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loed, torIng, -tos. Informal. To go by or ride in an automo-
bile. fShort for AUTOMOBILE.} . )
auto- pref. 1. Self; same: autogamy. 2. Automatic: autopilot.
Gk. < autos, self.] e me e .
awloanti-bodry (6'16-an"ti-bdd’e) n. An antibody thought
10 act against cells of the organism in which it is formed.
autobahn (ou’to-bin) n. A superhighway in Germany. [G.
. auto, automobile + thn: {oad.} _ . -
autobirogrrasphy  (8/t0-bl-Og'ro-f6, -be-Og're-fE) n, pl.
.phles. The biography of a person written by himself. —au'-
lo'bl-og'ra-pher 1. —au’to-bi’o-graptic (-bi's-grifik), au‘tos
blo-graph’i-cal adj. —au'to-bl'o-graph’i-cal-ly adv. .
autorbus (8'16-biis’) n, pl. -bus-es or -bus-ses. A bus.
autorcartalry-sls (O'to-ko-tdlf-sis) n, pl. -ses. (-séz’). Ca-
talysis of a chemical reaction by one of the products of the
reaction. —au'torcat’aslyt’ic adj.
autochthon (6-t3k’then) »n, pl. -thons or -thomes
(-tha-néz’), 1. The earliest known or aboriginal inhabitant
of a particular place. 2. Ecol. An indigenous plant or ani-
mal. [Gk. autGkhthon : autos, self + khthon, earth.} .
aurtoch-thosnous (8-t8k’tho-nas) also au-tech-tho-nal
(-tho-nal) or aurtoch:thonsic (-thdnik) adj. Native to a

particular place; indigenous. —aurtoch’thantlsm, aurtoch’-

therny 1. —aurtoch’thoenous-ly ady.
autorclave (0't6-klav’) n. A strong, pressurized, steam-
heated vessel, as for sterilization and for cooking. [Fr. :
auto-, auto- + Lat, clavis, key.]
autorcoid (&ta-koid’) #. Variant of autacold.
aurtocrracy (0-t0k're-sg) n., pl. -cles. 1, Government by a
single person having unlimited power; despotism. 2, A
country or state that is governed bg autocracy. .
au-torcrat (8’to-krdt’) n. 1. A ruler having absolute or unre-
stricted power; despot. 2. A person with unlimited power or
authority. [Fr. autocrate < GK. autokratés, ruling by oneself
: auto-, self + kratos, authority.] —au’to-crat’ic, auto-crat’«
I-cal adj, —au'to-crat’i-cal-ly ady. _ :
autorcross (8't5-krds’, -krds’) n. A competition for automo-
biles that tests driving skill and speed.
aute-da-té (ou'ts-do-fa’, 6't6-) ., pl. au-tos-da-té (ou’'tdz-,
&16z-). 1, The public announcement of the. sentences im-
posed on persons tried by the Inquisition and the public
execution of these sentences by the secular authorities.
2, The burning of heretics at the stake. [Port, auto da fé, act
of the faith.] :
auto-di'dact (&'t6-di’dikt’) n. A person who is self-taught,
[< Gk. autodidaktos, seif-taught " autos, self + didaktos,
taught. —see DIDACTIC.] —au'to-dI-dac’tic adj.
autordyne (¢'to-din’) n. A heterodyne in which one tube
serves simultaneously as oscillator and detector. —autor
dyne’ adj,
autoerclous (3-t&'shos) adj. Biok Having all stages of a life
cycle occur on the same host. [AUTO- -+ Gk, oikos, house.]
—audoe’clsm’ a1, '
auo-ero-tism (0'td-Er's-tiz’am) also au-to-e-rot-icism
(-l~r51’1-sizfam) n. 1. Self-satisfaction of sexual desire, as by
masturbation. 2. The arousal of sexual feeling without ex-
temal stimulation, ~—au'tore-rot’ic (-1-r6t'ik) adj.
autog-asmy (8-t6g’s-mé) n. 1. Bot. Fertilization of a flower
by ts own pollen; self-fertilization. 2. Biol The union of
nuclei within and arising from a single cell, ‘as in cerfain
Protozoans,
aulo-gen-e'sis (5/td-jén’i-sis) n. Abiogenesis. —au'torge:
a::lﬂc (jo-nét'ik) adj. —au'to-ge'net’t-cally adv.
. d,°9'e'nous (8-t6j’a-nas) also austo-gen-ic (8'te-jén‘ik)
au-J{ 'Sellf'generaled; self-produced, ~—aurtog’esnous-ly .adv.
o ax?‘ glro also autto'gy-ro (8't5-jI'rd) n., pl -ros. An air-
Nigh pé’“’"" ed by a conventional propeller and supported in
" L by a freewheeling, horizontal rotor that provides lift.
au“lm?‘ + Gk. guros, circle.] .
anfjg'??h (8to-graf’) n. 1. A person’s own signature or
At v“’ﬂlmg. 2. A manuscript in the author's handwriting.
name -graphed, -grapheing, -graphs. 1.To write one’s
han dw"f Signature on or in; sign. 2. To write in one’s own
<Gk ting, [Lat. autographus, written with one’s own hand
togra ‘;‘“Ifographos : autos, self + graphein, to write.] —au'-
auto ’_’r E"’v auto-graph’l-cal adj, —au'to-graph’i-cal-ly ady.
OM.SQO @phy (3-10g'1a-f&) . 1. The writing of something in
Au'lo-hwn handwriting, 2, Autdgraphs collectively. ]
ment s,;;g (0't5-hiirp). A trademark for a musical instru-
selected b ar to a zither, on which a desired chord can be
AWtorhyr, depressing a particular damper. .
h)’pnoxy P*No-sis (8/t5-hip-n&'sis) n. 1. The act or process of
tohypn r‘sﬁﬁ:’(nggilé{?. /; self-induced hypnotic state. —au'-
autoem. % aaqj. .
autgalnnt\i? une (&8't5-I-myson’) adj. Related to or caused by
odies, —auto-m-mun’ity n, ~au’tosim-mun-i-za’-
Ing, ;,us)y 9-n9-z&'shon) n. —autorim’munvize’ v. (-ized, -Iz+
Atoineda s
\iol: l? dex ('t5-1n'deks’) n. 1. The proceduré for prepara-
Ot an index 1o 3 body of i i -
Plter y of material by mieans of a com
au~to-‘g.r,° Bram. 2, An index prepared by autoindex.
Curreny be(}‘ﬂon (&'t5-In-fek’shan) n. Infection, as with re-
the oy Ols: caused b i isti i
od Y germs or viruses persisting on or in
Atptar 7
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own body. 2. A secondary infection caused by a disease
already in the body.

aurtorinstoxei'cartion  (0't5-In-tok’si-ka’shen) n. . Self-
poisoning caused by endogenous microorganisms, meta-
bolic wastes, or other toxins in the body.

autorload-ing (6't6-16'ding) adj. Semiautomatic.
autoly-sate (0-to17-sat’, -zat') n. Biochem. An end.product
of autolysis,

autoby-sin (0-t6li-sin, d'te-I¥'sin) »# A substance that.

causes autolysis. . .
au-toly-sis (0-tdli-sis) n. The destruction of tissues or cells
of an organism by autogenous substances, such as enzymes.
—au'te-dytlc (§'ta-lit'ik) adj.
aurtormak-er (6't6-ma’ker) n. An automobile manufacturer.
Aurtormat (0'ta-mit’). A trademark for a restaurant in which
the customers obtain food from closed compartments by
depositing coins in the appropriate slots, . .
autom-ata (0-tdm’s-te) n. A plural of automaton.
automate (¥'ts-mit’) v. -mated, -mating, -mates. —1r.
1. To convert to automation, 2. To control or operate by
automation. —intr. To convert 10 or make use of automa-
tion. [Back-formation from AUTOMATIC.]
automated teller n. An unattended data system and related
equipment activated by a bank customer fo obtain banking
services. . -
au-to-mat-ic (0'te-mit’ik) adj. 1. a. Acting or operating in a
manner essentially independent of external influence or
control; self-moving. b. Self-regulating. 2. a, Without voli~
tion or conscious control, b, Acting or performing in a me-
chanical fashion. 3. Capable of firing continuously until
ammunition is exhausted. —n. 1. An automatic firearm,
esp. an automatic pistol. 2, An automatic machine or de-
vice. 3. Football. An audible. [Gk. automatos, Self-acting.]
—au'tormat’iscalrly adv, —auto-ma-tic’lty (-ms-tisi-t&) n,
automatic pllot n.. A mechanism, as on an aircraft, that
automatically mairitains a preset course.
autorma-tion (6'te-mi’shon) n. 1. The automatic operation
or control of a process, equipment, or a system. 2. The tech-
niques and equipment used to achieve automatic operation
or control. 3. The condition of being automatically con-
trolled or operated. —au'to:ma‘tive adj.
autom a-tism (0-tém's-tiz’om) n, 1. a. The state or quality
of being automatic. b. Automatic mechanical action. 2. Phi-
los. The theory that the body is a machine whose functions
are accompanied but not controlled by consciousness.
3. Physiol, a, The automatic operation of organs and cells,
such as the beating of the heart. b. Performance of an act
without conscious control, as in the operation of the re-
flexes. 4. The suspension of consciousness in order to ex-
press subconscious ideas and feelings. —austom‘astist n.
automeatiza-tion (6-tdm’e-ti-zd’shon) n. Automation.
autom-a-tize (8-tdm’'a-tiz’) tr.v. -tized, -tiz:ing, -tiz-es. To
make automatic, | .
autom:aton (0-tdm'o-ton, -tdn') n, pl -tons or -ta (-t3).
1. A robot, 2, One that behaves in an automatic or me-
chanical fashion. [Lat., self-operating machine < Gk. auto-
matos, self-acting.] —au-tom‘atous adj. .
aurtormorbile (0'to-mo-bel’, -m&’beél’) n. A self-propelled
passenger vehicle that usually has four wheels and an
internal-combustion engine, used for land transport. —adj.
Automotive. [Fr. : Gk. autos, self + mobile, mobile < OFr,
—$e¢ MOBILE,] —au'to-mo-bil'ist 1. |
automo-tive (&'to-md’tlv) ad). . 1. Self-moving; self-
propelling. 2. Of 'or pertainming to self-propelled vehicles.
au-tornetics (6't6-nétiks) n. (used with a sing. verb).. The
study of automatic guidance and control systems. [AuTO- +
{CYBER)NETICS.] . .
auto'nonmric (&'te-ndém’ik) adj. 1, Independent; autono-
mous, 2, Physiol. Of or pertaining to the autonomic nervous
system. 3. Resulting from internal causes; spontaneous,
—au'tornom‘l-cal-ly adv. - )
autonomic nervous system n. The division of the verte-
brate nervous system that regulates involuntary action, as of
the intestines, heart, and glands, and’ comprises the sympa-
thetic nervous system and the parasympathetic nervous sys-
tem. . -
auttono'mous. (0-tdn’s-maes) adj. 1. a.Independent.
b. Self-contained. 2. a. Independent of the laws of another
state or government; self-governing. b. Of or pertaining to
an autonomy. 3. Autonomic. [Gk. autonomos, self-ruling :
autos, self -+ nomos, law.] —auton‘o-mous-ly adv; .
aurtonto'my (6-tdn’s-mé) n, pl. -mies, 1. The condition or
< quality of being self-governing. 2. Self-government or the
right of self-government; self-determination; independence.
3. A self-governing state, community, or group. [Gk. aufo-
nomia < autonomos, autonomous,] —aurton‘o'mist n. ’
austorphyte (d’te-fit’) #. An autotrophic plant. —au’to-phyt'-
I (-fit'k) adj. . ) .
autoepllrer (0'to-pi'ler) n. Computer Sci. A’ specific auto-
matic compiler, [AuTo- + (COM)PILER.] . X
auto-pi-lot (8/t6-pr'lat) n. An automatic pilot. )
awto-plas-ty (6't6-plis’te) n, Surgical repair or replacement
with tissue taken from the same body as that on which the
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sealing wax

sea squirt

to the ocean floor in deep water, having a flowerlike body
supported by a long stalk,
sealing wax n. A resinous preparation of shellac and tur-
pentine that is soft and fluid when heated but solidifies
upon cooling, used to seal letters, batteries, or jars.
sea llon n. Any of several seals of the family Otariidae,
having small but distinct external ears, esp. Zalophus cali-
Jornianus, of the Northern Pacific.
seal ring n. A signet ring.
seal-skin (s&l'skin’).n. 1. The pelt or fur of a fur seal, esp.
the underfur. 2, A coat or other garment made of sealskin,
Sea-ly-ham terrier (s¢'le-hdm’, -le-om) n. A terrier of ‘a
/ -+ - - breed developed in Wales, havmg a wiry white coat, a long
sea lion - head, émd ;hort“ legs. AA{lter Sc;alyham, Wfales ] it
o rmi, © seam (sém) n a. ne of junction forme sewing
ZHIOP fues ca{lfarmamm together two pieces of matena{ along their margilns b. A
similar line, ridge, or groove made by fitting, joining, or
lapping together two sections along their edges. €. A suture.
. A scar, 2. A line across a surface, as a crack, fissure, or
wrinkle..3. A thin layer or stratum, as .of.coal or rock. ~—
seamed, seaming, seams. —r. 1. To put together with or
-as if th a-seam. 2. To mark with a groove, wrinkle, scar, or
other seamlike line, 3, To form ridges in by purling. —intr.
1. To crack open; become fissured or furrowed. 2. To purl.
[ME seem < OFE séam.) —seam’er n.
sea-mald-en (s&¢'mid’'n) also sea-maid.(-mad’) n. A mer-
maid or-a sea nymph.
sea'man (s&mon) n. 1. A mariner or sailor. 2. An enhsted
man in the U.S. Navy or Coast Guard ranking above sea-
man apprentice and below petty officer.
seaman apprentice n. An enlisted man in the U.S, Navy or
Coast Guard ranking above a'seaman recruxt and below a
seaman.
seaman recruit n. An enhsted man of the lowest rank in the
U.S. Navy or Coast Guard,
seasman-ship (s¢’'moan-ship’) n Skill in managing or navi-
gating a boat or ship.
sea otter sea'mark (s&'mirk’) n. 1. A Iandmark visible from lhe sea,
used as a guide in navigation. 2. The mark along a coastline
_indicating the upper tidal Yimits,
Sea mew n. Any of various. gulls frequentmg coastal areas,
esp. Larus canus, of Europe.
sea mile n. A nautical mile.
sea milkwort n. A fleshy p]ant, Glaux marmma, of shores
and brickish marshes, having pink or white flowers.
\ seamless (stm'lis) adj. 1.-Without seams. 2. Perfectly con-
sistent. —seam’less-ness n.
sea-mount (s&’mount’) n. A submarine mountain rising to
more than 3,000 feet’above -the ocean floor.but havmg a
summit at least | ,000 feet below sea level,
sea mouse n. Any of various segmented marine worms -of
the genus Aphrodite; esp. A: aculeata, having a flattened el-
‘liptical body with overlapping scales covered by long hairs.
seamrester (sm'stor) n. A tailor. [ME semester < OE séa-
mestre < séam, seam.)-
seam-stress (sm'stris) n. A woman who sews, esp. one who
makes her living by sewing. :
seamy (s¢'mé) adj. -t-er, -lrest. 1, Having, marked with, or
showing a seam. 2. Sordld base: the seamy sxde of i fe
; —seam’l'ness n
sea robin sé-ance (s3'ing’, -4Ns") 1. 1 A meeting of persons to receive
spiritualistic messages. 2. A meeting, session, or sitting.' [Fr.
< OFr,, a sitting < seoir, to sit < Lat. sedére.]
sea oats pln. (used with a sing. or pl. verb). A tall grass,
Uniola panicolata, common along the coast of the southern
United States,
sea onion n. 1. A plant, Urginea maritima, of the Meditet-
ranean area, cultivated for its bulb that yields a powder
used medicinally and a5 a rat poison, 2. A small European
bulbous plant, Scilla verna, having”fragrant blue flowers.
sea olter n. A large, nearly extinct marine otter, Enhydia
lutris, of northern Pacific coasts, havinig a soft dark-brown
coat valued as fur,
sea pen n. Any of various marine anthozoans of the families
Stylatulidae and Funiculinidae, resembling and related to
the sea feathers. {From its fesemblance to a quill pen.]
searplane (s&'plan’) n. An aircraft equipped with ﬂoats for
landing on or taking off from-a body of water,
searport (s&'port’, -port’) n. A harbor or town having facili-
ties for seagoing ships.
sea power n. 1. A nation havmg significant naval strangth
2. Naval'strength.
sea purse n. The purse-shaped egg case of skates or of cer-
tain sharks.
searquake (s&’kwak’) n. 'An earthquake under the sea floor.
sear! (sir) v seared searing, sears. —ir. 1. To cause to
wither or dry up. 2. To chay, scorch, or burn the surface of
with or as if with a hot instrument. —intr. ‘To become with-
ered or dried up. —n. A condition, 'a$ a scar, produced by
searing. [ME Seren < OE séarian < séar, withered.]
sear? (sir) n. The'catch in a gunlock that keeps the hammer
halfcocked or fully cocked. [Prob. < OFfr. serre, lock < ser-
rer, to grasp < LLat. serare, to bolt < Lat sera, bar, bolt]
sear? (sir) adj. Variant of seret,
sea raven n. A large sculpin, Hemxrrzpterus americanus, of
the western Atlantic, ~

search (sirch) v. searched, searcheing, g eareh
1. To make a thorough examination of or jogy o3
fully in order to'find something; explore. 2, To ma
ful examination or investigation of; probe; seq € 2 care.
conscience. 3. To make a thorough check of (af ! oney
ment); scrutinize: search a title. 4. a. To exammee I Ocy.
find something lost or concealed. b. To examine ih er g
or personal effects of in order to find Someth; Person
concealed, 5. To come to know; Jearn. —inyy 1 "8 lo
thorough investigation; seek: searchmg Jor clyes, “duc(a
act of searching. 2. The exercise of right of g
serchen < OFr. cerchier < LLat. circare, to go am:;“C {\IE
circus, mrcle] —search’a'ble adj. —searcher , nd <

searcheing (str’ching) adj 1. Examining cjog
oughly: a searching investigation of their 5'06k~ma ,?’ the.
ings. 2. Keenly observant: searching insights, "iet dfl

searcheless (siirch’lis) adj. Mysterious; i Impenetrap)

searchelight (sdrch’lit) n. 1. a. An apparatyg con| o
light source and a reflector for projecting a byj right b
‘approximately parallel rays of light. b, The beam of lﬁfam of
projected. 2. A flashlight. ight sy
search warrant n. A warrant giving legal authoriz,
a search.

sea robin n. Any of various marine fishes
Triglidae, having a bony head and extremely
fins with fingerlike rays.

sea room n. Space at sea adequate for maneuvenn
seascape (s&’skdp’) n. A view or picture of the se. g a ship
Sea Scout n. A member of a program designe,

Scouts in seamanship. gned m tram Boy
sea serpet n. A large snakelike marine animal oftey
orted by ‘mariners since antiquity but pe:
1pdent1f1edy 4 Ve positic,
seasshell’ (se shil) n. The calcareous shell of

lusk or similar marine organism.
sea-shore (s&'shdr’, -shor’) n. 1. Land by the sca, 2 Loy
Ground lying between high-water and low-water marky
foreshore. . &
searsick-ness (s&'sik'nis) n. Nausea and other malaise ;
voked by the motion of a vessel at sea. —sea'sici’ adjp *
searside (s8'sid") n. The seashore,,
sea slug n. Any of various sheli-less marine gastropods of
the suborder Nudlbranchxa, having a colorful body wity
fringelike projections,

Over cam

talmno

ation fo,

of the fapy,
long Pectory)

a marine |,

"sea snake n. Any of various’ venomous tropical mary,

snakes of the family Hydrophidae, chiefly of the Pacific ayy
Indian’ oceans.

. sea*son (s€'zen) n. 1. a. One of the four natural divisions of

the year, spring, summer, autumn, and winter, indicated by
the passage of the sun through an equinox or solstice ang
derived from the apparent north-south movement of the suy
caused by the fixed direction of the earth’s axis in soly

orbxt b. The two divisions of the year, ramy and dry, in.

tropical climates. 2. A recurrent period that is characterize)
by certain’ occupations, festivities, or crops. 3. A suitabl,
natural, or convenient time. 4. A perod of time —
-soned, -soming, -sons. —t7. 1. To improve or enhance the
flavor of (food) by addmg salt, spices, herbs, or other flavor-
ings. 2. To add zest, piquancy, or interest to: seasoned his
lectures with jokes. 3/ To dry (lumber) until it is usable; cur
4. To render competent through trial and experience, 5, Te
accustom; inure. 6. To moderate; temper. —intr. To be-
come usable, competent, or tempered. —idioms. In season.
1. Available or ready for eating or other use. 2. Legaly
.available to the hunter, fisherman, or trapper. 3. Al th
right moment; opportunely. 4. In heat. Used of animals. ou
of season. 1. Not available or ready for eating or hunting
2. Not at the right or proper moment; inopportunely. [ME
sesoun < OFr, seson < Lat. satio, act of sowing < satu,
p.part. of serere, to plant.}

seasson-a-ble (sg'zo-na-bal, s8z'ne-) adj. 1. In keeping vith
the time or the season.. 2, Occurring or performed at the
proper time; timely. —See Usage note at seasonal, —sea*
son-a-bly adv.

searson-al.(s&'zo-nal, sez’nal) adj. Of or dependent upon
particular season. —sea’son-ally a

Usage: Seasonal and seasonable, though closely related.

are differentiated in usage. .Seasonal applies to what de-
pends-on or is controlled by the season of the year: 4§
sonal rise in employment. -Seasonable applies (0 \Vhi“, W
appropriate to the season (seasonable clothing) or timely (lﬂ[
seasonable intervention in the dispute). Rains are seamua; |
they occur at a certain time of the year. They are seasondts
at any time if they save the crops.

sea-son-er (5&zo-nor, s&z nar) n 1.0ne that uses seasot
ings. 2. Seasomng

seassonting (s&zs-ning,” séz'ning) »:. 1. Something,
spice or herb, used to.flavor food. 2. The act or process I}
which somethmg is seasoned. . '

season ﬂcket n. A ticket valid-for a- Specﬁled period &
time. he class

sea spider n. Any of various marine arachnids of ;illebo
Pycnogonida, having long legsand a relatively sm s o

sea squirt n. Any of various sedentary marin€ amdbod-
the class Ascidiacea, havmg a transparent, sac-shape!
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