UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW. .“SP[O. gov

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
14/409,219 09/18/2018 10076708 163485 7235
25944 7590 08/29/2018
OLIFF PLC

P.O. BOX 320850
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 273 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will
include an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Tsuyoshi Yoshikawa, Minato-ku, JAPAN;
GREE, INC., Minato-ku,Tokyo, JAPAN
Tomohiro Tsukihara, Minato-ku, JAPAN;
Norikazu Kato, Minato-ku, JAPAN;
Tomoki Yasuhara, Minato-ku, JAPAN;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.
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PART B-FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with the applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-1450
or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address
as indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE
ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mallmg can on]y be used for domestic
mailings of the Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used
OLIFF PLC for any other accompanying papers. Each additional paper, such as
277 S Washington St. an assignment or formal drawing, must have its own certificate of
Suite 500 mailing or transmission.
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission

I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with
the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first
class mail in an envelope addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
address above, EFS-Web transmitted, or facsimile transmitted to
the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

(Depositor's Name)

(S-signature)

(Date)

APPLICATION NO FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO CONFIRMATION NO
14/409,219 12/18/2014 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485 7235

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

APPLN: TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUEFEEDUE | PUBLICATIONFEEDUE | PREV.PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1,000.00 $1,000.00 08/27/2018
EXAMINER | ARTUNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS
J. S. McClellan 3716 463-042
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee 2. For printing on the patent front page, list

Address" (37CFR 1.363). (1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attomeys 1. Oliff PLC
Change of correspondence address (or Change of | oragents OR, alternatively,

Correspondence Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. (2) The name of a single firm (having as amembera 2.
"Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication registered attomey or agent) and the names of up
form PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of | to 2 registered attomey or agent. If no name is 5
a Customer Number is required. listed, no name will be printed

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed
for recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

la. NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
GREE, INC. Tokyo, Japan
Please check the appropriate assignee categories (will not be printed on the patent): D Individual Corporation or other private group entity D Government
4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fees(s): (Please first reapply and previously paid fee shown above)
Issue Fee D A check is enclosed
[] Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) [ ] Payment be credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached
|:| Advance Order - # of Copies The director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credits any

overpayment, to Deposit Account Number 15-0461 (enclose an extra copy of this form)

5. Change of Entity Status (from status indicated above)
|:| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

|:| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

D Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature / B. Graham Nelson / Date August 14, 2018

Typed or printed name B. Graham Nelson Registration No. 72,699

PTOL-85 Part B (06-17) Approved for use through 1/31/2020 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
5967984v.1 163485
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

14409219

Filing Date:

18-Dec-2014

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi Yoshikawa

Filer: James Albert Oliff/Lamont'a Johnson

Attorney Docket Number: 163485

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for U.S. National Stage under 35 USC 371
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suﬂ;l’;(tsa)l in

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE 1501 1 1000 1000
Supercell
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Su::J—;I'S(tsa)l in
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 1000
Supercell
Exhibit 1002
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 33462965
Application Number: 14409219
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 7235

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi Yoshikawa

Customer Number:

25944

Filer:

James Albert Oliff/Lamont'a Johnson

Filer Authorized By:

James Albert Oliff

Attorney Docket Number: 163485
Receipt Date: 14-AUG-2018
Filing Date: 18-DEC-2014
Time Stamp: 14:39:56

Application Type:

U.S. National Stage under 35 USC 371

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type DA
Payment was successfully received in RAM $1000

RAM confirmation Number

081518INTEFSW00001141150461

Deposit Account

Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Supercell
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File Listing:

Document - . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
33835
1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) Issue_Fee_Transmittal.pdf no 1
ac7a7df3ab56d74985fbc29d012296c7bcad
859%
Warnings:
Information:
30779
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
ba93dbe46437504f36893f7e3d434dasc16)
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes)1 64614

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWV\'.\]SP[O.gOV

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/409,219 12/18/2014 Tsuyoshi Yoshikawa 163485 7235
25944 7590 0712612018
EXAMINER

OLIFF PLC | |
P.O. BOX 320850 MCCLELLAN, JAMES S
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

| ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER |

3716
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
07/26/2018 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

OfficeAction25944@oliff.com
jarmstrong @oliff.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
Address : COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

P.O. BOX 320850

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

APPLICATION NO./ FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR / ATTORNEY DOCKET NO.
CONTROL NO. PATENT IN REEXAMINATION
14/409,219 18 December, 2014 YOSHIKAWA ET AL. 163485
EXAMINER
OLIFF PLC

JAMES S. MCCLELLAN

ART UNIT PAPER
3716 20180723
DATE MAILED:

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or

proceeding.

Commissioner for Patents

Applicant's submission of an IDS on 7/11/2018 has been considered.

/JAMES S. MCCLELLAN/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716

PTO-90C (Rev.04-03)
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Receipt date: 07/11/2018

Doc code: IDS

Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed

14/409,21% - GAU: 3716
PTO/SB/08a (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 14409219
Filing Date P014-12-18
First Named Inventor “rsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit | 3716

Examiner Name ‘ J. S. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button.

U.S.PATENTS Remove
Examiner| Cite Kind Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
I Patent Number Issue Date . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1
Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Remove

Examiner| . Publication Kind [ Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages Columns, Lines where
I Cite No . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial Number Code| Date of cited Document .
Figures Appear
JIsM/ 1 0120202575 A1l P012-08-09 atsuno
fosM/ |2 20090247260 A1l P009-10-01 oto et al.

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button| Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns, Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document | Country Kind | Publication Aoolicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No | Number3 Code2j Code#| Date PR Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
1 P011067534 P A 2011-04-07 Uunc Gaming Co Ltd
/asmM/
Konami Digital
/JISM/| 2 P007117656 P A 20070517 - ntertainment
EFS Web 2.1.18
Supercell
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acaipt date: 07/11/2018

14/409,.219 -~ GAKF: 3716

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 14409219
Filing Date 2014-12-18
First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit | 716

Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485

jasm/ |3 001218981 P A 2001-08-14  |[Kceo Inc X
/I8M/ |4 |poo3260266 ip A |2003-00-16 |Namco Ltd X
/I5M/ |5 D001259228 P A 2001-09-25  |[Enix Corp X

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button

Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Remove

Examiner| Cite
Initials* | No

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

/3sM/ |4

Pune 26, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020.

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I /James . McClellan/ Date Considered ‘I

07/23/2018

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTQ.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 2 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible.  Applicant is to place a check mark here if|

English language translation is attached.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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aceipt date: 07/11/2018 14/409,.219 -~ GAKF: 3716

Application Number 14409219

Filing Date 2014-12-18

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

Art Unit 3716
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) n |

Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
X The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date {(YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-07-11
Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number |72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 14350, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Receipt date: 07/11/2018 14/409,219 ~ GAU: 3716

Privacy Act Statement

1.

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S5.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Doc code: IDS
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed

PTO/SB/08a (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are reguired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Number 14409219
Filing Date P014-12-18
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor “rsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Uit |3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(gm*lner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na“.’e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Remove

Examiner| .. Publication Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns, Lines where
. Cite No . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial Number Code'| Date of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1 0120202575 A1 P012-08-09 Matsuno
2 0090247260 A1l P009-10-01 [Goto et al.

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Aoblicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No [ Number3 Code2?j Code4| Date P Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
1 011067534 P A 2011-04-07 Juno Gaming Co Ltd
2 |poo7117656 P A |2007-05-17 |[fonami Digital
Fntertainment
EFS Web 2.1.18
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Application Number

14409219

Filing Date

2014-12-18

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

- Art Unit | 3716
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485
3 001218981 UP A 2001-08-14 Kceo Inc X
4 003260266 P A 2003-09-16  |[Namco Ltd X
5 001259228 P A 2001-09-25 |Enix Corp X
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
. .. | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite s - . )
1w (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), T8
Initials No . ; .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
1 June 26, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020. hd

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I

Date Considered ‘I

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confermance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|

English language translation is attached.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Application Number 14409219

Filing Date 2014-12-18

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

- Art Unit | 3716
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
X The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature {B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-07-11
Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number |72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you bhe given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Abstract of JP2001218981 {A}

PROBLEM TO BE S0LVED! To provide 3 compound ming game with a higher game
enjoymant in which the goal is atlained avoiding obstacies while dlearing other {argetis.
SOLUTION: A mine for game over is arvanged in one or a glurality of squares of a
chack pattem filed image displaved on @ monitor & while a play charactsy is moved by
ong square each avoiding the mine not displaved and finally reaches the gosl position
frorn the start position of the fisld. A oross button € and a first bulton 7 are provided o
indicats the direction of moving the play character at each sguare, and a filsed
generaton means 25 o numerically display the number of mines set at & squars
adiacent o any square whars the play character is positionad while a starry mark iz
displaved ai the square with an itam set on the fisid and an svaluation means 38 o
offer g higher game evaluation when the player character reaches the goal posilion via
the sguars where are ilem is set are provided.
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Notice

This translation is machine-generated. It cannot be guaranteed that it is intelligible, accurate,
complete, reliable or fit for specific purposes. Critical decisions, such as commercially relevant or
financial decisions, should not be based on machine-translation output.

CLAIMS JP2001218981

1.

A play character and a board-like field are displayed on the monitor, an obstacle related to the
game over is set to one or a plurality of grid squares, and at the same time, the play character is
set to 1 mass A progress game video game in which a player character advances one by one and
arrives at a goal position from a start position of the field, comprising: moving a play character
by one square in a direction according to an instruction from an operation member, A game
evaluation is given when displaying the number of the obstacles set in a square adjacent to the
square for the eyes and determining that the play character has arrived at the goal position A
readable recording medium on which a development process program is recorded.

2.

And the specific character is displayed so as to be distinguishable from other squares, and the
play character arrives at the goal position via the specific squares to give a high game evaluation.
A readable recording medium storing a course development program for a play character.

3.

When preparing an image of a play character whose front faces in at least four directions and
displaying an image of one of the play characters in correspondence with the inside of the
squares, in accordance with the direction instruction from the operating member, 3. The program
according to claim 1, wherein the play character having the front facing in the direction is
adopted.
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4.

Wherein the play character advances the play character to one of the eight adjacent squares in
response to an instruction from the operation member in front, back, left, right, and oblique
directions A readable recording medium on which a course development process program of a
play character is recorded.

5.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the display of the number of obstacles set is
continued until the end of the game with respect to the square through which the play character
has passed A readable recording medium on which a development process program is recorded.

6.

Wherein the number of the obstacles set in the section adjacent to the square of the grid in
which the play character is located is numerically displayed at a predetermined position on the
monitor screen. A readable recording medium on which a course development process program
for a play character described in any one of (1) to (5) is recorded.

7.

The field image is displayed in a size protruding from the monitor screen and the field image is
displayed by moving the field image one square at a time in a direction opposite to the direction
in which the play character advances A readable recording medium on which a course
development process program of the play character described in any one of the items is
recorded.

8.

8. The play according to claim 7, wherein the position of each specific square is set such that
when one specific square is displayed on the monitor screen, the other specific square is outside
the monitor screen A readable recording medium in which a character development course
processing program is recorded.

9.

A readable recording medium storing a course development program for a play character
according to any one of claims 1 to 8, wherein the start position and the goal position are
provided on opposite sides of the field.
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10.

A program for developing a course of a play character according to any one of claims 1 to 9,
characterized in that the time until the end of the game is set and the remaining time is displayed
on a part of the monitor screen Readable recording medium.

11.

A readable recording medium storing a track development processing program for a play
character according to any one of claims 1 to 10, wherein a grid on which an obstacle is set is
randomly set at every game start.

12.

An obstacle related to game over is set to one or a plurality of grids of a checkerboard field
image displayed on a monitor and at the same time an obstacle related to game over is set, And
causes the field to be reached from the start position of the field to the goal position, comprising:
an operation member for designating a movement direction for each first square of the play
character; A number display means for displaying the number of the obstacles set in a square
adjacent to the grid and evaluation means for giving a game evaluation when it is determined
that the play character has reached the goal position Features a career development video game
device.

13.

1 A specific grid display means for distinguishably displaying a specific grid on a field is
provided and said evaluation means is adapted to give a high game evaluation when it reaches
the goal position via said specific grid 13. The route game development video game apparatus
according to claim 12, comprising:
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DESCRIPTION JP2001218981

[0001]

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 1. Field of the Invention The present invention relates to a
route development video game apparatus and a play character which move a play character
(image) by one square on a board-shaped field image displayed on a monitor and arrive at a goal
position To a readable recording medium having recorded thereon a course development
processing program.

[0002]

2. Description of the Related Art Conventionally, when a bomb is set in a non-display state on a
specific square of a grid-like field image displayed on a monitor and the squares indicated by the
pointing member are image-wise turned, , The number of bombs set in the squares adjacent to
the target is displayed and the player watches this numerical value and sets the goal of turning
over all other squares while avoiding the squares set with bombs On the other hand, gaming
games are known when turning over the squares on which bombs are set.

[0003]

A conventional game is a brain game that competes for how many turns of a squares other than
the squares on which bombs are set are competing, and it is a positional change to the squares
designated by the previous time and this time There was no requirement for continuity, so to
speak, it was a random one.
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As described above, there is a problem that when the game purpose is repeatedly done because it
is a simple thing called a bomb hit, it gets bored.

[0004]

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION The present invention has been made in view of the above
circumstances, and it is an object of the present invention to provide a route guidance video
game device having a high complexity and high game potential, such as avoiding obstacles and
reaching the goal while clearing other purposes, It is an object of the invention to provide a
readable recording medium on which a development process program is recorded.

[0005]

A readable recording medium on which a program for developing a course of a play character
according to claim 1 is recorded is characterized by displaying a play character and a checkered
field on a monitor, The obstacle related to the game over is set and the play character is
advanced by the first square while avoiding the obstacle in the non-display state, and arrives at
the goal position from the start position of the field The play character is moved by one square in
the direction according to the instruction from the operation member and the humber of the
obstacle set in the square adjacent to the square with respect to the square where the play
character is located , And when it is determined that the play character has arrived at the goal
position, giving a game evaluation It is an.

[0006]

Claim 12 sets an obstacle related to game over to one or a plurality of grids of a goat-like field
image displayed on the monitor, and while avoiding the obstacle in the non-display state of the
play character And a path finding video game apparatus that causes the field to pass from the
start position of the field to the goal position by passing the field one by one, comprising: an
operation member that designates a movement direction for each first square of the play
character; a mass member A number display means for displaying the number of the obstacles
set in the grid adjacent to the grid for the eye, and evaluation means for giving a game evaluation
when it is determined that the play character has reached the goal position And is characterized
in that it is provided.

[0007]

According to these configurations, the play character and the checkered field are displayed on
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the monitor, and an obstacle related to the game over is set to one or more of the squares.

The player instructs to advance the play character by one square at a time while avoiding the
obstacle in the non-display state so that the play character arrives at the goal position from the
start position of the field.

In other words, the play character is moved in the direction of the direction according to the
instruction from the operation member, and for the square where the play character is located,
how many of the obstacles are set in the square adjacent to the square The number of what is
being done is displayed.

Then, the player determines the square to be advanced by the play character while considering
the number of obstacles against the surrounding grid, and repeats the operation to direct the
play character to the goal position, a predetermined game evaluation is given .

[0008]

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS FIG. 1 is a diagram for explaining
a configuration of a video game apparatus according to one embodiment of the present
invention, in which (a) is a plan view and (b) is a side view thereof. In these figures, the video
game apparatus 1 is a portable type, and includes an outer case 2 in which a control unit and the
like are built, a display unit 3 formed on the upper surface of the outer case 2, And an operation
section 4 formed as described above.

[0009]

The display unit 3 is provided with a monitor 5 composed of a liquid crystal panel or the like
capable of displaying a game image. The operation unit 4 includes a cross button 6 disposed on
the left side, a first button 7 and a second button 8 arranged on the right side, and a cross button
6 and the first and second buttons 7 and 8 And a start button 9 and a select button 10 disposed
at the lower side.

[0010]
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A sound generating portion 11 is formed at the right corner portion of the lower surface of the
outer case 2 and a sound volume adjusting portion 12 is disposed on the right side surface of the
outer case 2. A ROM cassette mounting portion 13 is formed on an upper half portion of the
back surface of the outer case 2.

[0011]

The monitor 5 displays an image related to the contents of the game. The cross button 6 has a
cross shape and has an operating portion configured to be pushed in each direction, and each
switch has a built-in switch so that it can be detected that it is pushed in. By using the cross
button 6, it is possible to instruct the direction of four directions, and by operating so as to push
the switches of the adjacent ones at the same time, oblique direction detection becomes possible,
so that a total of eight directions can be detected. The eight directions correspond to instructing
to move the play character up, down, left, right and oblique directions on the screen of the
monitor 5.

[0012]

The first button 7 is for determining (confirming) a direction instruction by the cross key 6. The

second button 8 displays a predetermined mark on the game screen as will be described later or
instructs erasing of written marks. The start button 9 is for starting a game or instructing pause

in the game, and the select button 10 designates a game type, a stage number according to need,
a degree of difficulty is set for the game If it is, it specifies the degree of difficulty.

[0013]

The sound generating section 11 is configured by incorporating a speaker inside the outer case 2
and outputs predetermined background music, sound effect, and the like in accordance with the
progress of the game, and the sound volume adjusting section 12 outputs from the speaker And
adjusts the volume of the background music, effect sounds, and the like. The ROM cassette
mounting portion 13 detachably mounts the ROM cassette 14 (see FIG. 2), and a connector is
disposed inside the ROM cassette mounting portion 13, and a connector attached to the front
end portion of the ROM cassette 14 is inserted And is electrically connected to an internal

05-07-2018 4

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 38



control section.

[0014]

In the video game apparatus 1 configured as described above, while grasping the left and right
sides of the outer case 2 with both hands, for example, pressing the cross button 6 with the
thumb of the left hand and pressing the first and second buttons 7, 8, the start button 9, and the
select button 10 are appropriately selectively pressed so that the game can be executed.

[0015]

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of a control configuration of the video game
apparatus 1.

As a recording medium, what is called a ROM cassette, an optical disc, a flexible disc or the like in
which ROM or the like in which game data and program data are stored are housed in a plastic
case, and those directly mounted on the game circuit board Including.

[0016]

In FIG. 2, the control unit 20 is operated by the operation unit 4 based on various data such as a
game program stored in the ROM cassette 14 as a recording medium and various image data
which is an element constituting the game And executes a game process corresponding to a
command corresponding to the contents, and includes a CPU 21 for executing calculation
processing, a ROM 22 for storing a control program for controlling display on the monitor 5, and
the like temporarily storing processing data And a display RAM 24 having a storage capacity of
at least one screen for updating and storing a frame image on the monitor 5. In the display RAM
24, for example, writing and reading are alternately repeated at a cycle of 1/60 second, so that a
stable image due to the afterimage phenomenon is displayed on the monitor 5.

[0017]

Connected to the CPU 21 are the monitor 5, the cross button 6, the first and second buttons 7
and 8, the start button 9, the select button 10, and the sound generating section 11, while the
ROM cassette 14 is connected There.
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[0018]

The CPU 21 also includes a field creation means 25, a game image formation means 26, a time
management means 27, an input signal determination means 28, a play character movement
processing means 29, a land mine processing means 30, an item acquisition processing means
31, a temporary stop processing means 32, mark processing means 33, hole digging processing
means 34, goal judging means 35, evaluating means 36, stage managing means 37, and the like.

[0019]

The ROM cassette 14 stores various game programs, various preset game data necessary for
game progression, various images (including a fence 40 surrounding a field, a land mine, an item
41, an explosion A play character image 44 and an explanatory text image 45 as viewed from the
front (see FIG. 6), the left and right (see FIGS. 4 and 10) and the back (see FIG. 5) side, the sound
effect data And a backup battery 143 of the RAM 142 and the RAM 142 for storing the game
situation at the time of interruption so as to be resumable from the point of interruption when
the game is interrupted.

The fence 40 displayed in the vicinity of the field is partly broken to form an entrance / exit into
the field, and this interrupted portion is a game start position 401 (see FIG. 4) and a goal position
402 (FIG. 8 As shown in FIG.

In the present embodiment, the start position 401 and the goal position 402 are provided on
opposite sides of the field, but the present invention is not limited thereto.

[0020]

The field preparing means 25 prepares a field image formed in a checker-like game field, that is,
square field consisting of a plurality of squares in each of vertical and horizontal directions, and
also creates a field image associated with game over, for example, an obstacle for forcible
termination Land mine setting means 251 for setting, for example, land mines to one or a
plurality of grids, a land mine setting means 251 for setting a land mine to one or a plurality of
grids, and eight grids adjacent to each other A land mine number managing means 252 for
storing the number of squares in which land mines are set out of the land mines (five on the side
of the field and three on the corner) and one or plural kinds of items are set to one or a plurality
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of squares And an item setting means 253. In addition, the set land mines are prevented from
being displayed on the screen. The relation of the setting positions of a plurality of items is set to
a square such that other items are not displayed at the same time in a state in which a grid with
one itemn set is displayed on the monitor screen. The land of the land mine and the set square of
the item 41 are managed as the coordinates in the vertical and horizontal directions of the grid.

[0021]

The game image forming means 26 displays the field image created by the field creating means
on the monitor 5 and also displays the operation contents of the cross button 6, the first and
second buttons 7, 8 of the operation section 4, the game program of the ROM 141, And the
contents of the RAM 142, and causes the display RAM 24 to form a predetermined display
image. The game image forming means 26 keeps the number information (numeral) set in the
grid at the game start point in a non-display state, and for the grid where the play character 44 is
located, so to say a hole digging operation (Or turning operation) is performed, and the number
information is switched to the display state. Only the current grid where the play character 44 is
positioned may be displayed, but in the present embodiment, the display state is continued for
the grid which has once been set to the display state, that is, the grade passed by the play
character 44,

[0022]

In addition, the game image forming means 26 displays the field image in such a magnitude
relationship that a part of the field is displayed on the screen of the monitor 5, and accordingly,
the game image forming means 26 is required to move the play character 44 on the field
(Scrolls) the screen by the first square in the direction opposite to the moving direction of the
play character 44 (according to the distance from the center of the screen of the movement
position of the play character 44). For example, in the relationship between FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, the
field image is not scrolled, but in FIG. 5, it scrolls downward by the first square.

[0023]

Further, the game image forming means 26 displays a small screen 46 as a window screen on the
upper left of the screen, displays the number information, the face image of the play character
and the game time (minutes, seconds) in the small screen 46 Itry to do. The time management
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means 27 sets, for example, 4 minutes and 30 seconds as the game time (see FIG. 3) and uses the
built-in timer 271 to elapse the remaining time from the start of the game and transmits the
small screen 46 As shown in FIG.

[0024]

The input signal discrimination means 28 distinguishably discriminates which switch of the cross
button 6 has been turned on and which two adjacent switches of the cross button 6 are turned
on, whereby the direction of the eight directions And recognizes the respective signals of the first
button 7 to the select button 10.

[0025]

The play character movement processing means 29 receives the recognition information from
the input signal discrimination means 28 obtained in response to the operation of the first button
7 in a state where the direction is instructed by the cross button 6 (or following the instruction
operation) , Designhates the movement instruction for the first square in the specified direction
and the display of the play character image 44 in the direction according to the movement
direction.

[0026]

When the land mine processing means 30 is instructed to move so that the play character 44 is
positioned on the square where the land mine is set, the land mine processing means 30 makes
the display of the image 42 of the effect (see FIG. 7) in which the mine exploded, and at the same
time, Forcibly terminating the processing.

[0027]

The item acquisition processing means 31 switches the display of the item 41 to non-display
when the movement instruction is made so that the play character 44 is located on the square
where the item 41 is set, and the text image 45 to that effect is displayed And displays it.

In addition, there are items that influence the evaluation and types that proceed favorably in the
middle of this game.

[0028]
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In response to the operation of the start button 9, the pause processing means 32 issues a pause
instruction for confirming the acquired item during the game and releasing the pause instruction.

[0029]
In accordance with the operation of the second button 8, the mark processing means 33 displays
the X mark 43 for marking danger and safety on the grid and releases it.

[0030]
The hole digging processing means 34 makes the number of land mines appear and display by a
process of turning up the grid where the play character 44 moves and is positioned.

[0031]

The goal judging means 35 judges whether or not the play character 44 has arrived at the goal
position 402 set in advance avoiding land mines or whether or not the time over has come before
arriving at the goal position 402, This terminates the game.

[0032]

The evaluating means 36 receives the judgment result of the goal judging means 35 and forcibly
terminated by a landmine and further judges the ability of the player in consideration of the type
and number of acquired items 41 and the required time to the goal and the like The result is
evaluated according to the rule, and the result is displayed on the screen by, for example, a
numerical value or the like.

[0033]

The stage managing means 37 instructs the landmine setting means 251 and the item setting
means 253 to perform processing for setting the position of the set grid of the land mine and the
item 41 at random or each time the game is started in accordance with a predetermined rule, In
the mode prepared for each stage, the fields of other stages are sequentially instructed to the
landmine setting means 251 and the item setting means 253 so that the degree of difficulty is
sequentially increased, for example.

[0034]

Hereinafter, the operation procedure of this course development game will be described with
reference to the flowcharts of FIGS. 12 to 20 with reference to FIGS.3 to 11.
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[0035]

FIG. 12 is a main flowchart.

When the game starts, first the field generation processing is executed (step ST 1), and then the
action processing of the play character 44 is executed (step ST 3).

Subsequently, it is judged whether or not a land mine has been stepped on, that is, whether or
not the player has instructed to move the play character 44 to the square with the land mine set
(step ST 5). If the mine is stepped on, the explosion shown in FIG. 7 Demonstration processing of
the image 42 is performed (step ST 7), deduction evaluation (penalty etc.) processing is applied
to the play character 44 (step ST 13), and the game is ended.

On the other hand, if it is not stepping on a mine, it is judged whether it is time over or not (step
ST 9).

If the time is over, a time over message is displayed (step ST 11), and the game is ended via step
ST 13.

[0036]

If it is not time over, it is judged whether or not it has arrived at the goal position 402 (step ST
15).

If it has not arrived at the goal position 402, the process returns to step ST 3, and if it has arrived
at the goal position 402, it is judged whether all the stages have been cleared or not (step ST 17).

If all the stages have not been cleared, it is judged whether or not to go to the next stage (step
ST19), and if it is going to the next stage, the procedure returns to step ST1.
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On the other hand, if all the stages are ended or if they do not go to the next stage, an acquired
item is given to the play character (step ST 21), and the game is ended.

[0037]

FIG. 13 is a subroutine showing the "field generation" process of step ST 1.

First, the field is reset to a blank state, that is, a state in which no landmines and items 41 are set
(step ST 31).

Next, walls (see the fence 40 in FIG. 3 and FIG. 8) are set on all sides so as to surround the field
(step ST 33), and subsequently, each grid position information, that is, coordinates of the start
position 401 and the goal position 402 is set (Step ST 35). After this, the landmine is set (step
ST37). Then, it is determined whether it is possible to reach the goal position 402 from the start
position 401 (step ST 39). That is, for example, in an extreme example, in a mode in which mines
are set in the square just before arriving at the goal, since it is not possible to arrive ata 100%
goal, it is judged that such a field is not created. If it is not possible to arrive at the goal, the
process returns to step ST 31 and the setting of the field is redone. On the other hand, if it is
possible to arrive at the goal, the setting processing of the item 41 is performed (step ST41), and
this flow exits.

[0038]

FIG. 14 is a subroutine showing the "set landmine" process of step ST 37. Firstly, coordinates for
setting landmines, that is, squares are provisionally determined by random numbers (step ST 51),
and it is determined whether or not the coordinates have already been set with landmines (step
ST 53). If the coordinates have already been set, the process returns to step ST 51.If not, it is
determined whether or not the coordinates are near the start (step ST 55). If thisis setto a
square adjacent to the start position 401, a plurality of landmines will be set to all the adjacent
squares at the start position 401, the start itself can not be performed and the game will not be
established as a game There is a possibility. Likewise, landmines are prevented from being set for
the coordinates directly under the goal position 402 (step ST 57). This is because the goal
position 402 is set so as to proceed only from the squares just below the goal position 402 in the
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present embodiment.

[0039]

If the land mine is not already set and avoided around the start position 401 and just below the
goal position 402, land mines are set or placed on the provisionally determined coordinates, that
is, in the square (step ST 59) . Then, it is judged whether or not the number of landmine setting
processes has been completed according to the stage number. If it is not yet completed, the
process returns to step ST 51, and if it is completed, the process exits this flow. As a result, as the
stage progresses, the difficulty level of the game increases and the interestingness increases.

[0040]

When setting of land mines is completed, the number of land mines on each adjacent square is
sequentially searched for each square that has not been set with land mines, and it is determined
corresponding to each square . Then, when the play character 44 is positioned, the number
information corresponding to the square is displayed in numerical form in such a manner that
the display manner of the square eye is changed, that is, in such a manner as to turn the square
eye.

[0041]

FIG. 15 is a subroutine showing the "item set" process in step ST 41. First, the content of the
immediate item, that is, the type is determined by a random number (step ST 71), and the
coordinate to be set next, that is, the square is provisionally determined as a random number
(step ST 73). It is judged whether or not an item has already been set in addition to the bomb on
the provisionally determined coordinates (step ST 75). If it is set, the process returns to step ST
73, and if not set, provisionally decided Place or set items in the coordinates (step ST 77). Next, it
is determined whether or not a predetermined number of quick-action items have been set (step
ST 79). If the predetermined number has not been reached, the process returns to step ST 71.If
the predetermined number has been reached, then the contents of the special item The type is
determined by a random number (step ST 81), and the coordinates to be set next, that is, the
squares are provisionally determined by a random number (step ST 83). It is judged whether or
not an item has already been set in addition to the bomb on the provisionally determined
coordinates (step ST 85). If it is set, the process returns to step ST 83 and if nothing is set, it
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provisionally decided Place items in the coordinates, that is, set (step ST 87). Next, it is judged
whether or not a predetermined number of special items are set (step ST 89). If it has not
reached the predetermined number, the process returns to step ST 81, and if it has reached the
predetermined number, it exits this flow. The immediate effective line item is an item for
advancing the game advantageously and is effective from the point of acquisition and is
displayed as a hollow star mark (not shown) in the square. Here, "advancing the game
advantageously” means that only a direction indication is performed with the cross button 6, that
is, a display mode in which whether or not a land mine is set prior to the movement of the play
character 44 is one movement It is allowed only for a predetermined number of times. On the
other hand, the special item is displayed with a star mark on the grid (see FIG. 3), which is
advantageously taken into consideration in the evaluation after clearing the game.

[0042]

FIG. 16 is a subroutine of "action process of play character” shown in step ST 3. First, it is judged
whether or not there is a key input (step ST 101). If there is no key input, this flow is passed
through as it is. If not, it is judged whether or not the key is the start button 9 (step ST 103). If it
is the start button 9, processing for starting or terminating the temporary stop is executed (step
ST 105). Otherwise, the key input is converted into the action of the play character 44 (step ST
107). Then, it is determined whether the key input is an instruction relating to the mark by the
second button 8 (step ST 109) and whether the key input is an instruction to move (step ST 113).
If it is an instruction relating to the mark, a process of setting (notation) of the X mark 43 or
canceling thereof is executed (step ST 111) in the square where the play character 44 is located,
and if it is an instruction concerning movement, movement of the play character 44 Processing is
executed (step ST 115).

[0043]

FIG. 17 is a subroutine of "start and end of temporary stop" shown in step ST 105. Firstly, it is
judged whether or not it is currently paused (step ST 121). If it is temporarily stopped, the
display screen is returned to the normal state in order to release it (step ST 123).If not, it is
judged to be a temporary stop instruction and a temporary stop screen is displayed (step ST
125), then The number of items acquired in the current game is displayed (step ST 127), and this
flow exits. As a result, it is possible to confirm the item acquisition status during the game.

[0044]
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FIG. 18 is a subroutine of "setting and releasing X mark" processing shown in step ST 111.
Firstly, what is in the direction of the play character 44 is checked (step ST 131).Then, it is
determined whether the examined item is the fence 40 (step ST133), whether the goal position
402 is present (step ST135), whether the passed squares have been passed, that is, whether the
passing flag has been set (step ST137) Whether it is a non-passing grid (step ST 139), it is judged
whether the marked grid, that is, the marked flag is set (step ST 143).

[0045]

When the result of the determination is the fence 40, if it is the goal position 402, if it is the past
squares, the flow exits this flow. On the other hand, if it is a normal square, the fingertip mark 47
is displayed (see FIG. 10), and the X mark 43 is written in the adjacent square in the direction in
which the play character 44 is facing (step ST 141). If it is a marked mark, the eraser mark 48 is
displayed (FIG. 11), and the x mark 43 written in the adjacent square in the direction in which
the play character 44 is facing is erased (step ST 145 ). With this X mark 43, the mark is
dangerous (with land mines) or a safe sign, and if it becomes unnecessary it can be deleted,
which is beneficial for the progress of the game.

[0046]

FIG. 19 is a subroutine of "movement of play character" shown in step ST 115. First, it is checked
what is in the direction of the play character 44 (step ST 151). Then, it is determined whether the
examined item is a fence 40 (step ST 153), whether it is a marked mark (step ST 155), whether it
is the goal position 402 (step ST 157), whether it is a past squares ( Step ST 161), it is judged
whether it is normal, that is, a non-passing grid (step ST 167).

[0047]

When the judgment result is the fence 40, if it is a marked squares, it is judged that it can not
move in that direction, and this flow exits. On the other hand, if it is the goal position 402, the
animation of the goal of the play character 44 is requested, and the effect display of the goal is
performed (step ST 159). If it is a passed square, the coordinates of the play character 44, that is,
the grid to be positioned is changed (step ST 163), and then the display of the play character 44
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(animation) is requested, that is, the play character is classified into the corresponding square
And displays it in the eyes (step ST 165). Further, in the case of a usual, that is, a non-passing
grid, a hole digging process, that is, a process of turning the grid image is performed (step ST
169).

[0048]

FIG. 20 is a subroutine of "hole digging process” shown in step ST 169. First, the coordinate
conversion of the play character 44, that is, the change of the squares is performed (step ST181).
Next, it is judged whether or not the moved squares are the squares in which landmines are set
(step ST183). If the landmine is set, an action of rocking and displaying the explosion animation
image 42 is requested (step ST 185). On the other hand, if it is not a square of a land mine, it is
judged whether or not the item 41 is a set cell (step ST187). If the item 41 is a set cell to which
an item 41 is set, an animation acquisition request is requested (Step ST189). Next, a message
image 45 indicating that the item 41 has been acquired is displayed (step ST191), and then it is
judged whether or not the item 41 is an immediate item (step ST193). If it is an immediate item,
the effect of the item is reflected (step ST 195). On the other hand, if it is not an immediate item,
the process directly proceeds to step ST 197. In step ST197, a movement animation (movement
operation) of the play character 44 is displayed (step ST197), then the display of the image of the
play character 44 is requested (step ST199), and this flow exits.

[0049]

As described above, in the present invention, the play character and the checkered field are
displayed on the monitor, the obstacle related to the game over is set to one or more of the
squares, and the play character is in the non-display state Advancing the first character by one
square while avoiding the obstacle and arriving at the goal position from the start position of the
field, wherein the play character is moved one square at a time in a direction corresponding to an
instruction from the operation member At the same time, if the number of the obstacles set in the
grid cells adjacent to the grid is displayed for the grid where the play character is positioned and
it is determined that the play character has arrived at the goal position, a game evaluation is
given Regarding the readable recording medium on which the course development process
program of the play character has been recorded, Scan eyes and identifiably display the specific
grid, in which the play character has to provide high game evaluation that arrive at the goal
position via the specific grid. By doing this, it is possible to provide a game with a high degree of
complexity and difficulty that makes it possible to pass through specific squares while avoiding
obstacles, and not to give a high evaluation unless the goal is to be made to the last.
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[0050]

Also, when preparing an image of a play character whose front faces in at least four directions
and displaying an image of one of the play characters in correspondence with the inside of the
squares, the image is moved according to the direction instruction from the operation member A
play character in which the front faces in the grid direction may be adopted. As a result, as the
image of the play character, one in which the front faces in the movement direction is adopted
and displayed, so that the player can easily confirm the moving direction with the player.

[0051]

In addition, the play character may be advanced to any one of eight adjacent squares in response
to an instruction from the operation member in front, back, left, right, and oblique directions. As

a result, the play character can move in eight directions including the other oblique directions of
the front, back, left, right, and right, so that a more complicated game can be provided.

[0052]

Alternatively, the display of the number of obstacles set may be continued until the end of the
game with respect to the square through which the play character has passed. According to this,
since the display of the number of obstacles is displayed until the end of the game, it is always
possible to check peripheral circumstances besides the surroundings of the play character at all
times, so that the instruction of the moving direction is more accurate .

[0053]

The number of the obstacles set in the section adjacent to the section of the square where the
play character is positioned may be displayed in a predetermined position on the monitor screen.
According to this, since the number of obstacles is displayed at a position different from that of
the play character, there is no problem such that the number of obstacles displayed on the
square can not be easily seen by the displayed play character .
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[0054]

In addition, the field image may be displayed in a size protruding from the monitor screen, and
the field image may be moved and displayed one by one in a direction opposite to the direction in
which the play character advances. According to this, the field image can be scrolled, and an
image of a field having a large shape can be displayed.

[0055]

In addition, when one specific square is displayed on the monitor screen, the position of each
specific square may be set so that the other specific grid is outside the monitor screen. According
to this, there is no possibility that two (ie plural) specific squares with items etc. set on the
monitor screen are simultaneously displayed.

[0056]

Also, the start position and the goal position may be provided on opposite sides of the field.
According to this configuration, since the start position and the goal position are provided on the
opposing sides of the field, it is easy for the player to recognize the direction in which the play
character should move.

[0057]

Further, the time until the game is ended may be set, and the remaining time may be displayed
on a part of the monitor screen. According to this configuration, the remaining time is displayed
on a part of the monitor screen, and the game is ended when the remaining time ends.

[0058]

Alternatively, a grid on which an obstacle is set may be set at random at each game start.
According to this configuration, the obstacle is set at random at each game start.
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[0059]

It should be noted that the present invention is not limited to the above-described embodiments,
and various modifications as described below can be adopted. (1) In the present embodiment,
although the game is over soon as the landmine, which is an example of an obstacle, is turned
over, the allowance may be set such that the landmine may be turned up to twice, for example .
Alternatively, if the landmine is turned over, the remaining time may be reduced by a
predetermined time, etc. In short, it may be a content related to the game over. (2) In the present
embodiment, the game evaluation is set to be higher as it passes through the squares of items,
but passing through the squares of the items may be used as a condition for clearing the game. In
addition, when a plurality of items are set, it is possible to make the game evaluation different
depending on the number of items to be acquired, thereby increasing the interestingness. (3) In
the present embodiment, it is described as a checker-like field, but in brief, it includes an aspect
in which grid squares are set so as to be movable in at least a plurality of directions, for example,
four directions, and the shape of the grid is not particularly limited. (4) In the present
embodiment, a star shaped mark is attached to the setting square of the item, but other marks
may be used as long as it is distinguishable from the squares not set with the item or is easy, The
difference may be used.

[0060]

According to Claims 1 and 12, while sequentially designating the next grid section, the play
character is moved from the start position to the goal position one by one, while avoiding
obstacles Then, it becomes a complex brain game that the evaluation can not be obtained unless
it makes it to the last, and it is possible to provide a game with high interesting game
characteristics.

[0061]

According to the second and thirteenth aspects, it is necessary to pass a specific square via, while
avoiding obstacles so as to make it a goal, resulting in a more complex and complicated brain
game, which has interesting game characteristics Can be provided.

[0062]
According to claim 3, since different images are adopted according to the moving direction of the
play character, the moving direction can be easily confirmed.
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[0063]
According to the fourth aspect, it is possible to provide a more complicated game by allowing the
play character to move in the front-rear, right-and-left, and diagonal directions.

[0064]

According to claim 5, display of the number of obstacles set up is displayed until the end of the
game, so that it is always possible to check peripheral circumstances besides the immediate
surroundings of the play character, designation of the moving direction Can be made more
accurate.

[0065]
According to claim 6, it is possible to solve the problem that the number of obstacles displayed
on the square can not be easily seen by the displayed play character.

[0066]

According to the seventh aspect, since the field image is made scrollable, it is possible to display
an image of a field having a large shape, and the content of each square can be sufficiently
recognized even when the monitor is small.

[0067]

According to claim 8, since two specific squares in which items and the like are set are not
simultaneously displayed on the monitor screen, it is possible to provide an interesting game in
terms of searching for another specific square.

[0068]
According to the ninth aspect, since the start position and the goal position are provided on the
opposite sides of the field, recognition of the direction to be advanced is facilitated.

[0069]
According to claim 10, since the remaining time is displayed on a part of the monitor screen, the
player can enjoy the game in a competition with the remaining time.

[0070]
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According to the eleventh aspect, since the squares on which obstacles are set are set randomly
at each game start, they do not get bored.

[0071]
Brief Description of the Drawings

[0072]

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS FIG. 1 is a diagram for explaining a configuration of a
video game apparatus according to an embodiment of the present invention, in which (a) is a
plan view thereof and (b) is a side view thereof.

[0073]
FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing an example of a control configuration of the video game
apparatus shown in FIG. 1.

[0074]
FIG. 3 is a view showing a game screen displayed on a monitor.

[0075]

FIG. 4 is a view showing a game screen displayed on a monitor.

[0076]

FIG. 5 is a view showing a game screen displayed on a monitor.

[0077]
FIG. 6 is a diagram showing a game screen displayed on a monitor.

[0078]
FIG. 7 is a view showing a game screen displayed on a monitor.

[0079]

FIG. 8 is a view showing a game screen displayed on a monitor.
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[0080]

FIG. 9 shows a game screen displayed on a monitor.

[0081]

FIG. 10 is a view showing a game screen displayed on a monitor.

[0082]
FIG. 11 is a view showing a game screen displayed on a monitor.

[0083]

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing a main flowchart for explaining the game operation.

[0084]

FIG. 13 is a subroutine showing "generation of a field" processing.

[0085]

FIG. 14 is a subroutine showing "set landmine" processing.

[0086]
FIG. 15 is a subroutine showing a "set item" process.

[0087]
FIG. 16 is a subroutine of "action process of play character”.

[0088]

FIG. 17 is a subroutine of "start and end of temporary stop".

[0089]

FIG. 18 is a subroutine of "setting and releasing X mark™ processing.
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[0090]

FIG. 19 is a subroutine of "movement of play character” processing.

[0091]
FIG. 20 is a subroutine of "hole digging process”.

[0092]
Explanation of sign

[0093]

1 Operating unit 5 Video player 4 Operating unit 5 Monitor 6 Cross button (operating member)
7 First button (operating member) 8 Second button (operating member) 9 Start button (operating
member) 10 Select button (operating member) 14 ROM cassette 141 ROM 142 RAM 20 control
unit 21 CPU 25 field creating means 251 land mine setting means 252 land mine number
control means 253 item setting means 26 game image forming means 27 time management
means 271 timer 28 input signal judging means 29 play character movement processing means
30 mine processing means 31 item Acquisition processing means 32 pause processing means 33
mark processing means 34 hole digging processing means 35 goal judging means 36 evaluation
means 37 stage management means 401 start position 402 goal position 44 play character 46
small screen
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CLAIMS JP2003260266

1.

A game system for displaying a predetermined operation target and a predetermined acquisition
target as a part of a game image and for playing a game in which a player operates the operation
target to acquire the acquisition target, the game system A storage means for storing barycentric
position data indicating a barycentric position of the manipulation target based on the operation
information of the manipulation target by the player and the barycentric position data, a
predetermined position of the manipulation target and a barycentric position of the object to be
acquired are At least one of a color, a transparency, a pattern, and a shape in the vicinity of a
position of the center of gravity of the acquisition target such that the position of the center of
gravity can be known based on the barycentric position data, Generates game information for
displaying a game image different from the portion to be acquired that is not in the vicinity of the
center of gravity position, and acquires the acquisition target Providing means having
information generating means for generating game information for displaying a game image for
providing the object to be acquired to the player when it is determined that the distance is within
a possible distance range; Wherein the center of gravity position is set at a position different
from a center position of the acquisition target.

2.

The information processing apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising an updating unit
that updates the barycentric position data, wherein the judging unit judges that the
predetermined position of the operation target and the position of the center of gravity of the
acquisition target are within a distance range in which the acquisition target can be tried
Determines whether or not the predetermined position of the operation target and the position of
the center of gravity of the acquisition target are in the positional relationship that is not within
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the distance range in which the acquisition target can be acquired and the information
generation unit , Generates game information for displaying a game image indicating an
acquisition trial operation of the acquisition subject by the operation target, and the updating
unit updates the position of the operation target, the position of the center of gravity of the
acquisition target And when it is determined that the positional relationship is present, updates
the barycentric position of the object of acquisition in the barycentric position data.

3.

The information processing apparatus according to claim 2, further comprising: an operation unit
that outputs the operation information; a terminal device that displays the game image and that
functions as a part of the providing unit and that executes the game; The information including
the data and the game program for executing the game and causing the terminal device to
function as the storage unit, the update unit, the determination unit, and the information
generation unit An information provision device having transmitting and receiving means for
transmitting the provided information of the game to the terminal device and functioning as a
part of the providing means, and the terminal device performs the game based on the provided
information from the information providing device And executes the game.

4.

3. The game system according to claim 2, wherein the game system is formed as a game device
including an operation unit that outputs the operation information, the storage unit, the update
unit, the determination unit, and the providing unit .

5.

The information processing apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the image
indicating the operation object is an image of a hose, the image indicating the acquisition target
is an image of a spherical capsule, Wherein said hose image generation means generates game
information for displaying an image indicating a trial operation of sucking in said hose at the
time of stopping movement while moving the image of said hose when it is information
indicating a movement instruction of said hose.

6.

The judging means judges that the center position of the hose and the position of the center of
gravity of the capsule are within a distance range in which the capsule can be tried to be
acquired when the movement of the image of the hose is stopped, The information generating
means determines whether the center position of the hose and the center of gravity position of
the capsule are within a distance range in which the capsule can be tried to be acquired Is
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determined to be in a positional relationship that is not within the distance range in which the
capsule can be acquired, generating game information for displaying the hose intake trial
operation and an image indicating the shaking motion of the capsule .

7.

7.The game device according to claim 2, wherein the judging means judges whether an event of
occurrence of a change request operation by the player, an event in which the player succeeds in
successively acquiring the acquisition target plural times, And determines whether or not a
change event corresponding to any of the acquisition failed events has occurred, and in the case
where the change event occurs, the update unit acquires acquisition target data indicating the
acquisition target and a game space to be acquired Wherein the information generation unit
updates at least one of the acquisition target data and the arrangement data indicating the
arrangement in the game space based on at least one of the acquisition target data and the
arrangement data, To generate a game information for displaying a game image to be changed

8.

A game system for displaying a predetermined operation target and a predetermined acquisition
target as a part of a game image and for playing a game in which a player operates the operation
target to acquire the acquisition target, the game system A storage means for storing barycentric
position data indicating a barycentric position of the manipulation target based on the operation
information of the manipulation target by the player and the barycentric position data, a
predetermined position of the manipulation target and a barycentric position of the object to be
acquired are Providing means for providing the player with the object to be acquired when it is
determined that the object is within a distance range in which the object can be acquired by the
determining means; An update unit configured to update the center-of-gravity position data; and
a determination unit configured to determine whether or not the predetermined position of the
operation target and the position of the center of gravity of the acquisition target are an
acquisition trial In a case where it is determined that the positional relationship is within a
distance range that is not within the distance range in which the acquisition target can be
acquired, in order to set the position of the center of gravity of the acquisition target at a position
different from the original position , And updates the center of gravity position of the acquisition
subject in the barycentric position data.

9.

A game for displaying a predetermined operation target and a predetermined acquisition target
as a part of a game image, the game being executed by a computer for a game system for playing
a game in which a player operates the operation target to acquire the acquisition target A
program which is a possible program and causes a computer to function as: storage means for

05-07-2018 3

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 76



storing centroid position data indicating the position of the center of gravity of the acquisition
subject; operation information on the operation subject by the player; and the center of gravity
position data, A determination unit configured to determine whether or not a predetermined
position and a position of a center of gravity of the acquisition target are within a predetermined
distance range based on the position of the center of gravity based on the center of gravity
position data; At least one of color, transparency, pattern, and shape is a game image different
from the portion to be acquired which is not near the center of gravity position Generates game
information for display, and when it is determined that the acquisition target is within the
distance range that can be acquired, generates game information for displaying a game image to
provide the acquisition target to the player Wherein the center of gravity position is set at a
position different from the center position of the acquisition target in the center of gravity
position data.

10.

10. The method according to claim 9, further comprising the step of causing the computer to
function as an updating means for updating the barycentric position data, wherein the judging
means judges whether or not the predetermined position of the operation target and the position
of the center of gravity of the acquisition target satisfy the distance It is determined whether or
not the predetermined position of the operation target and the position of the center of gravity of
the acquisition target are within the range but not within the distance range in which the
acquisition target can be acquired, And generates game information for displaying a game image
indicating an acquisition trial operation of the acquisition target by the operation target when it
is determined that the operation target is in the positional relation, and the updating unit updates
the predetermined position of the operation target and the acquisition target And the position of
the center of gravity of the acquisition subject in the barycentric position data is updated when it
is determined that the position of the center of gravity of the object Gram.

11.

11. The information processing apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the image indicating the
operation target is an image of a hose, the image indicating the acquisition target is an image of a
spherical capsule, Is information indicating a movement instruction of the hose, generates game
information for moving the image of the hose and displaying an image showing the trial
operation of suctioning the hose at the time of stopping the movement.

12.

12. The capsule medical device according to claim 11, wherein, when the movement of the image
of the hose is stopped, the center position of the hose and the center of gravity position of the
capsule are within a distance range in which the capsule can be tried to be acquired, , The
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information generating means determines whether or not the center position of the hose and the
center of gravity position of the capsule are within a distance range in which the capsule can be
tried to be acquired However, if it is determined that the capsule is in a positional relationship
that is not within the distance range in which the capsule can be acquired, game information for
displaying the hose intake trial operation and the image showing the shaking motion of the
capsule is generated .

13.

15. An information processing apparatus according to claim 9, wherein said judging means
judges whether an event of occurrence of a change request operation by a player, an eventin
which a player successively succeeded in acquiring an acquisition target a plurality of times
consecutively, Whether or not a change event corresponding to any one of the events failed to be
acquired is determined to have occurred, and in a case where the change event occurs, the
update means updates the acquisition target data indicating the acquisition target and the
acquisition target game Wherein the information generating means updates at least one of the
arrangement data indicating the layout in the space and the arrangement data indicating the
arrangement in the space, and the information generating means updates, based on at least one
of the acquisition target data and the arrangement data, A program characterized by generating
game information for displaying a game image for changing one .

14.

A game for displaying a predetermined operation target and a predetermined acquisition target
as a part of a game image, the game being executed by a computer for a game system for playing
a game in which a player operates the operation target to acquire the acquisition target A
computer-readable program, comprising: storage means for storing centroid position data
indicating a position of a center of gravity of an acquisition target; operation information on the
operation subject by a player; and the center of gravity position data, A determination unit that
determines whether or not the predetermined position of the object to be acquired and the
position of the center of gravity of the acquisition target are within a predetermined distance
range when the determination unit determines that the object to be acquired is within a
predetermined distance range; Providing means for providing an acquisition target to a player;
and updating means for updating the barycentric position data, wherein the updating means If it
is determined that the predetermined position of the operation target and the position of the
center of gravity of the acquisition target are within the distance range in which the acquisition
target can be tried to acquire but are in a positional relationship that is not within the distance
range in which the acquisition target can be acquired And updating the center of gravity position
of the acquisition subject in the barycentric position data in order to set the center of gravity
position of the acquisition target to a position different from the original position in the case
where the determination is made.
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15.
An information storage medium storing a program readable by a computer, the information
storage medium storing the program according to any one of claims 9 to 14.
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DESCRIPTION JP2003260266

[0001]

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 1. Field of the Invention The present invention relates to a
game for displaying a predetermined operation target and a predetermined acquisition target as
a part of a game image, in which a player operates a control target to acquire an acquisition
target A program, and an information storage medium.

[0002]

BACKGROUND ART As a game for displaying a predetermined operation object and a
predetermined acquisition target as a part of an image and a player operates an operation target
to acquire an acquisition target For example, there is a so-called crane game.

[0003]

The interestingness of a crane game is that when a player operates a crane to be operated to
acquire a prize to be acquired, by giving the player a feeling that the prize can be removed from
the crane and can not be removed, the player Is able to give a higher satisfaction to the player
when the prize can be acquired.

[0004]

As a method of realizing such a crane game using a game image, there is a method described in,
for example, J P-A-2001-327749.

05-07-2018 1

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 80



In this method, the character is replaced by a representative indicator which is a projected point
on the two-dimensional plane, and as shown in FIGS. 10 (A) and 10 (B) of that publication, the
center position of the representative display body, It is determined whether or not a character
can be acquired according to the positional relationship with the center position of the operation
display body.

[0005]

However, with such a method, it is impossible for a player to feel the interestingness of a crane
game that is arranged at a so-called game center or the like.

Because characters are inclined or overlapped in a general crane game, it is not possible to
acquire a character just because the center position of the grip portion of the crane and the
center position of the character coincide.

[0006]

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION The present invention has been made in view of the above
problems, and an object thereof is to provide a game for displaying a predetermined operation
target and a predetermined acquisition target as a part of an image, in which a player operates
an operation target to acquire A program and an information storage medium capable of giving a
player a sense that it is unlikely that an object to be acquired can be taken when executing a
game for acquiring a target.

[0007]

In order to solve the above-mentioned problems, a game system according to the present
invention is a game for displaying a predetermined operation target and a predetermined
acquisition target as a part of a game image, A game system for playing a game in which an
object to be operated is manipulated to acquire the object to be acquired, the game system
comprising: storage means for storing centroid position data indicating the position of the center
of gravity of the object to be acquired; operation information of the operation subject by the
player; A determination unit configured to determine whether or not the predetermined position
of the operation target and the position of the center of gravity of the acquisition target are
within a predetermined distance range based on the position of the center of gravity and the
position of the center of gravity based on the barycentric position data, At least one of the color,
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transparency, pattern, and shape in the vicinity of the center of gravity position of the acquisition
target is a part of the acquisition target not near the center of gravity position Generates game
information for displaying different game images and displays a game image for providing the
acquisition target to the player when it is determined that the acquisition target is within the
obtainable distance range Wherein the center of gravity position of the center of gravity position
data is set to a position different from a center position of the acquisition target in the center of
gravity position data.

[0008]

Further, a game system according to the present invention is a game for displaying a
predetermined operation target and a predetermined acquisition target as a part of a game
image, the game in which a player operates the operation target to acquire the acquisition target
A storage unit that stores barycentric position data indicating a barycentric position of the
acquisition target in the gaming system that is to be operated, a storage unit that stores
barycentric position data indicating the position of the center of gravity of the acquisition target,
A determination unit configured to determine whether or not the position of the center of gravity
of the acquisition target is within a predetermined distance range; and a determination unit
configured to determine whether or not the acquisition target is within the distance range that
can be acquired by the determination unit, And update means for updating the center-of-gravity
position data, wherein the updating means acquires a predetermined position of the operation
object and a position When it is determined that the position of the center of gravity of the target
is within the distance range in which the acquisition target can be tried to acquire but is not
within the distance range in which the acquisition target can be acquired, the center of gravity
position The position of the center of gravity of the acquisition target in the barycentric position
data is updated in order to set the position of the center of gravity of the object as a position
different from the original position.

[0009]

A program according to the present invention is a game for displaying a predetermined operation
target and a predetermined acquisition target as a part of a game image, and a game in which a
player operates the operation target to acquire the acquisition target is performed A computer
readable program for a game system for a game system, comprising: storage means for storing
centroid position data indicating a position of a center of gravity of the object to be acquired;
operation information on the operation subject by a player; Determination means for determining
whether or not the predetermined position of the operation target and the position of the center
of gravity of the acquisition target are within a predetermined distance range based on the center
of gravity position data, , At least one of color, transparency, pattern, and shape in the vicinity of
the center of gravity position of the acquisition target is not near the center of gravity position
Generating game information for displaying a game image different from the target portion and

05-07-2018 3

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 82



when it is determined that the acquisition target is within the distance range that can be
acquired, acquiring a game image , Wherein the center of gravity position in the center of gravity
position data is set to a position different from the center position of the acquisition target in the
center of gravity position data .

[0010]

A program according to the present invention is a game for displaying a predetermined operation
target and a predetermined acquisition target as a part of a game image, and a game in which a
player operates the operation target to acquire the acquisition target is performed A computer
readable program for a game system for a game system, comprising: storage means for storing
centroid position data indicating a position of a center of gravity of the object to be acquired;
operation information on the operation subject by a player; Determining means for determining
whether or not the predetermined position of the operation target and the position of the center
of gravity of the acquisition target are within a predetermined distance range on the basis of the
distance between the operation target and the data; Providing means for providing the object to
be acquired to the player when it is determined that the object is present, an update means for
updating the barycentric position data The updating means causes the predetermined position of
the operation target and the center of gravity position of the acquisition target to be within a
distance range in which the acquisition target can be tried to acquire but within the distance
range in which the acquisition target can be acquired , The center of gravity position of the
acquisition target in the barycentric position data is updated so as to set the position of the
center of gravity of the acquisition target at a position different from the original position when it
is determined that the position is not the position .

[0011]
An information storage medium according to the present invention is an information storage
medium that stores a computer readable program, and stores the program.

[0012]

According to the present invention, it is possible to give the player a feeling that it is impossible
to take an acquisition target by determining whether or not acquisition is possible based on the
position of the center of gravity of the acquisition target.

[0013]

That is, since the center of gravity position may be at a position different from the center
position, even when the player performs an operation in which the center position of the
operation target coincides with the center position of the acquisition target, even if the
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acquisition target is the operation target By giving the player a feeling that the player can spill
from falling and can not take it, it is possible to give a higher satisfaction when the player can
acquire the acquisition target.

[0014]

As the operation target, for example, an image imitating a hose, a crane, or the like is applicable.

Further, as the acquisition target, for example, an image imitating a capsule, a box, a character, or
the like corresponds.

Further, the image imitating the capsule etc. is a prize (also called a prize).

), And the providing means may provide the prize to the player when the player has acquired the
capsule or the like.

[0015]

Further, according to the present invention, the game system or the like makes it possible to
visually grasp the position of the center of gravity by making the color or the like in the vicinity
of the position of the center of gravity different from other parts so that the position of the
center of gravity can be recognized, It becomes easier to acquire acquisition targets.

[0016]

As such a game image, for example, in a case where the acquisition target is an image imitating a
capsule, a portion near the center of gravity position is translucent and a portion of the
acquisition target which is not near the center of gravity position is transparent, A game image
which is opague in the vicinity of the position of the center of gravity and in which the part to be
acquired which is not near the position of the center of gravity is transparent or semitransparent,
etc.

[0017]
Further, according to the present invention, the game system or the like judges whether or not
the predetermined position of the operation target and the center of gravity position of the

05-07-2018 5

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 84



acquisition target are within a predetermined distance range, and based on the judgment, the
center of gravity position is the original position , It is possible to acquire the acquisition target
before updating and to make it impossible to acquire the acquisition target after updating, even
with the same operation, by updating the center of gravity position data so as to be different
from the center position data.

[0018]
As a result, a more complicated operation is required, so that the satisfaction of the player
acquiring the acquisition target can be further enhanced.

[0019]

In addition, the game system may include an updating unit that updates the center-of-gravity
position data, and the determining unit may determine that the predetermined position of the
operation target and the center of gravity position of the acquisition target are within a distance
range , It is determined whether or not the positional relationship is not within the distance range
in which the acquisition target can be acquired, and the information generating unit determines
whether or not the predetermined position of the operation target and the position of the center
of gravity of the acquisition target satisfy the positional relationship , Generates game
information for displaying a game image showing an acquisition trial operation of the acquisition
target by the operation target, and the updating unit updates the predetermined position of the
operation target and the center of gravity of the acquisition target The position of the center of
gravity of the object to be acquired in the center of gravity position data may be updated.

[0020]

In addition, the program and the information storage medium cause the computer to function as
update means for updating the barycentric position data, and the judgment means judges
whether or not the predetermined position of the operation target and the position of the center
of gravity of the acquisition target are Whether or not it is within a distance range that can be
tried to acquire but is not within a distance range in which the acquisition target can be acquired,
and the information generating unit determines whether or not the predetermined position of the
operation target and the center of gravity A game image for displaying a game image indicating
an acquisition trial operation of the object to be acquired by the operation target, wherein the
updating unit updates the operation target When it is determined that the predetermined
position and the position of the center of gravity of the acquisition target are in the positional
relationship, the center of gravity position of the acquisition target in the barycentric position
data may be updated.
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[0021]

According to this, the game system or the like can make different presentations according to the
three cases of acquisition possible, acquisition trial possible, and acquisition impossible, and it is
possible to entertain the player more.

[0022]

Further, according to this, since it is possible for the game system or the like to change the
position of the center of gravity of the acquisition target when it is determined thatitisin a
positional relationship allowing acquisition trials, a more complicated operation is required for
the player So that the satisfaction feeling when the player acquires the acquisition target can be
further enhanced.

[0023]

That is, conventionally, even when the player performs an operation that can be acquired a little
more, the center position of the acquisition target has not been changed, so if the player finely
adjusts the operation, the acquisition target can be acquired Therefore, the operation became
simple and the player was bored with the game easily.

[0024]

On the other hand, according to the present invention, the game system, etc., when the player
performs operations that can be acquired a little more, by changing the position of the center of
gravity of the acquisition target, by merely finely adjusting the operation by the player, Can not
be acquired, the operation becomes complicated, the player is hard to get bored with the game,
and the player can be made to continuously play the game.

[0025]

Further, the game system may include: an operation unit that outputs the operation information;
and a terminal device that has the game display unit and has an image display unit that displays
a game image and functions as a part of the providing unit, A storage unit that stores information
on a position of a center of gravity of the game and a game program for executing the game and
that functions as the storage unit, the update unit, the determination unit, and the information
generation unit And an information providing apparatus having transmitting and receiving
means for transmitting the providing information to the terminal apparatus and functioning as a
part of the providing section, wherein the terminal apparatus comprises:, The game may be
executed.
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[0026]
According to this, it is possible to execute a game with a so-called client server type game system.

[0027]

Further, the game system may be formed as a game device including an operation unit that
outputs the operation information, the storage unit, the update unit, the determination unit, and
the providing unit.

[0028]

According to this, it is possible to execute a game with a so-called stand-alone type game system.

[0029]

Further, in the game system, the program and the information storage medium, the image
indicating the operation target is an image of a hose, the image indicating the acquisition target
is an image of a spherical capsule, the information generation unit, And when the operation
information is information indicating a movement instruction of the hose, the game information
generating unit may generate game information for moving the image of the hose and displaying
an image indicating the trial operation of sucking in the hose at the time of movement stoppage .

[0030]
According to this, the game system or the like can perform the presentation of the game not in
the past by using the image of the hose and the image of the capsule.

[0031]

Further, in the game system, the program, and the information storage medium, the
determination means may determine that the center position of the hose and the position of the
center of gravity of the capsule are different from each other The information generating means
determines whether or not the center position of the hose and the position of the center of
gravity of the capsule are within a distance range which is within the distance range but not
within the distance range in which the capsule can be acquired, Is within a distance range that
can be tried to be acquired but is in a positional relationship that is not within the distance range
in which the capsule can be acquired, an image indicating the trial operation of suction of the
hose and an action indicating that the capsule sways And generate game information for display.
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[0032]
According to this, the game system or the like can perform a conventionally unexpected game of
shaking the capsule against the hose suctioning trial operation.

[0033]

Also, in the game system, the program and the information storage medium, the determination
means may include an occurrence event of a change request operation by the player, an event in
which the player succeeds in successively acquiring the acquisition target, To determine whether
or not a change event corresponding to any one of the events failed to acquire the acquisition
target has occurred, and in the case where the change event occurs, the update means updates
the acquisition object data indicating the acquisition target and the acquisition object data The
layout data updating unit updates at least one of the arrangement data indicating the layout in
the game space to be acquired and the arrangement data indicating the arrangement in the game
space as the acquisition target and the information generating unit updates the layout data in the
game space of the acquisition target and the acquisition target Game information for displaying a
game image for changing at least one of the arrangement of Generation may be.

[0034]
According to this, one or both of the acquisition target and the arrangement within the game
space of the acquisition target can be changed.

[0035]
As a result, the player is less likely to get bored with the game and can continuously play the
game.

[0036]

Examples of the change event include, for example, occurrence of a change request operation by
a player, a case where the player has succeeded or failed to acquire an acquisition target a
predetermined number of times (two or more times in a row), and the like, and the like.

[0037]

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS Hereinafter, the present invention
will be described with reference to the drawings, taking as an example a case where the present
invention is applied to a game system using a server and a mobile phone.
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It should be noted that the following embodiments do not limit the contents of the invention
described in the claims at all.

In addition, all of the configurations described in the following embodiments are not necessarily
indispensable as means for solving the invention described in the claims.

[0038]
(Explanation of Overall Game System) FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a game system according
to an example of the present embodiment.

[0039]

The game system of this embodiment displays images of hoses to be operated and images of a
plurality of capsules to be acquired as a part of a game image to be displayed on the liquid
crystal screen of the mobile phone 200, A cellular phone 200 which is a kind of a terminal device
for executing a game for operating capsule by manipulating a hose using a key of a cellular
phone 200 and a type of information providing device for providing the provided information for
the mobile phone 200 to execute the game And a server 100 which is a server.

[0040]

In addition, the server 100 and the cellular phone 200 are connected via a network 300.

[0041]

In the game of this embodiment, a total of 25 capsules of 4 x 4 =16 capsules in the first row
and 3 x 3 =9 in the second row are placed in the X direction (right direction) and Z And moves
the capsule in the direction (depth direction) so that the capsule is acquired when the positional
relationship between the center position of the hose and the position of the center of gravity of
the capsule substantially overlaps.

[0042]
Next, an example of a game image displayed on the screen of the mobile phone 200 will be
described with reference to FIG. 2.
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[0043]

2 (A) is a diagram showing an example of a game image when moving in the X direction and FIG.
2 (B) is a diagram showing an example of a game image when moving in the Z direction FIG. 2 (C)
is a diagram showing an example of a game image at the time of capsule acquisition.

[0044]
In the initial state, the two-stage capsule 10 is arranged, and the player acquires from the capsule
10 on the upper stage.

[0045]

First, as shown in FIG. 2 (A), the player moves the hose 20 to the right by operating the key of
the mobile phone 200, and in the X direction, the center position of the hose 20 coincides with
the center of gravity position of the capsule 10 I will do.

[0046]

After completing the movement in the right direction, the player operates the key of the mobile
phone 200 to move the hose 20 backward, as shown in FIG. 2 (B), and in the Z direction, the
center position of the hose 20, And the position of the center of gravity of the capsule 10 are
made to coincide.

[0047]

When the center position of the hose 20 and the position of the center of gravity of the capsule
10-21 are substantially overlapped in this manner, the hose 20 descends toward the capsule 10-
21, and as shown in FIG 2C, The capsule 10 - 21 is inhaled.

[00438]

As described above, in the present embodiment, by using the position of the center of gravity, it
is possible to give the player a feeling that it can not be removed because it can not be achieved
by a crane game using a conventional image.

[0049]
This point will be described below.

[0050]
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3 (A) is a schematic diagram showing a center position 44 of a conventional cursor 41, and FIG. 3
(B) is a schematic diagram showing a center position 54 of a conventional projection point 51.
FIG.

Further, FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing the center of gravity position 64 of the capsule
10 according to an example of the present embodiment.

[0051]

Conventionally, the center position 44 of the cursor 41 (corresponding to the hose 20)
surrounded by the outer peripheral portion 45 is composed of the center position 54, the
intermediate region 55 around the center position 54, and the peripheral region 56 around the
intermediate region 55 (Corresponding to the capsule 10) can be acquired depending on whether
or not the character position matches the center position 54 of the projection point 51.

[0052]
However, since this method does not consider the center of gravity of the actual character, the
player can not feel the sense that it is impossible to acquire the character.

[0053]

In view of this, in the present embodiment, as shown in FIG. 4, the center of gravity position 64 is
set at a position different from the center position 54 of the capsule 10 according to the game
situation, and the intermediate area 65 is surrounded by the center position 64 , And an outer
peripheral region 66 is provided so as to surround the intermediate region 65.

[0054]

By setting the center of gravity position 64 at a position different from the center position 54
and making a judgment based on the center position of the hose 20 and the center of gravity
position 64 of the capsule 10 in this way, It makes it possible to feel it.

[0055]
(Explanation of Function Block) Next, functional blocks of the mobile phone 200 for realizing the
above-described functions will be described.
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[0056]
FIG. 5 is a diagram showing functional blocks of the mobile phone 200 according to an example
of the present embodiment.

[0057]

The mobile phone 200 includes a transmission / reception unit 290 for exchanging information
with the server 100, a processing unit 210 for generating delivery request information, a storage
unit 220, an operation unit 230, an image display unit 260, an audio output unit 262 As shown
in FIG.

[0058]
The image display unit 260 and the sound output unit 262 function as a part of the providing
unit.

[0059]

The processing unit 210 includes an information generating unit 212 for generating distribution
request information and game information, a determination unit 214 for determining the
positional relationship between the hose 20 and the capsule 10, and the like, generation of data
in the storage unit 220 And an updating unit 216 for performing updating.

[0060]
In addition, the storage unit 220 stores at least the prize set data 222, the capsule arrangement
data 224, the capsule acquisition data 226, and the game program 228.

[0061]
Here, the prize set data 222 will be described.

[0062]
FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing the data structure of the prize set data 222 according to
an example of the present embodiment.

[0063]

The prize set data 222 is one type of data to be acquired indicating the acquisition target and
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includes the capsule 10 displayed in the game image displayed by the image display unit 260
and the attributes of prizes (prizes) in the capsule 10 etc. .

[0064]

Examples of the prize set data 222 include "prize ID" for identifying the prize, "prize capsule ID"
for identifying the capsule 10 in which the prize is included, and an icon indicating the prize
"Prize icon ID", a "prize name character string" which is a character string representing the name
of the prize to be downloaded when the capsule 10 is acquired, "prize point” indicating the point
given to the player when acquiring the capsule 10 , "Difficulty level” indicating the degree of
difficulty of acquiring the capsule 10 in five stages "A" to "E", etc.

[0065]

"Difficulty level” "E" indicates that it is the most difficult to acquire, judgment of conformity
between the center position of the hose 20 and the position of the center of gravity of the
capsule 10 is the most severe, "difficulty” "A" is most acquired Is easy and the above judgment is
the sweetest.

[0066]
Next, the capsule arrangement data 224 will be described.

[0067]
FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing the data structure of the capsule arrangement data 224
according to an example of the present embodiment.

[0068]

The capsule arrangement data 224 is one type of arrangement data indicating the arrangement
in the acquisition target game space and is data indicating the arrangement of the capsules 10
displayed in the game image displayed by the image display unit 260.

As described above, a total of 25 capsules 10, ie, 16 capsules in the lower stage and 9 items in
the top stage are arranged at the maximum.
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[0069]

For example, "arrangement position”, "prize capsule ID", "center of gravity" indicating the position
of the center of gravity of the capsule 10, and the like correspond to the items of the capsule
arrangement data 224.

[0070]

"Arrangement position" is indicated by numerical values O O from " " to "25".

For example, "1" is the capsule 10 at the leftmost back of the lower row, "16" is the capsule 10 at
the bottom rightmost, "17" is the capsule 10 at the leftmost back of the upper row, "25" Is the
capsule 10 at the top of the right most right hand.

[0071]

"Center of gravity" is indicated by numerical values O O from "0" to "5".

When "center of gravity" is "0", it indicates that the capsule 10 does not consider the center of
gravity.

In addition, when the "center of gravity" is "1", the center of gravity is at the leftmost position,
when the "center of gravity" is "2", the center of gravity is at the second left position and when
the "center of gravity" is "3" When the center of gravity is at the center position, "center of
gravity" is "4", the center of gravity is the second most right position and "center of gravity" is
"5" the center of gravity is at the rightmost position.

[0072]

In this manner, the capsule arrangement data 224 is configured so that the center of gravity
position of the capsule 10 can be set at a position different from the center position of the
capsule 10.

[0073]

05-07-2018 15

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 94



It is to be noted that the capsule acquisition data 226 indicates data indicating which capsule 10
of the capsule 10 displayed by the image display unit 260 of the mobile phone 200 has been
acquired and the date and time when the total capsule 10 replacement was finally performed
Data.

By referring to the data indicating the date and time, it is possible to impose a restriction such
that total replacement can be performed only once a day.

[0074]
The game program 228 is a program for executing a game used when the information generating
unit 212 generates game information.

[0075]

Furthermore, an information storage medium 280 is connected to the mobile phone 200, and the
mobile phone 200 is formed so as to be able to realize functions of the determination unit 214
etc. by reading a program from the information storage medium 280.

In addition, the mobile phone 200 can also realize functions of the determination unit 214 and
the like by reading a program transmitted from a host device or the like via a network.

[0076]
Next, functional blocks of the server 100 for realizing the above-described functions will be
described.

[0077]
FIG. 8 is a diagram showing functional blocks of the server 100 according to an example of the
present embodiment.

[0078]

The server 100 includes a transmission / reception unit 190 that functions as a part of a
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providing unit that receives distribution request information and the like from the mobile phone
200 via the network 300 and transmits provided information including the game program 228
to the mobile phone 200, A storage unit 120, and a processing unit 110.

[0079]
In addition to the distribution request information, the transmission / reception unit 190 receives
game result information indicating the game result on the mobile phone 200.

[0080]

In addition, the processing unit 110 includes an information generating unit 112 that generates
provision information and the like to be transmitted to the cellular phone 200, a determination
unit 114 that determines a game result or the like based on the game result information, and
data And an updating unit 116 for updating.

[0081]

As the game program 228, specifically, for example, software components programmed in the
JAVA (registered trademark) language, the C language, or the like can be applied.

Here, JAVA (registered trademark) is a trademark of Sun Microsystems, Inc. in the United States.

[0082]

The storage unit 120 also stores user data 122 for managing information on a plurality of
players, prize data 124 including information on prizes (prize), capsule data 126 including
information on the capsule 10, and game program 228 And a game program 128 including these
programs.

[0083]

It is to be noted that the information storage medium 180 is connected to the server 100, and it
is also possible to realize the function thereof by reading a program from the information storage
medium 180.

[0084]

05-07-2018 17

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 96



In addition, the server 100 can read the program from a predetermined host terminal or the like
via the network 300, for example, not from the information storage medium 180 to realize the
above-described various functions.

[0085]
Here, the hardware configuration of each part of the server 100 and the mobile phone 200 will
be described.

[0086]

For example, a CPU or the like is used as the processing units 110 and 210, for example, RAM as
the storage units 120 and 220, a router as the transmission / reception unit 190, a packet
communication module, a Bluetooth module as the transmission / reception unit 290, For
example, a key or the like.

[0087]
Further, the image display unit 260 can be realized by using, for example, a liquid crystal panel,
and the sound output unit 262 can be realized by using, for example, a speaker or the like.

[0088]

As the information storage media 180 and 280, for example, a storage medium using a laser,
magnetism or the like such as a CD-ROM, a DVD-ROM, an IC card, a ROM, a RAM, a memory card,
an HDD, or the like can be applied.

The program reading method from the information storage medium 180, 280 may be a contact
type or a non-contact type.

[0089]
(Explanation of Flow of Processing) Next, a flow of processing in the case of executing a game
using each of the above units will be described.

[0090]

FIG. 9 is a flowchart showing the flow of the game process according to an example of the
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present embodiment.

[0091]

Prior to the start of the game, the mobile phone 200 transmits the distribution request
information indicating the download request of the game program 228 to the server 100, and
the prize set data 222, the capsule arrangement data 224, the capsule acquisition data 226 and
the game program 228 is downloaded.

[0092]

Using the image display unit 260, the mobile phone 200 displays a message indicating the start
of game operation on the screen of the mobile phone 200 based on the game program 228, and
the player operates the operation unit 230 to start the game.

[0093]
In the present embodiment, the player constitutes the game program 228 so that the capsule 10
can be replaced (shuffled) only once a day.

[0094]

Based on the operation information from the player from the operation unit 230, the
determination unit 214 indicates a request to change the arrangement of the capsule 10 and the
capsule 10 and determines whether there is a shuffle request as a type of change event (step S
2).

[0095]

If it is determined that there is a shuffle request, the determination unit 214 further violates the
restriction of once per day based on the data indicating the date and time at which the total
replacement of the capsule 10 was performed at the end in the capsule acquisition data 226
(Step S4).

That is, when the data indicating the date and time is the same as the date and time at which the
shuffle request was made, the determining unit 214 can determine that it is a restriction
violation.
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[0096]
In the case of the restriction violation, the image display unit 260 displays on the screen a
message indicating the termination of the game (step S 8), and the game ends.

[0097]

On the other hand, if it is not a restriction violation, the information generating unit 212
generates distribution request information indicating a shuffle request, and the transmitting /
receiving unit 290 transmits the distribution request information to the server 100.

[0098]

When the determining unit 114 determines that the distribution request information is a shuffle
request, the information generating unit 112 of the server 100 generates new prize set data 222
and capsule arrangement data 224 based on the prize data 124 and the capsule data 126 And
generates the provided information.

Then, the transmitting / receiving unit 190 transmits the provided information to the mobile
phone 200.

[0099]

The transmitting / receiving unit 290 of the mobile phone 200 receives the provided information
from the server 100, and the updating unit 216 updates the prize set data 222 and the capsule
arrangement data 224 based on the provided information.

[0100]

The information generating unit 112 generates new game information based on the updated
prize set data 222 and the updated capsule arrangement data 224 and the image display unit
260 updates the arrangement of the capsule 10 and the capsule 10 based on the game
information (Step S 6).

[0101]
In this manner, by changing the arrangement of the capsule 10 itself or the capsule 10, the
player is less likely to get bored with the game and can continuously play the game.
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[0102]

When the game is started, for example, the player continues to press the rightward arrow key of
the mobile phone 200 and moves the hose 20 disposed at the left end in the game image in the X
direction (right direction) (step S10).

[0103]

Then, for example, the player keeps depressing the up arrow key of the mobile phone 200 and
moves the hose 20 arranged at the predetermined position in the game image in the Z direction
(backward direction) (step S 12).

[0104]
It should be noted that the hose 20 stops when the player releases the key.

[0105]

The determination unit 214 grasps the center position of the hose 20 based on the operation
information from the operation unit 230 and compares the center position with the center of
gravity position of the capsule closest to the hose 20 (step S).

[0106]

Here, the relationship between the center position of the hose 20 and the center of gravity
position of the capsule 10 and the arrangement of the capsule 10 in the game space will be
described.

[0107]

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram showing the relationship between the hose 20 and the center of
gravity position 64 of the capsule 10 according to an example of this embodiment.

Further, FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of a plane of a game space according to an example of
the present embodiment.
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Further, FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram of the right side surface of the game space according to
an example of the present embodiment.

[0108]

As shown in FIG. 10, the amount of shift in the X direction between the center position of the
hose 20 and the center of gravity position 64 of the capsule 10 is L 1, the amount of shift in the
Z direction between the center position of the hose 20 and the center of gravity position 64 of
the capsule 10isL 2.

[0109]

The determination unit 214 determines whether or not there is a target capsule 10 within a
predetermined distance range, for example, L1 and L2 within 5 dots (step $16). If the target
capsule 10 is present, the capsule 10 10 (step S18).

[0110]

In the present embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 11 and 12, in the game space, 16 capsules 10 - 1
to 10 - 16 are arranged from the left back to the right front in the first row, and the second stage
, Nine capsules 10 - 17 to 10 - 25 are arranged from the left back to the right front.

[0111]

Further, in the plane, the hose 20 can move within the range surrounded by the two-dot chain
line shown in FIG. 11, and on the side face, it moves up and down within the range surrounded
by the two-dot chain line shown in FIG. 12 It is possible.

[0112]

As shown in FIGS. 11 and 12, the capsule 10 of the first stage overlapping the capsule 10 of the
second stage can not be acquired, and by the player acquiring the capsule 10 of the second
stage, It becomes possible to acquire the capsule 10 of the first stage of the portion not
overlapping the capsule 10 of the second stage.

[0113]
In this way, in the present embodiment, a game image is generated in consideration of the
overlap of acquisition targets.
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[0114]
With this, the player can easily feel with the game of the mobile phone 200 the same fun as the
crane game arranged in the so-called game center or the like.

[0115]
11 and 12 is the line of sight of the player, and the plurality of hoses 20 indicate the movable
range of the hose 20.

[0116]
As described above, since capsules 10 - 1 to 10 - 25 overlap, there are cases where a plurality of
capsules 10 are judged when judging whether capsule 10 can be obtained.

[0117]

Therefore, when there are a plurality of capsules 10 within the same distance range with L1 and
L2 within 5 dots, the determination unit 214 selects the capsule 10 having the smallest "prize
capsule ID" value.

Of course, the capsule 10 having the largest value may be selected.

[0118]

Then, on the basis of the "difficulty level" of the capsule 10 indicated by the prize set data 222,
the determination unit 214 compares the center position of the hose 20 based on L <b>1 and L
<b> 2 with the barycentric position of the capsule 10 (step S <b> 20).

[0119]

For example, when the "degree of difficulty” is "A", the allowable range in which the capsule 10
can be acquired is set to a range of 5 dots square and the number of dots is narrowed by one
each time the "difficulty level” is increased by one, And when the "difficulty level™is "E", it may
be a range of one dot square.

[0120]

The determination unit 214 determines whether the positional relationship between the center
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position of the hose 20 and the center of gravity position of the capsule 10 satisfies the allowable
range, that is, whether or not the capsule 10 can be acquired (step S 22).

[0121]

When it is determined that the capsule 10 can be acquired, the information generating unit 212
generates game information indicating that the capsule 10 has been successfully acquired, and
the image display unit 260 displays, on the basis of the game information, An image showing the
capsule 10 as drawn into the hose 20 and an image showing the acquired prize are displayed
(step S24), and the sound output unit 262 outputs so-called fanfare sound based on the game
information.

[0122]

When it is determined that the capsule acquisition data 226 can be acquired, the update unit 216
writes information indicating which capsule 10 has been acquired in the capsule acquisition data
226, and adds the capsule acquisition data 226 to add points of the capsule 10 (Step S26).

[0123]

On the other hand, when the information generating unit 212 is not within the predetermined
distance range (step S16), the information generating unit 212 generates game information
indicating that acquisition of the capsule 10 has failed, and the image display unit 260 , An
image indicating the suctioning trial operation of the hose 20 is displayed (step S 32), and the
sound output unit 262 outputs a sad sound indicating that the game failed based on the game
information.

[0124]

If the capsule 10 is within the predetermined distance range but is not within the range in which
the capsule 10 can be acquired (step S 22), the information generating unit 212 generates game
information indicating that the capsule 10 has been tried, Based on the game information, the
display unit 260 displays an image showing the trial operation of suctioning of the hose 20 and
an image showing the motion of the capsule 10 swinging (step S 28), and the sound output unit
262 displays, based on the game information, a failure As shown in FIG.

[0125]

If the capsule 10 is within the predetermined distance range but is not within the range in which
the capsule 10 can be acquired (step S 22), the updating unit 216 updates the capsule
arrangement data 224 so that the center of gravity position of the capsule 10 is changed (Step S
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[0126]

When the game is ended, the transmission / reception unit 290 transmits information indicating
the contents of the capsule acquisition data 226 generated by the information generation unit
212 to the server 100.

[0127]
Based on the information, the server 100 transmits a game image as a prize, so-called ringtone or
the like to the mobile phone 200 according to the contents of the capsule acquisition data 226.

[0128]
The player can display the game image or the like on the cellular phone 200 or can enjoy the
ringtone or the like by outputting it by the mobile phone 200.

[0129]
As described above, the server 100 and the mobile phone 200 execute a game for acquiring the
capsule 10 from the plurality of capsules 10.

[0130]

(Other explanation) Further, in the present embodiment, by displaying an arrow on the reference
image 30 shown in FIGS. 2A to 2C and seeing the color and pattern in the arrow, the player can
recognize the hose 20 So that it can grasp the amount of movement.

[0131]
FIG. 13 is a schematic diagram showing a display change of an arrow according to an example of
this embodiment.

[0132]

The width of the capsule 10 corresponds to the length of the arrow.
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Two rectangles with diagonal lines at the back and two rectangles without diagonal lines
schematically represent the capsules 10 arranged in four.

[0133]
For example, in FIG. 13, the diagonally shaded arrow, the diagonally shaded arrow with only the
left half, and the unpatterned arrow are displayed.

[0134]

When the first arrow is displayed, it indicates that the hose 20 is at the center position of the
frontmost capsule 10 shown by oblique lines in FIG. 13, and in the case where the second arrow
is displayed, It indicates that the hose 20 is located at an intermediate position between the
frontmost capsule 10 and the second capsule 10 indicated by oblique lines, and in the case
where the third arrow is displayed, it is indicated that the hose 20 is at the center position of the
second capsule 10 .

[0135]

In this way, by indicating the positional relationship between the hose 20 and the capsule 10 by
changing the color and pattern of the arrow, the player can objectively grasp the amount of
movement of the hose 20.

[0136]

Also, there are the following types of prizes.

[0137]

14 (A) is a schematic diagram showing icons of game program parts, FIG. 14 (B) is a schematic
diagram showing icons of game image parts, and FIG. 14 (C) FIG. 14 (D) is a schematic diagram
showing game pointicons. FIG.

[0138]

In the game image, icons of any one of FIG. 14 (A) to FIG. 14 (D) are displayed in the normal
capsule 10.
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The player can confirm what type of prize is contained in the capsule 10 by the icon.

[0139]

The capsule 10 has normal capsules 10, rare capsules including rare items, and detached
capsules with nothing.

Further, the normal capsule 10 has five kinds of inclinations, and the center of gravity and
display are different depending on the inclination.

[0140]

15 (A) is a schematic diagram of a normal capsule tilted 90 degrees to the right, FIG. 15 (B} is a
schematic diagram of a normal capsule inclined 45 degrees to the right, FIG. 15 (C 15 (D) is a
schematic view of a normal capsule inclined 45 degrees to the left, and FIG. 15 (E) is a schematic
view of a normal capsule inclined to the left by 90 degrees FIG. 15 (F) is a schematic view of a
rare capsule, and FIG. 15 (G) is a schematic view of a dislocation capsule.

[0141]

As shown in FIGS. 15 (A) to 15 (E), in order to display one of the icons in FIG. 14 (A) to FIG. 14
(D), the normal capsule 10 is half transparent .

), And the remaining half of the center of gravity position is translucent (it may be opaque).

)} Part.

[0142]

In the present embodiment, the center of the translucent portion of the capsule 10 is set as the
center of gravity, and the inclination of the capsule 10 is set to five types shown in FIGS. 15 (A)
to 15 (E).
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[0143]
That is, the inclination of the capsule 10 enables the player to visually grasp the center of gravity
of the capsule 10.

[0144]

Also, the rare capsule shown in FIG. 15 (F) has the highest degree of difficulty of acquisition, the
points are high and the number is small.

In the outlay capsule shown in FIG. 15 (G), although the player can not obtain items and points,
the player can feel the enjoyment to acquire.

[0145]

As described above, according to the present embodiment, by allowing the center of gravity
position to be set at a position different from the center position of the capsule 10, the player
simply simply aligns the center of the hose 20 with the center of the capsule 10, The capsule 10
can not be acquired and only when the center of gravity position of the capsule 10 and the
center position of the hose 20 match each other, the capsule 10 can be acquired.

[0146]
In this way, it is possible to give the player a feeling that it is unlikely that they can acquire the
object to be acquired.

[0147]

Further, according to the present embodiment, when the capsule 10 is missed, the position of the
center of gravity of the capsule 10 is changed.

As a result, it is possible to perform an effect that simulates the operation at the time of actual
acquisition of the capsule 10.

[0148]
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By changing the position of the center of gravity in this way, even if the operation amount of the
hose 20 is the same, it is possible to acquire the capsule 10 before the change, but making it
impossible to obtain the capsule 10 after the change Is possible.

[0149]
As a result, a more complicated operation is required, so that it is possible to further enhance the
satisfaction level when the player acquires the capsule 10.

[0150]

Further, in the present embodiment, the capsule 10 can be acquired based on the "degree of
difficulty” of the prize set data 222, the positional relationship between the center of gravity of
the capsule 10 and the center position of the hose 20, acquisition trials are possible (missing) ,
And impossible to acquire, and performs different effects.

[0151]

By doing this, you can entertain more players.

In addition, when the degree of difficulty is high, by making a strict judgment, it is possible to
further enhance the satisfaction when the player acquires the capsule 10 with a high degree of
difficulty.

[0152]

(Modification) Although the preferred embodiments to which the present invention is applied
have been described above, the application of the present invention is not limited to the above-
described embodiments, and various modifications are possible.

[0153]

For example, in the above-described embodiment, a so-called client server method of executing a
game by sharing processing between the mobile phone 200 as a client and the server 100 is
adopted. Alternatively, a game may be executed by a single (standalone) game apparatus May be
adopted.
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[0154]
FIG. 16 is an external view of an arcade game device 400 according to an example of the present
embodiment.

[0155]
The arcade game device 400 includes a screen 410, a plurality of operation buttons 420, a coin
slot 430, and a prize outlet 440.

[0156]
In this manner, it is also possible to execute the game according to the present embodiment with
a single commercial game device 400.

[0157]

When the capsule 10 in the game image is acquired by the hose 20 like the commercial game
device 400, physical prizes (for example, stuffed animals and character goods) assigned to the
capsule 10 are fed from the prize outlet 440 It can also be offered to players.

[0158]
Note that the game system for executing the game of this embodiment may be realized as a home
game device.

[0159]
Of course, the functions of the mobile phone 200 and the functions of the server 100 may be
distributed among a plurality of apparatuses and executed.

[0160]

In addition, the updating unit 116 of the server 100 may write the contents of the capsule
acquisition data 226 from the plurality of mobile phones 200 in the user data 122, and perform
ranking or the like based on the number of capsule acquisitions or acquired points or the like.

[0161]

In the above-described embodiment, the image of the capsule 10 is applied as an acquisition
target displayed as a part of the game image. However, the image may be a character, a stuffed
doll or the like in addition to the capsule 10.
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[0162]

In the above-described embodiment, the center of gravity position is shown due to the difference
in transparency in the image of the capsule 10 in order to visually indicate the position of the
center of gravity. However, the color, pattern, shape, etc. of the position of the center of gravity
are The game image may be generated differently.

[0163]

In the above-described embodiment, the operation of swinging the capsule 10 and the fanfare
sound etc. are performed using both the game image and the game sound at the time of
obtaining the capsule 10, but it is also possible to use only the game image, May be used.

[0164]
In the above-described embodiment, a plurality of acquisition targets are used, but one
acquisition target may be used.

[0165]

Similarly, in the above-described embodiment, the image of the hose 20 is applied as an
operation target displayed as a part of the game image. However, besides the hose 20, it may be
a crane or the like.

Of course, a plurality of operation targets may be used.

[0166]
In the above-described embodiment, both of the arrangement of the capsule 10 and the
arrangement of the capsule 10 are changed by a shuffle request, but either one may be used.

[0167]

In addition to the above-described shuffle request, for example, a case in which a player succeeds
or fails to acquire an object to be acquired consecutively a predetermined number of times (two
or more times) may be used as the change event.
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[0168]

Furthermore, in the above-described embodiment, the mobile phone 200 is used as the terminal
device. However, other than the mobile phone 200, for example, a PC (Personal Computer), a
PDA (Personal Digital Assistants), a portable game device, It is also possible to use various
terminal devices such as a domestic game device and an arcade game device.
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{54)CELLULAR PHONE COMMUNICATION GAME SYSTEM AND GAME METHOD

{57)Abstract
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a technology by which the transfer of an object obtained
during a game in a cellular phone communication game system can be performed among a

non-specified large number of users.

SOLUTION: An object which is obtained during a game by a first cellular phone is transmitted
to a server together with a desired bid price and registered. Then, a second cellular phone
receives the information from the server, and displays the information as a chart, and a
desirable object is acquired. Or, the server registers the objects after classifying them under
categories, and the second cellular phone designates the categories and displays them as a

chart.
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* NOTICES *

JPO and INPIT are not responsible for any

damages caused by the use of this translation.

1.This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not
reflect the original precisely.

2.%*¥¥* shows the word which can not be translated.

3.In the drawings, any words are not translated.

CLAIMS

[Claim(s)]

[Claim 1]A portable telephone communication game system comprising:

A server which provides a game.

It is connected to the server and is in a portable telephone communication game system which
carries out the receiving and sending of the data of the aforementioned game, and performs it
and which consists of a first cellular phone and a second cellular phone even if small, Said first
cellular phone is provided with a registration means to transmit to the aforementioned server
and to register data of an object acquired in the aforementioned game with an auction market

desired value of the cbject, and the aforementioned server, A display control means which it
has a recording device which stores data and an auction market desired value of an object
which were transmitted by said first cellular phone, said second cellular phone receives data
and the aforementioned auction market desired value of the aforementioned object from a
recording device of the aforementioned server, and it displays.

An acquiring means which obtains data of the object by choosing data of an object displayed
by the aforementioned display control means, and transmitting the auction market desired
value concerned to said first cellular phone.

[Claim 2 The aforementioned server is provided with a sorting means which classifies data of
the aforementioned cbject according to a category, and the aforementioned recording device,
Store data of the aforementioned object according to a category classified according to the

aforementioned sorting means, and said second cellular phone, The portable telephone
communication game system according to claim 1, wherein it has a category setting means
which specifies the aforementicned category and the aforementioned display control means
displays data and an auction market desired value of an object of a category which were
specified by the aforementioned category setting means.

[Claim 3]Are in a portable telephone communication game method characterized by
comprising the following, and said first cellular phone, With an auction market desired value of

Representative drawing
the object, transmit data of an object acquired in the aforementioned game to the P :

aforementioned server, and the aforementioned server, Classify transmitted data of the
aforementioned object according to a category, store data of the aforementioned object in a
recording device according to a classified category, and said second cellular phone, Specify the
classified aforementioned category, and receive data and an auction market desired value of an
object of a category which were specified from the aforementioned recording device, and it
displays them, A portable telephone communication game method choosing data of an object
which displayed [ aforementioned ], transmitting the auction market desired value concerned
to said first cellular phone, and data of the aforementioned object coming to hand from the
aforementioned recording device of the aforementioned server.

A server which provides a game.

at least [ which is connected to the server, carries out the receiving and sending of the data of :
the aforementioned game, and performs it ] -- the 1st cellular phone and a second cellular Previous Document  1/1  Next
phone.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

SINGS D8

* NOTICES *

JPO and INPIT are not responsible for any

damages caused by the use of this translation.

1.This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not
reflect the original precisely.

2.%*¥¥* shows the word which can not be translated.

3.In the drawings, any words are not translated.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[Detailed Description of the Invention]

[0001]

[Field of the Invention]The present invention relates to the portable telephone communication
game system and game method which read a game program from a server and perform a
game with a cellular phone.

[0002]

[Description of the Prior Art]Although the character message service was conventicnally
performed with the cellular phone, the information which can be transmitted in the service was

based on characters, and was unsuitable for the game which needs graphic information.
[0003]Since what is called an I mode using packet communication was provided with the
cellular phone today, in addition to the character, transmission of comparatively easy graphic
information was attained. In connection with this, service of various games, such as an e-mail
game and a sugoroku game, came to be provided for a cellular phone from a server. In a part
of such a game, it is among a game, for example, the thing aiming at collection of objects,
such as a special item and a character, is also.

[6004]

[Problem to be solved by the invention]However, in the game which uses such a cellular
phone, the pleasure of a game can be further increased by boasting only of owning the objects
collected in the game only individually among users, and being, or delivering and receiving. In

order to deliver and receive such an object, the system which collects and releases the

information which wishes transfer and receipt out of many and unspecified users was required.
[0005]1t is in providing the technology which the present invention is made in view of such a
point, and can deliver and receive the object acquired in the game in a portable telephone
communication game system among many and unspecified users.

[0006]

[Problem for solving problem] It is connected to the server which provides a game, and the
server, and the first means of the present invention is in the portable telephone communication

Representative drawing
game system which carries out the receiving and sending of the data of the aforementioned P :

game, and performs it and which consists of a first cellular phone and second cellular phone
even if small, The above-mentioned first cellular phone is provided with a registration means to
transmit to the aforementioned server and to register the data of the object acquired in the
aforementioned game with the auction market desired value of the object, and the
aforementioned server, Have a recording device which stores the data and the auction market
desired value of an object which were transmitted by the above-mentioned first celluiar phone,
and the above-mentioned second cellular phone, The display control means which receives and
displays the data and the aforementioned auction market desired value of the aforementioned
object from the recording device of the aforementioned server, It is a portable telephone
communication game system provided with the acquiring means which obtains the data of the

object by choosing the data of the object displayed by the aforementioned display control :

means, and transmitting the auction market desired value concerned to the above-mentioned i Previous Document 1/1  Next
first cellular phone. E
[0007]According to this, it competes for an object from a first mobile phone, and registers with
the server with the desired value, the registration information is perused from a second mobile
phone, and a desired object can be obtained by paying the auction market desired value
concerned from balance with an auction market desired value.

[0008]An object means here the character etc. which appear, for example into items, such as
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a card and a treasure, and a game. An auction market desired value is a value received or paid
to collateral as conditions which deliver and receive an object, and means the amount of
money of the imagination used in a game, the attribute value of a character, etc. The
recording device of a server means recording media, such as a hard disk, a floppy (registered
trademark) disk, and memory card.

[0009]1In the above-mentioned first means, the second means of the present invention the
aforementioned server, Have a sorting means which classifies the data of the aforementioned
object according to a category, and the aforementioned recording device, Store the data of the
aforementioned object according to the category classified according to the aforementioned
sorting means, and the above-mentioned second cellular phone, Having a category setting
means which specifies the aforementioned category, the aforementioned display control means
displays the data and the auction market desired value of an object of a category which were
specified by the aforementicned category setting means.

[0010]By this, an object is classified for every category and it registers with the server, and
since the object of the category concerned is displayed by specifying the category, transfer of a
desired object becomes easy.

[0011]1t is connected to the server which provides a game, and the server, and the 3rd means
of the present invention is in the portable telephone communication game method which
carries out the receiving and sending of the data of the aforementioned game, and performs it
and which consists of a first cellular phone and second cellular phone even if small, the above-
mentioned first cellular phone transmits the data of the object acquired in the aforementioned
game to the aforementioned server with the auction market desired value of the object -- the
aforementioned server, Classify the transmitted data of the aforementioned cbject according to
a category, store the data of the aforementioned object in a recording device according to the
classified category, and the above-mentioned second cellular phone, Specify the classified
aforementioned category, and receive the data and the auction market desired value of an
object of a category which were specified from the aforementioned recording device, and it
displays them, It is a portable telephone communication game method choosing the data of
the object which displayed [ aforementioned ], transmitting the auction market desired value
concerned to the above-mentioned first cellular phone, and the data of the aforementioned
object coming to hand from the aforementioned recording device of the aforementioned
server,

[0012]According to this, the user who does transfer hope of the object competes for the
object, and registers with the server with the desired value. On the cther hand, if the
registration information is perused and multiple objects of the same kind are registered from a
plurality of users, the user of receipt hope can obtain by paying the auction market desired
value concerned, after taking an auction market desired value into consideration.

[0013]

[Mode for carrying out the invention]An embodiment of the invention is described based on the
figures. Fig.1 shows the system configuration figure of this embodiment. The cellular phone 1
is provided with the control circuit 11 as a control means which made the microcomputer the
subject, The record holding part 16 and the key operation section 17 which record the
transmission and reception section 12, the display processing part 13, the data exchange part
14, the voice processing part 15, an abbreviated number, arrival, etc. as a transmission and
reception means are connected to the control circuit 11. The display 18 of liquid crystal display
is connected to the display processing part 13, and the microphone 19 and the loudspeaker 20
are connected to the voice processing part 15.

[0014]If the i mode key of the key operation section 17 is pressed, the control circuit 11 will
require offer of game service of the base station 2 which set to the I mode and was connected
to the portable telephone network 3 via the antenna 21 by packet communication from the
transmission and reception section 12. The base station 2 provides the antenna 21 of the
cellular phone 1 with the commo data of the game stored in the hard disk which the server 5
to the server 5 does not illustrate via the Internet 4 by which interconnection was carried out
to the portable telephone network 3.

[0015]The transmission and reception section 12 carries out recovery processing of the commo
data of the game concerned transmitted to the antenna 21 from the base station 2, and
outputs the commo data by which recovery processing was carried out to the display
processing part 13. The display processing part 13 converts the commo data to a driving
signal, and outputs it to the display 18, and the display 18 displays an image with the driving
signal.

[0016]Although it is directly irrelevant to the present invention about talk mode, it states
briefly. That is, by coding the receiver signal given from the microphone 19, the voice
processing part 15 generates voice data, and outputs the voice data to the data conversion
part 14, The data conversion part 14 converts the voice data to commo data, and the
transmission and reception section 12 carries out the modulation process of this commo data,
and transmits it to the base station 2 from the antenna 21. The transmission and reception
section 12 carries out recovery processing of the commo data transmitted to the antenna 21
from the base station 2, and converts the data conversion part 14 to voice data. The voice
processing part 15 decrypts the voice data, and outputs it to the loudspeaker 20.
[0017]Hereinafter, the game provided from the server 5 of this embodiment is described. Fig.2
shows the menu screen displayed on the display 18. On the screen, the predetermined key of
the key operation section 17 is pressed, a cursor is moved, and a "monster slot", "it appearing
in an adventure", or "the city of a chisel" is chosen. A "monster slot” is one example of the mini
game for obtaining the "gold" which is the money of the imagination used in this game, and it
describes it by the below-mentioned Fig.3. It is a main game for "it appears in an adventure"
to collect monster cards, and describes by the Fig.6 to Fig.4. "The city of a chisel” is a function
for delivering and receiving a monster card, and describes by the Fig.14 to Fig.7.
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[0018]Fig.3 is a slot screen displayed when a "monster slot" is chosen by a menu screen (refer
to Fig.2). That is, three slots are rotating in the screen upper part, and it stops cne at a time
by choosing a "stop", and if the monster displayed on each slot gathers, the "gold" which is the
money of imagination will be obtained depending on the way of gathering. If it chooses it
“returns” of a bottom of screen, it will return toc a menu screen (refer to Fig.2).

[0019]Fig.4 shows the example of the field screen when it chooses "it appears in an
adventure” by a menu screen (refer to Fig.2}. A moving display can be carried out in the
direction concerned by displaying the player character 31 on the field where the prairie 32, the
mountain 33, etc. are arranged in the screen, and depressing the key of the operating part 17
which corresponds the player character 31 to "north", the "east", "south", and the "west." On
the field, a river, the sea, a cave, a town, etc. which are not illustrated besides prairie 32 and
mountain 33 are, and in the prairie 32, on foot, the player character 31 cannot move in the
mountain 33, a river, and the sea, although it can move. In the inside of a cave, there is a
dungeon {underground maze), the store and the inn are arranged in the town, and a gap can
also move and enter.

[0020]Fig.5 shows the example of the battle screen with an enemy monster. The player
character 31 can possess multiple monster cards {only henceforth a "card") which sealed the
monster. The card has a type by the monster in which it was sealed, and the identification
number is given by the type. If the moving display of the player character 31 is carried out by
Fig.4, an enemy monster will be encountered with a predetermined part or random number. If
the player character 31 possesses the above-mentioned card here, the monster in which it was
sealed by one card among the possessed cards will revive, and it will fight with an enemy
monster. the enemy monster which "MADOHANDO (it has the special ability of confusing a
partner while calling an associate}" revived in this example, and appeared -- "-- it rotted -- I
would like to carry out (while vomiting the breath of poison and attacking a partner, it has the
special ability of licking about, coming out and recovering selif} -- * -- it is battling. If it chooses
it "proceeds” of this bottom of screen, it will go to the next screen (refer to Fig.6).

[0021]The example of the battle result screen displayed that Fig.6 chooses "it proceeds” on a
battle screen {refer to Fig.5) is shown. Fig.6 (a) is a case where an enemy monster is won, the
enemy monster can be sealed in a card and the player (this example -- enemy monster -- "-- it
rotted -- I would like to carry out -- " -- sealed by card) character 31 can acquire the card. If it
chooses here "it proceeds”, it will return to a field screen (refer to Fig.4). On the other hand,
Fig.6 (b) is a case where an enemy monster is lost, and if it chooses "it proceeds”, the player
character 31 will be returned to the inn of the town which is the point which saved last time
the money in hand of the imagination used in a game with *******¥&*sx 4% The victory or
defeat of a battle are determined by the validity etc. of the attack set up each time by the
aggressivity and defense power which the monster of the both sides which fight has,
respectively, and random numbers.

[0022]Fig.7 is a city menu screen of only being displayed when “the city of a chisel" is chosen
by a menu screen (refer to Fig.2). It can choose "a card being sold" from the screen, or "it
being exhibition about a card."

[0023]Fig.8 shows the exhibition screen displayed when it chooses "it is exhibition about a
card" by the city menu screen (refer to Fig.7) of a chisel. If the "card identity number" which
sends on the screen, and “a price to sell” are input, it will register with the server 5. In this
procedure, the stock card list screen {refer to Fig.9 (a)) described next as choosing "a card
being seen” of the screen is displayed to check a stock card. A price to sell the card which
sends to can be decided by referring to the price of the below-mentioned price list screen
(refer to Fig.12).

[00247Fig.9 (a) shows the example of the stock card list screen displayed when it chooses "a
card is seen” on an exhibition screen (refer to Fig.8). A card identity number list of a stock card
is displayed, and if one of the requests is chosen from the list, the card detailed screen of the
card identity number of Fig.9 (b) concerned will be displayed. The degree of rare is displayed
by the number of asterisks in this screen.

[0025]Fig.10 is a category assigning screen displayed when it chooses "he buys a card” by the
city menu screen {refer to Fig.7) of a chisel. The category is classified according to scarcity.
[00261Fig.11 shows the example of the exhibition card list screen displayed when it specifies
"this is new" in a category assigning screen (refer to Fig.10). What belongs to the category
concerned among the cards sent now is displayed.

[0027]Fig.12 shows the example of the price list screen displayed when it is prodigal and the
card of a metal is chosen in the exhibition card list screen (refer to Fig.11). The list display of
the selling price of the card concerned sent now is carried out. When purchasing a card, one of
the requests (what has a usually low price) is chosen from the list. It chooses "it returns®,
when stopping purchase.

[0028]1t is the Fig.16 to Fig.13 which showed processing of "the city of a chisel" which is a
summary of the present invention among above-mentioned game contents by the time chart.
Exhibition processing of a card is first described by Fig.13 and Fig.14. A first celfular phone will
transmit the information to the server 5, if the i mode key is pressed (101}. The server 5
receives the information, reads menu screen data in a hard disk, and transmits to a first
cellular phone (102). A first cellular phone receives menu screen data from the server 5, and
displays it on the display 18 (103}. If "the city of a chisel" is chosen from the screen, the
information will be transmitted to the server 5 {104). The server 5 receives the information,
reads the city menu screen data of a chisel in a hard disk, and transmits to a first cellular
phone (105). A first cellular phone receives and displays the city menu screen data only from
the server 5 (106]. If "card exhibition" is chosen from the screen by operation of the key
operation section 17, the information will be transmitted to the server 5 (107). The server 5
receives card exhibition information, reads exhibition picture data from a hard disk, and
transmits to a first cellular phone (108). A first cellular phone receives exhibition picture data,
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and displays the screen (109). If "a card is seen" is chosen from the exhibition screen here, the
information will be transmitted to the server 5 {110). If the information on "seeing a card" is
received, the server 5 will search the stock card of a first cellular phone from a hard disk (111),
and will transmit stock card list screen data to the cellular phone (112). A first cellular phone
receives the data and displays a stock card list screen (113}. If a card number is chosen from
the screen, the information will be transmitted to the server 5 (114). The server 5 will search a
card with the number from a hard disk, if a card identity number is received (115), it reads
card detailed screen data from a hard disk, and transmits to a first cellular phone {116}. A first
celiular phone receives search results and displays a card detailed screen {117). Selection of it
"returns" of the screen will transmit the information to the server 5 (118). If it receives "it
returns”, the server 5 will read exhibition picture data from a hard disk again, and will transmit
to a first cellular phone {(119). A first cellular phone receives and displays exhibition picture
data (120). If a card number and a price to buy are input from the screen, the information will
be transmitted to the server 5 (121). The server 5 receives a card number and a price to buy,
and stores them in a recording device (122).

[0029]Next, the processing which buys a card with Fig.15 and Fig.16 is described. A second
cellular phone will transmit the information to the server S, if the i mode key is pressed (201).
The server 5 receives the information, reads menu screen data in a hard disk, and transmits to
a second cellular phone (202). A second cellular phone receives menu screen data from the
server 5, and displays it on the display 18 (203). If "the city of a chisel" is chosen from the
screen, the information will be transmitted to the server 5 (204). The server 5 receives the
information, reads the city menu screen data of a chisel in a hard disk, and transmits to a
second cellular phone (205). A second cellular phone will transmit the information to the server
S, if "he buys a card" is chosen by the key operation of (206) and the key operation section 17
where the city menu screen of a chisel is displayed on the display 18 (207). The server 5 reads
category assigning screen data from a hard disk, and transmits to a second cellular phone
{208}. A second celiular phone receives and displays category assigning screen data (209).
Selection of a category of the key operation of the key operation section 17 will transmit the
information to the server 5 {210). The server 5 receives the information, searches the
exhibition card of the category from a hard disk (211), and transmits to a second cellular
phone as exhibition card list screen data {212). A second cellular phone receives and displays
the card list screen data (213). Selection of a card of the key operation of the key operation
section 18 will transmit the information to the server 5 {(214). The server 5 searches a price to
receive the information and sell the card concerned to from a hard disk (215), and transmits to
a second cellular phone as price list screen data (216). A second cellular phone receives and
displays the price list screen data (217). Selection of a price of the key operation of the key
operation section 18 will transmit the information to the server 5 {218). The server 5 receives
the information and transmits the card data concerned to a second cellular phone (219). A
second cellular phone receives the card data (220). The server 5 deletes the card data from a
hard disk (221).

[0030]As described above, according to this example, the user who wants to sell a card
registers with the server with the price to sell the card to, and the user who wants to buy it
can obtain a desired card out of the card by which the list display was carried out according to
the category.

[0031]1t replaces with selling a card at a desired price, registers with a server with the card
name which wishes to exchange, and may make it exchange with the user who owns the card
concerned.

[0032]

[Effect of the Invention}According to the present invention, the technology which can deliver
and receive the object acquired in the game in a portable telephone communication game
system among many and unspecified users can be provided.
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1.This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not
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2.%*¥¥* shows the word which can not be translated.

3.In the drawings, any words are not translated.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[Brief Description of the Drawings’

A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.
A [FIG.

1] The hardware organization figure of the present invention

2] The explanatory view for describing a menu screen

3] The explanatory view for describing a slot screen

41 The explanatory view for describing a field screen

51 The explanatory view for describing a battle screen

61 The explanatory view for describing a battle result screen

| The explanatory view for describing the city menu screen of a chisel
8]
91 The explanatory view for describing a stock card list screen

10] The explanatory view for describing a category assigning screen
117 The explanatory view for describing an exhibition card list screen
127 The explanatory view for describing a price list screen

13] The time chart figure for describing an Example

147 The time chart figure for describing an Example

157 The time chart figure for describing an Example

16] The time chart figure for describing an Example

The explanatory view for describing an exhibition screen

[Explanations of letters or numerals]
1 Cellular phone

2 Base station

3 Portable telephone network

4 Internet

5 Server

17 Key operation section

18 Display

31 Player character
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Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson /
James A. Olff
Registration No.: 27,075
B. Graham Nelson
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JAO:BGN/dkt

Date: July 11, 2018
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PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
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PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
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STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
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of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
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III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980. It is
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P.O. Box 1450
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(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
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PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assilgnee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) | Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
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fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

a Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

a Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
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NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CER 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.
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Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the
requirement that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See
Revisions to Patent Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer
providing an initial patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to
provide a patent term adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant
approximately three weeks prior to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the
patent. Any request for reconsideration of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term
adjustment) should follow the process outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency
request to collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required
by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive.
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public
inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, it the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. X This communication is responsive to an amendment on 4/26/2018.
Oa declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on .

2. [ An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.6 and 11. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.
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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

[ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).
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PATENT APPLICATION

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re the Application of

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. Group Art Unit: 3716
Application No.: 14/409,219 Examiner: J. MCCLELLAN
Filed: December 18, 2014 Docket No.: 163485

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
In reply to the February 9, 2018 Office Action, please consider the following:

Amendments to the Claims as reflected in the listing of claims; and

Remarks.

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 151



Application No. 14/409,219

Amendments to the Claims:

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims
in the application:

1. (Currently Amended) A game control method comprising the steps of:

(a) initializing a virtual game;

£ax(b) displaying. during the virtual game. a plurality of cells and acquirable item
information that is received from a server over a communication line, the plurality of cells
being displayed in the same size, wherein each of a plurality of items extracted from an item
information table pertaining to a user is associated with each of the plurality of cells, the
plurality of items being selected randomly only from items in the item information table, and

at least one of the cells including a character which indicates a rarity value of an item

associated with the at least one of the cellseontaininganitemtypefor-which-the userdeesneot
have-the hicl " :

€by(c) receiving, during the virtual game, a selection request selecting one of the

plurality of cells and sending the selection request to the server; and

£3(d) displaying, during the virtual game. an item associated with the selected cell,

which is determined by the server based on the selection request.
2-5. (Canceled)
6. {Currently Amended) A computer comprising:

a controller configured to initialize a virtual game; and

a display configured to display, during the virtual game, a plurality of cells and
acquirable item information that is received from a server over a communication line, the
plurality of cells being displayed in the same size, wherein each of a plurality of items
extracted from an item information table pertaining to a user is associated with each of the

plurality of cells, the plurality of items being selected randomly only from items in the item
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information table, and at least one of the cells including a character which indicates a rarity

value of an item associated with the at least one of the cellsecontaininganitemtypefor-which
theuser-doesnothavethe highestaequistion—~countand. wherein

athe controller_is configured to (i) receive. during the virtual game, a selection

request selecting one of the plurality of cells, and (ii) send, during the virtual game, the

selection request to the server, wherein the display displays an item associated with the
selected cell, which is determined by the server based on the selection request.

7-10. (Canceled)

11. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer readable recording
medium having stored thereon instructions to be executed on a computer, the instructions
causing the computer to perform the steps of:

(a) initializing a virtual game;

(b)ésy displaying, during the virtual game, a plurality of cells and acquirable item

information that is received from a server over a communication line, the plurality of cells
being displayed in the same size, wherein each of a plurality of items extracted from an item
information table pertaining to a user is associated with each of the plurality of cells, the
plurality of items being selected randomly only from items in the item information table, and

at least one of the cells including a character which indicates a rarity value of an item

associated with the at least one of the cellscentainingan-itemtypefor-whichthe-user doesnet
1 he-hiel s :

(c)by receiving, during the virtual game. a selection request selecting one of the

plurality of cells and sending the selection request to the server; and
(d)¢ey displaying. during the virtual game. an item associated with the selected cell,
which is determined by the server based on the selection request.

12-15. (Canceled)
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REMARKS

Claims 1, 6 and 11 are pending in this application. By this Amendment, claims 1, 6
and 11 are amended, and claims 2-4, 7-9 and 12-14 are canceled. No new matter is added.

The courtesies extended to Applicant's representative by Examiner McClellan at the
interview held April 17, 2018, are appreciated. The reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action are incorporated into the remarks below, which constitute
Applicant's record of the interview.

Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §101 as being patent-
ineligible within the Alice framework. In response, as discussed during the interview,
independent claims 1, 6 and 11 are amended to recite the initial step of initializing a virtual
game, and clarify that the steps (b), (c) and (d) are performed during the virtual game. The
claims are further amended to recite the feature of "at least one of the cells including a
character which indicates a rarity value of an item associated with the at least one of the
cells." This feature may be understood with reference to the publication of this application,
with paragraph [0089] disclosing that each cell may have a "character” in lieu of the "pattern”
in accordance with the "item type" as in paragraph [0087], and paragraph [0040] describing
the "item type" as representing the rarity value.

During the interview, it was agreed that these additional features, in combination with
the remaining limitations of the independent claims, represent "significantly more” than the
abstract idea of inventory management. As discussed, the claims do not read on a simple
"scratch-off" lottery-type card that has hints. Also, as discussed in the March 30, 2017
Amendment, the claimed features are directed to a specific improvement in the field of
gaming. Thus, in keeping with the case law applying the Alice framework, independent
claims 1, 6 and 11 are directed to patent-eligible subject matter under 35 U.S.C. §101, as agreed

upon during the interview. Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested.
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Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112(a). As discussed during

the interview, the limitation at issue is removed from the claims, thus mooting the rejection.

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in

condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance are earnestly

solicited.

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to

place this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to

contact the undersigned at the telephone number set forth below.

JAO:BGN/dkt

Date: April 26, 2018

OLIFF PLC

P.O. Box 320850

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850
Telephone: (703) 836-6400

Respectfully submitted,
/ B. Graham Nelson /

James A. Oliff
Registration No. 27,075

B. Graham Nelson
Registration No. 72,699

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
AUTHORIZATION
Please grant any extension

Charge any fee due to our
Deposit Account No. 15-0461

necessary for entry of this filing;
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Substitute for Form PTO-875 14/409,219 12/18/2014 | [ 7o be Mailed
enTiTy: [X] LARGE [] smALL [ ] MIcCRO

(Column 1) (Column 2)
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($)
L] Basic Fee N/A N/A N/A
37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c]
D SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A
(37 CFR 1.16(K), (i), or (m))
O
EXAMINATION FEE
(37 GFR 1.16(0), (p), or () N/A N/A N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS } .
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) minus 20 = X 8 =
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS ) N
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) minus 3 = X3 =
If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
0 of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
ZF;PCLF‘%"?TS': SIZE FEE for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
{ 18(s) fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
] MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()
_—
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
— 04/26/2018 iEygNm@ EHE"\%E%SLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
5 AMENDMENT PAID FOR
= haee 108 minus | - 20 -0 x 5100 - 0
E ;2? 3?2”1‘4?5”&) * 3 Minus § =3 = X $460- 0
> D Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
<
|:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL ADD’L FEE 0
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
RE&"F’?'E‘L{NG PF’;‘E%""'C?UEQKLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE (§)
— AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Z || Total (37 cFrR * i .
&Gl s Minus = X $ =
Independent . "
= | e, Minus - Xs -
E I:l Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
=
< |:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)

TOTAL ADD’L FEE
* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3. LIE
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.

*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.

DEBORAH POLLARD

The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS

ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWV\'.\]SP[O.gOV

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/409,219 12/18/2014 Tsuyoshi Yoshikawa 163485 7235
25944 7590 02/09/2018
EXAMINER

OLIFF PLC | |
P.O. BOX 320850 MCCLELLAN, JAMES S
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

| ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER |

3716
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
02/09/2018 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

OfficeAction25944@oliff.com
jarmstrong @oliff.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
14/409,219 YOSHIKAWA ET AL.

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventor to File)
JAMES S. MCCLELLAN 3716 ﬁl‘g‘”s

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION.
- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12/22/2017.
[] A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon ____.
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final.

3)[] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
__ ;therestriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5)X Claim(s) 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 is/are pending in the application.

ba) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6)[] Claim(s) _____is/are allowed.
7)X Claim(s) 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 is/are rejected.
8)[] Claim(s) _____is/are objected to.
9 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
hitp//ww. uspio.gov/patents/init_events/pph/indax.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHieadback@uspio.qov.

Application Papers
10)[0] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[] The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a)J Al b)[] Some** ¢)[] None of the:
1.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) D Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) |:| Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date.
2) D Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4 I:‘ Other-
Paper No(s)/Mail Date er
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20180202
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Application/Control Number: 14/409,219 Page 2
Art Unit: 3716

DETAILED ACTION

Applicant's Submission of an RCE
1. Applicant’s submission of an RCE on 12/22/2017 seeking entry of a previously non-
entered amendment dated 11/22/2017 has been received and fully considered. In the response,

claims 1, 6, and 11 have been amended. Therefore, claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 are pending.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the
conditions and requirements of this title.

3. Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter.

The claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter because the claim(s) as
a whole, considering all claim elements both individually and in combination, do not amount to

significantly more than an abstract idea (one of the three judicial exceptions).

In this case, the claim(s) is/are directed to the abstract idea of inventory management,
which is described in the claim(s). The following subject matter in the claim(s) describes the
above identified abstract idea even though not expressly recited: acquiring item information and
changing acquirable item information. Further, the above identified abstract idea is similar to

concepts that have been identified as abstract by the courts, including:
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Application/Control Number: 14/409,219 Page 3
Art Unit: 3716

Precedential Cases:

e Collecting and comparing known information in Classen Immunotherapies;

e Organizing information through mathematical correlations in Digitech;

¢ Data recognition or storage in Content Extraction;

Non-Precedential Cases:

e Managing a Game of Bingo in Planet Bingo;
o Allowing players to purchase additional objects during a game in Gametek;
e Comparing new and stored information and using rules to identify options in

SmartGene;

In contrast to McRo v. Bandai Namco Games America, the current claims, when

considered as a whole, do not appear to describe a specific way to solve a problem, but appear to
merely claim the idea of a solution or outcome. The McRo court relied on an explanation in the
specification that described how the claimed rules enabled a computer to improve an existing
technological process, unlike cases where a computer was merely used as a tool to perform an
existing process (e.g., as in Alice). For these reasons, the current claims are directed to an

abstract idea.

The additional element(s) or combination of elements in the claim(s) other than the
abstract idea when considered as a whole do not amount to significantly more than the identified

abstract idea. For example, the following additional recited claim feature(s) related to computing
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Art Unit: 3716

amount to little more than the use of a general purpose computer, which has been held by the

courts in Alice to not amount to significantly more than the identified abstract idea:

¢ Information presentation means (display);
o Control means; and

e (Game server.

In BASCOM v. AT&T Mobility, the court held that the recited generic computer, network,

and Internet components did not amount to significantly more than the underlying abstract, but
explained that the non-conventional and non-generic arrangement of additional elements when
considered in combination may amount to significantly more. In this case, the claim(s) recites
the following limitation(s) or feature(s) that may extend beyond the identified abstract idea but
do not amount to significantly more than the identified abstract idea because they are well-

understood, routine, conventional activities (Mayo) to those in the gaming field:

e The inventoried items are game items; and
e Displaying game item data in cells

e Randomly selecting items from a list

Viewed as a whole, the additional claim element(s) do not provide meaningful limitations
to transform the abstract idea into a patent eligible application of the abstract idea such that the

claim(s) amounts to significantly more than the abstract idea itself. See Alice Corp. v. CLS Bank

Int'l, 110 USPQ2d 1976 (U.S. 2014). Therefore, the claim(s) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as

being directed to non-statutory subject matter.
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Application/Control Number: 14/409,219 Page 5
Art Unit: 3716

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

4, The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112(a):

(a) IN GENERAL.—The specitication shall contain a written description of the invention,
and of the manner and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to
enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to
make and use the same, and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor or joint inventor
of carrying out the invention.

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 112:

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person
skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the
same, and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention.

5. Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112(a) or 35 U.S.C. 112 (pre-
ATA), first paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. The
claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor or a joint inventor, or for
pre-AlA the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed
invention.

Claims 1, 6, and 11 have been amended to include the following recited claim feature that
does not appear to have support in the disclosure: “and at least one of the cells containing an item
type for which the user does not have the highest acquisition count.” On page 6 of Applicant's
REMARKS, Applicant anticipated that his may be an issued and cited support in "Figures 9,
10A, and 10B, and the associated written description such as paragraph [0084] of the

publication." The Examiner reviewed Figs. 9, 10A, 10, and the associated written description

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 164



Application/Control Number: 14/409,219 Page 6
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such as paragraph [0084] of the publication. The Examiner was unable to find support for “and
at least one of the cells containing an item type for which the user does not have the highest
acquisition count.” While the recited scenario seems like it naturally likely occur, it does not
appear that Applicant had appreciated this feature based on the support cited by Applicant and
the recited feature does not appear to be necessarily present. Additionally, the Examiner
searched for the term "highest" (as recited in the new claim features) in the disclosure and was
not able to locate any hits. While the Examiner understands that it is possible to have support
without using the same terminology in both the claims and specification, the Examiner's review
of the relevant sections also did not appear to support the newly recited claim features.

Correction or clarification is required.

Response to Arguments
6. Applicant's arguments filed on 11/22/2017 have been fully considered but they are not
fully persuasive.

On page 7, Applicant argues that the claims recite significantly more than the underlying
abstract idea. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant points to the cells containing an
item type for which the user does not have the highest acquisition count as significantly more. It
is the Examiner’s position that 1.) the new limitation is not supported by the original disclosure
and 2.) that if it were supported, this limitation would be well-understood, routine, and
conventional. That is, the result of the newly added limitation from the perspective of the game
player is at least one cell contains an item that, if selected, could actually help the player. A

game would not be very fun for the player if there was no possible selection that could be helpful

Supercell
Exhibit 1002
Page 165



Application/Control Number: 14/409,219 Page 7
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to the player. Of course a game producer would give the player at least some chance for success
(even if only the odds were only 1/25). Therefore, the newly added feature, even if supported,
does not appear to be enough to be “significantly more.” Therefore, the listed features are not

significantly more.

Conclusion

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to JAMES S. MCCLELLAN whose telephone number is (571)272-
7167. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:30AM-5:00PM).

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using
a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is
encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at
http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on (571) 272-4430. The fax phone number for the

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/JAMES S. MCCLELLAN/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716
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Doc code: RCEX PTO/SBI30EFS (07-14)
Doc description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE}) Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to 2 collection of information unless it contains a valid GMB controf number.

REQUEST FOR CONTINUED EXAMINATION(RCE)TRANSMITTAL
{(Submitted Only via EFS-Web)

Application Filing Docket Number Art

Number l|£§409219 Date P014-12-18 (if applicable) 163485 Unit 3716
First Named| 1 = chi YOSHIKAWA Examiner U S. McClellan

inventor Name

This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified application.

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant application fited prior {o June 8,
1995, to any intemational application that does not comply with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 371, or to any design application. The
Instruction Sheet for this form is located at WWW . .USPTO.GOV.

SUBMISSION REQUIRED UNDER 37 CFR 1.114

Note: If the RCE is proper, any previcusly filed unentered amendments and amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order
in which they were filed uniess applicant instructs otherwise. If applicant does not wish to have any previcusly filed unentered amendmeni(s)
entered, applicant must request non-entry of such amendment(s).

Previously submilted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may be considered as a

N
X submission even if this box is not checked.

|:| Consider the arguments in the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previcusly filed on

D Cther

Amendment After Final Rejection filed on November 22, 2017.

[] Enclosed

[] Amendment/Reply
[ ] information Disclosure Statement {IDS)

D Affidavit{s)/ Declaration(s)

[] Other

MISCELLANEQUS

D Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1.103(c) for a period of months
{Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.17(i) required)

[] other

FEES

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e} is required by 37 CFR 1.114 when the RCE is filed.
The Director is hereby authorized o charge any underpayment of fees, or credit any overpayments, fo
Deposit Account No 150461

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED

X Patent Practitioner Signature

Applicant Signature

EFS - Web2.1.15
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Doc code: RCEX

Doc description: Request for Continued Examination (RCE})

PTO/SB/30EFS {07-14)

Approved for use through 07/31/2616. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to 2 collection of information unless it contains a valid GMB controf number.

Signature of Registered U.S. Patent Practitioner

Signature

B. Graham Nelson/

Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

P017-12-22

Name

B. Graham Nelson

Registration Number

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.114. The information is required to cbtain or retain a benefit by the public which is fo
file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is
estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form o the USPTO. Time
wili vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to compiete this form and/or suggestions for
reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PT(0-8199 and sefect option 2.

EFS - Web2.1.15
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 83-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be
advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2{(b)}2); (2) furnishing of the information
solicited is voluntary; and {3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The informaticn provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information
Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclesed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence tc a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to oppeosing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, o a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, fo a contractor of the Agency having need
for the infermation in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the Weorld Intellectual Property Organization,
pursuant ioc the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

B. A record in this system of records may be disciosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrater, General Services,
or hisfher designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may
be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an
application which became abandcned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

8. A record from this system of recerds may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, cor local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a viclation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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PTO/AIA/22 (03-13)

Approved for use through 7/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Docket Number (Optional)

PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) 163485
Application Number 14/409,219 | Filed December 18, 2014
For

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

AtUnt 3716 [ Examiner J. 8. McClellan

This is a request under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a) to extend the period for filing a reply in the above-identified application.
The requested extension and fee are as follows (check time period desired and enter the appropriate fee below):

Fee Small Entity Fee Micro Entity Fee

One month (37 CFR 1.17(a)(1)) $200 $100 $50 $ 200.00
|:| Two months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(2)) $600 $300 $150 $
|:| Three months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(3)) $1,400 $700 $350 $
|:| Four months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(4)) $2,200 $1,100 $550 $
[ ] Five months (37 CFR 1.17(a)(5)) $3,000 $1,500 $750 $

EI Applicant asserts small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27.
D Applicant certifies micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29.

Form PTO/SB/15A or B or equivalent must either be enclosed or have been submitted previously.

EI A check in the amount of the fee is enclosed.

EI Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

EI The Director has already been authorized to charge fees in this application to a Deposit Account.

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment, to
Deposit Account Number 15-0461

Payment made via EFS-Web.

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not be included on this form. Provide
credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

| am the

|:| applicant.

|:| attorney or agent of record. Registration number

attorney or agent acting under 37 CFR 1.34. Registration number 72,699 .
/ B. Graham Nelson / December 22, 2017
Signature Date
B. Graham Nelson (703) 836-6400
Typed or printed name Telephone Number

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. Submit
multiple forms if more than one signature is required, see below*.

I:' * Total of 1 forms are submitted.

5445807v.1 163485
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

14409219

Filing Date:

18-Dec-2014

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi Yoshikawa

Filer:

James Albert Oliff/Darrisaw Tatum

Attorney Docket Number:

163485

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for U.S. National Stage under 35 USC 371

Description

Fee Code Quantity Amount

Sub-Total in
UsD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:
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o . Sub-Total in
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)
Extension - 1T month with $0 paid 1251 1 200 200
Miscellaneous:
RCE- 1st Request 1801 1 1200 1200
Total in USD ($) 1400

Supercell
Exhibit 1002

Page 176



Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 31322044
Application Number: 14409219
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 7235

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi Yoshikawa

Customer Number:

25944

Filer:

James Albert Oliff/Darrisaw Tatum

Filer Authorized By:

James Albert Oliff

Attorney Docket Number: 163485
Receipt Date: 22-DEC-2017
Filing Date: 18-DEC-2014
Time Stamp: 14:16:18

Application Type:

U.S. National Stage under 35 USC 371

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type DA
Payment was successfully received in RAM $1400

RAM confirmation Number

122617INTEFSW00004654150461

Deposit Account

Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
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File Listing:

Document - . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
1349847
] Request for Continued Examination Request_for_Continued_Exami no 3
(RCE) natlon*Flllableprdef feabSbedd79235a88311f9c475017684b91
Warnings:
Information:
22778
One_Month_Request_for_Exte
2 Extension of Time nsion_of _Time_Under_37_CFR no 1
_1136a.pdf 01c6e97b6ae88bbce3063bd 136a859a82]
ae049
Warnings:
Information:
32756
3 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
d2f141d4751d47ea642fbde29249fb15ab6
afSae
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes)4 1405381

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PTO/SB/06 (09-11)

Approved for use through 1/31/2014. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART |

PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD | ApPlicaiion or Dockel Number | Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 14/409,219 12/18/2014 | [ 7o be Mailed
enTiTy: [XLARGE []smALL [] micro

(Column 1) (Column 2)
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($)
L] asic Fee N/A N/A N/A
(87 GFR 1.16(a). (b). or (c))
D SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A
87 CFR116(K) (i) or (m)
D EXAMINATION FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) N/A N/A N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS ) N
37 CER 1.16(i minus 20 = X 8 =
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS ’ N
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) minus 3 = X8 =
If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets
m of paper, the application size fee due is $310 ($155
ASF;PCLF\gAﬂISN SIZE FEE for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
( 18(s)) fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
[ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()
p—
* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART Il
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
— | 12/22/2017 | frren PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
=3 I R vinus | -+ 20 -0 x $80 - 0
=4 I B inus | 3 - 0 x 5420 - 0
<§( l:l Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
l:l FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL ADD’L FEE 0
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER
AFTER PREVIOUSLY PRESENT EXTRA RATE ($) ADDITIONAL FEE ($)
— AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Z || Total z7cFr N ) "
Y R Minus = X$ =
Independent N ) e
= | Geeencen) Minus - xs -
E D Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
=
<C |:| FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j))

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3.
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.

TOTAL ADD’L FEE
LIE

DEANNA RORIE

The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWV\'.\]SP[O.gOV

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/409,219 12/18/2014 Tsuyoshi Yoshikawa 163485 7235
25944 7590 12/182017
EXAMINER

OLIFF PLC | |
P.O. BOX 320850 MCCLELLAN, JAMES S
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

| ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER |

3716
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
12/18/2017 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

OfficeAction25944@oliff.com
jarmstrong @oliff.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
Advisory Action 14/409,219 YOSHIKAWA ET AL.
Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief Examiner Art Unit ATA (First Inventor to File) Status
JAMES S. MCCLELLAN 3716 No

--The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -

THE REPLY FILED 22 November 2017 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE.
NO NOTICE OF APPEAL FILED
1. X] The reply was filed after a final rejection. No Notice of Appeal has been filed. To avoid abandonment of this application, applicant must timely file one
of the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which places the application in condition for allowance;
(2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41.31; or (3) a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37
CFR 1.114 if this is a utility or plant application. Note that RCEs are not permitted in design applications. The reply must be filed within one of the
following time periods:
a) & The period for reply expires 3 months from the mailing date of the final rejection.
b) I:l The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action; or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later. In
no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection.
c) D A prior Advisory Action was mailed more than 3 months after the mailing date of the final rejection in response to a first after-final reply filed
within 2 months of the mailing date of the final rejection. The current period for reply expires months from the mailing date of
the prior Advisory Action or SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection, whichever is earlier.
Examiner Note: If box 1 is checked, check either box (a), (b) or (c). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THIS ADVISORY ACTION IS THE
FIRST RESPONSE TO APPLICANT'S EIRST AFTER-FINAL REPLY WHICH WAS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL
REJECTION. ONLY CHECK BOX (c) IN THE LIMITED SITUATION SET FORTH UNDER BOX (c). See MPEP 706.07(f).

Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1.136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1.136(a) and the appropriate extension
fee have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate
extension fee under 37 CFR 1.17(a) is calculated from: (1) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally set in the final
Office action; or (2) as set forth in (b) or (c) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the
final rejection, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

NOTICE OF APPEAL

2. [] The Notice of Appeal was filed on . A brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41.37 must be filed within two months of the date of filing the
Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41.37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41.37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since a Notice of Appeal
has been filed, any reply must be filed within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41.37(a).

AMENDMENTS

3. |z The proposed amendments filed after a final rejection, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be entered because
a) They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below);

b) D They raise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below);

c) They are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for
appeal; and/or

d) D They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims.
NOTE: See Continuation Sheet. (See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41.33(a)).

4.[] The amendments are not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324).

5. |:| Applicant’s reply has overcome the following rejection(s):

6. |:| Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the non-
allowable claim(s).

7. |:| For purposes of appeal, the proposed amendment(s): (a) [] will not be entered, or (b) [] will be entered, and an explanation of how the
new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended.

AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE

8. |:| A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

9. [ The affidavit or other evidence filed after final action, but before or on the date of filing a Notice of Appeal will not be entered because
applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons why the affidavit or other evidence is necessary and was not earlier
presented. See 37 CFR 1.116(e).

10. [ The affidavit or other evidence filed after the date of filing the Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be entered
because the affidavit or other evidence failed to overcome all rejections under appeal and/or appellant fails to provide a showing of good and
sufficient reasons why it is hecessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41.33(d)(1).

11. [J The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation of the status of the claims after entry is below or attached.

REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER

12. [ The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because:

13. [J Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08) Paper No(s).
14. [ Other:
STATUS OF CLAIMS
15. The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows:
Claim(s) allowed:
Claim(s) objected to: .
Claim(s) rejected: 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14.
Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration:

/JAMES S. MCCLELLAN/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-303 (Rev. 08-2013) Advisory Action Before the Filing of an Appeal Brief Part of Paper No. 20171213
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Continuation Sheet (PTOL-303) Application No. 14/409,219

Continuation of 3. NOTE: Claims 1, 6, and 11 have been amended to recite features that have not yet been considered and would require
further search and consideration, including: at least one of the cells containing an item type for which the user does not have the highest
acquisition count.
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e e PATENT APPLICATION

RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR §1.116
EXPEDITED PROCEDURE
TECHNOLOGY CENTER ART UNIT 3716

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re the Application of

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. Group Art Unit: 3716
Application No.: 14/409,219 Examiner: J. MCCLELLAN
Filed: December 18, 2014 Docket No.: 163485

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL REJECTION UNDER 37 CFR §1.116

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
In reply to the August 25, 2017 Office Action, please consider the following:

Amendments to the Claims as reflected in the listing of claims; and

Remarks.
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PATENT APPLICATION

RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR §1.116
EXPEDITED PROCEDURE
TECHNOLOGY CENTER ART UNIT 3716
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re the Application of

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. Group Art Unit: 3716
Application No.: 14/409,219 Examiner: J. MCCLELLAN
Filed: December 18, 2014 Docket No.: 163485

For:  GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL REJECTION UNDER 37 CFR §1.116

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
In reply to the August 25, 2017 Office Action, please consider the following:

Amendments to the Claims as reflected in the listing of claims; and

Remarks.
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Application No. 14/409,219

Amendments to the Claims:

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims
in the application:

1. (Currently Amended) A game control method comprising the steps of:

(a) displaying a plurality of cells and acquirable item information that is received
from a server over a communication line, the plurality of cells being displayed in the same
size, wherein each of a plurality of items extracted from an item information table pertaining
to a user is associated with each of the plurality of cells, the plurality of items being selected

randomly only from items in the item information table, and at least one of the cells

containing an item type for which the user does not have the highest acquisition count;

(b) receiving a selection request selecting one of the plurality of cells and sending the
selection request to the server; and

(c) displaying an item associated with the selected cell, which is determined by the
server based on the selection request.

2. (Previously Presented)  The game control method according to claim 1,
further comprising:

(d) displaying the selected cell in a different way from the others of the plurality of
cells.

3. (Previously Presented)  The game control method according to claim 1,
wherein

in step (a), each of the plurality of cells is displayed with a pattern that differs in
accordance with the item type of the corresponding item.

4. (Previously Presented) The game control method according to claim 2,

wherein
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Application No. 14/409,219

in step (a). each of the plurality of cells is displayed with a pattern that differs in
accordance with the item type of the corresponding item.

5. (Canceled)

6. (Currently Amended) A computer comprising:

a display configured to display a plurality of cells and acquirable item information
that is received from a server over a communication line, the plurality of cells being
displayed in the same size, wherein each of a plurality of items extracted from an item
information table pertaining to a user is associated with each of the plurality of cells, the
plurality of items being selected randomly only from items in the item information table, and

at least one of the cells containing an item type for which the user does not have the highest

acquisition count; and

a controller configured to (i) receive a selection request selecting one of the plurality
of cells, and (ii) send the selection request to the server, wherein the display displays an item
associated with the selected cell, which is determined by the server based on the selection
request.

7. (Previously Presented)  The computer according to claim 6, wherein

the display displays the selected cell in a different way from the others of the plurality
of cells.

8. (Previously Presented)  The computer according to claim 6, wherein

the display displays each of the plurality of cells with a pattern that differs in
accordance with the item type of the corresponding item.

9. (Previously Presented) The computer according to claim 7, wherein

the display displays each of the plurality of cells with a pattern that differs in
accordance with the item type of the corresponding item.

10. (Canceled)
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Application No. 14/409,219

11. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer readable recording
medium having stored thereon instructions to be executed on a computer, the instructions
causing the computer to perform the steps of:

(a) displaying a plurality of cells and acquirable item information that is received
from a server over a communication line, the plurality of cells being displayed in the same
size, wherein each of a plurality of items extracted from an item information table pertaining
to a user is associated with each of the plurality of cells, the plurality of items being selected

randomly only from items in the item information table, and at least one of the cells

containing an item type for which the user does not have the highest acquisition count;

(b) receiving a selection request selecting one of the plurality of cells and sending the
selection request to the server; and

(c) displaying an item associated with the selected cell, which is determined by the
server based on the selection request.

12. (Previously Presented) The non-transitory computer readable recording
medium according to claim 11, wherein the instructions cause the computer to further
perform the step of:

(d) displaying the selected cell in a different way from the others of the plurality of
cells.

13. (Previously Presented) The non-transitory computer readable recording
medium according to claim 11, wherein

in step (a), each of the plurality of cells is displayed with a pattern that differs in
accordance with the item type of the corresponding item.

14. (Previously Presented) The non-transitory computer readable recording

medium according to claim 12, wherein
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in step (a). each of the plurality of cells is displayed with a pattern that differs in
accordance with the item type of the corresponding item.

15. (Canceled)
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Application No. 14/409,219

REMARKS

Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 are pending in this application. By this Amendment,
claims 1, 6 and 11 are amended. No new matter is added. Support for the claim amendments
can be found in Figures 9, 10A and 10B, and the associated written description such as
paragraph [0084] of the publication.

The courtesies extended to Applicant's representative by Examiner McClellan at the
interview held October 12, 2017, are appreciated. The reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action are incorporated into the remarks below, which constitute
Applicant's record of the interview.

Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §101 as being allegedly
directed to non-statutory subject matter based on the Supreme Court's decision in Alice Corp.
Pty. Ltd. v. CLS Bank Int'l.' ("CLS Bank"). In response, Applicant respectfully traverses the
rejection.

As discussed during the interview, independent claims 1, 6 and 11 are amended to recite
"significantly more" than the alleged abstract idea of "inventory management.” During the
interview, it was agreed that filting the deck in favor of rarer items or more desirable items is
likely to be such an unconventional feature that provides the sought-after "significantly more"
and transforms the abstract idea into a patent-eligible application. Thus, the independent
claims are amended to recite "at least one of the cells containing an item fype for which the
user does not have the highest acquisition count." In other words, the cells of the "scratch
cards” of Figures 9, 10A and 10B are populated so as to include an item fype for which the
user does not have the highest acquisition count.

As discussed during the interview, this feature of tilting the deck in favor of rarer

items or more desirable items is not routine or conventional. Furthermore, this feature

' Appeal No. 13-298, 573 U.S. (2014).
-6-
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represents "significantly more” than the abstract idea of inventory management. Finally, as

discussed in the March 30, 2017 Amendment, the claimed features are directed to a specific

improvement in the field of gaming. Thus, in keeping with the case law applying the Alice

framework, independent claims 1, 6 and 11 are directed to patent-eligible subject matter under 35

U.S.C. §101. Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested.

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in

condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance are earnestly

solicited.

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to

place this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to

contact the undersigned at the telephone number set forth below.

JAO:BGN/dkt

Date: November 22, 2017

OLIFF PLC

P.O. Box 320850

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850
Telephone: (703) 836-6400

Respectfully submitted,
/ B. Graham Nelson /

James A. Oliff
Registration No. 27,075

B. Graham Nelson
Registration No. 72,699

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
AUTHORIZATION
Please grant any extension
necessary for entry of this filing;
Charge any fee due to our
Deposit Account No. 15-0461
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national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD | ApPlicaiion or Dockel Number | Filing Date
Substitute for Form PTO-875 14/409,219 12/18/2014 | [ 7o be Mailed
enTiTy: [XLARGE []smALL [] micro

(Column 1) (Column 2)
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE ($) FEE ($)
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(87 GFR 1.16(a). (b). or (c))
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87 CFR116(K) (i) or (m)
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ASF;PCLF\gAﬂISN SIZE FEE for small entity) for each additional 50 sheets or
( 18(s)) fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 41(a)(1)(G) and 37
CFR 1.16(s).
[ MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16()
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* If the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter “0” in column 2. TOTAL
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* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write “0” in column 3.
** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter “20”.
*** If the “Highest Number Previously Paid For” IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter “3”.

TOTAL ADD’L FEE
LIE

/RUBY JOHNSON/

The “Highest Number Previously Paid For” (Total or Independent) is the highest number found in the appropriate box in column 1.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.16. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering,
preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWV\'.\]SP[O.gOV

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
14/409,219 12/18/2014 Tsuyoshi Yoshikawa 163485 7235
25944 7590 08/25/2017
EXAMINER

OLIFF PLC | |
P.O. BOX 320850 MCCLELLAN, JAMES S
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

| ART UNIT I PAPER NUMBER |

3716
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
08/25/2017 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

OfficeAction25944@oliff.com
jarmstrong @oliff.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
14/409,219 YOSHIKAWA ET AL.
Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit AIA (First Inventor to File)
JAMES S. MCCLELLAN 3716 ﬁl‘g‘”s

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION.

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)XI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 3/30/2017.
[ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon _____.
2a)[X] This action is FINAL. 2pb)[] This action is non-final.
3)[] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.
4)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5)X Claim(s) 1-4.6-9 and 11-14 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6)[] Claim(s) _____is/are allowed.
7)1 Claim(s) 1-4, 6-9. and 11-14 is/are rejected.
8)[] Claim(s) _____is/are objected to.
9)[J Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
hito//vww . uspio.gov/eatenis/init_events/pphvindax.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeadback@uspio.qoy.

Application Papers
10)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)[] The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[] accepted or b)[T] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)[] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a)J Al b)[]Some** ¢)[] None of the:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) [:l Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) |:| Interview Summary (PTO-413)
) . Paper No(s)/Mail Date.
2) & Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) I:l Oth
Paper No(s)/Mail Date er
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20170710
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Application/Control Number: 14/409,219 Page 2
Art Unit: 3716

DETAILED ACTION

Applicant's Submission of a Response
1. Applicant’s submission of a response on 3/30/2017 has been received and fully
considered. In the response, claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 have been amended; and claims 5, 10,

and 15 have been canceled. Therefore, claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 are pending.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows:

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the
conditions and requirements of this title.

3. Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter.

The claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter because the claim(s) as
a whole, considering all claim elements both individually and in combination, do not amount to

significantly more than an abstract idea (one of the three judicial exceptions).

In this case, the claim(s) is/are directed to the abstract idea of inventory management,
which is described in the claim(s). The following subject matter in the claim(s) describes the
above identified abstract idea even though not expressly recited: acquiring item information and
changing acquirable item information. Further, the above identified abstract idea is similar to

concepts that have been identified as abstract by the courts, including:
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Application/Control Number: 14/409,219 Page 3
Art Unit: 3716

Precedential Cases:

e Collecting and comparing known information in Classen Immunotherapies;

¢ Organizing information through mathematical correlations in Digitech;

e Data recognition or storage in Content Extraction;

Non-Precedential Cases:

e Managing a Game of Bingo in Planet Bingo;

e Allowing players to purchase additional objects during a game in Gametek;

o Comparing new and stored information and using rules to identify options in

SmartGene;

In contrast to McRo v. Bandai Namco Games America, the current claims, when

considered as a whole, do not appear to describe a specific way to solve a problem, but appear to
merely claim the idea of a solution or outcome. The McRo court relied on an explanation in the
specification that described how the claimed rules enabled a computer to improve an existing
technological process, unlike cases where a computer was merely used as a tool to perform an
existing process (e.g., as in Alice). For these reasons, the current claims are directed to an

abstract idea.

The additional element(s) or combination of elements in the claim(s) other than the
abstract idea when considered as a whole do not amount to significantly more than the identified

abstract idea. For example, the following additional recited claim feature(s) related to computing
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Application/Control Number: 14/409,219 Page 4
Art Unit: 3716

amount to little more than the use of a general purpose computer, which has been held by the

courts in Alice to not amount to significantly more than the identified abstract idea:

¢ Information presentation means (display);
o Control means; and

e (Game server.

In BASCOM v. AT&T Mobility, the court held that the recited generic computer, network,

and Internet components did not amount to significantly more than the underlying abstract, but
explained that the non-conventional and non-generic arrangement of additional elements when
considered in combination may amount to significantly more. In this case, the claim(s) recites
the following limitation(s) or feature(s) that may extend beyond the identified abstract idea but
do not amount to significantly more than the identified abstract idea because they are well-

understood, routine, conventional activities (Mayo) to those in the gaming field:

e The inventoried items are game items; and
e Displaying game item data in cells

¢ Randomly selecting items from a list

Viewed as a whole, the additional claim element(s) do not provide meaningful limitations
to transform the abstract idea into a patent eligible application of the abstract idea such that the

claim(s) amounts to significantly more than the abstract idea itself. See Alice Corp. v. CLS Bank

Int'l, 110 USPQ2d 1976 (U.S. 2014). Therefore, the claim(s) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 as

being directed to non-statutory subject matter.
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Application/Control Number: 14/409,219 Page 5
Art Unit: 3716

Response to Arguments
4. Applicant's arguments filed on 3/302/2017 have been fully considered but they are not
fully persuasive.

On page 7, Applicant argues that the claims recite significantly more than the underlying
abstract idea. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Applicant points to the cells being the same
size (which is well-understood, routine, and conventional); items extracted from a table (which is
well-understood, routine, and conventional); associating an item with a cell (which is well-
understood, routine, and conventional); randomly selecting an item (which is well-understood,
routine, and conventional). None of the recited features are anything but well-understood,

routine and conventional. Therefore, the listed features are not significantly more.

On page 8, Applicant argues that the current claims are eligible for reasons similar to
claims in the McRO decision. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. In contrast to McRo v.

Bandai Namco Games America, the current claims, when considered as a whole, do not appear to

describe a specific way to solve a problem, but appear to merely claim the idea of a solution or
outcome. The McRo court relied on an explanation in the specification that described how the
claimed rules enabled a computer to improve an existing technological process, unlike cases
where a computer was merely used as a tool to perform an existing process (e.g., as in Alice).

For these reasons, the current claims are directed to an abstract idea.
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Application/Control Number: 14/409,219 Page 6
Art Unit: 3716

Conclusion
5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event,
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing
date of this final action.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to JAMES S. MCCLELLAN whose telephone number is (571)272-
7167. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:30AM-5:00PM).

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using
a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is
encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at
http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on (571) 272-4430. The fax phone number for the

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Application/Control Number: 14/409,219 Page 7
Art Unit: 3716

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/JAMES S. MCCLELLAN/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716
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Doc code: IDS PTOISB/08a (03-15)
o . . . Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, ho persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.
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( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name | J. 8. McClellan
Afttorney Docket Number | 163485
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Examiner| Cite No Publication Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant
Initial* Number Code’| Date of cited Document

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button| Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove
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aceipt date: 06/19/2017 14409219 - GAU: 371

Application Number 14409219
Filing Date 2014-12-18
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Unit |3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name | J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485

1 May 9, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. X
/Jsmy/
/IsMf2 Baka Tsuku DS Touch and Direct Perfect Guide, ENTERBRAIN, INC._, First Version, pp. 74-76, January 8, 2009. D

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE
Examiner Signature |I /James 8. McClellan/ IDate Considered |I 07/10/2017

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.
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aceipt date: 06/19/2017 14409219 - GAU: 371

Application Number 14409219

Filing Date 2014-12-18

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

First Named Inventor | Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

v Art Unit |3716
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name | J. 8. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not mare than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[ ] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature {B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2017-06-19

Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number ’72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 06/1%/2017 14409218 - GAU: 3716

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Infarmation Act
(5 U.8.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(h) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, ho persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

Application Number 14409219
Filing Date P014-12-18
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor “rsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unit |3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name | J. 8. McClellan
Afttorney Docket Number | 163485

U.S.PATENTS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner| Cite Kind Name of Patentee or Applicant
Initial* No Patent Number Code? Issue Date of cited Document

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner| Cite No Publication Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant
Initial* Number Code’| Date of cited Document

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button| Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove
Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Aoolicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No |Number3 Code2j Code?| Date PP Passages or Relevant

Document Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
. .. | Include name of the author {in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article {(when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite S - . .
e (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue humber(s}, TS
Initials No . ; -
publisher, city and/or country where published.
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Application Number 14409219
Filing Date 2014-12-18
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Unit |3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name | J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485

1 February 21, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. X
/ISM

JSM
/ / Nintendo DREAM August issue separate volume, Tomodachi Collection, Shima No Seikatsu Mankitsu Guide, Mainichi D

[Communications Inc_, Vol. 14, No. 8, pg. 19, 2009.

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE
Examiner Signature |I /James S. McClellan/ IDate Considered |I 07/10/2017

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number 14409219

Filing Date 2014-12-18

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

First Named Inventor | Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

v Art Unit |3716
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name | J. 8. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not mare than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[ ] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature {B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2017-03-24

Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number ’72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Infarmation Act
(5 U.8.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(h) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 14409219
Filing Date P014-12-18
First Named Inventor “rsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit | 3716

Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485
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Application Number 14409219
Filing Date 2014-12-18

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit | 3716

Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485

1 May 9, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. X

2 Baka Tsuku DS Touch and Direct Perfect Guide, ENTERBRAIN, INC., First Version, pp. 74-76, January 8, 2009. |:|

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I Date Considered ‘I

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attac