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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and apparatus for improving blood perfusion by
both heating a patient’s skin and providing emitters and a
detector which are offset from each other. Since the emitters

and detector are not directly opposite each other,the light is
forced to pass through more blood perfused tissue (with
blood perfusion enhanced by heating) to pass from the
emitters to the detector. This causes the light emitted by the
emitters to pass through more blood-perfusedtissue to reach
the detector than it would on the direct path through the
appendage if the emitters and detector were opposite each
other.
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