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2/8/2021 Newcoronavirus variant could take over by spring, experts say

The new coronavirus variant

The new variant of the virus that causes COVID-19 has several

mutations on its spike proteins. These spikes are used by the

virus to attach to and infect cells. The spikes also are what

vaccines and antibody drugs target.
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Genomic RNA is acomplete—allow virus to seems to be
set of genetic instructions more strongly more
written in 30,000 “letters” of attach to host transmissible

code. Different sections of the @
genome guide how different

parts of the virus are
constructed whenthe virus

replicates in host cells.

MutationsThe> | | | Ni | | |
|= Other

Non-structural proteins Spike proteins structural proteins
Regulate other aspects Allow virus to attach Used for envelope,

of the virus to healthy cells membrane,etc.
SOURCE:The Associated Press, Reuters, Dallas Morning News reporting

 

Carol Zuber-Mallison/Staff Artist

Somesaythe U.S. likely has its own, more contagious homegrown variants. But the U.S. hasn’t done as much

genetic analysis of virus samples as someothercountries.

https://www.dallasnews.com/news/2021/01/16/new-coronavirus-variant-could-take-over-by-spring-experts-say/ 5/14
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