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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.110 persons are [Equlit’d to respond to a raoilection or irliorrtiation unless. it iii-sways a valid OMB moire! number

TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE

REGISTERED PRACTiTiONERS

: NOTE: This form is to be submitted with the Power otAEtomoy by Apoiicant form {PTOiAINBEB} to identify the appiioation to which the
Power of Attorney is directed. in accordance with 37 CFR 125, unless the appiioation number and filing date are identified in the Power of

: Attorney by Applicant form. if neither form PTOIAWSEA nor form PTGfAiA32B identifies the application to which the Power of Attorney is
: directed. the Power of Attorney will noi be recognizaf in the apolicotion.

55Michael .1. Koss
5 First Named inventor

f SYSTEM WiTi—l WIRELESS EARPHONES

—
0801 88PCTUSCON9 f 

; 5 SIGNATURE of555; iicant or Patent Practitioneh
3mm"? Mark G. Knedeiseni

Mark G. Knedeisen RegistrationNumber
 

i Titlo (iprpiicartt is a
jurisiio entity}

i Applicant Name (if Apptioant is a jLIi’iStiC entity}
 

i £915.: This form must be Signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CPR 1.4“!) for signature reoiiirements and certifications. ii
. more than one applicant. use multioie forms.

’l'oiai of jI forms are submitted.

 

 
ThiS collection of iniorntotion i5 required by 3? CFR t 131. i .32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by
{he public which is to fiie (and by the USPTO to pro-Doss) an application. Coniidertiiaiity is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 3'? CFR
1.11 and 1.14. This ooiiection is estimated :0 take 3 minutes 10 complete. including gathering, preparing. and submitting zhe completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case Any comments on the amount oftimo you require
to oomoieie this form anoior suggestions for redo-2mg this burden should he sent to the Chief Information Officer. US. Patoni and
Trademark Office. US. Department of Commerce. PO. Box 1450. Aiexandria. VA 22313-1450. DU NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THiS ADDRESS. SEND 1“): Commissioner tor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450.

ifynri nooo‘ assistance in commenting the form, can r—BL‘O-PTO—QEQQ and soioct option 2.
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PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATIC-S PATENT AND ’I'RADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant: Koss Corporation

Inventors: Michael J. Koss et at. Examiner: Not Yet Assigned

Serial No: Not Yet Assigned

l

t

i

l

) Art Unit: Not Yet Assigned

}

.3Filing Date: Not Yet Assigned Atty. Docket No. OSIHSSPC'I‘LJSCON‘}

  
 

INFORMA'I‘ION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Commissioner for Patents

PD. Box E450

Alexandria, VA 223134450

Dear Commissioner:

Appiicant. in. accordance with their duty ot’disclosnre pursuant to 37 CFR. § [.56.

hereby advises the United States Patent and Trademark Office of the references listed on the

accompanying, form PTOISBIOS.

Appticant notes that atthoagh the cited references ma},r be relevant to the examination of

the above-referenced appiication. under 37 (TFR. § 1.97%), the filing ot'this fry‘brmmirm
!_.1.F..\'ct’o.mre Statement “shall not be Con strued to be an admission that the intbrmaticm cited in the

statement is, or is considered to be. materiai to patemahility as defined in ~35 l .56!th Applicant

further notes that the tiiing ot‘ this Information Diaries-me Statement is not an admission that the

references cited herein constitutes prior art under 35 U. SC. §§ t02~ 103 with respect to the

captioned application.

Appiicant submits that no fee is necessary for consideration of this Infin'marion

Disefosm‘e firmer-item. Nevertheles s. the Off] ce is hereby authorized to charge Account No. 02—

l8 1 8 for any additional fees necessary for consideration ot‘ [his {win-nanny: Disclosure
Smtetrrem.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: November 7 2g] 8 fMarlgwg Knedeisetyfi
Mark G. Knedeisen

Reg. No. 42,747

  

K&L GATES LLP

K&L Gates Center

EEO Sixth Avenue Ph. (7-113) 355-6342

Pittsburgh, Pennsyivania 15222 Fax (413)355-6501

fiilttilttlr:
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PTOISEiOB-a ($439)
Approved fr." use tlimugh 61’i31i2012. 0MB 0651-0531LL55. P200111 and Trademark 03353: US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Pa-orsrwrk Reduclmn Act of l595. nr: nefic-ns are re-uired :0 respond in a (oilalrtiun oiiiiiorrr-alion unlass. it ennlams a valid OMB control number
Com late if Known

  
Sims-£0016: for lmm 145WPTO Applicalii‘il‘l Number

lNFORMATlON mscmsuae 5““‘1 ”a“? . .
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT F03! Named Inventor Mictlael J. Ross

 

 

AI“! Unit

(use as many sheets as necessary} Examiner Name
Attorney Docket Number GEMSEPC TUSCONQ

 

0.8. PATENT DOCUMENTS
. ‘ . Bocument Number .r_ . . Pages. Coturiirls. Lines. What-r:

Exam-tun” . 1 Plihliwélifil'i Date Name of Palentea 0- Relevant P3553995 0|. Relevani- i Number - Kin-El Cutie" ._ .. . .. .
mil—iii]: _ {if WWW) Mink—DE Y’l’Y { Apptmanl oiiLlquIfufllmeni . 4.. Figufigfippeai

2004?010?2?1 MH ' 00-00-2004 Afinfifial.2005?0004053 01 03-25-2005 Rad um

2000;020043? M 09-14-2000 Harada +
2005-0121 2442 A!

200001-2124“ A1 00-21-2006 Hamiman 31 at. —200002300??? 01 10-20-2006 Mi ake

flu“ 11-30-2096 Evans _
200?:0_000_0_0_4 m 01 —‘t 1-200? Philiip520010003015 01 02-15-200? Glazeman

H. l _.. _
 

 

 

2Gfl?.‘0049‘l 98 Al 33—91-200? Walsh at all.
2GO?!BU53543 A1 03—93—200? Lee
290?.'01658?5 Al [FAQ—200? Rezvani
2GO?EQZQ?618 Al 12—21200? letmi el al.

—— 20000253003 m 11—01-200? ——
—- 2000003140: m 02-07-2000 “——
_— 20000052929 A1 03-13-2008 _—

2000100104033 an Ruseger e; at.
2000:001955? A1 01-24-2000 Bevirl at al.

200003242312 A? 1002-2000 Paulsai! et at. —2000?0203000 Al 12-04-2000 Johnson at at.

_-u*_—
—-——_—

ZUUQIDEIi-H-‘l 7’8 Al 1 III-91 €009 Paul‘son at El _ _
2_G_1 0319290642 A1 11—18—2010 Haseagawa

_2D1__33j0039§10 A1 52—14—2013 Peliand et ai.
201 3.1009950? A1 94-25—201 3 Mariya at al.
201 $523741“? M 03—20—2015 K055 at al.
2131 W031 3373 A1 11-02—201 ? K055 at a].
2018:0392“ Al 08—30—2013 K055 0t 0|.
5734.385 A 07—21-1998 Stanford El 3!.
5.389.453 82 55-14-2002 Bolas
6.6?1.494 81 12-30-20l3‘3 James

6 v v

 
   
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

' I . i’ . I .— —' itamura ._ 55436-152 0405:3004 K
_ -?92-°91§2..WWWWWWWWW 09-14-2004 figemchenfiial.__
___E:._§§Z_.j_1§_i_3_g________ Lemchen at at.

7.093.515 32 02-21-2006 Glaser
1021311 B2 04-11-20il6 Vandei'eiii

- Jordan I
1099.3?!) 82 08-29-2006 Takzahassi‘ti

. 7420-3392 .. . . 10'0'2005 Hail . . . . . .. .

Examiner ' Dale
Si - nature Caiiséd 0100

“EXAMINER. imiiai ii reierence considered. whether {1r “Di. ciiatint: is in cnnbrmanm with MFEF‘ 8G9. Draw line lhrough citaliart i! an! in cunlmmancfi
and not considemd include copy of this ion" with mud communication to airplicant ! Applicant's unique uitaliuri designation numba (optional). 2 SEE
Hind:- Codes 0? USPTO Patent Documen!5 al figgfififlgimw or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enler Ollice Ilia! Les-0011 the: document. by 01-:- Iwo-letier 000:.- (WFF'O
Slandam‘ 8T3) "Fnr Japanese paler“ t‘tucumsints. ihe indication of me year oi the reign urine Emperor mum prewar} the serial number nitha patent
document. "' Rind Lil'ttljcurnent in? the appropriate symbols as indicated on [he document under W190 Slantiiiid $116 ti'possibie. ° Aputlsarri is to
rilaor: a check mark hair: it English language Translation is aliached.

 

 

 
 

 
This collection of inioimatiofi is required by 3? CFR '1 .97 and 1.98. Th:- iritnrmaiion i5 required to obtain at reiain a benefit by the pubiicwhich iii tr.- tile
{and by the USPTO to process} an applicaiirin. Confidentiality is governed by 3.5 U 5.6. 122 and 3? CFR 1 14 This oolledlon is esiimatnri tr; take 2
nuurs to complete. including gathering. pieiiaring, and submirllng the completed application form to [he USPTD. Time will vary depending upon the
inflwlduai case. Any comments {)0 lhe amount 01 lime ycu require to mmpie‘le this iorm analor suggestions tor reaming li‘tis burden. should be: sent to
me Chiél ll'tlcllfllflllfln Clll'th‘llél. US. Patent arid Trademark Oilioe. PD. am 14.51). Alexandlia. VA 22313-1450. {10 NOT SEND FEES DR
COMPLETED FQRMS TO THlS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner is! Patents. PD. 80x ”50, Aiexandtia, VA 22313-1460.

liyou need ass-isfaime in rximfiei‘ing the form. call 1-800—PTG-5‘799 (0300-3235-0109; anri select option 2.

501 9421'92
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PTOISEtOB-a (LN-09)
Approved fr." use through 61’i31i2012. 0MB 0651-0531LL55. Panel“ and Trademark 03353: US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Pa-oerwrk Reduclmn Act of 1595. nc nefic-ns are re-uired :0 respond :0 a (oilact'mn oimiorrr-ation unit‘s-s. it cnnlams a valid OMB controi number
Com fete if Known

  
Simsitlule for [mm 145WPTO Applicallnn Number

lNFORMATiON mscmsuae 5““‘1 ”a“? . .
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Fttit Named Inventor Mlcnael J. Ross

 

 

AI“! Unit

(use as many sheets as necessary} Examiner Name
Attorney Docket Number GEMSEPC TUSCONQ

 

0.8. PATENT DOCUMENTS
MM“ WNumber - Kin-t1 (3009‘

Pages. Columns. iines. What-r:
Relevant Passagfis or Relevant

. *_ Figulgs Apgear
_ Nam: 01' Patentee o:

. _ _ (if 1070M?) Mil—EJD—YW ( _._ Applrcanl 0i tiled [incument
1139.23? 82 __ 11-71-2056 .2
7.255.390 82 093-044-203? Mathews

I. 2.33102? 02 02—26—2000 Nishi-uuhi et at.1451021 B? 12-15-2098 Yuan

___—_—

7.050.103 32 01-10-2010 Ballev

—____
1001309 32 01-13-2010 _ . . .
7334.055 32 00-00-2010 .'
?.764.?i’5 32 07—21-2030 Tarkflfiel al.
?,305.210 BE 99—23—2010 311005
?,361.312 32 12—28—201 0 Lee et 3:.
1962.462 BE 06-14-201 1 Handman

_——————
_-————.
_-W—

3.086.281 82 123112011 Rabu at al.

_QJQgJBBG 82 _______ 01-24-2012
8.190.203 B2 05-29-2012 Peliand et at.
8295.513 32 10—23-2012 Kundu et at.
8.335.312 82 12—18—2012 Gerhardt 31 at

n 8401202 92 03-19-2013 m_-
8.478.880 02. 02-02-2013 Finaeistein :3! 21!.
0.403.255 52 0100-2013 mime:

Menard at al-
3,5?1.544 132 - 0
8.655.420 81 0
6.?92345 82 0023—201 4 Russell 81 at.

E xa rninz‘. r
lnrtials‘ 

 

 

 
    
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
Examiner ' I I Date
Si - nature (2011550 0:00

“EXAMINER. lmiial it reierence considered. whether {it not ciiatint: is in cnntormanm with MFEF‘ 8G9. Dian iine through citalinn i! 0.01m cunimmancfi
and not considemd intiude copy of this ion" with mud communication to airplicant ! Applicants unique uitaliun designation numba inptionai'}. a SEE
Hind:- Codes of USPTO Patent Documenls at gggmingici-xgm 0r MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office ma! E15000 the: document. by In»? Iwo-ietter 000:.- (WFF'O
Siandam‘ 8T3) "Fni' Japanese paleni nucurnnnts. ihe indication at me year oi the mign Urine Emperor mum prewar} the seriai number nitha patent
document. "' Rind Lifttljcurnent try the appropriate symbols as indicated on [he document under WtP‘C.‘ Slantiiiid $116 if possible. ° Apntisani is to
rilaor: a check mark hair: it English language Transietinn is aliached.

This collection of inloimatinfi is required by 3? CFR '1 .97 and 1.98. Th1:- iritnrrnalion in required to obtain CIE retain a benefit by the pubiicwnich E to tile
{and by the USPTO to process} an appiicaiinn. Confldentiatity is governed by 35 U SC. 122 and 3? CFR 1 14 This oolledion is esiin‘iatnr! 10 take 2
nuurs to complete. including gathering. pieiiaring, and subminlng the completed appiication form to [he USPTD. Time wilt VIII)! depending upon the
mnwiduai case. Any comments on the amount at iime ycu require to mmpie‘te this iorm andior suggestions ior ramming this burden. snauid be: sent to
the Chin! lnfcimaiion {Mini-u, US. Patent and Tradeiriarli Oilioe. PD. Box 14.50. Alexalirjiia. VA 32313-1450. {10 NOT SEND FEES DR
COMPLETED FQRMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner Eur Patents, PD. 80x ”50, Alexandria, VA 223134460.

”you: new assistame: in wagering the form. Gait infiflfl-PTfl—Q 199 ($800- ?85-9?99} and .‘fijiEiC! optima 2‘.
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F'TDISEisoa-a iO?-GQ)
Approved for use through 013162012. OMB 0551-0135!

US. Paiem and Trademark Office. US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
under me E’asiaiwm'k Reduction Act cn' 1995. M.- masons are. :‘e- Hirer! 1:: ms and lo a :rrfllaci'nm u: mim'mamn ”mass. it (:anlams a who OMB mmmi number

' Complete if Known

  
 

Sammie {0r 1mm ”49.43113 3 Anglican-an Number

JNFORMA‘HON DISCLOSURE : Film Dam. .
STATEMENT BY APPLiCANT PM“ Name Invemor mime: J. K055Ari Unit 

11139 as may sheets as necessam ' Examiner Name.
Sheet . 3 . . . .. 01' 4 . . . . ”.m'wmeyckem'lme SWBECJS . .. . . .. .

  

IFOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
 

\ i I t

.__.ELEEQLEJECLQ’EM‘H'MLW Pishlw"lnrm Date Name- oi Paternee or
Cuufitry Cum: Number Aiiuln Com: MM-DU—YWY Applicam of Cited{If kno wnj [Focunmnl

JP 2004420597 {English 11.11.2004 Matsushita Elemric Inc!

5 Ab;t._a_-gg;_____"_______ WWW“ Co. Ltd.
“'0 2006;?47?24 J12 05—94-2005 Lugitem Europe SA.

Pages. Cniumns. LineS.
Where Fae-4e vent Pas eages

-.‘JF Ral-ieva n1 Figurfia
Appear

Exarrriner
iniliais'

 

Sony Elicsson Mobite
_ W0 2UD‘N'E395‘EB .41 122—615-200? Cnmmunications AB

W9 2003138620 32. 11—29-2003 Autmlei Mamie inc.

.__.___.__+__.____.__..____.__._
 

i we 2008i0334'r8 A1 03-20-2003 ' Reuss. sit 5!.km 2008:954985 A2 05-08-2008 Momma inc. 
 
 

F

E WU 2009fflfifi555 A1 GT—flQ—EDGQ KDSS Curpurziiiun
i[  
 
 
 
  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

' Examiner Daie -
Sinatuie Cnnsidizrezi

“EXAMINER. lniliai iI' sch-Hence mnsidfiicd. whclhfir 01' ml cilatinr: is in mnFormanrx: with MPEF‘ BB9. Draw lint: lhlough cilalifin ii. :30! in atoalrcirgarine
anti not considered. Inciude cnpy al Ihis {arm with nca' nomrnnnicaiim 1n applicant. 1 Applicanl's unique niiaiii‘m defilgnamn number toptionai} ' See
Kinds Curjea of USETQ Pawn: Dumrnenis a‘. If”. Riga-.2»; u| MPEP 901 011 : Ei'ulfri Office Ihal ismreu 1hr: domnneni. by [he lvm-1el1w cede (WIPE)
Standard 8T3}. ‘ Fm Japanese mien! documents he inclination :JI' Iili: year unhe- ieigii of the Ernpmun musi precede the serial number 0| thi.1 patent
dfll‘fllflll'fiili. ‘“ Kim! ref denunumt by [he amnmpriale syrnbnm as inrjirmerl on the flGrjiJI'flfrnl’ under WIPO Siamiap'rl STA?! if masihlrz. 7' Apparent i3 ii:
place a Check ”181K here ii Engiish language Transiaiicn is ailment—13

 

This collemian m Enim‘matian is renuirw by 3? CFR 'I 9‘! and 1.58. The information it, I'ftqliiffld Ir) nblairi m retain a benefi: try the pubiicwhich is. u.- file
{and by [he USP‘I'D to process') an appiacalion. Confidentiamy 1'5 guvemed by 35. USE. 122 and :1?“ CFR 1.14. This contention is eslimaleci 10 take 2
Mars Io complete, including gaihenng. prenarmg, and simmufling the completed appiicalion (cum in me USPTC. Time wiil vary depending Upon Elm
iad'wirsuan 6856. Am; Ligrnrriems rm the amount 01 Iri'lk‘ y-‘Ju iequiie ta compleie lhi‘s F01 in andr'cr' suggestiunb‘ 5L" reducing this Milieu. should he. SEF'IJ ti)
the Chic! minimalism OflquL US. Pater” arm Trademark Ofiice. PO Box. 1450. Alemndiia. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OP.
COMPLETED FORMS: TD 73-115 ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionet fur Patents, PD. Box 1450. Nexandria. VA 22313—1451].

if you new assistance- in mia‘iprermg me Jami, can ifim‘PTO-Q i9!) f'i'aSLiuj‘. 735-92‘99} and safe-c! QUIJOH 2.
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PTOISBlOI-ih (Ell-Bil)
Approved my L156 lllmugn 67:319-312. OMB 035143031

US. Faith" and Trademark Ollice: US DEPAR‘I‘MENT OF CONEMERCE
Uimerlne Paperwork Reduction Act sf 1995. no persons are I‘E'_IJIFE?L1:DI‘E.'3:'JOI\U la a collection 0! informalion unless i1 canlains a valid OMB wrllrol number

.... ._..A . A ....... 69.979?” ”WEE?!"
Substilulei‘oi'lnrnl Mal-BIPTD ' Applicalicn Numbiar " 1""

lNFORMATlON DlSCLOSURE - W9 ”8‘9
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT ”"3“?“ J‘ “0“All Unit

________(_i_fSE' 85‘ man sheets as necessa Exanslner Name:

 
 
 

 

magazine. joumal. SCIiEII. sympnslum. .malog. :- .. . data. Dag“: _
andmr counlr' whale ‘ublished.

Supplementary Eumpean Sealch Repel! l'GI Eurupean Application No 09ml 146.3 mailed June
‘ID. 2011. ? pages. 

international Search Report for international Application No. PCTFUSDQJ’3975‘4 mailed June “H,
2009. 2 pages 

international Prallminaw Examination Reapers [or Intematinnal Application No. PCTFUSOWSQFfi
mailed Oclnbar :25. 2010, 8 pages

erltan Opinion of the international Searching Authomy for International Application No.
PCTEUSDQI’BQFB-ll mailed June 11 . 20:39, 5 pages. 

FT REVIEW. ”LTB 862 11 WlFi Headpn ones“, Illtgi'i'itreview biaigrqjefl.ugnllilenii“1 536 accessed on
93” $2003 (4 pages}.

 

   
 

 

 
 

“EXAMINER. lnlljal ll :elerenne umsidemd. whelher or not cfialinn is in conl'mrnanca with MPEF‘ 809. Draw line through cilalim if mil in conIolle-rl-rlj
and net considered. include mm olihis Emmi with neg? f;l'1|nmllfijf'.alitl" tn applicanl

: Applimnt's unique cimll-nn deraignailcn number {optional} : Appllranl is to piece a shank. mark here if Englirxh language Tianslalion is allanhnd. This
animation cl 'mfmmaliun in requilerl by 37 CPR 1.93. The inimrnatiun is requiied 10 slilain Dr lelaxri a benefil by "“5 public which is lo. file (and by the
USPTO to pl‘nwfifil an application Conflrlfintialily iii governed by 3:51 USS. 122 and 3? CFR 1.13. This collecliun l5 estimated lo lain: 2 hours to
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Patent Abstracts of Japan

 
PUBLICATION NUMBER ‘ 2004320597
PUBLICATION DATE : 11-11—04

APPLICATTDN DATE r 18—04-03
APPLICATION NUMBER ' 2003113875

APPLICANT : MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC IND CO LTD:

i NVENTOR ISHIKAWA YOSHITO;

INT.CL. HD4R 1110 G10K 154'02 H04M “(08

TITLE RADIO COMMUNICATION TERMINAL
DEVICE EQUIPPED WITH PLAYER

ABSTRACT '. PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a radio communication terminal device equipped
with a waarabfe player free from the Entanglement of an earphone cord and convenient in
carrying thereof.

SOLUTION: There are provided a radio communication means of an eye glasses shape
frame. a control means. a storage means. an operation means. a dispiay means, a sound
processing means: and a power suppiy means. and further an earphone at the tip and of
the eye glasses frame. Hereby. when a reception Instruction signal for receiving sound
information is input. the radio communication means receives the sound information and

stores it in the storage means. and when a reprodUction instructing signs! for reproducing
the sound information is inpuL the stored sound information is read from the storage
means and outputted to the earphone under the control of the control means. and further

the display means disptays the state of the sound information when the sound information

is received or reproduced. The radio terminal communication terminal device equipped
with a wearabie player can thus listen to a music obtained by downioading the sound
information from a music distributing server through the Internet.

COPYRIGHT: (C)2DOS.JPO&NCIPI
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3 of 3 DOCUMENTS

JP2004320597A 2004-11-11 RADIO COMMQNICAIION TERMINAL DEVICE EQUIEPED
WITH PLAYER {an}

English Abstract:

PROBLEM To BE SOLVED: To provide a radio communication terminal device equipped with
a wearable player free from the entanglement of an earphone cord and convenient in carrying
thereof.

SOLUTION: There are provided a radio communication means of an eye glasses shape
frame, a control means, a storage means, an operation means, a display means, a sound pro—
cessing means, and a power supply means, and further an earphone at the tip end of the eye
glasses frame. Hereby, when a reception instruction signal for receiving sound information is
input, the radio communication means receives the sound information and stores it in the

storage means, and when a reproduction instructing signal for reproducing the sound infor-
mation is input, the stored sound information is read from the storage means and outputted to
the earphone under the control of the control means, and further the display means displays
the state of the sound information when the sound information is received or reproduced. The
radio terminal communication terminal device equipped with a wearable player can thus listen
to a music obtained by downloading the sound information from a music distributing server
through the Internet.

Applicants/Assignees: MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC IND CO LTD

Inventors: TANIYAMA SHIMESU;
ISHIKAWA YOSHITO

Application Number: JP2003113875

Application/Filing Date: 2003-04-18

Classifications:

IPC[7]: H04R 1:10 A
IPCU]: G10K 15f02 B; H04M 11I08 B

IPC[8]: H04R1/10 (2006-01-01; C, F, I, 2005—12-20; R, M, JP)
IPC[B]: H04R1/10 {2006*01-01; A, F, 1, 2005-12-20; R, M, JP)
IPC[8]: GlOKlSIDZ (2006-01—01; C, L, I, 2005-12-20; R, M, JP)
IPC[8]: G10K15f02 (2006-01—01; A, L, 1, 2005-12-20; R, M, JP)
IPC[B]: H04M11/08 [2006--01 0-1; C, L, I, 2005- 12—20; R, M, JP)
IPC[B]: H04M11f08 (2006”0101; A, L, I, 2005- 12-20, R, M, JP}
JP- F1-:CLASS H04R1/10 104C
JPFICLASS: H04R1/10. 104E
JP—FI-CLASS: GlOKlS/‘OZ
JP-FI-CLASS: H04M11IOB
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JP-F—Term: 50005/8314
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JP-F-Term: SK10 1/NN 12
JP-F-Term: SK1011NN2 1

Patent References Cited-Forward:

Publication Number
JP2010281608R WO2006066457A1

English Description:

0001 :

[Belongs to the technical field of the invention]
The present Invention, the voice information by radio communication after received and stored
in a memory means, storage means for reading out the information from the radio communi-
cation terminal device equipped with player.
0002 :
Prior art:

The music on the Internet server voice information from wireless communication terminal de-

vice already music distribution service. The figure ShDWS a system configuration of a conven-
tional music distribution system in fig. 13. The Internet 1, music information into a digital mu-
sic distribution server 2 is connected. Furthermore, with respect to the music distribution serv-
er 2, music distribution terminal device 900 is a base station 3, portable telephone network 4,
gateway 5, Internet 1 via the access. The music distribution terminal device 900, and the
whebssconununmaboninean5902inthecafingQDI,andtenkeyenbyinean5903,anda
display means 904, and a storage means 905, the casing 901 is used by Inserting the ear
doorphone906.
0003 :

The key input means 903 music distribution terminal device 900 according to the needs of the
music and access URL is input, and a cellular phone network 4 via the Internet 1 can com«
municate and music distribution server 2, music distribution sewer 2 from a distribution

menue music distribution terminal device 900 looking at the display means 904, delivery is de-
sired, the key input music contents can be selected. The music distribution server 2, the con-

tent of the selected voice information read from the database (not shown) is transmitted to the
music distribution terminal device 900. The music distribution terminal device 900 the trans-

mitted audio Information stored in the storage means 905. The end of the deiivery and music,
voice information is read out from the memory means 905 is, ear outputs doorphone 906.
0004 :

TheconvendonminUQCtfimnbudontennMaldechQUD,uangthekeyinputnmansQOBand
display means 904 music distribution comprises, music downloaded information reproducing
doorphone ear or headphones. The download operation, including operation music, character
display of the other menu since it is required to repeat the operation, and a display means of
certain sizes, certain sizes and of requiring a key input means 903. Therefore, music distribu-

tion terminal device 900 is bulky, or when carried by the pocket must be put in the bag. Fur-
thermore, {for example, patent document 1, patent document 2) doorphone code is also diffi-
cult to handle the entangled ear.
0005 :

[Patent document 1]

In the patent Number 2001-28572 publication (page 11 first, fig. 4)
[Patent document 2]

In the patent Number 2002-23768 publication (page 3 first, fig. 1)
0006 :
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Problems to be solved by the invention:
The present invention, the drawbacks of the prior art which is convenient to carry, ear without
entangling doorphone code, collectively called a feeling of wearing a wearable by radio com-
munication terminal device equipped with player, nothing is put into a pocket or bag without,
does not have any sense by hand, such as music, voice Information downloaded from the
server to reproduce and to first.
0007 :

Furthermore, the operation of the present invention when downloading audio information or
status, when reproducing information downloaded state display indicating that the operation
state of the user in the field of view of a player to securely provide with wireless communica—
tion terminal and second.
0008 :

Means for solving the problems:
In order to solve the first problem, in the present invention the radio communication terminal
device equipped with player, and a spectacle frame, and wireless communication means, and
control means, and memory means, and operating means, and diSplay means, and processing
means, and a battery power source has an ear doorphone, spectacle frame and in wireless
communication means, and control means, and memory means, and operating means, and
display means, and processing means, the battery power supply is provided, at the end of the
spectacle frame doorphone ear is provided, operating means for receiving information from
and a command signal is input, by the control means, wireless communication means, receiv-

ing the audio information stored audio Information, audio information from the operating
means for inputting an instruction signal and, under the control of a control means, a voice in-
formation stored in the storing means, and read from the ear doorphone output, when receiv-
ing a voice information when the display of the state of the display or reproduction by means.
0009:

thtmsconfigumnon,whmhisconvenmnttocany,earwkhoutenmngnngthepmyerdoon
phone code with wireless communication terminal device is realized.
0010 :

Furthermore, the present invention, the tip is provided with a spring-type frame of spectacles
doorphone ear having formed as a linear member, and the nose of the spectacle frame 3 by a
pair of ear portions doorphone of radio communication terminal device equipped with player
supported on the face of a user.
0011 :

By this constitution, a small radio communication terminal device equipped with player, light in
weight, easy disengagement from the face, and a sense of collectively as the body firmly, as a
device called a wearable sense.
0012 :

The present invention also, in order to solve the second problem, display means mounted to
the frame and a glass lens to spectacle lens and illuminating means.
0013:

With this configuration, when the operation state information is downloaded or voice, music
reproducing the operation state display indicating securely within the field of view of the user.
0014:

The present Invention also, spectacle frame and positional relationship of eyeglass lens, lens
on a spectacle frame as a positional relation, spectacle frame is provided with an illumination
means in whichahappropriate cast from a lens of eyeglasses.
0015 :

By using this configuration, human eyes are views looking on lower than that is easily, reliably
by a user in the field of view of the display state is displayed on a player with wireless commu—
nication terminal device is realized.
0016 :
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Embodiments of the invention:

(Embodiment 1)

A first embodiment of present invention as 1, and the explanation below drawing. Fig. 1 a, 1 of
the first embodiment of the present invention related to using wireless communication terminal
device equipped with player 6 shows a system configuration diagram of a music distribution
system. The present invention, already described in fig. 13 of a conventional music distribution
system instead of music distribution terminal 900, radio communication terminal device

equipped with player 6 is used, the same part of the system components of the same numbrs,
explanation is omitted. The present invention of radio communication terminal device equipped
with player 6, base station 3, portable telephone network 4, gateway S and, via the Internet 1
accesses the server music 2, voice information is downloaded. In fig. 2 and fig. 3, radio com—
munication terminal device equipped with player 6 mounted on a user‘s face 60 of the dia-

gram, and when used, the radio communication terminal device equipped with player 6 fig. 4
cut in the direction of a horizontal cross-sectional diagram, fig. 5 the radio communication
terminal device equipped with player 6 showing a front view.
0017 :

From fig. 2 to fig. 5, as shown, the player with wireless communication terminal 6, and having
a shape of generally glasses, glass lens 10 is integrally formed to the right and left of the left
and right under the spectacle frame 20, 21 is mounted extends. Spectacle frame 20, 21 re
spectively face the and faces 30, 31 as a nose, the nose 30, 31 on the lower side and the op-
posite side which is curved inwardly to form the wire spring 22, 23 made of a metal having a
spring property embedded therein is formed as a linear temple, doorphone ear 40, 41 is pro-
vided at the tip. In the state not attached to face a spectacle frame 20, 21 mounted on the end
of a section of each of a pair of temple doorphone ear 40, 41 is mounted so as to be smaller
than an interval of human ears, the spectacle frame 20, 21 of the nose 30, 31 and the distance
of a human doorphone ear 40, 41 and the mounting surface of the ear hole transnasal formed
so as to become shorter than the distance.
0018 :

Radio communication terminal device equipped with player 6 when worn on the face, by wid—
ening the spectacle frame 20, 21. Figs. 2, 3 as, at the user's face 60, radio communication
terminal device equipped with player 6 of a spectacle frame 20, 21 of the right and left sides of
the tip of the fitting earhole doorphone ear 40, 41, 30, 31 on the nose against the nose. Spec-
tacle frame 20, 21, especially when the temple portion for face mounting can be spread, and
towards the face 60, a force in the right direction. Furthermore, the nose section 30, 31 and
the face 60 doorphone ear 40, 41 are held in a longitudinal direction. Therefore, as shown in
fig. 3 the size of the user's face 60 is somewhat large, even if small, radio communication ter-
minal device equipped with player 6 the spectacle frame 20, 21 of the temple portion is de~
formed by the particular user's face 60 of the size of the fitting.
0019 :

Spectacle frame embedded in a metallic coil springs 22, 23 are used as the antenna of the ra~
dio communication means. Furthermore, on the outer surface of the spectacle frame 20, 21 as
an operating means, and a selection key 100, is provided with a key 101, selection key 100
and a key 101, or both are simultaneously depressed, whereby various operation instruction
signal input.
0020 :

In this way, the player with wireless communication terminal device 6 can be put on the face,
the so-called collectively as a wearable device can be mounted, and which is convenient to
carry, ear without entangling of friendly doorphone code.
0021 :

Fig. 6 a, 1 of the first embodiment of the present Invention such radio communication terminal

device equipped with player 6 shown as a block diagram of an internal configuration. Fig. 6
and, in the spectacle frame 20, 21, and wireless communication means 70, and a control
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means 80, and memory means 90, and the voice processing means 93, and operating means
for selecting key 100, and key 101, and a display means 110,111, battery poWer supply 120 is
provided, the spectacle frame 20, 21 at the tip of each of the temple portions 22, 23 is pro-
vided with a tip doorphone ear 4D, 41. The particular display means 110,111, spectacle frame
20, 21 the LED 130, 131,132,133 are arranged toward the lens 10, so as to irradiate a specta-
cle lens 10. Each of these means, are connected by a bus line 200, serving as an operating
means for selecting key 100, key 101 by the input from the, control means 80 as a radio
communication terminal device equipped with an audio player is to operate.
0022 :

In other words, the operating means by using the selected key 100, key 101, audio infor-
mation and a receiver for receiving a command signal is input, under the control of the control
means 80, an antenna, a radio communication means 70 serves as shown in fig. 1 from the
temple portions 22, 23, by accessing the server music 2, music information is downloaded. The

voice processing means 93, music distribution server 2 from the radio signal received by the
voice signal, and the voice processing is performed, voice information is stored in the memory
means 90. Operation means selecting key 100 using a key 101 and voice information, and an
instruction input signal Is input, under the control of the control means 80, the voice infor-
mation stored in the memory means 90 reads doorphone ear 40, 41. Furthermore, voice in-

formation or at the time when, in the display means 110,1 11 LE0130, 131,132,133 irradiating
lens of eyeglasses with a lighting, such as light LEDl30.
0023 :

A basic operation is explained using the selection keys 100, key 101 is operated by means of
radio communication terminal device equipped with player 6 of the present invention. In the

present invention the player of a radio communication terminal device equipped with 6 the se-
lection key 100 and a key 101 is provided on each surface of the spectacle frame 20, 21. Radio
communication terminal device equipped with player 6 face 60 of the user in radio communica—
tion terminal device equipped with player 6 in a mounted state, with both hands, and simulta-
neously pressing selected keys 100 by key 101, power is turned on, can be turned. Further-
more, right-hand and pushes the select key 100, which can be selected on the menu door—

phone output ear is read out from the memory means 90. After that, within a predetermined
period of time and the selection key 100 is depressed, the selected menu is read. Menu is read
out, and a predetermined time is elapsed that menu is selected by the handle thereof. Fur-
thermore, even when the left hand key 101 is depressed so as to determine the menu.
0024 :

Fig. 7 In, selection key 100, key 101 is used as a flowchart showing a basic operation process.

Fig. 7 in, (step S2) and (step 51 for controlling the operation of a timer), 3 power source (not
shown) and simultaneousiy pushes the select key 100 turns on with both hands, key 101. Se-
lection key 100 is pressed (step S3) doorphone ear 40, 41 and can be selected from the menu

(step S4) is output. Determining key 101 is pressed (step 55) uncutted, before the time-out
(step 56), and the selection keys 100 is depressed, the next menu are successively read out. A
time-out, and key 101 is pressed, is read as a menu is selected (step S7} is determined. Fur-
thermore, the determined (step 58) to start the operation of the item. The selection key 100
during operation and when the key 101 are pressed simultaneously (step 59), (step 510) to
stop the operation. Again, the selection keys 100 and key 101 are pushed simultaneously (step
511) when the, powar supply is turned off (step 512). The selection key 100 during operation
and when the key 101 are pushed simultaneously, without turning off the power source to con-
tinue its operation.
0025 :

Fig. 8 the, present invention music piayer with wireless communication terminal 6 when down-

loading information as a flowchart showing an operation procedure. Also in this case, in order
to simplify the explanation of the player with wireless communication terminal device 6 in the
memory means 90, previously stores a URL of music distribution server as described.
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0026 :

First of all, radio communication terminal device equipped with player 6 serving as an operat‘
ing means for selecting key 100 of key 101 are depressed simultaneously with both hands, and
the power supply is turned on, the battery power supply 120 and control means 80 from wire-
less communication means 70 for supplying a power to, display means 110 as a lighting means
of the lighting of the pilot lamp LEDl30 (step 520). Next, operation means can be selected by
pressing the menu selection key 100 successively read, selecting a " URL?? " While the mes
sage is output, whether the predetermined time passes, by pressing the key 101, a URL (step
521) for selecting operation is started. The selection of the URL, operating means 100 within a
predetermined time sequentially and successively by pushing the URL, ear doorphone capable
of switching the voice output. Furthermore, each selection key 100 is depressed, LE0131
lighting means, by adding lighting periord 132,133, capable of selecting one of any number of
URL to visually check (step 522) is. In the state of outputting a URL, whether the predeter-
mined tlme passes, a key 101 (step 524) pushes the URL is determined. URL is determined

and, control means 80 by wireless communication means 70, spectacle frame temple portions
and antenna 22, 23 from, base station 3, portable telephone network 4, gateway 5, Internet 1
via a, music distribution server 2 (step 525) to access.
0027 :

The player with wireless communication terminal 6, music distribution server 2 receiving the
information from the music, voice output ear doorphone 4D, 41. For example, a music distribu-
tion server, a classic, popular, pops of about 3 until one of the popular jenre best 5 explained
as being capable of delivering and curvature, which can distribute the category name is " 1. a
classic, 2. popular, 3. pops. " Successively. Furthermore, to select a desired jenre and distrib-
ute the music is sequentially outputted (step 526), as explained already protrct selection key
100 using a key 101 and, (step 527) for determining a desired music. In this way, the music
determined (step 528) information is downloaded. 1 after downloading of one curvature, the
curvature of the following (step 529) for down, step 526 to return, by the operation of step
528 to the curvature of the other. When finished. operating means of selection keys 100 and
simultaneously push key 101 (step 529) stopping its operation, and to simultaneously select
key 100 again determining key 101 (step S30) pushes the power supply is turned.
0028 :

Next, stored in the memory means 90 by downloading the music information, operation is ex
plained. Fig. 9 a, radio communication terminal device equipped with player 6 when the voice
information as a flowchart showing an operation procedure. First of all, radio communication

terminal device equipped with player 6 and operating means of selection keys 100 and simul-
taneously pressing key 101, battery power supply 120 and control means 80 radio means 70 is
supplied, display means 110 of the illuminating means in the pilot lamp is lit as LED130 fig. 8
(step S31) and is the same as the flowchart. Next, a select key 100" music reproduction
start?? " Menue doorphone reads output to the ear, or time out, by pressing the key 101, (step
532) and starts a music reproducing mode. In a step 533 and (selection key 100 is de-
pressed), the music doorphone ear. Furthermore, each selection key 100 is depressed, a music
reproducing audio output doorphone ear 40, 41, LED131 lighting means, by adding lighting pe-
riord 132,133, music or what can be visually confirmed (step 534) is. A time-out or pushing
the key 101, (step S35) establishes a curvature. The control means of the selected and stored

in a storage means (step 536) playlist. In playlist and, further adding a music reproducing a
picture is displayed is input, and the selected key 100 is pressed within a predetermined time,
return a y 7” 533, step 536 until operated by, a curvature is selected. At a step S37, and the
time out, a curvature that Is not added, playlist order is stored (step S38) reproduce music.
0029 :

The music, voice output doorphone ear 40, 41, of the music reproducing the number corre-
sponding to the number of the lighting means is lit. Moreover, the beginning of the music re—

producing the curvature but of the number corresponding to the number of the illuminating
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means is turned on, the color is changed In accordance with the music. When the classic lis-
tening, the color of the light irradiating lens changes In color and sepia, movie scene is seen
through a glass lens to see oldness changes. When the curvature of the major listening to
bright yellow or red by flashing light of warm, listening to music when the schemes of, or white
light of pale and such slowly changing JKEL , display contents for music reproduction by auto-
matic selection, listening to music can be a venefit ~~~ mood. In the playing of the music
playlist and end of ali, operating means within a predetermined time as it does not operate the
select key 100 and the power supply is turned. Furthermore, all of the music is completed
within a predetermined time and selecting key 100 is operated, it returns to step 533, regen-
eration can is selected.
0030 :

Furthermore, in the above embodiment, the Internet 1 of voice information is downloaded
from the server music 2 as music distribution terminal device, radio communication terminal
device equipped with player 6 which explain, music information transmitted by radio network is
not limited to this, other wireless local area network wireless communication with music infor-
mation from the player is transmitted to the terminal system.
0031 :

Furthermore, the player receives wireless communication terminal with the voice information,
in addition to the information of the music, music, the information of the curvature or a curva-

ture of the accompanying description of the voice composers, surer, recites a loudspeaker, a
document reading, rhythm, downloaded for guiding the operation procedure of sound.
0032 :

(Embodiment 2)
Next, a second embodiment of the present invention the player 2 with wireless communication
terminal device are described. 1 of the first embodiment, spectacle frame 20, 21 embedded in
a metal-made wire spring 22, 23 is used as an antenna of the radio communication means, 2
of the first embodiment of the present invention related to the player with wireless communi—
cation terminal 62, a spectacle frame 20, 21 so as to cross the antenna 132 standing structure.
0033 :

Fig. 10 of the first embodiment of the present invention in a 2 related to the external view of
the player with wireless communication terminal 62. Furthermore, fig. 11 the radio communi-
cation terminal device equipped with player 62 attached to the user's face 60 showing the use
state. In fig. 10 and fig. 11, spectacle frame 20 to 1 to indicate a standing state antenna 132,
from each of the right and left of the spectacle frame 20, 21 can be erected antenna 2 meter.
In this way, the antenna is erected, by separating from the user's face 60, which can enhance
the sensitivity of the antenna. 2 shown in fig. 10 and fig. 11 of the first embodiment, antenna
132 rotatably mounted on a spectacle frame 20, and at the time of use so as to intersect es-
terblish glasses frame. Furthermore, antenna 132 as a telescopic antenna.
0034 :

(Embodiment 3)
Next, a second embodiment of the present invention related to 3 equipped with player wireless
communication terminal 63 are described. Fig. 12 the, 3 of the first embodiment of the present
invention the player with wireless communication terminal 63 in a museum or exhibition hails
using a system configuration diagram of a sound distribution system for the observer. This is
demonstrated in the sound distribution system for exhibition hails, one set in the area of the
short-range wireless communication such as a Bluetooth local area network using 70 for sound
distribution server submitted 71 is connected, a plurality of base station 72, 73, 74, 75 are as-
signed as a local area network 70 of base stations. Furthermore, the player with wireless
communication terminal 63 carrying a base station 72 when the observer approaches, base
station 72 for the observer approaches the voice information automatically distributed from
sound delivery server for the observer 71, when the observer approaches the base station 73
if, for the observer approaches the base station 73 automatically delivers the voice infor-
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mation. Below, in the same manner in accordance with the movement of the observer, base

station 74 for the observer approaches the voice information, base station 75 approaches the
voice information automatically in order for the observer. The observer, tour passage and
walks, the exhibited articles can be heard by the receiver.
0035 :

3 of the first embodiment, in a museum display information such as not only or exhibition
hails, tour route guidance navigation information for the player with wireless communication
terminal 63 and delivering it to the observer can also be guided. At this time, the display
means when bent to the right on the right of the glass lens of the illuminating means is turned
on and off, and, when bent to the left of the left end of the spectacle lens by flashing lighting
means, in addition to the voice information visitors, visual display means is used for induction.
0036 :

[Effect of the Invention]
The present Invention according to the radio communication terminal device equipped with
player, spectacle frame and in wireless communication means, and control means, and
memory means, and operating means, and display means, and processing means, the battery
power supply is provided, at the end of the spectacle frame doorphone ear is provided, oper-
ating means for receiving the audio information and a command signal is input, by the control
means, wireless communication means, receiving the audio information stored audio infor-
mation, operating means audio information and a, by the control means, a voice information
stored in the storing means, and read from the ear doorphone output, when receiving a voice
information when the display of the state of the display means or by performing, convenient to
carry, ear without entangling doorphone code, via the Internet provider in music, voice infor—
mation can be downloaded player with wireless communication terminal device can be ob-
tained.
0037 :

Furthermore, the present invention, a spectacle frame having spring properties is formed as a
linear member, and the nose of the spectacle frame 3 with a pair of ear portions doorphone of
players due to radio communication terminal device mounted on the face of a user by, player
wearing-the radio communication terminal device equipped with a sense of collectively, capable
of being used in a so~called wearable sense.
0033 :

The present invention also, a plurality of illumination means as display means are incorporated
in the spectacle frame, a plurality of illuminating means to selectively or simultaneously to the

light irradiated to the eyeglass lens, or the operation state when downloading audio infor-
mation, which indicates the operation state at the time of reproducing the state display within
the visual field of a user can be confirmed.

Brief description of the drawings:

[Fig. 1] 1 of the first embodiment of the present invention applied to a music player using
wireless communication with the distribution system configuration diagram
[Fig. 2] 1 of the first embodiment of the present invention such a player with a wireless com-
munication terminal of the user's face when installed on a used state diagram
[Fig. 3] 1 of the first embodiment of the present invention such a player with a wireless com—
munication terminal of the user's face when Installed on a used state diagram
[Fig. 4] 1 of the first embodiment of the present invention applied to a cross—sectional diagram
of a radio communication terminal device equipped with player
{Fig 5] 1 of the first embodiment of the present invention with the front elevation of such a
player
[Fig. 61 1 of the first embodiment of the present invention applied to a block diagram of the
radio communication terminal device equipped with player
[Fig. 7] 1 of the first embodiment of the present invention with such a player of flowchart of
operation procedure by operating means
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[Fig. 8] 1 of the first embodiment of the present invention such radio communication terminal
device equipped with player of the flowchart of the operation procedure of downloading infor-
mation

[Fig. 9] 1 of the first embodiment of the present invention with such a player during reproduc—
tion of audio information of the operation procedure of the flowchart
[Fig. 10] 2 of the first embodiment of the present invention with such a player perspective di—
agram of radio communication terminal device

[Fig. 11] 2 of the first embodiment of the present invention such a player with a wireless
communication terminal of the user‘s face when installed on a used state diagram
[Fig. 12] 3 of the first embodiment of the present invention of the player using radio commu—
nication terminal device equipped with a configuration diagram for visitors sound distribution
system

[Fig. 13] system configuration diagram ofa conventional music distribution system
Description of the symbols:
1 Internet
2 music distribution server

3 gateway
4 portable telephone network
5 base station

6 radio communication terminal device equipped with player
10 spectacle lens
20, 21 spectacle frame
22, 23 the temple part
30, 31 the nose

40, 41 ear doorphone
70 wireless communication means
80 control means

90 storage means
93 audio processing means
100 selection key
101 key
110,111 display means
120 battery power supply
130,131,132,133 LED

Number of Claims: 4

ENGLISH CLAIMS:

The mold frame and glasses, and wireless communication means, and control means, and

memory means, and operating means, and display means, and processing means, and having
a battery power supply doorphone ear, the eyeglass frame and the wireless communication

means, and the control means, and the storage means, and the operating means, and the dis
play means, and the voice processing means, the battery power supply is provided, the spec-
tacle frame doorphone is provided at the fore end of the ear, the operation means for receiving
information from and to input a signal indication, controlled by the control means, the wireless
communication means, receives voice information is stored in the storage means, the opera~
tion means for reproducing audio information from and reproduction instruction signal is in—
putted, the control of the control means, the voice information is read from the storing means
and outputting a doorphone ear, when receiving a voice information or the display means
when the display of the state is carried out in the radio communication terminal device
equipped with player.
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The tip is provided with an ear doorphone glasses frame and a linear member having spring
properties is formed as described in claim 1 and a radio communication terminal device
equipped with player.

The display means, attached to the eyeglass frame and glass lens, the glass lens, an illu-
mination means described in claim it is characterized by a player and a wireless communication
terminal device.

The eyeglass frame and the display means of the positional relation of the spectacles, the
spectacles frame on the lens of eyeglasses placed in as a positional relation, the glass lens
from below the illuminating means so described in claim 3 is characterized in that a player and
a wireless communication terminal device.
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MULTLPOSITION CONNECTOR FOR PERSONAL AUDIO SET

Cross Reference to Related Applications

This application claims priority to US. provisional patent application

serial number 601622.874 filed on October 26. 2004.

Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a connector preferably for a personal

audio set that may be positioned to at least a plurality of different locations.

Background of the Invention

Personal audio devices, commonly known as headphones, earphones,

headsets. and the like, are gaining in popularity. The typical personal audio

device includes a frame containing an earphone that is usually positioned

over or in a wearer‘s ear. in cases where the audio-set is a headset. a

microphone is also typically positioned near the wearer’s mouth.

Personal audio devices are often sold as aftermarket items for use

with audio sets. such as MP3 players, CD players, cell phones. and the like.

that consumers have purchased separately. These personal audio sets

usually include a jack or connector that allow for connection of personal audio

devices such as headphones and the like. Usually. different manufacturers of

a type of audio set have different shaped andfor configured jacks. In addition.

even for a given manufacturer of an audio set having a common jack design

-1"
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for all of its products. the location of that jack on the case may be different

betWeen different products of that manufacturer. Accordingly. a manufacturer

of after—market products for use on personal audio sets and the like. most

design and produce different after-market products, one for each particular

audio set to which it is intended to be used.

For example, the Apple Corporation of CuDertino. California offers at

least two different personal audio sets. One is sotd under the trademark

IPOD and the other is sold under the trademark tF’OD MINI. They are both

audio sets commonly known as MP3 players, but they differ in their physical

size and the amount and type of features they offer. Both have the same

sized and shaped remote port and headphone jack, each of which is operable

using the same or very similar electrical circuitry and the like. However. the

physical location of this port and jack on these products differ. The personal

audio device sold Under the trademark IPOD has its remote port and

headphone jack in the center of the top side of the device, and the personal

audio device sold under the trademark IPOD MINI has its remote port and

headphone jack toward the right side of the top side of the device.

Accordingly, if a manufacturer desires to provide an after—market

product that engages the remote port andtor headphone jacks on both the

IPOD and the IPOD MINI audio sets, it must make and sell two different audio

device»engaging structures. One structure physically aligns the connectors

with the IPOD and a separate structure physically aligns the connectors with

the IPOD MINI. These two separate struotures increase the costs of

producing the after market product.

Moreover, should the manufacturer of the personal audio set change

the location of its ports and jacks. the after-market manufacturer must

necessarily change Its after market products accordingly.
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Summag; of the Invention

Accordingly. despite the available improvements offered by after;

market products for use with personal audio sets, there remains a need for a

cost-effective and common connector design that allows the after-market

product to be operabiy secured to a variety of different personal audio sets.

In addition to other benefits that will become apparent in the following

disclosure. the present invention fulfills these needs.

The present invention is a multi—posltlon connector for a personal audio

set. In a preferred embodiment, the connector is slidably secured to a frame,

thereby allowing the connector's position relative to the frame to be adjusted

as needed so as to properly engage mating connectors on a particular

personal audio set.

A resistive detent is preferably provided at key locations along the

frame so as to hold the connector at a predetermined position relative to the

frame.

Brief Description of the Drawings

Fig. 1 is atop view of a multi-positionable connector for a personal

audio device having a movable connector portion extending therefrom in

accordance with an embodiment of the present invention showing a possible

first position of the connector portion in solid lines and a possible second

position of the connector portion in hidden lines.

Fig. 2A is a front view of the connector of Fig. 1 with the connector

portion in the possible first position.

Fig. 28 is a front view of the connector of Fig 1 with the connector

portion in a possible second position and showing the possible first position of

the connector portion in broken lines.

Fig. 3 is an exploded, isometric view of the connector of Fig. 1 showing

the connector portion In the first possible position of Fig. 1.

Fig. 4 is an exploded. isometric view of the connector of Fig. 1,

showing a detailed view of a possible connector portion having shuttle

-3-
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assembly and resistive detent in accordance with an embodiment of the

present invention.

Fig. 5A shows a top view of the connector in 'Fig. 1 with the connector

portion in the second possible position.

Fig. 53 shows a front view of the connector of Fig. 5A.

Fig. 5C: is an exploded. isometric view of the connector of Fig. 5A

showing the connector portion in the second possible position of Fig. 1.

Fig. SD is an exploded. isometric view of the connector of Fig. 5A.

showing a detailed view of the shuttle assembly in Fig. 4 in accordance with

an embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 6 shows the connector of Fig. 1 with the connector portion in the

possible first position and operably secured to a first personal audio set.

Fig. 7 shows the connector of Fig. 1 with the connector portion in the

second position and operably secured to a second personal audio set having

mating connectors in a different location that the location of the connectors on

the first personal audio set of Fig. 6.

Detaited Description of Preferred Embodiments

A multi-position connector 10 for connecting an auxiliary device, such

as a wireless headset 24, to a personal audio set 12 (Figs. 6 & 7} is disclosed

in Figs. 1—7.

Preferably. the multi-positlon connector 10 has a connector portion 11

that is operably secured within a frame 14. The connector portion 11 is sized

and shaped to cperany engage one or more mating connector(s) 20 on the

personal audio set 12 or the like. For example. electrical circuitry 22 for a

dongle 14' for operating a wireless headset 24 is Contained within the frame

14 and in electrical communication with one or more jack connectors 23, 23'

secured within the connector portion 11. Each jack connector 23. 23’ is sized

to operably connect with an auxiliary device jack 20’ (Figs. 6 & 7) and/or

remote port 20" (Figs. 6 & 7) of the personal audio set 12.
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The connector portion 11 is preferably slidably secured to the frame

14. For example and as best shown in Figs. 4 and SD. the connector portion

11 is received within a shuttle assembly 30 that travels along a mating

channel 32 within the frame 14 thereby allowing the connector portion 11 to

slide along the channel. 32

More preferably, a resistive detent 40 is provided so as to hold the

connector portion 1 1 at a predetermined position relative to the frame 14. For

example. as best shown in Fig. 4. the resistive detent 40 can include a sliding

member 42 biased to extend into the channel 32. Such biasing structure 44

preferably includes a spring 46 or the like. The engaging surface 48 of the

sliding member is preferably angled as shown so as to urge the shuttle

assembly 30 toward one and 50a. 50b of the channel 32, thereby holding the

shuttle assembly 30 in place in either a first position 60 (shown in Figs. 1, 2A.

3. 4, s 6) or a second position 62 (shown in Fig. 28. 5A—D, and 7).

Since the position of the connector portion 11 relative to the frame 14

is adjustable. the connector 10 can be used on different personal audio sets.

For example. as shown in Figs. 6 8: 7. the connector 10 can be connected to

a conventional lPOD 12' personal audio device by placing the connector

portion 1 1 in its first position 60 and connecting the connector portion 11 to

lhe mating connectors on the IPOD 12' personal audio device-

Should a user desire to use the connector 10 on an audio device

having a different location for its connectors. such as on an lPOD MlNl 12"

personal audio device shown In Fig. 3. the user slides the connector portion

11 to its second position 62 as shown in Fig. 8, thereby aligning the connector

portion 11 with the mating connectors on the lF'OD MINI 12".

Accordingly. the same connector 10 can be used with a variety of

different personal audio sets. Moreover, the adjustability of the connector

allows a manufacturer of after market products and the like to easily adjust

the location of the connector should the manufacturer of a personal audio

device move the physical position of a mating connector in future models or

the like.
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Having described and illustrated the principles of our invention with

reference to a preferred embodiment thereof. it will be apparent that the

invention can be modified in arrangement and detail without departing from

such principles. In View of the many possible embodiments to which the

principles mayr be put, it should be recognized that the detailed embodiment is

illustrative only and should not be taken as limiting the scope of our invention.

For example, the disclosed embodiment describes the personal audio set

being an MP3 player, and the connector 10 being a wireless dongle for a

headset. the principles of this invention apply equally well with other types of

personal audio sets, such as cell—phones, CD players. cassette players, and

the like and with both wired and wireless aftersrnarket products connected to

the connector 10. Accordingly. we claim as our invention all such

modifications as may come within the scope and spirit of the following claims

and equivalents thereto.
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CLAIMS

1. A multi-pcsiticnable connector for operably connecting an

auxiliary device to a jack on a personal audio set. the connector having:

a frame.

a connector portion operably secured to the frame, said connector

portion moveable with respect to the frame to define a first position relative to

the frame and at least a second position relative to the frame; and.

a jack connector secured to the connector portion for operably

engaging the auxiliary jack on the personal audio set when the connector

portion is in at least one of said first portion and said second position. thereby

operably connecting the personal audio set to the auxiliary device.

2. The multi—positicnable connector of claim 1, wherein said frame

includes electrical circuitry received therein for operating said auxiliary device,

and said jack connectcrelectricaliy connects said personal audio set to said

electrical circuitry.

3. The multi-positionable connector of claim 1, wherein the

personal audio set is an MP3 player.

4. The muiti-positionable connector of claim 1. wherein the

auxiliary device is a headset.

5. The multi—positionable connector of claim 4. wherein the

headset is wirelessly connected to said connector portion.

6. The multI-positionable connector of ctairn 1, wherein said

connector portion is slideably secured to said frame.
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7. The mum-positionable connector of claim 1. further including a

shuttle slideably secured to said frame and said connector portion is operably

secured to said shuttle.

8. The multi-positionable connector of claim 1 . further including a

resistive detent for biasing said connector portion toward one of said first

position and said second position.

9. An auxiliary audio device for connecting to at least a first

personal audio set and a second personal audio set. the first and second

audio sets each having a case With an auxiliary device connection Jack

located thereon with each auxiliary device connection jack being located at

different locations on each case, said auxiliary device comprising:

a frame;

a connector portion operany secured to the frame. said connector

portion moveable with respect to the frame to define a first position relative to

the frame and at least a second position relative to the frame;

a jack connector secured to the connector portion for operably

engaging, one at a time, the first personal audio set and the second personal

audio set;

said jack connector positioned to operany engage the auxiliary device

connector jack of the first personal audio set when the connector portion is in

said first position; and,

said jack connector positioned to operably engage the auxiliary device

connector jack of the second personal audio set when the connector portion

is in said second potion.

10. The auxiliary audio device of claim 9, wherein said trams

includes electrical circuitry received therein for operating the auxiliary audio

device, and said jack connector electrically connects one of said first and

second personal audio sets to said electrical circuitry.

_3-
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1 1. The auxiliary audio device of claim 9. wherein at least one of

said first and second personal audio sets is an MP3 player-

12- The auxiliary audio device of claim 9. wherein said auxiliary

audio device is a headset.

13. The auxiliary audio device of claim 12. wherein said headset is

wirelessly connected to said connector portion.

14. The auxiliary audio device of claim 9. wherein said connector

portion is siideably secured to said frame.

15. The auxiliary audio device of claim 9. further including a shuttle

siideaoly secured to said frame and said connector portion is operably

secured to said shuttle.

16. The auxiliary audio device of claim 9, further including a

resistive detent for biasing said connector portion toward one of said first

position and said second position.
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TITLE: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MOBILE TELEPHONE AS AUDIO GATEWAY

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Fhe present invention relates to a system and method for rendering multimedia content between a

multimedia storage source and a mobile telephone andlor a rendering device (e.g._. a headset).

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

Mobile telephones have evolved from voice-on 1y electronic devices to multi—l'uuclionel electronic

devices. For example, mobile telephones may now function as electronic organizers, digital cameras, audio

applications [e.g., MP3 players), video applications {e.g., video players), video game terminals, etc. Moreover,

mobile telephones are not only used for voice communications, but they also are used in a variety of other forms

{e.g.. in instant messaging applications. sharing photographs, gaining access to information on the lntemet, etc).

As the mobile telephone has evolved, so too have accessories for mobile telephones. For example, the

first mobile telephones required Lhe user to hold the telephone next to the user‘s mouth and car during use.

Later, a wired ear bud and microphone were developed that connected to the mobile telephone were developed.

The wired ear bud allows the user's hands to be free from holding the mobile telephone during use. Wireless

headsets have also been developed that provide the user with both wireless and hands-free convenience.

A wireless interface commonly used in headsets and mobile telephones is referred to as "Bluetooth"

teclmology. Bluetooth refers to a technical specification designed to standardize wireless transmission between

a wide variety of electronic devices, such as personal computers, mobile telephones, headsets, printers, personal

digital assistants ("PDAs"), etc. Bluetooth acts as a "virtual cable", whereby one electronic device can easily
communicate with another electronic device.

Bluetooth operates using frequency-hopping spread spectrum, where data packets are spread across the

2.45-Gl—Iz Spectrum at a rate of‘ 1,500 hops per second to lessen interference. For Bluetooth devices, the

nominal link range is 10 meters and the gross data rate is up to 3 Mbps, although higher data rates have been

proposed for filmrc versions of the standard. Bluetooth can support both synchronous connection oriented

("SCO") links for voice and asynchronous connectionless ("AOL") links for packet data.

Wireless local area networks ("WLANs") are now ubiquitous in everyday life. Such WLAN'B are

commonly available in many public areas (so-called "hotspots" or “hotzaoncs“), as well as in homes and office

environments. WLANs are generally compliant with one or more IEEE standards (cg, 802.11a, 802. i lb,

802.1 lg, etc.) and are easily configured to provide for open access or to limit access by authorization and link-

levol security procedures.

End users generally access the WLAN through WLAN adaptors that may be implemented as a

removable or fully embedded component in a stationary. portable or Fully mobile device. Examples of such

implementations in a desktop computer include ISA or PCI cards, as well as an external or removable USB

adapter. Typical implementations for laptop computers include removable PCMCIA cards or embedded PCI

Express or USB adapters, white typical implementations for PDAs and mobile telephones include removable SD

Cards or embedded with USB or SD10 interconnections. in addition, the physical WLAN adapter is typically

augmented with sofiwarc (a “drive-r”) that allows the device’s operating system to manage the adapter and to

create a transparent connection to the wireless network that can be used by various applications to the benefit of

the end user.
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Conventional methods for facilitating communication betwaen mobile telephones and mobile

telephone accessories (e.g., headsets, ban (ls-free kits, etc.) are generally capable of receiving signals received

directly from the mobile telephone. In the case ofwireless communication between the mobile telephone and

the mobile telephone accessory, a Bluetooth compatible protocol is often times utilized. With the Bloetooth

implementation, media may be received by the mobile telephone is generally provided in an {ETF protocol (e.g.

SIP, SDP, RTP, TCP, UDP, etc). Once received by the mobile telephone, the streaming media is converted into

a Bluetooth-spccific protocol (tag... advanced audio distribution profile MD?) and then transmitted to the

rendering device (e.g., a headset). Converting the streaming media to a Bluetooth-specilic protocol limits the

functionality of the mobile telephone in a variety of ways, for example, limits the functionality ofthe rendering

device, limits the ability of the user to use the mobile telephone for multiple tasks, limits the battery life of the

mobile telephone, etc.

SUMMARY

Often times, it is desirable for users of mobile telephones to utilize the full functionality of their mobile

telephone accessories, as well as gain access to multimedia content. Thus, a strong need exists for a system and

method for establishing a data path utilizing lE-TF—compliant protocols between endpoints (e.g., streaming

source and rendering device) of a wireless network.

One aspect of the invention relates to a method for rendering multimedia content, the method

comprising: requesting access to a wireless network by a mobile telephone. wherein the wireless network

includes at least one remote server, assigning a subnet internet protocol (IP) address to a rendering device by the

mobile telephone; selecting at least one service andlor device by an associated user associated with the wireless

network; and routing streaming audio related to the selected service andlor device to the rendering device based

on the assigned subnet IP address.

According to an aspect of the invention, the mobile telephone is configured to provide one or more

operations on a received signal from the network utilizing a Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol.

According to an aspect of the invention, the mobile telephone is configured to provide one or more

operations on a received signal from the network utilizing network address translation.

According to an aspect of the invention. the request for access is transmitted by a wireless local area

adapter associated with the mobile telephone.

According to an aspect of the invention, wherein the mobile telephone is associated with the rendering

device prior to requesting access to the wireless network.

According to an aspect of the invention, the rendering device is a wireless headset.

According to an aspect of the invention, the mobile telephone is authenticated with the network prior to

providing an identification of services andfor devices available on the wireless network.

According to an aspect of the invention, the server 'is a media server.

Another aspect of the invention relates to a method for rendering multimedia, the method comprising:

obtaining a unique address for a mobile telephone in a wireless local area network, wherein the local area

network includes at least one wireless access point and one or more servers; assigning a subnet internet protocol

(IP) address to a rendering device associated with the mobile telephone; requesting infomafion from at least

one of the servers on the network through the mobile telephone; receiving infon'nation responsive to the request

is)
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for information by the mobile telephone; and directing streaming audio related to the requested infomation to

the rendering device based on the assigned IP address.

According to an aspect of the invention, [he unique address is an lntc‘mct Protocol address associated
with the wireless local area network-

According to an aSpeci of the invention, the received information includes an identification of services

andfor devices available on the network.

According to an aspect of the invention, the identification of services andfor devices include

multimedia content stored on a media server.

According to an aspect of the invention, Ihe multimedia content includes at least one audible

component.

According to an aspect of the invention, the multimedia content also includes a video component for

display on the mobile telephone. _

Acoording to an aspect of the invention, the mobile telephone is communicatively coupled to the local

area network through an 802.1 I-compalible communication protocol.

According to an aspect of the invention. the headset is communicatively coupled to the wireless local

area network through an 802.1 l-cornpatible communication protocol.

ACcording to an aspect of the invention, transmitting control signals directly from the mobile telephone

to the rendering device through a second wireless communication protocol.

According to an aspect of the invention, the second wireless communication protocol is Bluetoolh.

Another aspect of the invention relates to a method for rendering multimedia content1 the method

comprising: requesting access to a wireless network by a mobile telephone; establishing a session on the

wireless network; assigning a subnot interact protocol (11‘) address to a peripheral device by the mobile

telephone; providing an identification of services andfor devices to the mobile telephone from an associated

server communicatively coupled to the wireless network; selecting at least one service andi’or device by an

associated user; and routing streaming audio relaled to the selected service andfor device to the peripheral

device based on the assigned subnet IP address.

According to an aspect of the invention, the session is controlled by the mobile telephone.

Another aspect of the invention relates to a computer program stored on a machine readable medium,

the program being suitable for use in a mobile telephone to assign a subnet internet protocol (1?) address to a

headset. wherein: when the program is loaded in memory in the mobile telephone and executed causes the

mobile telephone to route streaming audio received through a wireless local area network to headset based on

the assigned IP address.

Other systems, devices, methods, features, and advantages of the present invention will be or become

apparent to one having ordinary skill in the art upon examination of the following drawings and detailed

description. it is intended that all such additional systems, methods. features, and advantages be included within

this description, be within the scope of the present invention, and be protected by the accompanying claims.

It should be emphasized that the term “comprisefcomprisiuy when used in this specification is taken to

specify the presence of stated features, integers, steps or components but does not preclude the presence or

addition of one or more otlier feamres, integers, steps, components or groups thereof.”
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The term "electronic equipment" includes portable radio communication equipment. The ten

"portable radio communication equipn'ierlt"1 which herein after is referred to as a mobile radio terminal includes

all equipment such as mobile telephones, pagers, communicators, i.e., electronic organizers, personal digital

assistants (PDA'S), portable communication apparatus. smart phones or the like.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other embodiments of the invention are hereinafier discussed With reference to the

drawings. The components in the drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon

clearly illustrating the principles of the present invention. Likewise, elements and features depicted in one

drawing may be combined with elements and features depicted in additional drawings. Moreover, in the

drawings. like reference numerals designate corresponding parts throughout the several views.

Figure l is an exemplary block diagram of a mobile telephone and headset in accordance with aspects

of the present invention.

Figure 2 is an exemplary schematic diagram of a mobile telephone and headset in accordance with

aspects of the present invention

Figure 3 is an exemplary block diagram of a network in accordance with aspects ofthe present

invention.

Figure 4 Is an exemplary schematic diagram of a server in accordance widi aspects of the present
invention.

Figures 5A and SB are exemplary protocol stacks associated with a mobile telephone and a rendering

device in accordance with aspects of the present invention.

Figure 6 is an exemplary flow chart in accordance with aspects of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The present invention is directed to a system and method for rendering multimedia content behveen

one or more dcvicea associated with a wireless local area network or a wide area network and a mobile

telephone andfor mobile telephone accessory. The mobile telephone acts as a gatcway or proxy for routing

multimedia content (eg, audio files, video files. etc.) stored on a remote server.

The invention is described primarily in the context of a mobile telephone. However, it will be

appreciated that the invention is not intended to relate solely to mobile lelephones and can relate to any type of

electronic equipment. Other types of electronic equipment that may benefit fi'om aspects of the present

invention include playback devices having at least audio playback capability or video playback capability in

addition to audio playback capability. Exemplary playback devices include MPG players, CD players and DVD

players.

Referring to Figure I, an electronic equipment assembly 10 is shown in accordance with the present

invention. The illustrated electronic equipment assembly It} includes electronic equipment 12 and a wirelessly

coupled electronic equipment accessory 14. The electronic equipment 12 in the exemplary embodiment is a

mobile telephone and will be rcfcrrcd to as the mobile telephone 12. The mobile telephone 12 is shown as

having a “brick" or “block" design type housing 16. but it will be appreciated that other type housings, such as a

clamshell housing or a slide-type housing, may be utilized without departing from the scope of the invention.
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The electronic equipment accessory 14 in the exemplary embodiment is a rendering device and will

be referred to as the headset 14. The headset 14 is shown as an ear mountable speaker and microphone

assembly that exchanges audio data with the mobile telephone 12 over a wireless link. One of ordinary skill in

the art Will appreciate. that any rendering device operable to receive signals from the. mobile telephone 10 is

deemed to fall within the scope of the present invention. For example, suitable rendering devices include

headphones, earphones, speakers, televisions. stereos, and the like.

For purposes of the description herein, a wireIeSS link is established using, a Bluetooth protocol. such as

in accordance with the Specification of the Bluetooth System, Covered Core Package version 2.0 + EDR, dated

Novem her 4, 2004, which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. Odier suitable wireless interfaces

(eg.= radio frequency, 302.11 compatible protocols, infrared, etc.) may be used to transmit data to the mobile

telephone 12 an dlor to the headset 14.

The mobile telephone 12 includes a display Ill. The display 18 displays information to a user such as

operating state, time, telephone numbers, contact infomation, various navigational menus, etc, which enables

the user to utilize the various feature ofthe mobile telephone 12. The display 18 may also be used to visually

display content accessible by the mobile telephoae 12 andfor headset 14 from one or more remote sources (e.g.,

a media server). The displayed content may include audio and/or video presentations stored locally in memory

20 {Figure 2) of the mobile telephone 12 andl'or stored remotely from the mobile telephone 12 (e.g., on a remote

storage device, a media server, remote personal computer, etc). Such presentations may be derived, for

example, fi'pm multimedia files, including audio andz‘or video files, from a received mobile radio andl’or

television signal, etc. in many situations, the video presentations are accompanied by audio presentations. For

example, the displayed video component may he a "music video“ and the corresponding audio component may

be music intended to be synchronized with the video component. As another example, the displayed video

component may correspond to a received mobile television signal and the corresponding audio component may

be speech and/or music intended to be synchronized with the video component.

The audio component may be. broadcast to the user with a speaker 22 of the mobile telephone 12.

Alternatively, the audio component may be broadcast to the user with a speaker 24 (Figure 2) of the headset 14.

For stereo listening, the headset )4 may include a pair ofspeakers 24. Delivery of audio data from content

source to the mobile telephone 12 and the headset 14 will be described in greater detail below.

The mobile telephone 12 further includes a keypad 26 that provides for a variety of user input

opera! ions. For example, the keypad 26 may include alphanumeric keys 28 for allowing entry of alphanumeric

information such as telephone numbers, phone lists, contact information, notes, etc. In addition, the keypad 26

typically may include special fiinction keys such as a “call send” key for initiating or answering a call, and a

“call end" key for ending, or “hanging up" a call. Special fimction keys may also include menu navigation keys,

for example, for navigating though a menu displayed on the display 13 to select different telephone functions,

profiles, settings, etc-, as is conventional. Other keys assaciated with the mobile telephone 12 may include a

volume key, audio mute key, an onfofi‘ power key, a web browser launch key, a camera key, etc. Keys or key»

like functionality may also be embodied as a touch screen associated with the display 18.

The mobile telephone 12 includes conventional call circuitry that enables the mobile telephone 12 to

establish a call andfor exchange signals with a called/calling device, typically another mobile telephone or

'1‘:
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landline telephone. However, the calledl’calling device need not be another telephme, but may be some other

device such as an Internet web server. content providing server, etc.

Referring to Figure 2, a functional block diagram of the electronic equipment assembly 10 is

illustrated. The mobile telephone 12 includes a primary control circuit 30 that is configured to carry out overall

control of the fimctions and operations of the mobile telephone 12. The control circuit 30 may include a

processing device 32, such as a CPU, microcontroller or microprocessor. The processing device 32 executes

code stored in a memory (not shown} within the control circuit 30 andr‘or in a separate memory, such as memory

20, in order to carry out: conventional operation of the mobile telephone 12. The memory 20 may be, for

example, a buffer, a flash memory, a hard drive. a removable med ia, a volatile memory andfor a non-volatile

memory. In addition, the processing device 32 executes code to carry out various fimctions of the mobile

telephone 12.

Continuing to refer to Figures 1 and 2, the mobile telephone 12 includes an antenna 34 coupled to a

radio circuit 36. The radio circuit 36 includes a radio frequency transmitter and receiver for transmitting and

receiving signals via the antenna 34 as is conventional. The mobile telephone 12 timber includes a sound signal

processing circuit 33 for processing the audio signal transmitted bylreceived from the radio circuit 36. Coupled

to the sound processing circuit 38 are the speaker 22 and a microphone 40 that enable a user to listen and speak

via the mobile telephone 12 as is conventional. The radio circuit 36 and sound processing circuit 38 are each

coupled to the control circuit 30 so as to carry out overall operation.

The mobile telephone 12 also includes the aforementioned display 13 and keypad 26 coupled to the

control circuit 30. The mobile telephone 12 firrther includes an [/0 interface 42. The U0 haterface 42 may be in

the form of typical mobile telephone HO interfaces, such as a multi-element connector at the base ofthe mobile

telephone 12. As is typical, the U0 interface 42 may be used to couple the mobile telephone 12 to a battery

charger to charge a poorer supply unit (PSU) 44 within the mobile telephone 12. In addition, or in the

alternative, the HO interface 42 may serve to connect the mobile telephone 12 to a wired personal hands-free

adaptor, to a personal computer or other device via a data cable, etc. The mobile telephone 12 may also' include

a timer 46 for carrying out timing functions. Such functions may include timing the durations of calls,

generating the content of time and date stamps, etc.

The mobile telephone 12 may include various built—in accessories. such one camera 43 for taking

digital pictures. Image filcs corresponding to the pictures may be stored in the memory 20. In One embodiment,

the mobile telephone 12 also may include a position data receiver (not shown), such as a global positioning

satellite (OPS) receiver, Galileo satellite system receiver or the like.

To establish wireless communication with other locally positioned devices, such as the headset 14,

another mobile telephone, a computer, etc, the mobile telephone 12 may include a local wireless interface

adapter 50, such as a Bluetooth adapter.

To establish wireless communication with other locally positioned devices, such as a wireless local

area network. wireless access point and the like, the mobile telephone 12 may firrther include a wireless

interface adapter 5 I. As shown in Figure 2, the wireless interface adapter 5| may be a wireless local area

network interface adapter and is referred to herein as WLAN adapter 52. One of ordinary skill in the art will

readily appreciate that the WLAN adapter 52 is exemplary and any suitable connectivity technology may be

implemented in accordance with the present invention (e.g., Bluetooth, infrared, etc). Preferably, the WLAN

Exhibit 1002 — p. 54



Exhibit 1002 - p. 55

10

20

30

35

40

“'0 2007! [39578 PCT} U SZtItJGttHJS 77

adapter 52 is compatible with one or more IEEE 302.11 protocols (cg, 802.] 1(a), 802.] 103) andfor 802.11(g),

etc.) and allows the mobile telephone 12 to acquire a unique identifier (e.g., MAC and IP addresses) on the

WLAN and communicate with one or more devices on the WLAN, assuming the user has the appropriate

privileges andtor has been properly authenticated.

The mobile telephone 12 may be configured to operate in a wide area communications system. The

system can include one or more servers or call control elements for managing calls placed by and destined to the

mobile telephone 12, transmitting eontenl (cg, image files, audio files, video files. voice andfot' data packets,

etc.) to the mobile telephone 12 and carrying out any other support time-lions, The server communicates with

the mobile telephone 12 via a network and a transmission medium. The transmission medium may be any

appropriate device or assembly, including, for example, a communications tower, another mobile telephone, a

wireless access point. a satellite, etc. Portions of the network may include wireless transmission pathways.

The headset 14 includes a primary control circuit 54 that is configured to carry out overall control of

the functions and operations of the headset 14. The control circuit” 54 may include a processing device 56, such

as a CPU, microcontroller or microprocessor. The processing device 56 executes code stored in a memory (not

shown] within the control circuit 54 anchor in a separate memory, such as memory (not shown), in order to carry

out operation ofthe headset 14, as described herein. The memory may be, for example, a buffer, a flash

memory, a hard drive, a removable media, a volatile memory andfor a non-volatile memory. In addition, the

processing device 56 executes code to carry out various fiinctions of the headset [4.

The headset [4 includes a local interface adaptcr 58 that is compatible with the local interface adapter

50 ot‘ the mobile telephone 12 to establish a wireless interface between the headset l4 and the mobile telephone

12. The local interface adapter 58 is coupled to the control circuit 54 to selectively control and process

information andlor data received andfot transmitted by the local interface adapter 58. Preferably. as discussed

above, the local interface adapter 58 is Bluetooth compatible. The wireless interface established between

adapters SO and 58 may be used to exchange data, such as audio data, commands, control and/or status

information between the mobile telephone 12 and the headset 14. One of ordinary skill in the art will

understand the basic operations of a Bluetooth wireless communication interface, so the details will not be

described here in detail for the sake of brevity.

The headset 14 further includes a WLAN interface adapter 60. The WLAN interface adapter 60 is

coupled to the control circuit 54 to selectively control and process information andlor data received andlor

transmitted by the WLAN interface adapter 60. Preferably, the WLAN adapter 60 is compatible with one or

more IEEE 802.11 protocols {e.g., 802.1 1(a), 802.1 1(h) andfor 802.11{g), etc.) and allows headset 14 to acquire

a unique address (cg, IP address} on the WLAN and communicate with one or more devices associated with

the WLAN, assuming the user has the appropriate privileges andfor has been properly authenticated. Although

the interface adapter 60 has been described in terms of WLA‘N interface, similar to wireless interface adapter 5:!

described above, the interface adapter 60 may implement any suitable connectivity technology in accordance

with the present invention [c.g., Bluetooth, infrared, etc.).

The headset 14 further includes an audio data processing device 62 that manages audio data. For

example, the audio data processing device 62 may include an encoder 64 that encodes an audio signal received

from a microphone 66 coupled to the headset 14. Encoded audio data may be oanamittcd to the mobile

telephone 12 for use as part of a telephone call.
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In addition. the audio data processing device I52 may include a decoder 68 and a data buffer 70 to

process audio data received from the mobile telephone l2 andfor one or more devices associated with a WLAN.

The received audio data may be incoming audio data associated with a telephone call. In other

situations, the audio data received by the headset 14 may be audio (e.g., music, sound, voice, etc.) derived from

an audio file played back by the mobile telephone 12. The audio data received by the headset 14 may also

originate from one or more devices associated with a WLAN and transmitted ondfor streamed to the headset t4

for listening by the user, as described below. In yet other situations, the audio data may be associated with

video content displayed on the display 18 by the mobile telephone 12. For example, a video file containing an

audio component stored in the memory 20 may be played back by the mobile telephone [2 or a video signal

containing an audio component may be received by the mobile telephone 12.

In these situations, a video component of the video file or received video signal may be decoded by, for

example. the control circuit 30 or dedicated video decoder [not shown) to generate a video signal output to the

display 18 For viewing. The audio component of the video file or received video signal may be decoded and

delivered as an audio signal to the speaker 22 auditor the audio component may be transmitted as audio data to

the headset 14 for decoding into an audio signal that is broadcast by the speaker 24. In smother embodiment, the

audio component of the video file or received video signal may be transmitted as audio data directly to the

headset 14 from one or more dcviccs associated with a local area network, without transmission to the mobile

telephone 12, for decoding into an audio signal that is broadcast by the speaker 24.

As explained in detail below, audio data transmitted fi-om the mobile telephone 12 to the headset 14

and/or transmitted from one or more devices associated with a WLAN to the headset I4 is typically in the Form

ofmedia packets. Each media packet may contain a quantity of audio data, such as about 5 milliseconds of

audio data. The audio data may be buttered by the buffer 62 and decoded by the decoder 60 into an audio signal

for delivery to the speaker 24. As will be appreciated by one of ordinary skill in the art, the audio data may be

mono, stereo or surround-sound, or arranged in any other suitable audio format.

An exemplary communication network 100 in accordance with aspects of the present invention is

illustrated in Figure 3. The exemplary network illustrated in Figure 3 is a public wireless local area network,

which utilizes Internet Engineering Task Force (IE‘I'F) protocols (e-g., 1P, TCP, UDP, RTP, HTTP and the like)

between the endpoints (e.g., the streaming source and rendering device (c.g., hcadsctn. In this illustration, the

mobile telephone 12 acts as a gateway or proxy for routing content (03.3., audio files, video files, etc.) stored on

the sewer 102 through one or more routers 104 and an IP network 106. which may be any suitable network to a

destination source. From the IP network l06 and1 optionally, router 104, the multimedia content is transmitted

to wired LAN 108, routed to the ACCESS PUIN'I‘ l 10, and output to the destination source (e.g., mobile

telephone 12 andfor rendering device 14) in a wireless manner.

Although the server 102 is shown as being outside of' the wired LAN 103, this is for illustrative

purposes only. One of ordinary skill in the art will readily appreciate that the server ]02 may be located within

the wired LAN 108 depending on the specific requirements of the server 102 andlor the LAN 108 or can be on a

remote network that is connected to LAN 108 via the Internet. One of ordinary skill in the art will also

appreciate that the exemplary LAN 108 may be a wireless local area network, a wide area netwdrk, personal-

area access technology (e.g., wireless local area network. cellular network, WiMax, ultra wideband network,

etc.) and/or a public network (o.g., the Internet).
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As shown in Figure 3, the LAN 108 is communicatively couple to the access point 1 10. Access point

l 10 provides wireless communication medium bethcn the mobile telephone 12 and/or headset 14 to the LAN

108. Thus, the mobile telephone 12 andfor headset 14 are communicatively coupled to the server 102.

One of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that the communication medium between devices take

the form of any medium that permits electronic devices to exchange information or data. For instance, the

communication medium may be a wired conununications medium. such as Ethernet, or a wireless

on minimisation medium, such as IEEE 802.1 10%), 802.1 103) or 802.11(g). In addition, the communication

medium may also be a combination of wired and wireless communications mediums. One of ordinary skill in

the art will also appreciate that any communications medium allowing the functionality described herein shall be

deemed to be within the scope of the present invention. Preferably the communication medium can support a

variety of network protocols including, for example, IETF-compatible protocols (e.g., 1P, TCP, UDP, RTP,

HTTP and the like)

Figure 4 illustrates a schematic block diagram of an exemplary server (cg, server 102). The server

102 may be any type of server. Preferably, the server 102 is a media server that is compatible with protocols

developed by the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) (e.g., 1P, TCP. UDP, RTP, HTTP and the like). The

server 102 generally includes aprocessor 1 10. a memory l 12, a data storage medium 114, a local interface 116,

video and inpnv‘ontput interfaces 118, and various communication interfaces 120. The server 102 may include

optionally a display 122, a keyboard 124, and a user input device 126 (e.g., a computer mouse).

The server 102 is capable of executing one or more computer applications 128 in accordance with

aspects of the present invention. In one embodiment, computer applications 128 include at least one audio

andfor video application program that is capable oftransmitting multimedia content (cg, audio files, video

files, audiovisual files, photographs, slides, radio, streaming audio andlor video, etc.) in a user-sensible format

upon request from an associated user. The multimedia content may be stored in the data storage medium 114 or

a remote storage medium (not shown) that is communicatively coupled to the WIAN 100.

As stated above, the multimedia content may take any form (e.g., audio, video, photographs, streaming

audio andfor video and the like) and may be stored in any suitable format (e.g., MPEG, AVI, MPB, PG, TIFF,

and the like). The server 102 may also store communications software, which is capable of converting the

multimedia conlent stored on the server 102 andlor the remote storage medium to a format that can be rendered

locally and/or remotely by the requesting device and/or a peripheral device associated with the requesting device

(e.g., headset 14). Alternatively, the server 102 may provide the multimedia content in a known Format and

allow the requesting device andlor a peripheral device associated with the requesting device to perform any
necessary conversion.

The computer application 128 may be logically associated with or call one or more additional computer

applications or one or more sub-computer applications 130, which generally include compilations of executable

code. In one embodiment, the computer application 128, andfor the sub-applications 130 are embodied as one

or more computer programs (e.g., one or more sofiware applications including compilations of executable code}.

The computer prograrn(s) can be stored on a data storage medium or other computer readable medium, such as a

magnetic or optical storage device {e.g., hard disk, CD-ROM, DVD-ROM, etc.).

To execute the computer application 128 and associated sub-applications 130, the server 102 can

include one or more processors 1 11) used to execute instructions that carry out a specified logic routine(s}.
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Preferably, the server 102 is based on a client - server architecture and may serve multiple clients. However,

one of ordinary skill in the art will readily appreciate that any combination of computers having the functionality

described herein shall be deemed to be within the scope of the present invention. As stated above, the server

102 may he a media server that is compatible with IETF protocols (6.3., IP, TCP, UDP, RTP, HTTP and the

like).

The server I02 may have a memory 112 for storing data, sofiware, logic routine instructions, computer

programs. files, operating system instructions, multimedia content and the like. As illustrated in Figure 4. the

computer application 12.8 and sub-applications 130 can be stored in the memory 1 12. The memory 112 can

comprise several devices and includes, for example, volatile aud non—volatile memory components.

Accordingly, the memory 1 12 can include, for example, random access memory (RAM), read only memory

(ROM), hard disks, floppy disks, compact disks (e.g., CD ROM, DVD ROM, CD RW, etc.), tapes, andi'or other

memory components, plus associated drives and players for them memory types. The processor 1 [0. memory

112, and the data storage medium 114 are coupled using a local interface 1 16. The local interface 116 can be,

for example, a data bus with accompanying control bus, a network, or other subsystem.

The server 102 can have various video and input/output interfaces [ 18 as well as one or more

communication interfaces 120. The interfaces 1 18 can be used to couple the server 102 to various peripherals.

such as a display 122 (e.g., a CRT display, an LCD display, a plasma display, etc), a keyboard 124, and a user

input device 126. The Communications intcrfaccs 120 can be comprised of. for example. a modem. a network

interface card, andz'or a wireless network interface card. The communications interfaces 130 can enable the

server 102 to transmit and receive multimedia content (c.g., audio files, video files, photographs and the like)

via an external network, such as the ln'temet, a wide area. network (WAN), a local area network (LAN), direct

data link, or similar wired (e.g., Ethernet) or wireless system (e.g., 802.1 l-complisnt protocols). Preferably, the

system 100 has the capabilities for both a wired communications interface (cg, Ethemet) and a wireless

communications interface {e.g., 802.1 l-compliant protocols) to accomplish the fimctionality described herein.

The server 102 transmits and receives information (e.g., multimedia content, data, requests for

information, etc.) to and from peripherals andfor devices that comprise the LAN 106. The LAN 106 generally

includes any electronic device that is capable of communicating (cg, receiving andfor transmitting information)

with any other device, including the network 100. The mobile telephone 12 andlor headset 14 are portable

devices that may access one or more services provided by the network 100, through WLAN interface adaptors

52 and 60, respectively.

As shown in Figure 3. the network 100 includes wireless communication from the LAN 108 to the

mobile telephone 12 andfor headset 14 through access point 1 10 and one or more intermediary devices (eg.

access point 110, routers 104, IP network 106, etc). Mobile telephone 12 is provided with a communication

protocol that can be executed by an internal processor of the device andfor by dedicated communications

hardware (e.g., a transceiver) coupled to the device for communication with the access point 110. The WLAN

adapter 52 ofthc mobile telephone generally includes a built-in antenna (not shown). The antenna allowa the

WLAN adapter 52 to exchange signals with the wireless access point 110. The access point 110 generally

executes a communication protocol corresponding to the communication protocol executed by the client devices

(e.g., device associated with the LAN 103 andfor the mobile telephone 12. The access point 110 also includes

10

Exhibit 1002 - p. 58



Exhibit 1002 - p. 59

10

15

25

30

35

W0 znnmsusrs PCTIUSZIIan'lH—lfl77

communications hardware (e.g., a transceiver with an antenna) for broadcasting signals to the various client

devices and receiving signals broadcast by the client devices.

Figures 5A and SB illustrate an exemplary IETF standard protocol slacks implemented For the mobile

telephone 12 and the headset 14, respectively. Referring to Figure 5A, an exemplary protocol steel; is

illustrated for mobile telephone 12. The protocol stack 150 may include: a network layer 152, a WiFi layer 15’!

and a Bluetooth stack 153. The network layer 152 includes a logic link layer 155, an Internet Protocol (1P) layer

156, a user datagram protocol (UDP) layer 153, a transport control protocol {'I‘CP) layer 160, and a data link

control protocol (DLCP) layer 162. The WiFi layer 154 includes an 802.11 radio Frequency (RI?) layer 164, an

302.1 1 physical (PHY) layer 166 and an 802.1 1 medium access control (MAC) layer 163. The network layer

[52 and the WiFi layer 154 communicate with an authentication and security module 170. Likewise, the

Bluetooth stack 153 may also communicate with the network layer 152 and the authentication and security
module 170

Referring to Figure 513, an exemplary protocol stack 180 is illustrated for headset 14. The protocol

stack 180 includes: a network layer 182, aWiFi layer 184 and aBluctuolii slack 185. The network layer 182

includes a logic link layer 136, an Internet Protocol (1P) layer [88, a user datagram protocol (UDP) layer 190, a

transport control protocol (TCP) layer 192 and a Real Time Transport Protocol)r Real Time Control Protocol

(RTPIRTCP) layer 194. The WiFi layer 184 includes an 802.11 radio frequency (RF) layer 196, an 802.11

physical CPHY) layer 198 and an 802.11 medium access control (MAC) layer 200. The headphone 14 is capable

of receiving and rendering Bluetooth signals and WiFi signals through the respective layers (e.g.., Bluetootli

stack 185, WiFi layer 184).

The mobile telephone 12 also includes dynamic host configuration protocol (l.)l-lCP:‘,| and network

address translation (NAT) server functionality that is typically found in a network gateway. In this manner,

devices peripheral to the mobile telephone 12, such as the headset 14 are treated as a subnct that is “hidden" to

the netwurk beyond the gateway. By using DHCP and NAT, respectively, the mobile telephone assigns subnct

IP addresses to the peripherals and directs incoming 1? traffic (cg, streaming audio) from the network to the

proper peripheral(s) based on the assigned subnet addresses.

An exemplary method 250 in accordance with aspects of the present Invention is illustrated in Figure 6.

Referring to Figures 3 and 6, at step 252, the user associates the headset 14 with the mobile telephone 12. The

headset 14 is designated as the audio sink endpoint (cg, rendering device) for rendering one or more audio

components transmitted from server 102. The headset 14 becomes pan of the private subnct and receives an TP

address from the DHCP server of the mobile telephone 12.

At step 254, the mobile telephone 12 requests access to the network 100 through the access point 1 10.

The request may include a session description protocol (SD13) payload field, which may specify. for example,

negotiation parameters, services requested, format of information, etc. In the exemplary system illustrated in

Figure 3, a public WIAN 100 is provided, wherein the user must be authenticated prior to access to the network

100. Accordingly, at step 256, the request is routed to the AAA server 109 by one or more redirect servers

and/or proxy servers (notshown). The AAA server 109 provides authentication services to the public network

100. Assuming the user is properly authenticated, the user is provided access to the network 100, at step 258. 1f

the user is unable to properly authenticate him or herself, the user is denied access to the public network 100.

ll
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At step 260, an identification of available services and/or devices is provided to the mobile telephone

12. Once network access is established, at step 262, the user of the mobile telephone 12 may identifir desired

audio content andfor devices on a remote server 102. For example. this could be content stored on server 102

(e.g., a personal server. a personal compurer in a heme, a media server, etc. or content from a commercial music

service {e.g., iTunes, operator portal, etc.)]. The user selects the desired content to stream and initiates a

streaming session with the server 102. The mobile telephone 12 also configures the headset 14 to accept the

pending media flow from the server [02.

At step 264, the server transmits the audio to the mobile telephone 12 using conventional lE'l'l’

protocols (e.g., RTP, UDP and-ll”) over the network 100. At step 266, the mobile telephone l9. then forwards

these packets to the headset 14, using NAT to establish the correct address for the headset 14 in the internal

subnet. At step 258, the headset l4 unpacks, decodes and renders the streaming audio in a user-sensible formal

through one or more speakers 24.

in this example, session control is managed by the mobile telephone 12 while the media stream is

established between the server and headset. Session control may occur between local interface adapters 53 and

50 of the headset ]4 and the mobile telephone 12, respectively. Session control may also occur between WLAN

interface adapters 60 and 52 of the headset and the mobile telephone 12, respectively. Steps 253 through 268

are generally repented whenever a new session is started. The exemplary method 250 utilizes WLAN interface

adapters 52 and 60 to stream audio from the server 10?. to the headset 14.

Specific embodiments of an invention are disclosed herein. One of ordinary skill in the art will readily

recognize that the invention may have other applications in other environments. In fact, many embodiments and

implementations are possible. The following claims are in no way intended to limit the scope ofthe present

invention to the specific embodiments described above. In addition, any recitation of "means for" is intended to

evoke a means-plus-function reading of an element and a claim, whereas, any elements that do not specifically

use the recitation "means for", are not intended to be read as means-plus-fimction elements, even if the claim

otherwise includes the word "means". It should also be noted that although the specification lists method steps

Occurring in a particular order: these steps may be executed in any order, or at the some time.

Computer program elements of the invention may be embodied in hardware and/or in software

(including firmware, resident software, micro—code, eth. The invention may take the form of a computer

program product, which can be embodied by n computer-usable or computer-readable storage medium having

computer—usable or computer-readable program instructions. "code" or a "computer program" embodied in the

medium for use by or in connection with the instruction execution system. In the context of this decument, a

computer—usable or cornputer—teadable medium may be any medium that can contain, store, cormnnnicate.

propagate, or transport the program for use by or in connection with the instruction execution system, apparatus,

or device. The computer-usable or computer—readable medium may be, for example but not limited to, an

electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor system. apparatus, device, or

propagation medium such as the Internet. Note that the computer-usable or computenreadable medium could

even be paper or another suitable medium upon which the program is printed, as the program can be

electronically captured, vie, for instance, optical scanning of the paper or other medium, then Compiled,

interpreted, or otherwise processed in a suitable manner. The computer program product and any software and

l2
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hardware dnscribed herein form the various means for carrying out the functions of the invention in the

example embodiments.
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CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

l. A method for rendering multimedia content, the method comprising:

requesting access to a wireless network (100) by a mobile telephone (12).- wherein the wireless

network (100) includes at least one remote serverUOE};

assigning a subnet internet protocol (I?) address to a rendering device (I 4) by 1he mobile
telephone (12);

selecting at least one service .311er device by an associated user associated with the wireless

network (100); and

routing streaming audio related to the selected service andz‘or device to the rendering device
(14) based on the aseigned subnet IP address.

2. The method of claim 1. wherein the mobile telephone (12) is configured to provide one or

more operations on a received signal from the network (100) utilizing a Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol.

3. The method ofany of claims l—2, wherein the mobile telephone (12) is configured to provide

one or more operations on a received signal fi‘om the network (100) utilizing network address translation.

4. The method ofany of claims l-3, wherein the request for access is transmitted by a wireless

local area adapter (52) associated with the mobile telephone (12).

5. The method ofany ofclaims 14 further including associating the mobile telephone (12) to the

rendering device ( 14) prior to requesting access to the wireless network (100).

6. The method of‘any of‘cleims 1—5, wherein the rendering device (14) is a wireless headset.

'1 The method ofany of claims l-fi further including audienticating the mobile telephone (12}

with the network (100) prior to providing an identification ofscrvices andi’nr devices available on the wireless

network {100).

8. A method for rendering multimedia, the method comprising:

obtaining a unique address for a mobile telephone (1 0) in awirelcss local area network (100),

wherein the local area network [100) includes at least one wireless access point (1 ID) and one or more servers

(102);

assigning a subnet inter-net protocol (IP) address to a rendering device (14) associated With the

mobile telephone (12);

requesting information from at least one of the servers (102) on the network [100) through the
mobile telephone (12);

I4
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receiving infmmatiou responsive to the request for information by the mobile telephone (12);
and

directing streaming audio related to the requested mformation to the rendering device (14)

based on the assigned 1? address.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the unique address is an Internet Protocol address associated

with the wireless lanai area network [100).

In. A method for rendering multimedia content. the method comprising:

requesting access to a wireless network (100) by a mobile telephone (12);

establishing a session on the wireless network (100);

assigning a subnet internet protect)! (TP) address to a peripheral device (14) by the mobile

telephone (l2);

providing an identification of services audio: devices to the mobile telephone (12) from an

assucialed server (102) communicatively coupled to the wireless network (100);

selecting at last one service andlor device by an associated user; and

routing streaming audio related to the selected service antlfnr device in the peripheral device

(14} based on the assigned subtler, 1P address.

[5

Exhibit 1002 - p. 63



Exhibit 1002 - p. 64

W0 20073139578 PCTI'USZU‘IGHHJK-r'v
”(a

 
SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)

Exhibit 1002 — p. 64



Exhibit 1002 - p. 65

W0 20073139578 PCTI'USZilflfiflLI‘Iflj'?
2N)

 
  

 
 

  
 
 

AccessorylHeadsat 1Q

Speakera

Audio Data Processing Device fig

Decoders—a

Processing (éfiguliat
Device E 54

WUKN
Interface

Adapter 5g

Elecimnic EquipmentJMobile Telephone 12

Sound Signal

Radio Circuit 16.

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

Local
lnteflace

Adapter 5g

 

 
  
 

 

 
 

 

Adapter gg

 

  
 

Processing Circuit
Eifl

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Processing
Device ,32  

  
”0 Interface 53

WLAN Interface
Adapter3

Figure 2

SUBSTITUTE SIESET (RULE 26)

Exhibit 1002 - p. 65



Exhibit 1002 - p. 66

W0 2(1II7H39578 PCTIl]S2Il[|MIH—lfl??
3ft;

 

  

ContenVMedia
Server

102

IF’ Network

106

Access Point
1 1D

14

 
Figure 3

SUBS‘l'lTUTE SHEET(R1H]" 26)

Exhibit 1002 - p. 66



Exhibit 1002 - p. 67

W0 20"?“39578 PCTI‘USZH‘IGHHJH'JT
4K)

 

 
Memory 112

 
 Computer Application 128

Sub-Applications 130

Communications
Interiaces 120

 

 
 
 

Server 102

Processor 110

Video and no
interiaces 1 1B

 
 

  
 

  
 

Data Storage
Medium 114

Display 122

SUBSTITUTE SI-IEE‘I‘ (RULE 26)

Exhibit 1002 - p. 67



Exhibit 1002 - p. 68

W0 ZUIIIWIJ‘JS'FS PCTI'USZEHIGHHJSW
5N)

Logic Link Layer (8022}

Biuetcoth 802.11 MAC168
Stack

153 802.11 PHY 166
802.11 RF 164

 
Figure 5A

180

SW Stack in Headphone 14

Network La er

RTPIRTCP

Logic Link Layer (802.2) 186

‘ i

Biuetooth 802.11 MAC 200

5:32“ 302.11 PHY 193
302.11 RF 195

 
Figure 53

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)

Exhibit 1002 - p. 68



Exhibit 1002 - p. 69

W0 2007;139:178
It“:

250

Associate Headset with Mobile
Telephone

252

Mobile Telephone Requests Access to
the WLAN

254

Request is Routed For Authentication
256

Authenticated User is Provided Access
to WLAN

258

WL:AN provides an Identification of
Services andeevices to the Mobiie

Telephone
260

  
  

Identify the Device that contains desired
service

262

Stream Audio Content from the Source

to the Mobiie Telephone
264

Mobiie Telephone Forwards Audio to
Headset

266

Rendering the Audio Content in a user-
sensibie format

265

 
Figure 6

SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)

Exhibit 1002 - p. 69

 

PCTIUS2IH|GIIJ448T7



Exhibit 1002 - p. 70

 
 

INTIH?NAVFKJN£H.SEAGH3HIREPCHWT International application Nn

PCT/uszooo/044877 

   
. summon-non o SUBJECT MATTER
NV. HU4L29 12 
 

 

  

A
I

According to lnlarnationel Patent Classification UPC) or to both national classlllcallon and [PC
8. FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (Classification system followed by classification symbols}
HOQL H04Q HU4R

 

  
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

Documentallon searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents an: included in the fields searched

 

 

Eleclmnic data base coneulterl during the Internatinnalseamh (name of data base and. whene- practical. search terms used)

EPO-Internal, NPI Data, iNSPEC, IBM-TDB, COMPENDEX

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Categnw' Citation 0! document. wllh Indlcallon. where appropriate. at the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.

10NO EDGE/041460 A (IXI MOBILE INC [US]; 1—
HALLER AMIT [US]; FDRNELL PETER [US];
ITZCHAK AVR) 6 May 2005 (2005-05—06)
page 2, iine 3 ~ line 24
page 3, line 3 - line 30
page 7, line 6 - line 11
page 7, line 20 — line 30
page 6, line 12 e line 22
page 9, line 17 — line 22
page 11, line 19 — line 20
page 13, line — line 25
page 15, line - line 10
page 16, line — line 23
page 19, line — page 20, line 15
page 21, line — page 22, line 9
page 30, line - line 15
figures 1,5,6

_/__

See patent tamily annex.

'T' later gocumnnl published altar the intemetlonel filing date.or priority dale and not in conflict with the application but
mart to understand the principle or theory underlying the

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

lint-001M016

m Further documents are listed In the mntinuation oi Bot: C.
‘ Special categories 01' cited documents :

‘A' document defining the general slate or the art which Is not
considered to be of particular relevance Invention

'E' earner (locurnenl out published on or after lhe international ‘3“ document or panicular relevance; the clam-Incl Invention
tiling date cannot be considered novel or canuol he considered to

'I_' domi‘rtem “thigh may; lglzow gouotilon piurlotijurI dalmisl or [Waive an inventive stop when the document is taken alonewhieh isclle to es 3 an t e pu tool on_ a e at another -v' document 01 pafllnulal‘ relevance the claimed inventionGllfi'lon OF 01M” SPEC-W r3350“ tea slimmed} cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the
'0' donut-nor“ referring to an orat dieslusure. use. exhibitlon or document is combined with one or mole other such docu-

other means ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled
'P' document planllsnefl prior to the lnlenrdlional "1an date bul in the all'

later than the priority dale claimed 'a' document member oi the same patent tarniiy 

  Date oi the actual completion of the tnlemallonsu search Dale oi mailing of the international search report

 23/03/2007

Mlnorized Officer
15 March 2007

Name and mailing address of the ISA!
European Patent Utilee. P.B. 531a Patenllaan 2ML — 22oz) HV Hilswlik
Tel. [fit-Tm 3-60—2010. TX. 31 651 epo nt.
Fax: {+5140} sea—amo-

 
 

  
  

 

  
Hes. Ronald

Farm PCTI‘iSN‘E‘lfJ {second sheet} {April 2035)

Exhibit 1002 - p. 70



Exhibit 1002 - p. 71

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT   

  
 

   
  

  
  

 

 
 

 

Internatlonal application No

PCT/U52006/044877

Citation of document. wllh inclination. what: upproprlalo. or [he relevam passngps
 
   

wo 2006/116190 A (QUALCOMM INC {us};
BABBAR UPPINDER SINGH [US]; LIOY MARCELLD
[US]; ABR) 2 November 2006 (2006—11—02)
abstract

paragraph [0003] — paragraph [0005]
paragraph [0042] — paragraph [0044]
paragraph [006d]
paragraph [0072}

 

Pam Pcmamm o {mntfnuallnn a! sew-Id sheet) WP”? 2605:

Exhibit 1002 — p. 71



Exhibit 1002 - p. 72

INTEFHHATHDNA¢.SEIHRCPIREFWJRT
lnfi'mnaklon on pane-m Iamny members

 
  
 

International appllcatfan Mo

PCT/U82006/044877

Patent document Publication Patent family PubFicalion
cited In search report data member(s} date

H0 2005041460 A 06-05—2005 EP 1652332 A2 03—05—2006

 

  

Farm PGTHSNEHD {petunl iern'lly max] (Aflfllimm

Exhibit 1002 — p. 72



Exhibit 1002 - p. 73

(19) World lntelleelual Property Organization

I21)

(ill

I25I

I261

(30)

I'll)

(72)
(75)

(T4)

lmemalienal Bureau

('43) International Publicatiim Date.
29 Nevember 2007 (29.11.2007)

lrllerllalitmld Paleul Classifiealinn:

”(HQ .I'Sfflfl (20051” I

liaterliallmml Application Numher':
HT'I'IIJEZIIONIII lfi3|

l5 May 201)? (1511520071

Iin glish

lnleriialioniil Filing Dale:

Filing Language:

Publieallon Language: English

Priririly Dnla:
SUISDDJJQ lfi M ay 2006 { 16.05.1006} US
GDI8LIO.679 lfi May 2095 I 16.05.2005) US
MMRODJSU lfi May 201'16 {lullilllllm US

Applicant {for all {it"J'fl'flUIHd 5mm; fluff!!! US}: ALI-
'I‘UNET NIOBILE, INC. |LTSIUS]; ll} Skylark Drive.
Suiie all. Larkspur, CA 0-1939 LUS'].
lnwnlur: and
InvenlurIApplieanl tfiJr US only}: MOELLER. Douglas.
S. [USAISIz [055m College. #308. Sanla Rosa. CA 95401
(US I.

Agents: KNEDEISEN. Mark. G. at 3].: Kirkpatrick .5;
Lock-hart Preston Gales izllis Lip. Henry W. Oliver Build-
ing. $35: Smilhfield Slmcl Pilichurgh. I’A I’ll-‘31:“!
:USJ.

IE

 
 

 
  
 
 

MCKMLIL
NETWORK

INTERFACE

 
MEMORY 5i

 
Ill) lNT‘rlRNA’l'It’NAI. APPLICATION PUBLISHER [NIH-2R III F. PA'I'EN'I' CUOPERA'I'IUN 'I'RI‘lA'I'i' II’C'I'}

|||||l||l|||||||||||||l||||lll||||l|||||ll||||||||||l|l|||l|l||l||||J|||I|||l||||l|J|||||||||||

lllll Inlernaliunal Publiealien Number

WO 2007/136620 A2

I81] Design“! led Slams (unfair ctrfiieni'im {ridiculed for every
kind ofrmliwiaf pa'mecn'rm mair'fabi‘r‘}: AIE. AG. AL. AM.
AT. AU. AZ. BA. BB. BG. BH. BR. BW. BY. BZ. CA. CH.
CTN. CO, CR. [715. CZ. DIE. UK. DM. DZ. EC. HE, IEG. ES.
I9]. GB. GD. GIL. GH. GM. “’1'. HN. HR. HU. ID. IL. IN.
IS, JI’. KL“. KG, KNI. KN. KI], KR. KL. LA. LC. LK, LR.
LS. LT, HI, LY, MA.MI'). ME. MG. MK. MN. MW. MX.
MY. MZ. NA. NG. NI. NO. NZ. OM. PG. I‘ll. PL. PT, RO.
RS. RU. SC. SI). 515. SG. SK. SL. SM. SV. SY. TJ. TM.
TN. TR. TI'. T2. U A. UG. US. LIZ. VC. VN. ZA. ZM. ZW.

Designaled Slim-.5 IIIIIII'J'J' [imam-Ire indicated. for m-ery
Hm) rgfmgi'gmm' pl'rnrrr'riun available]: ARI I30 IHW. GIL
GM. KIE. LS. MW. M2. NA. SD. SI... 52. '17.. US. KM,
2W1. Hula-hid" (AM. AZ. BY. KG. K2. MD. RU. I]. IN“.
European (AT. Bli. BU. L‘ll. CY. CZ. DE. UK. IL'IE. US. |"l.
FR. GB. GR. III 1. IE. IS. IT. IT. U I. IN. MC. MT. NI... PI...
PI. RE), SI:.SI.SK.'1‘R}.0API {HI-.15]. CI". CG, CI, CM.
GA. GN. HQ. (iW. MI .. MR. NH. SN, TD. 'I‘Gl.

Published:

SERIAL DEVICE
IN'I E'w'FAISE

without mmmrm'lmal' rpm”! mpm-i am.) m In.» rwmhfi.x‘.’rmi
upon ready! r-fIImr n‘pru'!

I Continued on ma? page!

{54l Tille: MOBILE ROUTER Wl'l'll SERIAL DEVICE INTIL‘RFAFI‘.

/ NLOCAL
NETWORK IE

IHTQFACE E
Mobile

 

    

 
 

SESSION
PFlfl‘Y

MODULE

  

 
SERIAI PORT

DATA PWLISHEFI
MGDULE

 
 

07/136620A2|||||||l||||l||||||l|||||l|l|||||||l||||||||l|l||||||l|||||||Illll|||||Illllllllllllllllllllll
[57'] Abstract: A muhiIe ruuter having :a serial lilierlace is disclosed. Accunling [u various embodiments. llie mobile ruuwr may

a eiunprine u aerial rmrL dula puhlishermmlule llim may lake data mceived Jim]: :1 ran-rial device connected in a serial purl uf Lhc muhile
N muler and make [he data I‘mrn [he serial device available via a TC? stream. In that way. 1hr: serial rum L‘lillII publisher module may

he used. for example, in populale a remole dalubase wiLI‘I [he data from [he serial device. 'I‘iiaL way. [he data from [he serial device
may be remnlely accessed via the Iniernel. For example. In uddiliun. llie. mobile router can he used In outpul a received signal From
the device eonnccled lo ils serial interface.W0

Exhibit 1002 - p. 73



Exhibit 1002 - p. 74

WO 2007/136620 A2 ||||l||l|l|ll|ll|||||||||EI||I|I||||||I||II|||i|||||l|||l|l||||||l1||l||||||||l|l|||||||l||||

Fur hrn-x‘vflrr mde’r; and mim- ubbmw‘un‘nm. refrr m #1? "( :qu-
smmr Nah-as rm (edgy and AIahx'cn-I'un'ous” amwam'ru; m thy bag-m-
um}: ryfn'n'h r‘r‘mu’ar I'a'n'm' (fl-”l!“ I‘L'f' (HII’E’IH‘.

Exhibit 1002 — p. 74



Exhibit 1002 - p. 75

ll")

15

20

30

W0 Zillll’fldfitile PCTIUSZIJHTI'UI I63]

MOBILE ROUTER MTI-l SERIAL DEVICE INTERFACE

Inventor: Douglas S. Mueller

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority to the following U.S. provisional

applications:

(I) U.S. provisional application Serial No. 60l800,679, filed May 16, 2006,

entitled “Mobile Router With Serial Interface,” by Douglas S Moeller;

(2) U.S. provisional application Serial No. 60/800,749, filed May 16, 2006,

entitled “Mobile Router That Monitors Links,” by Douglas S. Moeller; and

(3) U.S. provisional application Serial No. SOISDOJSO, filed May 16, 2006,

entitled “Mobile Router With Session Proxy," by Douglas S. Mueller.

The present application is related to the following, contemporaneously—filed PCT

applications:

(1) PCT application entitled “Mobile Router With Session Proxy.” by Douglas

S. Mueller, Attorney Docket No. 060275 PCT; and

(2) PCT application entitled “Mobile Router That Monitors Links," by Douglas

S- Mueller, Attorney Docket No. 060274PCT.

BACKGROUND

Many people use mobile or wireless end-user computer-type devices for a variety of

purposes. These devices include smarlphones, handheld computer-type devices, personal

digital assistants (PDAs), laptop computers equipped with a wireless network interface card,

etc. Users often use such devices to read and write email messages. access the Internet,

download and View image or video files, run applications, etc.

In order to use such mobile devices, the mobile devices must be able to connect to a

wireless network. Conventional wireless local area networks (WLANs) are often deployed

inside stmctures such as homes, offices, public and commercial buildings, etc. The WLAN

typically comprises one or more wireless access points, such as a wireless router or hot spot,

which communicates wirelessly with the mobile device, and allows the mobile device to

connect to a wired network {or other network) that is also in communication with the access

1
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point. In order to stay connected to such WLANs, the mobile user must usually stay with

the range of the access points. This often constrains the effective mobility of a wireless

user. The mobile user must stay in the horns, office or building to have wireless access to

the WLAN, but if the mobile user leaves the premises, the mobile user may leave the range

of the wireless access points and thereby lose connectivity to the network. For the JEEE

802.1 1 standard, also known as Wi-Fi. the range of such access points is about 50 meters for

indoor environments and 100 meters for outdoor environments.

Some campuses and urban areas provide broader WLFi coverage areas by placing a

number of cooperating Wi-Fi hot spots throughout the campus or urban area. This provides

the mobile user with greater wireless access as the mobile user generally can move around

the campust’urhan area while maintaining wireless connectivity. However, when the mobile

user leaves the campus/urban area, the user may lose connectivity, thus constraining the

wireless mobility of the user.

This dilemma has been addressed somewhat by cellular networks that allow mobile

devices to communicate wireless data with such cellular networks using data

communication standards, such as GSM/GPRS {Global System for Mobile

Com munications/General Packet Radio Service) or EDGE (Enhanced Data rates for GSM

Evolution). Such cellular networks generally provide much broader coverage areas than

WLANs or Wi-Fi area, so a mobile user will ordinarily have fewer restrictions on mobility

when accessing such a cellular network. Further. cellular networks typically can

accommodate roaming users by allowing users to stay connected as they travel from one

cellular network to another.

Nevertheless, mobile end-user devices often experience interruptions in service due

to drop-offs by the network (either Wi-Fi or cellular network). This problem is exacerbated

when the user is quickly moving betWeen network cells, hot spots or networks. This can be

caused, for example, (i) because the user‘s wireless access provider/protocol is not

compatible with the new cell, hot Spot or network, (ii) because the new cell. hot spot or

network is overly congested with traffic, (iii) because of faulty hand-offprocedures betwaen

the cells. hot spots, or networks, or many other-reasons.

In addition, a mobile end-user may experience other types of performance problems,

including a change ofbit rate or bandwidth during the data transmission. and a change in the

quality of service (e.g., jitter, latency, data loss, etc).

Accordingly, there exists a need for a way to alleviate or mitigate the problems

experienced by a user of mobile end-user device.

2
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SUMMARY

In one general asPect, the present invention is directed to a mobile router. The

mobile router may communication with one or more mobile devices via a local wireless

network, such as a Wi-Fi or Wi-MAX network. The mobile router may further act as a

gateway for communications from the mobile device to a backhaul network, which also in

commuuication with the mobile router via a wireless communication link. The backhaul

network may comprise a cellular network, such as a GSMIGPRS or UTMS network, or

some other type of wireless network. The backhaul network may be connected to the

Internet or other nenirork (e_g., WAN). That way, the mobile device can communicate with

a destination device connected to the Internet (or other network) via the mobile router and

the backhaul network.

Further, because the mobile router wirelessly communicates with the backhaul

network, it can m'ove with the mobile device as the mobile device moves to provide

enhanced mobile wireless connectivity for the mobile device. For example, the mobile

router can be installed, affixed or otherwise placed in a vehicle, such as a car, bus, boat, rail

car, etc, where the end user of the mobile device is a passenger (or driver). That way, the

end user can maintain wireless activity as the user moves about.

According to various embodiments, the mobile router may comprise a session proxy

module establishes two transport protocol sessions — one between the mobile router and the

mobile device, and one between the mobile router and a destination device - when the end

user seeks to communicate with the destination device through the mobile router. That way,

if the session betWeen the mobile router and a destination device goes down, the session

between the mobile router and the mobile device may remain active, thereby allowing the

mobile device to believe that the session is still active while the mobile router works to

restore the session. Also, the two sessions may use different protocols. For example, the

session between the mobile device and the mobile router may use the TCP protocol,

whereas the session between the mobile router and the destination device may use a

different protocol, such as I-IS-TCP or SCPS. Moreover, the cstablishmcnt of the two

sessions by the mobile router may be tranSparent to the end user. Also, the end user could

have the option of disabling the session proxy functionality in certain embodiments. This

may be desirable when the end user is using an application that encrypts the TC]? headers.

Another potential benefit is that when the backhau] network goes down, the session

proxy module may prevent the TCP session for the linkto the mobile device 16 from

3
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starting its back—off timers. This is advantageous because, under the TCP protocol, the

mobile device would normally assume that it cannot forward packets because of network

congestion and it would accordingly start to slow down the user’s session. In contrast, with

the session proxy module maintaining a session between the mobile router and the mobile

device that is separate from the session between the mobile router and the backhaul

network, the mobile device may not assume that network congestion is a problem and the

TCP session between mobile router and the mobile device may not slow down. Another

potential benefit is that the 'I'CP timers and congestion windows can be adjusted

dynamically so that the link may be optimized for the particular characteristics of the

backhaul network (c.g., packet loss, latency jitter, etc.).

In addition, the mobile router may comprise a session link module that monitors the

layer 2 and/or layer 3 links of the mobile router with the backhaul network. That way, when

the link monitor module detects a drop-off, the link monitor module can reestablish the link

as quickly as possible in order to minimize the interruption in service to the end user.

According to various embodiments, the link monitor module does this by sending and

monitoring test (or probing) data packets over the backhaul wireless communication link.

That way, the user does not have to restart his/her applications or sessions. The user just

typically notices that the applications}Isessions slowed for a-brief period of time while the

connection was being reestablished.

In addition, according to various embodiments. the mobile router may include a

serial data port for communicating with a serial data device connected thereto. In addition,

the mobile router may include a serial device data publication module which transmits data

from the serial device over the backhaul network to a destination device, such as a

serverfdatabasc, such that remote users could access the database to retrieve the data from

the serial device. The serial device could be, for example, a GPS receiver that records

location data for the mobile router, or another type of serial data device. In addition, rather

than transmitting the data to a serverfdatabase. a remote user could access the mobile router

to access the data from the serial device directly. Additionally. the serial interface of the

mobile router could be used to output data/command signals to the connected serial device.

These and other benefits will be apparent from the description to follow.

FIGURES

Various embodiments of the present invention are dcseribed herein by way of

example in conjunction with the following figures! wherein:
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Figure l is a block diagram of a network including a mobile router according to

various embodiments ofthe present invention;

Figure 2 is a block diagram ofa mobile router according to various embodiments of

the present invention; and

Figure 3 is a block diagram of the process flow of the link monitor module of the

mobile router according to various embodiments of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION

Figure 1 is a diagram of a network 10 according to various embodiments of the

present invention. As shown in Figure 1, the network 10 comprises a mobile router 12 in

communication with a mobile device 16 via a wireless communication link I4 (referred to

sometimes hereinafter as the "local wireless communication link 14"). The wireless

communication link 14 may be provided as part of the wireless network 15 including the

mobile router 12 and the mobile device 16. The wireless network 15 (referred to sometimes

hereinafter as the “local wireless network 15”) may be. for example, a WiFi network (e.g.,

IEEE 802.11 network), a WiMAX network (IEEE 802.16), a Bluetooth network, or any

other suitable wireless network.

The mobile device 16 may be any computer-based device capable of receiving and

transmitting data via the wireless communication link 14. For example, the mobile device

16 may be a laptOp {or notebook) computer (as shown in the example of Figure l) equipped

with a wireless network interface card, a wireless-enabled FDA, 3 pocket or palmtop

computer, a WiFi phone (e.g., a Skype phone or VoIP phone), a WiFi appliance, a Sony

PlayStation PSP or some other portable, network-enabled gaming station, a video screen, a

digital camera, an audio player. a navigation device, a security camera, an alarm device, a

wireless payment or POS device. etc.

The mobile router 12, as explained further hereinbelow, may set as a gateway

between the wireless network 15 and a backhaul network 20. The backhaul network 20 in

turn may be connected to the Internet 18 or any other network (such as an intranet or

another WAN) via a gateway 24.

The mobile router 12 may communicate with the bacldtaul network 20 via a

backhaul wireless communication link 22 (sometimes referred to hereinafter as the

“backhsul wireless communication link“). The backhaul wireless communication link 22

may be provided by a wireless network that is part of the backhaul network 20, such as a

cellular wireless network. The cellular wireless network may be, for example: a Global

5
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System for Mobile Communications/General Packet Radio Service (GSWGPRS) link; a

UMTS (Universal Mobile Telecommunications System) link; a Code Division Multiple

Access (CDMA) link; an Evolution—Data Optimized (EV-DO) link; an Enhanced Data Rates

for GSM Evolution (EDGE) link; a 368M link; a Digital Enhanced Cordless

Telecommunications (DECT) link; a Digital AMPS (IS-lSfilTDMA) link; an Integrated

Digital Enhanced Link {iDEN} link; a WiMAX link: or any other suitable wireless link.

That way, the mobile router 12 may provide wireless access for the mobile device 16 to the

Internet 18 (or other desired network).

According to various embodiments, the mobile router 12 and the mobile device 16

are co-located in a moving vehicle so that mobile router 12 is mobile and so that end-users

of the mobile device 16 can enjoy wireless connectivity to the lnternet 18 via the mobile

router 12 as the vehicle (not Show) moves through cells or nodes associated with the

wireless network 22. The moving vehicle could be, for example, a car, a truck, a bus, a

boat, a train or rail car, etc. The mobile router 12 may be mounted to the vehicle in a secure

and generally tamper-resistant location. For example, the mobile router 12 may be mounted

in the trunk of an automobile, and the end-user of the mobile device 16 may be a passenger

or driver of the automobile. That way, the end-user could enj oy wireless connectivity as the

automobile moves between cells of the wireless network 22.

Also, although only one mobile device 16 is shown in communication with the

mobile router 122 in Figure I, it should be noted that numerous mobile devices 16 may be in

communication with the mobile router 12 via the network 14. For example, in a scenario

where the mobile router 12 is routed in an automobile, more than one passenger may be

using an end—user mobile device 16 that communicates with the Internet 18 (or some other

network) via the mobile router l2 and the backhaul network 20. For example, one

passenger could be checking email on a palmtop computer device, while another passenger

may be surfing the World Wide Web, etc.

It should also be recognized, however, that the mobile router 12 does not necessarily

need to he installed in, affixed to, or otherwise placed in a mobile vehicle. For example, a

user could use the mobile router 12 at home, work, or any other stationary location, or carry

the mobile router 12 around with hirru'l'ler.

As Shown in Figure 1, a transceiver 30 may receive and transmit the wireless signals
to the mobile router 12 via the wireless communication link 22. A communication network

32 of the backhau] network 20 may communicate with the Internet 18 (or other network) via

one or more gateways 24. The communication network 32 may include conventional

6
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network elements such as servers, routers, switch, etc, and may provide wireless network

service for the mobile router 12. Of course, although only one transceiver 30 is shown in

Figure 1, it should be recognized that the backhaul network 20 may comprise a number of

such transceivers. located in different areas serviced by the backhaul network 20, such that

the mobile route: 12 may stay in communication with the hackhaul network 20 as the

mobile router 12 moves between cells or nodes of the backhaul network 20.

As shown in Figure 1, third party servers 26 may be in communication with the

Internet (or other network) 18. That way, the mobile device 16 can access the third party

servers 26 through the mobile router l2 and the backhaul network 20.

Figure 2 is a simplified block diagram of the mobile router 12 according to various

embodiments of the present invention. As shown in Figure 2, the mobile router 12 may

comprise one or more processors 40, one or more memory units 42, a backhaul network

interface 44, and a local network interface 46, that may be connected via a system bus 48.

The backhaul network interface 44 is for interfacing with the backhaul network 20.

The local network interface 26 for interfacing with the wireless netwark 15. The type of

backhaul network interface 44 may depend on the types of backhaul wireless

communication link 22 used. For example. the backhaul interface network 44 may be a
GSM/GPRS interface, a UTMS interface, so EDGE interface, a Wi-MAX interface, etc.

Similarly, the type of" local network interface 46 may depend on the type of wireless

network 15 used. For example, the local network interface 15 may be a Wi-Fi, Wi-NiAX.

or Bluetooth interface-

The processor(s) 40 may execute instruction code stored in the memory 42. The

memory 42 may be embodied as one or more computer—readable media, including Read-

Dnly~Memory (ROM) andfor Random-Access-Memory (RAM). As such, the memory 42

may comprise one or more memory chips. optical memory devices (e.g., (CD-ROM).

magnetic memory devices (e.g., disk drives), etc. The memory 42 may include a number of

software modules, including a routing module 50, a link monitor module 52, a session

proxy module 54 and a serial port data publisher module 56, that may be implemented as

software code to be executed by the processorfs) using any suitable computer instruction

type. The software code may be stored as a series of instructions or commands, or as a

program, in the memory 42.

The routing module 50 may include the code for allowing the mobile router 12 to

route data packets from the wireless network 15 to the backhaul network 20, and vice versa,

as is known in the an. The link monitor module 52, as explained further below. may

7
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monitor the layer 2 (data link or cellular layer) and layer 3 (IP or network layer) links of the

mobile router 12 with the backhaul network 20 by sending test or probing data packets. By

monitoring the packets, the link monitor module 52 can detect if either (or both) of the links

fails. That way, the mobile router 12 can take appropriate action when One of the links fails.

According to us rious embodiments, both the local wireless communication link 14

and the backhaul wireless communication link 22 may use the TCP (Transmission Control

Protocol) transport protocol for the session layer of the network proldcols. TCP is one of

the core protocols of the Internet protocol suite, often simply referred to as ‘TCPIIPI’ Using

TCP, applications on networked hosts can create connections to one another, over which

they can exchange streams of data using stream sockets. Stream sockets are a type of

internct socket which provides a connection-oriented, sequenced, and unduplicated flow of

data without record boundaries. The TCP protocol guarantees reliable and in-order delivery

of data from sender to receiver.

The TC]? protocol also uses a network congestion avoidance algorithm in order to

achieve congestion avoidance. A number of such algorithms exists and can be used. In

general, according to some algorithms, the TCP protocol specifies a maximum segment size

(M85). The sender maintains a congestion window, limiting the total number of

unacknowledged packets that may be in transit end-to-end. To avoid congestion collapse,

TCP makes a slow start when the connection is initialized and after a timeout. It starts with

a window of 2 M38. Although the initial rate is low. the rate of increase is very rapid: for

ovary packet ACKed, the congestion window increases by 1 M53 so that for every round

trip time, the congestion window has doubled. When the congestion window exceeds a

threshold, or a packet is lost, the algorithm enters a new state, called congestion avoidance.

As long as non-duplicate ACKs are received, the congestion window is additively increased

by one MSS every round trip time. When a packet is lost, duplicate ACKs will be received.

The congestion window is reduced to I MSS on a timeout event.

The session proxy module 54, as explained Further below, may act as a TCP proxy

for all 'I‘CP sessions going through the mobile router 12. That way, according to various

embodiments as described below, all end—user traffic between the end-user mobile device 16

and the destination (8.3., a server connecled lo the Internet or other network 18) may be

transparently routed through the mobile router 12. Of course, in other embodiments, the

local and backhau] wireless links 14, 22 may use a different transport protocol, and, in such

embodiments, the the session proxy module 54 may similarly act as a proxy for such other

transport protocol sessions.
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The serial port data publisher module 56 may make data received from a serial

device 36. connected to a serial port 33 ofthe mobile router 12, available from the mobile

router 12 via a TCP stream (or any other type of data stream available from the mobile

router 12).

Other, conventional components of a router, such as a memory controller, are not

illustrated in Figure 2 for the sake of convenience.

As mentioned before, the link monitor module 52 may monitor the mobile router‘s

layer 2 {data link or cellular layer) and layer 3 UP or network layer) links with the backhaul

network 20. That way, when the link monitor module 52 detects a drop-off, the link

monitor module 52 can reestablish the link as quickly as possible in order to minimize the

interruption in service to the end user. For example, in typical present-day mobile

computing scenarios, when the network drops off, the end-user's applications and network

sessions are ordinarily tenninated. Consequently, the user has to restart the applications

andfor session when the network connection is reestablished. Moreover, it typically is not

predictable when the network connection will be reestablished.

The link monitor module 52 overcomes these drawbacks by monitoring the layer 2

and 3 links, and reestablishing the connections when connectivity is lost. As explained in

more detail below, the link monitor module 52 may do this by sending and monitoring test

(or probing) data packets over the backhaul wireless communication link 22. When it

detects a failure in one or both of the links. the link monitor module 52 can take remedial

action, such as attempting to reestablish the link. It may reestablish the link before

applications on the mobile device 16 have to be restarted. That way, the user does not have

to restart hisfher applications or sessions. The userjust typically notices that the

applicationslsessions slowed for a brief period of time while the connection was being
reestablished.

The link monitor module 52 may utilize adaptive programming according to various

embodiments. That is, for example, if the backhaul network interface 44 is receiving

packets over the backhaul wireless communication link 22, the link monitor module 52 may

send less probing packets and, conversely, if the interface 44 is not receiving packets the

link monitor module 52 may send more probing packets. By monitoring packets coming in

on the interface 44, the link monitor module 52 may draw the assumption that the interface

is functioning. This means that the link monitor module 52 does not have to send test

packets across the backhaul wireless communication link 22 to verify connectivity (and

hence not wasting precious network resources). However. just because the link monitor

9
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module 52 may assume that the interface 44 is functionng does not mean that the link

monitor module 52 does not send test packets; it may just send them less frequently in

certain embodiments.

The link monitor module 52 may monitor the interface 44 to see ifit is receiving

data packets. If it is not, then the link monitor module 52 may sleep “A” number of seconds

and then proceed to the next step of doing an active probe. If the interface 44 is receiving

packets, the link monitor module 52 may then sleep longer (e-g., 10 x A seconds} before it

proceeds to the next step of doing an active probe. 80 if the backhaul wireless

communication link 22 looks like it is working, then the link monitor module 52 may send

fewer active probes on the backhaul network 20.

The remote devices that the link monitor module 52 is to monitor may be configured

to allow the link monitor module 52 to cnsurc whether the link to the particular remote

device is available. For example, links to the default route, domain name server (DNS),

andlor authentication server 19 (see Figure 1) may be monitored, as well as any device other

device on the Internet so configured.

Figure 3 is a flow chart of the process flow of the link monitor module 52 according

to various embodiments of the present invention. This process may be continually filming

in the background to monitor the layer 2 and layer 3 links on the backhaul wireless

communication link 22 of the mobile router 12.

At block 80, the link monitor module 52 may determine what its backhaul network

2.0 is (e.g. whether it is a GSMJ‘GPRS network interface, a UTMS network interface, etc).

Next, at block 82, the link monitor module 52 may determine if the appropriate backhaul

network driver is loaded. If not, at block 96, the driver is reloaded and, if successful, the

process returns to block 92 (described further below). If at block 32 it is determined that the

driver is loaded, the process advances to block 84. where the link monitor module 52

determines whether packets are being received on the backhaul network interface 44. This

is a check of its layer 3 -~ or network layer — status (0C1 Model). If so, the process

advances to block 86, where the link monitor module 52 goes into sleep mode for a brief

period of time (xx seconds) because the network connection is active.

If at block 84 it is determined that packets are not being received over the backhaul

wireless connection 22, the process advances to block 88, where the link monitor module 52

may determine if the layer 2, or data link layer, is established with a particular remote

device (e.g.. a device that is part of the communications network 32 or connected to the

Internet 18). In one embodiment. the point-to-point protocol (“PPP”) may be used for the

10
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layer 2 link (0C1 Model). FF? is a protocol used to establish a direct connection hetWecn

two nodes 'and is described by described by Internet Engineering Task Force ([EI'F) RFC

1661. Thus, at block 88, the link. monitor module 52 may determine of the PPP link is

established. Of course, in other embodiment, a different direct link protocol could be used.

If the PPP link is not established, the process may advance to block 92, where the

PPP is restarted to establish the PPP link to the remote device. If that operation is

successful, or if at block 88 it is determined that the PPP link is established, the process

advances to block 90 where the link monitor module 52 determines if it has a default route

to the remote device. In routing technology, a default route, also sometimes called a

"gateway of last resort." is the network route used by a router when no other known route

exists for a given data packets destination address. All the packets for destinations not

known by the router‘s routing table are sent to the default route. This route generally leads

to another router, which treats the packet the same way. If the route is known, the packet

will get forwarded to the known route. If not, the packet is forwarded to the default-route of

the router which generally leads to another router, and so on. Once the router with a known

route to a host destination is reached, the router deter-mines which route is valid by finding

the most specific match. The network with the longest subnet mask that matches the

destination IP address wins.

Hence, the default route may be a connection to the remote device that is different

from the direct connection. If there is a default route, the process may advance to b10ck 94,

where the link monitor module 52 may determine whether the remote device is reachable

Via the default route. If, at block 90 it is determined that there is no default route, the

process may return to block 88 where the PPP link is attempted to be established.

The process also advances to block 90 from block 86 after the brief sleep period. If

I at block 90 it is determined that the mobile router 12 has a default route, the process

advances to block 94 where the link monitor module 52 determines if the default route is

reachable. If the default route is not reachable, the process returns to block 88, wherein the

PPP link is attempted to be reestablished-

If at block 92 the PPP protocol is unable to be restarted after x number of attempts,

the process advances to block 96, where the card driver for the backhaul network interface

44 is reloaded. If at block 66 the card driver is not successfully loaded after a number (“x")

of attempts, the process advances to block 98, where the link monitor module 52 attempts to

reload the CardBus driver (or other similar driver for mobile routers that do not use

CardBus). A CardBus is PCMCIA (Personal Computer Memory Card International

ll
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Association) 5.0 or later (e.g., JEIDA 4.2 or later) 32-bit PCMCIA card. CardBus is

effectively a 32-bi t, 33 MHZ PC] (Peripheral Component Interconnect) bus in the PC card

form factor. CardBus includes bus masts ring. which allows a controller on the bus to talk to

other devices or memory without going through the CPU.

If that procese is successful, the process returns to block 96', where the card driver is

again attempted to be reloaded. If at block 98 attempts are unsuccessful in reloading the

CardBus driver (or other similar driver). the process, according to various embodiments,

advances to block 100, wherein the mobile router 12 is rebooted. From there, the process

may return back to block 30.

Returning to block 94, where it is determined if the default route is reachable, if it is

not available. the process may advance, according to various embodiments. to block 102.

where the domain name server (DNS) for the mobile router is detennined. Then, at block

104. it is determined whether the DNS is reachable. If it is, according to various

embodiments, at block 106, the authentication server 19 (see Figure l) for the mobile router

12 is determined. "than, at block “)8, it is determined whether the authentication server 19

is reachable. Ifso, the process advances to block I l0, where the link monitor module 52

enters brief sleep mode, during which no test packets are sent. Alter the brief sleep, the

process returns to block 84 for a rte-check of the layer 3 link

If the DNS server is not reachable at block 104 or if the authentication server is not

reachable at block 108. the process returns to block 88. where the PPP link (layer 2 link) is

assessed, as explained above.

Some parameters in the process may be configurable- For example, certain time

periods used by the various timers may be configurable. The parameters may be factory

configurable, remotely configurable over a network, andlor self-adapting. In addition, in

various embodiments, the user may be able to configure certain parameters.

In addition, the process can be fore—tuned and optimized for a particular backhaul

network and/er usage pattern. The objective of the tuning and optimization may be to

deliver the highest data throughput, fastest network drop-off detections, and fastest network

reconnection. For example, the targets being probed can be changed. For example, the

mobile router 12 may probe the session manager 29 in a network operations center (NOC)

30 (see Figure 1), or other devices connected to the network 18. Also, rather than active

probing, the mobile router 12 may only listen to the backhaul network interface 44. This

latter approach may be advantageous when the network 18 is a WAN (or other type of

tie-Merit) with low bandwidth.

12
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The point-to-point protocol ("PPP") startup script may execute continuously until it

makes a successful connection- The failure that is shown in Figure 3 at block 88 is if the

PPP startup script is not successful in communicating with the backhaul network card x

number of times. If the PPP staflup script cannot make a connection it likely is because the

mobile router 12 is out of coverage and not because it or the network failed. Howrever, if

PPP connection is unable to be established after a relatively long duration {c.g., over one

hour), the link monitor module 52 may proceed with the failure path (step 92).

A common problem experienced in the prior art by cellular network users is that the

data connection is sometimes lost. When this occurs, applications running on the mobile

device (that is connected to the cellular network) stop running, and have to be restarted

when the TCP session is rc-cstablishcd.

This problem can be overcome by the session proxy module 54 of the mobile router

12. Returning to Figure 2, the session proxy module 54 may act as a session proxy for all

sessions [e.g., TCP sessions) going through the mobile router 12. That is, for example,

when a local end-user seeks to establish a TCP session from their local end-user device

(such as the mobile device 14 Figure l) with a dostinaliou (such as a third party server 26

connected to the network 18, see Figure l), the session proxy module 54 may terminate the

TCP session coming from the mobile device 16 and, instead, establish a TCP (or some other

protocol) session on the backhaul network interface 26 with the destination 26. The mobile

router 12 may also maintain a separate TCP session with the mobile device 16 over the local

wireless communication link 14. That way, all end-user traffic between the end—user and

the destination may be transparently routed through the mobile router 12 on the two

separate sessions. That way, one session going down (such as the backhaul wireless

communication link 22) need not negatively affect the other session {such as the session

between the mobile router 222 and the mobile device 16).

By doing this, several benefits may be achieved. For example, when the backhaul

network link 22 goes down (which is sometimes not uncommon for cellular networks), the

session proxy module 54 can maintain a TCP session to the local end user (e.g., at the

mobile device 16). That way, if applications running on the mobile device 16 are dependent

upon a TCP session, the applications may continue to run because there is a TC? session

with the mobile router 12, even though the TCP session Over the backhaul wireless

communication link 22 is lost. ”When the backhaul network communication link 22 comes

back, the end—user may be able to keep running its applications and session without having

to restart the applications.

13
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Another potential benefit is that when the backhaul network link 22 goes down. the

session proxy module 54 can prevent the TCP session for the link to the mobile device 16

from slaning its back-of1' timers. This is advantageous because, under the TCP protocol, the

mobile device 16 would normally assume that it cannot forward packets because of network

congestion: and it would accordingly start to slow down the user’s session. In contrast, with

the session proxy module 54 maintaining a TCP session between the mobile router 12 and

the mobile device 16, the mobile 16 device would not assume that network congestion is a

problem and the TCP session between mobile router 12 and the mobile device 16 the should
not slow down.

Another potential benefit is that the TCP timers and congestion windows can be

adjusted dynamically so that the link is optimized for the particular characteristics of the

backhaul network (e.g., packet loss, latency jitter, etc.). For example, if the network has a

high packet loss, the MTU (maximum transmission unit) may be made smaller to increase

the likelihood that sent data packets will successfully reach their destination. “MTU” refers

to the size (in bytes) of the largest data packet that a given layer of a communications

protocol can pass onwards. Alternatively, if the network has relatively little packet loss and

high throughput, the MTU may be increased so as to further increase throughput.

In another embodiment, instead of a TCP session, the session proxy module 54

could establish a different type of protocol session with the user‘s destination that is

designed to run over high latency links. Such high-latency links may be HSwTCP (High

Speed TOP) or SCPS (Space Communications Protocol Specifications). HS-TCP uses a

new congestion control algorithm for TCP that is described in RFC 3649. The SCPS is set

of extensions to existing protocols and new protocols developed by the Consultative

Committee for Space Data Systems (CCSDS). The SCPS protocol is defined in ISO

Standards 15894 (file transfer), 15893 [transport layer). 15892 (security layer) and 1589]

(ironwork layer).

In such an embodiment, therefore, there may be a TCP session between the mobile

device 16 and the mobile router I 2 Over the local wireless communication link 14, and a

separate high latency protocol session (e.g., HS-TCP or SCPS) between the mobile router

12 and the destination over the backhaul network 20. Moreover, the establishment of the

high—latency link on the backhaul network 20 may be done transparently to the local end-

user by the session proxy module 54.

In addition. in various embodiments, the local end-user could be given the option of

disabling the session proxy module 54. A user of the mobile device 16 may disable the

14
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session proxy module 54, for example, through a control panel for the mobile router 12

displayed on the mobile device. Also, the mobile router l 2 may have a switch or push-

button that allows a user to disable the session proxy module 54. It may be desirable for a

user to disable the session proxy module 54 when the user wants to maintain a TCP session

with the destination. For example, certain types of virtual private networks (VPNS), such as

IPSEC VPNs, encrypt the TCP headers. IPSEC (1P security) is a suite ofprotocols for

securing Internet Protocol (IP) communications by authenticating and/or encrypting each IP

packet in a data stream. If the TCP headers were encrypted, the session proxy module 54

would ordinarily not- bc able to decrypt the headers of the TCP data packets and, therefore,

could not appropriately transmit the packets on a nonJI‘CP session. In such a circumstance.

the user may desire to disable the session proxy module 54. Other types of VPNs, however,

such as secure sockets layer (881.) VPNs, do not encrypt the TCP headers, so the local end-

user may not want or need to disable the session proxy module 54 when such a SSL VPN is

being used. _

Referring to Figure 2, the serial port data publisher module 56 may take data

received from the serial device 36 connected to the serial port 38 of the mobile router 12

and make the data available via a TCP stream (or some other type of data stream, such as

HS-TCP or SCPS data stream). The serial port data publisher module 56 and, via the

backhaul network 20 and Internet 18, populate a remote database 25 with the data from the

device 36. That way, the data from the serial device 36 can be remotely accessed via the

Internet IS.

The serial device 36 may communicate with the mobile router 12 using any suitable

serial data protocol, including the USB (Universal Serial Bus) standard, the RS~232

standard. the RS—485 standard, or the IEEE 1394 (FireWire) standard, for example.

The serial device 36 may be any suitable type of serial device, such as, for example,

a GPS receiver. In an embodiment where the serial device 36 is a GPS receiver, this allows

the location data for the GPS receiver (and hence the location data for the mobile router 12)

to be remotely accessible by others. In an application where the mobile router 12 is

installed in a mobile vehicle such as a car or truck, such location data could be used for a

variety of applications, including:

o a company could access the database 25 to determine the current location of

its vehicles;

15
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. a companyI could determine and analyze where its vehicles have been,

including such things as determining time spent in traffic jams, loading

docks, etc.;

a track a stolen vehicle;

. determining optimal routes for delivery companies;

I collection of real-time traffic data, which can be analyzed and/or shared with

traffic condition publication services; or

II collection of historical traffic data, which could be used for traffic planning

purposes.

In various embodiments, the stream produced by the serial port data publisher

module 56 may be compliant with a protocol standard, such as the RFC 2217 "Telnet Com

Port Control Option” protocol, so that end-user devices that support the standard could use

The data. This may be useful for Windows-based computers, because such computers could

use standard, otY~the-shelf mapping applications with a GPS device to be attached to the

local machine. The end-user could install 8. RFC 2217 compliant driver on their Windows

computer and could make the GPS data from the mobile router 12 appear as local GPS data

on their Windows computer. And since the GPS data from the mobile router 12 would be

accessible over an IP network (e.g., the Internet 18), the remote user’s Windows computer

could access the data from anywhere on the Internet.

The above-described examples were based on a GPS device as the serial device 36

connected to the mobile router 12. It should be recognized that other types of serial data

devices 36 may be used and similar data publication processes could be used for such serial

data devices so that the data from the serial device may be accessed via the Internet (or

other network) I 8. For example, in other embodiments the Serial device 36 may be a

vehicle telemntics device. Such a. vehicle telematics device may capture data regarding the

performance and operation of" the vehicle (e.g., diagnostic data) in which the device is

installed. Such data may then be published by the mobile router 12 and stored in the

database 25, for example, such that it is accessible by third parties via the Internet 13.

In another embodiment, the serial device 36 may be a point-of-sale (PCS) device

that captures sale or payment information. That way, the POS data may be published to the

database 25 such that it is accessible via the Internet 18.

In other embodiments, the serial data device 36 could be, for example, a remote

control for an in—car entertainment system (e.g., downloading music, video, games, etc., to
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third party systems) or a device for interfacing to existing communication systems (e.g..

police radios, etc).

in addition, rather than transmitting the data to a central server (e.g.. database 25}, a

remote user could access the mobile router 12 to access the data from the serial device 36

directly. For example, in one embodiment, an authenticated remote user could access an

authentication server 23 (see Figure 1) to determine the address of the mobile router 12.

The remote user could then use that address to communicate with the mobile router 12

directly. Similarly, a local end-user of the mobile router 12 could access the data from the

serial device via the local wireless network 14.

Additionally, according to various embodiments, the serial interface 38 of the

mobile router 12 can be used to output datalcomrnand signals to the connected serial device

36. For example, from a remote location a signal/message can be sent to the mobile router

12 in order to have the signal/message sent output by the serial port 38 to the serial device.

where the signal/message causes the serial device 36 to take some sort of action. For

instance, the signal/message may activate the serial device 36. For example. where the

mobile router 12 is installed in a car, the serial device 36 may be device capable of

controlling components and/or systems of the car. For example, the serial device 36 may be

able to shut of the engine (such as in the case of theft), unlock the doors in case of

inadvertent locking, activate alarm functions, etc. The serial device 36 mayr also, according

to various embodiments, perform payment functions, download data, receive advertising,

entertainment, gaming, andfor information, as well as perform network management and

control.

While various embodiments of the present invention have been described herein. it

should be recognized that other modifications, substitutions and alternatives may be

apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art. For example, certain of the steps of Figure 3

may be performed in different order or simultaneously. Such modifications, substitutions

and alternatives can be made without departing fiom the spirit and scope of the invention.
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CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

l. A mobile router comprising:

a local network interface for wirelessly communicating with a mobile device via a

local wireless network;

a backhaul netwmk interface for wirelessly communicating with a backhsul network;

one or more processors;

at serial data device interface for communicating with a serial data device connected to

the interface; and

a memory in communication with the one or more processors and the serial data

device interface, wherein the memory stores instructions which, when executed by

the one or more processors. cause the one or more processors to transmit data

received from the serial data device over the backhaul network to a destination

device.

2. The mobile router of claim 1, wherein:

the serial data device connected to the serial data device interface comprises a GPS

receiver; and

the data transmitted by the mobile router over the backhaul network to the destination

device comprises location data from the GPS receiver.

3. The mobile router of claim 1, wherein the serial data device comprises a serial data

device selected From the group consisting of a GPS receiver, a vehicle telematics device, a

point-of—sale (P08) device, and a remote control.

4. The mobile router of claim I, wherein the memory additionally stores instructions

which, when executed by the one or more processors. cause the one or more processors to:

monitor the layer 2 and layer 3 links of the mobile router for the backhaul network;

and

reestablish the network connection to the backhaul network when a failure of the layer

2 andi’or layer 3 link is detected.

5. The mobile router of claim 4. wherein the memory stores instructions which, when

executed by the one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to monitor the

18
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layer 2 and layer 3 links by sending test packets to a destination device over the backhaul

network.

6. The mobile router of claim 5. wherein the memory stores instructions which, when

executed by the one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to adapt the

frequency at which test packets are sent to the destination device based on whether the

network connection to the backhaul network is active.

7. The mobile router of claim 6, wherein the memory stores instructions which, when

executed by the one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to send test packets

to the destination device less frequently when the network connection to the backhaul

network is active.

3. The mobile router of claim 1, wherein the memory additionally stores instructions

which, when executed by the one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to:

deteet an attempt by the mobile device to establish a transport protocol session

between the mobile device and a destination device through the mobile router

over the local wireless network and the backhoe! network; and

initiate, when the attempt to establish the protocol session is detected, a first

replacement transport protocol session between the mobile router and the

mobile device over the local wireless network and a second replacement

transport protocol session between the mobile router and the destination

device over the backhanl network.

9. The mobile router of claim 7, wherein the memory additionally stores instructions

which. when executed by the one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to:

detect an attempt by the mobile device to establish a transport protocol session

bctwccn the mobile device and a destination device through the mobile router

over the local wireless network and the backhaul network; and

initiate, when the attempt to establish the protocol session is detected, a first

replacement transport protocol session between the mobile router and the

mobile device over the local wireless network and a second replacement

transport protocol session between the mobile router and the destination

device over the backhaul network.

19
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10. The mobile router of claim 1, wherein the local wireless network comprises a Wi-Fi

network.

I l. The mobile router of claim 1 , wherein the local wireless network comprises a Wi-

MAX network.

12. The mobile router ofelairn 1, wherein the backhaul network comprises a cellular

network.

13. The mobile router of claim 12, wherein the cellular network comprises a GSWGPRS

network.

14. The mobile router of claim 12, wherein the cellular network comprises a UM‘I‘S

network.

15. The mobile router of claim 9, wherein the backhaul network comprises a cellular

network.

16. The mobile router of claim 15, wherein the cellular network comprises a GSWGPRS

network.

17. The mobile router of claim 15, wherein the cellular network comprises a UNITS

network.

IS. The mobile router of claim 15, wherein the local wireless network comprises a Wi-Fi

network.

19. The mobile router of claim 15, wherein the local wireless network comprises a Wi-

MAX network.

20. The mobile router of claim I, wherein the mobile device is a wireless-enabled

computer device selected from the group consisting of a laptop equipped with a wireless

network interface card. a wireless-enabled FDA, 3 pocket computer, a WiPi phone, a WiFi

20
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appliance, a portable, nelwork—enabled gaming statiorl, a video screen, a digital camera, an

audio player. a navigation device, a security camera, an alarm device, a wireless payment

device, and a wireless POS device.

2! _ The mobile router of claim I, wherein the mobile router is installed in a vehicle.

22. The mobile router of claim 21, wherein the vehicle is a vehicle selected from the

group consisting of an automobile, a truck, a rail car, a bus. and a boat.

23. A method comprising:

receiving, by a mobile router From a serial data device that is connected to a serial

data device interface of the mobile router, data from the serial data device,

wherein the mobile router is in communication with a mobile device via a

local wireless communication link and wherein the mobile router is in

communication with a backhaul network; and

transmitting, by the mobile router; the serial data received from the serial data device

to a destination device over the backhaul network.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein:

the serial data device connected to the serial data device interface comprises-1a GPS

receiver; and

transmitting the data comprises transmitting location data from the GPS receiver.

25. The method of claim 23, wherein the serial data device comprises a serial data device

so looted from the group consisting of a GPS receiver, a vehicle telematics device. a point-of-

sale (P08) device, and a remote control.

26. The method of claim 23, further comprising:

monitoring the layer 2 and layer 3 links of the mobile router for the backhaul network;

and

reestablishing the network connection to the backhattl network when a failure of the

layer 2 andfor layer 3 link is detected.

21
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27. The method of claim 26. wherein monitoring the layer 2 and layer 3 links comprises

sending test packets to a destination device over the backhoe] network.

28. The method of claim 27, further comprising adapting the frequency at which test

packets are sent to the destination device based on whether the network connection to the

backhaul network is active.

29. The method of claim 28, wherein adapting comprises sending test packets to the

destination device less frequently when the network connection to the backhaul network is

active.

30. The method of claim 23, further comprising:

detecting an attempt by the mobile device to establish a transport protocol session

between the mobile device and a destination device through the mobile router

over the local wireless network and the backhaul network; and

initiating, when the attempt to establish the protocol session is detected, a first

replacement transport protocol session between the mobile router and the

mobile device over the local wireless network and a second replacement

transport protocol session between the mobile router and the destination

device over the backhaul network.

3 l . The method of claim 29, further comprising:

detecting an attempt by the mobile device to establish a transport protocol session

between the mobile device and a destination device through the mobile router

over the local wireless network and the backhaul network; and

initiating, when the attempt to establish the protocol session is detected, a first

replacement transport protocol session between the mobile router and the

mobile device over the local wireless network and a second replacement

transport protocol session between the mobile router and the destination

device over the backhaul network.

32- The method of claim 23, wherein the local wireless network comprises a Wi-Fi
network.

22
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33. The method of claim 2.3, wherein the local wireless network comprises a Wi-MAX

network.

34. The method of claim 23, wherein the backhanl network comprises a cellular network.

35. The method of claim 34, wherein the cellular network comprises a GSWGPRS

network.

36. The method of claim 34, wherein the cellular network comprises 23 UNITS network.

37’. The method of claim 31, wherein the backhaul network comprises a cellular network.

38. The method of claim 37, wherein the cellular network comprises a GSWGPRS
network.

39. The method of claim 37, wherein the cellular network comprises a UMTS network.

40. The method of claim 37, wherein the local wireless network comprises a Wi-Fi

network.

41. The method of claim 3-7, wherein the local wireless network comprises a Wi-MAX

network.

42. The method of claim 23, wherein the mobile device is a wireless-enabled computer

device selected from the group consisting of a laptop equipped with a wirclcss network

interface card, a wireless-enabled PDA, a pocket computer, a WiFi phone, a WiFi appliance,

a portable, network-enabled gaming station, a video screen, a digital camera. an audio player.

a navigation device, a security camera, an alarm device, a wireless payment device, and a

wireless POS device.

43. The method of claim 23, wherein the mobile router is installed in a vehicle.

44- The method of claim 43, wherein the vehicle is a vehicle selected from the group

consisting of an automobile, a truck, a rail car, a bus, and a boat.

23
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WIRELESS VOIP HEADSET WITH CALL ORIGINATION

£A_P;A_B_HJTY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The use ofVoice over Internet Protocol (V01?) is a fast growing trend in the

telephony industry, displacing circuit switch analog and digital telecom systems. Voice

over Internet Protocol transmits voice over a data network utilizing Internet Protocol (IP)

data packets. In VoIP, analog Speech signals received from an audio source are digitized,

compressed, and translated into IP packets for transmission over an IP network such as

the Internet. Some benefits of VolP include cost savings and new applications. For

example, VoIP can be used to bypass the toll structure imposed by the service providers

that operate the PSTN or combined with other Internet services such as embedding voice

mail messages into user e-mail. Typically, in a business environment a VoIP phone

connects to the corporate data network through an Ethernet connection, either wired

(IEEE 802.3) or wireless (IEEE 802. l l).

[0002] The proliferation of IEEE 802.1 1 WiFi networks extends the reach of VoIP

solutions into wireless edge devices. In the prior art, wireless Vol? handsets are

examples of wireless edge devices that have been developed. However, such devices are

neither handsfree or discreet. Most wireless VolP telephones are rather large, having

either a handset form factor or being a laptop based sofiphone. In the prior an, IEEE

802.1 1 based headsets have been dernoustrated, but lack the ability to originate calls.

Thus, they are not a true telephone and have limited utility.

[0003] As a result, there is a need for impmved methods and apparatuses for wireless

Vol? telephone devices.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0004] The present invention will be readily understood by the following detailed

description in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, wherein like reference

numerals designate like structural elements.

[0005] FIG. 1 illustrates a simplified block diagram of a wireless VolP headset in

one example of the invention.

[0006] FIG. 2 illustrates a system view ofa wireless VoIP headset in use in one

example of the invention.

[0007] FIG. 3 illustrates a system view ofa wireless VolP headset in use With server

based voice recognition in a further example of the invention.

[0008] FIG. 4 illustrates a system view ofa wireless VolP headset in use with an

adjunct computing device in a further example of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC EMBODIMENTS

[0009] Methods and apparatuses for wireless VoIP telephones in a headset form

factor are disclosed. The following description is presented to enable any person skilled

in the art to make and use the invention. Descriptions of specific embodiments and

applications are provided only as examples and various modifications will be readily

apparent to those skilled in the art. The general principles defined herein may be applied

to other embodiments and applications without departing from the spirit and scepe of the

invention. Thus, the present invention is to be accorded the widest scope encompassing

numerous alternatives, modifications and equivalents consistent with the principles and

features disclosed herein. For purpose of clarity, details relating to technical material that
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is known in the technical fields related to the invention have not been described in detail

so as not to unnecessarily obscure the present invention.

[0010] The invention relates to the general field ofVoice over lntemet Protocol and

more specifically, to a wireless VoIP telephone device in the form factor of a headset.

This description describes a method and apparatus for a wireless VoIP headset with call

origination functionality, allowing complete handsfree communication. In one example,

the wireless VoIP headset allows for call origination using embedded voice recognition

and self-contained directory- In a further example, the wireless VoIP headset allows for

call origination by automatically originating a call to a voice recognition server. In a

further example, the wireless Vol? headset allows for call origination by receiving call

data from an associated wireless adjunct device.

[0011] The wireless VoIP headset telephone can allow handsfree communication

throughout an enterprise wherever there is wireless LAN access. Unlike point-to-point

devices, such as DECT based headsets, there are no range limitatioas. By incorporating

call origination capabilities, the headset device becomes a full telephone rather than a

simple peripheral to a desk or mobile phone. The wireless VoIP headset has an IP

address, either fixed or dynamically assigned using a protocol such as DHCP, and resides

on the packet network, potentially having access to the Internet with all its resources,

enabling future applications that draw on the information available on the Internet.

Example use cases include the ability to originate and receive phone calls discreetly

through local hot spots or other Wi-Fi enabled locations. Multimedia versions of the

VoIP headset telephone can incorporate streaming audio access from the Internet or local

computer.
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[0012] in one example ofthe invention, a wireless Voll‘ headset includes a speaker, a

microphone, an IEEE. 802.1 1 transceiver, and a codec for convening an analog audio

signal to a digital audio signal and encoding the digital audio signal. The codec also

decodes a receive digital audio signal for output to the speaker. The headset further

includes a controller which processes the digital audio signal to generate IP packets and

implements a Vol? call control protocol. The headset includes a computer readable

memory storing instructions that when executed by the controller cause the wireless VolP

headset to Perform a method for originating a VoIP call. The method includes, receiving

a spoken name or number from a user at the microphone, interpreting the spoken nameor

number usmg voice recognition, comparing the spoken name or number to a directory

stored in the computer readable memory, and generating 3 Vol? call origination request

message.

[0013] In one example ofthe invention. a wireless Vol? headset includes a speaker, a

microphone for receiving speech energy from a near end user to generate an analog audio

signal, and a codec for convening the analog audio signal to a digital audio signal and

encoding the digital audio signal. The codec also decodes a receive digital audio signal

for output to the speaker. The headset also includes an [EEE 802.11 transceiver and a

controller for processing the digital audio signal to generate IP packets and implementing

a VoIP call control protocol. The headset includes a computer readable memory storing

instructions that when executed by the controller cause the wireless VolP headset to

perform a method for originating a call. The method includes automatically connecting

to a voice recognition server upon activation of the wireless VoIP headset by a user.

[0014] In one example of the invention, a VoIP telephone system includes a

computing device and a wireless VoIP headset. The computing device includes 8
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memory storing a name and phone number directory and a first IEEE 802.11 transceiver.

The wireless VoIP headset includes a second IEEE 802.1 1 transceiver, a speaker, and a

microphone for receiving speech energy from a near end user to generate an analog audio

signai. A codec converts the analog audio signal to a digital audio signal and encodes the

digital audio signal. The codec also decodes a reeeive digital audio signal for output to

the speaker. The headset further includes a controller for processing the digital audio

signal to generate IP packets and implementing a VoIP call control protocol. The headset

includes a computer readable memory storing instructions that when executed by the

controller cause the wireless VolP headset to perform a method for originating a call.

The method includes receiving a user directory selection from the computing device

through the first IEEE 802.11 transceiver to the second IEEE 802.11 transceiver, and

generating a VOIP call origination request message responsive to the user directory

selection.

[0015] In one example of the invention, a method for initiating a VoIP telephone call

includes providing a wireless VoIP headset. The wireless VoIP headset includes a

speaker, a microphone, a codes, a controller, a first memory, and a first IEEE 802.1 1

transceiver for wireless conununications with an IEEE 802.11 access point. The method

further includes providing a computing device including a second memory storing a name

and phone number directory, and a second IEEE 802.! l transceiver for wireless

communications with an IEEE 802.] 1 access point. The method includes receiving a

user selection at the computing device from the name and phone number directory,

transmitting the user selection from the computing device to the wireless VoIP headset

via the lEEE 802.1 l access point, and generating a Vol? call origination request message

at the wireless VolP headset responsive to the user selection.
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[0016] In one example of the invention, a method for initiating a VoIP telephone call

includes providing a wireless VoIP headset. The wireless VoIP headset includes a

speaker, a microphone, a codec, a controller, a first memory, and a first IEEE 802.11

transceiver for wireless communications with an IEEE 802.1 1 access point. The method

includes providing a computing device having a second memory storing a name and

phone number directory, and a wired IEEE 802.3 network connection to the IEEE 302.13

access point. The method further includes receiving a user selection at the computing

device from the name and phone number directory, transmitting the user selection from

the computing device to the wireless VoiP headset via the [BER 802.1 I access point, and

generating a VoIP call origination request message at the wireless VoIP headset

responsive to the user selection.

[0017] FIG. 1 illustrates a simplified block diagram of a wireless VolP headset 100

in one example of the invention. VoIP headset 100 is operable as a Vol? telephone with

call origination capability. Wireless VolP headset 100 includes an iEEB 802.1 1 radio

transceiver 2 along with an associated host controller 4. Host controller 4 interfaces with

memory 30. For example, memory 30 may include a combination ofnon-volatile and

volatile memory, including flash memory and SDRAM.

[0013] Wireless VoIP headSet 100 has a speaker 14 and a microphone 16. A codec

10 includes an analog-to-digital (AID) converter for converting the signals received from

microphone 16 to digital form. The digital signals are encoded by codec [0. A control

interface 32 transfers data between host controller 4 and codec 10. Codec ll] also

includes a DXA converter for converting digital audio for playback over speaker I4.

[0019] The output of codec ID is provided to host controller 4 through audio interface

34. Additionally. codec 10 receives the output ofhost controller 4 through audio

6
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interface 34. in one example of the invention, codec 10 encodes the digital signals

received from the ND converter using pulse code modulation (POM) and transfers them

to host controller 4. For example, 16 bit, 3 kSampleslsec encoding may he used for

telephony or 16 bit, 16 kSarnplesfsec encoding may be used for wideband applications.

Other examples of VoIP audio codec formats include, without limitation, linear PCM and

iLBC, and ITU-T recommendations (3.711. G.729, G.723, (3.726, and (3.722.

[0020] A digital signal processor (DSP) may perform a variety of audio signal

processing functions known in the art to improve the sound qualityr of the encoded audio

received from codcc 10 and to improve voice recognition accuracy or sound quality of

the transmit voice signal. The DSP may also perform processing on a receive signal prior

to output to speaker 14 through coder; 10. Such processing may include echo

cancellation, noise reduction, and multiband compression. Noise reduction may be

employed to mitigate the effects of various types ofnoise in the system. A wide variety

of techniques may be used which separate the desirable signal, i.c., speech from the

person currently talking, from various sources of interference, e.g., peripheral noise, far

end-speech, etc. Such techniques may include the use of, for example, Wiener filters,

noise gates, spectral subtraction, and other techniques known in the art-

[0021] Host controller 4 controls the operation ofwireless VoIP headset 100 and

processes the PCM audio to form data packets for wireless transmission and reception of

packets over an IEEE 802.11 network using an IEEE 802.11 transceiver 2 and antenna

36. Host controller 4 is programmed with associated computer program instructions to

perform the functionalities described herein.

[0022] The ITU-T standardizes PCM, ADPCM, and CELP coding schemes in its G-

series recommendations. Example voice coding standards for telephony and packet voice
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include 6.?11, 0.722, (3.723, 6.726, and 6.729. (3.?“ describes 64 kbps PCM voice

coding. 0.726 describes ADPCM coding at 16, 24, 32, and 40 kbps. G. 729 describes

CELP compression that enables voice to be coded into 8 kbps streams. The number of

speech samples sent in one packet can be varied. For example, 6.729 coding generates a

speech sample every 10 ms. The Cisco [OS VolP product places two speech samples

within one packet. In a further example of the invention, four or more speech samples

may be placed in each packet.

[0023] In one example of the invention, a standards based VolP telephone stack and a

standards based lEEE 802.1 ] software protocol stack are utilized. In one example,

wireless VoIP headset 100 utilizes a Linux operating system with open technology VolP

software. In one example, a multi-threaded VolP application is used which utilizes a link

manager which supplements IEEE 802.1 1 driver service for roaming from AP to AP, a

SIP stack, and an RTP stack.

[0024] Host controller 4 monitors the activity of the wireless VolP headset IOO and

receives input from various user interface components including, for example, a call

initiate, answer. and terminate button, a volume encoder, a mute circuitfswitch, and an

onfofi‘ circuit. Host controller 4 also has input/“output interfaces including, for example

visual indicators. The headset user interface includes a means to be alerted of an

incoming call and a means to answer the call. The headset user interface includes a

means to originate a phone call, as described in further detail below.

[0025] As discussed above, wireless VoIP headset 100 is configured to receive and

transmit digital data or packets over a wireless IEEE 802.1 1 interface. Packets are

received and transmitted using a IEEE 802.11 transceiver chip set. The wireless VolP

headset 100 includes a suitable antenna 36 for transmitting and reeeiving the packets.
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[0026] Host controller 4 is operable to perform fmctions necessary to implement

VoIP. For example, host controller 4 operates as a system control unit providing call

control (such as H.225 and H.245 call control), messaging, capability exchange, and

signaling ofcommands for proper operation of the VolP functions ofthe wireless VoIP

headset 100. In one example of the invention, host controller 4 implements Session

Initiation Protocol (SIP). SIP is an application-layer signaling protocol over IP networks

designed for creating and terminating sessions such as phone calls.

[0027] In a further example of the invention. host controller 4 implements the H.323

International Telecommunication Union Telecommunication Standardization Sector

(ITU—T) specification For transmitting audio, video. and data across an Internet Protocol

network, including the Internet. H.323 defines a set of call control, channel setup, and

codec specifications for transmitting real time audio and video over packet data networks.

In an H.323 network, the IP network may connect to a PSTN via a H.323 gateway, which

serves to interface between the packet based IP network and other networks such as the

PSTN. In furthers examples. other VoIP call-control protocols may be used. Such VoIP

call control protocols include Simple Gateway Control Protocol [SGCP) and Into-met

Protocol Device Control (IPDC).

[0028] A real time transport protocol (RTP) header may be added. VoiP is carried

out with an RTPI'UDPITP packet header. An IP header includes a source address field and

a destination address field. A UDP header includes four fields: source port, length,

destination port, and checksum. An RTP header includes a sequence number field and

timestamp field. RTP is the standard for transmitting delay sensitive traffic such as audio

across packet-based networks. RTP resides on top of UDP and IP, giving receiving

stations information that is not available in the connectionless UDPIIP streams- Such
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information includes sequence information and timestamping. Sequencing information is

included in the RT? header to determine whether the packets are arriving in order. Time—

stamping information is included in the RTP header to determine when the enclosed data

should be replayed to the headset speaker. A data buffer, commonly referred to as a

"jitter bufier”, is used to store the received data until the RTP clock reaches the time

indicated in the timestamp.

[0029] Wireless VoIP headset 100 is capable of call origination. To originate a call it

is newssary to generate a destination phone number and an origination request. in one

example, wireless VolP headset 100 utilizes embedded voice recognition for call

origination. A self contained directory 28 associating names and phone numbers is stored

in memory 30, along with a voice recognition engine 24 and call origination application

26. This allows the destination to be determined from spoken dial-by-number

recognition or by dial-bymame or other means (e.g., operator, reception, help desk)

drawing on a self contained directory 28. This directory may be loaded into the headset

memory 30 either over the air or through other synchronization means, perhaps to the

user’s Microsoft Outlook address book on his/her computer. The directory may contain

SIP URls which are used directly to originate calls. Alternatively, the directory may

contain phone numbers which are used to construct a SIP URI using the method

described below. Spoken names or numbers are interpreted by the voice recognition

engine 24 at call origination application 26 and the result used to generate an origination

request message using the chosen VoIP signaling mechanism such as SIP.

[0030] In SIP, the call origination request message is an INVITE request sent by the

SIP user agent wireless VolP headset 100. The INVITE request includes a To: field

containing a display name and a destination SIP address (also referred to as the SIP URI

10
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(Uniform Resource Identifier» of the intended recipient ofthe call (referred to herein as

the “callee’). The SIP address is identified by the format user@host. The user portion of

the address can be a user name or telephone number and the host portion can be a domain

name or network address. For example, the To: field may be:

To: user3<sipzuser3@server3.com>

0!

To: user4<sip:83l 5252222@server4.corn

where “user 3” and “user 4" are the user names and “sipmserS @server3.corn”

and “sip:83l 5252222@server4.com” are the SIP addresses of the callee. A user SIP

address is matched with each name and telephone number in self contained directory 28.

in one example. a user SIP address may correspond to an existing phone number which

has been translated to an SIP address using ENUM (Telephone Number Mapping) or

Distributed Universal Number Discovery (DUNDi) protocols.

[0031] The INVITE request is sent from the wireless VoIP headset 100 to a proxy

server, which forwards the INVITE request to another proxy server or to the recipient

(the cailee) itself. The precise IP address of the callee may not be known by the SIP user

agent at the time the INVITE request is generated. The proxy server utilizes a registrar

server to identify the precise IP address of the caliee, which has been registered by the

callee to the registrar server and Stored in a location server along with the callee user

name. Upon receipt of the INVITE request, if the callee accepts the call, an OK response

message is sent by the callee phone back towards VoIP headset 100. The OK response

message includes the exact IP address of the callee phone so that VOIP headset [00 can

communicate directly without the need for a proxy server. VolP headset 100 then sends

an ACK message directly to the callee phone to confirm the setup of the call.

i1
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[0032] Power is provided to the components ofwireless VoIP headset 100 using a

rechargeable battery such as Lithium ion battery 18, which is used to provide a regulated

voltage supply 20 at various levels as needed by the components. For example. regulated

voltage supply 20 may provide a 1.8V and 3.3V supply. A charging circuit 22 is used to

provide charging power to battery 18. The components illustrated in FIG. 1 are

packaged in a headset form factor.

[0033] Since the headset 100 includes a processor running an Internet Protocol stack

and an IP address, it is also capable of supporting a web page server. The web pages that

it serves can include headset control fimctions, such as a telephone directory, volume

control, audio filtering, signal processing control, and specific set up and provisioning

information such as the IP address of the SIP server. The user can access these web pages

through the use ofa standard web browser which supports the Hyper-Text Markup

Language (HTML) or the eXtensible Markup Language (XML) to control the operation

of the headset.

[0034] FIG. 2 illustrates a system view of a wireless VoIP headset 100 in use in one

example of the invention. Wireless VoIP headset 100 and an IEEE 302.11 access point

52 communicate over an IEBE 802.11 wireless link 50. The use of the term lBEE 802.1 1

herein is meant to address the entire family of IEEE 802.11 standards, including IEEE

802.1 113, IEEE 802.! 1g, and future standards such as IEEE 802.1 In. Access point 52

connects to an Ethernet LAN via Ethernet switch 54. Ethernet switch 54 connects to the

PSTN I52 via a VoIP to PSTN gateway 56 for communication with a telephone 58.

{0035] FIG. 3 illustrates a system view ofa wireless VoIP headset 200 in use with

server based voice recognition in a further example of the invention. Wireless VoIP

headset 200 and an IEEE 302.11 access point 202 communicate over an [EEE 802.11

12
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wireless link 204. IEEE 802.1 1 access point 202 is coupled to an Ethernet switch 206.

Ethernet switch 206 is coupled to an IP network 218, which connects to 3 Vol? interface

236. Vol? interface 216 connects to a voice recognition server 208. Voice recognition

server 208 includes a speech user interface application 210, speech recognition

application 212, and lext-to-speech application 214. Voice recognition server 208 allows

a user to place telephone calls over either the Internet or a PSTN.

[0036] In operation, wireless VoIP headset 200 is configured to automatically

connect to voice recognition server 208 upon a designated user interface action. For

example, pushing a button on the wireless Vol? headset 200 would originate a call and

direct it to the voice recognition server 208- For example, when the hook switch on the

wireless VoIP headset 200 is pressed, a SIP request command to set up a VoIP phone call

is sent from the wireless VoIP headset 200 to the VoIP interface 216. This SIP command

carries the phone number for the voice recognition server 208. The SIP URI or the IP

address is tire-stored in the headset. From this point forward, the VoIP Interface 216

directs the Vol? data packets to voice recognition server 208 and vice-versa. Voice

commands received at the wireless Vol? headset 200 and transmitted to voice recognition

server 208 are then used to complete the call.

[0037] FIG. 4 illustrates a system view of a wireless VoIP headset 300 in use with an

adjunct computing device 308 in a further example of the invention. Wireless VoIP

headset 300 is the same as wireless VoIP headset 100 except that it does not utilize a self

embedded directory or voice recognition in the call origination process. Wireless VoIP

headset 300 and an lEEE 802.11 access point 302 communicate over an IEEE 802.1 1

wireless link 304. IEEE 802.11 access point 302 is coupled to a LAN 306. An adjunct

computing device 303 includes an IEEE 802.1] transceiver and communicates with [BEE

13
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802.11 access point 302 over an [EEE 802.1 1 wireless link 310. For example, computing

device 308 is a personal digital assistant storing a directory of names and phone numbers.

In a timber example, computing device 308 is connected to the IEEE 802.1 1 access point

302 via a wired 802.3 Ethernet network. For example, computing device 308 may be a

desktop PC.

[0038] In operation, adjunct computing device 308 is associated with the wireless

VolP headset 300 and communicates directly with it through the IP network. For

example, a name and phone number directory stored on the adjunct computing device

308 is used by a user of the computing device 308 to select a phone call destination. The

associated selected phone number or SIP URI is transmitted to wireless VolP headset 300

over the IP network. The headset originates the call by initiating a call originate request

message including the associated phone number or SIP URI, through the VoIP protocol.

[0039] The various examples described above are provided by way of illustration

only and should not be construed to limit the invention. Based on the above discussion

and illustrations, those skilled in the art will readily recognize that various modifications

and changes may be made to the present invention without strictly following the

exemplary embodiments and applications illustrated and described herein. Such changes

may include, but are not necessarily limited to: number, placement, and functions

performed by the user interface on the wireless VoIP headset; wireless communication

technologies; standards to perform the VolP call setup, signaling, and control.

Furthermore, the fimctionality associated with any blocks described above may be

centralized or distributed. It is also understood that one or more blocks of the wireless

VolP headset may be performed by hardware, firmware or software, or some

14
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combinations thereof. Such modifications and changes do not depart from the true spirit

and scope of the present invention that is set forth in the following claims.

[0040] Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the reference to packets as used

herein is intended to encompass any type of packet, including but not limited to Internet

Protocol (1P) packets, Ethernet frames, Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) cells and

other types ofdatagrams. Similarly, the terms "VoIP" and "VoIP phone" is used in the

generic sense to include any "voioe-over—packe " technique or device, without limitation

to a specific standard.

[0041] While the exemplary embodiments of the present invention are described and

illustrated herein. it will be appreciated that they are merely illustrative and that

modifications can be made to these embodiments without departing from the spirit and

scope ofthe invention. Thus, the scope of the invention is intended to be defined only in

terms of the following claims as may be arnended,'with each claim being expressly

incorporated into this Description of Specific Embodiments as an embodiment of the

invention

I5
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CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

I. A wireless VoIP headset comprising:

a speaker;

a microphone for receiving speech energy from a near end user to generate

an analog audio signal;

a codec for converting the analog audio signal to a digital audio signal and

encoding the digital audio signal. wherein the codec also decodes a receive

digital audio signal for output to the speaker;

a controller for processing the digital audio signal to generate IP packets

and implementing a VoIP call control protocol;

an IEEE 802.1 1 transceiver; and

a computer readable memory storing instructions that when executed by

the controller cause the wireless VolP headset to perform a method for

originating a VoIP call comprising:

receiving a spoken name or number from a user at the microphone;

interpreting the spoken name or number using voice recognition;

comparing the spoken name or number to a directory stored in the

computer readable memory; and

generating a VolP call origination request message.

2. The wireless VoLP headset of claim 1, wherein the controller provides call

control, messaging, capability exchange, and command signaling to implement

Voice over Internet Protocol in accordance with Session Initiation Protocol.

3. The wireless VoIP headset of claim 2, wherein the Vol? call origination request

message comprises a SIP INVITE message.

4. The wireless Vol? headset of claim I, wherein the controller provides call

control, messaging, capability exchange, and command signaling to implement

Voice over Internet Protecol in accordance with the [-1.323 [TU-T specification.

16
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Simple Gateway Control Protocol (SGCP) or Internet Protocol Device Conn-oi

(IPDC).

The wireless VolP headset of claim 1, wherein encoding the digital audio signal

comprises using pulse code modulation, linear pulse code modulation, iLBC, or

lTU-T recommendations 0.711. 0.729, 6.723, 0.726, or (3.722.

The wireless VoIP headset of claim 1. wherein the digital audio signal is

transferred betweenthe codec andthe controller.

7. The wireless VoIP headset of claim 1, further comprising a plurality of web pages

stored in the computer readable memory which may be served by the wireless

VolP headset.

The wireless VolP headset of claim 7, wherein the plurality ofweb pages includes

web pages associated with a telephone directory, volume control, audio filtering,

signal processing control, or set up and provisioning information.

A wireless VolP headset comprising:

a Speaker;

a microphone for receiving speech energy from a near end user to generate

an analog audio signal;

a codec for converting the analog audio signal to a digital audio signal and

encoding the digital audio signal, wherein the codec also decodes a receive

digital audio signal for output to the speaker;

a controller for processing the digital audio signal to generate IP packets

and implementing a VoIP call control protocol;

an IEEE 802.11 transceiver;

a computer readable memory storing instructions that when executed by

the controller cause the wireless VoIP headset to perform a method for

originating a call comprising automatically connecting to a voice recognition

server upon activation of the wireless VoIP headset by a user.

17
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10.

ll.

12.

13.

14.

IS.

16.

The wireless VolP headset of claim 9, wherein the controller provides call

control, messaging, capability exchange, and command signaling to implement

Voice over Internet Protocol in accordance with Session Initiation Protocol.

The wireless VoIP headset of claim 9, wherein automatically connecting to a

voice recognition server comprises sending a V0]? call origination request

message to the voice recognition server.

The wireless VolP headset of claim 11, wherein the VoIP call origination request

message comprises a SIP INVITE message.

The wireless VoIP headset of claim 9, wherein the controller provides call

control, messaging, capability exchange, and command signaling to implement

Voice over Internet Protocol in accordance with the H.323 {TU-T specification,

Simple Gateway Control Protocol (SGCP) or lntemet Protocol Device Control

(IPDC).

The wireless VolP headset of claim 9, wherein encoding the digital audio signal

comprises using pulse code modulation, linear pulse code modulation, iLBC, or

lTU-T recommendations 6.?! 1. 6.729, 6.723, (3.726, or (3.722.

The wireless VoIP headset of claim 9, wherein the digital audio signal is

transferred between the codec and the controller.

A Vol? telephone system comprising:

a computing device comprising:

a memory storing a name and phone number directory;

3. first IEEE 302.11 transceiver;

a wireless VoIP headset comprising:

a second IEEE 802.11 transceiver;

a speaker;

a microphone for receiving speech energy from a near end user to generate

an analog audio signal;

18
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l7.

l8.

l9.

20.

2t.

22.

a codec for converting the analog audio signal to a digital audio signal and

encoding the digital audio signal, wherein the codec also decodes a receive

digital audio signal for output to the speaker;

a controller for processing the digital audio signal to generate IP packets

and implementing a VoIP call control protocol;

a computer readable memory storing instructions that when executed by

the controller cause the wireless VoIP headset to perform a method for

originating a call comprising:

receiving a user directory selection from the computing device

firorn the second IEEE 802.] l transceiver;

generating a VoIP call origination request message responsive to

the user directory selection.

The Vol? telephone system ofclaim 16, wherein the controller provides call

control, messaging, capability exchange, and command signaling to implement

Voice over lntemet Protocol in accordance with Session Initiation Protocol.

The VoIP telephone system of claim 16, wherein the VoIP call origination request

message comprises a SIP INVITE message.

The VoIP telephone system ofclaim 16, wherein the controller provides call

control, messaging, capability exchange, and command signaling to implement

Voice over Internet I’rotocol in accordance with the H.323 ITU~T specification.

Simple Gateway Central Protocol (SGCP) or Internet Protocol Device Control

(IPDC).

The Vol? telephone system ofclaim 16, wherein encoding the digital audio signal

comprises using pulse code modulation, linear pulse code modulation, iLBC, or

lTU—T recommendations (3.711. (3.729, 0.723, 6.726, or 6.722.

The VoIP telephone system of claim 16, wherein the digital audio signal is

transferred between the codec and the controller.

A method for initiating a VoIP telephone call comprising:

19
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providing a wireless VofP headset comprising.

a speaker;

a microphone;

a codec;

a controller;

a first memory; and

a first IEEE 802.1 1 transceiver for wireless communications with an IEEE

302.11 access point;

providing a computing device comprising:

a second memory storing a name and phone number directory;

a second IEEE 802.1 1 transceiver for wireless communications with an

IEEE 802.11 access point;

receiving a user selection at the computing device from the name and phone

number directory;

transmitting the user selection from the computing device to the wireless Vol?

headset via the IEEE 802.1 1 access point; and

generating a VolP call origination request message at the wireless VoIP headset

responsive to the user selection.

23. A method for initiating a VoIP telephone call comprising:

providing a wireless VoIP headset comprising:

a Speaker;

a microphone;

a codec;

a controller;

a first memory; and

a first [BEE 802.1 1 transceiver for wireless communications with an [EEE

802.1 1 access point;

providing a computing device comprising:

a second memory storing a name and phone number directory;

a wired IEEE 802.3 network connection to the IEEE 802.11 access point;

20
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receiving a user selection at the computing device from the name and phone

number directory;

transmitting the user selection from the computing device to the wireless VoIP

headset via the IEEE 802.11 aeeeSs point; and

generating a VoIP call origination request message at the wireless Vol? headset

responsive to the user selection.
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METHODS AND DEVICES FOR

DUAL MODE BIDIRECTIONAI.

AUDIO COMMUNICATION

FIELD

l0001| Disclosed are wireless headsets and methods of wireless headsets, and

more particularly dual mode wireless headsets and methods For use with an audio

gateway device.

BACKGROUND

|0l|02| Biuctooth wireless technology provides a manner in which many wireless

devices may communicate with one another. without connectors. wires or cables.

Bluetooth technology uses the free and globally available unlicensed 2.4 GHZ ISM

spectrum. for Iow~powcr use, allowing two Bluetooth devices within a range ot'up to

10 to 100 meters to share data with throughput up to 3.] Mbps. Each Bluetooth

device can simultaneously communicate with multiple other devices.

[0003] Current common uses For Bluetooth technology include those Forheadscts.

cellular ear kits and adapters. Moreover, Bluetooth technology is currently used For

connecting a printer, keyboard. or mouse to a personal computer without cables.

Since Bluelooth technology can facilitate delivery of large amounts ofdaia.

computers may use Bluctootli for connection to the Internet through a mobile phone.

Bluetooth devices can connect to form a niconet. which consists ofa master and up to

seven slave devices. Two types of connections can be established in a pieonet; a

Synchronous Connection Oriented (SCO) link, and an Asynchronous Connectionlcss
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tAL‘L} link. SCO links provide a circuit-oriented service with constant bandwidth

based on a fixed and periodic allocation oftime slots that is used for voice

transmission. There are also extended synchronous connection-oriented packets

(eSL‘UI that have the same functionality as SC‘U packets but allow for more packet

types. data types, and limited retransmissions. ACL connections. on the other hand.

provide a packet-oriented service that is used for transmission of data and control

signals. Traditionally. voice communication on 8C0 is bi-directionally processed by

a voice codec or encoder/decoder while stereo communication on ACL is uni—

directionally processed by a stereo codes. In a communication device, there are two

separate codees. one For communicating audio on SCO and the other For

communicating audio on ACL.

lflflfldl Wireless Local Area Networks t'WLANsl are becoming compatible with

many dilTerent types oi‘products. While businesses originally installed W’LANs so

that desktop computers could be used on networks without expensive wiring. the

functionality of the WLANs has evolved to allow mobile communication devices.

such as wireless telephones‘ laptop computers, personal digital assistants (PDAs) and

digital cameras to connect to WIANs For Internet access and wireless Voice over

Internet Protocol (VolP) telephone scwiee. Short For wireless fidelity, WiFi is a

trademark for sets ot‘product compatibility standards for WLANs. Manufacturers of

mobile communication devices such as cellular telephones are WiFi enabling the

devices so that when a user roams into a WiFi hot spot, a telephone can switch its

communication protocol from the cellular band that uses licensed. limited spectrum

to WiFi communication protocol that uses available unlicensed spectrum In indoor

situations. a switch to a WiFi protocol from a cellular network such as one based on

I-J
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the Global System For Mobile Communication standard (GSM) may be additionally

beneficial since a cellular network can lose its signal strength indoors while a WLAN

may have a strong, signal within a hotspot.

lllllttSl "l'hc Btuetooth 2.4 (1‘le radio band is close to that ot'particutar

transceivers that operate at 2.3 GHz or 2.5 Gllz. such as the Worldwide

Interoperability for Microwave Access tWiMAX) Worldwide Interoperability for

Microwave Access (WiMAK) transceiver based on lEEE 302.103. Comttiunieatinn

of audio signals between Bluetooth devices may collide in time with other signals

such as Wi'Fi and other standards-based wireless technologies such as Worldwide

Interoperability for Microwave Access tWiMAX), thus desensitizing tlte receivers

due to insufficient blocking performance and overlapping spectrum allocations.

There can be adjacent channel interference with WiFi for example and with WiMAX.

as tlte Bluetooth guard hand is only 20 MHZ. Synchronous connections. in particular

5C0, such as those used in headsets are inflexible in scheduling oftransmission and

reception and result in simultaneous use of both radios. especially in an "802.16e"

transceiver on a mobile device having packets scheduled by the WiMAX bascstation.

causing interference problems. While synchronous connections using eSCO have a

limited ability to schedule packet transmissions, due to the limited retransmission

window, they will still have periodic collisions with other wireless technologies and

use more bandwidth and system resources titan SCO links. The Blttetootlt Core

Specification describes a solution for co-existcnce with WiFi that mitigates

interference. Advanced Frequency Hopping {AFHJ is one technique that shrinks the

available bandwidth to prevent using the same portion oi'tlte ISM band as another

technology. Though this does not solve the problem oF adjacent channel interference
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from other technologies such as WiMAX with high transmit powers and poor adjacent

channel rejection. When Bluetooth and WiFi or WiMAX are collocated. AFH can be

insufficient and a collaborative method oI'co-existencc such as Packet Tral'lie

Arbitration (P'I'A) may be used. However. l'l'A can significantly impact the WiFi

data rate when Bluetooth SCO or eSCO is active.

l0006| Bluetooth devices. and particularly headsets. enjoy popularity because they

can offer users the ability to corn municalc while seamlessly operating in different

environments. Accordingly. providing improved voice quality over Bluctooth has

become important for mobile device manufacturers. It would be beneficial were

improvements made to voice quality over Blue-tooth.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] The accompanying figures. where like reference numerals refer to identical

or functionally similar elements throughout the separate views and which together

with the detailed description below are incorporated in and form part ofthe

specification. serve to f‘urthcrilluystrate various embodiments and to explain various

principles and advantages all in accordance with the present invention.

|0008| FIG. I illustrates a system oftwo Input/Output {U0} devices configured to

transmit andfor receive via a short range radio link;

[0009] FIG. 2 is a tlowchafl illustrating input to a decision controller and output

to switch between one and another transport;

l00|0| FIG. 3 is a signal flow diagram for two devices. in this example a headset

and a handset when the handset is the initiator;

|00l1| FIG. 4 is an architecture diagram including a mode controller;
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|00l2| FIG. 5 illustrates some processes ofa queue controller;

Iflfll3| FIG. 6 is a flowchart ofa method efa dual mode wireless headset

according to an embodiment; and

llllll4| FIG. 7 depicts some architecture components ot‘a Bluetooth enabled lm

device such as the headset of FIG. 1.

l00l5] Skilled artisans will appreciate that elements in the figures are illustrated

For simplicity and clarity and have not necessarily been drawn to scale. For example.

the dimensions of some of the elements in the figures may be exaggerated relative to

other elements to help to improve understanding of embodiments of the present

invention.

DETAILED DESCPRIPTION

[flfllt’il Disclosed are dual mode l/O devices and methods For transmission ofa

short range radio link such as a Bluetooth link that is a bidirectional real~timc audio

communication signal that can be over a synchronous circuit-switched transport and

an asynchronous packet-switched transport either sequentially or simultaneously.

Also disclosed are dual mode wireless headset systems and methods of at least two

dual mode IIO devices and more particularly including a wireless audio terminal and

an audio gateway for transmission of a bi-directional real-time audio communication

signal that can be over a synchronous circuit-switched (SCO) transport and an

asynchronous packet-switched (ACL) transport either sequentially or simultaneously.

As mentioned above. a synchronous circuit switched transport can be used for voice

data transmission. As will be described in detail below. an asynchronous packet-

switched transport that is according to the Bluetooth specification used For data and

UI
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conttol signal transmission can he used for audio and in particular voice

communication transmission. Dual mode refers to use ofhoth an SCO mode and an

ACL mode for voice communication. Either one or both of the wireless audio

terminal and the audio gateway can process signals of both an SCO transport and an

ACL transport. To process both transports. SEC and ACL. a single cncoderfidceodcr

in either or both devices can provide bi-dircetional audio communication From a

single source.

I00] 7] Transport selection can be based on both transports‘ advantages and

disadvantages when transfen'ing audio. and in particular voice data. Transport

selection for audio, and in particular voice transmission is characterized differently

than for example. changing applications such as voice audio on SCO and streaming

stereo on ACL where a choice is made between mutually exclusive telephony and

single-directional media playing. Transport selection For voice transmission is Further

characterized differently from traditional methods of mitigating Bluetooth

interference. It is understood that voice communication is an example ofa bi-

directional audio communication.

|l|l|l8| In contrast to the limited scheduling ability of 3C0 and limited

rctransmissions of cSCO packets and their implementation in headsets and handsfrec

devices, a voice over ACL system with a scheduling process may avoid simultaneous

transmissions and receptions with other time division multiplexing (TDM)

technologies by varying when packets are sent versus the fixed frequency

transmissions ot~ SCO and cSCO links. Having both SCOfeSCO and ACL modes

available may allow the user to optimize voice quality or data throughput under

ditierent operating conditions. From this point on the term 8C0 or 300 mode will

(t
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include the t‘unctionalities ot‘cSCO. In some noisy RF environments. voice over ACL

may result in better audio quality than SCO. in either case, the user may benefit From

better Bluetootlt voice quality and may ltavc the flexibility of using eitlter mode (SCO

or AL‘L} depending upon the situation. in particular. swttehing between 5C0 and

ACL can be based on certain criteria such as quality of‘ signal indicators or network

in Frastructure, for example. when handing over From a GSM cell to a WiFi access

point or \ViM AX hascslalion.

|0t|l9| In the above—mentioned devices. systems and methods. transport selection

of one ofthe SCO and ACL transports for real—time audio signal communication may

be based upon operating conditions or manual activation. Transport selection

according to operating conditions may be based on. For example. radio frequency

quality measurements and network criteria as mentioned above and power

management criteria. A Bluctooth audio ”0 device can he, hit example. a headset. 3

carltiti a handset ofa cordless telephone. and a handset ot‘a mobile communication

device. An audio gatewayr may be. for example. a mobile telephone. a computer. a

Bluctooth headset. and a Bluetooth handsfi‘ce carkit.

I002!” During transmission and rccei pt of" audio signals. and in particular voice

signals. a Bluetooth device can switch between a synchronous circuit—switched

transport and an asynchronous packet-switched transport. Each transport has

particular characteristics and benefits, and the two transports are mutually exclusive.

except for example during the switching process where they may be simultaneously

transmitted as discussed in detail below. The ability to use two transports for bi-

directional audio signals. and in particular voice signals can improve voice quality

over Bluctooth, enhancing the user’s experience of seamless mobility. to a system
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such as a Bluetooth headset and a Bluetooth enabled handset. one or the other device

Can make a transport selection of one ofthe transports for real-time audio signal

communication based upon operating conditions andfor manual activation.

[IIIIZII the instant disclosure is provided to explain in an enabling fashion the

best modes of making and using, various embodiments in accordance with the present

invention. The disclosure is filrther offered to enhance an understanding and

appreciation For the invention principles and advantages theieoi‘, rather than to limit in

any manner the invention. While the preferred embodiments of'the invention are

illustrated and described here. it is clear that the invention is not so limited.

Numerous modifications. changes. variations. substitutions. and equivalents will

occur to those skilled in the art having the benefit ofthis disclosure without departing

from the spirit and scope ofthe present invention as defined by the following claims.

II is understood that the use of relational terms. iFany. such as first and second. up and

down. and the like are used solely to distinguish one from another entity or action

without necessarily requiring or implying any actual such relationship or order

between such entities or actions.

|lltl22| At least some inventive Functionality and inventive principles may be

implemented with or in software programs or instructions and integrated circuits ths]

such as application specific le. In the interest ot‘ brevity and minimization ot‘any

risk of obscuring the principles and concepts according to the present invention.

discussion ofsuch software and lL‘s. it‘any. is limited to the essentials with respect to

the principles and concepts within the preferred embodiments.

[0023] FIG. I illustrates a system IOU oftwo It'O devices 102 and 104 configured

to transmit andi’oi‘ teccive via a short range radio link. The short range radio link can
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be a Bluetooth link that is a bi—dircctional real—time audio communication signal. and

can be sent over a synchronous circuit-switched transport and an asynchronous

packet-switched transport either sequentially or simultaneously. The system 100 can

include more than two devices. The first device 102 is depicted as a wireless audio

terminal. such as a Bluetooth headset. Bluctooth handsfree carkit. a mobile phone or a

Bluetooth adapter with attached stereo speakers. The second device .104 is depicted

as an audio gateway such as a mobile communication device. a computer, a Bluetooth

headset or a Bluetooth liands'Free carkit, A second device 104 may be complimentary

to the first device 102 so far as the Functions and some. most or all of the Bluetooth

architecture. However. the Functions andr'or architecture may be unique to each

device as well.

I0024| The mobile coimnunication device 104 may be implemented as a cellular

telephone (also called a mohile phone). The mobile communication device 104

represents a wide variety of devices that have been developed For use within various

networks. Such handheld communication devices include. for example, cellular

telephones, messaging devices. personal digital assistants (PDAs). notebook or laptop

computets incorporating communication modems, mobile data terminals. application

specific gaming devices. video gaming devices incorporating wireless modems. and

the like. Any ot‘thesc portable devices may be referred to as a mobile station or user

equipment. Herein. wireless communication technologies may include. for example.

voice communication. the capability oftranst‘erring digital data. SMS messaging.

Internet access. multi-media content access and/or voice over intemet protocol

(V0113).
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|0025| The devices [0'2 and 104 are depicted as each having a controller 106 and

108 respectively. They also can include one or more transceivers 1 10 and 1 l2. Each

device I02 and 104 may further include a voice codec that can also be referred to as

an encodcridccoder | l l and | 15 respectively. The terms encoder. encoderfdccodcr.

analog—to—digital {AID} and digital—to—analog (DEA) converter. and codec may be used

interchangeably. Moreover. they can ineiudc memory I 14 and l to which may store

instruction modules l l3 and I l9.

I0026] The modules I 18 ofdeviee 1021 and 1 I‘) ofdevicc 104 can carry out

certain processes ofthe methods as described herein. Steps of methods may involve

modules and modules may be inferred andfor implied by the methods discussed

herein. The modules can be implemented in software. such as in the form of one or

more sets of prestored instmctions, andr’or hardware which can facilitate the

operation of the mobile station or electronic device as discusst below. The modules

may be installed at the factory or can be installed after distribution by, for example. a

downloading operation. The operations in accordance with the modules will be

discussed in more detail below.

|0027| Establishing modules 120 and Ill are For receiving real-time audio signals

from a single source. SCO communication modules 122 and 123 are forbi—

directionally communicating. with another U0 device, via a short range radio link.

real—time audio signals over a synchronous circuit-switched transport. ACL

communication modules 124 and 125 are for bi-directionally communicating with

another [IO device, via a short range radio link, real-time audio signals over an

asynchronous packet-switched transport. Selecting modules 126 and IE7 are for

selecting one of the nanspons For real-time audio signal communication based upon

10
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operating conditions. Power management criteria modules 1'38 and 129 are for

transport selection. Radio frequency quality measurement modules 130 and 131 are

for transport selection. Network criteria modules 132 and 133 are for transport

selection. Manual selection modules 134 and 135 are for manually activating one or

the other oftlie above described transports. Queue controller modules 140 and 141

are For managing packets in an encoder or decoder queue.

[0028] Referring lo device 102 FIG. 1 further illustrates that llie transceiver 1 10 is

coupled to the controller 106 and that the transceiver | 10 can be configured to

establish a short range radio link and bi-directionally communicate real-time audio

signals 101 over a synchronous circuit-switched (SCO) transport 136 and an

asynchronous packet-switched transport (AL‘L) 138 over the short range radio link in

accordance with establishing module 120 For receiving real ~time audio signals From a

single source. That is, for example, in lei-directional communication between the

headset 102 having a single source voice eodce 1 l I and the handset 104 having a

single source voice codee 1 13, the transmission oftlie SCO transport 136 and the

ACL transport 138 can be both processed from a single source‘ codec l 11 and coder:

1 13 of each device 102 and 104, respectively. Either or both devices 102 andror 104

may include a [ii—directional voice eodee 1 1 1 and/or 1 13, respectively.

[0029] For the purpose ofillustration. devices 102 and 104 are equipped with

stereo codecs 1 15a and 1 151) respectively to further describe a single source. and

distinguish between the bi-dircctional ACL voice communication 1314 and uni-

directional ACL stereo communication 1 17. A traditional mono voice system with

stereo music capability use both a [ii-directional SCO communication mode 136

utilizing voice codees 1 1 1 and 1 13 and an uni-directional ACL communication mode

1 1
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I I? utilizing stereo codecs I lfia and | 15b. In this example the source of audio from

device MM is seen to be from two sources. I I3 and ] 15b, and in contrast to the

disclosed methods and systems are mutually exclusive and the audio communication

over the AL‘L transport is not bi-dircetionalt While FIG. .I shovvs two ACL paths | t?

and 138 for illustrative purposes. there is only one ACL transport between devices

302 and I04. Accordingly, a described headset 102, for example. can be backwards

compatible with an existing handset |D4 using the SCO U'ansport if‘lhe handset 104 is

not capable of using the AC1. transport |38 For voice communication and vice—versa.

A handset 104 with a single source voice (:0ch l 13 as described may operate better

with a headset ID? with a single source voice eodec l l 1 according to this disclosure.

|0030| A hardware andfor software switch for transport selection of one of the

transports for realvtime audio signal communication based upon operating conditions

is discussed in detail below. The system l00 ol‘twu devices 102 and 104 can

communicate bi~dircetionally over the short range radio link It}! over a synchronous

circuit-switched transport 136 and an asynchronous packet-switched transport 138

either sequentially or simultaneously.

I003|| FIG. 2 is a flowchart 200 illustrating input to a decision controller 342 and

output to switch between one and the other above—described transports. A selection

module 136 ot'deviee 102 (see FIG. I) may provide instructions to the decision

controller 242 that can receive automatic or manual activation. Automatic. transport

selection can be based, for example. on at least one ot‘powcr management criteria

2-28. radio frequency quality measurements 330 and network criteria 232. Manual

transport selection 234 may be provided by a user during regular operation‘ either

through a button press or through a user interface on. for cxamplct a mobile
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communication device [04 (see FIG. I)or another Bluetooth enabled wireless device

to which a dual mode Bluetooth headset 102 is paired. A manual transport selection

user interface may be coupled to the headset 102 as well. For example. ifa user were

to notice degradation over the voice link. the user could change modes using the

headset man—machine interface to try to take advantage ofthe performance ofthe

other link mode. Accordingly. a hardware and/or software switch 244 for transport

selection ol‘one of the transports For real-little audio signal communication may be

manually activated andr'or automatically activated and based upon operating

conditions.

[0032] Automatic transport selection can be based on one or more ofdi [Terem

criteria including power management criteria 228. radio frequency quality

measurements 230 and network criteria 232. It is understood that any automatic

transport selection criteria is within the scope ofthis discussion. ”more than one

criterion is considered. weighting of criteria or other criteria characterization may

provide a determination of which criterion or criteria is controlling. Moreover.

additional criteria or fewer criteria titan those mentioned may be considered as well.

Illil33| The automatic transport selection according to power management criteria

228 can include that the components ofthe device reach or exceed threshold values

For a battery meter indicator or current drain measurement. The automatic transport

selection according to radio frequency quality measurements 230 can include that the

radio frequency quality is based on a Signal-to-Noise measurement. a channel map

classification based upon number of channels with measured interference. a link

quality measurement. a lost packets threshold, a missed packets threshold. a header

errors threshold or a packet error rate threshold. The automatic transport selection

13
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according to network criteria 2313 can include that the network criteria is based on a

wide area network indicator. 3. packet scheduling requirement for eo-existence

between wide area network and short range radio network, a system latency

requirement. at systemjitter requirement or a system bandwidth requirement for data

rate. The decision controller 242 may then operate according to instructions oftlte

selecting module IX) and one or more of the power management criteria module 128.

the radio Frequency management module 130, the network criteria module I32 andi’t‘ir

the manual selection module I34 to activate the SCO mode 236 and/or the ACL mode

238. sequentially or simultaneously.

[0034] FIG. 3 is a signal flow diagram 300 for two devices. in this example a

handset 302 and a headset 304 when the handset 302 is the initiator. When the

headset 304 is the initiator, the signaling diagram can be illustrated in the similar

manner by exchanging the role ol'handsct 302 and headset 304. The signal Flow

diagram illustrates messages that may be exchanged between the handset 302 and the

headset 304 to enable the switching synchronization between the handset 302 and the

headset 304.

|0035| The handset 302 may transmit a request switching signal 346 to the

headset 304. The headset 304 may transmit an acknowledgement MCI-i) signal 348

in response. The handset 302 may transmit a ready to switch with timing information

query 350. The timing information may be exchanged to enable the synchronization

between the handset 30?. and the headset 304. The headset 304 may transmit an ACE

signal 352 with any timing information in response. The switching may then occur

354 between the two devices so that the devices 302 and 304 may iii-directionally

communicate real-time audio signals over a synchronous circuit-switched transport

I4
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and an asynchronous paeket~switched transport over the short range radio link either

sequentially or simultaneously.

"1036] FIG. 4 is an architecture diagram 400 including a tnode controller 456.

Mode controller may include a decision making level indicated by the decision

controller 442 as illustrated in FIG. 2 as 242. a preparation level indicated by the

synchronization controller 446 and an executing level indicated by the switch 444 in

combination with the queue c-ontmller 440. As discussed above. the decision

controller 44?. may receive signals from one or more ofthc power management

criteria input 428. the RF quality measurements input 4301 the network criteria input

433, and the manual control input 434. The decision controller 442 can decide- when

to switch from SCO to ACL or vice-versa based on the inputs that can include the

described Four inputs.

[0037] The preparation level can contain a synchronization controller 446. A

signal flow diagram oftlie synchronization controller 446 is illustrated in FIG. 3

previously discussed. The executing level can provide the switch 444 between the

SCO and ACL after the time/signaling messages are exchanged between the headset

l0? (see FIG. I) and the handset |U4 to synchronize the switching. The hardware

andfior software switch 244 {see FIG. 2} for transport selection of one of the transports

for real-time audio signal communication may be manually activated and/or

automatically activated and based upon operating conditions to choose between the

ECU transport 436 which may be the dcfauit transport, and the ACL transport 438.

While the decision to switch is made by the decision controller 442. the. operation to

switch may be performed by a software andfor hardware switch 444 and a queue

controller 440 at the executing level, The queue controller 440 operation may be

Exhibit 1002 _ p. 145



Exhibit 1002 - p. 146

W0 2|)"8fll54985 PCT/USZIIU'MIIBH H

10

performed between the switch 444 and the encoder 2’ decoder 4| 1 such as a codee

(DEA-AID}.

I0038] A description ol‘a queue controller 440 is hereby incorporated by

reference to substantially simultaneously liled METHODS AND DEVICES OF A

QUEUE CONTROLLER FOR DUAL MODE BIDIRECTIONAL AUDIO

COMMUNICATION, on the date 01‘31 October 2006, having received a serial

number . and patent number . The output of

the switch 444 is processed by a queue controller 440 that can be configured to

deliver at least one packet between transmission ot‘thc synchronous transport 436 and

the asynchronous transport 438. That is, upon transport selection according to the

selection module l26 (see FIG. 1 J. the switch between the synchronous circuit-

switched transport and an asynchronous packet-switched transport can be processed

by the queue controller 440 [but can be configured to deliver at least one packel to lhe

eneodcrt’dceoder when at least one ofa wireless audio terminal and an audio gateway

is in audio communication.

I0039] The described dual mode headset 102 {see FIG. I i can have a single DIA

and ND cncoderfidecoder that may be a codec that can support both types of encoded

packets, SCO and ACL- carrying voice payload. The cneodcn’dccoder can have two

queues including a first queue 562 (see FIG. 5) for incoming packets. for example

from a microphone. and including a second queue 564 for outgoing packets. for

example to a speaker. The packets from ECU and ACL links can have different

encoder parameters such as different packet sizes. packet types. or sampling rates.

Accordingly. the mode controller 456 (see FIG. 4} can monitor the buffers when

switching between the ECU and the ACL modes.

ll:
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[0040] FIG. 5 illustrates some processes ot‘thc above—mentioned queue controller.

To prevent the encoder 51 1 processing the outgoing queue 564 from not receiving

required data and thus being rendered inoperable, the queue contents can be flushed

andi’or cleared when switching between modes and the packet generator Shh can pad

the queue during the mode switch. That is. heterogeneity ofthe queue can render the

encoder inoperable. For example. measures can be taken to determine. based on a

first encoder parameter and a second encoder parameter. whether the queue 564

anticipates to contain heterogeneous audio packet types. that is a group of audio

packets with differing encoder parameters. Heterogeneous: packet types can arise

From different encodings for the SCO and ACL modes such as different sampling

rates and quantization. lfthe queue contains packets with different encoding. then the

queue 564 is changed from having heterogeneous packet types to a queue having

homogeneous packet types. that is a group of' audio packets with identical encoder

parameters. in one embodiment. the packets generator 566 can supply empty packets

in case ofstream interruption. ln another embodiment the packets generator 566 may

use a packet concealment or interpolation method to enhance the user’s pcrceivablc

quality of'experience. Empty packets From the empty packet generator 566 can be

processed in queue 562 or queue 564.

[004]] As mentioned above. the SCO and the ACL may be processed sequentially

or simultaneously. In a sequential processing the switch may be characterized as a

hard handoft‘. ln simultaneously processing. the switch may be characterized as a soft

handof‘f. Different conditions are considered for a soft handoft‘ or a hard handoft' as

is described below. Since a payload ofa single input stream may be processed by the

cncodcrfidecoder 51 I. there may be processing overhead in terms of“ ti me taken to

17
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to

establish a new link when there is a change in transport. In a soft handoff. there can

be a period oftime where two transports are processed simultaneously. As the first

transport continues through the queue controller input queue. a second transport can

be buffered. Once the second is buffered. the first transpon can be flushed and the

second transpon can populate the queue. In this way. there may be simultaneous

processing:J oftwo transports. As discussed in more detail below. a “make before

break" so it halldo l‘l' process may involve packet concealment. On the other hand‘ ill at

hard handofi' the first transport can be flushed and the second transport can be

populated sequentially. but at the cost ofthe time taken to establish a new link wtten

there is a change in transport. As will be discussed in more detail below. a "break

before make“ hard handoft‘ process may involve empty packets- andtor packet

concealment.

[0042] It is understood that the queue controller 558 and handot‘i‘ process are

slightly difierent but may be considered inter~rclatcd. 'l‘he queue controller 558 can

prevent butter under or over-runs for the pulse code modulated {PCM} data to and

From the DEA and A2”D in the cases when the encoder parameters are changed. For

example. parameters can he changed when going from a case where the sampling rate

is 8 RH: to one where the sampling rate is 16 KHz or even 44.] KHz. thus changing

from SCO audio to wideband ACL packetized audio or even stereo audio. The queue

controller 540 may be needed in any instance where the encoder parameters changed

because in that instance the 8 RH: audio packets in the buffer could not be consumed

by the eodce when it was operating at another sampling rate. In KHz, and would

cause the encoder to become inoperable.

IN

Exhibit 1002 - p. 148



Exhibit 1002 - p. 149

W0 leIISJII54985 PCT/USZIIIUIIISH H

‘Ji

10

[0043] In the above—discussed case, the 8 KHz samples may be flushed and filled

with packets to prevent the DA frorn starving. Empty packets or some form of

packet concealment may [ill the packets when the encoder parameters change, for

example sampling rate and packet size.

|0044| A hard handof‘fi or a "Break before Make" connection. can be utilized

where the device 102 (see FIG. 1') terminates a SCO connection for audio and then

brings up an ACL connection for audio. or vice-versa. Similarly a soil. handothn'

“Make before Break" connection can be utilized where the device [02 brings up an

ACL channel for audio before terminating the SCO channel for audio so for a brief

period ol" time both connections. may be broadcasted simultaneously.

|0045| A soft handoff may take place without loss ofinformation and therefore

the switch can appear seamless to the user. However, a sofi handot‘Fmay require

more processingr power and memory to maintain. Therefore the limitations on

handoft‘s may be implementation and hardware specific. though powerfbattcry life can

be a control. specifically utilizing. hard handoff's when battery power is low. Sofi

handol‘fis may not require empty packet transmissions and the hard handof‘f may be

discernable to the user since the connection may be broken and enough in Formation

may be lost.

[0046] As mentioned. the handoffs may be related to the queue controller.

Described are. four scenarios in panicular since the operation ol’ the queue controller

540 and handover mechanisms may not be necessarily dependent. The queue

controller 540 may be utilized when either the soft or hard handoffs change the

encoder parameters. For instance when going From SCO lo ACL the sampling rate

could change horn B to In KHz to improve speech quality or when switching From

I '3)
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ACL to SEQ the sampling rate may change from I6 KHz to 8 KHz. since SCO may

only support the lower audio quality.

[0047] As mentioned there are Four scenarios discussed below. Hard handovers

may include two scenarios, speciticatly. the same encoder parameters. and a change in

5 encoder parameters. The hard handover case may require the queue controller 540 to

send empty packets or conceal packet losses since the connection may be broken.

information will be lost. and then a new connection will be re-established. The steps

for each may be:

1. Receive signal to change transports;

l0 2. Break SCO or ACL connection;

3. Make ACL or SCO connection; and

4. Prevent queue from starving regardless ot'change in eodcc parameters.

[004!“ in the case ol‘a soft handolT with the same codce parameters, the

transmission ofempty packets or concealment of packet losses may not be required

l5 since no data should be lost in such a scenario. The steps may be;

1. Receive signal to change transports;

2. Make additional A(‘I. or 3C0 connection;

3. Break current SCO or ACL connection; and

4. Change inputs to DIA queue controller (Queue OUT) and similarly for ND

20 queue controller (Queue IN).

|0049| The case of a soft handover where the encoder parameters are changed

may require the use of the Queue Controller 540 to insert new packets. not because

data is lost but because of the change in sampling rates as illustrated in the previously

mentioned figure. In this scenario the steps may be:

20
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1. Receive signal to change transports;

2. Make additional ACL or SCO connection;

3. Break currenl SCO or ACL connection; and

4. Change inputs to [33A queue controtter (Queue UU'I') and add packets for

transitioning of eodec parameters and similarly for AID {Queue IN} queue

control Ier.

[0050] Slill referring to FIG. 5. the timer 567 can implement synchronization

between two devices as illustrated in the signal flow diagram oFFtG, 3. The state

machine 568 can he an event driver to control signals corresponding to a change in

state or conditions as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 4. The ACL path 569 can he the some

respective paths ofFlG. 7 to block 783. 785. and 786 to then be processed over the air

link. The SCO path 570 can be the same respective paths ot‘ FIG. 7 to block 782 to

then be processed over the air link

[0051] Fig. 6 is a flowchart of a method 600 ot‘a dual mode wireless device

andfi'or a plurality of devices ofa system according to an embodiment. The steps of

the flowchart are described above with respect to the FIGS. As shown in FIG. 1. a

short range radio link can be established for real-time audio signals received From a

single source 620 according to establishing module 120 and/or 121 {see FIG. 1}. As

also shown in FIG. 1, real-time audio signals can be communicated bi-directionally

over a radio link using a synchronous circuit-switched transport mode (cg... SCO) (131':

and/or using an asynchronous packet-switched transport mode (c.g., ACL} 638 in

accordance with synchronous connection oriented communication module 122 auditor

123 and asynchronous connectionless communication module 124 audfor 125. FIGS.

2 and 4 illustrate one ofthe transports is selected for real-time audio signal
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communication based upon operating conditions 626. as described above and

according to selecting module 136 and/or 127. power management criteria module

128 andror 129. radio frequency quality measurement module 130 andror 13].

network criteria module 132 andior [33 andtor manual selection module [34 ande’or

135. FIGS. 4 and 5 show switching between one transport and the other is processed

by the queue controller 640 according to queue controller module MO andfor 14]. It

is understood that Fewer or more steps may he included in the above-described

method.

|0052| FIG. 7 depicts some architecture components 700 of a Bluetooth enabled

IFO device such as a headset 102 (see FIG. 1). The mode controller 7’56. the switch

7‘44. queue controller 740 and encoder 71 l were discussed above. A microphone 780

may provide input to the encoder 7] l._ and a speaker 78] may receive output from the

decoder 71 I. When SCO audio transptm is used, continuously variable slope delta

tL‘VSD} encoding takes place within the hardware ot'thc baseband processor 782.

IODSSI When ACL audio transport is used, audio compression and decompression

783 takes place within an application layer 784. The ACL audio packets conform to

data protocols such as a real-time transport protocol (RTF), a. user datagram protocol

tUDP'}. and an lntcrnct Protocol “Pl 785. Packets may undergo header

compression/dccompression 786. A user interface 787 may be accessed using For

example. a multifunction button. for manual control ot‘switching between one

transport and another.

"3054] Bluctooth profiles 788 mayI use the ACL transport. Such profiles can

include signaling for a handsfi'cc profile (HFP) and data For a serial port pro file (SPP'J,

a personal area networking profile {PAN}. a sewicc discovery application profile
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{SDAPL and a generic access profile (GAP). Moreover, the AC1. packets may further

conform to protocols such as a logical link control and adaptation protocol tLZCAP).

a link manager protocol (LMP). a service discovery protocol (SDP). and a Bluetootli

network encapsulation protocol (BNEI’J 789. Radio frequency communication

protocol {RFCOMM} provides emulation of serial ports within LZCAP.

[0055] As described in detail above. during transmission and receipt of audio

signals. and in particular voice signals. ‘rl Bluetooth device can switch between a

synchronous circuit—switched transport and an asynchronous packet—switched

transport. each having particular characteristics and benefits and are mutually

exclusive for voice. except. For example during the switching process where they may

be simultaneously transmitted. The ability to use two transports for bi-directional

audio signals with the ability to seamlessly handof‘f‘ between the two can significantly

improve the voice quality over Bluetooth and the user‘s handst‘rec experience. In a

system such as a Bluetooth headset and a Bluetooth enabled handset, one or the other

device can make a transport selection ofonc ofthe transports for real-time audio

signal communication based upon operating conditions andKor manual activation.

Bluetooth devices and particularly. headsets enjoy popularity because they provide

users the ability to communicate while seamlessly operating in dific1‘ent

environments. Accordingly, providing improved voice quality over Bluctooth has

become important for mobile device manufacturers A headset as described above

can be backwards compatible with an existing handset using the SCO transport.

While a handset as described may operate better with a headset according to this

disclosure. As described above. il‘nproventents made to bi-directional audio

communication. and in particular voice quality over Bluctooth may be beneficial.

23
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[0056] This disclosure is intended to explain how to fashion and use various

embodiments in accordance with the technology rather than to limit the true‘ intended.

and fair scope and spirit thereof. The foregoing description is not intended to be

exhaustive or to be limited to the precise forms disclosed. Modifications or variations

are. possible in light ofthe above teachings. The embodimentts) was chosen and

described to provide the best illustration of‘the principle of the described technology

and its. practical application‘ and to enable one “(ordinary skill in the art to utilize the

technology in various embodiments and with various modifications as are suited to

the particular use contemplated. All such modifications and variations are. within the

scope of the invention as determined by the appended claims! as may be amended

during the pendeney ofthis application For patent. and all equivalents thereof. when

interpreted in accordance with the breadth to which they are fairly, legally and

equitably entitled
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CLAIMS:

1 An [IO device. comprising;

a controller;

9 a transceiver coupled to the controller. the transceiver configured to establish a

short range radio link and bi-dit‘cctionally communicate real-time audio

signals over a synchronous Circuit-switched transport and an asynchronous

packet—switched transport over the short range radio link From a single

source of real-time audio signals: and

ll) a switch For transport selection ofone ofthe transports for real-time- audio

signal communication based upon operating conditions.

The device nl'claim I wherein the HO device is a wireless audio terminal.in)

l‘i 3. The device oF claim I wherein the U0 device is an audio gateway.

4. The device of‘ claim I wherein the synchronous circuit-switched transport is a

Bluctootlt synchronous connectionoricntcd or extended synchronous connection—

oricntcd transport.

5. The device ofclaim I wherein thc asynchronous packet-switched transport is a

Btuetooth async hmnous connection—oriented transport.

t'J I'm
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6. The device ofelain‘t I wherein transport selection is automatically activated.

7. The device of claim 6 wherein transport selection is based on at least one of

power management criteria. radio frequency quality measurements and network

criteria.

8 The device ttrclaittt I wherein transport seleclit'm is manually activated.

9. The device ofelaim l. bi-directionally communicating real-time audio signals

between the wireless audio terminal and the audio gateway over a synchronous

circuit-switched transport and simultaneously an asynchronous- packet-switched

transport ofthe short range radio link.

10. The device of claim I wherein a switch is processed by a queue control lcr

configured to deliver at least one packet between transmission ofthe synchronous

transport and the asynchronous transport.

I I The device ofelairn I wherein audio signals are voice signals.

2ft
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13. A method of an Ia’O device. comprising:

bi-directionally communicating with another U0 device over a short range

radio link ol‘real-time audio signals over a synchronous circuit—switched

transport and an asynchronous paeket-swutclted transport over the slton

range radio link from a single source cheat—time audio signals; and

selecting one ofthe transports For real-time audio signal communication based

upon operating conditions.

13. The method of claim 12. bi-direetionully communicating real-time audio

signals between the wireless audio terminal and the audio gateway over a

synchronous circuit-switched transport and simultaneously an asynchronous packet-

switched transport of the short range radio link.

14. The method ot'claim II'. wherein the synchionous eircuit~switehed transport is

a Bluetooth synchronous connection-oriented or extended synchronous connection-

orientcd transporti

15. The method ofelaim 12 wherein the asynchronous packet—switched transport

is a Bluetooth asynchronous connection-oriented transport.

to. The method of claim [2 wherein transport selection is automatically activated.
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17. The method ofelnim I6 wherein the transport selection is based on at least one

ofpower management criteria. radio frequency quality measurements and network

criteria.

5 18. The method of claim 12 wherein transport selection is manually activated.

1*). The method orclaim I7... further comprising:

switching processed by a queue controller configured to deliver at least one

packet when the wireless audio terminal in switching audio communication

In between the synchronous transport and the asynchronous transport.

20. The method of claim 12 wherein audio signals are voice signals.
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"I A method of a dual mode wireless headset system. including a. wireless audio
to .

terminal and an audio gateway, the method comprising:

establishing a short range radio link between the wireless audio terminal and

the audio gateway:

4 bi—directionally communicating real—time audio signals between the wireless

audio terminal and the audio gateway over a synchronous Circuit-switehed

transport and an asynchronous packet-switched transport. of the short range:

radio link from at least one single source; and

selecting one ot‘ the transports for realntime audio signal communication based

10 operating conditions ol'al least one of the wireless audio terminal and the

audio gateway.

'7’" The method ot'elairn 2] wherein the synchronous circuit-switched transport is

a Bluetooth synchronous eonneetion~oriented or extended synchronous eonneetiow

l‘ oriented transport.

'23. The method ofelairn El wherein Izhe asynchronous packet-switched transport

is a Bluetooth asynchronous connection—oriented transport.

20 '24. The method of claim 2] wherein transport selection is automatically activated.

25. The method ot‘elaim 25 wherein transport selection is based on at least one of

radio frequency quality measurements. network criteria and power management

criteria

7".)
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'26.

2?.

S

’28.

If)

29.

The method of claim 2] wherein transport selection is manually activated.

The method of claim 2 l , further comprising:

switching processed by a queue controller configured to deliver at least one

packet when the wireless audio terminal is switching audio communication

between the synchronous transport and the asynchronous transport.

The method of claim 21. upon transport selection, further comprising:

switching between the synchronous circuit-switched transport and an

asynchronous packet-switched transport that is processed by a queue

controller configured to deliver at least one packet when at least one of'thc

wireless audio terminal and the audio gateway is in audio communication.

The method ot‘claim 3] wherein switching is processed by a queue controller

l‘i configured to deliver at least one packet when the wireless audio terminal is switching

audio communication between the synchronous transport and the asynchronous

transport

30. The method of claim 2] wherein audio signals are voice signals.

10
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TITLE

ADJUSTABLE SHAPE EAFI PHONE

 

PRIORITY CLAIM

The present application claims priority to US. provisional application

Serial No. 61/009,690. titled "ADJUSTABLE FIT EARBUD, CLOTH COVERED

CORD AND CORD CLIP ZIPPER." filed December 31, 2007‘ which is

incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUN D

The present disclosure generally relates to adjustable ear inserts and

more particularly to earphones for listening to audio media. such as that which

may be played from portable audio devices.

Earphones are usually a pair of small loudspeakers that are provided

with a mechanism to hold them close to a user's ears and a means of

connecting them to a signal source such as an audio amplifier, radio. or

portable audio device. such as a CD or MP3 player.

Earbuds are earphones of a small size that are placed directly outside or

in the ear canal. Some earbuds. called external-canal earbuds, are designed to

sit outside the ear canal. These are generally inexpensive and are favored for

their portability and convenience. However, due to their inability to provide

sound isolation, they are incapable of delivering the same dynamic range

offered by many full-sized headphones and ear-canal earbuds (described

below) for a given volume level. As a result, they are often used at higher

volumes in order to drown out noise from the user's surroundings. Over time.

earbuds became a common type of earphone bundled with portable audio

devices.

Internal-canal earbuds are earbuds that are inserted directly into the ear

canal. These otter portability similar to external-canal earbuds, and also act like

earplugs to block out environ mental noise. There are two main types of internals

canal earbuds: universal and custom. Universal internal-canal earphones

provide one or more stock sleeve sizets) to fit various ear canals, which are
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commonly made out of silicone rubber, elastomer, or foam, for noise isolation.

Universal internal-canal earbuds are marketed typically to casual listeners and

are relatively inexpensive. though some offer very high audio quality.

Custom internal—canal earbuds are fitted to individuals. Castings of the

ear canals are made, usually by an audiologist. The manufacturer uses the

castings to create custom-molded silicone rubber or elastomer plugs that

provide added comfort and noise isolation. Because of the individualized labor

involved. custom internal-canal earbuds are more expensive than universal

internal-canal earbuds.

Consequently, there is a need for improved internal-canal earbuds. The

foregoing discusaion is intended only to illustrate some of the shortcomings

present in the field of the invention at the time, and should not be taken as a

disavowal of claim scope.

SUMMARY

The present invention includes, in various embodiments. an adjustable

shape earphone. In at least one embodiment, the earphone includes: (i) a

housing having a first side and a second side; (ii) a resilient cushion attached to

the first side of the housing. the resilient cushion having a compact shape and

an opening; (iii) at least one cantilever arm protruding from the first side of the

housing, where at least part of the cantilever arm is located within the opening

of the resilient cushion; (iv) a dial rotatably mounted in the housing, where at

least part of the dial extends irom the second side of the housing and where the

dial includes threads; and iv) an actuator comprising a first portion and a

second portion. where the second portion has threads. The actuator is

mounted slidably in the housing. and the actuator threads operably engage the

dial threads such that rotation of the dial in a first direction translates the first

portion of the rigid actuator into contact with the cantilever arm. Further, the

first portion of the actuator is configured to bend the cantilever arm into the

resilient cushion as the actuator contacts the arm. and the cantilever arm is

subsequently configured to force the resilient cushion to have an expanded

shape as the cantilever arm bends into the cushion.

IJ
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In another embodiment. the adjustable earphone includes: (i) a housing

having a first side and a second side, where the first side of the housing is

configured to attach to a cushion: (ii) at least one cantilever arm protruding from

the first side of the housing. where at least part of the cantilever arm is

configured to be located within an opening of the cushion when the cushion is

attached to the housing; (iii) a dial rotatably mounted in the housing, where at

least part of the dial extends from the second side of the housing, and where

the dial includes threads; and (iv) an actuator comprising a first portion and a

second portion, the second portion having threads. The actuator is slidably

mounted in the housing. with the actuator threads operably engaging the dial

threads such that rotation of the dial in a first direction translates the first portion

of the rigid actuator into contact with the cantilever arm. In addition. the first

portion of the actuator is configured to bend the cantilever arm as the actuator

contacts the arm.

In yet another embodiment. the adjustable earphone includes: (i) a

housing; (ii) an ear canal portion adjacent to the housing, the ear canal portion

having a first shape; (iii) and an adjustment assembly operably coupled to the

housing. The adjustment assembiy includes: (i) a movable member movable

with respect to the housing between a first position and at least a second

position; (ii) an expansion assembly configured to receive the movable member:

and (iii) a control member configured to move the movable member such that

actuation of the control member causes the movable member to move from a

first position to at least a second position. Further. the movable member is

configured to cause the expansion assembly to expand in at least one direction

when the movable member is moved to the second position. Subsequently, the

expansion assembly is configured to force the ear canal portion to have at least

a second shape when the expansion assembly is expanded.

In yet other embodiments. the adjustable earphone includes: (i) an ear

canal portion having a shape. where the ear canal portion is operable for

placement in a user‘s ear canal; and (ii) means for adjusting the shape of the

ear canal portion by a user when the ear canal portion is positioned in the user’s

ear.
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In yet other embodiments, the present invention provides an adjustable

ear insert including: (i) an ear canal portion configured for insertion in a user's

ear canal, the ear canal portion having a first shape: and (ii) an adjustment

assembly at least partially located within the ear canal portion, where the

adjustment assembly is operable to cause the ear canal portion to have at least

a second shape.

In yet other embodiments, the adjustable ear insert includes: (i) an inner

end having an eartip. where the inner end is configured to be placed within an

ear canal of a user; (ii) and an outer end having a control feature. where the

outer end is configured to remain outside the ear canal, and where the control

feature is accessible by the user to expand or compact the eartip.

In these and other various em bodiments, an adjustable ear insert is

capable of insertion into a user's ear canal and then may be adjusted by the

user to create a snug fit between the ear canal and an ear canal portion of the

adjustable ear insert. In other words. the ear canal portion is capable of being

adjusted to substantially seal the ear canal portion against the user's ear canal.

Where the adjustable ear insert is an earphone, such a snug fit or seal provides.

among other things. enhanced noise isolation from external noises other than

those produced by the earphone. and sound enhancement for sound produced

by the earphone. Where the adjustable ear insert is an earplug, such a snug fit

or seal provides, among other things. enhanced noise isolation from external

noises. Further, the in-ear adjustability of the ear canal portion provides an ear

insert that should not require different sized ear canal portions for different

users.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The features of the various embodiments are set forth with particularity in

the appended claims. The various embodiments. however, both as to

organization and methods of operation. may best be understood by way of

example with reference to the following description. taken in conjunction with

the accompanying drawings as follows.

FIG. 1A is a perspective view of a wired adjustable earphone according

to one non-limiting embodiment.
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HS. 18 is a is a perspective view of a wireless adjustable earphone

according to one non-limiting embodiment

FIGS. 2A-2I3 are diagrams showing compact and expanded shapes of

various ear canal portions of adjustable earphones according to various

embodiments.

FIGS. 3A-3D are several top views of adjustable earphones using a

variety of user controls and actuator mechanisms to provide an adjustable

earphone according to various embodiments.

FIG. 4 is a side cross-sectional view of one non-limiting embodiment of

an adjustable earphone.

FlGS. SA-SG are several iIIUStrations of some of the various ear canal

portion shapes made possible by the adjustable earphone of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is an exploded view of the adjustable earphone of FIG. 4.

FiG. 7 is a side cross-sectional view of one non—limiting embodiment of

an adjustable earphone.

FlGS. BA-BG are several illustrations of some of the various ear canal

portion shapes made possible by the adjustable earphone of FIG. 7'.

FIG. 9 is an exploded view of the adjustable earphone of FIG. 7.

FlG. 10 is a top cross-sectional view of one non-limiting embodiment 01

an adjustable earphone.

FlGS. 1 1A-1 1H are several illustrations of some of the various ear canal

portion shapes made possible by the adjustable earphone of FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 is an exploded view of the adjustable earphone of FIG. 10.

FlG. 13 is a top cross-sectional view of one non-limiting embodiment oi

an adjustable earphone.

FIGS. 14A-14C are several illustrations of some of the 'various ear canal

portion shapes made possible by the adjustable earphone of FIG. 13.

FIG. 15 is an exploded view of the adjustable earphone of FIG. 13.

FIG. 16 is a cross—sectional view of one non—limiting embodiment of an

adjustable earphone inserted and expanded in a user’s ear canal.

FlGS. 17A-17l3 are perspective views of a non-limiting embodiment of an

eartip cushion and a base housing element of an adjustable earphone.
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FIG. 18A is a perspective view of an earphone assembly including a cord

wrapped around an audio device.

FIG. 183 is a perspective view of a portion of an earphone assembly

including a cord only partially wrapped around an audio device.

FIG. 19A is a perspective view of an adjustable earphone irorn the

earphone assembly of FIG. 18A and 188.

FIG. 198 is an illustration of a spring clip from the earphone assembly of

FIGS. 18A and 188.

FIG. 19?, is an illustration of the spring clip of FIG. 198 being used to

hold in place the wrapped cord of the earphone assembly of FIG. 18A.

FIG. 20 is a perspective view of one non-limiting embodiment of an

adjustable earphone having a rotatable dial.

FIG. 21A is an exploded view of the adjustable earphone of FIG. 21A.

FIG. 218 is an exploded view of an ear canal cushion and part of a

housing of the adjustable earphone of FIG. 21 A.

FIG. 22 is a front view of the adjustable earphone of FIG. 21A.

FIG. 23 is a side view of the adjustable earphone of FIG. 21A.

FIG. 24 is a perspective cross-sectional view, taken along line 24-24 in

FIG. 22, of the adjustable earphone of FIG. 21A.

FIG. 25 is a tOp cross-sectional view. taken aIOng line 25-25 in FIG. 22.

of the adjustable earphone of FIG. 21 A. with an ear canal portion shown having

a compact. first shape.

FIG. 26 is a top cross-sectional view, taken along line 26—26 in FIG. 22,

of the adjustable earphone of FIG. 21 A. with the ear canal portion shown having

an expanded, second shape.

FIG. 27 is a side cross-sectional view of the adjustable earphone of FIG.

21A inserted and expanded in a user’s ear canal.

FIG. 28 is a top cross-sectional view of one non-limiting embodiment of

an adjustable earphone having a push button.

-5.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Certain exemplary embodiments will now be described to provide an

overall understanding of the principles of the structure. function. manufacture.

and use of the devices and methods disclosed herein. One or more examples

of these embodiments are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Those of

ordinary skill in the art will understand that the devices and methods specifically

described herein and illustrated in the accompanying drawings are non-limiting

exemplary embodiments and that the scope ot the various embodiments of the

present invention is defined solely by the claims. The features illustrated or

described in connection with one exemplary embodiment may be combined with

the features of other embodiments. Such modifications and variations are

intended to be included within the scope of the present invention.

In the following description. like reference characters designate like or

corresponding parts throughout the several views. In addition. in the following

description. it is to be understood that such terms as "forward." "reanvard,"

"front." "back." "right," "left." “upwardly." "downwardly," and the like are words of

convenience and are not to be construed as limiting terms. The description

below is for the purpose of describing various embodiments of the invention and

is not intended to limit the invention thereto.

The various embodiments described herein are directed to devices

intended to be placed in an ear canal. such as an earphone assembly usable

with an audio device. Referring to FIGS. 18A and 188. an earphone assembly

5 includes a cord to and a pair of earphones 100. The cord 10 has a first end

11. a second end 12. and an electrical connector 13 located at the first end 11.

The electrical connector 13 connects the earphone assembly 5 to an audio

device 1 such that electrical signals may be conveyed through the cord 10. to

each earphone 100. where the eiectrical signal may be converted to audible

sounds by a transducer (see. e.g.. FIGS. 24 and 27). As is known in the field. a

transducer is a device. usually electrical. electronic. electromechanical.

electromagnetic. photonic. or photovoltaic. that converts one type of energy or

physical attribute to another for various purposes. including producing audible

sounds. The term transducer may be used to refer to an audio loudspeaker.
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which converts electrical voltage variations representing music or Speech. to

mechanical cone vibration. and hence vibrates air molecules creating sound.

Each earphone 100 iS located at the second end 12 of the cord. The

cord 10 further includes a first portion 16 adjacent to the first end 11 of the cord

10 and a second portion 17 adjacent to the second end 12 of the cord 10. The

first portion 16 includes a single strand and the second portion 17 includes two

strands such that the two earphones 100 may be placed in the ears of a user.

with one strand of the second portion 17 on each side of the users head.

As shown in FIGS. 1A and 15, a wired (FIG. 1A) or wireless (FIG. 13)

earbud style earphone (100, 50 respectively) according to an aspect of the

present disclosure includes an eartip cushion 121 that may be inserted in a

user‘s ear canal in a compact configuration, or first shape 122, and, once in the

ear canal. expanded to an expanded configuration: or second shape 123 (see

FIG. 26), to fit snugly against all sides of the ear canal (see, e.g., FIG. 27). The

resulting customized fit provides improved audio isolation by blocking external

sounds from reaching the user’s eardrum. as well as improved comfort by

allowing the user to determine the amount of pressure exerted by the eartip, or

ear canal portion 120. on the interior of the ear canal. Further. forming a near

airtight seal between the ear canal portion 120 and the user’s ear canal should

not only reduce the outside ambient noise that reaches the user’s eardru m. but

Should also provide a sound transducer {see FIGS. 24 and 2?} of the earphone

120 with a 1 :1 acoustic coupling with the user’s eardrum. thus enhancing the

audible sound perceived by the user. The eartip cushion 121 may be

fabricated from a foam material. While the earphone of FIGS. 1A or 18 will

typically be returned to its compact configuration. or first shape 122, prior to

removal from the user's ears. the compressible material of the eartip, or ear

canal portion 120. may allow the earbud to be removed while still in its

expanded configuration.

Still referring to FIGS. 1A and ”3. expansion of the eartip may be

achieved by twisting or pressing on a control 180 on an exterior surface of the

earbud. Where expansion is achieved by twisting a control 180 about

longitudinal axis L in the direction of arrow A andror B. a manufacturer’s logo
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189 displayed on the control 180 may be attached to the control by a

mechanism (described below) that allows the logo 189 to remain substantially

upright and readable regardless of the rotation of the control 180.

In various embodiments. referring now to FIGS. 20—27. an adjustable

earphone, such as adjustable earphone 100. for example. can comprise a

housing 110, an ear canal portion 120. and an adjustment assembly 130. The

housing may have a first side 111 and a second side 1 12 (see FIG. 21A and

24). Adjacent to and attached to the first side 11 1 of the housing is the ear

canal portion 120. Ear canal portion 120 generally defines longitudinal axis L

(see FIG. 20) and is operable for placement in a user's ear canal (see, e.g.,

FIG. 27). Ear canal portion 120 is shown in FIG. 20 having a shape that

includes a compact, first shape 122 to facilitate initial placement of the ear canal

portion 120 in the user’s ear canal and may include a cushion 121 (see FIGS.

21 A and 21 B). Cushion 121 generally has an opening 125 that, as is described

in more detail below. may receive part of an expansion assembly 160. Further.

cushion 121 includes a housing groove 127 (FIG. 24) designed to receive or

snap on a protruding ring 118 of the housing 110 such that cushion 121 may

attach releasably to the housing 110. Cushion 121 may be stretchable and

made of a resilient, compressible material. The resilient material may include a

foam, a memory foam, a closed-cell foam, an open-cell foam, an elastomer, an

elastomeric foam, silicone. andfor rubber. The ear canal portion 120, including

cushion 121, may be capabie of being adjusted to have an expanded. second

shape 123 (see FIG. 26). Further, ear canal portion 120, including cushion 121,

may also be capable of being adjusted to have intermediate shapes. or at least

a third shape (not shown}. In other words, the shape of the ear canal portion

120 may be changed to have any number of shapes, including a continuum of

shapes between the first shape 122 and the second shape 123. The purpose of

adjusting the shape of the ear canal portion 120 is to allow a user to change the

shape of the ear canal portion 120. after insertion in the user's ear canal. to

have a snug fit between the ear canal and a substantial part of the ear canal

portion 120. Such a snug fit provides noise isolation (from external noises other

than those produced by the earphone 100) and sound enhancement (for sound

-1)-
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produced by the earphone 100), among other things. Further, the in-ear

adjustability of the ear canal portion 120 provides an earphone 100 that should

not require different Sized ear canal portions 120 or cushions 121 for different

users: in other words, the adjustable earphone 100 may provide a one—size—fits—

all device owing to the customized fit offered by the adjustability of the ear canal

portion.

In various embodiments. referring again to FIGS. 20-27. the adjustable

earphone 100 may include means for adjusting the shape of the ear canal

portion 120 by a user when the ear canal portion 120 is positioned in the user‘s

ear canal. Means for adjusting the shape of the ear canal portion 120 may be

provided in at least one embodiment by adjustment assembly 130. Adjustment

assembly 130 may be operably coupled to the housing 110 andior to the ear

canal portion 120 such that actuation of the adjustment assembly 130 causes

the ear canal portion 120 to have at least a second shape 123.

Generally, according to various non-limiting embodiments. the

adjustment assembly 130 may include a movable member 140, an expansion

assembly 160. and a control member 180. The movable member 140 may be

movable with respect to the housing 110 between a first position (see FIG. 25)

and at least a second position (see FIG. 26). The expansion assembly 160

may be configured to receive the movable member 140, and the Control

member 180 may be configured to move the movable member 140 with respect

to the housing 110. Actuation oi the control member 180 may cause the

movable member 140 to move from the first position (see FIG. 25) to the

second position (see FIG. 26). The movable member may be configured to

cause the expansion assembly 160 to expand in at least one direction when the

movable member is moved to the second position (FIG. 26). Flelatedly, the

expansion assembly may be configured to force the ear canal portion 120 to

have at least a second shape 123 when the expansion assembly 160 is

expanded. Conversely, the expansion assembly 160 may be configured to

retract in at least one direction when the movable member is moved to the first

position (FlG. 25). thus resulting in the ear canal portion returning to the first

shape 122 when the expansion assembly 160 is retracted.

-lli—
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In more detail. according to at least one non-limiting embodiment. the

movable member 140 may include a first portion 150 and a second portion 142

that together serve as an actuator (see FIGS. 21 A and 24). as explained in

more detail below. Generally. the movable member moves along longitudinal

axis L (see FIG. 20) and is designed to move relative to the housing such that

the first portion 150 of the movable member 140 may engage the expandable

member 160 when moved accordingly. Such relative movement is caused by

force exerted on the movable member by a user adjusting control member 180.

as described below. This force may be provided by any number of mechanical

mechanisms: here the movable member 140 receives a moving force from a

threaded engagement between the control member 180 and the second portion

142 of the movable member 140 at threads 143 (see FIGS. 21 A and 25).

Threads 143 of the movable member 140 are designed to remain rotationally

stationary relative to the housing 110 such that rotation of the control member

180 forces the movable member to translate with respect to the housing 1 1D.

This rotational stability is provided by guide protrusions 146 (FIG. 21A) on the

second portion 142 of the movable member 140. Guide protrusions 146 are

received slideably in guide recesses 114 (FIG. 21B) of the first side 111 of the

housing 110 such that the second portion 142 of the movabie member 140 may

translate but will not substantially rotate with respect to the housing 110 owing

to the interface between the protrusions 146 and the recesses 1 14.

Further, referring to F IGS. 21A, 24, 25 and 27. the second portion 142

may include a cavity 141 that is configured to support a transducer 190. part of

the cord 10 electrically coupled to the transducer 190 (see FIG. 27), and the first

portion 150 of the movable member 140. The second portion 142 may also

include a slot 149 for passing the cord 10 into the cavity 141. Additionally. the

second portion 142 may include locking grooves 147 and transducer supports

148. The first portion 150 of the movable member 140 may include locking

protrusions 152 that are designed to be inserted and twisted into the locking

grooves 147 of the second portion 142 such that transducer 190 is held in

place. or sandwiched, between the first portion 150 and the second portion 142

of the movable member. Friction between the first portion 150. the transducer

-]|_
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190, and the supports 148 of the second portion 142 may provide sufficient

force to prevent the protrusions 152 of the first portion 150 from freely

decoupling from the locking grooves 14? of the second portion 142.

Accordingly. the movably member 140. including the first and second portions

150, 142. is designed to move as a single rigid body relative to housing 110.

Thus. while shown in at least one embodiment as two separable components.

first and second portions 150. 142 could also be one unitary and integral

component.

The first portion 150 of the movable member 140 is designed, in at least

one non-limiting embodiment, to actuate expansion assembly 180 as the first

portion 150 is moved from a first position (FIG. 25} to at least a second position

(FIG. 26). The first portion 150 thus includes an actuating surface 155 (see,

e.g. FIG. 24) that may be shaped and positioned such that the actuating surface

155 engages operably the expansion assembly 160, as explained in more detail

below. The first portion 150 of the movable member 140 also may include a

sound passageway 151 (FIG. 21A) oriented along longitudinal axis L. Sound

passageway 151 provides a channel along which sound produced by the

transducer 190 may travel freely toward an inner end 101 (FIG. 20) of the

earphone 100 and into opening 125 (FIGS. 21A~26) of the cushion 121. Also.

the first portion 150 includes an O-ring grooms 153 (FIG. 21A} configured to hold

an elastic O-ring 154. O-ring 154 seals the movable member against the first

side 111 of the housing 110 andfor against the expansion assembly 160 (see

FIGS. 25—26). Accordingly, audible sound waves produced by the transducer

190 only are allowed to travel toward the inner end 101 of the earphone 100.

and, subsequently. a user’s ear drum, via sound passageway 151 of the

movable member 140.

According at least one non-limiting embodiment, referring now to FIGS.

21A-21 B and 25-26. the expansion assembly 160 is designed to expand in at

least one direction when actuated by the movable member 140. The expansion

assembly 160 may be designed to expand in a direction substantially transverse

to the longitudinal axis L (see FIG. 20). Here. this is accomplished by using a

set of cantilever arms 161. The cantilever arms 161 protrude from the first side

-1fi_
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111 of the housing and. when the resilient cushion 121 is attached to the

housing, are at least partially located within the opening 125 of the cushion 121.

Arm recesses 126 (FIG. 21 B) formed in the cushion 121 receive the cantilever

arms 161 such that the cushion 121 does not rotate freely thereon. The

cantilever arms 161 are uniformly spaced around longitudinal axis L to form an

opening 164 configured to receive the first portion 150 of the movable member.

Cantilever arms 161 each include an inner surface 163 and an outer surface

162. Inner surface 163 is curved at least partially toward longitudinal axis L so

that at least part of the inner surface 163 will make contact with the movable

member's actuating surface 155 when the movable member 140 is advanced

toward the inner end 101 of the earphone 100. The actuating surface 155 of

the movable member 140 is curved correspondingly to meet the inner surface

163 of each cantilever arm 161. As the movable member 140 is moved toward

the inner end 101 of the earphone 100. the actuating surtace 155 of the first

portion 150 of the movable member 140 makes contact with one or more of the

cantilever arms 161 at inner surface 163. Further movement of the movable

member 140 in the same direction pushes on the inner surface 163, thus forcing

the cantilever arm 161 to bend away from longitudinal axis L (see FIG. 26).

Because the cantilever arms 161 are received insertably in the opening 125 of

the resilient cushion 121. the cantilever arm is bent into the cushion 121 as the

movable member 140 contacts and pushes the cantilever arm 161 .

Consequently. as the cantilever arm is continually bent away from longitudinal

axis L, the cushion 121 is forced to have an expanded, second shape 123 (see

FIG. 26). Thus. the ear canal portion 120 may be expanded after insertion in a

user‘s ear canal, substantially sealing the cushion 121 against the user‘s ear

canal to form a snug fit.

Note that, while a plurality of cantilever arms 161 are described above as

providing the expansion assembly 160 with the ability to expand, It is

contemplated that any number of cantilever arms. including one. could perform

the same or similar function.

According at least one non-limiting embodiment. the control member 180

is designed to actuate the movable member 140 such that the movable member

-1]-
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140 moves to cause expansion assembly 160 to expand in at least one

direction. Control member 180 accomplishes this in any number of forms. For

instance, but without limitation, control member 180 could be in the form of a

push button. rotatable dial. or squeezable member. In FIGS. 20—27. for

example. control member 180 is a dial 182 rotatably mounted in the housing

110. Dial 182 rotates. but does not translate with respect to housing 110. Dial

182 moves in such a fashion because it includes a protruding ring 184 (FlGS.

21A and 25} along its perimeter that slideably engages a groove 1 17 of the

housing 110. Groove 11? is formed between a lip 113 of the second side 112.

the first side 111, and cord guide 115 of housing 110 (See FIG. 25). Thus, dial

182 is rotatable about longitudinal axis L. Further, at least part of the dial may

extend from the second side 112 of the housing 110 such that it is accessible to

a user while ear canal portion 120 is inserted in the user’s ear canal (see. FIG

27). Grips 185 (FIG. 21A} or another textured surface of the dial 182 may

provide an enhanced user interface as the user rotates the dial with his or her

fingers.

Referring to FIGS. 21A and 25, dial 182 may include a cavity 181 for

insertably receiving the second portion 142 of the movable member. Further,

the dial may have threads 183 formed in the inside of the dial, facing cavity 181 .

The threads 183 are configured to operably engage the threads 143 formed on

the surface of the second portion 142 of the movable member 140. Thus.

rotation of the dial 182 rotates dial threads 183, resulting in a translational force

being applied to the movable member 140 via movable member threads 143.

The translational force causes the movable member to move either forward.

toward the inner end 101 of the earphone 100. or backward, toward an outer

end 102, depending on the direction dial 182 is being rotated. Thus. the

actuator or movable member threads 143 operably engage the dial threads 183

such that rotation of the dial 182 in a first direction translates the rigid actuator

into contact or additional contact with each cantilever arm 161 (see FIGS. 25»

26).

Focusing now on the other elements of earphone 100. the housing 110

may be adapted to receive a number of cemponents. including a transducer

-14_
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190. Also. cord 10 (FIGS. 188 and 27) is received in the housing 110 through

cord passageway 116 of cord guide 115 (see FIG. 24). Cord guide 115 may

also include a marking 119 to indicate in which ear, for example right [“FI," as

seen in FIG. 21 A) or left {'L." not shown), a user should place the earphone

100. Cord 10 provides an electrical conduit between the electrical connector 13

and the transducer 190; part of the cord 10 may be electrically coupled to the

transducer 190, for instance, an interior wire of cord 10 may be soldered to the

transducer 190 (see FIG. 27). Transducer 190 is capable of producing audible

signals. or sound. in response to electrical signals received by the transducer

190 from the electrical connector 13 via cord 10. To prevent undesired stress

from being transferred to the transducer. the cord 10 may be tied to form a knot

(FIG. 27) at the cord's second end 12 (FIG. 188). This knot is received within

the cavity 141 of the second portion 142 of the movable member 140 and is

sized such that it is larger than the width of slot 149 (FIG. 24). Therefore, if a

user pulls on cord 10. the knot is forced against the second portion 142 at slot

149 and the knot absorbs the stress created by such pulling, thereby shielding

the transducer from unnecessary stress andlor strain.

Further, the second portion 142 of the movable member 140 may have a

man ufacturer’s logo piece189 positioned near the outer end 102 of the

earphone 100 (see FIGS. 1A, 20, 21A and 25). Logo piece 189 is press fit to

the second portion 142 such that it is visible through dial 182 at the outer end

102. The logo piecelB2 is kept in a desired position, for example,

approximately horizontal, when the cord 10 is hanging in a downward direction

from a user‘s ear. for example similar to the orientation shown in FIG. 27. The

logo piece 189 is kept in such a position because the logo piece 189 is secured

to the non-rotating movable member 140 at second portion 142. While the logo

189 may translate with the movable member 140, it will not rotate with dial 182;

therelore, it is prevented from rotating such that an observer easily may read

the manufacturer's logo regardless of the rotation of dial 182.

The foregoing has focused on at least one embodiment for adjusting the

shape of an eartip. or an ear canal portion. of an earphone while inserted in a

user‘s ear canal. However, various embodiments are possible to accomplish
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the same or similar goal. As illustrated in FIGS. 2A-2E. expansion of the eartip

220 may be achieved in several ways. In a first embodiment (see FIG. 2A).

where the eartip 220 is in a compact configuration 222 when unmodified. inner

and outer sides 22?, 228 of the eartip may be brought together to compress the

material of the eartip 220, causing it to expand into an expanded configuration

223. In a second embodiment (see FIG. 28). where the eartip 320 is in an

expanded configuration 323 while unmodified, inner and outer sides 32?, 328 of

the eartip 320 may be pulled apart from each other to stretch the material of the

eartip. causing it to change into a compact configuration 322. In a third

embodiment (see FIG. 2C). where the eartip 420 is in a compact configuration

422 when unmodified, an outer portion 428 of the eartip may be squeezed.

displacing eartip material into remaining portions of the eartip 420, causing the

remaining portions to expand into an expanded configuration 423. In a fourth

embodiment (see FIG. 20), where the eartip is in a compact configuration 522

when unmodified. one or more elements of the earbud that are located inside

the eartip [for example, a cantilever arm or arms 161. as described above and

seen in FIGS. 21A-21B and 24-27} may push outwards on the eartip. causing it

to expand into an expanded configuration 523. In a fifth embodiment (see FIG.

2E), where the eartip 620 is in an expanded configuration 623 when unmodified

one or more elements of the earbud that are located inside the eartip 620 may

pull inwards on the eartip 620. causing it to change into a compact configuration

622.

As illustrated in FIGS. 3A~3D. a variety of user controls and actuator

mechanisms may be utilized to provide an earbud. or earphone. according to

various non-limiting aspects of the present disclosure. For example. referring to

FIG. 3A, an earphone 1400 may include an adjustment assembly 1430 that may

include a control member 1480 in the form of a pressable button. The control

member 1480 may also be operable with finger grips 1417 protruding from a

housing 1410 of the earphone 1400 such that a user may grip the finger grips

1417 and press the button. or control member 1480. without forcing the

earphone 1400 excessively into an ear canal of the user. Depressing the

button. or control member 1480. may cause an ear canal portion 1420

-]i‘1+

Exhibit 1002 - p. 185



Exhibit 1002 - p. 186

“J1

It)

2”

L.) 'Jt

30

W0 20097086555 PCT/U SZIIOBHIBRfiSfi

extending from a housing 1410 to transition from a first shape 1422 to a second

shape 1423. Alternatively. referring now to FlG. SD, an earphone 1600 may

include an adjustment assembiy 1630 that may include a control member 1680

also in the form of a pressable button. However. in the earphone 1600 of FIG.

SD, the finger grips shown in FIG. 3A are omitted. Depressing the button. or

control member 1680, may cause an ear canal portion 1620 extending from a

housing 1610 to transition from a first shape 1622 to a second shape 1623.

In more detail. an earphone 1700 with a pressable button as control

member 1780 is shown in FIG. 28. The control member 1780 is part of an

adjustment assembly 1730 that includes a movable member 1740 and an

expansion assembly 1760. Earphone 1700 is similar to earphone 1400

described above in that it also has finger grips 1717 protruding from a housing

1710 such that a user may grip the ginger grips and press the button, or control

member 1780, without forcing the earphone 1700 and ear canal portion 1720

excessively into an ear canal of the user. Depressing the button, or control

member 1780 causes a movable member 1740 to move and actuate expansion

assembly 1760. Thus, depressing the button. or control member 1780‘ may

cause an ear canal portion 1720 extending from a housing 1710 to transition

from a first shape 1722 to a second shape 1723. Movable member 1740,

expansicn assembly 1760, and ear canal portion 1720 are similar to movable

member 140 and expansion assembly 160 described above and seen in FIGS.

25-26, for example. The control member 1780 includes a protract-retract

assembly 1783 operable to hold the movable member 1740 in the first position

shown in FIG. 28 before the button. or control member 1780. is initially pressed

and, after pressing the button, operable to hold the movable member in a

second position (not shown) correlating with expansion of the expansion

assembly 1760 and transition of the first shape 1722 to a second shape 1723.

Protract-retract assembly 1788 may be similar to that used with a traditional

retractable ballpoint pen including a spring and cam arrangement and Is

described. for example. in U.S. Patent No. 3.819.282 to Schultz titled

RETRACTABLE PEN. hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

-17-
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Further, referring now to FIG. 33, and as discussed above. an earphone

100 may include an adjustment assembly 130 including a control member 180

in the form of a rotatable dial. Rotating the dial, or control member 180. may

cause an ear canal portion 120 extending from a housing 110 to transition from

a first shape 122 to a second shape 123.

Another non-limiting example of a user control and actuator mechanism

is provided by reference to FIG. 30. An earphone 1500 may include an

adjustment assembly 1530 including a squeezeable control member 1580

operable to rotate a movable member 1540 such that an expansion assembly

1560 presses outward on an ear canal portion 1520 extending from a housing.

Squeezing the control member 1580 causes the ear canal portion 1520 to

transition from a first shape 1522 to a second shape 1523.

In any event, according to various non-limiting embodiments of an

adjustable earphone, a user control, or control member. is capable of being

manipulated by a user while an eartip, or ear canal portion, of the earphone is

positioned in the user's ear canal. In response to such manipulation of the

control member, the ear canal portion is designed to change shape such that

the ear canal portion fits snugly against the ear canal.

Unless otherwise indicated herein. an earbud. or earphone. according to

an aspect of the present disclosure has an inner end with an eartip, or ear canal

portion. that is placed within the ear canal of a user and an outer end with a

control leature. or control member. that remains outside the ear canal and may

be accessed by the user to expand or compact the eartipj or ear canal portion.

In various embodiments, referring to FIGS. 4-6. an adjustable earphone

800 may include another means for adjusting the shape of an ear canal portion

820 having a first shape 822 (FIGS. 4. 50, and 5E) by a user when the ear

canal portion 820 is positioned in the user‘s ear canal. Means for adjusting the

shape of the ear canal portion 820 may be provided in at least one embodiment

by adjustment assembly 830. Adjustment assembly 830 may be operably

coupled to housing 810 andror to the ear canal portion 820 such that actuation

of the adjustment assembly 330 causes the ear canal portion 820 to have a

-13-
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second shape 823 (FIGS. SD and 5(3) and may also cause ear canal portion

820 to have at least an intermediate. third shape 824 (FIG. 5F).

As seen at least in FIGS. 4 and/or 6, adjustment assembly 838 may

include a movable member 840, an expansion assembly 860. and a control

member 880. The control member 880 may include a rotatable adjustment dial

882. Further, the ear canal portion 820 may include a cushion 821. Positioned

at least partially within the housing 810 are a transducer 890 and a

manufacturer logo piece 889. A cord is coupled to the transducer 890 (see FIG.

4) such that electrical signals can be passed to the transducer 890 to create

audible sound therefrom.

Thus, FIGS. 4-6 depict an earphone or earbud 800, according to an

aspect of the present disclosure, where rotation of an adjustment dial 882

having an internal thread 883 and located at an outer end 802 of the earbud

800 pulls a movable member. or actuator 840. coupled to an ear canal portion.

or eartip 820. at an inner end 801 of the earbud 800. with the result that the

eartip 820 is compressed along an axis L running from the outer end 802 to the

inner end 801 of the earbud 800, causing it to expand radially away from the

axis L.

In various embodiments. referring to FIGS. 7-9. an adjustable earphone

900 may include another means for adjusting the shape of an ear canal portion

920 having a first shape 922 (FIGS. 7 and 8A). 922a (FIG. SD}. or 922D (FIG.

8F) by a user when the ear canal portion 920 is positioned in the user's ear

canal. Means for adjusting the shape of the ear canal portion 920 may be

provided in at least one embodiment by adjustment assembly 930. Adjustment

assembly 930 may be operably coupled to housing 910 andior to the ear canal

portion 920 such that actuation of the adjustment assembly 930 causes the ear

canal portion 920 to have a second shape 923, (FIG. 8A). 923a (FIG. 8E). or

923i) (FIG. 86}. The first and second shapes shown in FIGS. 7~8G (922. Q22a.

and 922i). and 923. 923a, and 923D} are dependent on the relative size. shape.

and placement of the various components of the earphone 900 including. but

not limited to. the expansion assembly 960. the movable member 940. and the

ear canal portion 920.

-l')+

Exhibit 1002 - p. 188



Exhibit 1002 - p. 189

'4"

IO

2”

30

W0 2|)!!9l'086555 PCT/U SZIIUWIIBSfiSfi

As seen at least in FIGS. 7 and/or 9, adjustment assembly 930 may

include a movable member 940, a expansion assembly 960, and a control

member 980. The control member 980 may include a rotatable adjustment dial

982. Further. the ear canal portion 920 may include a cushion 921. Positioned

at least partially within the housing 910 are a transducer 990 and a

manufacturer logo piece 989. A cord is coupled to the transducer 990 (see FIG.

7) such that electrical signals can be passed to the transducer 990 to create

audible sound therefrom.

Thus. FIGS. 7-9 illustrate another earbud 900, according to an aspect of

the present disclosure. where rotation of an adjustment dial 982 having an

internal thread 983 and located at an outer end 901 of the earbud 900 pulls a

movable member, or first element 940, of an adjustment assembly. or actuator

assembly 930. toward the outer end 902 of the earbud 900. The first element

940 is tapered along its length. having a narrower portion 956 and a wider

portion 955. An expansion assembly. or second element 960. of the actuator

assembly 930 is positioned between the first element 940 and the camp 920.

The second element 960 is similar to the expansron assembly 160 including

cantilever arms 161 described above (see. e.g.. FIGS. 21A-21B and 24-26).

The second element 960 has a plurality of portions 961 extending from an outer

end to an inner end of the second element 960. In a compact configuration,

inner surfaces 963 of the plurality of portions 961 of the second element 960 are

in contact with the narrower portion 956 of the first element 940. As the first

element 940 moves toward the outer end 902 of the earbud 900. the wider

portion 955 of the first element 940 is pulled into contact with the inner surfaces

963 of the plurality of portions 961 of the second element 960. causing the

plurality of portions 961 of the second element 960 to push outward and expand

the eartip 920.

In various embodiments. referring to FIGS. 10-12, an adjustable

earphone 1000 may lnciude another means for adjusting the shape of the ear

canal portion 1020 having a first shape 1022 (FIGS. ‘IO. 11A—11l3. and 11E) by

a user when the ear canal portion is positioned in the user‘s ear canal. Means

for adjusting the shape of the ear canal portion may be provided in at least one

—2{i—
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embodiment by adjustment assembly 1030. Adjustment assembly 1030 may be

operably coupled to housing 1010 andior to the ear canal portion 1020 such

that actuation of the adjustment assembly 1030 causes the ear canal portion

1020 to have at least a second shape 1023 (FIGS. 11A—11B and 11F).

As seen at least in FIGS. 10 andfor 12. adjustment assembly 1030 may

include a movable member 1040. a expansion assembly 1060, and a control

member 1080 that are formed as one unitary and integral component. Further.

the ear canal portion 1020 may include a cushion 1021. Positioned at least

partially within the housing 1010 are a transducer 1090 and a manufacturer logo

piece 1089. A cord (not shown) is coupled to the transducer 1090 such that

electrical signals can be passed to the transducer 1090 to create audible sound

therefrom.

Thus, FIGS. 10-12 show yet another earbud 1000 according to an aspect

of the present disclosure, having an ear canal portion. or eartip 1020. with an

interior having a plurality of radially inward-extending lobes 1026 and a

moveable member, or actuator 1040, with corresponding radially outward-

extending lobes 1055 that form at least part of expansion assembly 1060. An

outer end of the actuator 1040 forms a control member 1080 that may be

rotated by a user. In a compact configuration. the lobes 1055 of the actuator

1040 are located in gaps 1028 between the lobes 1026 of the eartip 1020.

When the user rotates the actuator 1040 via control member 1080. the outward-

extending lobes 1055 of the actuator 1040 press against the inward-extending

lobes 1026 of the eartip, pushing outward on the inner surlace of the eartip

1020 and causing the eartip 1020 to expand. The number of outward extending

lobes of the actuator andlor expansion assembly may vary, for example. four

lobes 1055 of expansion assembly 1060 are shown at least in FIG. 110.

whereas two lobes 1055a or an expansion assembly 1060a are shown at least

in FIG. 11D. The cushion of eartip 1020 is correspondingly formed for the

number of respective expansion assembly lobes. for instance cushion 1021

(FIG. 11C) and cushion 1021a (FIG. 11D] may be formed for expansion

assembly 1060 and expansion assembly 1060a. respectively. The first and

second shapes of the eartip 1020 shown in FIGS. 10 and 11A—1 1 H are
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dependent on the size. shape. and placement of the various components of the

earphone 1000. Adjusting the number of tobes. as explained above, can also

provide different first and second shapes (1022 and 1022a. and 1023 and

1023a. respectively) of the ear canal portion 1020.

In various embodiments, referring to FIGS. 13—15, an adjustable

earphone 1100 may include another means for adjusting the shape of an ear

canal portion 1120 having a first shape 1122 (FIG. 14A) by a user when the ear

canal portion 1120 is positioned in the user's ear canal. Means for adjusting the

shape of the ear canal portion 1 120 may be provided in at least one

embodiment by adjustment assembly 1130. Adjustment assembly 1130 may be

coupled operably to the housing 1 1 1O ahdlor to the ear canal portion 1120 such

that actuation of the adjustment assembly 1130 causes the ear canal portion

1120 to have a second shape 1123 (FIG. 14A).

As seen at least in FIGS. 13 andror 15. adjustment assembly 1 130 may

include fixed element 1140. expansion assembly 1160, and control member

1180. Further, the ear canal portion 1120 may include a cushion 1121.

Positioned at least partially within the housing 1110 are a transducer 1190 and

a manufacturer 1090 piece 1189. A cord (not shown) is coupled to the

transducer 1190 such that electrical signals can be passed to the transducer

1190 to create audible sound therefrom.

Thus, FIGS. 13-15 depict another earbud 100 according to an aspect of

the present disclosure. An adjustment assembly. or actuator assembly 1130.

within an eartip 1120 includes an expansion assembly. coiled element 1160.

wrapped around an external surface of a fixed element 1 140 and attached to

the iixed element 1140 at an inner end. A rotating control member 1180 is

attached to an outer end of the coiled element 1 160. In a compact configuration

(see FIG 148}. the coiled element 1 160 lies adjacent to the fixed element 1 140

and rotation in a first direction is not posoible, because it would cause the coiled

element 1 160 to wrap more tightly against the fixed element. Rotation In the

opposite direction, however, resutts in an expansion of the diameter of the

coiled element 1160. causing the eartip 1120 to expand (see FIG. 14C).

"I"!
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HQ. 16 shows an exemplary earbud 1200 according to an aspect of the

present disclosure that is adjusted by pressing, rather than rotating, a control

1280. An adjustment. or actuator assembly 1230, has a plurality of stiff fingers

1261 extending from an outer end 1202 to an inner end 1201 within an eartip

1220 and coupled to a button 1282 at an outer end 1202 of the earbud. The

fingers 1261 form a profile 1262 with a portion having a narrower radius

tapering to a portion having a wider radius. The earbud 1200 also includes a

ring 1240 around the fingers 1261, the ring 1240 positioned at a fixed distance

inward from the outer end 1202 of the earbud 1200. As the button 1282 is

pushed inward or pulled outward. the tapered profile 1262 of the fingers 1261

slides within the ring 1240, the outer end of the fingers 1261 expand or contract

radially. and the eartip 1220 expands or contracts.

The earbud 1200 of HS. 16 and other earbuds or earphones according

to aspects of the present disclosure not only cause the outer surface of an

eartip to expand, but also cause the inner cavity of the eartip to expand. The

expanded cavity provides a larger volume for sound from the earphone to

resonate and generates better low frequency response from the earphone.

In FIG. 1? a snap ring 1327 is shown that operates to attach an eartip

element 1321 to a base element 1311 of an earbud 1300. The snap ring 1327

is located in a first end of the eartip element 1321. The base element 1311 of

the earbud 1300 includes a tapering portion with a groove 1318 around the

tapering portion that corresponds in size to the snap ring 1327. As the first end

of the eartip 1320 is pressed onto the base element, the snap ring 1327

expands elastically around the tapering portion of the base element 131 1 until

reaching the groove 1318. whereupon it contracts back toward its original

diameter. The elastic force of the snap ring 1327 attempting to return to its

original diameter holds the snap ring 1327 in the groove 1318 and acts to

prevent the eartip 1320 from slipping off the earbud 1300 and sealing the eartip

1320 to the base element 1311. Eartip element 1321 and base element 1311

may form part of a housing of an earphone. such as first side 111 of housing

110 of adjustable earphone 100 described above and seen in FIG. 21 A.
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FiGS. 18A and 188 also depict a cord 11 according to another aspect of

the present disclosure that may be used with earphones. such as the earbuds

described above or with other types of earphones. The cord is covered with

cloth. foam. or another soft material. The cord has an electrical connector 13 at

a first end 11 and one or more earphones 100 at a second end 12. The

connector 13 at the first end 11 may be coupled to an audio device 1. When

the audio device 1 is not in use. the cord may be wrapped around the audio

device 1 and form a cushion (FIG. 18A), protecting the audio device 1 from

damage when placed loose in a briefcase. backpack. or other carrier. The

earphones 100 at the second end of the cord may be tucked under another

section of the cord to prevent the cord from unwrapping from around the audio

device 1.

F—‘iGS. 18A, 188, 19B, and 190 illustrate a cord clip 15 according to

another aspect of the present disclosure. An earphone cord 11 may include a

first portion 16 adjacent to a first end 1 1 of the cord 1 1 where the cord 11 is

configured as a single strand. Between the first portion 16 of the cord 11 and a

pair of earphones 100 at a second end 12 of the cord. is a second portion 17 of

the cord 11. which is configured as two strands that lie along opposite sides of

the head when the earphones are inserted into the ears. The two strands of the

second portion 17 may pass through two corresponding apertures in a cord clip

15, as shown in FIGS. 18A. 188. 198 and 190. When the earphones 100 are

in use. the cord clip 15 may be slid toward the first portion 16 of the cord 11.

allowing the earphones to be separated and placed in the ears of the user.

When the earphones 100 are not in use, the cord clip 15 may be slid toward the

second end 12 of the cord 1 1._ to hoid the earphones 100 together and make the

cord 1 1 easier to handle than it would be if the earphones 100 were left

separated. The cord clip 15 further includes a spring clip 14 that may be used

when the cord is wrapped around an audio device 1 to clip the second end 12 of

the cord 11 to a ponion of the cord closar to the first end 1 1 of the cord and help

to prevent the cord 11 from unwrapping from around the audio device 1.

Although various embodiments have been described herein. many

modifications and variations to those embodiments may be implemented. For

-34_
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example, the adjustable earphone may be converted to an adjustable earplug or

other adjustable ear insert. Conversion of the above described earphone into

an adjustable earplug may be accomplished, for example. by removing the

electrical components and removing the passageways for sound to travel.

thereby providing an earplug with an adjustable shape when placed in an ear

canal of a user. Further, while the general components of the adjustable

earphone described above may be made of plastic (except at least parts of the

cord. the eartip Cushion. and the transducer). metal or other materials may be

used where desirable. The foregoing description and following claims are

intended to convey and cover all such modification and variations.

Any patent. publication, or other disclosure material. in whole or in part.

that is said to be incorporated by reference herein is incorporated herein only to

the extent that the incorporated material does not conflict with existing

definitions. statements. or other disclosure material set forth in this disclosure.

As such. and to the extent necessary. the disclosure as explicitly set forth

herein supersedes any conflicting material incorporated herein by reference.

Any material. or portion thereof. that is said to be incorporated by reference

herein. but which conflicts with existing definitions. statements. or other

discloswe material set forth herein will only be incorporated to the extent that no

conflict arises between that incorporated material and the existing disclosure

material.
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ELM

What is claimed is:

1 An adjustable earphone. comprising:

a housing having a first side and a second side:

a resilient cushion attached to the first side of the housing. the resilient

cushion having a compact shape and an opening;

at least one cantilever arm protruding from the first side of the housing.

wherein at least part of the cantilever arm is located within the opening of the

resilient cushion;

a dial rotatably mounted in the housing. wherein at least part of the dial

extends from the second side of the housing, wherein the dial includes threads;

and

an actuator comprising a first portion and a second portion, the second

portion having threads. wherein the actuator is sfidaloly mounted in the housing.

wherein the actuator threads cperably engage the dial threads such that

rotation of the dial in a first direction translates the first portion of the rigid

actuator into contact with the cantilever arm;

wherein the first portion of the actuator is configured to bend the

cantilever arm into the resilient cushion as the actuator contacts the arm,

wherein the cantilever arm is configured to force the resilient cushion to have an

expanded shape as the cantilever arm bends into the cushion.

2. An adiustable earphone, comprising:

a housing having a first side and a second side, wherein the first side of

the housing is configured to attach to a cushion;

at least one cantilever arm protruding from the first side of the housing,

wherein at least part of the cantilever arm is configured to be located within an

opening of the cushion when the cushion is attached to the housing;

a dial rotatably mounted in the housing. wherein at least part of the dial

extends from the second side of the housing. wherein the dial includes threads;

and

36+
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an actuator comprising a first portion and a second portion. the second

portion having threads. wherein the actuator is slidably mounted in the housing.

wherein the actuator threads operably engage the dial threads such that

rotation of the dial in a first direction translates the first portion of the rigid

actuator into contact with the cantilever arm:

wherein the first portion of the actuator is configured to bend the

cantilever arm as the actuator contacts the arm.

3 An adjustable earphone, comprising:

a housing:

an ear canal portion adjacent to the housing, the ear canal portion having

a first shape: and

an adjustment assembly operably coupled to the housing, wherein the

adjustment assembly comprises:

a movable member movable with respect to the housing between

a first position and at least a second posrtion:

an expansion assembly configured to receive the movable

member; and

a control member configured to move the movable member such

that actuation of the control member causes the movable member to move from

a first position to at least a second position;

wherein the movable member is configured to cause the expansion

assembly to expand in at least one direction when the movable member is

moved to the second position. wherein the expansion assembly is configured to

force the ear canal portion to have at least a second shape when the expansion

assembly is expanded.

4. The adjustable earphone of claim 3. wherein the expansion assembly is

configured to retract in at least one direction when the movable member is

moved to the first position. wherein the ear canal portion is configured to have

the lirst shape when the expansion assembly is retracted.

-37-
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5. The adjustable earphone of claim 3. wherein the ear canal portion

comprises a resilient material.

6 The adjustable earphone of claim 3. wherein the control member

comprises a rotatable dial.

7 The adjustable earphone of claim 3. wherein the control member

comprises a pressable button.

8. The adjustable earphone of claim 3. wherein the control member

comprises a squeezable member.

9. An adjustable earphone, comprising:

a housing;

an ear canal portion adjacent to the housing. the ear canal portion having

a first shape; and

an adjustment assembly operably coupled to the housing such that

actuation of the adjustment assembly causes the ear canal portion to have at

least a second shape.

10. The adjustable earphone of claim 9. wherein the adjustment assembly

comprises a control member accessible to a user and an expansion assembly

operably coupled to the control member. wherein the control member is

configured to actuate the expansion assembly such that the ear canal portion

has at least a second shape when the expansion assembly is actuated

1 1. The adjustable earphone of claim 10. further comprising an inner end

and an outer end. wherein the ear canal portion is adjacent to the inner end and

the control member is adjacent to the outer end. wherein the expansion

assembly comprises an actuator coupled to the ear canal portion near the inner

end.
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12. The adjustable earphone of claim 10, wherein the expansion assembly

comprises at least one bendable arm.

13. The adjustable earphone of claim 10. wherein the expansion assembly

comprises a rotatable actuator having lobes.

14. The adjustable earphone of claim 10, wherein the expansion assembly

comprises a coiled element-

15. The adjustable earphone of claim 9, wherein the adjustment assembly is

operably coupled to the housing such that actuation of the adjustment assembly

causes the ear canal portion to have at least a third shape.

16. The adjustable earphone of claim 9, further comprising a cord having a

first end, a second end, and an electrical connector located at the first end,

wherein the housing is located at the second end of the cord, wherein the cord

is at least partially covered with a soft material.

17. The adjustable earphone of claim 16‘ wherein the soft material

comprises a cloth.

18. The adjustable earphone of claim 16, further comprising a cord clip.

wherein the cord further comprises a first portion adjacent to the first end of the

cord and a second portion adjacent to the second end of the cord. wherein the

first portion comprises a single strand and the second portion comprises two

strands. wherein the cord clip is slidably coupled to the two strands of the

second portion.

19. The adjustable earphone Of claim 18. wherein the cord clip further

comprises two apertures. wherein each aperture is configured to insertably

receive one of the two strands of the second portion of the cord.

_'.'||).,5
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20. The adjustable earphone of claim 18, wherein the cord clip further

comprises a spring clip that is configured to clip to the cord.

21. An adjustable earphone, comprising:

an ear canal portion, the ear canal portion having a shape, wherein the

ear canal portion is operable for placement in a user's ear canal; and

means for adjusting the shape of the ear canal portion by a user when

the ear canal portion is positioned in the user‘s ear.

22. An adjustable ear insert, comprising:

an ear canal portion configured for insertion in a user’s ear canal. the ear

canal portion having a first shape; and

an adjustment assembly at least partially located within the ear canal

portion. wherein the adjustment assembly is operable to cause the ear canal

portion to have at least a second shape.

23. The adjustable ear insert of claim 22, wherein the adjustment assembly

comprises a control member accessible to a user and an expansion assembly

operably coupled to the control member, wherein the control member is

configured to actuate the expansion assembly such that the ear canal portion

has at least a second shape when the expansion assembly is actuated.

24. The adjustable ear insert of claim 22, further comprising a first end and a

second end. wherein a transducer is located between the first end and the

second end.

25. The adjustable ear insert of claim 22. wherein the ear canal portion is

configured to resist audible sound from reaching an ear drum of the user when

the adjustable ear insert is inserted in the user's ear canal.

26. An adjustable ear insert. comprising:

—3ll-
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an inner end having an eartip. wherein the inner end is configured to be

placed within an ear canal of a user; and

an outer end having a control feature, wherein the cuter end [S

configured to remain outside the ear canal. wherein the control feature is

accessible by the user to expand or compact the eartip

2?. The adjustable ear insert of claim 26, further comprising a transducer

located between the inner end and the outer end.

23. The adjustable ear insert of claim 26. wherein the ear canal portion is

configured to resist audible sound from reaching an ear drum of the user when

the adjustable ear insert is inserted in the user’s ear canal.

-3]-
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AMENDED CLAIMS

received by the international Bureau on 07 April 2009 (07.04.2009)

1. An adjustable earphone. comprising:

a housing having a first side and a second side:

a resilient cushion attached to the first side of the housing. the resilient

cushion having a compact shape and an opening;

at least one cantilever arm protruding from the first side of the housing.

wherein at least part of the cantilever arrn is located within the opening of the

resilient cushion;

a dial rotatably mounted in the housing, wherein at least part of the diet

extends from the second side of the housing. wherein the dial includes threads;

and

an actuator comprising a first portion and a second portion. the second

portion having threads, wherein the actuator is slidably mounted in the housing,

wherein the actuator threads operably engage the die! threads such that

rotation of the dial in a first direction translates the first portion of the rigid

actuator into contact with the cantilever arr-n;

wherein the first portion of the actuator is configured to bend the

cantilever arm into the resilient cushion as the actuator contacts the arm,

wherein the cantilever arm is configured to force the resilient cushion to have an

expanded shape as the cantilever arm bends into the cushion.

2. An adjustabie earphone. comprising:

a housing having a first side and a second side, wherein the first side of

the housing is configured to attach to a cushion;

at least one cantilever arm protruding from the first side of the housing,

wherein at least part of the cantilever arm is configured to be located within an

opening of the cushion when the cushion is attached to the housing;

a dial rotatably mounted in the housing. wherein at least part of the dial

extends from the second side of the housing. wherein the dial includes threads;

and

AMENDED SH EET (ARTICLE 1 9)
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an actuator comprising a first portion and a second portion. the second

portion having threads, wherein the actuator is slidebly mounted in the housing.

wherein the actuator threads operably engage the dial threads such that

rotation of the dial in a first direction translates the first portion of the rlgld

actuator into contact with the cantilever arm;

wherein the first portion of the actuator is configured to bend the

cantilever arm as the actuator contacts the arm.

3. An adjustable earphone1 comprising:

a housing;

an ear canal portion adjacent to the housing, the ear canal portion having

a first shape; and

an adjustment assembly operably coupled to the housing. wherein the

adjustment assembly comprises:

a movable member movable with respect to the housing between

a first position and at least a second position;

an expansion assembly configured to receive the movable

member; and

a control member configured to move the movable member such

that actuation of the control member causes the movable member to move from

a first position to at least a second position;

wherein the movable member is configured to cause the expansion

assembly to expand in at least one direction when the movable member is

moved to the second position, wherein the expansion assembly is configured to

force the ear canal portion to have at least a second shape when the expansion

assembly ls expanded.

4. The adjustable earphone of claim 3, wherein the expansion assembly is

configured to retract in at least one direction when the movable member is

moved to the first position, wherein the ear canal portion is configured to have

the first shape when the expansion assembly is retracted.

AMENDED SHEET {ARTICLE 19)
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5. The adjustable earphone of claim 3, wherein the ear canal portion

comprises a resllient material.

6. The adjustable earphone of claim 3. wherein the control member

comprises a rotatable dial.

7
The adjustable earphone of claim 3, wherein the control member

comprises a pressable button,

8. The adjustable earphone of claim 3. wherein the control member

comprises a squeezable member.

9. An adjustable earphone. comprising:

a housing;

an ear canal portion adjacent to the housing. the ear canal portion having

a first shape; and

an adjustment assembly operably coupled to the housing such that

actuation of the adjustment assembly causes the ear canal portion to have at

least a second shape.

10. The adjustable earphone of claim 9, wherein the adjustment assembly

comprises a control member accessible to a user and an expansion assembly

operably coupled to the control member. wherein the control member is

configured to actuate the expansion assembly such that the ear canal portion

has at least a second shape when the expansion assembly is actuated

1 1. The adjustable earphone of claim 10, further comprising an inner end

and an outer end, wherein the ear canal portion is adjacent to the inner end and

the control member is adjacent to the outer and wherein the expansion

assembly comprises an actuator coupled to the ear canal portion near the inner
end.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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12. The adjustable earphone of claim 10. wherein the expansion assembly

comprises at least one bendable arm.

13. The adjustable earphone of ciairn 10. wherein the expansion assembly

comprises a rotatable actuator having lobes.

14. The adjustable earphone of claim 10, wherein the expansion assembly

comprises a coiled element.

15. The adjustable earphone of claim 9‘ wherein the adjustment assembly is

operably coopied to the housing such that actuation of the adjuetment assembly

causes the ear canal portion to have at least a third shape.

16. The adjustable earphone of claim 9, further comprising a cord having a

first end, a second and, and an electrical connector located at the first end,

wherein the housing is located at the second end of the cord. wherein the cord

is at least partially covered with a soft material.

17. The adjustable earphone of claim 16, wherein the soft material

comprises a cloth.

18. The adjustable earphone of claim 16. further comprising a cord clip.

wherein the cord further comprises a first portion adjacent to the first end of the

cord and a second portion adjacent to the second end of the cord. wherein the

first portion comprises a single strand and the second portion comprises two

strands, wherein the cord clip is siidabiy coupled to the twin strands of the

second portion.

19. The adjustable earphone of claim 18, wherein the cord clip further

comprises two apertures, wherein each aperture is configured to insertabiy

receive one of the two strands of the second portion of the cord.

AMENDED SHEET {ARTICLE 19)
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20. The adjustable earphone of claim 18. wherein the cord clip further

comprises a Spring clip that is configured to clip to the cord.

21. An adjustable earphone, comprising:

an ear canal portion. the ear canal portion having a shape, wherein the

ear canal portion is operable for placement in a user's ear canal; and

means for adjusting the shape of the ear canal portion by a user when

the ear canal portion is positioned in the user's ear.

22. An adjustable ear insert comprising:

an ear canal portion configured for Insertion in a user’s ear canal. the ear

canal portion having a first shape; and

an adjustment assembly at least partially located within the ear canal

portion. wherein the adjustment assembly is operable to cause the ear canal

portion to have at least a second shape.

23. The adjustable ear insert ot claim 22, wherein the adjustment assembly

comprises a control member accessible to a user and an expansion assembly

operably coupled to the control member, wherein the control member is

configured to actuate the expansion assembly such that the ear canal portion

has at least a second shape when the expansion assemny is actuated.

24. The adjustable ear insert of claim 22, further comprising a first end and a

second and, wherein a transducer is located between the first end and the

second end.

25. The adjustable ear insert of claim 22. wherein the ear canal portion is

configured to resist audible sound from reaching an ear drum of the user when

the adjustable ear insert is inserted in the user’s ear canal.

26. An adjustable ear insert, comprising:

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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an inner end having an eartip, wherein the inner end is configured to be

placed within an ear canal of a user; and

an outer end having a control feature, wherein the outer end is

configured to remain outside the ear canal. wherein the control feature is

accessible by the user to expand or compact the eartlp.

2?. The adjustable ear insert of claim 26. further comprising a transducer

located between the inner end and the outer end.

28. The adjustable ear insert of claim 2'5. wherein the ear canal portion is

configured to resist audible sound from reaching an ear drum of the user when

the adjustable ear insert is inserted in the user's ear canal.

29. An adjustable eaphone. comprising:

an ear canal portion configured for insertion in a user’s ear canal. the ear

canal portion having a compact shape;

a rotatable dial accessible to and rotatable by a user when the ear canal

portion is inserted in the user’s ear canal: and

an expansion assembly operably coupled to the rotatable dial, wherein

the expansion assembly is at least partially located within the ear canal portion.

and wherein the expansion assembly is Operable to cause the ear canal portion

to expand into at least an expanded shape without external force being applied

to the ear canal portion;

wherein the rotatable dial is configured to actuate the expansion

assembly such that the ear canal portion has one of a continuum of shapes

between the compact shape and the expanded shape-

30‘ An adjustable earphone, comprising:

an ear canal portion configured for insertion in a user's ear canal, the ear

canal portion having an expanded shape;

a rotatable dial accessible to and rotatable by a user when the ear canal

portion ls inserted in the user‘s ear canal; and

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)
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an expansion assembly operably coupled to the rotatable dial. wherein

the expansion assembly is at least partially located within the ear canal portion,

and wherein the exoansion assembly Is Operable to cause the ear canal portion

to retract into at least a compact shape without external force being applied to

the ear canal portion;

wherein the rotatable dial is configured to actuate the expansion

assembly such that the ear canal portion has one of a continuum of shapes

between the expanded shape and the compact shape.
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FIG. 1A
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCTJUS UBJ'B 5656

A. CLASSIFICATION 01-“ SUBJECT MA'ITER

IPC(8) - H04R zsroo (2009.01)
USPC - 331:380

According to International Patent Classification {PC} or to both national classification and WC
B. FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched [classification wstcm followed by classification symbols}USPC; 38lf380

Documentation scorched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched
USPC: 3311309. 370. 300 (keyword limited - see search terms)

 

Electmmc data base consulted during the international search [name ordain has: and. where practicable. search tcrms used)
Pool-NEST (USPT. PGPB. EF'AB. JPAE‘I); Googlo Patents; Sample
Search Terms Used: adjustable aarplug. cantilever arm: actuator: dial: shape: transducer: cord: foam

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 

Citation ordoutment. with indication, where appropriate. ol‘the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.

3-5. 8-12. ‘4. 1.5. 2.2. 23,
25. 26.28

US QUMIOESBZGS A1 {SAXTON at all 23 December 2004 (23.12.2004). entire document.
especially: para1007B]. [00?3]. [0030]. [0051]. [OUBSHOOBT]. IDDB'J}. [0095}

1. 2, 6. 1'. 13. 15-21242?

US 1102.03? at (MARSH) 27 February 200? (21022007). entire document. especially: col. 2.
In 3-25; col. 3. Ind-1418. 6d - ml_d.tn?9. 31~321ool 5. In 75-26

'I. 2, E. "f. '3. 21

US 200?.“3218562 A1 (TSN) 20 Septemoar 200? (ZODSRDDH. enlire document. afipeciaily:para {0023]. [0024)
1.6-20

US 200610140426 A1 (BERG) 29 June 2005 (29.06.2006). entire documanl. ospeciaily: part:
[0021]

24, 27

US 200210090090 A1 tHWANG) 1t July 2002 “1.0120021. entire document. capacielly: para
[0015]

1?

 

El
later docnmeot published aflrr the international filing Little or riotily
date and not to conflict with the ap icntion hut crtcd to on etsland

D Further documents art: listed in the confirmation of Box C. 
Special categories of cited documents:
document dcfining the general state of the art. which is not considered

“T"

inventionto be of panieulat relevant-a:
earliet application or patent but published on or after the international
filing date
document which may throw doubts on priority claimts} or which ls
cued to alahhsh the publication date of another citauon or other
spectral res-ton (as specified)

Ilte principle 01' thcnry underlying l.
document ofpanicular relevance; the cloimedinvention cannohbe
confident-d novel or cannot be coostdered to Involve an Inventivestep when the documenl Is taken alone
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to Involve an tnventave step when the document is
combined With one or more other such documents. such combinationdocument refon-ing to an oral disclosure, use. cxhihiu'on or other . _bets-lg obvlous to a person skilled in the art

means

dOCurrlent publishcdprinr to the international filingdate but later thanthe priority date claimed
Dali: ol' the actual complclton of the international search

document member of'l'ne some patent family

'Dtttc ofmailiog of the international search report

1 7 FEB 2039
Authorized ofiiccr:

on February zoos (04.02.2909;
 

Name and mailing address ofthc ISAIUS
Mail Slop PCT. Alto: ISNUS. Commissioner for Palents
RD. Butt. 1450. Naxanm‘la. Virginia 22313-1450
Facsimile No. 5? 1 «23'3—3201

Form PCTHSA}! ID (second shat) {Aptil 2007)

Lee w. Young
I’C'l' l-l-alndollt' Sin-27143“!
PCT USP. 571-2724?"
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PCTIUSZfiOQt'039754 1 1 116.2909

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

PCT

IN E'ERNATIUNAL SEARCH REPORT

(PCT Article IS and Rules 4?- 3ttd 44)

“NEW” “" ”5"“95 in“ “farm“ I FOR FURTHER 5% Form rcmsmzm
QSOWBF’C‘I AC'TiON as we]! as, where applicable. itcm 5 below.

International applicattun: u.
 

-. (Eat'licat)?r1t=rity Dab: (dafufrttomhfyaur)International filing dalu rklajaé'mrmmflvmr;
Wm

PCTIUS 09:39?54 0? April 2mg 1010420091 I 0? And! 2003 {07 04.2003}m—_._...._........._._..—.........I....................._. ................_.._._.

Applicant
Koss Comratim 

This. international scar-3h report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is tmnsmittcd to the applicant
awarding, [:3 Article 13. A copy is being transmitted to the Illicl‘flallmlfll Bureau.

This. International search rcpm‘t wusists Ur a total of £- sheets
E] I! is alsu accoxnpuuiud by 'd. cup); at” :‘at‘l'l prim mt Gut-omen: citcd in this report

1. Basis ofthc report
a. With regard In the language, lht international search was carriefl Lin! 0:: the basis of

{X} the {tittmational application in the language in whlch it was filed.

[3 a translation ol'tht: mmmatmnat applrcamm imn ____ which 15 mt: language of
a translatton hamishcd fer the purposes of international search {Ruies 12.3[u3and 23 l(b})

b. D This tritemattmtal snatch report has been estahiishcd taking into account the rectification of an trbvlcus mistake
authorized by or notified to this Authority under Rule 91 (Rule 43.6bt‘s(a)).

t7. [:3 With regard to any nucleotide til-idiot amino acid sequent: disclosed. m the intcmatjunal application. SCI: Box Na. 3.

2. [3 Certain claims were found unsean’hable 153:: Box No. fl].

5. D Unity nfim‘entlan is lacking {sec Box No. Ill).

4. With regard t:- {he tine.

the text 15 approved as submitted by the appltcant

D the qut has brim tslublishcd by this Authority it: read as follaws-

5. With regard to the abstract.

[2] the mitt is approved as Eufinlilu‘d by the applicant.

E] tin: tut has been establiufl‘tcd. according [U Kill: 382%}, by {has authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant
may. within out: month fmm the dun: at" mailing ufihis inwmatiunal starch report. submit cnmttittms to this Authority.

(1. With regard to the drawings,

it, the figut't: ofllte drawings to be published wuh the absnnct 35 Figure No. 2B

as suggested by the applicant.

m as relcctcd by this Aurhanry, because rhc appiicant failed [a suggest a figure.
E] as selected by this Authonry. because rim: figure better characterizes the invention

‘9. D none ofthe figure: is to be published with th: abstract.

Form FCTHSNZ EU (11:5: shut] (Ann! 2091'?)
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PCTIU82009!839754 1 1 116.2009

' I INTERNhTiDNA!» SEARCH REPORIY iamnaafiqnal appiichiinn NO.
P CTIU 5 09339754 

A. CLASSIFICATEON 0F SUBJECT MATTER.

iPCfB) - H0453 ”02 {2009.01}
USPC — 3811330

According lo [mammional Patent Classification {19C} or to both national classification and IPC

B . HELES SEARCHED
Mimi-nun! documcnmkion starchy] (ciassfl'lcauan system foiiowcfi by ctnssiiicamn “mt-ob)IJSPC: EBUSBB

 

  

 

Documemalion searched olher than minimum documsmmion in am: amen: than such dun-Immune en: included :43 [ha fields srarchcd
USF'C: 3813309‘ 330; 3403505; 709I230 (sec terms below)

 

EIe-rimnic data base ccunsuilcd during the inlcmalionai sin-arch (Ham: Ofdnm has: afld. where niaciicahlt. starcrl terms uscffl
PunWESTEPGPBMSFTUSOQEF‘ABJPAB]: GOGGLE SCHOlAfi .Saamh terms: ad has: wireless neinrk. miraatructura wireless neiwmk. earphone. Masses; digiSa! audio. antenna, transceiver. server.
streaming. web page

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Cilaliml ufdm‘umunl. wilh imliwmm. Wham appropriaie‘ of 1110 relcvan! passages Rt'lcvam to claim Na.

us 2mm: I63i6 m {Gummy 24 May 2'53;viii-35:555%]I3iii-ii;‘3SEEK;i:€§§€§n§flm_ 1*???''''_
para [0035}:0134], K3222}. £0262!-I02??}. [USMHGSZB]. 393501103521, Fig. 1. 13. 12, £9

 

US emsxmmgag m {Horn at al 1 13 March 2003 113.133.2003), anlire dacumenl

US 2mm1§8233 A1 {Manchesier a] 31306 Semember 2005 {06.69.2005}. ansire dmumem

E3
Sperm! {inmatnrm arcited dmnmenm.
documen: defining the generai slim: aftha an which is n9: comma-Had
lo be Dr pmiuular “define:
eafl'ter application or pawn! bu: pubiimed on or ifier (he imamntiandlfilms dme
ducumunl which may llimw duuth on priority claim“) (Ir which is
cilud :a cslahhsh Em: {IthImh-Un dale of meme: ammo“ or ulht‘rspeciai runs-an {as specified)
doctfliitltl nail-{ring to an anal disciosum. use. exhibition ur ulhcrmeans
documenl pubhsimd prim It: she inlcmalioml filing dam but later than
Ihe prioniy dale claimed

Dale of' the actual cmnpletiou of 1h: Enternximnal search

112 June 2009 (02 06.2009}

18w: doc-unit?! p::bii.-_hcd ailuimc inlqmaiional filing date or dorky
ijale and not In confluci With me up human but cued to no: ersland
(Ir.- flannel: u: Ihtury undrrlymg lie :nwnwn
document of particular mltvance; :hc clulmtd invenlion cannot be
canswered novel 31' $53an igu- cunsii‘icmd In Inunivc an invcnlwcstep when the document ‘.5 mam sinner
docnmcnl n!” particuiar mlrwncc: :hc claimed invcnlion cannul b:
Conélfifl‘cd in involve an inventive step when Ihc dcc’umcn'l. i5
cumbmedwnh on: or man- nmer finch dccuments. 5min cambmalinn
bcing ubvmus to u pcrsion skilled m :he an
docunlcm member cl" the same pawn: fnmEEy

Dam: ofnlailil:g Df'lhc uncmarional snatch rep-Jr:

1 1 JUN 2889
 
Name and mailing address of she ISanS

Maii Slop PCT. Aim. ISNUS. Commissioner for Palsnts
F" D 80: 1350‘ nieuanaria, Vitgima Emits-Mat)
Facsimile Nu. 571‘273-3201

Form Pcmsmz H) Mndshcur) (mm: 2001)

Authomxa officer:

tee W. Young
901’ Hermann 571‘27‘24300
PC! 05F: 5fl-2'II’2‘HH
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

From the
tN'f'ERNA'i'iDNAi. i’REI .lMENARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY

 
 

 
 

T0:

MARK G. KNEDEISEN
' ‘K&L GATES LLP PCT

”K63. GATES cgn‘rE-ft NOTIFICATION OF 'TRANSMl'n‘AL OP
1’ 10 SIXTH “WE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY
E’I'ETSEURGH, PA. “222-1633 FJ‘AM iNATION REPORT

{PCT Rule 71.!) 

Date of Mailing

___—___________________ (dayx‘rrmmfifitearl 2 8 0 C T 2018
l Applicant‘s or agent's file reference -----------------_ .
I I380] SSPCT .._.__._
g international application No.l

i PC'I‘MSGQBSP'FSvl
Applicant

 
 

IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION

 
 

 

intomationo-iflfiling datc't’dtti-I’munti‘u-Tirewi Priority date (mimomhéae-Qr}

 

 

 
 

 

0? April 2009 {01.04.2599} ii? A fit 2008 (07.04.2008)

LKDSS CORPORKTIQN   

I. The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the
international preliminary examination report and its annexes. if any, established on tin: international application.

M
A copy of this report and its annexes, if any, is being transmittal to the intomtztional Bureau for communication to all
the elected Dmces.  
 

 
.J;

  Wham: required by any of tho elected (ll‘lices, the lntematéonal Bureau will prepare an English translation of the
report (but not ofany annexes} and will transmit such translation In those Offices.  

 

  
 

 

4. REMINDER

  The applicant must ctlifll‘ the: national phase before. each elected Office by pcrfiarming certain acts. {filing translations
and playing national foes) within 3t) months from the priority data: {or later in more Olfices}l_'Article 39(1)){562 also
the reminder sent by the Intornationitl Bureau with Form PCTXIB/IOI).  
 

  
Whore a translation of the international application must be furnished to an eiccted Office, that tramlation must

contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary examination l‘tgmrt. it is the applicant's
responsibility to prepare anti I‘umish such translation directly to each elected Office consented,  

 For further details on the applicable time limits and rcquiremonts nfli-te elected Offices, see Volume II omit; PC?
Applicant's Guido.  

 
 
 
 

Name and mail dress of the [PEA/US Authorized officer
Mail Stop PCT. Attn' ii’lfifiu’ US
Commissioner {cur Patents
P O. Box 1451)
Alenmtdn‘n. Virginia 123:34‘350

Facsimile Nu.

Form l’CUIPEMi to (July 1992)

Chariot: Appinh

Tclcphnnc Na. 5?] -2'l'3-83Dl3  
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

PCT

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINA RY EXAMINATION REPORT

{PCT Article: 36 and Rule 70}
 

  
 

  
 

Appiiwfl’s or agent‘s fiic reference
 
 

 

. Soc Notification of Transmittal of International

I on FURTHER “mo” Preliminary Examination Report (Form PC1'HI’EN416)
International filing date (dagifmmim/wad Priority date {day/manthfiamr}

9.991....and HR.

 
 980 l SSPCT

International application Na  

 
  
  

  

 PCTQJSU‘JJ’39754 OT A Ii12fl09 (9
lnlemalimial Patent Classificulion (19C) (If natimiai classil'at

iPC; H9“! 1502(200fi iii)
USPC: 455.33. 6.55.!

A}: piictml

 

   

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
  

 

i. This intcmatianai preliminary examination report has been prepared by this lntematioaai Prciiminary
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Articla 36.

This REPORT consists {if a total oak-fig sheets, inciuding this cover sheet.[a

D This rep-mt is also accornpimied by ANNEXES, in, sheets ofth description, claims and/Gr drawings
which have. been amended and are the basts for this report andk'or sheets containing rcctificati ons made
heist: this Authority (sex. Rule. 3'0. 16 and Section 6:}? of the. Administrative Instructions under the PCT”).

These. anncxss mnsist at“ a tutai of sheets.

Basis ofthe report

Priority

[:l Non-establishmmil oi‘r'fiport with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial appiicabiiity

E Lack ofuriity nfinvcmion

Reason-1:6 statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step ur industrial
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

El Certain dacuments cited

L—J Certain defects in the: internalinnal application

Certain obs:‘:rvations on the mammalian! appiicalian

Date of submission of the demand ___ Date of compietion of this report

03 December 2009 (03.12.2609) 21 October 20!!! (21.30.2010)

Name and mailing address of the WEAKL‘S
Mai: 5m}: PCT. Aim: IRE/U US[Immusinmx for Pineal:
PA). 801 ‘M 50
file-muddy Virginia 223l3-5459

Fatsumir: Nu.

Farm PCTHFEN499 [Eu-var sheetjfluiy [998}

Authurizud officer

Charles Appiaii

'I‘eiephone No. S“? I-2 13—8300
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PGTIUS2QQSIOSQTS4 28.18.1201 0

Intcmatnona] application No.

  {N'ITIRNATIUNAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT
  

PC‘IMSDWBE‘Hfi

 
  

!. Basis of its: report  
 

  

I. With regard tn the elements nfthe international‘applicationz’  

 E the international applimtian as miginally filed.
E] the description:

pages '22—'28 _- as Originally flied
“___, filed with the dcnxand

filed with the letter of

 

  
    
 the Claims:

pages t -33 , as originality filed
pages Hpnc .33 amended {Lngeihef with any statement) under Article 19
pages None , filed with the demand

. filed with thc letter 0f

 
  
  
  
  
 
  

  
_______ as originatiy filcd

pages N—ma _. filed with the demand
pages Nohc , Med with the. letter at“  

 K‘ the Hequcrtce listing pan of the description:
pages 11195; _ __ ‘ as originally filed
pages None _filed with the demand
pages Name ,filed with lhfi 1611:! Of__ ______________ ___.

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above. were available or {umishod to this Authoritym the
language in which the inttmationai appiicatkm was 1" 16d unless otherwise ifidicatcd under this item
These elements ware availabic or fumished to this Authority in the following Ianguage which is;

  
 

  

  the language. of a translation furnished for the purposes of inlcmmional search (finder Rule-23. [ti-1)}.

the. ianguagc m“ pubiication ai‘lhe intmtional applicatim (under Rule 483(5)).BBC]
the ianguage of the transiatian furnished far the put-pasts ot'intcn‘mtional preliminary cxaminationtunder Rules:
55‘: andfor 55.3},

3. With regard to any nuctcotide all-51m- amino acid sequence. dist-Justin! in the internatinnal appticatltm, the:
international preliminary examination was carried out an the basis 01' the sequence listing:

  
contained in the ilttfl‘naiimmi applicatitan in printed Form

filed togeflter with the international application in cnmpmer readable form.

furnished subsequently It} this Authurity in written form.

furnished subscqucntiy to this Authority in computer readable form

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence iisting does not go bevund the diaclosun’:tn the
international appiication as; f" 1ch has been tarnished

The statement that the information recarded in computer readable [ht-m i5 Ede-mica! ta the written sequence Hating
has been furnished

The mnendmeuts have resulted in the canccttation of.

DDDEEDS
9*  

E] the descriptiun pages
D the claims Nos ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
D the dwwingi sheets/fig“

5. D This report has been established 33 if {mum of} the :tmemimmtts had not been made, aim: they have been confident? to go
hcyand the disctusame as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 71) 2(c}}."

‘ Rapist:ammuheefl‘ which have hecnflmrximd w the rag-mats 03kg m rarpomc m an :m-itozion under arm-Ia M are rqfisrrea’ to m
:ha‘r ”W” at “artginctfézjflwr and are no: annexed :5 this remrrsince they do not contain amendments {Rafa-s F’t). f6-and 70 I F}
“ Ar}: repkrremém sheet mataim'ng suck amendments mus: be referrczi to under item .’ mad annexed to {Fm reparr.

 
   

  

  
  

  
Form Pcmpefimm (Box i) {July was}
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hllmialionui apalicalion No.-

INTERNATIONAL PRELmflNARv EXAMINATION REPORT PCTIUSQWEQTSQ
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

citations and explauaiiams suppcnfmg suck state-em
 

 

 

  

I. STATEMENT

Nevsky (N) Claims l-- 3

Ciaims NONI;

inventive Stcp{[S) Claims 1-33 _____________________________________WYES I

Claims NONE NU '
lnduslrialfippiicabiiity (IA) Claims h3,&_uwW______,____.....YES |

Claims mm”________WHO 1
!

 
2. CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS
Please See Continuation Shcct 

 
Farm PC‘W’PEAMOQ (on V) (July :993}
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International application No IPCTJ’USO9IE9754 
 

lNTERNATlO-NAL PRELIhflNARV EXAMINATION REPORT  
 
 

 
 

  
  

  
  
  
    

  
  
  
  
  

 
  

  
 
  

 
  

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Supplemental Bo! _ _
(To be used when the space in any ol'the preceding boxes 15 not sufficzent) 

Claims L33 meet novelty under PCT Article 13(2) ‘

Claim I An earphone comprising
rt body, wherein the body comprises:
at lcust one acoustic trcrtsdurtcr for corivcrttng on analog electrical signal to sound; an antenna,- and a transceiver circuit in
communication with llti: at least one acoustic; lritltsdutct and 111::

antenna! wherein the transceiver circuit is for receiving and transmitting wireless signals
via the antenna, and wherein the transceiver circuit is for out-putting the analog electrical
Signal to the at least ono acoustic tronsduccr, and wherein the wireless trunsociver cutout
comprises firmware. which when oxecuted by the transceiver circuit. causes the
transceiver circuit to;

receive digital auoio watclessly from B riots sou-roe to: an ad hoe Wireless network When the data source is in wireless communication
range with the earphone via the ad hoe Hopeless uemorlc;
[turnout dare via. the art hoe wireless network to the data source regarding one or more infrastructure wireless networks detected by the
transceiver circuit when the earphone and the. dam source are comotunieotiog via the ad two wireless network wherein the data
comprises. identrfication date and signal slxength data: for the one or room infrastructure wireless networks; and
whom the data source is not in wirelws communication range with the earphone via the ad hoc wireless network, transition automatically
to rcceive digital audio via an inft'rtstnicmre wireless network

2. The earphone of claim I, wherein the data source comprises a thgita! autho player. 33111:: earphone ol‘clairn 1, wherein the transceiver
circuil comprises: a wireless communication module; a processor unit in commnunioation with the wireless communication module; a
non—volatile memory unit in communication with Lhe processor unit; and a volatile memory unit in communication with the processorunit.

4 The earphone of claim 3, wherein the wireless communication modulo compriscs e WieFi
communication module

5.The earphone of claim 3, “hereto the infrastructure wireless network comprises aWLAN.

5 The earphone ofclaim l, wherein the trensccwer ch'coit is for t'cccivuig digital audio
from the data source via the infrastructure wirelests network when the dam source is not in wireless communication range with the
earphone via the art hoe wireless network.

’i'. The earphone ofclrtirri IS, wherein the mfi'ttStmc-ttuc wireless network is it pro—set
infrastructure wireless network that the etuto source transitions to when the data source! is not in wireless communication range with the
earphone via the ad hoe wireless network and when the pro-set infrastructure wireless network is to range of hath the eorphortc and thedata source.

8.11:: earphooe ol’etaim 3, wherein the firmware. when executed by the transceiver circuit.
comes the transceiver circuit of the earphone to connect to a host server via a second infrastructmu Wireless network when i“ l) the data
source is not in wireless communication range with the earphone via the ad hoe wireless network and (2] the data source rind the
earphone are not in wireless communication via the medal infrastructure wireless network

9 The earphone of claim 1, wherein the firmware, when executed by tho transceiver circuit,
causes the transceiver circuit of the earphone to connect to a host server via the infrastructure wireless network when the data source is
not in wireless communication range with the uarphunu via the at! hot: wireless network.
10. The earphone of claim 0, wherein the earphone is for receiving streaming digital audio from the. host server vta the :nfi‘astructurewitctess network.

I l . The earphone of claim .9, wherein the cur-phone is for receiving a first network address for it first streaming. digital audio content
server from the host server via the infrastructure wuelcss network.

t2. The earphone ofcloim l l] wherotn the earphone comprises a user control that. when activated, causes the earphone to submit an
electronic request we the irifituttructure wireless item-ml: to the host server for a sceuott network address for a second streaming digitalaudio content server

 
[3. The earphone oa‘ctaim I2. wherein the use: motto! comprises a button.
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M. A system comprising: a data source for wirelessly transmitting streaming digital audio; and a wireless earphone that comprises;
at least one acoustic transducer for converting an analog electrical signal to sound; an alumina: and a lrunsceiver circuit in
conunwiicmion With the at least one acoustic transducer and the

antenna, wherein the. transceiver circuit is for rccciving and transmitting wireless signals via the antenna, and wherein the trams-river
circuit is for outputting the analog electrical signal to the at least one acoustic transducer, and wherein the wireless transceiver circuit
comprises firmware. which when executed by the transceiver circuit, causes the
transceiver circuit to:
receive the streaming digital audio wirelessly from Lhe data source via rm all hoe
wireless network when the data source is in wtreicss enmtunicuttnn range
with the earphone via the rid hoc wireless network;
transmit data via the all hot wirclcss network to the data scarce regarding one or
more irnslruciure wireless newts detected by the transceiver circuit when
tht: rm-plmne arid the data source are communicating via the ad hot: wireless
numeric, wherein the data comprises identification data and signal strength
data for the one or more inl'tostruc-rc wireless networks; and
when the data source is not to wireless; conununicatiuu range with the earphone
via the all hoc wireless network. tramition mtommiculty to receive Streaming
digital audio via an mi'rastruelure wireless network.

 
IS. ”nit: system of claim M, wherein the data source comprises a digital audio player.

i5. The system of claim 14, further comprising a host rower that is in communication with
the wireless earphone via the: infrastructure Wireless network.

l7. The system ofelajm 16. wherein the firmware. of the transceiver circuit of thc wireless earphone, when executor! by the ummeiwr
circuit, causes the transceiver circuit of the earphone to connect to the host sewer via the infrastructure wirelelis network when the data
source is not in wireless communication range with the earphone via the ad hoc wireless network.

If! The system of claim 16, wherein the host server is for stretching. digital audio to the earphone
via the ini‘rastructurc wireless network.

l9. 'the system of claim lo. wherein the host server is for transmitting a first network address for a lint streaming digital audio content
server to the cot-phone viii the in-«cstruoturc wireless network.

20. The system orclaim 19. wherein me earphone campfires a user control that when activated. causes the earphone 10 Submit an
electronic request via the infrasmrcime whales: ncrwork to lhe host scrvor for a second network address for a second streaming digital
audio content server.

21. The rat-phone ofclaim 20, wherein the user control comprises a button

22. The system of claim I'l, further comprising a web page for the mrclcss earphone through which a use! is capable of configuring one
or more settings for the wireless earphone.

23. The system of claim 14. wherein the inflate-centre wireless network comprises a WIAN. 24. The system of clan-n 34, wherein the
firmware, when oxrmited hy the Infraslu’ucmre wireless network is a pro-set infrastructure wireless network that the data source
transitions to when the data source is not in wireless communication range with the earphone via the ad hon wireless network and Wham.
the pro-set int‘ruwucturc wireless network is in range, ofboth the earphone and the data source.

'25. The system ofclaim l4. wherein the firmware, when executed by the transceiver circuit, causes the transceiver circuit of the
earphone to connect to a host server via it Second inlrastructwe wireless network when (l) the data source is not in wireless
commicatéon range with the: earphone via the rid hoc wireless network and (2') the ditto source and the earphone are not In Wireless
cotrimunicnlluo via lht: prbfii—‘l ittfrisstruetm wireless nrmorlt.

16. The system at'claim 25, wherein the host server is for weanling digital audio to the earphone m the mfrastruenuc wireless not-work.

27. The System of claim 25, wherein the host sever is for transmitting r: first network address fora first streaming digital audio content

I server to the earphone via the infrastructure wireless mrwork.28. The system or'clsim 2‘3, wherein the earphone comprisee a user control that, when activated, cruises the carpi-Lone to submit an
electronic request via the in [restructure wireleas network to the host server for rt second network address For a second strumming digitalaudio content server.
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Supplemental Box w i
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29. The earplmnc of claim 23. wherein Ilse user ammo] comprises a bullun. 30. A method cmupnstng‘. (weaving, by a wirelefi earphone.
via an ad hot wireless ruawvmk¢ digital audio fimm a data
source when 111:“. data source is in wireless communicalian with the umphune via the ad hoc wirclcss network;
Immmitting data via the ad he: wireless HEMark to the data source regarding one or mom inl‘mstrucmsc wireless networks detected by
the transceiver circ uil When {he euphoric and the data source are nammunjcafing via the. ad here wireless netwmlc, wherein 111:.- dam
comprises identification dam and Sign] strength data for the one or more infrastructmc wireless networks: mnwning, by the: wireless
831131105131 the digital audio to sound; and when the data “limit is not in wilelcss crammunicaiion will: an: carplmnu, erisitioning
amumancally. by the: earphone, 13 receive digital audio via an lnfi-smmcmrc witclcss nciwdrlc.

31. The method of claim 30; wherein umuioning aulcmalimlly by the emphatic to receive digital audio via an infiasamctmc wireless
nehuork comprises Widening automatically to receive digital audio from the dam source via an infrasn'ucture whelcss network when
{he data source 3'5 not in wireless cusiimmicau’on tang: will: the earphone via: the ad hue wireless network.

32 The meilmd of dam if}, wherein transitioning amammlcally by me earphone :0 receive digital audio via an irfl‘xmlmciwe wireless
natwurk comprises tamiiinning ammnalically to receive digital audio from a has: sever via {he infrastmclum wirclcfi nclwnsk when the
data sauna: is not in wireless communicalion wage will: the earphone via the ad hue wimless mlwurlc

33. The method ufclaim 30. wherein Eransitmning aulamau'cally by the carplmm: to receive digital. audio via an infrastructure wireless
netwnrk mmpnses: receivungl by {he wireleSJ; earphone via the infaslmctul'e wireless; network, from a has; server
connected to lhe infraslnlcmre Wireless network, a netwurk. address fur a streaming digilsl audio content Street. and
connecting, by file wireless cal-phone, tn the summing digital audio content server using thenetwork address received fmm the 11051 sun-er.

V. 2. Cilations and Explanations:
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1. Statement

Nowliy {N} Claims
Claims

inwmtivc step (15) Claims
Claims

lt‘ldustrial applicability {my C'iaims
Claims

  
1. Citations and explanations

Claims 1 - 43' lack rmvetly under PCT {article 33(2) as being anilctgaied my US minim 115318 A1 {Goidaerg}.

A5 oer alaim 1. Goidherg discioses an earphone (901, ha 121:. being a wireiess earphone. para {matron-:23 comprising; a body
{endusura para {0t IUD. wharain the bony campuses: at least one acoustic transducer {sound transdutars 360. fig. 1, para [0099] ant!
(-3122!) for mnverting an arising eiecirical signai In sound {para {man}: an antenna {antennae supportad by pariah-in devices. para
imam}; and a transmitter circuit (transmrrrarrrecelver 110. fig. 1, para [(31an in communiwtim with the at least tine acoustic transcucer
[Barn {013-41) and the antenna {tiara I0 142;). wherein the trmceiver circuit is tor receiving and trim-smitllng wireless signais via: the
antenna {para [0142]). and wherein the tranrscei-rer circuit is for autputtsng that analog niactnaal signal to the at inns“. one acoustic
transducer {para {eta-t1). and wherein the wiratess transmiver circuit comprises firmware (instructions that impirarnen! a uartaty oi
prulocots. para [014” and [016523. which when executor: try the transceiver circuit. causes the transaaivar Circuit to. receive digital audio
wirelessty item a data source {3.9. auuio prayer I30. Hg. 1 and 12:. para lungs} and 301553] via an at: hot: waretess network r'pear-to-seer
communications. para EOTGBB when the data. mums it: in nitrates-s communication mnga with lhfi {immune viii the at: no: witeiasa nEtthrii
{within a predetermined distance. para {0165]}; and WW [he tram source ls rm! in wweisss communication range With the aarphrarlrs via
the ad hot: wtraless network («outside of the range. Data [0194] ant-310269)). transition automaticaiiy to receive digiiai audio via an
intmstmcture wireiess network (lixgd Intrasiruclunz. para [0165]).

As per claim tsi. finlaberg uiscinsas a data source {9.9” attain niayar I30. iii-3.. 1 and 12a para {00%} and 1055]: lo! wiretessly
rransmlmng streamtng digital audlo (auttio data streaming 1954. para [mask and a wiraress earphone {earphone 901. fig fart. being a
wireiess earphone. para {01811401523} that Dummies: at least one acoustic transducer {sound transfiucars 260. iig. t, para 19099] and
{01221} for converting an analog ciactrical signat to sound (para [01 37)}: an anlenna {antenna supported by porter-ta devices. para
{M423}; and a transcalwr circuit (transmilrarrwoalwr 110. fig, 1, para. {3173;} in :emmunicatinn with the at ieast aria amustic transducer
(para [084]] am? the antenna (para “11423. WthEIi'I the transceiver Circuit IS ior receiving and lrmismillrng wine-I933 Signais via the
anlenna {para {01:12]}. and wherein ins transceiver circuit is tor oulnutting [he analog eiaclrtcai stqnai to the at 1265:: one acoustic
transducer {para {01 34]). anti wherein the wireless transceiver circuit cumpflsns firmware (instructions mat implement a vanity QT
protocols. para [014?] anti {0165)}. which when steamed try the transceiver eircuit. causes the transceiver circuit ta. receive thn smart-flag
digilal audio wircicssiy from the data source via an and hat: wiraIe55 nelwork {peer—Io-neer cummunicatioris. para [0165]) when the data
source rs in wimiess communicaiim range wilt-I. me earphone via the at! hot: wlretess: neiwcrk {within a preéalermined cislancs. para
{015$}: and when the rials! source Is not in ‘mreleSs cammunicailnn range wilh the earphone Via the tact hm: Wireless network {outsrue oi
the range. para {man} and {0289]}. transition autmnatiualtv to inceive streaming digital amtin via an inirastnicture wireless netwofit (iii-red
intrastructure, para {0185]}.

85 par claims 32, Enidbetg disclaims a system comprising! a has! server (broadcast unit “no, tig. 13. para [@262], 6g... Int-3mm device
1705, HQ. 29. being a commitsr hosting a database. pare [0352”: a first streaming digital audio contenl server {streaming socket. para
{03MB that 13 connected to the nest server via a data network (Dara [0311]}. arm a wireless earphone leamliune 901. fig 12c. being a
wiraiass serotona. para [mail-[13152]} that is in communication with the. trust 53mm via a wireless network (gala 10350)). wherern the host
server is pregrammad to transmit tn the: earphone a first network mamas ior that first streaming digiiai audit:- ccrntani BENIN (0115 at the
socket addresses. para [02?2i-[02?3}).

------ Please Sae Supplemnnlat Elm . . - . - .
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Boat V. 2 Citations and Explanations:

A5 pair claim 3?. Goldberg disciases at headset (headphones 1020. lip. 13a. para {02221} comprising: a first sarphons (Isli speaker 192:)
that comprises one or more acoustic transducers lor convening a first analog electrical signal to sound {para {0222!}: and a second
earphone (right speaker. not iabeiecl in fig. 133}, connector: to the first earphone ttig. I39}. wherein the second earphone comprises one at
more acoustic transducers for convening a sooohcl ariaipg Electrical signal to sound ”are [022213. and wherein the first earphone
comprises: a first antenna {antennae supported by oortahts (latrines, para 301421}: and a first transceiver circuit ttransmitrerr‘raseivar 118.
tip. 1. para Emmi} in communication with the one or more acoustic transducers of the ilrst earphone {para [Ola-4}} and in communication
with the iirst antenna (aerator-12h. vmeroin the iirst transceiver circuit is for receiving and transmitting wiraiass signals via the lirsi ant-amp
(para [0142]). am! wherein the first transceiver circuit is tor outputting the inst analog electrical signal to the one or more acoustic
iransduoem til the Iirs‘t earphone (para [ma-4h. and wherorrt tho tirst transceiver circuit comprises llrmvrarc- (instructions that implement a
varitattvr of protocols. para [01M] and 101551), which when executed by the iirst transceiver circuit. causes the first transceiver circuit to:
receive digital audio wireless-iv from a data source (9.9.. audio player 130. fig. 1 and 12:. para [0098] and [0155}; via an ad hot: wireless
network {peer-io-oear coniiiiuniriaiioris. para (01351] when {no data source is in wireless communication ranges with this first earphone via
the ad hoc MFGIGSS nciwsnt {within a predetermined distance. para EOIESI}. and iii-hart the data sourcs- is not in wireless communication
range with the iirst payphone via the ad hot: wirotoss network (outside! or the rings. para 1019-3] and {0269:}. transition automatically to
mooivo digilat macho via an intrastruclur'a wireless network (Exact infrastructure. gala [0185!)

As per claim 43. Goldberg disciosss a method (part: {9155] and [01?211oompnsing: receiving. tn; a wireless earphone (Earphone 901. fig.
lac. being a wireless earphone. para (01611-101621). via an act has wirsioss network (pear-to—pem communications. para £01551). digital
audio from a data source (9.9.. audio piaver tat). tlg. 1 and 12:. para {0096] and [01 55}; when the data source is in wrreiess _
communication with tho earphone via the at! hot: wrroiass notworlr {within a predetermined distance. para {mast}. converting. try the
wireless earphone. the rtigiiai audio to sound: and when the data source is not in wlroless communication with the earphone (outside oi the
range. para lfltfidl and {0269:}. transitioning automatically. by the earphone. to raceive digital audio via an inlrastriicture wirelsss network
[tilted intrastruc'ture. para (Glfislt.

As per claims 2 and 16. Goldberg lurther discloses that the data spurns comprises a digital audio player tog , pcnahio M93 player. para
[oihzii

As per claim 3. Goldberg further discloses that the transceiver circuit comprises; a wireless communication moduli;— (wireless
communications hardware. para [01T9}}; a processor unit in communication with the wireless communication modulo (microprocessor.
para :01 ISJ}. a nan-volstita irismrinr unit in mmmumcation with the processor unit (means to store the digital software. para [Oi 1511i.- and a
volatile memory unit in communication With the processor unit (inherent Mature with the microproosssor. para [El] 15]}.

fits per ctairn «t. Goldberg Further discloses that tho wireless communication module oompiises a Wi—Fi communication module {para
[0179”.

As pnr claims 5 and 24. Boirtberg [Hither discloses that the intrastriictura virireiass riE-hivork comprises a WLAN {or}, HipsrUW. para
101“}. a Wireless LAN standard}.

As per stain-i 8 and M. Goicihsrg turther discloses that the transceiver circuit is tor receiving cigiiat audio from the data source via the
iittraislrtrcturo wireless network (audio daia straari'iirig. pars [91653) when the data source is not in wireless communication range with the
earphone via the so has wireioss npiwork (outside ol the range. para E0194] and {0269]}.

As per claims ? and 25. Goldberg runner otscloses that [ha intrastruciurn wireless nerwnrii is a prg-sat lnlrastmciure wireless network
ttixeti inlrastruduro. pain latest; than: tits tiara source transitions to when liar: oats scion-.9 is not in wireless communication range with the
narphons via the ad has wirelass network and when the prei-siil infrastructura wireless hemorlr iii in range at both the earphone and the
data source [c.g. through across points. para {0165;}.

As per claims Ft, 2‘6 and 45. Gaiooerg iurthsr thsctoses that the firmware. when executed by the transceiver circuit. causes the transceiver
circuit oi the earphone to transmit dais via the aid iioc wireless network to the data source regarding one or more Infrastructure wireiass
networks detected By the transcaivar Circuit when this oarphono and the data source are communicating via this acl hoc whales-s network
(mode watch 1950 made by tho usor. either manually. or automatically-tor example. that the user chooses bait-men dilioroni initiations.
para {01551} -

AS per cialms El and 21", Golfloerg Iul‘ihal‘ discloses that the firmware. when executed by [he [YELI'ISCEFVEI circuit. causes the ll‘artscaivor
circuit at tho earphone to connect to a host server throartcast Ul'lIl T'iD. fig. 13. Data [0262}. 9.9.. iniarnot [invisc- 17013. tag. 29. being a
computer hosting a database. para {0352}; via rt second intrasinicrure wireless network {attainalivoly through computers or computer
notwpriw to which the unit 3.00 can be cor-nested. para {031 in when (1} the data Source: is not in wireless communication range with tho
narphons via thra ad has wireless network {outside of tho range. para (0:94} and (0269]) and (2]: the data sotircsl and the earphone are not
in wireless communication via the preset inlras1ruciure wireless network to 9., turned cit. para [0269]}.

A: per ctairns it}. 1?. 1a and ‘16. Southern; further discloses that the firmware at the transcolver CerUil oi the wireless earphone. when
executed by the transceiver circuit. causos ths tronsceivar circuit of the earphone to connect to a host server throadcasl unit ? 10. Hg. 13.
ppm [0262], e.g.. lntsmet soviet: 11'06. Hg. 29. racing a computer hosting a database. para {0352]} via the inlrasiructurs wireless network
when tho data source is not in wireless communication range with this earphone via the an! heir: wireless network (outside oi the tango.
[tits-ii aria 102591}

. . . . . . Please Soc Next Supplemsnial Elox ——————

 
Form PCTIISAr’RE-T (Supplemental Box) [April 200?}
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PCT!USZGGSI639?5¢ 11 116.2009

irrtc titration-.1! appitcnt too No.
PCTI'US 095915“. 

“'RIT'I'EN OPlNiON 0F TH}:
IN‘I'ERNATION.\L SEARCHING ALITHORiTY

Supplements: 8m.  

in cost: the space in any of tiltt preceding times. is. not sufficient.
Continuation oi“;

Bout V. 2. Citations and Explanations;

no not claims 1 t. 19 and 23. Goidburg lurthor diooioses that tire earphone (para 10162] and [0222}; is lo: rooeiuing streaming digital audio
(para [0166] and {0322]} trot-n the host oer-trot {par-at {0262] and [0352]] via the infrastructure wiroloss romarir {para [0165]).

its not claims 12. 20 and 25!. Goldberg lunhor fliSEiCISBS that the oarohono is for racertnrag a ltrst network address lone oi socket
addroosos, para {mast-guise: and [0273]) tor a iitsl stroanting digital audio content server tstrcarrrirtg socket. para [03”]; iron-t the host
senior via the intrastructuro WirEiE’SS network (oarar 131651}.

As per clblrn 33. Goldberg iurther discloses that Iho wireless Earphone comprise? at least ono acouatic transducer (sound transducers
2511 iig. 1. para {00991and {4319.2}: tor converting an analog electrical signal to sound (para town}; an antenna {antonnae oirpponod by
portable source‘s. oara [at-tat); and a transceiver circuit {transmitterrracoivar 110. fig 1, para {0173}; In communication with the at least one
acoustic transducer tpara [01343) and it'll: antenna {para [0142]). wherein Ina transceiver circuit is to: receiving and transmitting wiretass
Signals via the antenna {para 59:42]}. and wherein the transceiver circuit is tor outputting the analog eiocirioal signal to the at least one
acoustic transducer {para [0:34]). and wherein the retrofit“ irarrscoiutsr cirourt comprises llrrnwalo that is executed by the transceiver
Circuit {instructions that implement a variety oi prolocals. para [0141'] and [616513.

As per ololrns 23 and 34, Gotdberg runner discloses that tho hoot coma.- hosis a web page twat: silos. para {92731) for the wireless
earphone through which a usar i5 capable of configuring one or more settings for tho wireless earphone (Audio personalization. para
{[1276]}.

As per claim 35. Goldt‘toro iurttter disciooaa that the one or more {railings comprise the first streaming digital audio contort! senior and a
second streaming digital audio content server {another slroaming socket. para {0514)}.

As per claims 13. 21. 3t} and 36. Goldberg [unher- discloses that the earphone comprises tit user control (mode switch rose. para [01553)
that= when activated, causes: the earphone to submit an aieolronro request (sanding control mquests. para [01?61} via the intrastruclure
wireless network to the host sot-var tor a second network address {another at socket addresses. tiara [0135140185] and {02%}; tor a
second streaming digila audio content server (anolher' streaming sucker, para (0514;).

As per claims 14. 22 nodal. Goldberg iut'ihor discloses that the user control comprises a button (para terror).

As par claim :35. Goidbcrg tutti-tor discloses a head bent: "to. me}. wherein the first and snaond earphones are connected to the headband
(fig. trier.

A6 WP claim 39. Goldberg further died-uses a microphone having an output connected to tho trrsl transceiver ctr-sun {para 101 74;}.

.65 per claim 40, Goldberg runner discloses that the first transceiver circuit Is In: outuuttrrto the second analog electrical signal to the one or
more acoustic Uansduoars of the second oaroi'iono (para [E222t:.

As per claim 41, Goldberg iunher discloses 1an the soc-and oomhono composers. a second antenna {antennae supported try oortolito
novice-s. para {0142]}.- and a second transceiver circuit {transmitterrrlaoeivor Ht}. iig. 1. para [01783) in communication with the ratio or motel
acoustic transducers oi t'nc- sooond oarohono (para @1341} and in communication with the second antenna (para [9162]}. wherein the
second transceiver circuit it; tor rocowing and transmitting wrreloso Signals Via tho soccnd ontonna (para 101423), and wheroin the second
transceiver cit-curt i5 tor outputting the aocorrd analog aiectricai signal to the one or more acoustic transducers ol the second oomhone
{para [flt3r-illi and wherein the some! transceiver circuit commit-ids firmware {instructions that implement a variety at protocuts. oars:
IOt-ttl and (0185!). which whonoxecutod in; the second transceiver srrcurt. causes tho second trans-carver circuit to. receive digfial audio
(9.9.. audio clatter 130. lio. 1 and 12:. {Jam {0096} and [0155]) “tirelessly irorn the data source via the ad hoc Wireless norm-om (poor-to:
peer communications. para [01651) when the data source is in wireless communication range with the second earphone via the ad hot:
wiroloss network (Wili‘lii‘l a prodolom'rinoo distance. para [0165]); and when the data source is not in wireless communication range- with Me
second earphone via lho ad hoc wireless neutron; (outside at the range, pom Kmart} and [0289]}. transition automatically to receiver digital
audio via the lnlrastructura wireless noon-root (tinted rnlractructuro. para [0165]}.

As per claim #2. Goidbero tuittrcr discloses that the tint: eorprtono miiorisoo a first data oorl and the second earphone mfrlptises a
second data port tcarnfino nor-t numoor. para {02221}. and wherein the headset further composers an adaptor tog. col-rte ME, fig. t2c, tiara
[0181] and {03283} connected to the first data port of the lust earphone and to the second data poo oi the: second earphone iaa wired
headphones, osra {Btu-4]}. and wherein the adaptor comprises an output plug connector (the portion of the cable 146 connected to on
output audio port H2, para Email} tor connecting to a remote device (8.9.. modular audio unit 132. liq. 129. and 12:. para {133281}.

#5 par tiairn 4?, Goldberg runner disclaims that transitioning automatically or; the earphone to rocsivo digital audio via an intrastrilclurfi
wildness network composes: racerutng, by the wireless earphone trial the inirastructuro wireless network. tram a host senior {broadcaSI unit
rid. tlg. 13. para “3262}. 3.9.. internal device trots. fig. 29. being a curricular hosting a database, oora {0352}: connected it: too
irtlrastrucruro wireless network more {0165]}. a non-torts address (one at sockot adorns-sot». para {0! BEIHOtt-lfij and 192731} [or a streaming
digital audio content Sfifllfif (streaming social. para [0314]}; and contracting. by the wireless earphone. to the Streaming digitat audio
content server using the notworlr address received lrom the host server {para (0222;)

Ciaints t — 4‘? have industrial apolicabtltty as defined by PCT Adamo 33(4) because the subiacl matter can he made or used in industry.

Form PCT-t] 5N23? {Supplemental Boat] (Aprii 2003’}
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3. APPLICATION SIZE FEE

Ii the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets of paper [exouuding eiectronically filed sequence orconrputer listings under 3? CFR 1. Elie”,
the appiicatiori size fee dueis 5400 {$200 for small entity} {5100 for rnicro entity) for each additional 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.5.I’_.
iii-sinus} and 3? cm l.16{si.
MMWWW

- lull : {SD 2 {round up to a whole number} it

4. OTHER FEEIS}

NDfi‘EfigllSl". specification. $130 fee {no smaii. or micro entity discount}

Nondelectmnic filing fee under 3? CFR 1.16M for a utility application, $405 fee [$200 smail or micro entity}

Other {e.g,r iate filing surcharge};
SUEMlTTE D BY

. Signature Mark G. Knedeiseni rjfiiflfintifizii'w reiepimne412-355-5342
NameiPrintiTYiiE'i Mark G. Knedeisen DateNovember 7. 2018
This mile-(tier! 0! information is maul-ed by 3 7' CF?! 1.135. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the pubiir which is to file {and by the USPTO to
pmcessi an applicalruri. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.L‘. 122 and 3? CFR 3.14. This mileciior- is estimated Ii: take 30 minutes in complete. including
gathering. preparing, and submitting the completed applicatimr iorm to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Am; comments on the
amount of time Wu require to complete this form andkrr suggestion-s ior reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, LLS. Patent and
Trademark Oil's: E, LLS Department of Commel'ca. PO. E-mr 14150, Ali‘xandna. VA £2313-14SU DC: NOT EEND FEES DR CDMPLEED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND
TO: Commissioner inr Fatents, no. aux “SD. Alexandria, VA 32313-1450.

r‘ll'yrm need assistance in mmpr‘emig thrform, raii I-HiiiLPTCI—E-ilél? and spied option 2.
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U.S Patent and Trademark Omne; US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Redmtion Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a wile-flier! of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number
 

Attorney Docket Number BBB1BBPCTUSCON9
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.?6

 

Application Number   
Title of Invention SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHONES  
The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged In a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 3? CFR 1 .‘rs
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application. 

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to

37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.)  

 
  

  

  

 

  
 
 

Inventor Information:

Remove
Inventor l1 _

 

 

 

  

Legal Name

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name

   
  

Residence Information {Select One] 0 US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

Mailing Address of Inventor:

—I—
—I
_I ilwaukee StatelProvince |
—I__Ius

Remove
Inventor r

Legal Name

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

Residence Information (Select One) © US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 I 4626 Wildwood Lane
Addressz I

_I—statemrovince w.
Postal Code . 968 Countryi lUS

   
 

 

 
 

  

  
 

 

 
  
 

   

  

  
 

 

 

 

  
Remove

Inventor l3
Legal Name

wwMiddle Name Family Name
I-EIM —I

Residence Information (Select One) © US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service
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Attorney Docket Number 080188PCTUSCON9

 

 

  Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 . _
Application Number

Title of Invention SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHONES

State/Province Country of Residence.I

 
 
Mailing Address of Inventor:

AddressZ I

_I—Statemrovince IA
—__Ius

-
Legal Name

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

I_ MI 3
Residence Information (Select One) © US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City rystal Lake State/Province I- Country of Residencé_

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 I608 Smith Rd.
Address 2 I

Postal Code

 

 
 

  

 

  

 
   

 

 

  
 

 

 

Remove
Inventor '5
Legal Name

 

 

  Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

_IB
Residence Information (Select One) © US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

Mailing Address of Inventor:

—I—
—I
_II eforest StatelProvince I
—__Ius

Inventor .

 

   
 

 

 
 

Legal Name

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

IIEI—I_I—I 3
Residence Information (Select One) © US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service
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Attorney Docket Number 080188PCTUSCON9

 

 

  Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 . _
Application Number

Title of Invention SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHONES 
 

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1|:705 E 20m St.
Addressz I

_I_statemrovince .L

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

   

Postal Code - 1081 Countryi IUS
Inventor '7
Legal Name

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

I a i- —I 3
Residence Information (Select One) 6) US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City State/Province I“ Country of Residence l_

Mailing Address of Inventor:

_—
—I
_II eforest StatelProvince |
—__Ius

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be
generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

 

Add
 

Correspondence Information:
 

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

|:| An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.

Customer Number I5285

Application Information:

Title of the Invention YSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHONES

Attorney Docket Number_Small Entity Status Claimed |X|

SubjectMauer —I

Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) I_ Suggested Figure for Publication (if any) '-

 
 
 

 

  
EFS Web 2.2.13

Exhibit 1002 - p. 266



Exhibit 1002 - p. 267

PTDMlN14{02-13)
Approved for use through 113032020. OMB [1651-0032

US Patent and Trademark Ofi'ioe'. US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwcrii Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are reqwred to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number 080138PCTUSCDN9

 

 

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 . .
Application Number   

Title of Invention SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHONES
 
 

 Filing By Reference:

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 tic) and 37 CFH1.57laJ. Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate sectionisl below (Le, ”Domestic Benefithational Stage Information“ and "Foreign Priority lnformation"}.

  For the purposes of a filing date under 3? CFR 1.53lbl, the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1 57(3).

Application number of the previously Filing date lYYYY-MM—DD}
filed application

  
 Intellectual Property Authority or Country
 

 

Publication Information:

Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 3? CFR 1.219)

  

  

Request Not to Publish. I hereby request that the attached application not be published under

:l 35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement. that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.

 
 
 

Representative Information: 

Representative information should be provided for all praclitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of atlomey in the application (see 3? CFR 1.32).
Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below if both sections are completed the customer
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing
 

 

Please Select One: 0 Customer Number i US Patent Practitioner 0 Limited Recognition {3? CFR 11.9)

Customer Number IBZBS 

Domestic BenefiUNational Stage Information:
This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120. 121. 355(c), or 386(c} or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(9) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.

Whenr—eferringto the current application, please leave the "Application Number" field blank.
 

' Filing or 3710;) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number {YYYYHMMDD}

I—I_l
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Approved for use through 11i30r2020. OMB 0651-0032

US Patent and Trademark Ofiiue'. US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperworii Reduction Act at 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection 01 information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76
Attorney Docket Number 080188PCTUSCDN9 

Application Number   
Title of invention SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHONES
 

   

 

 

1 Remove  

 
 
 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    
  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

    

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

   

   

Application . . Prior Application Filing Date issue Date
Number ContInUIty Type Number {WYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (WYY—MM—DD)

1 5962305 onIinuation of 1 51650352 P0110744 P986325 12018-0549Prior Application Status_I 1 Remove
Application . . Prior Application Filing Date issue Date

Number Conunmty Type Number {WYY—MM—DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM—DD)

1 5!550362 onlinuatlon of a 1 51293?85 ’2016-1 0-14 P729959 12017-08418

Application . . Prior Application Filing Date issue Date
Number Continuny Type Number {YYYY—MM—DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM—DD)

151293785 ontinuation oi 13082040 P0160328 P491535 12016-1 1-1 5
Prior Application Status

Application . . Prior Application Filing Date issue Date
Number ConUnUIty Type Number (YYYY—MM—DD) Patent Number (WW-MM—DD)

1 $082040 0 ntinuation of I 14i695696 P01540424 P438987 P01640906
Prior Application Status —I I Remove
Application . . Prior Application Filing Date lSSUE Date

Number Conhnully Type Number (YYYY—MM-DD) Patent Number {YYYY-MM-DD)

4.695695 ontinuation of I 1 3509409 20124094 1 9049502 #201 50002
Prior Application Status_I | Remove
Applicallon . . Prior Application Filing Date issue Date

Number comm” Type Number (WW-MM DD) Patent Number (WW-MM-DD)

13509409 - ntinuation of 13i459291 2012—04-30 0571544 #2013—10-29Prior Application Status_ 
 

    
 

 
 

 

Remove

 
 

 
 

Application . . Prior Application Filing Date issue Date
Number cmmu'” Type Number (WW—MM no) Pam” Number (YYYY-M M-DD)

13M59291 ontinuation of 1 219364188 2010-12-20 8190203 F01 2435-29

Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number

I: 371 of intemailonai I PCTIU820091039754
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number

21936488

Prior Application Status

 
  

 
  

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 
1 Remove

Filing or 371(c} Date
(YYYY-MM-DD)

 

' 009414—07 

Remove 

'CTIUS2009!039754 I laims benefit of provisional I 611123265
Additional Domestic BenefitiNational Stage Data may be generated within this form
by selecting the Add button.

Filing or 3?1(c} Date
{YYYY-MM-DD)

2008—04—07
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U.S Patent and Trademark Ofiroe', US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwcrii Reduction not of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a coltection ct information unless it contaim a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number BBQiBBPCTUSCDNQ

 

 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76  Application Number 

Title of Invention SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHONES

 

Foreign Priority Information: 

This section allows tor the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application Providing this information in the application data sheet

constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(1)) and 37 CFR 1.5_5. When priority is claimed to a toreign application

that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PBX)| the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55ii]{1) and {2). Under the PBX program. applicant bears the ultimate

responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual
property office. or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1 .55ig)(1]

I Remove

Application Number Countryj Filing Date (YYW-MM-DD) Access Codei (if applicable)

 

 

 

  
 

Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the
Add button. Add

 
  
 

 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First inventor to File) Transition

Applications
 

This application {1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and {2) aiso
contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March

|:| 1B, 2013.
NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78‘ this application, with a filing date on or after March
16, 2013, wili be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the NA. 
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F'TDIAIN14 {02-18)
Approved for use through ‘I‘Il'aOiZl’JZfl. OMB [1651-0032

US Patent and Trademark Olfioe: US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwprit Reduction Act at 1995, no persons are recurred to respond to a collection of information unless it oontaim a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number 080138PCTUSCDN9

 

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

 

Application Number  
Title of Invention SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHONES
 

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access:
 

When this Application Data Sheet is properly signed and filed with the application. applicant has provided written

authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property (IP) office access to the instant application-as-fi led (see

paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office {E P0) access to any search results from the instant
application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below).

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below. applicant must opt-out of the
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below

application. After the initial filing of an application. an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTOiSBi39 or PTOISBr'BQ must be used as appropriate. 

1. Authorization to Pennit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Officeisi

A. Priority Document Exchange (PBX) - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked. the
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO). the Japan Patent Office

{JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KlPO), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People's Republic of
China (SIPO). the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office
participating with the US PTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign
application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: {1) the instant patent application-as-filed
and its related bibliographic data. {2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the

instant application and its related bibliographic data, and (3) the date of filing of this Authorization. See 3? CFR 1.14(h)
(1)-

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 {opt-out of authorization} is checked,
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authorityr to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent

application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14{h){2}.

The applicant is reminded that the EPO's Rule 141 (1) EPC (European Patent Convention} requires applicants to submit a
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to
the instant application. 

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Officels}

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant

CI application-as-filed. if this box is checked. the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with
any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above.

8. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent

|:l application. If this box is checked. the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant
application.

NOTE: Once the application has published or is otherwise publicly available. the USPTO may provide access to the
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14.
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PTOIAIAI14 (02—18)
Approved for use through 11I304'2020. OMB 0651 —0032

US. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number 080188PCTUSCON9

 

 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 , _

Application Number

Title of Invention SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHONES

Applicant Information:

    

 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignment recorded by the Office.

Applicant 1

If the applicant is the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
who othen/vise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be
identified in this section.

0 Assignee Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 Joint Inventor

 

 

Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest
 

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is:

Name of the Deceased or Legally lncapacitated Inventor:

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. X

Mailing Address Information For Applicant:

Address 1 I 129 N. Port Washington Road
Address 2 I

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 Email Address

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button.

 
Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:
 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title
37 of CFR to have an assignment recorded by the Office.
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PTOIAIN14 (02—18)
Approved for use through 11I3OI'2020. OMB 0651 —0032

US. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number 080188PCTUSCON9

 

 

  Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 , _
Application Number

Title of Invention SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHONES 
Assignee I1

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent
application publication. An assignee—applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the
patent application publication.

 

 

Remove

If the Assignee or Non—Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. |:|

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

 I—EI—I—I—I El
Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee:

Address 2 I

Phone Number Fax Number

 

 

 
 

  

 

 Email Address I   

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by

selecting the Add button. Add  
 

 

 

Signature:

NOTE: This Application Data Sheet must be signed In accordance with '37 CFR 1 .33[b). However if this Application

 

subsection 2 of the “Authorization or (3—pt-0m of Authorization to Permit Access" sectionthen this form must
also be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14lc}.

This Application Data Sheet _i_11_u_s_t be signed by a patent practitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic
entity (e.g., corporation or association). If the appiicant is two or more joint inventors, this form must be signed by a

patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant. or one or more joint inventor-applicants who have been given
power of attorney (e.g., see USPTD Form PTOiAlAifitj on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants.

See 3? CFR 1.4(dj for the manner of making signatures and certifications.
 

Signature illilarkG.Knedeiseriir Date (WW-MM—DD) 018-114)?   
First Name ark Last Name nedeisen Registration Number 274? 

 
Additional Signature may be generated within this form by seiecting the Add button. Add  
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F'TDINNH {DZ-1B)
Approved for use through 11l30l2020. OMB [1651-0032

U.S Patent and Trademark Oflfioe', US DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwcrit Reduction not at 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection at information unless it oontaim a valid OMB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number {380188PCTUSCDN9 

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76  Application Number 

Title of Invention SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHUNES
 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to tile {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality IS gouemed by 35 U SE. 122 and 3? CFR 1 14. This
oollection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTD. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to
complete this form andlor suggestions for reducing this burden. should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, US. Patent and
Trademark Office, US Department of Commerce, PO. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

 

The Privacy Act of 19?4 (PL 93~5?9} requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submissron oi the attached form related to a patent
application or patent. Accordinglyr pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: {I} the general authority for the collection of this information
is 35 USL. libiizi.‘ l2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and {3} the principai purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process andz'or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. if you do not furnish the requested infon'nation, the US.
Patent and TrademarkOffice may not be able to process andfor examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of
the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1

9. 
The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552} and the Privacy
Act (5 U5.C. 552a}. Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of
information Act requires disclosure of these records.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative
tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

A record In this system of records may be disclosed. as a routine use. to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an individual. to whom
the record pertains, when the Individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system at records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in order to perform
a contract. Recipients of information shail be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of19?4, as amended, pursuant to 5 Ll.5.C.
SSZaiml.

A record related to an lntemational Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system oi records may be disclosed, as a routine use,
re the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperatio nTreaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use. to another federal agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181}
and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act {42 USE. 218k”.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator. General Services, or hisfher designee, during an
inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of“ U.S.t'.. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA reguiations governing inspection or
records for this purpose, and any other relevant {i.e., GSA or Commerce] directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to malre determinations about
individuals.

A record from this system ofrecords may be disclosed-15 a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.5.Cr
122(h) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U51: 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 3? CFR ‘I .14, as a routine use,
to the public it the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which applicatlon is
referenced by either a published appiication, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed. as a routine use, to a Federal. State, or local law enlorcement agency, if the USPTO becomes
aware of a violation or potentia! violation of law or regulation.
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COPY

PTOJ'NI‘N'I [03-12]

Ar-prmen to: use {human 01!: 1 mm mm nob! was
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Under me Paperwork Roduotaor'. Ac: of 19% no persons ME raqolred to ans-pond In) a comma r6 Infommmn mass it dlsplays a valid OMB :onirm numw
DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESSGN APPLSCATION USING AN

APPLICATION DAT
_. 1... .. _........._......

 
 

 
 

  
 
  
  

 
  Title of

Invention

As the befow named mvenior. i hereby declare that:

Thia deciarwbon _ , .
_ is citradedto: E] The. attached apphoatron.m
  

 

fl United Stains appsa'oation or PCT :niemationsi appficaiion numbeh'|_..—¢

 
 

  
  

flied on .. __._.__.._—.—--- 

The above/identified appficatioo was made or aulhorized to be made by me

 I bolieve that I am :he. origami! invenlor or an original joifit inventor of a maimed invenmn m the aopiicatlon.

f hereby admowiodge that any wiiiiu! false slaiemenl mace in this dedarafim so pumsh‘able under ’98 U813. 1901
try fine or impf'lSQWil of no! more man five {5} years. or both.

 
  

    
WARNING:

Pahtiooedaoolioaoi rs camioned to avoid submimng oersonai information in down-rents filed in a pawn! apohcation that mayr
matribute to sdemlty thefi. Personal informafior: such as soda: seczm'ty nomtms. bank account numbers. or credit card numbers
{Omar than a shed: or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for pawn: 992110395) is never required by the USPTO
to suppon a peliiioo or an appflcation. i! {hrs type of persona: informatton is incandei! m {mammals submitted to the USPTD.
petitionemmpplioaols shouid (boarder retina-mg such oersonai informaaon {roan the dommonts before Submitting them to {he
USPTO. Pefitionerfappfiwm is advised that 1119 record 0! a patent appfication is available to :ha pubfic after publication of me
appfioalion {uniess a oon-oubiicauoo request in complianoe with 37 CFR 1 213(3) is made in tho apoi’poation} or assuaoce of a
oatem. Furnwrmom. the record from an abandoned appiimfion may also be avafiabie to me while '{f «we: appficat'ron is
refewnced in a published appiicalion or an issued patent {see 3? CFR 1.145 Checks and ore-alt oard summation {ohm
PTO-2038 subnfitted f9: playroom purposes. are not Maine-d in the application file and moratora are not pubilcly available.

 

  
   
       
 
  
  
 

 

LEGfiuL NAME OF 1NVENTOR

Date (Optional) : 
 

 

inventor

    
 

f

Note An appliasuun oats .":El{PTOrSE-I'1¢ or equiuabonn. modding naming the entire muonuve ent'ny. must accompany this lorm o: must have -
been pievmusty fixed. Um an odor-anal FTCJI'AM1 form To: each additional mvenl‘or.  

1‘th mma' untammtm ls requred m: 35 us a i 1.5 and 33' cm 1.53 "to mfmnon is mum to obtain 0: Islam a mom a; the pmmwn is by me (and
by on USP“) w promos} an amicau'm mmmm isgmmed by as us :2. W: and 3! CFR 1.11 and 1.14: This windxn a 93mm to take fi munmtomagma. inflating gathema. preparing, and suommmg 819 comma emanation mm to the US$10. Tune Mn vary mending upon my 1rsd~idoal case. I‘m:mam-ms on [he amount of fine you 9mm to mom mas form and-‘0! suggestimm tor Wag ens MW. should no sign! to we Chief Imam-anon om: U S.
Pawn and 1mm trim. us. Diapason!!! 0'! Com. P 0. Box “on. swarm. VA 223134450 UC- NCIT SEND FEES DH COMFLETED FDRMS IO
YHIS “amass SEND To: Commisolm: for PM. 9.0. Box 1459. Alexandria, VA 22313-1456.

ff 3m: need assiarana- in mpwflnq the inn-m. m9 14170.69?th and minor mm 3.
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COPY

PTOi‘Ainf-fll :cotzl
Aoprwad l0! use through [11:3 “2D“! 4. OMB 0551-0032

US. Patorn and Trademanr 0mm: US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Undur the Papumrk Reuucllon Act of 1995. no pawns are rmuirecl tr.- mspond lo a cdlcctiurl o! Intonation mluas It displays a valid 0M3 control number.

DECLARATEON (3? CFR 1.63) FGR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATlON USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET {3? CFR 1.76}

WRELESS EARPHONE SETTitle of
invention

As the below named inventor. I hereby declare that:

This declaration i ‘ . l' ,
is directed to: _fi_! The alarmed appicatinn. or

D United States application or PCT intemntional application number
filad on

The abmculcientified application was made or authorized to be made by me.

i believe that i am the original inventor or an original loint inventor at a claimed invention in the application.

l hereby acknowledge that any willful False statement made in this declaration is punisnahle under 18 Li SC 1001
by fine orimpnsonmant of not more than five {5} years, or both.

WARNlNG:

Pctllioneriapplioant ES cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents fried in a. patent application that may
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers. bank account numbers. or credit cant numbers
{other than a check. or credit can: authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for paymenl purposes) is never reclined by the USPTO
to support a petition or an application. if this typi; of personal information is included in documents Submitted to the USPTO.
petitionersiapplioants should consider radon-ling such personal lnlorrnation from the documents bra-fore submitting them to the
USPTO. Palitionerfapplicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the
application (unless a non—publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213la) ls made in the appllcation) or issuance at a
patent. Furthermore. the mound from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is
referenwd In a published application or an issued pater}: {see 3? CFR 1.14;. Checks and credit can: authorization forms
PTO-2033 submitted for payment purpoaas are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available.

LEGAL NAME OF lNVENTOR

inventor: Michael J' K035 i . Datetoctlcnal); a; f {2

Nntc‘ An application Sara sheet (PTOJSBiM or equivalent}. lnclutting naming the entire Inventive entity. must accompany this form or must have
been previously filed. Use an additional PTOiAlAi'm form for Foch adfiitlnnal inventor

 
This wilamjon of mtoamliun is {Entitled by 35 U515. 115 and :5? CFR 1.63. The inlumlaltm I5 required to chlain or retain a button: by the pucllcwnlcn is in tile {and
by the USPTG to plooaasj an application. Confidentiality in owemed by .15 U.S.C. 122 and 3? CFR1 11 and $.14. This coile:lion is estimaled to lake 1 minute in
complota. including gathering plowing. and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time- will Var-g decandlng upon the individual case. Any
comments or: the amount ultimo you require ts compute tl'is form uni-troll suggestions for ramming this wank-n. Mould be sent to the Chip! interruption Ol‘limr. US.
Patent and Tracer-nor; Cl‘l'lica, US. Departmcnl 0! Commercc. 9.0 30x 1‘50. Aiuxwmrla, Wt 22313-1450. 00 NOT SEND FEES GR COMPLETED FORMS TE)
?HIS ADDRESS. SENl) T0: Commissioner for Patents. FD. Box 1459. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450.

lfycu new assistance in complain; the ibm, cal: rvuMPi'G-Bisfi one! Emmy-ram 1’
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PTOIAENQ‘! mil-$2}
.fipproved far Lise through 1 liSGiZDEE. 0MB 0351-0032

2} 3. Patent and iradsmsili {time-a. US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE.
Under file Paperwork Rework-m Ac: mi 199-": are. paiwris are raqwrad to remand {c a caliec‘lion of information unlit-es ii displays :3 with? OMB antral number.

DECLARATEON (3? CFR 1.63) FOR UTiLIT‘i’ 0R DESIGN APPLiCATiON USING AN

APPLICATION DATA SHEET (3? CFR 1.76}

 
  

 

mm of SYSTEM WlTH WlRELESS EARPHDNES
invention

As the below named inveiitai‘. 1 hereby declare that.

This declaratian

is directed to: The attached application. or

E United States application or PCT mizemaiional application number 153962305
April 25, 2018filed on

The above-identified application was made or authmized to be maria by me.

I believe that i am the original mentor or an nriginal iciint inventor of as claimed invention in Elie anpiimiion.

i hereby admowiedge that any willful false statement made in this declaratiun is punishable under 18 USO. 190':
11-5: fine or imprisonment of mi more than five {5) years. Or both.

WARNING:

Peiilioneriepplicani is camionsd to avoid submitting perscnal information in documents filed in a patent application that may
Mntribute tr: idaniiiy theft. Personal infom‘latron such as social security numbers. bank ace-bunt numbers. or credit card numbers
{other than a check or credit card autiiorizaiion farm PTO-2038 submltlfld for payment purposes} is never required by the USPTO
in sup-part a peiitiori or an agpiicaflon. if this type of personal lniomaiion 35 included in documanls aubmified it) lhe USPTO.
peiiliciieisiappiicanis should consider redaciing such perscnal information from the documents before submitting them ie the
USPTO. Petitionerlappiicant is admsad éhaf the record of a patent application is available to aha public after publication of the
applicaiion (unless a Bell—{ilihli'caiion reuusasi in compliance with 3? CFR 1.2“. 3:31) is made in the application} er issuance oi a
patent. Furthermore. ihe record from an abandanad application may also be available to the public if the application is
raferenced in :3 published appiizafion or an issued patent {see 3? Ci-‘R 1.14). Checks and credit casu‘ authorization forms
PTO-2033 submitted for payment purposes are not neiaineci in the application file and lherefom are not publicly available.

LEGAL NAME OF INVENTOR

Inventor Morgn J' Lowery {late {Optional}:

Nate; An applicaiiorr /E§lfl (PiOiSRF'iai or aqui - lent), including naming the entire- invaniime entliy, must aacsmneny lhis iam’i or musi have
been pseviuusi‘; $93.13!: an additional FTC-mimi form ftél‘ each additionas invemar.

This milacficn a: information is required By 35 US C. 115 aw 33' {ti-ii i {5" me inf-annallrm is required is obtain airmail: a belmfit by l]!!! public with is latiie {am
by the: USPTO i0 pincer-s} an awmamn. Cursiidemialiiy iSl governed by *3 “. 1'22 and 31* GF'R 1.1 i and 1.34. 'Ehls miman is estimated tr.- take 1 minute a:
compleie. Inciuuing gathering. wearing. and suhmim'm; the: completed asipima- a iorm to the USFTG. Tim& will vary depending liner: the individual was. My
mmmeri's an 2'33 amount 9f time: 3am; iequiie ii: complete 'his form ans-fer suggesiiona for mun-elm this burden. should be sent in the Chis? informafian email; us
Patent and deamalk 017559. US. Dmmnt of Commerce. P O. Box 1450, Aiaxarldm. VA 22313-1450. as NOT SENQ FEES 0R CGMPLETED FGRMS ”1'0
Yi—iis ADDRESS. SEND To: Commissioner for Faients. 9.0. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223134450.

rrycu need asaisiaim‘s in miiinieiing lbs farm. mil insaoipm 43199 am?” sale-cl nation 5'.
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COPY

PTCiAiAi'L‘E toe—i2;
Momma tor use through 11i30.r202-'J. 0M5 0651-0632

LLS. Patent and Treoomork Office; its. QEPARTMENT OF- COBJMERCL‘
Under ea Papenuorh Roouoilon Act or 1595, no persons are requtroo to respond in a oodles-om ct iniormation uniese it displays a valid OMB control number.

DECLARATION [37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTiLlTY 0R DESIGN APPLICATION USiNG AN

APPLICATtON {DATA SHEET (3? CFR 1.78}

 
 

 

mm SYSTEM WiTH WiRELESS EARPHQNES
invention

As the below named inventor. i hereby deoiere that:

This declaration
IS *‘irootedto' CI The attached application, or

15.962305iil United States eooiicaiion or PCT international eooiication number
Aprit 25, 2018flied on

The abovevidentiiied aopiication was made or authorized to he made by me

I beiieve inatl am the original invenaor or an originei ioini inventor of a claimed invention in the application.

I hereby adrnowieo‘ge that any willful false statement made in this decieraiion is punishabie under 4:8 U 8.0. 1001
by fine or Emerisonment of not more than five {5} years. or both.

WARNiNG:

Petitioneriapptioant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in downienis iiied in a patent aooiioaiion that may
contribute to identity theft. Personal intoi'rnaiion such as eociai security numbers. bank eooount numbers. or credit card numbers
{other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2638 euomitteci for payment purposes} is never required by the USPTG
to support a petition or en apoiioaoon. it this iype of personal information is incioded in documenis submitted to the USPTO,
oofitionereieppiicents should consider redacting such persona! information from the documents before submitting them to the
USPTO. Peiiiionenepoiicant is advised that the record of a patient oppiication is availabie to the public after pubiication oithe
EDPiicaiion iunieee a noneuolioetiori request in compiianoe with 3? CFR 1.213(8} is made in the application} or issuance of a
patent. Furthermore. the remit; from an abandoned application may aiso ho eveilebie to tree ouoiic if the appiication is
referenced :n e ou'oiistieo‘ appticetion or an iseued pateni {see 3? CFR H4). Checks and credit card authorization tonne
PTO-2:338 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the aooiicatioo fits and therefore are noi puoiicly eveiietiie.

LEGAL NAME OF FNVENTOR

Date {Opiionei} :

Nomi N1 apoiication data sheet (PTOiSfiPEé or equivaient}. including no iing the entire. inventive entity. must eocomparw this form or must have
been promotion; fried. Use an addiiional PTOi‘AWfii form for each. additions: invenior.

 

 
This coiiection of information is inquired try 'dii U416. 'i ‘l S and 3? CFR 1.953 The information to required. lo obtain or retain s: benefit by the outiiii‘. which is to file {and
by the USF‘TO to mousse: a?! aopiicetlori Coniidontia‘ 5‘ i3 governed by 35 U58. 122 and 3? CFR 1 1’: and 1,:4 This xii-nation is es‘emated to tom 1 minute mo
witiniete. infieding gathering. mowing. and suomitong the comoietod oppiicetion Tomi io Erie LISPTO. Time wili vary dopamine upon the individuai case Any
comments on the orriount at time you require to ocmgiete this ion-n eneior suggestions for reoucing this burden. ghouii,‘ be sent to me Chief information Gitioer. US.
Patent and Ymdorfiat‘ir. (Him. US. Departmaot of Commerce. 53.0. Eaton 1450. Nexondn‘e VA 223 33—1651! [50 {-407 SEES) FEES (3R COMPLETED ¢DRM$ TC-
Ts-ils Alli-DRESS. SEND To: commissioner for Patents, PD. Box 145G, Alexandria. VA 22313466.

if you new essisfam'e in committing its form said l'--5tiO-Fm-STB§ em stereo: option .‘-!
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FTGMINO’! (cs-12)
Approved For UEE through 11(301'2025. ONE cam-nos:

0.3. Fawrfi em! dee;na:k Office: U SE. DEi‘nRTMENT OF CONWIEREE
Under the Fapmwmk Raducficn Act a? 1995, nc- gen-sons am required it: wager-d ta 5 caflacfiur: a! intermalicn uniass it dismay: a wand 0503 mam number.

DECLARATION (3'? CFR 1.63) FOR UTILiTY 0R DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN

APPLICATiON DATA SHEET (3‘? CFR 1.?6}

 
  

_Wme“THw1REWESEMHch '
invention

As the heiow named marcntcr. I hereby cedars that:

This decimation
’8 dirmied ta: D The attached apphcaucn. cr

159622.305United States acpiication or PCT internah‘cnai appzécatlan number

April 25, 2018flied an

Th8 abcve-Jdenéified appticaticn was made or auéhcczed in be made by me.

I beticve that 1 am me enigma! inventor or art originai 5'oim inventor of a maimed invention in the acpimaficn.

I heraby ackncwiadge tha£ any ws'iifui false statement made in this decimation is punishable under 18 0.8.0. 1001
by fine :31 11719115011111th of not more than five {5; years. (15‘ both

WARNING:

Petiflccan‘acpiacanr is camicnad tc avoid submitting personal icfcrmaticn in documents fled in a patent appiécaticn ma; may
ccniribule to identity theft. 99:50:12]! informatécn such as social securi'iy numbers, bank account numbers. or credit card numbers
{other than a check or credit card authorization iorm PTO-2038 submitted for payment purpcses} is never required by the USPTO
ta supper: a petition or an appiicaljcn if this type: cf persona! infcrmation is Enduded in dccuments suiamiitad :c the: USPTG.
pattienersiappticants shcuid consider redacting such persons! infcsmalicn rum the dccumenta bafure submitfiing them to the
08530. Peiitionerfiapplécant 1's amassed :hat the accord of a patent applicazion is avaia’abie to the cumin after puci‘maticn cf the
appiicaflcn (0135955 3 nan-pumicaticn request in compliance with 3? CFR 1.213(8) is made in 151a appiicaticn) cr issuance of a
patent. Furthermore. the record from an abandoned appficaticn may aisc be availabie to the pubiic if the applicaiicn is
referenced :n. a pubiishcd appiicaficn or an issued patent (see 3? CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authcczatlon Forms
ETD-2038 submitted for payment purpccea are nct maimed in the accusation {flea and therefore are not pubtic'iy avaitacte.

LEGAl. MAME OF INVENTOR

Gregory .3. HafiingstadInventsr: ___ Date {Optional} : g

Signature: «1.3% 9 W'

Nata: An specification data sheet (PTOKSBI‘M or equivaienn. indudlng naming the entire inventive entity, must accompany thra fcrm or must have
been previousiy flied. Use an additicnai PTOINAJM form fa: each adéiiicmsi inventor.

7M5 cal:scticn 11f infbfifiaiicn ls required by 35 0.3.0 11-5 and 25‘! CFR 1133. The snfccnaiio: is Perguired 11: ”main or main 3 benefi‘. {15' 1113 such: which is to file (and
by he USPTO in process: an acpEEcsLicn. Canfidenfiaiiw is Qwermm‘ by 35 0.5.1:. 122 and ti? CPR 1.!1 and 1.14 We collecficn is. estimated 113 - kc 1 minuw 113
1264115311515. invading gaihering. preparing. and sub"; ...ng ma comma-5|: appiicau'on form :0 the: USPTO. Time wiél vary darending cat-n the +ndhric'ua': cam Any
comments 0.". me ammml cf time you Pequlre t) corny-leis this farm andk): suggssfiiona tor rmcirrg T3315 human. shcuid be: am: EU the Chief inmrmaliun. Officer. LLB.
Pawn: am: 'i'mdamark 0:11:22. $1.5 nepadmer:1orCommarte. PL}. Sm: 1458. Nexandn‘s, VA 22323—11150. cc 1601' SEND FEES OR CONEPLETED FORMS To
T1115 ADDRESS. SEND TO: Cammlssicmr for Patents. Pat). Box 165%). Alexandria, VA 2231341550.

if you need ambiance? in mum'efing the ram, car: macaw-9199 and cam: mum 2.
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 13.3. :3

Linda: the 5‘::;>t::\mk fissmietiipi'. Pia-.1 tr: 1:3?)5. no mama m: recital-ed :t; mash-55:10:19. :: mil :Im at :-‘\$1.\-'.‘¥!3iifs:'i “meta-t 11135913515} $3 via-4:3 {)M‘E car-Hal rumba:-

SU ESTiTUTE STATEMENT

Cmumskmws {mirnziiliitg cementum: a? ibis. autisti'tsita smletmntz

_| Ersverilw is Semiasmi.

Ill iaven‘tem: undar raga: Sumac-351w

$3 invents: Gamma be {sum :1: Reached afier diligent effcm. or
a} inventor has refused to QXflCiJie 131a :3th ti: deuéataiém utztsat'1? ’“FR 1 53

Where: Eil'éi jam! Hammers, pitiase chant. 2m) empmptimtz tic): helm»:

ifif An 39911:» Sim: dam.shce- under 37 CFR‘ 7’3bTGi’MNM or mt;Vfiiflfli} nammg :ht': enlite ifivE‘f‘Ifiu'E' eri'zty hrs:'2 0-star:
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E An aspi:when data sheel unmet 3? {‘FR 1:1"R214}:N14:1: Mit:»:ait'ml23153 not been 5abmi11€sdlhus a Substumm

Stazeriieszt E‘Zuppiemental S'rieia- {PmNAM1 u: equivalents mirthrig the. amine:warmve 3:111: 3:511 tttwiding ,iwenmr. ~ “mach-ad. Sat: 3? CFR 1:5»? bi

WARNiNG:
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mtalrétiitze tr: itietaiiw than. Pesssnai inlartnaréan such as: some! security numbers 3213:: account mmbers. er mail: card numbers 3
'mhef she": 23 ch66: Of credit can: aulrlmizasim farm 5310-2633 mama. ed {0: pa: ymen! :5qu3331 is never requsrec.‘ by me USPTD ;
g :2 support a petition c»: at: aoprisaflm. if this type: cf panama} :nfcrmalon is mciudedi. Eocumanls suhmiiied to the US$110 '
petili“starsapplicania await: (seaside: rel-3&1. rig aunt: persona: :ntbrniamt: {mm the assummtts heft-Jive: azimtl'siiing than: 1:: 131::
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nonprovisional patent application Serial Number 15/962,305, filed April 25, 2018, which is a

continuation of United States nonprovisional patent application Serial No. 151650362, filed July

14, 201?, now US Patent 9,936,325, issued May 29, 2013, which is a continuation of United

States nonprovisional patent application Serial Number [$393,785, filed October 14, 2016, now
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nonprovisional patent application Serial Number [$032,040, tiled March 28, 2016, now US
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nonprovisional patent application Serial No. 13f609,409, filed September I 1, 2012, now US.

Patent 9,049,502, issued June 2. 2015, which is a continuation ot‘United States nonprovisional

patent application Serial No. [3f459,291, filed April 30, 2012, now US. Patent 8,521,544, issued

October 29, 2013, which is a continuation of United States patent application Serial Number

139365188, filed December 20, 2010, now U.S. Patent 3,190,203, issued May 29, 2012, which is

a national stage entry ofPCTtUS2009t’039754, filed April 7, 2009, which claims priority to

United States provisional patent application Serial Number ($023,265, filed April 7, 2008, all of
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CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0002] United States nonprovisional patent application Serial No. 14f03l,938, filed September

13, 2013, now US. Patent 8,655,420, issued February 18, 2014, is also a continuation of‘ United

States nonprovisional patent application Serial No. 13609309, filed September I l, 2012, now

US. Patent 9049.502. mentioned above.
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BACKGROUND

|0003I Digital audio players, such as MPS players and iPods, that store and play digital audio

files are very popular. Such devices typically comprise a data storage unit for stoti rig and

playing the digital audio, and a headphone set that Connects to the data storage unit, usually with

a 111“ or a 3,5 mm jack and associated cord. Otter: the headphones are in-ear type headphones.

The cord, however, between the headphones and the data storage unit can be cumbersome and

annoying to users, and the length ofthe cord limits the physical distance between the data

storage unit and the headphones. Accordingly. some cordless headphones have been proposed,

such as the Monster iFreePlay cordless headphones from Apple Inc_, which include a docking

port on one of the earphones that can connect directly to an iPod Shuttle. Because they have the

docking port= however, the Monster iFreePlay cordless headphones from Apple are quite large

and are not in-ear type phones. Recently, cordless headphones that connect wirelessly via [EEE

802. l l to a WLAN-ready laptop or personal computer (PC) have been proposed. but such

headphones are also quite large and not in-ear type phones.

SUMMARY

|0004| In one general aspect, the present invention is directed to a wireless earphone that

comprises a transceiver circuit for receiving streaming audio from a data source, such as a digital

audio player or a computer. over an ad hoc wireless network. When the data source and the

earphone are out of range via the ad hoc wireless network, they may transition automatically to a

common infrastructure wireless network (cg, a wireless LAN). If there is no common

infrastructure wireless network for both the data source and the earphone, the earphone may

connect via an available infrastructure wireless network to a host server. The host server may,

for example, broadcast streaming audio to the earphone andtor transmit to the earphone a

network address {_e.g.. an Internet Protocol (IP) address} for a network-connected content server

that streams digital audio. The earphone may then connect to the content server using the IP

address. The content server may be an Internet radio server, including, for example, an Internet

radio server that broadcasts streaming audio front the data source or some other content.

[0005] These and other advantageous, unique aspects ot'the wireless earphone are described

below.

to
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FIGURES

[0006] Various embodiments of the present invention are described herein by way of example

in conjunction with the following figures. wherein;

Figures lA-I E are views ofa wireless earphone acc0rding to various embodiments of the

present invention;

Figures ZA-I-ZD innsn'ate various communication modes for a wireless earphone

according to various embodiments of the present invention;

Figure 3 is a block diagram ofa wireless earphone accordingr to variOus embodiments of

the present invention;

Figures 4A-4B show the wireless earphone connected to another device according to

various embodiments of the present invention;

Figure 5 is a diagram of a process implemented by a host server according to various

embodiments ofthe present invention;

Figure 6 is a diagram of a process implemented by the wireless earphone to transition

automatically between wireless networks according to various embodiments of the present

invention;

Figures 7, S and ID illustrate communication systems involving the wireless earphone

according to various embodiments of the present invention;

Figure 9 is a diagram of a headset including a wireless earphone and a microphone

according to various embodiments ofthe present invention: and

Figure l l is a diagram ofa pair of wireless earphones with a dongle according to various

embodiments of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION

|0007| In one general aspect1 the present invention is directed to a wireless earphone that

receives streaming audio data via ad hoc wireless networks and infrastructure wireless networks,

and that transitions seamlessly between wireless networks. The earphone may comprise one or

more in-ear, on-ean or over—ear speaker elements. Tw0 exemplary in-ear earphone shapes for

the wireless earphone 10 are shown in Figures 1 A and 18‘ respectively” although in other

embodiments the earphone may take different shapes and the exemplary shapes shown in Figures

[A and 13 are not intended to be limiting. In one embodiment, the earphone transitions
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automatically and seamlessly, without user intervention, between communication modes. That

is, the earphone may transition automatically from an ad hoc wireless network to an

infrastmcture wireless network, without user intervention. As used herein. an “ad hoc wireless

network“ is a network where two (or more) wireless-capable devices, such as the earphone and a

data source, communicate directly and wirelessly, without using an access point. An

“infrastructure wireless network," on the other hand, is a wireless network that uses one or more

access points to allow a wireless-capable device, such as the wireless earphone, to connect to a

computer network, such as a LAN or WAN (including the Internet).

|0008| Figures 1A and IB show example confi gurations for a wireless earphone 10 according

to various embodiments of the present invention. The examples shown in Figures 1A and 13 are

not limiting and other configurations are within the scope ot‘the present invention. As shown in

Figures 1A and 18, the earphone It) may comprise a body 12. The body 12 may comprise an ear

canal portion 14 that is inserted in the ear canal of the user ot‘the earphone 10. In various

embodiments, the body 12 also may comprise an exterior portion 15 that is not inserted into

user‘s ear canal. The exterior portion 15 may comprise a knob 16 or some other user control

{such as a dial, a pressure-activated switch, lever, etc.) for adjusting the shape of the ear canal

portion 14. That is, in various embodiments, activation leg. rotation) of the knob 16 may cause

the ear canal ponion 14 to change shape so as to, for example, radially expand to fit snugly

against all sides ot‘the user's ear canal. Further details regarding such a shape-changing earbud

earphone are described in application PCTIUSOSJ‘88656, filed 3] December 2008, entitled

“Adjustable Shape Earphone," which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. The

earphone 10 also may comprise a transceiver circuit housed within the body 12. The transceiver

circuit. described further below, may transmit and receive the wireless signals. including receive

streaming audio for playing by the earphone 10. The transceiver circuit may be housed in the

exterior portion 15. of the earphone 10 andtor in the ear canal portion 14.

|0009| Although the example earphones 10 shown in Figures 1A and 113 include a knob 16 For

adjusting the shape ofthe ear canal portion 14, the present invention is not so limited, and in

other embodiments, different means besides a knob 16 may be used to adjust the ear canal

portion 14. In addition, in other embodiments, the earphone 10 may not comprise a shape-

changing ear canal portion 14.
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[0010| In various embodiments, the user may wear two discrete wireless earphones 10: one in

each car. In such embodiments, each earphone IO may comprise a transceiver circuit. In such

embodiments. the earphones 10 may be connected by a string or some other cord-type connector

to keep the earphones 10 from being separated.

[001]] In other embodiments. as shown in Figure 1C, a headband 19 may connect the two (left

and right} earphones ID. The headband 19 may be an over-the-head band, as shown in the

example of Figure 1C, or the headband may be a behind-the-head band. In embodiments

comprising a headband 19, each earphone 10 may comprise a transceiver circuit; hence, each

earphone 10 may receive and transmit separately the wireless communication signals. In other

embodiments comprising a headband '19, only one earphone 10 may comprise the transceiver

circuit, and a wire may run along the headband 19 to the other earphone 10 to connect thereby

the transceiver circuit to the acoustic transducer in the earphone that does not comprise the

transceiver circuit. The embodiment shown in Figure 1C comprises on-ear earphones If}; in

other embodiments, in-ear or over-ear earphones may be used.

|0012| In other embodiments, the earphone 10 may comprise a hanger bar [7 that allows the

earphone 10 to clip to, or hang on, the user's ear, as shown in the illustrated embodiment. of

Figures [0- l E. Figure 1D is a perspective view ot‘the earphone and Figure IE is a side view

according to one embodiment. As shown in the illustrated embodiment, the earphone 10 may

comprise dual speaker elements [Do-A, lOG-B. One ot‘the speaker elements (the smaller one}

roe-A is sized to fit into the cavum concha ofthe listener‘s ear and the other element (the larger

one) roe—B is not. The listener may use the hanger bar to position the earphone on the listener‘s

ear. In that connection, the hanger bar may comprise a horizontal section that rests upon the

upper external curvature of the listener‘s ear behind the upper portion ofthe auricula (or pinna).

The earphone may comprise a knurled knob that allows the user to adjust finely the distance

between the horizontal section of the hanger bar and the speaker elements, thereby providing, in

such embodiments, another measure of adjustability For the user. More details regarding such a

dual element, adjustable earphone may be found in United States provisional patent application

Serial No. 61r’054,238, which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

[0013| Figures 2A-2D illustrate various communicatiorr modes for a wireless data

communication system involving the earphone 10 according to embodiments ofthe present

invention. As shown in Figure 2A, the system comprises a data source 20 in communication
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with the earphone [0 via an ad hoc wireless network 24. The earphone 10, via its transceiver

circuit (described in more detail below), may communicate wirelessly with a data source 20,

which may comprise a wireless network adapter 22 for transmitting the digital audio wirelessly.

For example, the data source 20 may be a digital audio player (DAP), such as an mp3 player or

an iPod, or any other suitable digital audio playing device, such as a laptop or personal computer,

that stores andfor plays digital audio files. In other embodiments, the data source 30 may

generate analog audio, and the wireless network adapter 22 may encode the analog audio into

digital format for transmission to the earphone 10.

|0014| The wireless network adapter 22 may be an integral part of the data source 20, or it may

be a separate device that is connected to the data source 20 to provide wireless connectivity for

the data source 20. For example, the wireless network adapter 22 may cotnprise a wireless

network interface card (WNIC) or other suitable transceiver that plugs into a USB port or other

port orjack oftlte data source 20 (such as a TRS connector) to stream data, cg, digital audio

files, via a wireless network (eg, the ad hoc wireless network 24 or an infrastmcture wireless

network}. The digital audio transmitted from the data source 20 to the earphone 10 via the

wireless networks may comprise compressed or uncompressed audio. Any suitable file format

may be used for the audio, including mp3, lossy or lossless WMA, Vorbis, Musepack, FLAC,

WAV, AIFF, AU, or any other suitable file format.

|0015| When in range, the data source 20 may communicate with the earphone IO via the ad

hoc wireless network 24 using any suitable wireless communication protocol, including Wi-Fi

(eg, IEEE 802.] latng/n), WiMAX ([EEE 802.16). Bluetooth, Zigbee, UWB. or any other

suitable wireless communication protocol. For purposes of the description to follow, it is

assumed that the data source 20 and the earphone ID communicate using a Wi-Fi protocol,

although the invention is not so limited and other wireless communication protocols may be used

in other embodiments ofthe invention. The data source 30 and the earphone 10 are considered

in range for the ad hoc wireless network 24 when the signal strengths (cg, the R381) ofthe

signals received by the two devices are above a threshold minimum signal strength level. For

example, the data source 20 and the earphone 10 are likely to be in range for an ad hoc wireless

network when then are in close proximity, such as when the wearer of the earphone 10 has the

data source 20 on liist’her person, such as in a pocket, strapped to their waist or arm, or holding

the data scurce in their hand.
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|0016| When the earphone 10 and the data source 20 are cut of range for the ad hoc wireless

network 24~ that is. when the received signals degrade below the threshold minimum signal

strength level, both the earphone 10 and the data source 20 may transition automatically to

communicate over an infrastructure wireless network (such as a wireless LAN (WLAN)} 30 that

is in the range ofboth the earphone 10 and the data source 20. as shown in Figure 213. The

earphone 10 and the data source 20 (eg, the wireless network adapter 2?.) may include

firmware, as described further below, that cause the components to make the transition to a

common infrastructure wireless network 30 automatically and seamlessly. e.g.. without user

intervention The earphone [0 may cache the received audio in a buffer or memory for a time

period before playing the audio. The cached audio may be played after the connection over the

ad hoc wireless network is lost to give the earphone IO and the data source 20 time to connect

via the infrastructure wireless network.

|0017| For example, as shown in Figure BB, the infrastructure network may comprise an access

point 32 that is in the range of both the data source 20 and the earphone IO. The access point 32

may be an electronic hardware device that acts as a wireless access point for, and that is

connected to., a wired andior wireless data communication network 33. such as a LAN or WAN,

for example. The data source 20 and the earphone l0 may both communicate wirelessly with the

access point 32 using the appropriate network data protocol (a Wi-Fi protocol. for example).

The data source 20 and the earphone i0 may both transition automatically to an agreed-upon

WLAN 30 that is in the range ofboth devices when they cannot communicate satisfactorily via

the ad hoc wireless network 24. A procedure for specifying an agreed-upon infrastructure

wireless network 30 is deScribed further below. Alternatively, the infrastructure wireless

network 30 may have multiple access points 3234). as shown in Figure 2C. In such an

embodiment, the data source 20 may communicate wirelessly with one access point 32!) and the

earphone 10 may communicate wirelessly with another access point 32a of the same

infrastructure wireless network 30. Again. the data source 20 and the earphone IO may transition

to an agreed-upon WLAN.

|0018| If there is no suitable common infrastructure wireless network over which the earphone

It) and the data source 20 can communicate, as shown in Fig. 2D. the earphone [0 may transition

to communicate with an access point 32a for an available (first) wireless network {e.g.. WLAN)

30a that is in the range of the eaiphone 10. In this mode. the earphone 10 may connect via the
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wireless network 30a to a network-enabled host server 40. The host server 40 may be connected

to the wireless network 30a via an electronic data conununication network 42, such as the

Internet. In one mode, the host server 40 may transmit streaming digital audio via the networks

3321‘ 42 to the earphone 10. In another mode. the host server 40 may transmit to the earphone IO

a network address, such as an Internet Protocol (IP) address. for a streaming digital audio content

server 70 on the network 42. Using the received IP address, the earphone 10 may connect to the

streaming digital audio content server 20 via the networks 30a, 42 to receive and process digital

audio from the streaming digital audio content server 70.

|0019| The digital audio content server 70 may be for example, an Internet radio station

server. The digital audio content server TO may stream digital audio Over the network 42 (cg,

the InternetL which the earphone It) may receive and process. In one embodiment, the streaming

digital audio content server 70 may stream digital audio received by the streaming digital audio

content server 70 from the data source 20. For example, where the data source 30 is a wireless-

capable device, such as a portable DAP. the data source 20 may Connect to the streaming digital

audio content server 70 via a wireless network 30b and the network 42. Alternatively, where for

example the data source 20 is non-wireless-capable device. such as a PC, the data source 20 may

have a direct wired connection to the network 42. After being authenticated by the streaming

digital audio content server 20. the data source 20 may stream digital audio to the streaming

digital audio content server 70, which may broadcast the received digital audio over the network

42 (eg, the Internet). In such a manner, the user ot‘the earphone 10 may listen to audio from the

data source 20 even when (i) the earphone l0 and the data source 20 are not in communication

via an ad hoc wireless network 24 and {ii} the earphone IO and the data source 20 are not in

communication via a common local infrastructure wireless network 30.

[0020] Figure 3 is a block diagram ofthe earphone 10 according to various embodiments ofthe

present invention. In the illustrated embodiment, the earphone 10 comprises a transceiver circuit

100 and related peripheral components. As shown in Figure 3, the peripheral components ofthe

earphone [0 may comprise a power source 1021 a microphone 104, one or more acoustic

transducers l06 (cg. speakers}. and an antenna IOB. The transceiver circuit 100 and some ot'the

peripheral components [such as the power source 102 and the acoustic transducers 106) may be

housed within the body 12 ofthe earphone 10 (see Figure 1'). Other peripheral components. such

as the microphone 104 and the antenna 108 may be external to the body 12 of the earphone 10.
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In addition, some of' the peripheral components, such as the microphone 104, are optional in

various embodiments.

|0021| In various embodiments, the transceiver circuit 100 may be implemented as a single

integrated circuit (IC), such as a system-on-chip (SOC), which is conducive to miniaturizing the

components of the earphone 10. which is advantageous ifthe earphone 10 is to be relatively

small in size, such as an in-ear earphone {see Figures lA-IB For example), 1n alternative

embodiments, however, the components of the transceiver circuit 100 could be realized with two

or more discrete [Cs or other components, such as separate [Cs for the processors, memory, and

RF (cg, Wi-Fi') module, for example.

|0022| The power source 102 may comprise, for example, a rechargeable or non-rechargeable

battery (or batteries). In other embodiments, the power source 102 may comprise one or more

ultraeapacitors (sometimes referred to as supercapacitorsi) that are charged by a primary power

source. In embodiments where the power source 102 comprises a rechargeable battery cell or an

ultracapacitor, the battery cell or ultracapacitor, as the case may be, may be charged for use, for

example, when the earphone 10 is connected to a docking station or computer. The docking

station may be connected to or part. of a computer device. such as a laptop computer or PC. In

addition to charging the rechargeable power source 102, the docking station andfor computer

may facilitate downloading of data to andfor from the earphone [0. In other embodiments, the

power source 102 may comprise capacitors passively charged with RF radiation, such as

described in US. Patent No. 2,022.31 1. The power source 102 may be coupled to a power

source control module 103 of transceiver circuit 100 that controls and monitors the power source

102.

|0023| The acoustic. transducer(s) 106 may be the speaker eiement(s_} for conveying the sound

to the user ofthe earphone 10. According to various embodiments, the earphone 10 may

comprise one or more acoustic transducers 106. For embodiments having more than one

transducer. one transducer may be larger than the other transducer, and a crossover circuit (not

shown} may transmit the higher frequencies to the smaller transducer and may transmit the lower

frequencies to the larger transduCer, More details regarding dual element earphones are provided

in US. Patent 5,333,206, assigned to Koss Corporation, which is incorporated herein by

reference in its entirety.

-9-
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[0024| The antenna 108 may receive and transmit the wireless signals from and to the wireless

networks 241 30. A RF (cg, Wi-Fi) module 1 10 ofthe transceiver circuit 100 in communication

with the antenna 108 may, among other things modulate and delnodulate the signals transmitted

from and received by the antenna 108. The RF module 1 10 communicates with a baseband

processor 1 12‘ which performs other functions necessary for the earphone 10 to communicate

usingI the Wi-Fi (or other communication} protocol.

|0025| The baseband processor 1 12 may be in communication with a processor unit 1 14, which

may comprise a microprocessor l 16 and a digital signal processor {DSP} l 18. The

microprocessor l 16 may control the various components of the transceiver circuit 100. The DSP

1 14 may‘ for example, perform various sound quality enhancements to the digital audio received

by the baseband processor 1 12. including noise cancellation and sound equalization. The

processor unit 1 14 may be in communication with a volatile memory unit 120 and a non-volatile

memory unit 122. A memory management unit 124 may control the processor unit‘s access to

the memory units 120, 122. The volatile memory 122 may comprise, for example, a random

access memory {RAM} circuit. The non—volatile memory unit 122 may comprise a read only

memory (ROM) andtor flash memory circuits. The memory units 120, 122 may store ti rmware

that is executed by the processor unit 1 14. Execution of the firmware by the processor unit 1 14

may provide various functionality for the earphone 10, such as the automatic transition between

wireless networks as described herein. The memory units 120. ]22 may also cache received

digital audio.

[0026] A digital-to-analog converter (DAC) 125 may convert the digital audio from the

processor unit I 14 to analog form for coupling to the acoustic transducer(s) 106. An 13$

interface 126 or other suitable serial or parallel bus interface may provide the interface between

the processor unit 1 l4 and the DAC 125. An analog-to-digital converter (ADC) 128, which also

communicates with the 128 interface 126? may convert analog audio signals picked up by the

microphone 104 for processing by the processor unit 1 l4.

|0027| The transceiver circuit 100 also may comprise a USB or other suitable interface 130

that allows the earphone 10 to be connected to an external device via a USB cable or other

suitable link. As shown in Figure 4A, the external device may be a docking station 200

connected to a computer device 202. Also. in various embodiments. the earphone 10 could be

connected directly to the computer 202 without the docking station 200. In addition, the external

_ [0.
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device may be a DAP BIO, as shown in Figure 4B. In that way, the earphone [0 could connect

directly to a data source 20, such as the DAP 210 or the computer 202, through the USB port

[30. In addition, through the USB port [30, the earphone 10 may connect to a PC 202 or

docking station 202 to charge up the power source 102 andfor to get downloads (cg, data or

firmware].

|0023| According to various embodiments, the earphone IO may have an associated web page

that a user may access through the host server 40 (see Figure 2D} or some other server. An

authenticated user could log onto the website from a client computing device 50 (eg, laptop,

PC, handheld computer device, etc, including the data source 20) (see Figure 2D) to access the

web page for the earphone It] to set various profile values for the earphone 10. For example, at

the web site, the user could set various content features and filters, as well as adjust various

sound control features, Such as treble, bass, frequency settings, noise cancellation settings, etc.

In addition, the user could set preferred streaming audio stations, such as preferred Internet radio

stations or other streaming audio broadcasts. That way, instead oflistening to streaming audio

from the data source 20, the user could listen to Internet radio stations or other streaming audio

broadcasts received by the earphone 10. In such an operating mode, the earphone user, via the

web site, may prioritize a number of Internet radio stations or other broadcast sources (hosted by

streaming digital audio content servers 7'0). With reference to Figure 7, the host server 40 may

send the IP address for the earphone user’s desired (cg, highest priority) Internet radio station to

the earphone 10. A button I l on the earphone 10, such as on the rotating dial to as shown in the

examples of Figures IA and 18, may allow the user to cycle through the preset preferred Internet

radio stations. That is, for example, when the user presses the button I I, an electronic

communication may be transmitted to the host server 40 via the wireless network 30, and in

response to receiving the communication, the host server 40 may send the IP address for the

user‘s next highest rated Internet radio station via the network 42 to the earphone 10. The

earphone It) may then connect to the streaming digital audio content server 70 for that Internet

radio station using the IP address provided by the host server 40. This process may be repeated,

eg, cycled through, for each preset Internet radio station configured by the user of the earphone

lU.

I0029| At the web site for the earphone 10 hosted on the host server 40, in addition to

establishing the identification of digital audio sources (e.g., IDs for the user‘ 5 DAP or PC) and

_|]_
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earphones, the user could set parental or other user controls. For example the user could restrict

certain Internet radio broadcasts based on content or parental ratings, etc. That is. for example

the user could configure a setting through the web site that prevents the host server 40 from

sending an IP address for a streaming digital audio content server 70 that broadcasts explicit

content based on a rating for the content. In addition, ifa number of different earphones 10 are

registered to the same user, the user could define separate controls for the different earphones l0

(as well as customize any other preferences or settings particular to the earphones 10, including

Internet radio stations. sound quality settings, etc. that would later be downloaded to the

earphones 10}. In addition in modes where the host server 40 streams audio to the earphone 10?

the host server 40 may log the files or content streamed to the various earphones 10, and the user

could view at the web site the tiles or content that were played by the earphones 10, In that way,

the user could monitor the tiles played by the earphones tO.

|0030| In addition. the host server 40 may provide a so-called eavesdropping function

according to various embodiments. The eavesdropping service could be activated via the web

site. When the service is activated, the host server «'40 may transmit the content that it is

delivering to a first earphone 10a to another, second earphone 10b, as shown in Figure 8.

Alternatively, the host server 40 may transmit to the second earphone 10b the most recent IP

address for a streaming digital audio content server 70 that was sent to the first earphone 10a.

The second earphone 10b may then connect to the streaming digital audio content server 70 that

the first earphone 10a is currently connected. That way. the user ofthe second earphone 10b,

which may be a patent, for example. may directly monitor the content being received by the first

earphone [03, which may belong to a child of the parent.

|003l| This fiJnction also could be present in the earphones 10 themselves allowing a parent

(or other user) to join an ad-hoc wireless network and listen to what their child (or other listener)

is hearing. For example with reference to Figure 10, a first earphone 10a may receive wireless

audio, such as from the data source 20 or some other source. such as the host server 40. The first

earphone [021 may be programmed with firmware to broadcast the received audio to a second

earphone [0b via an ad hoc wireless network 24. That way‘ the wearer ofthe second earphone

10b can monitor in real-time the content being played by the ti rst earphone lOa.

I0032| At the web site. the user may also specify the identification number ("ID“) oftheir

earphonets) 10, and the host server 40 may translate the ID to the current internet protocol (IP}
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addresses for the earphone 10 and for the data scurce 20. This allows the user to find his or her

data Source 20 even when it is behind a firewall or on a changing IP address. That way, the host

server 40 can match the audio from the data source 20 to the appropriate earphone [0 based on

the specified device ID‘ The user also could specify a number of different data sources 20, For

example, the user’s DAP may have one specified IP address and the user’s home (or work)

computer may have another specified [P address. Via the web site hosted by the host server 40,

the user could specify or prioritize from which source (cg, the user’s DAP or computer} the

earphone 10 is to receive content.

|0033| The host server 40 {or some other server) may also push firmware upgrades andfor data

updates to the earphone 10 using the IP addresses of the earphone 10 via the networks 30, 42. In

addition. a usar could download the firmware upgrades andfor data updates from the host server

40 to the client computing device 202 (see Figure 4A) via the Internet, and then download the

firmware upgrades andfor data updates to the earphone 10 when the earphone 10 is connected to

the client computer device 202 {such as thrOUgh a USB port andfor the docking station 200}.

|0034| Whether the downloads are transmitted wirelessly to the earphone 10 or via the client

computing device 202 may depend on the current data rate of‘the earphone l0 and the quantity of

data to be transmitted to the earphone 10. For example, according to various embodiments. as

shown in the process flow of Figure 5, the host server 40 may be programmed. at step 50, to

make a determination, based on the current data rate for the earphone 10 and the size of the

update, whether the update should be pushed to the earphone IO wirelessly (eg, via the WLAN

303 in Figure 2D). If the update is too large andfor the current data rate is too low that the

perfonnance of the earphone 10 will be adversely affected, the host server 40 may refrain from

pushing the update to the earphone It) wirelessly and wait instead to download the update to the

client computing device 202 at step 51. Conversely, if the host server 40 determines that, given

the size ofthe update and the current data rate for the earphone 10 that the performance ofthe

earphone 10 will not be adversely affected. the host server 40 may transmit the update wirelessly

to the earphone 10 at step 52.

[0035] As mentioned above. the processor unit 1 l4 ot‘the speakelphones 14 may be

programmed, via firmware stored in the memory 120, 122, to have the ability to transition

automatically from the ad hoc wireless network 24 to an infrastructure wireless network 30 {such

as a WLAN ) when the quality of the signal on the ad hoc wireless network 24 degrades below a

-l3-
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suitable threshold (such as when the data source 20 is out of range for an ad hoc wireless

network). In that case, the earphone l0 and the data source 20 may connect to a common

infrastructure wireless network (eg, WLAN'} (see. for example. Figures EB-EC). Through the

web site for the earphone 10, described above, the user could specify a priority of'int‘rastrueture

wireless networks 30 for the data source 20 and the earphone [O to connect to when the ad hoc

wireless network 24 is not available. For example, the user could specify a WLAN servicing

histher residence ti rst, a WLAN servicing hi sfher place of employment second, etc. During the

time that the earphone l0 and the data source 30 are connected via the ad hoc wireless network

24. the earphone 10 and the data source 20 may exchange data regarding which infrastructure

networks are in range. When the earphone 10 and the data source 20 are no longer in range for

the ad hoc wireless network 24 (that is. for example, the signals between the device degrade

below an acceptable level )1 they may both transition automatically to the highest prioritized

infrastructure wireless network whose signal strength is above a certain threshold level. That

way, even though the earphone 10 and the data source 20 are out of range for the ad hoe wireless

network 24, the earphone [0 may still receive the streaming audio from the data source '20 via

the infrastructure wireless network 30 (see Figs. ZB-ZC).

|0036| When none ot‘the preferred infrastructure networks is in range. the earphone l0 may

connect automatically to the host server 40 via an available infrastructure wireless network 30

(see Fig. ED}, e.g., the infrastructure wireless network 30 having the highest R381 and to which

the earphone 10 is authenticated to use. The host server 40, as mentioned above. may transmit IP

addresses to the earphone 10 for streaming digital audio content servers T0 or the host sever 40

may stream digital audio to the earphone l0 itself when in this communication mode.

|0037| Figure 6 is a diagram ofthe process flow. according to one embodiment. implemented

by the transceiver circuit 100 of the earphone 10. The process shown in Figure 6 may be

implemented in part by the processor unit l 14 executing firmware stored in a memory unit 120,

[22 of the transceiver circuit 100. At step 6]. the earphone IO may determine it‘it can

communicate with the data source 20 via an ad hoc wireless network 24. That is. the earphone

10 may determine ifthe strength of the wireless signals from the data source 20 exceed some

minimum threshold. “"50. the data source 20 and the earphone It) may communicate wirelessly

via the ad hoc wireless network 24 (see Figure 2A). While in this communication mode, at step

62. the data source 20 and the earphOne 10 also may exchange data regarding the local

_;4.
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infrastructure wireless networks. if any, in the range ofthe data source 20 and the earphone 10.

respectively. For example. the earphone l0 may transmit the ID oi'local infrastructure wireless

networks 30 that the earphone [0 can detect whose signal strength (cg. RSSI) exceeds some

minimum threshold level. Similarly, the data source 20 may transmit the ID the local

infrastructure wireless networks 30 that the data source 20 can detect whose signal strength (cg,

RSSI) exceeds some minimum threshold level. The earphone 10 may save this data in a memory

unit [20. 122. Similarly, the data source 20 may store in memory the wireless networks that the

earphone 10 is detected.

|0038| The data source 20 and the earphone 10 may continue to communicate via the ad hoc

wireless network mode 24 until they are out of range leg. the signal strengths degrade below a

minimum threshold level}. [fan ad hoc wireless network 24 is not available at block a], the

transceiver circuit 100 and the data scurce 20 may execute a process, shown at block 63. to

connect to the user’s highest prioritized infrastructure wireless network 30. For example, of the

infrastructure wireless networks whose signal strength exceeded the minimum threshold for both

the earphone 10 and the data source 20 determined at step 62. the earphone l0 and the data

source 20 may both transition to the infrastructure wireless network 30 having the highest

priority, as previously set by the user (seen Figures 23-20. for example). For example. if the

user’s highest prioritized infrastructure wireless network 30 is not available. but the user’s

second highest prioritized infrastructure wireless network 30 is, the earphone 10 and the data

source ’20 may both transition automatically to the user's second highest prioritized infrastructure

wireless network 30 at block 64. As shown by the loop with block 65. the earphone 10 and the

data score-e 20 may continue to communicate via one ofthe user’s prioritized infrastructure

wireless networks 30 as lOng as the infrastructure wireless network 30 is available. Ifthe

infrastructure wireless network becomes unavailable. the process may return to block 61.

|0039| If. however, no ad hoc wireless network and none of the user’s prioritized infrastructure

wireless networks are available. the earphone It) may transition automatically to connect to the

host server 40 at block 66 (see Figure 2D) using an available infrastructure wireless network 30.

Al block or. the host server 40 may transmit an IP address to the earphone 10 for one ofthe

streaming digital audio content servers 7'0, and at block 68 the earphone l0 may connect to the

streaming digital audio content server TU using the received IP address. At step 69. as long as

the earphone 10 is connected to the streaming digital audio content server 7’0. the earphone IO
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may continue to communicate in this mode. However, it‘the earphone IO loses its connection to

the digital audio content server T0, the process may return to block 6i in one embodiment. As

mentioned above‘ at block 67. instead of sending an IP address for a streaming digital audio

content server 70, the host server 40 may stream digital audio to the earphone 10. The user,

when configuring their earphone IO preferences via the web site, may specify andfor prioritize

whether the host server 40 is to send IP addresses for the streaming digital audio content servers

70 anda’or whether the host server 40 is to stream audio to the earphone IO itself.

|0040| In another embodiment, the earphone 10 may be programmed to transition

automatically to the host server 40 when the earphone IO and the data source 20 are not in

communication via the ad hoc wireless network 34. That is. in such an embodiment, the

earphone 10 may not try to connect via a local infrastructure wireless network 30 with the data

source 20, but instead transition automatically to connect to the host server 40 (see Figure 2D).

|004l| In various embodiments, as shown in Figure IB, the button I I or other user selection

device that allows the wearer of the earphone 10 to indicate approval andfor disapproval of songs

or other audio files listened to by the wearer over an Internet radio station. The

approvalfdisapproval rating, along with ntetadata for the song received by the earphone 10 with

the streaming audio. may be transmitted from the transceiver circuit [00 of the earphone to back

to the host server 40. which may log the songs played as well as the ratings for the various

songsi’audio files. In addition to being able to view the logs at the website, the host server 40 (or

some other server) may send an email or other electronic communication to the earphone user‘ at

a user specified email address or other address. which the user might access from their client

communication device 50 (see Figure ED). The email or other electronic communication may

contain a listing of the songi’audio files for which the user gave approval ratings using the button

I I or other user selection device. Further. the email or other electronic communication may

provide a URL link for a URL at which the user could download songtaudio files that the user

rated (presumably songfaudio files for which the user gave an approval rating}. in some

instances, the user may be required to pay a fee to download the songfaudio tile.

[0042] The user song ratings also may be used by the host server 40 to determine the user's

musical preferences and offer new music that the user might enjoy, More details about

generating user play lists based on song ratings may be found in published US. patent

45-
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applications Pub. No. 2006r’0212444. Pub. No. 200602064537, and Pub. No. 200620212442. and

US. Patent 7,003,515, which are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

|0043| In addition or alternatively‘ the user could log onto a web site hosted by the host server

40 (or some other server) to view the approvalfdisapproval ratings that the user made via the

button 1 l on the earphone 10. The web site may provide the user with the option of

downloading the rated songsr’audio files (for the host server 40 or some other server system} to

their client computer device 50. The user could then have their earphone it) connect to their

client computer device 50 as a data source 20 via an ad hoc wireless network 24 (see Figure 2A)

or via an infrastructure wireless network {see Figures 23-20) to listen to the downloaded songs.

In addition, the user could download the song files from their client computer device 50 to their

DAP and listen to the downloaded song tiles from their DAP by using their DAP as the data

source 20 in a similar manner.

|0044| Another application ofthe headsets may be in vehicles equipped with Wi-Fi or other

wireless network connectivity, Published PCT application W0 2007! | 36620, which is

incorporated herein by reference, discloses a wireless router for providing a Wi-Fi or other local

wireless network for a vehicle, such as a car, truck, boat= bus. etc. In a vehicle having a Wi-Fi or

other local wireless network; the audio for other media systems in the vehicle could be broadcast

over the vehicle's wireless network. For example, ifthe vehicle comprises a DVD player. the

audio from the DVD system could be transmitted to the router and broadcast over the vehicle’s

network. Similarly. the audio from terrestrial radio stations. a CD player, or an audio cassette

player could be broadcast over the vehicle‘s local wireless network. The vehicle's passengers

equipped with the earphones 10, could cycle through the various audio broadcasts (including the

broadcasts from the vehicle's media system as well as broadcasts from the host server 40, for

example) using a selection button 1 l on the earphone 10. The vehicle may also be equipped with

a console or terminal, etc., through which a passenger could mute all ofthe broadcasts for direct

voice communications, for example.

|0045| As described above, the earphones l0 may also include a microphone 104. as shown in

the example ofFigure 9. The headset 90 shown in Figure 9 includes two earphones 10. both of

which may include a transceiver circuit 100 or only one of which may include the transceiver

circuit, as discussed above. The microphone 104 could be used to broadcast communications

from one eaiphone wearer to another earphone wearer. For example. one wearer c0uld activate

-l'?-
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the microphone by pressing a button 92 on the headset 90. The headset 90 may then transmit a

communication via an ad hoc wireless network 24 or other wireless network to a nearby recipient

(or recipients} equipped with a headset 00 with a transceiver circuit 100 in one or both ofthe

earphones 10. When such communication is detected by the recipient‘s headset 90, the

streaming audio received over the wireless network by the recipient’s headset 90 may be muted,

and the intercom channel may be routed to the transduceds) of the recipient‘s headset 90 for

playing for the recipient. This functionality may be valuable and useful where multiple wearers

of the headsets 90 are in close proximity, such as on motorcycles, for example.

|0046| Another exemplary use of the earphones [0 is in a factory, warehouse, construction site,

or other environment that might be noisy. Persons {'e.g.. workers) in the environment could use

the earphones 10 for protection from the surrounding noise ofthe environment. From a console

or terminal, a person (eg, a supervisor) could select a particular recipient for a communication

over the Wi-Fi network (or other local wireless network), The console or terminal may have

buttons, dials, or switches, etc, for each useo’recipient, or it could have one button or dial

through which the sender could cycle through the possible recipients. In addition, the console or

terminal could have a graphical user interface, through which the sender may select the desired

recipientts).

|0047| As mentioned above, the earphones 10 may comprise a USB port. In one embodiment,

as shown in Figure l l, the user may use an adapter [50 that connects to the USB pen of each

earphone 10. The adapter 150 may also have a plug connector 152, such as a 3.5 mm jack,

which allows the user to connect the adapter 150 to devices having a corresponding port for the

connector 152. When the earphones to detect a connection via their USB interfaces in such a

manner, the Wi-Fi (or other wireless protocol) components may shut down or go into sleep

mode. and the earphones 10 will route standard headphone level analog signals to the

transducerts) |06. This may be convenient in environments where wireless communications are

not permitted, such as airplanes, but where there is a convenient source of audio contact. For

example, the adapter ISO could plug into a person’s DAP. The DSP l 13 of the earphone [0 may

still be operational in such a non-wireless mode to provide noise cancellation and any applicable

equalization.

I0048| The examples presented herein are intended to illustrate potential and specific

implementations ofthe embodiments. It can be appreciated that the examples are intended

slg-
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primarily for purposes of illustration for those skilled in the art. No particular aspect of the

examples istare intended to limit the scope ot‘the described embodiments.

|0049| According. to various embodiments. therefore, the present invention is directed to an

earphone 10 that comprises a body I2, where the body 12 comprises: (i) at least one acoustic

transducer 106 for converting an electrical signal to sound; (ii) an antenna 108', and (iii) a

transceiver circuit 100 in communication with the at least one acoustic transducer 106 and the

antenna 103. The transceiver circuit 100 is for receiving and transmitting wireless signals via the

antenna 108. and the transceiver circuit 100 is for outputting the electrical signal to the at least

one acoustic transducer 106. The wireless transceiver circuit also comprises firmware, which

when executed by the transceiver circuit, causes the transceiver circuit to: (i) receive digital

audio wirelessly from a data source 20 via an ad hoc wireless network 24 when the data source

20 is in wireless communication range with the earphone 10 via the ad hoc wireless network 24:

and (ii) when the data source 20 is not in wireless communication range with the earphone 10 via

the ad hoc wireless network 24, transition automatically to receive digital audio via an

infrastructure wireless network 30.

|0050| According to various implementations, the data source may comprise a portable digital

audio player, such as an MP3 player, iPod, or laptop computer, or a nonportable digital audio

player, such as a personal computer. In addition. the transceiver circuit 100 may comprise: {i} a

wireless communication module 1 10 (such as a Wi-Fi or other wireless communication protocol

module); (ii) a processor unit I 14 in communication with the wireless communication module

1 10; (iii) a non-volatile memory unit 122 in communication with the processor unit 114; and (iv)

a volatile memory 120 unit in communication with the proceSsor unit 1 14. The infrastructure

wireless network may comprise a WLAN. The transceiver circuit 100 may receive digital audio

from the data source 20 via the infrastructure wireless network 30 when the data source 20 is not

in wireless communication range with the earphone 10 via the ad hoc wireless network 24. The

transceiver circuit firmware, when executed by the transceiver circuit 100, may cause the

transceiver circuit 100 ofthe earphone 10 to transition automatically to a pre-set infrastructure

wireless network 30 that the data source 20 transitions to when the data source 20 is not in

wireless communication range with the earphone 10 via the ad hoc wireless network 24 and

when the pre-set infrastructure wireless network 30 is in range of both the earphone 10 and the

data source 20. In addition, the transceiver circuit firmware, when executed by the transceiver

-39-
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circuit 100, may cause the transceiver circuit [00 of the earphone 10 to transmit data via the ad

hoc wireless network 24 to the data source 20 regarding one or more infrastructure wireless

networks 30 detected by the transceiver circuit 100 when the earphone l0 and the data source 20

are communicating via the ad hoe wireless network 24.

[005]] In addition, the transceiver circuit firmware, when executed by the transceiver circuit

100, may cause the transceiver circuit 100 ofthe earphone ID to connect to a host server 40 via

an available infrastructure wireless network 30 when the data source 20 is not in wireless

communication range with the earphone 10 via the ad hoc wireless network 24. The earphone 10

may receive streaming digital audio from the host server 40 via the infrastructure wireless

network 30. In addition. the earphone 10 may receive a first network address for a first

streaming digital audio content server 70 from the host server 40 via the infrastructure wireless

network 30, In addition. the earphone [0 may comprise a user control. such as button I l. dial.

pressure switch. or other type of user control. that. when activated. causes the earphone 10 to

transmit an electrouic request via the infrastructure wireless network 30 to the host server 40 for

a second network address for a second streaming digital audio content server 70.

|0052| In other embodiments, the present invention is directed to a system that comprises: (i) a

data source '20 for wirelessly transmitting streaming digital audio; and (ii) a wireless earphone 10

that is in wireless communication with the data source 30. In yet other embodiments. the present

invention is directed to a communication system that comprises: (i) a host server 40; (ii) a first

streaming digital audio content server 'i'O that is connected to the host server 40 via a data

network 42; and (iii) a wireless earphone 10 that is in communication with the host server 40 via

a wireless network 30, The host server 40 is progammed to transmit to the earphone ID a fi rst

network address for the first streaming digital audio content server 70 on the data network 42.

The host server 40 and the streaming digital audio content serverts) 310 each may comprise one or

more processor circuits and one or more memory circuits (cg... ROM circuits andx’or RAM

circuits).

|0053| In yet another embodiment. the present invention is directed to a headset that

comprises: (i) a first earphone 10a that comprises one or more acoustic transducers 10b for

converting a first electrical signal to sound; and (ii) a second earphone 10b, connected to the first

earphone 10a. wherein the second earphone 10b comprises one or more acoustic transducers] Oh

for converting a second electrical signal to sound. In one embodiment. the first earphone IOa

-30-
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comprises: (i) a first antenna 108; and (ii) a first transceiver circuit 100 in communication with

the one or more acoustic transducers 106 ofthe ti rst earphone 10a and in communication with

the first antenna 103. The first transceiver circuit 100 is for receiving and transmitting wireless

signals via the first antenna 108, and for outputting the first electrical signal to the one or more

acoustic transducers 10b ot‘the first earphone 10a. The first transceiver circuit t00 also may

comprise firmware, which when executed by the first transceiver circuit 100, causes the first

transceiver circuit 100 to; (i) receive digital audio wirelessly from a data source 20 via an ad hoc

wireless network 34 when the data source 20 is in wireless communication range with the first

earphone 10a via the ad hoc wireless network 24, and (ii) when the data source 20 is not in

wireless communication range with the first earphone 10a via the ad hoc wireless network 24,

transition automatically to receive digital audio via an infrastructure wireless network 30.

[0054| In various implementations, the headset further may comprise a head band 19 that is

connected to the first and second earphones [0. In addition, the headset 19 further may comprise

a microphone [04 having an output connected to the first transceiver circuit 100. In one

embodiment, the first transceiver circuit 100 is for outputting the second electrical signal to the

one or more acoustic transducers 106 of the second earphone 10b. In another embodiment, the

second earphone 10b comprises: (i) a second antenna 108; and (ii) a second transceiver circuit

100 in communication with the one or more acoustic transducers 106 of the second earphone 10b

and in communication with the second antenna 108. The second transceiver circuit 100 is for

receiving and transmitting wireless signals via the second antenna 108, and for outputting the

second electrical signal to the one or more acoustic transducers 106 of the second ealphone 10b.

The second transceiver circuit tOO may comprise firmware, which when executed by the second

transceiver circuit 100, causes the second transceiver circuit 100 to: ti) receive digital audio

wirelessly from the data source 20 via the ad hoc wireless network 34 when the data source 20 is

in wireless communication range with the second earphone 10b via the ad hoc wireless network

24; and (ii) when the data source 20 is not in wireless communication range with the second

earphone 1013 via the ad hoc wireless network 24, transition automatically to receive digital audio

via the infrastructure wireless network 30.

[0055| In addition, according to various embodiments, the tirst earphone 10a may comprise a

first data port and the second earphone 10b may comprise a second data port, In addition, the

headset may further comprise an adapter or dongle 150 connected to the first data port of the first
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earphone 10a and to the second data port ofthe second earphone 10b, wherein the adapter 150

comprises an output pl ug connector l52 for connecting to a remote device.

|0056| In addition, according to other embodiments. the present invention is directed to a

method that comprises the steps of: (i) receiving, by a wireless earphone, via an ad hoc wireless

network, digital audio from a data source when the data source is in wireless communication

with the earphone via the ad hoe wireless network; (ii) converting, by the wireless earphone, the

digital audio to sound; and (iii) when the data source is not in wireless communication with the

earphone, transitioning automatically, by the earphone, to receive digital audio via an

infrastructure wireless network.

|0057| [n variOus implementations, the step of transitioning automaticaily by the earphone to

receive digital audio via an infrastructure wireless network may comprises transitioning

automatically to receive digital audio from the data source via an infrastructure wireless network

when the data source is not in wireless communication range with the earphone via the ad hoc

wireless network. In addition, the method may further comprise the step of receiving by the

wireless earphone from the data source via the ad hoc wireless network data regarding one or

more infrastructure wireless networks detected by data source when the earphone and the data.

source are communicating via the ad hoc wireless network.

[0058] In addition, the step oftransitioning automatically by the earphone to receive digital

audio via an infrastructure wireless network comprises may transitioning automatically to

receive digital audio from a host sever via the infrastructure wireless network when the data

source is not in wireless communication range with the earphone via the ad hoc. wireless

network. Additionally, the step of transiti oning automatically by the earphone to receive digital

audio via an infrastructure wireless network may Comprise: (i) receiving, by the wireless

earphone via the infrastructure wireless network, from a host server connected to the

infrastructure wireless network, a network address for a streaming digital audio content server;

and (ii) connecting, by the wireless earphone. to the streaming digital audio content server using

the network address received from the host server.

[0059] It is to be understood that the figures and descriptions of the embodiments have been

simplified to illustrate elements that are relevant for a clear understanding, ofthe embodiments,

while eliminating, for purposes of clarity, other elements. For example, certain operating system

details for the various computer-related devices and systems are not described herein. Those of

'1"?
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ordinary skill in the art will recOgnize, however, that these and other elements may be desirable

in a typical processor or computer system. Because such elements are well known in the art and

because they do not facilitate a better understanding ofthe embodiments, a discussion of such

elements is not provided herein.

|0060_| In general, it will be apparent to one ofordinary skill in the art that at least some of the

embodiments described herein may be implemented in many different embodiments of software,

firmware andi’or hardware. The software and firmware code may be executed by a processor or

any other similar computing device. The software code or specialized control hardware that may

be used to implement embodiments is not limiting. For example, embodiments described herein

may be implemented in computer software using any suitable computer software language type.

Such software may be stored on any type of suitable computer-readable medium or media, such

as, for example, a magnetic or Optical storage medium. The operation and behavior of the

embodiments may be described without specific reference to specific software code or

specialized hardware components. The absence of such specific references is feasible, because it

is clearly understood that atti sans of ordinary skill would be able to design software and control

hardware to implement the embodiments based on the present description with no more than

reasonable effort and without undue experimentation.

|0061| MoreOver, the processes associated with the present embodiments may be executed by

programmable equipment, such as computers or computer systems andr’or processors. Software

that may cause programmable equipment to execute processes may be stored in any storage

device, such as, for example, a computer system (nonvolatile) memory, an optical disk, magnetic

tape, or magnetic disk. Furthennore, at least some of the processes may be programmed when

the computer system is manufactured or stored on various types of computer-readable media.

|00621 A “computer," “computer system," “host,“ “host server," “server," or “processor" may

be, for example and without limitation, a processor, microcomputer, minicomputer, server,

mainframe, laptop, personal data assistant (FDA), wireless e-mail device, cellular phone, pager,

processor, fax machine, scanner, or any other programmable device configured to transmit

andr’or receive data over a network. Such components may comprise: one or more processor

circuits; and one more memory circuits, including ROM circuits and RAM circuits, Computer

systems and computer-based devices disclosed herein may include memory for storing certain

software applications used in obtaining, processing, and communicating information. It can be

l
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appreciated that such memory may be internal or external with respect to operation of the

disclosed embodiments. The memory may also include any means for storing sofiware,

including a hard disk. an optical disk. floppy disk. ROM (read only memory). RAM (random

access memory L PROM (programmable ROM), EEPROM (electrically erasable PROM) andr’or

other computer-readable media.

|0063| In various embodiments disclosed herein, a single component may be replaced by

multiple components and multiple components may be replaced by a single component to

perform a given function or functions. Except where such substitution would not be operative.

such substitution is within the intended scope ofthe embodiments. Any servers described herein.

such as the host server 40, for example. may be replaced by a ”server farm“ or other grouping of

networked servers (such as server blades} that are located and configured for cooperative

functions. It can be appreciated that a server farm may serve to distribute workload

betweena’among individual compenents ofthe farm and may expedite computing processes by

harnessing the collective and cooperative power of multiple servers. Such server farms may

employ load-balancing software that accomplishes tasks such as for example, tracking demand

for processing power from different machines, prioritizing and scheduling tasks based on

network demand andfor providing backup contingency in the event of component failure or

reduction in operability.

|0064| While various embodiments have been described herein, it should be apparent that

various modifications. alterations, and adaptations to those embodiments may occur to persons

skilled in the art with attainment of at least some of the advantages. The disclosed embodiments

are therefore intended to include all such modifications, alterations, and adaptations without

departing from the scope oftlte embodiments as set forth herein.
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CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising;

an adapter that is configured to plug into a port ot‘a personal digital audio player; and

a speaker system in communication with the adapter. wherein the speaker system comprises;

multiple acoustic transducers;

a programmable processor circuit that is in communication with the multiple acoustic

transducers and the adapter;

a wireless communication circuit that is in communication with the processor circuit.

wherein the wireless communication circuit is for communicating via one or more

wireless networks; and

wherein:

in a first mode, the processor circuit is For receiving, via the adapter, and

processing digital audio content from the personal digital audio player into

which the adapter is plugged, and the multiple acoustic transducers are for

outputting the received audio content From the personal digital audio player;

and

in a second mode. the wireless communication circuit is for receiving digital

audio content from a remote digital audio source over a wireless network, the

processor circuit is for processing the digital audio content received from the

remote digital audio source, and the multiple acoustic transducers are for

outputting the audio content received from the remote digital audio source

:4 ‘JI
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A BST RACT

Apparatus comprises adapter and speaker system. Adapter is configured to plug into port of

personal digital audio player. Speaker system is in communication with adapter~ and comprises

multiple acoustic transducers. programmable processor circuit, and wireless communication

circuit. In first operational mode. processor circuit receives, via adapter. and processes digital

audio content from personal digital audio player into which adapter is plugged, and the multiple

acoustic transducers output the received audio content from the personal digital audio player. In

second operational mode, wireless communication circuit receives digital audio content from a

remote digital audio scarce Over a wireless network, processor circuit processes the digital audio

content received From remote digital audio source, and the multiple acoustic transducers output

the audio content received from the remote digital audio source,
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENTAND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant: KossCotporation Examiner: TBD

Inventor(s): Michael J. Ross. et 3]. Art Unit: TBD

Application No.: 16:13:92? Atty. Docket No. OSDISSPCTUSCONQ

Filing Date: November 7. 2018 Cool". No.: 2160

Title: SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARPHONES

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

K&L Gates‘ LLP

Pittsburgh, PA [5.222
November 8, 20 l 8

VIA EFS {WEBL

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents

Box 1450

Alexandria VA 223l3-l450

Dear Commissioner;

Prior to examinatiou, please amend the above-referenced application as Follows, wherein

Amendments to the Claims begin on page 2; and

Remarks begin on page 5.
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Amendments to the Claims

Please amend the claims as Follows. The following is a complete listing ot‘the claims that

replaces all previous versions.

1. {Canceled}

’3. (New) A wireless headphone assembly comprising:

first and second earphones. wherein each of the first and second earphones comprises an acoustic

transducer:

an antenna for receiving wireless signals;

a wireless communication circuit connected to the antenna. wherein the wireless communication

circuit is for receiving and transmitting wireless signals to and from the wireless headphone

assembly;

a processor in communication with the wireless communication circuit; and

a rechargeable battery for powering the wireless headphone assembly;

wherein the headphone assembly is configured, with the processor. to transition automatically

from playing digital audio content received wirelessly by the headphone assembly via a first

wireless network to playing digital audio content received wirelessly by the headphone

assembly via a second wireless network.

3. (New) The wireless headphone assembly of claim 2, wherein the processor is further

configured to upon activation ofa user-control of the headphone assembly. initiate transmission

of a request to a remote network server.

4. {New} The wireless headphone assembly of claim 3, wherein:

the headphone assembly further comprises a microphone; and

the processor is further configured to:

process audible utterances by a user of the headphone assembly picked up by the

microphone in response to activation of the microphone by the user; and

transmit a communication based on the audible utterances via the first or second wireless

networks.

[=3
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5. {New} The wireless headphone assembly of claim 2, wherein-

the first earphone compri ses a first earbud; and

the second earphone comprises a second earbud.

0. (New) The wireless headphone assembly of claim 5. wherein each of the first and second

earphones comprises

an antenna;

a wireless Communication circuit connected to the at least the antenna,

a processor in communication with the wireless comtnunication circuit; and

a rechargeable battery for powering the wireless headphone assembly.

7. (New) The wireless headphone assembly of claim 2. further comprising a headband

connected between the first and second earphones.

8. (New) The wireless headphone assembly of claim '7. wherein the first and second earphones

comprise speaker elements heused in on—ear headphones.

0. (New) The wireless headphone assembly of claim 7. wherein the first and second earphones

comprise speaker elements housed in over-ear headphones.

[0. (New) The wireless headphone assembly of claim 3, wherein each of the first and second

earphones comprises:

a hanger bar that sits upon an upper external curvature of a user‘s ear; and

a body connected to the hanger bar. wherein the acoustic transducer is connected to the body.

I I {New} The wireless headphone assembly ofclaim 2, Further comprising a docking station to

charge the rechargeable battery when the fi rs! and second earphones are connected to the

docking station.

12. { New) The wireless headphone assembly of claim 2, wherein the processor is configured to

transition automatically from playing digital audio content received wirelessly by the headphone
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assembly via the first wireless network to playing digital audio content received wirelessly by the

headphone assembly via the second wireless network based on a signal strength level for the

second wireless network.

l3. (New) The wireless headphone assembly of claim 13, wherein the processor is configured to

transition automatically from playing digital audio content received wirelessly by the headphone

assembly via the first wireless network to playing digital audio content received wirelessly by the

headphone assembly via the second wireless network based on whether the signal strength level

for the second wireless network is above a threshold level.

14. (New) The wireless headphone assembly of claim 2. wherein the processor is Further

configured to receive firmware updates from a remote computer device.

IS. (New) The wireless headphone assembly of claim 2, further comprising a memory unit that

stores network identifiers for the first and second wireless network 5.
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REMARKS

In this preliminary amendment, Applicant has canceled original claim I and added new

claims 2-15. Support for the new claims may be found throughout the application as originally

filed; no new matter.

Applicant is paying the requisite fees for the additional claims and the Office is authorized to

charge any additionally needed fees for consideration of this amendment to Account No. 02-

l 8 | 8.

A representative of the Office is invited to contact the undersigned with any questions

regarding this application or this preliminary amendment.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: November 8. 2018 IMark G. Knedeiseni’
Mark G. Knedeisen

Reg. No. 42,747

K&L GATES LLP

K&L Gates Center Ph‘ (412) 355-6342
210 Sixth Avenue Fax (412) 355-650l

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222 email: mark.knedeisen@klgates.com
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which is a CON of 13459291 04i30i2012 PAT 8571544
which is a CON of 12l938.488 12120f2010 PAT 8190203
which is a 371 of PCTIU 82009039754 04i07i2009
which claims benefit of 60123265 04i07i2008

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see httgzigyywwgsptogoy for more information.) - None.
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Foreign appiioation information must be provided in an Appticarton Data Street in order to constitute a claim to

foreign priority. See 37 CFR 155 and 1.76.

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTOiSBt39 or Form PTOISBISS as
appropriate.

if Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 11i28r2018

The country code and number of your priority application. to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention.

is US 15t182,927

Projected Publication Date: 03r07r2019

Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: N0
*‘ SMALL ENTITY “
Title

SYSTEM WITH WIRELESS EARF’HONES

Preliminary Class

455

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA {First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a US. patent extend only throughout the territory oi the United States and have no
eftect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing oi an international

application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international {PCT} application generally has the same
eftect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries. but does not result in a grant of ”an international
patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law. and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws oi many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States. applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific

foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply tor a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a US. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign titing license. The application's tiling receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status oi applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet. "General lntormation Concerning Patents" (specifically. the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timetrames and deadlines for filing toreign
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patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at BUD-T869199. or if
can be viewed on the US PTO website at http:llwww.uspto.govlweblotficeslpacrdoclgeneralrindexhtml.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents. trademarks and copyrights), you may wish

to consult the US. Government website, httptriwwwstoplakesgov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative.
this website includes self-help "tcolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues. applicants may
call the US. Government hotline at 1-886-999-HALT (1866-9539-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER

Title 35, United States Code. Section 184

Title 37. Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 8: 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184. if the phrase "IF REQUIRED. FOFiElGN FiLlNG
LICENSE GRANTED“ followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met. regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 OFF! 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15ta) unless an earlier

license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15lb). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license. unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFFt 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applicationsls) filed under 37 CPR 1.53(d}. This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national

security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations sspeciaily with
respect to certain countries. of other agencies. particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls. Department of
State {with respect to Arms. Munitions and Implements of War [22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and

Security. Department of Commerce {15 CF Ft parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl. Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+} and the Department of Energy.

NQT GRANTEQ

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time. if the phrase "IF REQUIRED. FOREIGN FILING

LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFFl 5.12.
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. It 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181. the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CPR 5.15lb).
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SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for

business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The US, offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community: serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of US. cities, states.
and regions competing for global investment: and counsels US. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop

technology, manufacture products. deliver services. and grow your business. visit l1ttp:!1www.8electU SA.gov or call
+1—202—482-6800.
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