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[57] ABSTRACT 

A computer method and system for configuring device 
driver is provided. In a preferred embodiment, a device 
driver comprises a minidriver associated with -each output 
device and a universal driver. Each minidriver implements a 
plurality of minidriver functions for controlling the output
ting of data to the output device by invoking functions of the 
universal driver. During execution of a program, the pro
gram selects an output device and invokes the minidriver 
functions of the minidriver associated with the selected 
output device. An initialization function of each minidriver 
invokes an initialization function of the universal driver 
passing an indication of and attributes of the selected output 
device. Other minidriver functions invoke an analogous 
function of the universal driver passing an indication of the 
selected output device. The initialization function of the 
universal driver processes the passed attributes and stores 
the indication and the processed attributes. Each analogous 
function accesses the stored attributes and performs the 
behavior of the analogous function to effect the controlling 
of the output device. 

13 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets 
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