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57 ABSTRACT 

An artificial heart Valve comprises a relatively rigid Stent 
member having a first cylindrical shape and a flexible valve 
disposed in the Stent member, the Stent member being 
Self-expandable to a second cylindrical shape and collaps 
ible to its first cylindrical shape. The valve comprises a 
circular portion comprising a plurality of leaflets extending 
from the periphery of the circular portion towards the center 
thereof, the leaflets being configured to allow for flow of 
blood through the valve in one direction only. The diameter 
of the circular portion is Substantially the same as the inside 
diameter of the stent member when the stent member is in 
its Second cylindrical shape, the valve member being 
attached to the Stent member. 

20 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets 
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