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SES...th Floor A heart Valve prosthesis and method of implanting the 
Cleveland, OH 4i 4 (US) prosthesis are disclosed. A valve is mounted within a Support 

9 apparatus that is deformable between a first condition and a 
(21) Appl. No.: 09/973,609 Second condition. The prosthesis has a cross-sectional 

dimension in the Second condition that is less than a croSS 
(22) Filed: Oct. 9, 2001 Sectional dimension of the Supported valve when in first 

condition. The prosthesis can be implanted into a patient's 
Related U.S. Application Data heart, Such as during a direct vision procedure through a 

tubular implantation apparatus that maintains the prosthesis 
(63) Continuation-in-part of application No. 09/659.882, in its Second condition until discharged from the tubular 
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