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frenzy / frighten 

frenum, bridle< frendere, to grind.} 
fren•zy (frentze) • n., pl. -zies 1. Violent mental 

agitation or wild excitement. 2. Temporary 
madness. 3. A mania; craze. [ < Lat. phrenests < 
phreneticus, FRENETIC.} -fren'zied adj. 

fre•quen•cy (fr€:lkw~n-se) • n., pl. -cies 1. The 
property of occurring at frequent intervals. 2. 
Math. & Phys. The number of times a specified 
phenomenon occurs within a specified interval, 
as the number of complete cycles of a periodic 
process occurring per unit time. [ <'Lat.frequen
tia, multitude.) 

frequency modulation • n. The encoding of 
a carrier wave by variation of its frequency in 
accordance with an input signal. 

fre•quent (frC-'kw<mt) •adj. 1. Occurring or 
appearing often or at close intervals. 2. Habit
ual or regular. • v. (also fre-kwent') To visit (a 
place) often.[< Lat.frequens.] -fre•quentrer 
ti. -freiquent•ly adv. 

fres·co (fres1k6) • n., pL •coes or ~cos 1. The art 
of f'ainting on fresh plaster with pigments dis
solved in water. 2. A painting executed in this 
way. (Ital., fresh.] 

fresh (fresh) • adj. Mer, Mest 1a. New to one's 
experience; not encountered before. b. Unusual 
or different. 2a. Receptly made, produced, 
or harvested; not stale or spoiled. b. Not pre
served, as by canning or freezing. 3. Not salty: 
fresh water. 4a. Not yet used or soiled; clean: 
a fresh sheet of paper. b. Free from impurity 
or pollution: fresh air. c. Not dull or faded: a 
fresh memory. 5. Untried; inexperienced: fresh 
recruits. 6a. Revived; refreshed. b. Having the 
unspoiled appearance of youth: a fresh com
plexion. 7. Informal Impudent. • adv. Recently; 
newly: fresh out of milk. [< OFr. freis, of Gmc. 
orig.] -freshtly adv. -freshtness n. 

fresh•en (fresh1a-n) • v. 1. To make or become 
fresh. 2. To add, to or strengthen (a drink). 
-fresh'en•er n. , 

fresh•et (frCsh'It) • n. A sudden overflow of a 
stream due to a heavy rain or a thaw. 

fresh•man (fresh'm;:in) • n. 1. A first-year stu
dent of a US high school or college. 2. A begin
ner; novice. -freshiman adj. 

fresh•wa•ter (fresh'w61ta-r, -wi.'>t'dr) • adj. Of, 
living in, or consisting of water that is not salty. 

fret' (fret) • V. fret-ted, fret-ting 1. To be vexed 
or cause to be vexed; worry. See Synonyms at 
brood. 2a. To gnaw or wear away. b. To pro
duce a hole or worn spot in; corrode. 3. To rub 
or chafe. • n. Irritation of mind. [< OE fretcm, 
devour.I -fret'ful adj. -fretrful-ly adv. 

fret' 
on the neck of an electric guitar 

340 

fret1 (fret) • n. Mus. One of the ridges set across 
[~{ fingerboard of certain stringed instruments. 

fret3 (frCt) • n. A design of repeated symmetrical 
figures within a band or border.[< OFr.frete.} 

fretawork (fretlWUrk') • n. 1. Ornamental work 
consisting of three-dimensional frets. 2. Fret
work represented two dimensionally. 

Freud (froid), Sigmund 1856-1939. Austri
an physician and founder of psychoanalysis. 
-Freudli•an adj. 

Frey (frii) also Freyr (friir) • 11. Myth. The Norse 
god of peace and prosperity. 

Frey•a also Frey•ja (fnVc1) • n. Myth. The Norse 
goddess of love and beauty. 

fri•a•ble (frifa-bal) • adj. Readily crumbled; 
brittle.[< Lat.friiire, crumble.} 

fri•ar (frildr) • n. A member of a usu. mendicant 
Roman Catholic order. [ < Lat. friiter, brother.} 

fric•as•see (frik1c1-se,, frik';}-se') • n. Poultry 
or meat cut up and stewed in gravy. [< OFr. 
fricasser, fry.} -fric1as•seer v. 

fric•a•tive (frlk'c1-fiv) • n. A consonant, such 
as for s in English, produced by the forcing of 
breath through a constricted passage. [ < Lat. 
fricdre, rnb.]-fric'a•tive adJ 

fric•tion (frlklshc1ri) • ti. 1. 1he rubbing of one 
object or surface against another. 2, Conflict, 
as between persons having dissimilar ideas or 
interests; clash. 3. Phys. A force that resists the 
relative motion or tendency to such motion of 
two bodies or substances in contact. [ < Lat. 
fricdre, frict-, rub.] -fricttion•al <1dj. -frict
tion•al-ly adv. 

friction tape • ti. A sturdy~ moisture-resistant 
adhesive tape used chiefly to insulate electrical 
conductors. 

Fri•day (frI'de, -da') • n. The 6th day of the 
week. [< OE Frigedreg.J 

fridge (frij) • n. Informal A refrigerator. 
Frie•dan (fre-dan'), Betty Naomi 1921-2006. 

Amer, feminist. 
friend (frCnd) • n. 1. A person whom one 

knows, likes, and trusts. 2. One who supports, 
sympathizes with, or patronizes a group, cause, 
or movement. 3. Friend A member of the Soci
ety of Friends; Quaker. i--v. friend•ed,.. friend• 
ing, friends Informal To add (someone) as a 
friend on a social networking website. [ < OE 
freond.J -friendrship n. 

friend•ly (frend'le) • adj. -li•er, -li•est 1a. Char
~cteristic of or behaving as a friend. b. Outgo
mg and pleasant in social relations. c. Favorably 
disposed; not antagonistic. 2. Easy for one to 
use or understand: a reader-friendly type design. 
-friendflioly adv. -friendfli•ness n. 

fri•er (frildr) • n. Var. of fryer. 
frieze (frez) • ti. 1. The part of an entabla

ture between the architrave and cornice. 2. A 
decorative horizontal band, as along the upper 
part of a wall in a room. [ < Med.Lat. frisium, 
embroidery.] 

frig•ate (frig'It) • n, 1. A warship that is smaller 
than_a destroyer and used primarily for escort 
duty. 2. A high-speed, medium-sized sailing 
war vessel of the 1600s, 1700s, and 1800s. [< 
Ital. fregata.J 

fright (frit) • 11. 1. Sudden intense fear. 2. Infor
mal Something extremely unsightly or alarm
ing.[< OEfyrhto,] 

fright•en (frlt'n) • v. 1. To make or become 
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tone or pitch; modulate. 2. Gram. To alter (a 
word) by inflection. 3. To turn from a course; 
bend. [ < Lat. inflectere, bend down.] -in• 
flecttive adj. 

in•flec•tion (1n-flCk!sh;)n) • n. 1. Alteration in 
pitch or tone of the voice. 2a. A change in the 
form of a word in accordance with grammar, 
syntax. or meaning. as in near, nearer or maf!~ 
mens. b. The paradigm of a word. c. A pattern 
of forming paradigms, as of nouns or verbs. 
-in•flecitjon•al adj. -in•flec'tion•aHy adv. 

in•flex-i-ble (ln•llek'sa-bal) • adj. 1. Not eas• 
ily bent; rigid. 2. Incapable of being chaoged; 
unalterable. 3. Unyielding. -in•flex'i•bilti•ty 
n. ------:in•flexti•bly adv. 

in·fllct (ln•fllktl) • v. 1. To cause (something 
injurious or harmful), as to a person, group 
or area: a storm that inflicted widespread dam
age. 2. To deal or deliver (e.g., a blow). [Lat. 
injligere, inflict-.] -in•flictter, in•flicttor n. 
-in•flicrtion n. 

in•flo•res•cence (in'ffa-rest;ms) • n. A duster 
of flowers arranged in a characteristic way on 
a stem. [< LLat. inflOrescere, begin to flower.] 
-in1flo•resrcent adj. , 

in•ffow (lOfflO') • n. A flowing in or into. 
in•flu•ence (ln'floCHms) • n. 1. A poy.,er indi

rectly or intangibly affecting a person or course 
of events. 2a. Power to sway or affect based 
on prestige, wealth, ability; or position. b. One 
exercising such power. • v. -enced, -enc•ing 1. 
To modify: a report that influenced the election$ 
outcome, 2. To affect or sway; negative ads that 
are intended to influence voters. -idiom: under 
the influence Intoxicated, esp. with alcohol. 
[<Lat. injluerc, flow in.J-i~'flu•enrtial H!n'
shol) adj. -in'flu•enttiaMy adv. 

in•flu•en•za (in1flo-o-enfz.:i) • n. 1. An acute viral 
infection marked by inflammation of the respi
ratory tract and by fever, chills, and pain. 2. A 
viral infection of domestic animals marked by 
fever and respiratory involvement. [ < Med.Lat. 
injluenti(l, influence; see INFLUENCE.] 

in•flux (ln'llliks') •n. A flowing in. [LLat. 
fnjlUXus < Lat. injluere, flow in,} 

in•fo (rn'fO) • n. Informal Information. 
in•fold (In-fold') • v. 1. To fold inward. 2. To 

enfold. 
in•form (Jn-forml) • v. 1. To impart information 

to. 2. To imbue with a quality. 3. To give or 
disclose information. { < Lat. infOrmdre. give 
form to.) 

in•for•mal (ln-f6r1mol) • adj. 1. Not formal or 
ceremonious; casual. 2. Not in accord with 
prescribed regulations. 3. Suited for everyday 
use: informal clothes. -in1for•mal1 ioty ( -miil'
He) n. -in•fortmal-ly adv. 

in•for•maot (in-fOrlmdnt) • n. 1. One that gives 
information. 2. An informer. 

in•for•ma•tion (ln'fur-ma'shdn) • n. 1. Knowl
edge learned, e$p, about a certain subject. 2. 
Informing or being informed; communication 
of knowledge. 3~ Comp. Proces~ed, stored, 
or transmitted data. -in1for•mattion•al adj. 

in•for•ma•tive (ln-fOrfmd-tiy) •adj. Providing 
or disclosing information; instructive. -in• 
fortma•tive•ly adv. 

in•formed (in-f6rmd') • adj. 1. Possessing or 
based on reliable information. 2. Knowledge
able: educated: the informed consumer. 

in•form•er (in-f6r'm.,r) • n. An informant, esp. 

inflection I ingrain 

one who informs against others. 
infra- • pref. Inferior to, below, or beneath: infra

sonic. [< Lat. infrd, beneath.} 
in•frac•tion (in-frak1sh<m) • n. The act or 

an instance of infringing; violation. [ < Lat. 
infringere, fnjrikt-, infringe.} 

in•fra•red (ln'fra-redt) • adj. Of or relating to 
electromagnetic radiation between microwaves 
and red visible light in th~ electromagnetic 
spectrum. 

in·fra•son•ic (in1frd-s6n'Ik) • adj. Generating 
or using waves or vibrations with frequencies 
below that of audible sound. 

in•fra•struc•ture (In'frd-struk'chdr) • fl. 1. An 
underlying base esp. for an organization or sys
tem. 2. The basic facilities, services, and instal
lations needed for a community ~r society. 

in•fre·quent (In-fre:fkmnt) •adj. 1. Not occur
ring regularly; rare. 2. Situated at wide intervals 
in time or space. -in•frelquence, in•freJ' ... 
quen•cy n. -in•fretquent-ly adv. 

in•fringe (ln-frlnj') • v. -fringed, -fring•ing 1. 
To transgress; violate. 2. To eni;::roach; trespass. 
flat. injringere, break.] -in•fringe1ment n. 
-in•frmg~er n. , 

in•fu•ri•ate (In-fyoOr'e-at') • v. -at•ed, ~at•ing 
To make furious; enrage. {Med.Lat. infitriiire < 
Lat.f11ria, rage.] -in•furrj•at1h:'19•ly adv. 

in•fuse (ln-fyooz') •v. -fused, -fus•ing 1. To 
put into as if by pouring. 2. To fill; imbue. 3. To 
steep or soak without bQiling. [ < Lat. infundere, 
fnjus-, pour in.] -in•fusier n. -in•fus'i•ble 
adj. -in•fursion n. 

-ing1 • Su.ff t. Used to form the present parti
ciple of verbs: seeing. 2. Used to form adjectives 
resembling present participles but not derived 
from verbs: swashbuckling. [< OE.-ende.l 

-ing2 •suff. 1. Action, pr:ocess, or art: dancing. 
2a. Something necessary to perform an action 
or process: mooring b. The result of an action 
or process:. drawing. c. Something connected 
with a specified thing or concept: siding. f < 
OE-ung.J 

in•gen•ious (i'n-jfnty<>s) • adj. 1. Having great 
inventive skill and imagination: an ingenious 
negotiator. 2. Marked by, originality or inven
tiveness: an ingenious solution to the problem. [ < 
Lat. ingenium, talent, skill.} -in•geniious•ly 
adv. -in•gentious•ness n. 

in•gE!•nue (.iNlzhd-no-o') • n. 1. An artless, 
innocerit girl or young woman. 2. An actress 
playing an ingenue. [Fr.] 

in•ge•nu-i-ty On'ja-n6t>'l-te, -nyoO'-) • n., pl. 
-tJes Inventive s~ or imagination; cleverness. 
(Lat. ingenuitiis, frankness.} 

in•gen•u•ous ·crn-jen'yo-o-ds) • adj. 1. Unso
phisticated; innocent or naive: 2. Straightfor
ward; candid. {< Lat. ingenul.ls, honest.I -in• 
gen'u•ous•ly adv. -in•gentu•ous•ness n. 

in•gest (ln·jestl) • v. To take into the body by 
the mouth for digestion_ or absorption. See 
Synonym~ at eat. [Lat. ingerere, ingest-.] -in• 
gesttipn n. 

in•glo•ri•ous_(i'.n-glOr'e-as) • adj. 1. Jgnomini
ous; disgraceful. 2. Not famous or renowned. 
-in•glorri•ou~•Jy (Jdv. 

in•got (lng'gJt) • n. A mass of metal cast in a 
shape for convenient storage or shipment. (ME, 
mold for casting metal.] 

in•grain (tn-gran') • v. To fix deeply or indel
ibly, as in the mind._ • n. (ln'gran') Yarn or 
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