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[57] ABSTRACT 

The present invention comprises a device and method 
for feeding a cut loose-leaf material such as, for example 
tobacco, from a weight scale; dropping the tobacco into 
a hopper; compressing the tobacco into the desired size, 
shape, and density; and packaging the loose-leaf to­
bacco product. Packaging is accomplished by wrapping 
an inner foil and overwrap label around an arbor on a 
rotating arbor wheel. The package is constructed in 
various stages as the arbor wheel rotates to various 
positions. The inner foil is fed and wrapped around the 
arbor without extending the foil below the body of the 
package so that the foil does not form a bottom end. 
The foil extends above the body of the package and is 
folded to form a top end. An outer label having a suffi­
cient length to extend past the top and bottom of the 
arbor is overwrapped about the foil innerwrap. The 
overwrap label extending past the bottom of the arbor is 
folded and glued over the foil innerwrap to form a top 
end to the package. The loose-leaf tobacco is com­
pressed and pushed through the arbor into the open end 
of the package. The package of tobacco is forced off of 
the arbor wheel and the open end of the package is 
folded and glued as the package is transported there­
from. 

12 Claims, 17 Drawing Sheets 
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