ocations. with the U.S. govern-
;u;rm Choose a configuration: ment mc,'uded gfy!ng
i you the opportunity of
o | @ crosoft Windows hiding non-Microsoft
»dduaw | & Nom-Microsoft programs. Cfraos-
programs | ot B ing “Non-Microsoft”
| © Custom Sl completely hides all
L : traces of Microsoft's

Web browser, emaif

o f Bt & program configuration specifies default programs For certain activities, such as Web browsing or sending programs, and so on.
:'féﬁ e-mall, and which progtams are accessible from the Start menu, desktop, and other locations, They don’t even appear
Kheriwvf Choase & configuration: in the Start menu.
150 |® custom : : a2l & Bottom: Choosing
| : % Choose a default Web browser : ! Custom lets 14 O_U mix
bl i N e e e Lo and match: Microsoft
Programs software for some func-
et ember Enable access to this program tions, other companies
@ Choose a default e-mail prt;;m = T for others.
Ende‘;n“;r:e (& Use my current e-mall program
Components = !
piteledicil. {0 outlock Express 7] Enabls acress tothis program  —
{ @ Choose a default media player:
s Gt e ok |
{Defeks | © Windows Media Player [V} Enable accesstothisprogram 11 |

« Computer Manufacturer means, “Use whatever programs are recommended by
Dell” (or whoever made the PC and signed deals with AOL, Real, and so on). This
option doesn’t appear on all PCs.

* Custom lets you choose each kind of program independently, whether it comes
from Microsoft or not. For example, you can choose Netscape, Internet Explorer,
or your current Web browser as your default browser.

During your selection process, make sure that you've turned on “Enable access
to this program” for each program you want to access (whether or not you're
choosing it as the default program). Otherwise, Windows may deny access to that
program.
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Note: Not all non-Microsoft programs show up here—only versions that have been released since SP1
became available. .

Uninstalling Software

When you've had enough of a certain program, and want to reclaim the disk space it
occupies, don’t just delete its folder. The typical application installer tosses its soft-
ware components like birdseed all over your hard drive; therefore, only some of it is
actually in the program’s folder.

Instead, ditch software you no longer need using the “Add or Remove Programs”
program described above. Click the Change or Remove Programs button at the top
left, and then proceed as shown in Figure 5-16.

Tip: If you're using Fast User Switching (see page 502), don't delete a program until you've verified that it
isn't running in somebady else’s account behind the scenes.

Installing Software

Figure 5-16;
To vaporize a pro-
gﬁeﬁﬁiﬁrg{m b #51 Currently installed programs:
; £y’

highlighted panel, as Changeor | ||} Adobe Acrobat 5.0
shown here, and then Programs Microsoft Office XP Professional
click the Remove but- IS | e For suooar Used
%gr:gﬁfsg;ssgfﬁr ﬂlj' 1 Tl?c ;E::a;nge this %rogram or remove it from your computer,  LastUsedOn

=l N cli ange or Remove,
menu to sort the list by ;‘;‘;r%::; i
Frequency of Use or €60 Snaglt 6 Size
Date Last Used. (Note, - @ StuFfIE 7.0 Size
though, that Windows A ddfiy @1 \iMware Workstation Size
doesn't keep perfect ﬂin&"xsw |E Weatherl Shze
track of all types of Components |
progras, E‘SpECfG ”}’ 45 Windows %P Service Pack 1
those that run in the @ 3 winzip Siee
background, so these sak prgram
statistics are likely to Access and
be unreliable.) Refauks

9f21{2002 |

11.99MB
16.93MB |
14.77MB

9.08MB ‘:

3.04MB

Even after you uninstall a program, the folder that contained it may still exist, espe-
cially if it contains configuration files, add-ons, or documents that you created while
the program was still alive. If you're sure you won’t need those documents, it’s safe to
remove the folder (discussed later in this section), along with the files inside it.
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Note: Until Service Pack 2 came along, the list in this dialog box was cluttered up with dozens upon dozens
Sefva of “Windows Hotfixes"—the little security patches that Microsoft sent out weekly or monthly via the Internet

just to make your life interesting. In SP2, though, they're mercifully hidden—at least until you turn on the

“Show updates” checkbox at the top of the window. Then a new Windows Updates category appears in the

list, revealing the individual hotfixes you've installed so far. That's useful to remember if you suspect one day
that a certain patch has broken something on your PC.

That’s the theory of uninstalling Windows programs, of course. In practice, you'll
probably find that the Add or Remove Programs program should more accurately
be called the “Add or I'll-Make-My-Best-Effort-to-Remove-Programs,-But-No-
Guarantees” program. A disappointing percentage of the time, one error message or
another pops up, declaring that the installation can’t proceed because Windows can’t
find this or that component.

Most of the time, it’s not Windows’s fault. The Add or Remote Programs window
is simply a list of links, like the All Programs section of your Start Menu. When
you highlight an entry and click Remove, Windows just fires up the program’s own
uninstaller program. When the uninstaller doesn’t work, thanks to some bug or glitch,
the fun begins.

The truth is, the world won’t end if you just leave the crippled program on board
your PC. You can join millions of other PC fans who slog along, hard drives corroded
with bits of software they can’t seem to remove. Apart from the waste of space and the
uneasy feeling that your PC is getting clogged arteries, there’s no harm done.

But if you'd rather wipe the slate clean, start by visiting the Web site of the company that
made your program. Dig into its support section to see if the company has provided
a fix or any removal instructions. (Some companies discover bugs in their uninstaller
utilities just like any other part of their programs, and then release patches—or even
special removal tools—that let their customers remove their software.)

If that step doesn’t lead anywhere, you can get serious by eliminating the stubborn
bits by hand. Turn off the phone, cancel your appointments for the afternoon, and
proceed like this:

1. Confirm that the program can actually be removed.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION

This File Is in Use
Hey, I tried to uninstall a program using Add or Remove  idea. What should | do?

Programs, like you said. BUE during the process, { got this
seary message saving that one of the deleted program’s
files Is also needed by other programs. It asked me if | was
sure [ wanted to delete itl Heck, I wouldn't have the faintest

Don't delete the file. Leaving it behind does nio harm, but
deleting it might render one of your other applications
non-runnable.
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It may be that the program isn’t really on your hard drive any more, but its or-
phaned listing in your Start menu lingers on. (For example, maybe you've installed
a newer version of a program that overwrote the older version, or maybe you've
deleted the program’s files by hand.) In this case, follow the procedure described
in the box below to remove the abandoned entry.

Uninstalling
Software

Tip: If the program you're trying to remove doesn't seem to be listed in the Add or Remove Programs list, look
for other versions of the name. For instance, to remove Word, look under “M" for Microsoft Word or Microsoft
Office. If it's still not there, open the program'’s folder in your Start menu and look for an Uninstall icon.

2. Look for an error message.

When you click the Remove button next to a program’s name, do you get an error
message? If so, it’s probably complaining about a missing configuration file.

Most of the time, the file that’s missing is the installation log file, a list of the
components that were copied to your hard disk when you originally installed the
software. If the uninstaller can’t find this log file, it won’t be able to remove the
software, at which point it resorts to petty complaining. In that case, the best tactic
is to simply reinstall the program, and then try uninstalling again.

If reinstalling still doesn’t work, see the box on page xx.
3. Find out where the program is.

Asyou may know, Windows programs’ real names are rarely as friendly as the names
you see onscreen. To you, it’s Start—Microsoft Word; to Windows, it’s c:\Program
Files\Microsoft Office\Office 11\WINWORD.EXE. So before you can eliminate a
program, you have to know its secret location.

POWER USERS’ CLINIC

Clean Up the Add or Remove Programs List

Sometimes, even afteryou remove a progran, its entry still
appears in the Add or Remove Programs window. With the
program'’s uninstaller long since uninstalled, the only wayto
erase it from this listis to dive into your Registry.

Open the Registry Editor (see Appendix C} and expand the
branches to HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Micro-
soft\Windows\CurrentVersion\Uninstall. In this branch, you!ll
find dozens or even hundreds of keys {individual entries),
eachone corresponding to an entry in your Add or Remove
Programs window. Most of the keys have names written
in plain English, making it easy to'locate the program you
want o remove, :

Now; keep/in mind that once you remove an entry. here,
you may not be able to easily remove the program later
on. Before you delete an entry, choose File—Export to
create a backup.

When you've found the mischievous entry, just highlight it
and press the Delete key.

If-you can't find your program in the list, it’s likely hidden
behind one of the keys here with a cryptic name, such as
Q318966 or {74E2CD0C-D4A2-11D3-95A6-0000E86CFDES).
These are easy enough to deal with: Just highlightthe key and
look forthe DisplayName value in the right pane. Then press
the up and down arrow keys to quickly scan the list.
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Most of the time, you can find out the program’s secret location by opening the
Start menu, opening the All Programs menu, and finding the program’s listing.
Right-click the shortcut, and from the shortcut menu, choose Properties. As you
can see in Figure 5-17, the Target box tells you the name and folder location of the

. Uninstalling
Software

culprit. Leave the Properties box open for the moment.

Scansnap Manapger Properties

[ Genersl| Shotteut | Compatisiity|

@ ScanSnap Manager

Application
Target location: Driver

Target type:

Target: am Filas\PFUAS canSnaptDiveriPluSsion exs'i

g __{ :

Shortcut key: wNona

Rur:

|
l Nomal window [ors J
\

Comment: ‘

} [ FindTarget.. | [ Chengeleon.. | [ Advanced.. |

fi0K

![ Cancel ] Foply

Figure 5-17:

As outlined on page 34, the path notation shown here iden-
tifies where this program sits; each slash indicates a folder
within a folder. The name after the final slash identifies the
actual program by its real name. In this case, the Target box
says C:\Pgm Files\PFU\ScanSnap\Driver|PfuSsMon.exe.

Believe it or not, PfuSsMon.exe is the real name of a pro-
gram that appears to you as ScanSnap Manager. Instead
of trying to remember all these folder names, just click the
Find Target button to open a folder window, complete with
the program file highlighted.

POWER USERS’ CLINIC

Help the Uninstaller Find Its Way

Software authors ustially rely.on off-the-shelf tools to handle
the dirty business of installing and removing their software.
Most of these tools are comprised of two files: a generic
uninstaller program (.exe file) and alog file that was created
when you originally installed the software. Sometimes, all
it takes to fix @ broken uninstaller is to put these two pieces
together.

Start by opening Windews Explorer, navigating to the
program's main folder (see step 3 on the facing page), and
looking for the installation log file, usually called DelsL1.isu,
Uninstisy, or install.log.

If you find an .isu file, it was put there by the popular
InstallShield installer. Just double-click the file. When Win-
dows asks what program you want to use to open the file,

riavigate to your Windows folder (usually on your C: drive),
and select IsUninst.exe.

If-you find an installlog file in the program’s folder, it was
probably put there by a WISE installer. In this case, double-
clicking will probably just open Notepad, so you need a
slightly different tactic. Open a second Windows Explorer
window, and navigate to your Windows folder (usually
CA\Windows). Therein you shotld see & file named unwise.
exe; just drag-drop the .log file fromthe firstwindow directly
onto this unwise.exe file,

If you're lucky, the uninstaller will proceed to remove your
pragram, But if this doesn’t work, you need to do it by
{ET
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4. Turn off any auto-loading components.

Far too many Windows programs are designed to load some of their components
into memory the moment you turn on the PC, where they stay until you shut
down the machine. The problem is that Windows refuses to delete files that are
in use, so you have to close any programs that are currently running before you
can delete them,

To see if your subject has an auto-loading bit, choose Start—Run. In the dialog box,
type msconfig and press Enter. (Msconfig is a handy little Windows utility—not
listed in any menu or available in any store—that lists everything that goes on at
startup time.)

As Figure 5-18 shows, the Startup tab in the resulting dialog box lists every program
that starts up unbidden when you turn on the PC. Your job is to find any pieces
of the program that may be loading when Windows starts, which isn’t always ob-
vious. The easiest way to do this is to look in the center column, Command, for
the secret folder name you unearthed in step 3, and turn off the checkbox next to
anything that matches.

Note: Don't go nuts here. Trimming the fat a little doesn't hurt, but this list includes a few essential Windows
programs that the PC requires to start up. If in doub, leave it alone.

Uninstalling
Software

Figure 5-18:
In this example, the recal- cmro=re
citrant software bit stuffs General | SYSTEMUINI | WIN.INI | BOOT.INI | Services | Startup |

' System Confipuration Utility

two components into your [ |
startup process. One of | ‘
them, you can identify | ‘
by name (PfuSsSct). The

other, you can identify by
the path in the Command
column (a familiar path).

Command ;
C\PROGRA~IYAMERIC~3,0\aoltray. exe -check
CHPROGRA~DIGITA~1YDLG exe
CWINDOWS\Installer\{8CC15633-2327-43F4-BAS5-BE3. .,
CYPROGRA~MICROS~4\0ffice 1 01054, EXE -b -
CHPROGRA~ 1Y COMMON~1{MICROS~1 | WORKSS~1wke, .
C1\PROGRA~1\CESOFT~1\QuicKeys\QkEngine.exe

Startup Item

Ametica Online Tra...
Digital Line Detect
Microscft Broadban. .,
Microsoft Office
Microsoft Works Ca...
QuicKeys Engine

Snaglt 6 CHPROGRA~ L TECHSM~11SNAGIT~115naglt32 exe
Dragon NaturallySp.., CHPROGRA~1\ScanSoftiNATURA~1\Programinatspeak, ...
(B} CardLaurcher CH\Program FilesiPFULScanSnapiCardMinder ¥2,00CardLa. .,
[[] Pfusssct Ci\Program Files\PFU\ScanSnapiPfuSsSct.exe [Statian

[[] scansniap Manager  CiPROGRA~1YPFUAScanSnapiDriver\PFuSsMon, exe

{£ |

Enable il Disable Al |

Location
Common Startu

g

Common Startu
Commeon Startu
Cornmon Startu
Common Startu
Commen Startu
Common Startu
Startup

SOFTY/ARE|Mid
SOFTWARE\Mic
Common Startu

v

>

=,

Click OK when you're done. If the PC tells you it must be restarted, click Restart.
If you receive a“You have used the System Configuration Utility” dialog box when
the PC comes to, click OK.

If the gods are smiling, you are now free to delete the program.
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5. Look for anything you want to keep.
‘Softw
kel With the program’s folder window still open from step 3, look for any personal files

you want to keep around. In most cases, these files are in your My Documents folder
or on your desktop, and therefore safe from deletion. But it’s best to make sure.

Tip: Select View—sDetails to reveal all the information about the files in the current folder, and then dlick
the Date Modified column header to sort the listing by date. This way, you can more easily find recently
changed files.

6. Delete the files.

Select all the contents of the program’s folder by pressing Ctrl+A, and then drag
them into your Recycle Bin. Now didn’t that feel good?

Tip: If Windows Explorer complains that one of the files is still in use, just click OK. Then select everything
else, and keep deleting. If anything remains when you're done, you'll have to force those programs to close
before you can delete them. Right-click an empty area of your taskbar and select Task Manager. Click the
Processes tab, and look for the remaining files in the list. When you find the file, highlight it and dlick End
Process. Finally, try to delete the file once again.

7. Back in the real world, delete the visible scraps of the program from your Start
menu and desktop.

For example, drag any unwanted files or folders into your Recycle Bin.
8. Clean up the mess.

Your final task is to find and eliminate any lingering bits of the stubborn program.
For instance, if the recently deceased program is still popping up in the Shortcut
menus that appear when your right-click certain files, you’ll have to update your
file associations.

The next time you open one of the program’s documents, Windows will complain
that it can’t find the program. That’s your opportunity to choose a new program
to open those files.

Running Pre-XP Programs

As any Windows 2000 user can tell you, stability has its price. For years, people who ran
Windows 2000 enjoyed far fewer system crashes than Windows Me people did—but
they were limited to a much smaller set of compatible programs. (Barney the Dinosaur
CDs, for example, simply wouldn’t run on Windows 2000.)

Although it’s based on Windows 2000, Windows XP isn’t quite as limiting to your
software library. Microsoft has pulled every trick in the book to make older, pre—Win-
dows XP programs run successfully. For example:
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i bitrogam
A 16-bit program is one that’s so old, it was written when Windows 3.1 roamed the Raorams

earth and George Bush Sr. was president. (Programs written for Windows 95 and
later are known as 32-bit programs.) Bit amazingly enough, even Windows XP can
run most of these programs. It does so in a kind of software simulator—a DOS-and-
Windows 3.1 PC impersonation called a virtual machine.

Asaresult, these programs don’t run very fast, they don’t understand the long filenames
of the modern-day Windows, and they may crash whenever they try to “speak” directly
to certain components of your hardware (the simulator stands in their way, in the
name of keeping Windows XP stable). Furthermore, if just one of your 16-bit programs
crashes, all of them crash, because they all live in the same memory bubble.

Even so, it’s impressive that they run at all, ten years later.
DOS Programs

These programs are 16-bit programs, too, and therefore they run just fine in Windows
XP, even though DOS no longer lurks beneath the operating system.

To open the black, empty DOS window that’s familiar to longtime PC users, choose
Start—All Programs— Accessories—Command Prompt. (See page 193.)

GEM IN THE ROUGH

Not Your Father’s Keyboard

Keyboards built especially for using Windows contain some  ~+D hides or shows all of your application windows (ideal
extra keys that aren't intended for typing text: for jumping to the desktop for a bit of housekeeping).

+ On the top or bottom row, you may find a key a5-+E opens the My Computter windowin Windows Explarer
bearing the Windows logo (%), No, this isn'tjusta view (page 108).
tiny Microsoft advertising moment; you can press
this key to open the Start menu without having to
use the mouse. (On desktop PCs, the Windows: #5+Ctrl+F opens the Search—Computers window..
ey is usually on the bottom row; on laptops, it's

=&+F opens the Search window (page 36).

=£+M minimizes all open windows, revealing the desktop.
(Windows key+D!is better, however, since the same key-
On the right, you may find a duplicate Windows stroke also returns the windows.)

key, as well as a key whose icon depicts a tiny
menu, complete with a microscopic cursor point-
ing to a command. Press this key to simulate a =£+R opens the Run command (see page 32).
right-click at the current location of your cursor.

sometimes at the top of the keyboard.)

~2+Shift+M restores all minimized windows.

#&+V turns your speaker on and off,
Even better, the Windows logo key offers a number of useful
functions when you press it in.conjunction with other keys.
For example:

&+Tab switches through all the application buttons on
the taskbar.

~&+Break opens the System Properties dialog box.
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Runmning Pre-XP'
Programs

Programs Written for Windows 95, 2000, Etc.

In principle, programs that were written for recent versions of Windows should run

fine in Windows XP. Unfortunately, some of them contain software code that delib-
erately sniffs around to find out what Windows version you have. These programs (or

even their installer programs) may say, Windows what?’

]

—and refuse to run.

Fortunately, the Properties box of every program (or program shortcut) offers you the
opportunity to fool such programs into believing that they’re running on a Windows
95 machine, Windows 2000 machine, or whatever. Figure 5-19 details the process,

but a few footnotes are in order:

* You're much better off securing an updated version of the program, if it’s available.
Check the program’s Web site to see if an XP-compatibility update is available.

+ Don't try this trick with utilities like virus checkers, backup programs, CD burning
software, and hard drive utilities. Installing older versions of these with Windows
XP is asking for disaster.

« If the program you're trying to run is on a CD or on a hard drive elsewhere on
the network, you won't be able to change its properties using the steps described
in Figure 5-19. Instead, choose Start—All Programs—Accessories—Program
Compatibility Wizard. A series of wizard screens explains the concept of compat-
ibility-fooling, and then lets you choose the program you'd like to fool.

|f you have problems with this program and it worked correctly o
an earlier version of Windows, select the compatibility mode that
matches that earlier version,

Compatibhity mode

Run this program in compatibility mode for:

Eh\-ﬁ’indnws 95 i

Diwindows NT 4.0 [Service Pack 5
Windows 2000
I THunmn 2oE colors

{1 Runin 640 % 480 screen resolution
"] Disable visual themes

Input settings

1 Tum off advanced test services for this pragram

Learn more about program compatibility,

%UKH Cancel H

Apply

Figure 5-19:

If you've successfully instalfed an older program that
doesn’t seem to work in Windows XP, find its applica-
tion icon as described on page 61. Right-click the icon
and choose Properties from the shortcut menu. In the
Properties dialog box, cfick the Compatibility tab, turn
on “Run this program in compatibility mode for,” and
then, using the drop-down menu of past Windows
versions, choose the version you suspect will make
your program happiest. When you click OK, Windows
XP will try to fake out the program, making it run.
Your dialog box may differ slightly from the one you
see here, depending on the program you are trying
to run.
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The Freebie
Software

grams menu reveals a rich array of preinstalled Windows XP applications—

as an infomercial might put it, they’re your free bonus gift. This chapter of-
fers a crash course in these programs, a few of which could probably merit Missing
Manuals of their own.

Even after a fresh installation of Windows XP, a glance at your Start—All Pro-

The Windows XP Accessories

Microsoft calls many of these built-in programs accessories. They have two things
in common. First, they’re all smallish, single-purpose programs that you’ll probably
use only occasionally. Second, you get to them from the Start—All Programs—Ac-
cessories menu.

Accessibility Features

If you have trouble using your keyboard or making out small text on the screen, the
programs in the Start—All Programs—Accessories—Accessibility menu may be just
what you need.

Accessibility Wizard

Windows XP is one of the most disability-friendly operating systems on earth. It
includes a long list of features that enables the PC to magnify, speak, or otherwise
boost the elements of the screen.

The Accessibility Wizard offers these features to you, one feature at a time. Its screens
invite you to enlarge all kinds of things: the type in dialog boxes and menus, scroll
bars and window borders, desktop icons, the arrow cursor itself, and so on.
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Tip: Not all of these features are useful only to the disabled. If you have a flat-panel screen, for example,
you may have noticed that everything on the screen is smaller than it might be on a traditional CRT screen.
The result is that the cursor is sometimes hard to find and the text is sometimes hard to read.

Finally, the wizard offers specialized accessibility features for the hearing-impaired and
people with trouble using the keyboard. All of these visibility options are duplicated
in Windows XP’s various Control Panel programs (see Chapter 8). Microsoft just
hoped that by putting them all in a single wizard, in interview format, these features
would be easier to find.

Magnifier

Magnifier is like a software magnifying glass—a floating rectangular window that
enlarges whatever your cursor touches (see Figure 6-1). Using the Magnifier Settings
dialog box shown in Figure 6-1, you can specify how much magnification you want
(1 to 9 times), which area of the screen gets magnified, and so on.

On-Screen Keyboard

If you're having trouble typing, keep the On-Screen Keyboard program in mind. It
lets you type just by clicking the mouse (Figure 6-1)—an option you may find useful
in a pinch.

Tracking:
[¥] Follow matge cursor

[i7] Follow text editing
Pressitalion
[Jinvert colors

7] Start Minimized
[2] Shaw Magnifier

Magnfication level: |2 ]

[7] Follow ki focus

Figure 6-1:

Top: Open Magnifier by
choosing Start—All Pro-

o R grams—Accessories—
Tracking | Accessibility—Magnifier. You
V1F ALSE CLs can drag the large magnified
Eollopinoy o window (top right) around to
_ AT a more convenient spot on
Follow keyboard focus | the screen, and even resize it
i _ s 1 bydragging the lower-right
Follow text editing corner. If you like, use the
Magnifier Settings dialog box
(top left) to choose the Invert
Colors option-a color scheme
with higher contrast.

Presentation

Bottom: The On-Screen Key-
board may be just the ticket if

your keyboard keys (or your
hands) aren't fully functional,
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Narrator

As the little welcome screen tells you, Narrator is a program that reads aloud what-
ever text appears on the screen—dialog boxes, error messages, menus, text you've
typed, and so on. Narrator doesn’t work in all programs, and it sounds a little bit
like a Norwegian who’s had a few beers. Still, if you have trouble reading text on
the screen, or if you just like to hear your email read back to you, it’s better than
nothing,

Tip: By closing or moving the Welcome dialog box, you'll discover a second dialog box hiding squarely
behind it—one that lets you control what Narrator reads, and when. For example, you might want to turn
on “Move mouse pointer to the active item,” so that Windows doesn't read anything to you until you've
actually pointed to it.

Utility Manager

This strange little program is designed to control the three accessibility programs just
described. The first time you open it, a strange little error message warns you that
some of Utility Manager’s features are available only if you start and stop the program
using its keyboard shortcut (Windows logo key+U). That’s good advice.

Once you're in, you'll find the same controls for Magnifier, Narrator, and On-Screen
Keyboard: Start and Stop buttons, plus three checkboxes—one of which lets you start
any of these accessibility programs automatically when you log into Windows XP.

Communications Menu
The Start—All Programs—Accessories—Communications menu contains several
shortcuts:

* HyperTerminal is an old-time, text-only terminal program—the sort people once
used to dial into BBS (bulletin board) systems in the pre-Web era, Even today,
however, you may find this program useful for connecting to telnet systems—the
text-only display system used by many public libraries.

You can also use HyperTerminal to set up a PC-to-PC, modem-to-modem link—a
useful setup when somebody wants to shoot a file over to you directly, completely
bypassing the Internet. The most important thing to remember is that both com-
puters must use precisely the same HyperTerminal settings. (The world is full of
programs that are designed for this kind of file transfer, but this one is free.) If
you yearn for additional details, see “To receive a file from a remote computer” in
HyperTerminal Help.

* Network Connections is a shortcut to the Network Connections program in the
Control Panel, a window that lists every connection you've established to the
Internet or to an office network. See Chapter 18 for details,
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The Windows XP * Network Setup Wizard and New Connection Wizard are shortcuts to the setup
Accessories programs described in Chapter 17.

» Remote Deskiop Connection. As described in the Introduction, one of the differ-
ences between the Professional and Home editions of Windows XP is something
called Remote Desktop connection—a feature that lets you dial into your PC from
the road, bringing to your screen everything you'd see if you were sitting in front
of the home PC.

For this to work, only the machine you’re dialing into (the host computer) needs
to be running XP Pro. The PC doing the actual dialing (the client computer) can
be running Windows 95, 98, Me, NT 4.0, 2000 oz, of course, either edition of XP.
Page 549 has the details.

Entertainment Menu

The truth is, you probably won’t find the programs in the Entertainment menu par-
ticularly entertaining (unless there’s very little going on in your life). A better name for
this menu (Start—All Programs— Accessories—Entertainment) might be Multimedia,
since all the programs in it relate to video and sound. They’re described in Chapter 7,
which is, by happy coincidence, called “Pictures, Sounds, and Movies.”

System Tools Menu

This menu (Start—All Programs—Accessories—System Tools) is designed to be a
toolbox for basic Windows administration, maintenance, and troubleshooting pro-
grams. These programs, including Disk Cleanup, Disk Defragmenter, Scheduled Tasks,
System Information, and System Restore, are all described in Chapter 15.

Three of this submenu’s contents, however, have nothing to do with PC health and
fitness, and were stashed here perhaps because Microsoft couldn’t find a more logical
place to stash them. The items in question are Activate Windows, Character Map, and
the Files and Settings Transfer Wizard.

Activate Windows
Few Windows features are more controversial than the activation scheme, a form of
copy protection that prevents the installation of a single copy of Windows XP onto
more than one PC.

If you're not ready to join the Windows XP generation, there’s no need to activate your
copy when the installer prompts you. In fact, you have 30 days to evaluate Windows
XP and decide whether you want to leave it in place.

During that time, reminder balloons appear at the lower-right corner of your screen
with all the subtlety of a blinking neon sign. If you ultimately decide to activate your
copy, either click that reminder balloon or open this little program, which will walk
you through the activation process. (Once you've activated your copy, you won’t need
this program anymore. Feel free to delete it from your Start menu.)
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Character Map

Your computer is capable of creating hundreds of different typographical symbols—

the currency symbols for the yen and British pound, diacritical markings for French
and Spanish, various scientific symbols, trademark and copyright signs, and so on.
Obviously, these symbols don’t appear on your keyboard; to provide enough keys,
your keyboard would have to be the width of Wyoming. You can type the symbols,

but they’re hidden behind the keys you do see.

The treasure map that reveals their locations is the Character Map. When first opening
this program, use the Font drop-down list to specify the font you want to use (because
every font contains a different set of symbols). Now you see every single symbol in
the font. As you hold your mouse down on each symbol, a magnified version of it
appears to help you distinguish them. See Figure 6-2 for details on transferring a

particular symbol to your document.

The Windows XP
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Figure 6-2;

Top: Double-click a character to transfer it to

the “Characters to copy” box, as shown here.
(Double-click several in a row, if you want to
capture a sequence of symbols.,) You may have to
scroll down quite a bit in some of today’s modern
Unicode fonts, which contain hundreds of charac-
ters. Click Copy, then Close.

Bottom: When you've returned to your document,
choose Edit—Paste to insert the symbols.

753 Character Map ;
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Tip: In general, Internet email can't handle the fancy kinds of symbals revealed by the Character Map.
Don't be surprised if your copyright symbol turns into a gibberish character when received by your lucky
correspondent,
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Files and Settings Transfer Wizard
This handy utility is designed to simplify the process of moving your life from an
older PC to a new one. Page 570 has instructions.

Address Book
The Address Book (Start—All Programs—rAccessories—Address Book) is a central
Windows directory for phone numbers, email addresses, and mailing addresses.

Once you've launched the program (see Figure 6-3), choose File—New Contact.
You’re shown a dialog box with seven tabbed panels for various categories of contact
information. Now you're supposed to type the name, email address, phone number,
and other information for each person in your social or business circle. After you've
gone to the trouble of typing in all of this information, Windows XP repays your
efforts primarily in two places:

« In Outlook or Outlook Express. As Chapter 12 makes clear, a well-informed ad-
dress book is extremely useful when sending an email message. There’s no need
to remember that Harold Higgenbottom’s email address is hhiggenbottom@crawl-
sapce.ix.net.de; instead, you only need to type hhig. The program fills in the email
address for you automatically.

« In the Search dialog box. As noted in Chapter 1, you can quickly look up somebody’s
number by choosing Start—Search—“Printers, computers or people.” (If you're not
part of a corporate domain, the command says “Computers or people” instead.)
This function searches your address book and pulls up the requested name and
number.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION

When Alt+0169 Is Faster

.! use the cepyrf iht symbol quite  bit, 50| figiired fwolild

sirake for it instead: of hoving to
open. Chamder Map every time | need It Vihen [ click the
ight corner of the
wheri ] invto enter

symbol in Character Map, the lo
windoivsays ‘Keystroke: Al JT6,
that key sequence into my word processor, don t get tie
copyright symboll

“fhat's absolutely right. You're leaving out two critical steps:

First, yout can‘tiype those Altsrumber codes unless yoti're

in NumLock mode. If the NumLock light (usually at the top

of your keyboard) isn‘'t iiluminaied, press the

Key first

Second, even once you're in NumLock made, you must
type the numbers using the nu

side of your keyhoard, not the numbers on the top rOW;.

laptop Witholt & numeric keypad, God holp
16t to keep the Alt key pressed continuously
as You type the suggested numbers.
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Tip: To import address book information from another program, choose File—Import—Address Book
(WAB) ar File—Import—Other Address Book. Windows can inhale the information from any of several

popular address book programs.
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Figure 6-3:

Left column: Generally you can
ignore this business of identities, @
system of separating the address
books and email collections of
several people who share the
same PC. The Windows XP user
accounts feature described in
Chapter 16 is a far superior
method of keeping everybody's
stuff separate.

Lower right: Right-clicking a name
in your address book produces

a shortcut menu that offers such
useful commands as Send Mail
and Dial.
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Places a Phone Call,

Calculator

At first glance, this calculator (Start—All Programs— Accessories—Calculator) looks
like nothing more than a thinner version of every pocket calculator you've ever seen
(Figure 6-4). You can operate it either by clicking the buttons with your mouse or by
pressing the corresponding keys on your keyboard.

Tip: Choosing View— Digit Grouping instructs the Calculator to display numbers with commas (123,456,789),
making large numbers (123456789) a lot easier to read,

Most of the buttons look just like the ones on the plastic calculator that’s probably in
your desk drawer at this very moment, but several require special explanation:

* /. The slash means “divided by” in computerese.

* *. The asterisk is the multiplication symbol.

+ sqrt. Click this button to find the square root of the currently displayed number.

* %. Type in one number, click the * button, type a second number, and then click
this button to calculate what percentage the first number is of the second.
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Tip: This calculator may appear to have almost every feature you could desire, but, in fact, it lacks a paper-
tape feature—and we all know how easy it is to get lost in the middle of long calculations.

The solution is simple: Type your calculation, such as 34+(56/3)+5676+(34%2)= in a word processor.
Highlight the calculation you've typed, choose Edit—Copy, switch to the Calculator, and then choose Edit—
Paste. The previously typed numbers fly into the Calculator in sequence, finally producing the grand total on
its screen. (You can then use the Edit—Copy command to copy the result back out of the Calculator, ready

for pasting into another

program.)

But by choosing View—Scientific, you turn this humble five-function calculator into

a full-fledged scientific number cruncher, as shown in Figure 6-4.

E Calculator
Edit Wiew Help :

1902674375 | |
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Figure 6-4:

After ducking into a phone
booth, the humble Calcula-

tor (Teft) emerges as Scientific
Calculator (right), which contains
a hexadecimal/decimal/octal/
binary converter for program-
mers, mathematical functions for
scientists, and enough other but-
tons to impress almost anyone.
To learn a particular button’s
function, right-click it and choose
What's This? from the shortcut
menu, Don't miss the online
help, by the way, which reveals
that you can control even the sci-
entific mode from the keyboard.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION

Clipboard (ClipBook) Viewer

Hey, what happened to.the Cliphaard Viewer? it used to
be in the System Tools group of my Start—Programs—
Accessories ment, and now its gone. It ised to be g cool
fittle program for seeing the material 'd most recertly
copled.

fi's still around: it's just tidden. Choose Start->Rum, type
Elipbrd exe, and press Enter. See page 163 for details,

If that seeris like a hassle, you could always replace iEwith |
a shareware equivalent like AccelClip (avatlable from i
missifigmantals.corn, among other places).
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Command Prompt

This program summons the MS-DOS window—the black, empty screen that’s famil-
iar to longtime PC users. At the C:> prompt, you can type any of hundreds of DOS
commands; when you press Enter, the PC executes your typed instruction.

You may need to use this DOS mode to run certain older programs that aren’t Win-
dows-compatible; masters of DOS also extol its ability to manipulate (rename, for
example) many files at once, to poke and prod a network (using DOS utilities such
as ping.exe and netstat.exe), and so on.

Tip:To learn a few of the hundreds of DOS commands at your disposal, consult the Internet, which is filled
with excellent lists and explanations. To find them, visit a search page like www.googfe.com and search for
DOS command reference. You'll find numerous ready-to-study Web sites that tell you what to type at the
MS-DOS prompt.

Notepad

Notepad is a bargain-basement text editor, which means it lets you open, create, and
edit files that contain plain, unformatted text, like the Read.txt files that often ac-
company new programs. You can also use Notepad to write short notes or edit text
that you intend to paste into your email program after editing it.

Notepad basics

Notepad opens automatically when you double-click text files (those with the file
extension .txt, as described in the previous chapter). You can also open Notepad by
choosing Start—All Programs—Accessories—Notepad.

You'll quickly discover that Notepad is the world’s most frill-free application. Its list
of limitations is almost longer than its list of features.

For example, Notepad can’t open large files. If you double-click a text file icon that
contains more than about 50 KB of text, Windows XP automatically opens the file in
WordPad (described next) instead of Notepad. Furthermore, the Notepad window
has no toolbar and can only work with one file at a time.

What’s more, the Print command on the File menu doesn’t even open the Print dialog
box. Instead, it sends the file directly to your printer, so you can’t specify which pages
you want, or how many copies of them.

Above all, Notepad is a text processor, not a word processor. That means that you
can’t use any formatting at all—no bold, italic, centered text, and so on. That’s not
necessarily bad news, however. The beauty of text files is that any word processor on
any kind of computer—Windows, Mac, Unix, whatever—can open plain text files
like the ones Notepad creates.

About word wrap
In the old days, Notepad didn’t automatically wrap lines of text to make everything fit
in its window. As a result, chunks of text often went on forever in a single line of text
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The Windows XP or got chopped off by the right side of the window, which could produce disastrous
Accessories results when you were trying to follow, say, a soufflé recipe.

194

text processor o word processar: B Jeunalis doepa

In Windows XP, lines of text wrap automatically, exactly as they do in a word proces-
sor. But you're still seeing nothing more than the effects of the Format—Word Wrap
command—an option you can turn off, if you like, by choosing the command again.
(You can tell when Word Wrap is on by the presence of a checkmark next to the com-
mand in the Format menu.)

Tip: When you print from Notepad, the text automatically wraps to the size of your printer’s default paper,
regardless of whether Word Wrap is on or off. Choose File—Page Setup from the Notepad menu bar to
configure different margins for printing.

Paint

You can use Paint to “paint” simple artwork or to edit graphics files from other sources.
You might say that Paint, in other words, is something like Adobe Photoshop (well, in
the same way that you'd say that the local Cub Scout newsletter is like the New York
Times). Common tasks for this program include making quick sketches, fixing dust
specks on scanned photos, and entertaining kids for hours on end.

Launch Paint by choosing Start—All Programs—>Accessories—Paint, and then:

1. Choose Image—Attributes to specify the dimensions of the graphic you want to
create. Click OK.

GEMIN THE ROUGH

Notepad Log Files

As stripped-down as it is, Notepad has 6{1{2 siirprising put nothing, not ever a space, before the period.)

featuire not available in any other e et

Save) and give ita name. (Notepad
adds the extension . automati-
ealiy)

automated log files. Eve _
you open 4 cetlain ptepa | 2:25 PM 6/25/2002
ly insert the cur- ast night Melinda woke up-with s terific idea for the new
f rrullennium: Windows for Food Processors! Mot to self Get

rent date and timelati fom  EETRERE i When you next open the file,
of the file, creating VT W 1255 ms/0/2002 | Notepad types out the date and

of when you last worked on ft-a  ERTRERRSpmm-TIRw— {11 automatically, and puts your

| Windows for Digital AlarmClocks. I think he's onto somathing.

niftyway tokeep anyiypeofalog, curser on the next line. Now

Tike a record of expenditures ora ~ you're ready fo type the day's

fa've asembléd a team to look into it: Major rival: Apple's naw

secret diafy. | (Clock. T think we ean win this ona) P

To'set this up, create a new Note- =i  To make your log file easier o
pad document (choose File SNew). Then type the phrase read, the Enter key o insert & blank line after each
.LOG atthe top of the new document (Capitalize LOG, and  entry before saving the file.
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Later in your life, you may want to peruse the other commands in this menu, which
let you stretch or flip your graphic.

. Click a tool on the palette at the left side.

If you need help identifying one of these tools, point to it without clicking. A
tooltip identifies the icon by name, while a help message appears at the bottom
of the window.

. If you've selected a painting tool, like the paintbrush, pencil, or line tool, click a
“paint” color from the palette at the bottom of the window.

You may also want to change the “brush” by choosing from the options located
below the tool palette, like the three spray-paint splatter sizes shown in Figure
7-5.

. If you've selected one of the enclosed-shape tools at the bottom of palette, right-
click a swatch to specify the color you want to fill the inside of that shape.

These tools all produce enclosed shapes, like squares and circles. You can specify a
different color for the border of these shapes and for the fill color inside.

. Finally, drag your cursor in the image area (see Figure 6-5).

As you work, don’t forget that you can use the Edit—Undo command up to three
times in a row, “taking back” the last three painting maneuvers you made. (Just
don’t screw up four times in a row.)

For fine detail work, click the magnifying-glass icon and then click your painting.
You've just enlarged it so that every dot becomes easily visible.
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Figure 6-5:
The Paint tools include shapes, pens for special uses
(straight lines and curves), and coloring tools (including an
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Paint can open and create several different file formats, including .bmp, .jpg, and
.gif—every file format you need to save graphics for use on a Web site.
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Tipp: Paint also offers a nifty way to create wallpaper (see page 257). After you create or edit a graphic, choose
File—Set as Background (Tiled) or File—Set as Background (Centered) to transfer your masterpiece to your
desktop immediately.

Program Compatibility Wizard

This program is nothing more than an interview-style version of the dialog box de-
scribed on page 116—the one that lets you trick an older, XP-incompatible program
into believing that it’s actually safely nestled on an old Windows 95 computer, for
example. Fire it up if some older program is giving you grief in XP.

Scanner and Camera Wizard

Once your XP-compatible camera or scanner is turned on and hooked up, this com-
mand walks you through the process of downloading photos or triggering the scan.
You'll find more detail on pages 206 and 216.

Synchronize
You're supposed to use this command in conjunction with the offline Web-page feature

described on page 347. It forces your machine to go download the latest versions of the

UP TO SPEED

Text-Selection Fundamentals

Before doingalmost anything to textin a Word processor, fike — Inmost prograims, including Microsoft's, additional shoriciiis

making it bold, changimgits yoelace, ar moving it 1o a new
spot in your document, you have to highlight the text you
wantto affect. For millions of peaple, this entails dragging the
cursor extremely.carefuily, perfectly horizontally, across the
desired fext. And if they Wantto capture an-entife paragraph
or section, they dlick at the beginning, drag very carefully
diagonally, and release ihe motise bution when they reach
the end of ihe passage.

That's all fine, but because selecting text s the cornerstone
of every editing operation in a word processor, it's wotth
learning some ofthe faster and more precise ways of going
aboutit For example,-double-clicking a'word highlishts it
fnstantly and neatly. In fact, by keeping the mouse button
pressed on the second click, you can riow drag hotizontally

p-highlisht text in crisp one-word dhiliiks—a greal way 1o
highlight text faster and more precisely. These tricks work

anywhere yoll can iype.

await, For example, iriple-clicking anywhere within & para-
graph highlights the entire paragraph. (Once again; it you
keep the bittton pressed af the end of this maneuver, you
can then drag to highlishtyour document in one-paragraph
Incrernenis.)

it many: programs, including Word and WordPad, yout can
highlisht exacily one sentence by clicking within it while
pressing Cirl.

Finally, here's a universal trick that lets you highlisht a large
blob of text, even one that's too big to fit- on the current
screen. Start by dlicking to position the insertion point curser
at the very beginning of the text yotrwant to capliire. Now
seroll, if necessary, so thatthe ending pointoithe passage is
yisible. Shift-dickthere. Windows instantly highlights every-
thing that was in betweeryour click and your Shift-click:
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Web sites you've “subscribed” to. ( This feature is great for laptop owners who want to
take work home from the office network, or network domain members want to keep

working on documents even if the server that houses them goes down.)

Tour Windows XP

This command gives you a multimedia advertisement for the new features of Windows
XP. Try to contain your excitement.

Windows Explorer

See page 108 for details on this navigational tool.

Windows Movie Maker

Chapter 7 has the details on this bare-bones video editor.

WordPad

Think of WordPad as Microsoft Word Junior, since it looks much the same as Word
(see Figure 6-6) and creates files in exactly the same file format. That’s a great feature if
you don’t have Microsoft Word, because WordPad lets you open (and edit) Word files

sent to you by other people.

(WordPad can open only one file at a time, however.)

If Microsoft Word isn’t on your PC, then any icon with the file extension .doc opens

into WordPad when double-

clicked. (If you install Microsoft Word, however, it takes

over the .doc extension.) WordPad can also open and create plain text files, Rich Text
Format (RTF) documents, and Microsoft Write documents.

The Windows XP
Accessories

Figure 6-6:

WordPad has menu bars,
toolbars, rulers, and plenty
of other familiar Windows
features. Unlike Notepad,
WordPad lets you use bold
and italic formatting to
enhance the appearance
of your text. You can even
insert graphics, sounds,
movies, and other OLE
objects (see Chapter 5).

chapter 15.rtf - WordPad
File Edt View Insert Format Help
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Chapter 15: The Beginning of the Beginning

It began innocently enough: a few laughs, a little promotional flyer here and
there. But by mid-October, even the town hermit had noticed the changes.
Then one day, Jenkins opened the mail to find a neat little mwith
centered text:
You are invited'to a Private Ceremony
Sunday, May 13
at the Stroke of Midiright

| Makes the selection italic (toggle).

CHAPTER 6: THE FREEBIE SOFTWARE
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