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References for the
Rest of ts!
Do you find that traditional reference books are overloaded with
technical details and advice you'll never use? Do you postpone
important life decisions because you just don't want to deal with
them? Then our ...For Dummies business and general reference
book series is for you .

TM

...ForDummies business and general reference books are written for those frustrated and hard­
working souls who know they aren't dumb, butfind that the myriad of personal and business issues
and the accompanying horror stories make them feel helpless.... ForDummies books use a
lighthearted approach, a down-to-earth style, and even cartoons and humorous icons to dispel
fears and build confidence. Lighthearted but not lightweight, these books are perfect survival guides
to solve your everyday personal and business problems.

"More than apublishingphenomenon,
'Dummies'is a sign of the times."
- The New York Times

"A worldofdetailedandauthoritative
information ispackedinto them..."
U.S. News andWorldReport

Already, millions of satisfied readers agree. They
have made ..•ForDummies the #1 introductory
level computer book series and a best-selling
business book series. They have written asking for
more. So, if you're looking for the best and easiest
way to learn about business and other general
reference topics, look to .•.ForDummies to give
you a helping hand.
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"...you won'tgo wrong buying them."
-WalterMossberg, Wall StreetJournal,

on IOGBooks' ...For Dummies books
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Trademarks: All brand names and product names used in this book are trade names, service marks, trademarks, or regis­
tered trademarks of their respective owners. IDG Books Worldwide is not associated with any product or vendor
mentioned in this book.

LIMIT OF LIABILITY /DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY: THE PUBLISHER AND AUTHOR HAVE USED THEIR BEST EFFORTS
IN PREPARING THIS BOOK. THE PUBLISHER AND AUTHOR MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES WITH
RESPECT TO THE ACCURACY OR COMPLETENESS OF THE CONTENTS OFTHIS BOOK AND SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM
ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. THERE ARE NO WAR­
RANTIES WHICH EXTEND BEYOND THE DESCRIPTIONS CONTAINED IN THIS PARAGRAPH. NO WARRANTY MAY BE
CREATED OR EXTENDED BY SALES REPRESENTATIVES ORWRITTEN SALES MATERIALS. THE ACCURACY AND COM­
PLETENESS OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDED HEREIN AND THE OPINIONS STATED HEREIN ARE NOT GUARANTEED
ORWARRANTED TO PRODUCE ANY PARTICULAR RESULTS, AND THE ADVICE AND STRATEGIES CONTAINED HEREIN
MAY NOT BE SUITABLE FOR EVERY INDIVIDUAL. NEITHER THE PUBLISHER NOR AUTHOR SHALL BE LIABLE FOR
ANY LOSS OF PROFIT OR ANY OTHER COMMERCIAL DAMAGES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO SPECIAL, INCI­
DENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL, OR OTHER DAMAGES.

is a registered trademark or trademark under exclusive license
to IDG Books Worldwide, Inc. from international Data Group, Inc.
in the United States and/or other countries.IDG
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Published by
IDG Books Worldwide, Inc.
An International Data Group Company
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Suite 400
Foster City, CA 94404
www.idgbooks.com (IDG Books Worldwide Web site)
www.dummies.com (Dummies Press Web site)
Copyright© 1999 IDG Books Worldwide, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this book, including interior design, cover
design, and icons, may be reproduced or transmitted in any form, by any means (electronic, photocopying, recording, or
otherwise) without the prior written permission of the publisher.

Library of Congress Catalog Card No.: 99-64202

ISBN: 0-7645-5156-6
Printed in the United States of America
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1O/QV/QS/QR/IN
Distributed in the United States by IDG Books Worldwide, lnc.
Distributed by CDG Books Canada Inc. for Canada; by Transworld Publishers Limited in the United Kingdom; by IDG
Norge Books for Norway; by IDG Sweden Books for Sweden; by IDG Books Australia Publishing Corporation Pty. Ltd. for
Australia and New Zealand; by TransQuest Publishers Pte Ltd. for Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, and Hong
Kong; by Gotop information Inc. for Taiwan; by ICG Muse, Inc. for Japan; by Intersolt for South Africa; by Eyrolles for
France; by International Thomson Publishing for Germany, Austria and Switzerland; by Distribuidora Cuspide for
Argentina; by LR International for Brazil; by Galileo Libras for Chile; by Ediciones ZETA S.C.R. Ltda. for Peru; by WS
Computer Publishing Corporation, Inc., for the Philippines; by Contemporanea de Ediciones for Venezuela; by Express
Computer Distributors for the Caribbean and West Indies; by Micronesia Media Distributor, Inc. for Micronesia; by Chips
Computadoras S.A. de C.V. for Mexico; by Editorial Norma de Panama S.A. for Panama; by American Bookshops for
Finland.
For general information on IDG Books Worldwide's books in the U.S. , please call our Consumer Customer Service depart­
ment at 800-762-2974. For reseller information, including discounts and premium sales, please call our Reseller Customer
Service department at 800-434-3422.
For information on where to purchase IDG Books Worldwide's books outside the U.S., please contact our International
Sales department at 317-572-3993 or fax 317-572-4002.
For consumer information on foreign language translations, please contact our Customer Service department at 800-434-
3422, fax 317-572-4002, or e-mail rights@idgbooks.com.
For information on licensing foreign or domestic rights, please phone 650-653-7098.
For sales inquiries and special prices for bulk quantities, please contact our Order Services department at 800-434-4322
or write to the address above.
For information on using IDG Books Worldwide's books in the classroom or for ordering examination copies, please con­
tact our Educational Sales department at 800-434-2086 or fax 317-572-4005.
For press review copies, author interviews, or other publicity information, please contact our Public Relations depart­
ment at 650-653-7000 or fax 650-653-7500
For authorization to photocopy items for corporate, personal, or educational use, please contact Copyright Clearance
Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, or fax 978-750-4470.
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Chapter 1

The Practice of Aquarium Keeping
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
ln This Chapter
► Discovering the joys of fishkeeping
► Differentiating among freshwater, marine, and brackish tank systems
► Choosing the system right for you

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Let me be the first to welcome you to the world's greatest hobby! I have
always loved fishkeeping, and hope that you do, too. This book can help

you achieve your goal of setting up and maintaining a successful aquarium.

Imagine it: It's eight o'clock and you're just getting home from the office
where you spent the last half hour listening to your irate boss rant and rave
about problems beyond your control. Your ears are still ringing, your head is
pounding, and your mood is ugly. You walk in the front door of your home,
plop down in your best easy chair, and let the healing therapy begin.

Directly in front of you is your beautiful 55-gallon aquarium. In your private
underwater world, you see bright green hairgrass plants waving softly in the
gentle current. The aqua blue water soothes your tired eyes as it swirls end­
lessly through a cheerful airstone. A frolicking school of brightlycolored
neons dart merrily though a small hole in a towering rock wall. The smooth
pebbles on the aquarium floor reflect the dazzling array of colors around
them. The soothing bubbling from the filter reminds you that there is always
a place you can go to relax and get away from it all. (Hey, your aquarium
sounds fantastic! Can I come over?)

At first, any hobby can be as complicated as an IRS long form, but rest
assured that this book dispels the "mystery" surrounding keeping a healthy
aquarium.

Tle Benefits of an Aquarium
Okay, it's time to snag a comfortable chair and travel with me through the
marvelous world of aquarium-keeping. There are a lot of great reasons for
having tropical fish. Fishkeeping is a hobby that the whole family can
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