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226 TCP: Transmission Control Protocol Chapter17

This is therefore the sequence number plus 1 of the last successfully received byte IIdata. This field is valid only if the ACK flag (described below) is on.
Sending an ACK costs nothing because the 32-bit acknowledgment number field i

always part of the header, as is the ACK flag. Therefore we’ll see that once a connecti-
is established, this field is always set and the ACK flag is always on.
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