UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW. USp[O.gOV

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
16/531,536 03/10/2020 10583365 163485.02 4956
25944 7590 02/19/2020
OLIFF PLC

P.O. BOX 320850
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 0 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include
an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office
of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments
should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management (ODM) at
(571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA, Tokyo, JAPAN;
GREE, INC,, Tokyo, JAPAN;

Tomohiro TSUKIHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Norikazu KATO, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Tomoki YASUHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.

IR103 (Rev. 10/09)
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PART B-FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with the applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.
By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to: (571)273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate.
All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless
corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee
notifications.
CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

OLIFF PLC have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.
P.O. B0X320850 . Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.
(Typed or printed name)
(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO CONFIRMATION NO
16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956
TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM
APPLN: TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional | UNDISCOUNTED $1,000.00 $1,000.00 02/03/2020
EXAMINER ART UNIT CLASS-SUBCLASS
J. S. McClellan 3715 463-042
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee 2. For printing on the patent front page, list .
Address® (37 CFR 1.363) o L. Oliff PLC
(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attomeys
Change of correspondence address (or Change of or agents OR, alternatively,
Correspondence Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. (2) The name of a single firm (having as a member
|:| “Fee Address” indication (or “Fee Address” Indication aregisteret_l attorney or agent) and the names of
form PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) up to 2 registered patent aftomeys or agents. If 3.
attached. Use of a Customer Number is required. no name is listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been
previously recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE or COUNTRY)
GREE, INC. Tokyo, Japan
Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent): |:| Individual Corporation or other private group entity |:| Government

4a. Fees Submitted: Issue Fee |:| Publication Fee (if required) |:| Advance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above):

Electronic Payment via EFS-Web D Enclosed check D Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 15-0461

5. Change of Entity Status (from status indicated above)
NOTE: Absent a valid Certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue fee
payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

D Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken as
a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29.

|:| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken as a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro entity
status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature / B. Graham Nelson / Date January 31, 2020
Typed or printed name B. Graham Nelson Registration No. 72,699

PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

7187808v.1 163485.02
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

16531536

Filing Date:

05-Aug-2019

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Filer: Joel S. Armstrong/Dakota Thompson

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.02

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suﬂ;l’;(tsa)l in

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE 1501 1 1000 1000
Supercell
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Su::J—;I'I;)(tsa)l in
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 1000
Supercell
Exhibit 1006
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 38461793
Application Number: 16531536
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4956

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Customer Number:

25944

Filer:

Joel S. Armstrong/Dakota Thompson

Filer Authorized By:

Joel S. Armstrong

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.02
Receipt Date: 31-JAN-2020
Filing Date: 05-AUG-2019
Time Stamp: 15:28:28

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes

Payment Type DA

Payment was successfully received in RAM $1000

RAM confirmation Number E20201UF28520031

Deposit Account

Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Supercell
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File Listing:

Document - . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
36958
1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) Issue_Fee_Transmittal.pdf no 1
990f743d09c5806df42eafed 1ef6422c6c84a)
Warnings:
Information:
30621
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
6099fde4ff69a857173892e542ef2c85f256
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes)1 67579

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application asa
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Www.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |

16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956
25944 7590 1212712019 | XANINGR |
OLIFF PLC
P.O. BOX 320850 MCCLELLAN, JAMES S
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |

3715
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
12/27/2019 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

OfficeAction25944@oliff.com
jarmstrong @oliff.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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rect Application No. Applicant(s)
Noti CofA//ed bl 16/531,536 YOSHIKAWA et al.
olice of Allowabllity Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3715 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included

herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.4} This communication is responsive to an IDS submitted on 11/27/2019.
[ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2.[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on

; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-18 . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4.} Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a) VAl b) (J Some  *c) (J None of the:
1. ™ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3. (0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5.] CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

(O including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6.(J DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1.0 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892)

2.[¥] Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. (J Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date .

3.0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. Other .
of Biological Material .

4.0 Interview Summary (PTO-413),

Paper No./Mail Date.

/James S. McClellan/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

5. (J Examiner's Amendment/Comment

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13)

Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20191221
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Receipt date: 11/27/2019 16/531,538 - GAU: 3715

Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (02-18)
o . N . Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

Application Number 16531536
Filing Date P019-08-05
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor “rsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unit |3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E).(a_lm*mer Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Nar_ne of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Codet! of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner Cite No Publication Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant
Initial* Number Code'| Date of cited Document

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines

Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Aoolicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No | Number3 Code?j Code?| Date PR Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
. . Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite s - . )
o (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
Initials No - - .
publisher, city and/or country where published.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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soeipt date: 11/27/2019 16/531,5368 -~ @ayg: 371
Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit | 3715

Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

1 (Gamecast, "SHOWING REALLY HOW MUCH MONEY IS SPENT ON GANDAM CARD COLLECTIONS AND
/I8y GACHA: TAKING A LOOK AT SOCIAL GAMES", <http://gamecast-blog.com/archives/65683438.html>, June 10, 2012

f s/ 2 Dctober 29, 2019 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2018-221107. hd

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE
Examiner Signature || /James 8. McClellan/ Date Considered “ 12/21/201%

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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seeipt date: 11/27/2019 16/531,5368 ~ apu: 371

Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

Art Unit 3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) n |

Examiner Name ‘ J. §. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection{s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
X The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date {(YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-11-27
Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number |72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Receipt date: 11/27/2019 16/531,538 - GAU: 3715

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Doc code: IDS
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed

PTO/SB/08a (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are reguired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 16531536
Filing Date P019-08-05
First Named Inventor ”rsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit 3715

Examiner Name | J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(gm*lner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na“.’e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Remove

Examiner
Initial*

Cite No

Publication
Number

Kind
Code?

Publication
Date

Name of Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Avolicant of cited where Relevant TS
Initial* No | Number3 Codezi Code?| Date P Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Remove

Examiner
Initials™

Cite
No

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(bock, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS

publisher, city and/or country where published.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Application Number 16531536
Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor |Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit | 3715

Examiner Name | J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

[Gamecast, "SHOWING REALLY HOW MUCH MONEY IS SPENT ON GANDAM CARD COLLECTIONS AND
GACHA: TAKING A LOOK AT SOCIAL GAMES", <http://gamecast-blog.com/archives/65683438.html>, June 10, 2012

2 Dctober 29, 2019 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2018-221107. hod

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I Date Considered ‘I

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

First Named Inventor |Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

- Art Unit | 3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name | J. 8. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
X The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature {B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-11-27
Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number |72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you bhe given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S5.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

16531536

Filing Date:

05-Aug-2019

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Filer:

Joel S. Armstrong/Darrisaw Tatum

Attorney Docket Number:

163485.02

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Description

Fee Code Quantity Amount

Sub-Total in
UsD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:

Supercell
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Su::J—;I';(tsa)l in
Miscellaneous:
SUBMISSION- INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STMT 1806 1 240 240
Total in USD ($) 240
Supercell
Exhibit 1006
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 37884450
Application Number: 16531536
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4956

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Customer Number:

25944

Filer:

Joel S. Armstrong/Darrisaw Tatum

Filer Authorized By:

Joel S. Armstrong

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.02
Receipt Date: 27-NOV-2019
Filing Date: 05-AUG-2019
Time Stamp: 17:14:51

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes

Payment Type DA

Payment was successfully received in RAM $240

RAM confirmation Number E2019AQH15071874

Deposit Account

Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
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File Listing:

Document - . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
24428
] Transmittal Letter Information_Disclosure_State no 5
ment.pdf
26ceff94b8937025528019eb8aced 7403954
485e
Warnings:
Information:
1034632
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 201 a .127—_
2 E SBO8 _Information_Disclosure_State no 4
orm ( ) ment_Fillable_PDF.pdf 242af6f5740017dd4ce297d0aa0df 32b 2608
Warnings:
Information:

A U.S. Patent Number Citation or a U.S. Publication Number Citation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may remove the form to add the required data in order to correct the Informational Message if
you are citing U.S. References. If you chose not to include U.S. References, the image of the form will be processed and be made available
within the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system. However, no data will be extracted from this form. Any additional data such as Foreign Patent

Documents or Non Patent Literature will be manually reviewed and keyed into USPTO systems.

367189
3 Non Patent Literature D019_CameCast2012.PDF no 7
4714b8c7356810e985eba632c587d 51606}
2efd
Warnings:
Information:
319841
4 Non Patent Literature S020_0060D_201910290A.PDF no 6
256717fc844e3bc0bab6832ddf5a74c9255
b028c
Warnings:
Information:
75989
5 Non Patent Literature 5020*0060D}2DOF1 910290A_1. no 6
2431e7f2a8b48b739181d%ee
eOb2e
Warnings:
Information:
Supercell
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30828

6 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2

1b9f33ec216996ba265ac04ed 075 eef262f

Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes)1 1852907

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PATENT APPLICATION

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of: Attorney Docket No.: 163485.02
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al.

Application No.: 16/531,536 Confirmation No.: 4956

Filed: August 5, 2019 Art Unit: 3715

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME Examiner: J. S. McClellan

SERVER, AND PROGRAM

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT WITH 30-DAY CERTIFICATION

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 Form. Unless otherwise indicated
herein, one copy of each item(s) is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made

of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom.

X 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months
after the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection, Notice of
Allowance, or other action that closes prosecution (e.g., Quayle Action), but on or
before payment of the Issue Fee. The fees associated with this filing under
37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) are being paid electronically with this filing. The Commissioner
is hereby authorized to charge any additional fee (or credit any overpayment)
associated for this filing to Deposit Account No. 15-0461.

X a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement.

37 CFR §1.97(e)(1).

7055647v.1 163485.02
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X 2

Application No. 16/531,536

Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement:

@) Was first cited in any communication from a patent office in a counterpart foreign or
international application or from the Office, and this communication was not received by an
individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing of this Information

Disclosure Statement; or

(ii) Is a communication that was issued by a patent office in a counterpart foreign or
international application or by the Office, and this communication was not received by any
individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than thirty days prior to the filing of this information

disclosure statement.

X 3.

translation is not submitted:

With respect to the following foreign language document, for which a

NPL Cite
No Provided

Abstract | Discussed in

Discussed in

Corresponds to

1

NPL. cite 2

JAO:BGN/dkt
Date: November 27, 2019

OLIFF PLC

P.O. Box 320850

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850
Telephone: (703) 836-6400

Respectfully submitted,

Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson /
James A. OIiff

Registration No.: 27,075

B. Graham Nelson

Registration No.: 72,699

2.

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
AUTHORIZATION
Please grant any extension
necessary for entry of this filing;
Charge any fee due to our
Deposit Account No. 15-0461
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1430

WWW.USpto.gov

| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02
CONFIRMATION NO. 4956
25944 PUBLICATION NOTICE
OLIFF PLC
P.0. BOX 320850 R A0 i
000000112806300

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

Title:GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Publication No.US-2019-0351330-A1
Publication Date:11/21/2019

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTQO's publically available Searchable Databases via the
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's
Public Records Division. The Public Records Division can be reached by telephone at (571) 272-3150 or (800)
972-6382, by facsimile at (571) 273-3250, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office,
Public Records Division, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and

the dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through

the Patent Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application
Information and Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently
https://portal.uspto.gov/pair/PublicPair. Prior to publication, such status information is confidential and may only
be obtained by applicant using the private side of PAIR.

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

Oftice of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1

Supercell
Exhibit 1006
Page 24



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Www.uspto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

| EXAMINER |
25944 7590 11/01/2019
OLIFF PLC MCCLELLAN, JAMES S
P.0. BOX 320850
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 | ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
3715
DATE MAILED: 11/01/2019
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 02/03/2020

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

L. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980.
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at

www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.
Page 1 of 3

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.
Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

25944 7590 11/01/2019 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
OLIFF PLC I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
P.O. BOX 320850 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
ALEXANDRIA. VA 22320-4850 the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.
(Typed or printed name)|
(Signature)
(Date)
I APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956
TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM
| APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 02/03/2020

| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
MCCLELLAN, JAMES S 3715 463-042000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys

or agents OR, alternatively, 1
(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 2
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed.

| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached.

[ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/
SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

w

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual [ Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. Fees submitted: [Missue Fee [_IpPublication Fee (if required) [JAdvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

() Electronic Payment via EFS-Web () Enclosed check (L) Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

(] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date
Typed or printed name Registration No.
Page 2 of 3
PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Www.uspto.gov

I APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956
| EXAMINER |
25944 7590 11/01/2019
OLIFF PLC MCCLELLAN, JAMES §
P.O. BOX 320850
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
3715

DATE MAILED: 11/01/2019

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(1) to eliminate the requirement
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior
to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration

of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency request to
collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration date for the
agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform
the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection
of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment
of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting
a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C.
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection
of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall
not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, arecord
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed
in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application
is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
] . 16/531,536 YOSHIKAWA et al.
Notice of Allowability Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3715 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included

herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.4 This communication is responsive to claims filed on 8/5/2019.
[ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2.[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on

; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-18 . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4.} Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a) VAl b) (J Some  *c) (J None of the:
1. ™ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3. (0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5.] CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

(O including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6.(J DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1.4 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. (J Examiner's Amendment/Comment
2.[¥] Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. ¥j Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date .
3.0 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. Other .

of Biological Material .
4.0 Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date.
/James S. McClellan/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13)

Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20191028
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Application/Control Number: 16/531,536 Page 2
Art Unit: 3715

Reasons for Allowance
1. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: claim 1 recites a
game control method comprising, among other recited features, a screen comprising a plurality
of cells arranged in a matrix manner, wherein an item is associated with each of the cells, a rarity
value is set to each item, an icon and a letter are included in each of the cells, a color of each of
the cells depends on the rarity of the value of the associated item, and the screen further
comprises a number of obtainable items for each rarity value. No single reference or reasonable
combination of prior art anticipate or make obvious the claimed invention, including the features

listed above for claim 1.

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0282634 to Yamada discloses a game
control method that includes tracking and displaying rare game items in a matrix, but fails to
disclose, among other features, color coding and the number of obtainable items for each rarity
value. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2014/0038716 to Endo, U.S. Patent Application
Publication No. 2011/0257442 to Hawkins, and U.S. Patent Application Publication No.

2006/0082068 to Patchen disclose game control methods including a matrix of game objects, but

each fails to disclose the above listed features of claim 1. Further, independent claims 7 and 13
also recited the allowed features. Claims 2-6, 8-12, and 14-18 depend from allowable base
claims.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of Reasons for

Allowance.”
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Application/Control Number: 16/531,536 Page 3
Art Unit: 3715

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to JAMES S MCCLELLAN whose telephone number is (571)272-
7167. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30AM-5:00PM).

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using
a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is
encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at
http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Sean Hunter can be reached at 571-270-7791. The fax phone number for the
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/James S. McClellan/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715
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Application/Control Number: 16/531,536 Page 4
Art Unit: 3715
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Notice of References Cited

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under

16/531,536 Reexamination
YOSHIKAWA et al.

Examiner Art Unit

JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3715 Page 1 of 1

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Coumzog:;z_e]\?:n':lbfrsiig Code MMD- $$YY Name CPC Classification US Classification
* [ A | US-20050282634-A1 12-2005 Yamada, Yoichi AB3F13/12 463/39
* | B |US-20140038716-A1 02-2014 Endo; Taku AB3F13/12 463/31
* [ ¢ | US-20110275442-A1 11-2011 Hawkins, III; William M. G06Q10/00 463/42
* | D | US-20060082068-A1 04-2006 Patchen; Jeffery Allen AB3F9/183 273/430

E

F

G

H

|

J

K

L

M

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Coumgog:{;z_el\:‘:n’:'bf:gi:; Code MI\/EI)— ?iYy Country Name CPC Classification

N

(6]

P

Q

R

S

T

NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS

* Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages)

u

\

W

X

*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign.

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001)

Notice of References Cited

Part of Paper No. 20191028
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Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Search Notes  |1¢531 536 YOSHIKAWA et al.
H“m “‘“ “““" I HH“‘ . e
JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3715
CPC - Searched*
Symbol Date Examiner
AB63F 13/30, 55, 67, 69, 79, and 798 10/28/2019 JSM
CPC Combination Sets - Searched*
Symbol Date Examiner
US Classification - Searched*
Class Subclass Date Examiner

* See search history printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTES box below to determine the scope of the

search.

Search Notes

Search Notes Date Examiner
EAST Text Search 10/28/2019 JSM
Consulted Prosecution History of related application 16/531,536 10/28/2019 JSM
Claim term search for interference 10/28/2019 JSM
Interference Search

US Class/CPC US Subclass/CPC Group Date Examiner
Symbol

AB3F 13/30, 55, 67, 69, 79, and 798 10/28/2019 JSM

/James S. McClellan/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Page 1 of 1

Part of Paper No.: 20191028
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification |¢s31 536 VOSHIKAWA et al.
H “ ‘HH Examiner Art Unit
JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3715
CPC
Symbol Type Version
AB3F F 2014-09-02
AB3F | 20140902
AB3F A 2014-09-02
A63F A 2013:01:01
AB3F A 201301-01
CPC Combination Sets
Symbol Type Set Ranking Version

NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 18
/James S. McClellan/ 28 October 2019 . . -
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715 O.G. Print Claim(s) | O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 10B
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20191028
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification |¢s31 536 VOSHIKAWA et al.

JAMES 8 MCCLELLAN 3715

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
CLAIMED

AB3F13/35

NON-CLAIMED

US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION
CLASS SUBCLASS

CROSS REFERENCES(S)
CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)

NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 18
/James S. McClellan/ 28 October 2019 . . -
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715 O.G. Print Claim(s) | O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 10B
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20191028
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification |¢s31 536 VOSHIKAWA et al.

JAMES 8 MCCLELLAN 3715

Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant (7] CPA (] T.D. (] R147
CLAIMS
Final |Original|Final OriginaI|FinaI Original|Final |Original|Final OriginallFinaI OriginallFinaI Original|Final |Original

NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 18
/James S. McClellan/ 28 October 2019 . . -
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715 O.G. Print Claim(s) | O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 10B
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20191028
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Receipt date: 08/28/2019

Doc code: IDS
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (|

16/531,538 - GAU: 3715

PTO/SB/08a (02-18)
DS) Filed Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
) File U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid CMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 16531536
Filing Date P019-08-05
First Named Inventor “rsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit 3715

Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

U.S.PATENTS Remove
Examiner| Cite Kind Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
I Patent Number Issue Date . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
Examiner| . Publication Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns, Lines where
I Cite No . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial Number Code'| Date of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1 20110294558 A1l P011-12-01 im
2 20030008710 A1 P003-01-09 amaoka et al.
3 20050282634 A1 P005-12-22 amada et al.
4 20140038716 A1l P014-02-06 ndo
5 20040259642 A1 P004-12-23 anaka et al.

EFS Web 2.1.18

ALY REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JSM/
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seeipt date: 08/26/2019 16/531,5368 ~ apu: 371

Application Number 16531536
Filing Date 2019-08-05
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unt |3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

6 0120004038 A1 P012-01-05 an Luchene
7 20140143687 Al P014-05-22 an etal.

8 20120202575 A1 P012-08-09 atsuno

9 0090247260 Al P009-10-01 oto et al.

10 20110124415 A1 P011-05-26 HIMONO
11 0130337906 A1 P013-12-19 keda

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button| Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove
Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document | Country Kind | Publication Aplicant of cited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No | Number3 Code2j Code4| Date PP Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
1 P002-236773 IP A 2002-08-23 Painippon Printing Co Ltd X
2 P002-366852 P A 2002-12-20 Hiitoshinku Kk X
3 P001-353371 P A 2001-12-25 Konami Co Ltd, X

EFS Web 2.1.18 ALY REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JSM/
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sceipt date: 08/28/2019 16/531 838 -~ @AU: 371
Application Number 16531536
Filing Date 2019-08-05
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT - BT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
Konami Comp
4 P003-019356 P A 2003-01-21 Fntertainment X
5 P003-154172 P A 2003-05-27 Konami Co Ltid, X
6 P005-318995 P A 2005-11-17 Nintendo Co Ltd X
Konami, Digital
7 013027477 P A 2013-02-07 Entertainment Co Ltd &
8 P003-016333 P A 2003-01-17 Sharp Kk X
9 P008-220984 P A 2008-09-25 Nintendo Co Ltd X
10 011067534 P A 2011-04-07 Huno Gaming Co Ltd ]
Konami Digital
11 P007117656 P A 2007-05-17 - ntertainment ]
12 |jpoo1218981 P A 2001-08-14  |Kceo Inc X
13 003260266 P A 2003-09-16 Namco Ltd X
14 001259228 P A 2001-09-25 Enix Corp X
ALY REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JSM/
EFS Web 2.1.18
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sceipt date: 08/28/2019 16/531,5368 -~ @ayg: 371
Application Number 16531536
Filing Date 2019-08-05
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT  —— — BT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
15 014000103 P A 2014-01-09 |Pna KK ]
If you wish to add additional Fareign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
. .. | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite S - . )
e (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
Initials No . - .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
1 Beptember 10, 2013 International Search Report issued in Application No. PCT/JP2013/003899.
2 March 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. hd
3 March 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2014-007086. &
4 Pune 10, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. X|
5 Beptember 16, 2014 Japanese Office Aclion issued in Application No. 2014-142613. &
6 November 19, 20113 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. E|
7 Bocial Game Review 7: Social Gacha's payment encouragement scheme has overwhelmed network games [online], D
[5ameCast iPhone, February 11, 2012, (with partial translation}).
'POWER PRO KUN POCKET 14 OFFICIAL COMPLETE GUIDE", Enterbrain, 1st Edition, page 157, February 22,
8 . - - D
P012, (with partial translation).
ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JSM/
EFS Web 2.1.18
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sceipt date: 08/28/2019 16/531 838 -~ @AU: 371
Application Number 16531536
Filing Date 2019-08-05
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT - BT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

9 'DENGEKII YOEN KUNOICHI", Appli Fan, Cosmic Publishing, Vol. 2, pages 116-117, April 15, 2012. ]
10 LVJg:\AI?ESIT‘LIFE SPECIAL, NINTENDO OFFICIAL GUIDEBOOK, POKEMON XD, GALE OF DARKNESS, DARK ]
, Shogakukan Inc_, 1st Edition, page 152, October 1, 2005.
11 February 3, 2015 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-208126. X|
12 December 22, 2015 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2015-131303. X|
13 Dctober 4, 2016 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. X
14 December 1, 2016 Office Action Issued In U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219 |:|
15 February 21, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. XI
16 Eintendo_DR’_EAM August issue separate volume, Tomodachi Collection, Shima No Seikatsu Mankitsu Guide, Mainichi |:|
Communications Inc_, Vol. 14, No. 8, pg. 19, 2009.
17 May 9, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. z|
18 Baka Tsuku DS Touch and Direct Perfect Guide, ENTERBRAIN, INC_, First Version, pp. 74-76, January 8, 2009. |:|
19  |Jugust 25, 2017 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. |:|

EFS Web 2.1.18
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sceipt date: 08/28/2019 16/531 838 -~ @AU: 371
Application Number 16531536
Filing Date 2019-08-05
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT  —— — BT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
20 February 9, 2018 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. |:|
21 Pune 26, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020. X|
22 May 25, 2018 Notice of Allowance issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. |:|
23 Beptember 18, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020. X|
24 [Media Works Inc. "YOSHI'S ISLAND DS, THE COMPLETE GUIDE". 3rd Edition, pp. 6-9, June 5, 2007. ]
25 PigiCube Co., Ltd. "KINGDOM HEART'S ULTIMANIA". Revised Edition, pp. 17, 308, 312, June 12, 2003. ]
26 Enterbrain Inc. 7th DRAGON 2020, COMPLETE GUIDE". 1st Edition, pp. 28, January 10, 2012. ]
27 Bupercell, "THIRD ASSERTION DOCUMENT BY OBLIGORS," submitted in Case No. H30(Y0)22064 of JP Patent ]
No. 6276314, pp. 1-24, September 3, 2018.
8 [GMO, "SIGNIFICANTLY RENEWED "GACHA AND PONTA," submitted in Case No. H30(Y(0)22064 of JP Patent No. ]
b276314, pp. 1-2, November 19, 2009.
29 BANGACHA, "SUMMARY OF SPEC DESCRIPTION OF GACHA AND PONTA 2," submitted in Case No. H30(YO) ]
P2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-11, November 21, 2009.
30 IYAMAGUCHI Masahiro, "WHAT IS THE NEW "WINDOWS TOUCH" FUNCTION IN WINDOWS 77" submitted in Case ]
No. H30(Y0)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-13, October 23, 2009.
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sceipt date: 08/26/2019

16/531,5368 ~ apu: 371

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number

16531536

Filing Date

2019-08-05

First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Art Unit | 3715
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

31 NIKKEI Trendy Net, ™"WINDOWS 7 SALES START!" RELATED ARTICLE TO BE FURTHER ACQUAINTED WITH 7." D
Bubmitted in Case No. H30{Y0)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-4, October 23, 2009.

32 HobbyJAPAN Co., Ltd., "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3 - FIRST STEP GUIDE," submitted in Case No. H30 D
YQ)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 006, 007, 042, 043, March 1, 2010.

33 JTAKIZAWA Osamu, "BANDAI NAMCO, WIN "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3,™ submitted in Case No. H30(YO D
2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-6, February 25, 2010.

34 JTAKIZAWA Osamu, "BANDAI NAMCO, WIN "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3,"™ submitted in Case No. H30(YO D
P2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-2, printed on August 9, 2018.

35 Bupercell's Agent, "FUNCTION CONFIRMATION REPORT," submitted in Case No. H30(YO)22064 of JP Patent No. m
b276314, pp. 1-2, September 3, 2018.

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature

/James 8. McClellan/

Date Considered ‘

10/28/2018

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|

English language translation is attached.
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seeipt date: 08/26/2019 16/531,5368 ~ apu: 371

Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

Art Unit 3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) n |

Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection{s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date {(YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-08-26
Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number |72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 08/26/2019 16/531,538 - GAU: 3715

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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EAST Search History

EAST Search History
EAST Search History (Prior Art)

Ref {iHits §Search Query DBs Default {iPlurals §Time
# Operator Stamp
L1 1042563 {virtual Us- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 11:56
USPAT
L2 4552508 {online uUs- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 11:56
USPAT
L3 {1010 "scratch card" or "scratch cards" us- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 11:56
USPAT
L4 11399335 ji1 or 2 uUs- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 11:57
USPAT
L5 {71 4 near2 3 us- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 11:57
USPAT
L6 9381843 §@ad< "20120621" Us- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 11:57
§ USPAT
L7 45 5 and 6 us- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 11:57
USPAT
L17 {§221336 iinventory uUs- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 12:04
USPAT
L18 {6753 a63f13/30,55,67,69,79,798.cpc. uUs- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 12:04
USPAT
L19 {2519 18 and 6 us- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 12:04
USPAT
L20 4384718 ijrare or rarity us- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 12:04
USPAT
L21 §136 19 and 20 Us- OR OFF 2019/10/28
i PGPUB; 12:04
i USPAT
L22 677387 §reveal or scratch$ us- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 12:05
N USPAT
L23 i34 21 and 22 uUs- OR OFF 2019/10/28
PGPUB; 12:05
USPAT
L24 {11 ("20030008710" | "20040259642" | uUs- OR OFF 2019/10/28
"20050282634" | "20090247260" | PGPUB; 12:14
"20110124415" | "20110294558" | USPAT
"20120004038" | "20120202575" |
"20130337906" | "20140038716" |
"20140143687").PN.

file:///C/Users/jmcclellan/Documents/e-Red%20Folder/16531536/EASTSearchHistory.16531536_AccessibleVersion.htm[10/28/2019 12:17:22 PM]
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EAST Search History

L25 {4 §("2014/0038716").URPN. USPAT {{OR OFF 2019/10/28
12:15
L26 {0 25 and 6 USPAT {{OR OFF 2019/10/28
12:15
S1 {93663 video adj game$2 US- OR OFF 2016/11/28
PGPUB; 11:03
USPAT
S2 6567737 item$2 or object$2 US- OR OFF 2016/11/28
i PGPUB; 11:03
§ USPAT
S3 176873 {linventory us- OR OFF 2016/11/28
PGPUB; 11:03
USPAT
S4 {42 S1 with S2 with S3 Us- OR OFF 2016/11/28
PGPUB; 11:03
USPAT
S5 9326423 {@ad< "20120621" us- OR OFF 2016/11/28
PGPUB; 11:04
USPAT
S6 {25 S5 and $4 us- OR OFF 2016/11/28
PGPUB; 11:04
USPAT
S7 i ("20140038716").PN. us- OR OFF 2016/11/28
PGPUB; 11:04
USPAT;
USOCR
S8 {3 ("20040259642" | "20050282634" | us- OR OFF 2016/11/28
"20090124393").PN. PGPUB; 11:05
USPAT
S9 i3 S8 and S5 us- OR OFF 2016/11/28
PGPUB; 11:05
USPAT
S10 {8 §("2005/0282634").URPN. USPAT {{OR OFF 2016/11/28
11:05
S11 {17 §"409,219" USPAT {{OR OFF 2016/11/28
11:06
S12 {{3975 a63f13/30,55,67,69,79,798.cpc. Us- OR OFF 2016/11/28
PGPUB; 12:02
USPAT
S13 {3545 S2 and S12 Us- OR OFF 2016/11/28
PGPUB; 12:02
USPAT
S14 {524 S13 and S3 Us- OR OFF 2016/11/28
PGPUB; 12:03
USPAT
S15 {280 S14 and S5 Us- OR OFF 2016/11/28
PGPUB; 12:03
USPAT
S16 §101490 ijvideo adj game$2 us- OR OFF 2017/07/10
PGPUB; 13:46
USPAT
S17 16819081 item$2 or object$2 US- OR OFF 2017/07/10
i PGPUB; 13:46
_ USPAT
S18 185308 §inventory Us- OR OFF 2017/07/10
i PGPUB; 13:46

file:///C/Users/jmcclellan/Documents/e-Red%20Folder/16531536/EASTSearchHistory.16531536_AccessibleVersion.htm[10/28/2019 12:17:22 PM]
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EAST Search History

file:///C/Users/jmcclellan/Documents/e-Red%20Folder/16531536/EASTSearchHistory.16531536_AccessibleVersion.htm[10/28/2019 12:17:22 PM]

L N JusPAT { :
S19 47 S16 with S17 with S18 Us- OR OFF 2017/07/10
PGPUB; 13:46
ASSCCCOeey USPAT\\- xssnnnas Antaianad
S20 9350455 {i@ad< "20120621" Us- OR OFF 2017/07/10
PGPUB; 13:46
USPAT
S21 {25 S20 and S19 Us- OR OFF 2017/07/10
PGPUB; 13:46
USPAT
S22 {17 "409,219" USPAT {OR OFF 2018/02/02
14:40
S23 {25 "409,219" Us- OR OFF 2018/02/02
PGPUB; 14:41
USPAT
S24 §112301 {ivideo adj game$2 uUs- OR OFF 2018/05/14
PGPUB; 14:38
USPAT
S25 17165320 {item$2 or object$2 Us- OR OFF 2018/05/14
PGPUB; 14:38
USPAT
S26 {{197774 iinventory Us- OR OFF 2018/05/14
PGPUB; 14:38
USPAT
S27 {55 824 with S25 with S26 Us- OR OFF 2018/05/14
PGPUB; 14:38
§ USPAT
S28 565075 {randomly Us- OR OFF 2018/05/14
PGPUB; 14:38
USPAT
S29 {198 rarity adj value Us- OR OFF 2018/05/14
PGPUB; 14:38
USPAT
S30 {5619 virtual adj game Us- OR OFF 2018/05/14
PGPUB; 14:38
USPAT
S31 {0 S28 with S29 with S30 us- OR OFF 2018/05/14
PGPUB; 14:38
USPAT
S32 {14434 game adj server Us- OR OFF 2019/01/07
PGPUB; 10:14
USPAT;
USOCR
S33 583 §rare adj item$2 Us- OR OFF 2019/01/07
\ PGPUB; 10:14
USPAT;
i USOCR
S34 19376259 {i@ad< "20120621" Us- OR OFF 2019/01/07
PGPUB; 10:14
“““““““ n|USPAT
S35 {81 S32 and S33 us- OR OFF 2019/01/07
PGPUB; 10:14
USPAT
S36 {5 834 and S35 us- OR OFF 2019/01/07
PGPUB; 10:14
i USPAT
S37 {5916 §Ea63f13/30,55,67,69,79,798.cpc. us- OR OFF 2019/01/07
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EAST Search History

PGPUB; 10:33
USPAT
S38 {{120526 {video adj game$2 Us- OR OFF 2019/01/07
PGPUB; 10:34
USPAT
S39 i ("20110124415").PN. Us- OR OFF 2019/02/15
PGPUB; 09:25
USPAT;
USOCR
$40 {1 ("9208636").PN. Us- OR OFF 2019/02/18
PGPUB; 10:13
USPAT;
USOCR
S41 119378604 §@ad< "20120621" Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:52
N USPAT
$42 ¥3 ("20040259642" | "20050282634" | Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
"20090124393").PN. PGPUB; 13:52
USPAT
$43 3 $42 and S41 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:52
USPAT
$44 124748 video adj game$2 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:52
USPAT
$45 7563523 {litem$2 or object$2 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:52
USPAT
$46 {{212322 inventory Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:52
USPAT
S47 467 S44 with $45 with $46 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
i PGPUB; 13:52
N USPAT
$49 §124748 {video adj game$2 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:52
USPAT
S50 {14965 game adj server Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:55
USPAT;
USOCR
S51 {604 §rare adj item$2 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
i PGPUB; 13:55
USPAT;
i USOCR
S52 19378604 {@ad< "20120621" Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:55
USPAT
S53 {185 S50 and S51 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:55
USPAT
S54 5 S52 and S53 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:55
USPAT
S55 {{124748 §video adj game$2 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:55
USPAT
i i

file:///C/Users/jmcclellan/Documents/e-Red%20Folder/16531536/EASTSearchHistory.16531536_AccessibleVersion.htm[10/28/2019 12:17:22 PM]
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EAST Search History

N

S56 17563523 {litem$2 or object$2 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:55
i USPAT
S57 §212322 {inventory Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:55
USPAT
S58 {67 S55 with S56 with S57 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:55
USPAT
S59 19378604 {@ad< "20120621" Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:55
USPAT
S60 {28 S59 and S58 Us- OR OFF 2019/04/29
PGPUB; 13:55
USPAT
S61 {1 ("20080113809").PN. Us- OR OFF 2019/05/08
PGPUB; 15:50
USPAT;
USOCR
S62 {6049 walker-j$.in. Us- OR OFF 2019/05/10
PGPUB; 14:18
USPAT;
USOCR
S63 564398 {customiz$ Us- OR OFF 2019/05/10
PGPUB; 14:19
USPAT;
USOCR
S64 {1118 S62 and S63 Us- OR OFF 2019/05/10
PGPUB; 14:19
USPAT;
USOCR
S65 {15 walker-jay.in. Us- OR OFF 2019/05/10
PGPUB; 14:19
USPAT,;
USOCR
S66 {31555 wager Us- OR OFF 2019/05/10
PGPUB; 14:19
USPAT;
USOCR
S67 {496 S64 and S66 Us- OR OFF 2019/05/10
PGPUB; 14:20
USPAT;
USOCR

10/28/2019 12:17:19 PM
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Www.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956
25944 7590 09/12/2019 | XANINGR |
OLIFF PLC

P.O. BOX 320850
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
3715
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
09/12/2019 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

OfficeAction25944@oliff.com
jarmstrong @oliff.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
16/531,536 YOSHIKAWA et al.
Decision Granting Request for
Prioritized Examination (Track /) Examiner Art Unit AIA (FITF) Status
CHERYL P GIBSON OPET No
BAYLOR

1. THE REQUEST FILED 05 August 2019 IS GRANTED .

The above-identified application has met the requirements for prioritized examination
A. for an original nonprovisional application (Track I).
B. (J for an application undergoing continued examination (RCE).

2. The above-identified application will undergo prioritized examination. The application will be
accorded special status throughout its entire course of prosecution until one of the following occurs:

A. filing a petition for extension of time to extend the time period for filing a reply;

B. filing an amendmen mend th lication ntain more than four in
claims, more than thirty total claims , or a multiple dependent claim;

filing a request for continued examination ;

filing a notice of appeal;
filing a request for suspension of action;
mailing of a notice of allowance;

mailing of a final Office action;

I o mmo o

completion of examination as defined in 37 CFR 41.102; or

l. abandonment of the application.

Telephone inquiries with regard to this decision should be directed to CHERYL GIBSON BAYLOR at (5671
)272-3213. In his/her absence, calls may be directed to Petition Help Desk at (571) 272-3282.

/CHERYL GIBSON BAYLOR/
Paralegal Specialist, OPET

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTO-2298 (Rev. 02-2012)
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Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (02-18)

L . . - Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are reguired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Number 16531536
Filing Date P019-08-05
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ”rsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT | ——— EE
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name | Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(gm*lner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na“.’e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
Examiner| .. Publication Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages Columns, Lines where
. Cite No . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial Number Code'| Date of cited Document .
Figures Appear
1 0110294558 A1 P011-12-01 Kim
2 0030008710 A1l P003-01-09 lYamaoka et al.
3 0050282634 A1 P005-12-22 Yamada et al.
4 0140038716 A1l P014-02-06 Fndo
5 0040259642 A1 P004-12-23 Tanaka et al.

EFS Web 2.1.18
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 16531536
Filing Date 2019-08-05
First Named Inventor | Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit |3715

Examiner Name | Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

6 0120004038 A1l P012-01-05 \an Luchene
7 0140143687 Al P014-05-22 Tan et al.

8 0120202575 Al P012-08-09 Matsuno

9 0090247260 A1l P009-10-01 [Goto et al.

10 20110124415 Al P011-05-26 SHIMONO
11 0130337906 A1l P013-12-19 fkeda

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove
Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns,Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Aoolicant of cited where Relevant TS
Initial* No | Number3 Code2i Code?| Date PP Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
1 P002-236773 P A 2002-08-23 Dainippon Printing Co Ltd X
2 P002-366852 P A 2002-12-20 Hiitoshinku Kk =
3 P001-353371 UP A 2001-12-25 KKonami Co Ltd, &
EFS Web 2.1.18
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 16531536
Filing Date 2019-08-05
First Named Inventor | Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit |3715

Examiner Name | Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

4 |p003-019356 jp A |2003-01-21 Eﬁ?earglur?n?m X
5 |p003-154172 P A [2003-05-27 ||Konami Co Ltd, X
6 |po05-318995 Jp A [2005-11-17 |[Nintendo Co Ltd X
7 |po13-027477 P A |2013.02:07 Eﬁ{‘earg'm 'r?]ig:f'c() Lt X
8 |p003-016333 P A [2003-01-17 ||hamp Kk X
9 |poos-220984 jp A [2008-09-25 |Nintendo Co Ltd X
10 011067534 P A [2011-0407 |juno Gaming Co Ltd ]
11 |[poo7117656 jp A |2007-0517 Eﬁ{‘:rgiin[::g:ﬁ' ]
12 |p001218981 P A [2001-08-14 |keeoInc X
13 |po03260266 P A [2003-09-16 |Namco Ltd X
14 |p001259228 jp A [2001-09-25 |[Enix Corp X
EFS Web 2.1.18

Supercell

Exhibit 1006

Page 56




INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

First Named Inventor |Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Art Unit |3715

Examiner Name | Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

15 0014000103 P A 2014-01-09 Dna KK []
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
. .. | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite o . . )
1w (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
Initials No . ; .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
1 BSeptember 10, 2013 International Search Report issued in Application No. PCT/JP2013/003899.
2 March 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. hod
3 March 11, 2014 Japanese Office Aclion issued in Application No. 2014-007086. X|
4 June 10, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. @
5 Beptember 16, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2014-142613. @
6 November 19, 2013 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. g
7 Social Game Review 7: Social Gacha's payment encouragement scheme has overwhelmed network games [online], D
[GameCast iPhone, February 11, 2012, (with partial translation}).
'POWER PRO KUN POCKET 14 OFFICIAL COMPLETE GUIDE", Enterbrain, 1st Edition, page 157, February 22,
’ ith partal ranslati O
P012, (with partial translation).
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Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Un
- it | 3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name | Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

9 'DENGEKI! YOEN KUNOICHI", Appli Fan, Cosmic Publishing, Vol. 2, pages 116-117, April 15, 2012. []
10 "WONDER LIFE SPECIAL, NINTENDO OFFICIAL GUIDEBOOK, POKEMON XD, GALE OF DARKNESS, DARK ]
| UGIA”, Shogakukan Inc., 1st Edition, page 152, October 1, 2005.
11 February 3, 2015 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-208126. X|
12 PDecember 22, 2015 Office Aclion issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2015-131303. g
13 Dctober 4, 2016 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. @
14 PDecember 1, 2016 Office Action Issued In U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219 D
15 February 21, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. E|
16 Nintendo DREAM August issue separate volume, Tomodachi Collection, Shima No Seikatsu Mankitsu Guide, Mainichi H
Communications Inc., Vol. 14, No. 8, pg. 19, 2009.
17 May 9, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. E|
18 Baka Tsuku DS Touch and Direct Perfect Guide, ENTERBRAIN, INC., First Version, pp. 74-76, January 8, 2009. |:|
19 [Pwugust 25, 2017 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. D
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Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Un
- it | 3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name | Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

20 February 9, 2018 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219.

21 June 26, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020.

22 May 25, 2018 Notice of Allowance issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219.

23 Beptember 18, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020.

24 Media Works Inc. "YOSHI'S ISLAND DS, THE COMPLETE GUIDE". 3rd Edition, pp. 6-9, June 5, 2007.

25 DigiCube Co., Ltd. "KINGDOM HEART'S ULTIMANIA". Revised Edition, pp. 17, 308, 312, June 12, 2003.

26 Enterbrain Inc. 7th DRAGON 2020, COMPLETE GUIDE". 1st Edition, pp. 28, January 10, 2012.

57 Bupercell, "THIRD ASSERTION DOCUMENT BY OBLIGORS," submitted in Case No. H30(Y0)22064 of JP Patent
No. 6276314, pp. 1-24, September 3, 2018.

8 [GMO, "SIGNIFICANTLY RENEWED "GACHA AND PONTA," submitted in Case No. H30(Y0)22064 of JP Patent No.
6276314, pp. 1-2, November 19, 2009.

29 BANGACHA, "SUMMARY OF SPEC DESCRIPTION OF GACHA AND PONTA 2," submitted in Case No. H3G(YO)
P2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-11, November 21, 2009.

30 IYAMAGUCHI Masahiro, "WHAT IS THE NEW "WINDOWS TOUCH" FUNCTION IN WINDOWS 7?" submitted in Case
No. H30(Y0)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-13, October 23, 2009.
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Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor | Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit | 3715
Examiner Name | Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

31 NIKKEI Trendy Net, ™WINDOWS 7 SALES START!" RELATED ARTICLE TO BE FURTHER ACQUAINTED WITH 7." ]
Fubmitted in Case No. H30(Y0)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-4, October 23, 2009.

32 HobbyJAPAN Co., Ltd., "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3 - FIRST STEP GUIDE," submitted in Case No. H30 M
YO)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 006, 007, 042, 043, March 1, 2010.

33 JTAKIZAWA Osamu, "BANDAI NAMCO, WIN "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3,™ submitted in Case No. H30(YO ]
P2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-6, February 25, 2010.

34 JTAKIZAWA Osamu, "BANDAI NAMCO, WIN "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3,™ submitted in Case No. H30(YO ]
P2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-2, printed on August 9, 2018.

35 Bupercell's Agent, "FUNCTION CONFIRMATION REPORT," submitted in Case No. H30{Y0)22064 of JP Patent No. D
6276314, pp. 1-2, September 3, 2018.

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add
EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I Date Considered “

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confermance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

First Named Inventor |Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

- Art Unit | 3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name | Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature {B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-08-26
Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number |72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you bhe given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S5.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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PATENT APPLICATION

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of: Attorney Docket No.: 163485.02
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al.

Application No.: 16/531,536 Confirmation No.: 4956

Filed: August 5, 2019 Art Unit: 3715

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME Examiner: Not Yet Assigned

SERVER, AND PROGRAM

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 Form. Unless otherwise indicated
herein, one copy of each item(s) is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made

of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom.

D=( 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months
of the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of
a first Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee
is required.

6830901v.1 163485.02
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Application No. 16/531,536

X 2. The references cited herein were cited by or submitted to the Office in parent
Application No. 16/053,149, filed August 2, 2018, which is relied upon for an earlier
filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120. Thus, no copy of any such reference is attached.
37 CFR §1.98(d). It is also understood that the Examiner will consider in this
application all of the information that has been considered by the Office in the parent
application(s), including the Office Actions and other papers issued in such

application(s). See MPEP §609.02.

JAO:BGN/azk
Date: August 26, 2019

OLIFF PLC

P.O. Box 320850

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850
Telephone: (703) 836-6400

Respectfully submitted,

Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson /
James A. OIliff

Registration No.: 27,075

B. Graham Nelson

Registration No.: 72,699

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
AUTHORIZATION
Please grant any extension

Charge any fee due to our
Deposit Account No. 15-0461

necessary for entry of this filing;

2.
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 36976098
Application Number: 16531536
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4956

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Customer Number:

25944

Filer:

Joel S. Armstrong/Allison Kuhnell

Filer Authorized By:

Joel S. Armstrong

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.02
Receipt Date: 26-AUG-2019
Filing Date: 05-AUG-2019
Time Stamp: 13:54:28

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document Document Description File Name File Slze(B){tes)/ Multl. .Pages
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
1037141
. . 20190826_-
1 Information DFlsclosuSIEOSStatement (IDs) _Information_Disclosure_State no 9
orm ) ment_Fillable_PDF.pdf 5884834c0827adeSef23432f77c4e737a524)
aed7
Warnings:
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Information:

21585
2 Transmittal Letter Information_Disclosure_State no 2
ment.pdf
eOab3beS5aa49347bf8f066dd4f0adfa2f28al
7a2

Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes)1 1058726

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1430

WWW.USpto.gov

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER I 371(c) DATE UNIT I FIL FEE RECD I ATTY.DOCKET.NO ITOT CLAIMS I IND CLAIMSl
16/531,536 08/05/2019 1720 163485.02 18 3
CONFIRMATION NO. 4956
25944 FILING RECEIPT

.0, BOX 320850 RO O 2 ML

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850
Date Mailed: 08/16/2019

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional utility patent application. The application will be taken up for
examination in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence
concerning the application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER,
FILING DATE, NAME OF FIRST INVENTOR, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are
subject to collection.

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a corrected Filing Receipt, including a properly marked-up ADS showing the changes
with strike-through for deletions and underlining for additions. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" or
other Notice requiring a response for this application, please submit any request for correction to this Filing Receipt
with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections provided that the request is grantable.

Inventor(s)
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA, Tokyo, JAPAN,;
Tomohiro TSUKIHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Norikazu KATO, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Tomoki YASUHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Applicant(s)
GREE, INC., Tokyo, JAPAN;
Assignment For Published Patent Application
GREE, INC., Tokyo, JAPAN

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 25944

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 16/053,149 08/02/2018
which is a CON of 14/409,219 12/18/2014 PAT 10076708
which is a 371 of PCT/JP2013/003899 06/21/2013

Foreign Applications (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.)
JAPAN 2012-140213 06/21/2012 No Access Code Provided

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes
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Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 08/15/2019

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 16/531,536

Projected Publication Date: 11/21/2019
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
Title

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM
Preliminary Class

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No
PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,

this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
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countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
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technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http:/www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number
Substitute for Form PTO-875 16/531,536
APPLICATION AS FILED - PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($)
BASIC FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(2). (). or (d)) N/A N/A N/A N/A 300
SEARCH FEE
R e ) N/A N/A N/A N/A 660
EXAMINATION FEE
A ON T N/A N/A N/A N/A 760
TOTAL CLAIMS ' *
(37 CFR 1.16()) 18 minus 20= OR [x 100 - 0.00
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS . *
(37 CFR 1.16(h) 3 minus 3 = x 460 = 0.00
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE | sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00
* |f the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2. TOTAL TOTAL 1720
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART II
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
< AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
i Total . i w =
s (37 CFg ?.15(\)) Minus = OR |x =
a Independent * Minus | *** =
E (37 CFR 1.16(h)) = OR |«x =
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
m AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE($) RATE®) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
w Total * Minus A = =
= (37 CFg ?.15(\)) OR |x -
% Independent * Minus | *** = = OR [x =
w (37 CFR 1.16(h)) - -
E: Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
OR
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16()))
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".
*** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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Doc Code: TRACK1.REQ

Document Description: TrackOne Request
PTO/AIA/424 (04-14)

CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION
UNDER 37 CFR 1.102(e) (Page 1 of 1)

E:/Setn';l:?m Tsuyoshi YOSH|KAWA E:;xrr](;:visional Application Number (if New U.S. Patent Application
Eggn(:ifon: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

APPLICANT HEREBY CERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTS PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION FOR
THE ABOVE-IDENTIFIED APPLICATION.

1. The processing fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(i)(1) and the prioritized examination fee set forth in
37 CFR 1.17(c) have been filed with the request. The publication fee requirement is met
because that fee, set forth in 37 CFR 1.18(d), is currently $0. The basic filing fee, search fee,
and examination fee are filed with the request or have been already been paid. | understand
that any required excess claims fees or application size fee must be paid for the application.

2. | understand that the application may not contain, or be amended to contain, more than four
independent claims, more than thirty total claims, or any multiple dependent claims, and that
any request for an extension of time will cause an outstanding Track | request to be dismissed.

3. The applicable box is checked below:

1. [v] Original Application (Track One) - Prioritized Examination under § 1.102(e)(1)

i. (a) The application is an original nonprovisional utility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a).
This certification and request is being filed with the utility application via EFS-Web.
---OR---
(b) The application is an original nonprovisional plant application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a).
This certification and request is being filed with the plant application in paper.

ii. An executed inventor’s oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.63 or 37 CFR 1.64 for each
inventor, or the application data sheet meeting the conditions specified in 37 CFR 1.53(f)(3)(i) is
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iii. The application is an original nonprovisional utility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a), oris
a national stage entry under 35 U.S.C. 371.

iv. This certification and request is being filed prior to the mailing of a first Office action responsive
to the request for continued examination.

v. No prior request for continued examination has been granted prioritized examination status
under 37 CFR 1.102(e)(2).
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DESCRIPTION

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION
[0001] This application is a continuation of US 16/053,149 filed August 2, 2018, which
is a continuation of US 14/409,219 filed December 18, 2014, which is a National Stage of
PCT/JP2013/003899 filed June 21, 2013 and is based on and claims priority to and the benefit of
Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-140213 filed June 21, 2012, the entire contents of the

above applications being incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD
[0002] The present invention relates to a game control method, a game server, and a
program.

BACKGROUND ART
[0003] Conventionally, in a battle game server, each user's deck is formed by a plurality

of battle cards or the like stored for each user, and the battle game server allows a plurality of
users to compete with each other based on the total value of the attack strength and defense
strength of the deck (for example, see Patent Literature 1). In such a battle game server, the user
acquires a battle card by methods such as purchasing the battle card or obtaining the battle card
by winning a battle against an opponent.
CITATION LIST
Patent Literature
[0004] Patent Literature 1: JP 2008-220984 A

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
(Technical Problem)
[0005] In a conventional battle game server, however, the methods for acquiring battle
cards and the like are limited, causing the user to lose interest in the game. In particular, since it
is difficult to acquire a battle card or the like with a high rarity value, the user ends up with the
impression that such an item cannot be acquired at all and suffers a drastic loss of interest in the
game.

[0006] Accordingly, the present invention has been conceived in light of
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the above problems and provides a game control method, a game server, and a
program that can increase the variations on methods for acquiring battle cards
and the like, incresse the predictability of acquisition of a card or the like
with 8 high rarity value or the like, and beighten interest in the game,
{Solution to Problem)

fega7] A pame control method according te the present invention for
solving the above problems includes the steps of: (a) presenting a
compmunication terminal, connecied over 3 communication line, with
acquirable item information that, for esch item type, includss a total count and
an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when receiving, from
the communication terminal, a reguest to present information related to itoms
acguirable by the communication terminsal; (b} determining an item to provide
to the commusnication terminal when receiving an item acquisition regquest
from the communication terminal; and {c) changing the acguirable item
information when receiving a reset request from the communication terminal,
[80po68] In the game control method according to the present invention, in
step (a), a method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to
the communication terminal may differ between g first item and & second item,
a numerical value of the item type being at least & predetermined value for the
first item, and the numerical value of the item type being less than the
predetermined valus for the second item.

[6085] In the game coniral method scocording to the present invention, the
acguirable item information for the first item may include identification
information or an image for an item,

{8e18} In the game control method sccording to the present invention,
information on another user who has acquired the first item may be presanted,
(8611} In the game control method according to the present invention, in
step {b). based on a selection regquest from the comumunication terminal, one
item selected from among items for which the count of necessary attempis for
sequisition is at most the predstermined value may be determined to be the
item o provide,

[0812] A game server according to the present invention includes:
information presenistion means for presenting a communication terminal,

connscted over 2 communication lins, with acquirable item information that,
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for each item type, includes a total count and an acquisition count or a
non-acquisition count of items when a reguest to present information related
to items acquirable by the communication terminal is received from the
communication terminal; and control means for determining an item to
provide te the communication terminal when an item acquisition reguest is
received from the communication terminal, such that the control means
changes the acquirable item information when receiving a reset request from
the communication ferminal,

{8813} In the game server according to the present invention, the
information presentation means may adopt a different method for presenting
the acquirable item information presented to the communication terminsl for a
first item than for a second item, & numerical value of the item type being at
least a predetermined value for the first item, and the numerical value of the
item type being less than the predetermined value for the second item

[8014] In the game server according to the present invention, the
acquirable item information for the first item may include identification
information or an image for an item,

0618} In the game server according to the present invention, the
information presenistion means may present information on another user who
has acquired the first item.

[0016] In the game server accordisg to the present invention, based on a
selection request from the communication terminal, the control means may
determine ome item selected from among items for which the count of
necessary atiempts for acquisition is at most the predetermined value to be the
item to provide,

8017} A program according to ths present invention is for causing a
computer that functions as a battle game server to perform the steps of: {a}
presenting s comumunication terminal, connected over a communication line,
with acguirable item information that, for each item tvpe, includes & total
count and an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when
receiving, from the communication terminal, a request to present information
related to items acquirable by the communication terminal; (b) determining an
itemn to provide to the communication terminal when recsivisg am item

acquisition request from the communication terminal; and () changing the
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acquirable item information when receiving a rtesst request from the
communication terminal.

{6818} In the program according to the present invention, in step (a), a
method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to the
communication terminal may differ between a first item snd a second item, a
numerical value of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the
first item, and the numerical valoe of the itern type being less than the
predetermined value for the second item.

{6013} In the program according to the present invention, the acguirable
item information for the first item mav include identification information or

an image for an item.

(6020} In the program according to the present invention, in step {(a),
information on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented.
[0621] In the program according to the present invention, in step (b),

hased on a selsction request from the communication terminal, one item
selected from among items for which the count of necsssary attempts for
acquisition is at most the predetermined value may be determined to be the
item {o provide.

(Advantageous Effect of Invention)

jpe2z] According to the game control method, game server, and program
of the present invention, it iz possible to increase the variations on methods
for acquiring battle cards and the like, invrease the predictability of
acquisition of a card or the like with a high mumerical value for the item type,

and heighten inierest in the game.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

j8623} The present invention will be further described below with
reference to the accompanving drawings, wherein:

FIG. | is o block diagram of s battle game server in Embodiment 1;

FIGS. 2{a), 2{(b), and 2{c} are examples of an item information table in
Embodiment 1;

FI(: 3 is an example of a user information table in Embodiment 1;

FIG. 4 1s an example of item data in Embodiment 1;

FIG. 5 is an example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 1;
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FIG, 6 is a flowchart of operations by the battle game server in
Embeodiment 1:

FIGS. 7(a)} and 7(b) sre examples of acquirable item information in
Embodiment 2; ‘

FIG. 8§ is an example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 3;

FIG. ¢ is an example of a scraich card for selection in Embodiment 3;

and
FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b}) are examples of a screen for selscting an item to

acquire,

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[oaz4) The following describes embodiments of the present invention,
6028 Embodiment |

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a battle game server 1 in Embodiment 1 of
the present invention. The baitle game server I according to Embodiment 1 of
the present invention includes a communication unit 10, a memory unit 11, an
information presentation unit 12, and 3 control unit 13,
(0026} The communication unit 10 communicates with a communication
terminal 2 over sither or both of a wireless and wired conmnection.
(8827} In associstion with identification information uniguely allocated to
each user that operates a communication terminsl 2 (veferred to below as user
identification information), the memeory unit 11 stores information on items to
provide, a total count of items, ifem type, and an acquisition count. An “item™
refers to any of a varisty of objects used within a gams, such as a battle card
constituting a user’s deck, 8 character, 3 wespon, armeor, sn ornament, a plant,
food, and the like. The item type is a numerical value representing the rarity
value of the item, a numerical value representing the category of the item, or
the like.
[0028] Specifically, the memory unit 11 stores this information by
dividing the information among tables. A plurality of item information tables
11la to 111¢c, a user information table 112, and item data 113 are stored in the
mermory unit 11. While three item information tables are described here, this
example is not Hmiting, and the sumber of item information tables may be two
or fewer, or four or more,
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[0823] The item information tables 1lla to llic are tables including
information on the total count of items and the item type. FIGS. 2(a) to 2{(c}
illustrate examples of the item information tables 11la to 111c. As illusteated
in FIGS. 2{8) to 2{c), for example the item information table 111s includes
item identification information “UNI1”, an item name “item A", and an item
type “3". The item identification information is an identifier for umiquely
identifying an item in the present system. The item information tables 11ia to
itie are provided with tfable identification information for umniquely
identifying an item information table in the battle game server I. Here, the
item information tables 111a to 11le are respectively provided with “TIDL™,
“TID2”, and “TID3™ as the table identification information,

[0G36] The user information table 112 is a table storing, for each user, the
provided items and information for caleulating an item acguisition count. The
user information table 112 associates the user identification information, table
identification informestion, and identification information of provided itemas.
[8831] FIG. 3 illustrates an example of the user information table 112. As
illustrated in FIG 3, the user informstion tsble 112 includes user
identification information “UID1™, table identification information “TIDE”,
identification information of provided items “UNI2” and “UNI4”, and the
liks.

{06323 The item data 113 stores data on an Image for an item provided to
the user in association with item identification information. FIG, 4 illustrates
an example of the item data 113. As illusirated in FIG. 4, the item dats for
example includes item identification information “UNIL”, an item image
“item A lmage”, and the like. The image data may be in any image format,
such as JPEQG, GIF, PNG, or the like.

[8033}) When rveceiving a request to present information from the
communication terminal 2, then based on information, stored in the memory
unit 11, that corresponds to the user identification informstion pertaining to
the communication terminal 2, the information presesiation umit 12 presents
the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with acquirable
item information that includes information, for each item iype, on a total
count and sn acquisition count of items.

68343 Bpecifically, when a reguest o preseni informsation is received
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from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based
on the item information tables 111g to 11le, the information presentation unit
12 tallice the total count of {tems for cach item type. The information
presentation unit 12 also refers to the user information table 112 to caleulate
the acquisition count of items for each item type based on the identification
information of provided items and the table identification information that
correspond to  the wuser idestification {nformation pertaining to the
communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents
the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the result
of calculation as the acquirable item information.

[6035] FIG. § is an example of the acquirable item information that the
information presentation unit 12 presents. FIG. § illustrates an example of the
écquira‘bie item information presented when a request to present information
is received from the communication terminal 2 and the user identification
information pertaining to the comumunication terminal 2 is “UIDI”. As
illustrated in FIG 5, information 501 on the total count and information 503
on the acquisition count of items for sach item type are presented to the
communication terminal 2. The case of presenting the acquisition count has
been described above, yet this example is not limiting. For example, =&
non-acquisition count mmay be presented by subtracting the acquisition count
from the total count of items.

{8836] The control unit I3 performs a variety of conirol pertaining to the
battle game server 1. For example, when receiving an item acguisition request
from the communication terminal 2, the control unit 13 determines one item to
provide to the communication terminal 2 based on information corresponding
to the user identification information pertaining to the communication
terminal 2.

0837} Specifically, when receiving an item acquisition reguest from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13
refers to the user information table 112, and based on the table identification
information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2, retricves the item information table, Next,
the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the

identification information of provided items that corresponds t¢ the user
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identification information pertaining to the communication terminszl 2.
Subsequently, the conirel unit 13 refers to one of the item information tables
tiia to llle, randomly selects an item not included in the identification
information of provided items, and determines that the selected item is the
item to provide to the communication terminal 2,

i6838] The control unit 13 then provides the item to the communication
terminal 2 via the comununication unit 10. Specifically, the control unit 13
refers to the item data 113 and provides the communication terminal 2, via the
communication unit 10, with the item image corresponding to the item
identification information pertaining to the item to be provided. The control
unit 13 alse adds the item identification information pertaining to the
provided item to the user information table 112 as identification information
of provided itens,

[8039] For example, when an item acguisition regquest is received from the
communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminsl 2 is “UID1”, then the control unit 13 refers to
the wuser information table 112, and based on the table identification
information “TID1” corrssponding to UID, retrieves the item information
table 11ia. Mext, the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 1172
and retrieves the identification information of provided items that corresponds
to “UIDI". Subseguently, the conirol unit refers to the item information table
11la, randomly selects item identification information not included in the
identification information of provided items {for exampls, “UNIPY, and
detormings that the sclected item is the item to provide to the communication
terminsl 2. The control unit 13 then refers to the itewe data 113 and provides
the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 18, with the item
image “item A image” corresponding to the item identification information
“UNIL” pertaining to the item to be provided. The control usnit 13 also adds
the item identification information *“UNI1” pertaining to the provided item to
the user information table 112 as identification information of provided items.
[6048] Furthermore, in the present invention, the battle game ssrver 1 is
configured to allow for reccipt of a reset request at any time from the
communication terminal 2. In general terms, the reset request is a reguest for

resetting the current user information table 112. When receiving 3 reset

POI31690-PCT-US (8/24)

Supercell
Exhibit 1006
Page 80



16

is

28

23

3¢

request from the communication terminal 2 pertaining 1o predetermined user
identification information, the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the
memory unit 11, the table identification information and identification
information of provided items that correspond to the wser identification
information pertaining to the communication terminal 2.

{0841} Specifically, when receiving a reset request from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13
changes the table identification information that corresponds to the user
identification information pertaining te the comnunication terminal 2 and that
wag stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other
table identification information.

{6042} For example, when a reset reguest is recsived $from the
communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2 is “UID1”, the control unit 13 changes the
table identification information that correspomds to “UID1” of the user
information table 112 randomly from “TID1” to “TID2” or “TID3™,

[8043] Next, operations by the battle game gerver 1 in Embodiment | of
the present invention are described using the flowchert in FIG. 6. 1t is assumed
that the tables illustrated im FIGE, 2(a), 2(b), and 2{c) through FIG 4 have
been stored in advance in the memory unit 11 at the time of operation by the
battle game server 1.

o844} First, when s reguest to present information is received from the
communication terminal 2 (step 81}, then based on information, stored in the
memory unit 11, that corresponds to the user identification informstion
pertaining to the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit
12 presents the communication terminal 2, via the communication wunit 10,
with acquirable item Information that includes information, for sach item typs,
on the total count and the acquisition count of items {step 82).

{8045} Specifically, when a request to present information is received
from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based
on the item information tables 111a to 111c, the information presentation unit
12 tallies the total count of items for each item type. The information
presentation unit 12 also refers to the user information table 112 to calculate

the acquisition count of items for each item type based on the identification
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information of provided items and the table identification information that
correspond  to  the user identification informeation pertsining to the
communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents
the communication terminal 2, via the conununication unit 19, with the result
of caloculation as the acguirable item information,

[0046] Subsequently, when receiving an item acquisition request from the
communication termfnai 2 {step 83), the control unit 13 determines one item
to provide to the communication termimal 2 based on information
corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2 {step 84).

(0347} Specifically, when recsiving an item acquisition request from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13
refers to the user information able 112, and based on the table identification
information that corresponds o the vser identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table. Next,
the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the
identification information of provided items that corresponds to the user
identification information periaining to the communication terminal 2.
Subsequently, the conirel unit 13 refers to one of the item information takles
1iia to 1llc, randomly selects an item not included in the identification
information of provided items, and determines that the selected item is the
item to provide to the communication terminal 2.

§ea48) Subsequently, the contrel wunit 13 provides the item fo the
communication terminal 2 via the communication umit 10 (step B55).
Specifically, the control unit 13 refers to the item dats 113 and provides the
communication terminal 2, via the communication usnit 10, with the item
image corresponding to the item identification information pertaining to the
item to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds the item identification
information pertaining to the provided item to the user information table 112
as identification information of provided items.

0049} Subsequently, when receiving a8 reset reguest from the
sommunication terminal 2 pertaining to predstermined user identification
information {step S6&}, the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the memory
unit 11, the table identification information and identification information of
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provided items that correspond to the user identifiestion information
pertaining to the communication terminal 2 {step 87).

[6638) Specifically, when receiving a reset request from the
communication terminal 2 via the communrication unit 10, the contral unit 13
changes the table identification information that corresponds to the user
identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 and that
was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other
table identification information.

[os1) In this way, according to the battle game server | of Embodiment i,
based on information in the memory unit 11, the information presentation unit
12 presents the communication fsrminal 2 with acguirable item information
that includes information, for sach item type of items, on a total count and an
acquisition count of items, thereby increasing the predictability of acquisition
of an item with & predetermined Htem type (for example, an item with s high
rarity value or the like). Furthermore, the battle gamse server i receives a resst
:jrequest at any time from the communication terminal 2 and changes
information pertaining to items that are provided, the total count of items, and
the item type and scquisition count for each item, thereby increasing the
variatiops on methods for ascquiring items, imecrcasing the predictability of
acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined value, and heightening intercst in the game.,

{8052} After step 87, the information presentstion unit 12 may present the
communication terminal 2 with post-reset acquirable ilem information based
on the item information tables 1lla to I1llc and the table identification
information of the user information table 112 in the memory unit 11, By doing
8o, the user can more casily grasp the number of items for each item type after
the reset, thereby further incressing the predictability of acquisition of an
item for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined
value and heightening interest in the game.

{8853} The remaining number of all items may be included in the
acquirable item information that the information presentation unit 12 presents.
Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 may calculate the remaining
numbsr of items by subtracting the item acquisition count from the total

number of items stored in the item information tables 11la to 111c and include
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the result of calculation in the acquirable item information.
[006354] In step 85, the comntrol unit 13 may adopt & different method for
presenting the acguirable item information to the communication terminal 2
for an item (fivst item) for which the numerical value of the item type is at
icast a predetermined value and an item {second item) for which the numerical
value of the item type is loss than the predetermined value. For example, the
information presentation unit 12 may display an image for the first item vet
display only the item name or the like, without displaying an image, for the
second item. In other words, the acquirable item information that the
information presentation unit 12 presents for the first tem may include
identification informstion (item name or the like) or an image for the item.
{0855] The informafion preseniation unit 12 may present information
related to another user who has acquired the first item.
{BO86] Embodiment 2

The following describes Embodiment 2 of the present invention. Since
the structurs of the battle game server 1 sccording to Embodiment 2 is the
same as the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Bmbodiment 1,
the same reference numerals are used in the following description. In goneral
torms, Embodiment 2 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirable item
information presented by the information presentation unit 12 ineludes a count
of necessary attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical
value of the item type is at least & predetermined value, The count of
necessary atlempts for saoguisition iz retrisved based on information
corresponding to the user identification information pertsining to the
communication terminal 2.
{0B87] Specifically, the information presentation wnit 12 refers to the user
information table 112, and based on the table identification information that
corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to the
sommunication termisal 2, retrieves the item information tabls pertaining to
the user identification information. Next, the information presentation unit 12
refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the identification
information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminal 2.
Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 randomly exiracts, from

the item information table, 19 pieces of item identification information not
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included in the identification information of provided items,. The information
presentation unit 12 stores the 19 extracied pieces of item identification
information and stores provision sequence nuwmbers (1 to 19) in ths mMemory
unit 11, When receiving an item acguisition request, the control unit 13
determines the item to provide based oa the provision sequence numbers
stored in the memory unit. In other words, the numbers 1 to 19 each represent
the count of acquisition attempts that are necessary in order to acquire the
item corresponding to the item identification information (referred to below as
the count of necessary attempts for acquisition).

6038 Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 retrisves the
item and item type pertaining to each jaime of item identificadon information
from ome of the item information tables 11la to 1llc. Next, for the retrieved
items, the information preseniation unit 12 retrieves thes count of NOCLITArY
attempts for scquisition for each item for which the mumerical value of the
item type is at least & predetermined value. The information pressntation unit
12 then presents the communication ierminal 2 with ascguirable item
information that includes the retrisved count of necessary attempts for
acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the item type is at
ieast a predetermined value.

DGS9} FIG. 7(a) illustrates an sexample of acquirable item information
presented by the information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 2. FIG. 7(a)
illustrates an example of displaying the provision sequence of items provided
to the communication terminal 2 as a gauge when a request to present
information is received from the communication terminal 2. The gaugs is
composed of a plurality of boxes. Items are agsociated with the boxes 201 to
219 so that the respective counts of necessary ascquisition attempts are 1 to 19,
Each box is displayed with a pattern that differs in accordance with the item
type of the corresponding item,

{6860} As illustrated in the example in FIG 7(s), when the pumerical
value of the item type is at lsast a predetermined value, the pattern shown in
box 204 and the like is displayed. Here, the case of the predstermined value
being four is illustrated. Conversely, when the numerical value of the item
type is loss than the predstermined value, the pattern showa in box 201 and
the like ix displayed. In other words, FIG 7{a} displays the count of necessary
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attempts for acquisition for each items for which the numerical value of the
item type is at least a predetermined value, FIG. 8(a} also displays esch count
of necessary attempis for scquisition when the numerical value of the item
type is less than a predetermined value.

{6061} When an item acquisition request is received from the
communication terminal 2, an item is provided, and the count of acquisition
attempts increases by ons, then the count of necessary attempis for acquisition
decreases by omne for all items. In this case, as illustrated in FIG 8¢b), the
items corresponding to boxes 201 to 219 each shift {(move) one box io the left.
Accordingly, with this gauge, the user can intuitively grasp the predictability
of acquisition of items for which the numerical value of the item iype is st
least 3 predetermined value,

ioss2] In this way, according to the batile game server 1 of Embodiment 2,
the information presentation wunit 12 presenis the communication terminal 2
with the count of nasassary’ attempts for scquisition for cach item for which
the numerical value of the item type iz at least s predeiermined valus, thereby
increasing the varistions on methods for aequiring items, increasing the
prediciability of acquisition of an ilem for which the item type is at least a
predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game., Furthermore,
displaying the count of necessary astiempts for acquisition when the numerical
value of the item type is at least a predetermined value further increases the
user’s sense of anticipation, enticing the user to continue to play the game
longsr,

jG083] The patterns for displaying the boxes 201 to 219 are not limited to
these examples, The boxes 201 to 219 may be painted a predetermined color
in accordance with the item type, or a predetermined icon, character, or the
like may be displayed in the boxes 201 1o 219,

[0064] A certain percentage of the boxes for which the numerical value of
the item type is less than a predetermined valus may be displayed with the
same paitern as boxes corresponding to items for which the numerical value of
the item type is at least a predetermined value. In this way, items for which
the numerical value of the item type is less than a predetermined value are
mixed in among the boxes displayed with the pattern corresponding to items

for which the numerical value of the ftem type is at least a predetermined
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value, thereby meking the game more interesting and enticing the user to
continue to play the game longer,

{0868} When the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a
predetermined value, detailed information on the item to be provided {referred
to below as item detail information} may be presented. The item detail
information is preferably the item name and item type. The predetermined
value is, for example, two. FIG. 8 is an example of presenting item detail
information. The counts of necessary scquisition attempis for boxes 201 and
202 are respectively one and two. Accordingly, the item name is displayed as
the item detail information in boxes 201 and 202, With this configurgtion, the
user can grasp the item detail information for items that can be acguired in s
ramge in which the count of necessary attempts for acguisition is at most a
predetermined value. Therefore, the user is provided with incentive o
increase the occasions of an item acquisition reguest and iz enticed to
centinue to play the game longer,

HiTHVEY In the example in FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b)}, the boxes are displaved with
two types of patterns, using the numerical value of the item type as a standard,
yet this example is not limiting, A plurality of standard predetermined values
may be established to display the boxes with three or more types of patterns.
The patterns that are displayed may also be increased as the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is smaller. With this approach, as the count
of necessary attempts for acquisition is smaller, the item type of the item to be
acquired can be grasped in greater detail. Therefore, the user is provided with
incentive to increase the occasions of an item scquisition request and is
enticed to continue to play the game longer.

jORs7] Note that while the gauges in FIGS, 7{a}, 7(b}, and 8 are composed
of 19 boxes, the number of boxes is not limited to 19, The number may be 18
or less, or 20 or more. Furthermore, the approach gauge illustrated in FIG. 8
has an I shape, yet this example {5 nol Hmiting, Many variations ars possible,
such as a winding S shape, or & Y shape with a forking tip., In the forking
variatior, predetormined dummy boxes assigned randomly by the battle game
server | may be displayed in one of the two forks.

{8068 In FIGS., 7{a), 7(b), and 8, examples are illustrated in which

information, for each item type, on the totsl count and the acquisition count of
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items is also displayed, yet these examples are not limiting. Display may be
limited fo the gauge, without displaying the information, for each item type,
on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other words, in FIGS.
7(a}, 7(b), and 8, examples are illustrated in whick the acquirable item
information includes information, for each item type, on the total count and
the acquisition count of items and includes the count of necessary asttempts for
acquisition for sach item for which the sumerical value of the item iype is at
igast a predetermined value, yeot these examples are not limiting. The
acquirable item information may be configured to include only the count of
necessary attempts for acguisition for each item for which the numerical value
of the item type is at least & predetermined valus,
{0068} Embodimesnt 3

The following describes Embodiment 3 of the present invention. Since
the structure of the battle game server § according to Embodiment 3 ig the
same as the siructure of the battle game server | sccording to Embodiment i,
the same reference numerals are used in the following description. In general
terms, Embodiment 3 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirable item
information presenied by the information presentation unit 12 includes the
total count of items, for each item type, among items for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is at most & predetermined value,
{8870}  The ascquirable item information presented by the information
presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3 includes the total count of items for
which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined value
among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at
most a predetermined wvalue, as reirieved based on the information
corresponding te the wuser identification information periaining to the
communication terminal 2,
{8871} Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user
information table 112, and based on the table identification information that
corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2, retrieves the {tem information table pertaining to
the user identification information. Next, the information presentation unit 12
refers to the user information itable 112 and retrieves the identification

information of provided items pertaining to the communicstion terminal 2.
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Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 randomly exiracts, from the itemn information
table, 25 pieces of item identification information not included in the identification information
of provided items. The information presentation unit 12 stores the 25 extracted pieces of item
identification information and stores provision sequence numbers (1 t0 25) in the memory unit
1. When receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13 determines the item to
provide based on the provision sequence numbers stored in the memory unit. In other words, the
numbers 1 to 25 each represent the count of necessary attempts for acquisition corresponding to
the item identification information.

[0072] Subsequently, the information presentation urdt 12 refrieves the item and item
type pertaining to each piece of item identification information from one of the item information
tables 111ato 111c. The information presentation unit 12 then tallies the total count of items for
which the numerical value of the retrieved item type is at least 8 predetermined number and
presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information that includes the tallied
total count of items for each itemn type.

{0673} FIG. 9 iHlustrates an exarople of acquirable item information presented by the
information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3. In FIG. 9, items for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less are displayed with a sheet (scratch card)
composed of 25 cells 301 to 323, Each cell corresponds to an item for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. The items for which the count of necessary
attempis for acquisition is 25 or less are randomly associated with the cells 301 {0 325,

[0074] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 8, when the numerical value of the item type
is at least a predetermined value, the pattern shown in cell 301 and the like is displayed. Here,
the predetermined value is four. Conversely, when the item type is less than the predetermined
value, the pattern shown in cell 302 and the like is displayed. In other words, FIG. 9 displays the
total count of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined
value among ttems for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less.

{6875} In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 3, the

information presentation unit 12 presents the communication terminal 2
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with the total count of items for which the numerical valne of the item type is at least a
predetermined value among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at
most a predetermined value, thereby increasing the variations on methods for acquiring iterns,
further increasing the predictability of acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the
itemn type is at least a predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game.

(6876} The patterns for displaying the cells 301 to 325 are not limited to these examples.
The cells 301 to 325 may be painted a predetermined color in accordance with the item type, or a
predetermined icon, charvacter, or the like may he displayed in the cells 301 1o 325,

{8477) Furthermore, based on a selection request from the communication terminal 2, the
control unit 13 may select ouve item, from among items for which the count of necessary attempts
for acquisition is at most a predetermined value, as the item to provide. In this case, the
informnation presentation unit 12 may present the communication terminal 2 with a scrateh card
for selection in which all cells are displayed with the same pattemn to prompt the communication
terminal 2 to select one of the cells,

{0878} FIG. 10(a) illustrates an example of a screen for selecting an item to acquire. The
screen displays the scratch card for selection. Each cell in the scratch card in FIG. 10(a)
corresponds to an item for which the count of necessary atlemnpts for acquisition is 25 or less. As
llustrated in FIG. 10(a), the cells of the scratch card are displayed with the same pattern, and the
user cannot tell what iterms corresponds to which cells.

{6079 The user can select any location on the scratch card using an operation unit (not
illustrated) such as a key or a touch panel of the communication terminal 2, and the
conununication tenminal 2 transmits a selection request to the battle game server 1 based on the
user operation. The control unit 13 of the battle game server 1 then determines that the item
corresponding 1o the cell pertaining to the selection request is the item to provide to the
communication terminal 2,

{6080} FIG. 10(b) illustrates an example of cells 308, 316, and 320 being selected. The
selected cells are displayed with the same patiern as the cells in the scratch card shown in FI¢L O,

Note that the item detail information
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corresponding to the selected cells mav be displayed in the selected cells,
(6081} In this way, the variations on methods for acquiring items can be
further increased, the predictability of scquisition of an item with a high item
type can be further increased, and interest in the game can be heightened.
{6682] The scrateh cards in FIGS. ¢, 10(a), and 10(b) are composed of 25
cells in a sheet with 5 rows and 3§ columas, vet this example is not limiting.
The scratch card may be composed of M x W cells in 2 sheet with M rows and
N eolumns (M and N being integers greater than or equal to 2). Furthermors,
the scratch cards im FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b) are not limited to a sguare shape.
For example, the scrateh cards may be a polygon, or instsad of being
two-dimensional, the seratch cards may be in 3 three-dimensional rectangular
shape of a die,

{6683} In FIGS. 9, 10{(a}, and 10(b), examples are illustrated in which
information, for each item type, on the total count and the ascquisition count of
items is also displayed, yet these examples are not lmiting. Display may be
limited to the scraich card, without displaying the information, for each item
type, on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other words, in
FIGS. 10{a}, 10(b), and 11, examples are illustrated in which the acquirabls
item informsation includes informstion, for each item type, on the total count
and the acquisition count of items and inciudes the total count of items, for
each item type, among items for which the count of necessary attempts for
acquisition is at most a predetermined valus, yet these examples are not
limiting. The acquirable item information may be configured to include only
the total count of items, for sach item type, among items for which the count
of necessary atternpts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value,

[60684] A computer is preforably used to function as the battle game server
1. A program containing a description of the processing for achieving the
functions of the battle game server 1 is stored in the memory unit of the
computer, and the functions are achisved by the ceniral processing unit (CPU)
of the compuier reading and executing the program.

LR Although the present invention has been described based on
drawings and examples, it is to be noted thst varieus changes and
modifications will be apparent to thoss skilled in the art bassd on the present
disclosure. Therefore, such changes and modifications are to be understood as
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included within the scope of the present invention. For example, the functions
and the like included in the various units and steps may be reordered in any
logically consistent way. Furthermore, units or steps may be combined into
one or divided. For example, in Embodiments 1 to 3, a separate one of the
item information tables 1lla to 1llc is associated with esch user
identification number, yet for example a plurality of users may share one of

the item information tables 1ils to Iilec.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST
{0086] 1: Battle game server
2: Cornmunication terminal
16: Communication unit
i1: Memory unit
12: Inforroation presentation unit
13: Control unit
iila to [ilc: Item information table
112: User information table
113: Ttem data
201 10 219: Box
301 to 325: Cell
3¢1: Information on the tots! count of items

302: Information on the acquisition count
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CLAIMS

1. A game control method comprising:

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, on a display of a user terminal, a
screen comprising a plurality of cells arranged in a matrix manner, wherein

an item is associated with each of the cells,

a rarity value is set to each item,

an icon and a letter are included in each of the cells,

a color of each of the cells depends on the rarity value of the associated item, and

the screen further comprises a number of obtainable items for each rarity value;

receiving a selection of a certain cell among the plurality of cells in response to an
operated position of a touch panel of the user terminal corresponding to the certain cell;

in response to receiving the selection of the certain cell, sending information to the user
terminal for displaying the certain cell in a display manner different from cells other than the
certain cell;

providing to the user terminal the item associated with the certain cell; and

sending information to the user terminal for displaying an image of the item associated
with the certain cell.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein

the number of the obtainable items for each rarity value is displayed above the cells
arranged in the matrix manner.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein

the cells arranged in the matrix manner comprise five cells arranged in a vertical

direction.
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4. The method of claim 1, wherein
a shape of each cell is substantially rectangle.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein
the item is a battle card or a character composing a deck of the user.
6. The method of claim 1, further comprising
determining the number of the obtainable items for each rarity value; and
according to a determination result, sending information to the user terminal for
displaying the number of obtainable items for each rarity value on the screen.
7. A server comprising:
a controller configured to
send information to a user terminal for displaying, on a display of a user terminal,
a screen comprising a plurality of cells arranged in a matrix manner, wherein
an item is associated with each of the cells,
a rarity value is set to each item,
an icon and a letter are included in each of the cells,
a color of each of the cells depends on the rarity value of the associated item, and
the screen further comprises a number of obtainable items for each rarity value;
receive a selection of a certain cell among the plurality of cells in response to an
operated position of a touch panel of the user terminal corresponding to the certain cell;
in response to receiving the selection of the certain cell, send information to the
user terminal for displaying the certain cell in a display manner different from cells other than
the certain cell;

provide to the user terminal the item associated with the certain cell; and
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send information to the user terminal for displaying an image of the item

associated with the certain cell.

8. The server of claim 7, wherein

the number of the obtainable items for each rarity value is displayed above the cells
arranged in the matrix manner.

9. The server of claim 7, wherein

the cells arranged in the matrix manner comprise five cells arranged in a vertical
direction.

10. The server of claim 7, wherein

a shape of each cell is substantially rectangle.

11. The server of claim 7, wherein

the item is a battle card or a character composing a deck of the user.

12. The server of claim 7, wherein the controller is further configured to

determine the number of the obtainable items for each rarity value; and

according to a determination result, send information to the user terminal for displaying
the number of obtainable items for each rarity value on the screen.

13. A non-transitory computer readable recording medium having stored thereon
instructions to be executed on a computer, the instructions causing the computer to perform the
steps of:

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, on a display of a user terminal, a
screen comprising a plurality of cells arranged in a matrix manner, wherein

an item is associated with each of the cells,

a rarity value is set to each item,
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an icon and a letter are included in each of the cells,

a color of each of the cells depends on the rarity value of the associated item, and

the screen further comprises a number of obtainable items for each rarity value;

receiving a selection of a certain cell among the plurality of cells in response to an
operated position of a touch panel of the user terminal corresponding to the certain cell;

in response to receiving the selection of the certain cell, sending information to the user
terminal for displaying the certain cell in a display manner different from cells other than the
certain cell;

providing to the user terminal the item associated with the certain cell; and

sending information to the user terminal for displaying an image of the item associated
with the certain cell.

14. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 13, wherein

the number of the obtainable items for each rarity value is displayed above the cells
arranged in the matrix manner.

15. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 13, wherein

the cells arranged in the matrix manner comprise five cells arranged in a vertical
direction.

16. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 13, wherein

a shape of each cell is substantially rectangle.

17. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 13, wherein

the item is a battle card or a character composing a deck of the user.

18. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 13, wherein the

instructions further cause the computer to perform
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determining the number of the obtainable items for each rarity value; and
according to a determination result, sending information to the user terminal for

displaying the number of obtainable items for each rarity value on the screen.
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ABSTRACT

A game control method, game server, and program can increase variations on methods
for acquiring items, increase the predictability of acquisition of an item with a high rarity value
or the like, and heighten interest in the game. Included are the steps of presenting a
communication terminal, connected over a communication line, with acquirable item information
that, for each item type, includes a total count and an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count
of items when receiving, from the communication terminal, a request to present information
related to items acquirable by the communication terminal, determining an item to provide to the
communication terminal when receiving an item acquisition request from the communication
terminal, and changing the acquirable item information when receiving a reset request from the

communication terminal.
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FIG 4

e formation | Item inage
UNI1 Item A image
UNI2 Item B image
UNI3 Item C image
UNT4 Item D image
UNI5 Item E image
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FIG 5

Acquirable item information
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F1G. /A

Acquirable item information

Item type[" oo oron Total
1 2 13
2 1 8
3 1 4
4 0 2
5 1 2
6 0 1

[Approach gaugel

201 202203 204 205 206 207208 209210 211 212213 214215216 217218 219
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Note: Each contains an item with a high value for the item type.

FIG /B

Acaquirable item information

o e[ Lo
1 2 13
2 1 8
3 2 4
4 0 2
5 1 2
6 0 1

[Approach gauge]

201 202203 204 205 206 207208 209210 211 212213 214215216 217218 219
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Note: Each contains an item with a high value for the item type.
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FIG. &

Acquirable item information
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Acquirable item information
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get over o

(18} insvsr? Addvess of Assigues
WS AEBIRERATLIE
(10} §-18-1, Roppong, Minsto-ka, Tokyt L06-6112, JAPAN

GITFIRE AL WTB), WS ADERA, # ., W

SO, BEUHERBARGLT, TREOAKORY
B& U{&ﬁi?ﬁ # {F Lil?a?k S HER, z?%%i&'zfﬂﬁﬁ‘ g
M, 2YIHE. BIOERTLRES AR

’H‘»’“’a*’f”’ff“ﬂﬁ%‘
(.‘fiﬁl'i“z%‘mh

FEFERT

ﬁ}‘;" ﬁbx‘,\ 135?1“}’
% i!'»-%él,. .

i A
YRR L. @L{L« i—?"%n’ﬁb

{I1) Insert dentiifention such ag Title, Case Number,
or Poreign Application Number
A%, EEBET. L RABUEETOLD
RERESERAOD Y

an GCAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

(Sxtir‘:sﬁnsaﬁi:r desighated a3 the Assignee) and Ausignsels
reoessors, assigns amd icgm represatatives, the
ight, thie and intérast for the Unlted States of

Americd as defined hr 35 U.8.C. §100, in the invention,

and in all appiwatmns forpatent including any and ali
provisional, non-provisional, divisional, continuation,
intemational, substitsfe and retssue applicaté an{s), anid
atl Letiers Patent, extensions, reissucs and
resxamination certificates that may be granted on the
invention known as

(Attorney Docket Mo, 163485

}, Tiled on even dafe herewith or as
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(PBEEIOBBE | j

{12}

(¥2)

Afterantive Mdentification for filed syphieations
B S NI HIEO T D ORI
1.8, Application Sevial Number

T

TIgH

MEoReR-aRb LI

FERONENESREET
fited

EES R BNTREANAZLDTCHD

1) &4 OFR AN, ERBRBRETI®RTD
HEE LR L < okd ‘:aﬂu.‘iﬂ LTHERET
OEREEA LEEER 7\ BT HWREL,
&“Am%%»ﬁrﬂ @kz RS X
U [raki:s R W o om) 1B F@EFT% L R{EeR
/’L ;-?» : LEEETE
B DBE A, %%ﬁ%ﬁiﬁiiﬁg'?}‘iﬁ &P
HED L AR LTEHSREA s —
T2 A D LSRR R ORI O R
ELTSERECORFRES LEFERA
5o R L, RRERIVEOI IR
o Lo e A L RS R OB
OEEY ST SRR VAED IR
Bt ‘%}ﬁnun&"‘%j\ L‘ﬁ;j} f;“/'" L EET
B
3) #a GBS AR, BREFAEREIRE
0)"%‘5135 COMBED L R R LT
HTWHETOREBICERCBA LEFER
AL, BERNPEETALETY S EIE
BTa,
4y BaOFH ML, BT ARNLTEE
FeRERGRHOREBATEL ., #IFL, L4
FETH L IEEESER L VBB s ESd
BAR AR BATA BT T2 O LR A,
53 B QBRI X@’%;‘rﬁ%ﬁf“ g i)
A &iﬁ;ﬁfﬁ* B%"‘ LEa &eT m%n N 4‘\VC w@j%
RS AR L OIS A LTRT
T LTONEESR L ?{‘:Aﬁ: ot Pt
BET OIS F%ﬁf%"» i @«’Fr’fi)#ﬁll&fﬁ
L. o f&‘éw‘ ﬁ:éa’*kﬁ: S e
w|ATARL &b L
AL M* LEEHL, WQ“G‘J,&E 2
PRI A DSEA, RIEAORMEE, ;
s, REUEIRAOHE iL{{:f@g)\r
FEPERILOTHH I ELHETS

6 &4 OEHAE, DOBEORRL, K@
R EUTORARE Y bk, b L
PR THIVE L ORERID X néu{ﬁ§§$l‘?§%
AFBRRHOERE Curr e i ET S,

13y BEHR
I, PEBCEARERLEEBREE LT
TO’JZ: '9?#}“#"»’:

& HZ B B FESHEE R L AR
6"(% L {iaﬁﬁt LS E®), AROREE
HD, L ERECABORPS LD LE
LA,

1} Fach undersigned agrass 1o execiite all papers
fecessary b vonnection with any application snd/or
patent for the inveniion, and alzo to exeouts separats
assigriments in connsstion with such applications and
patents as the Assignee may.deem necessary,

2}  Eash undersigned sgrees toexecute all p
necessaiy in connection with any interfarenoe o
post-grant proceeding which may bs declared
canceming any application ot patent for the invention
and to w(spemk. wvith the- Assighoes in every vy
possible in obtalning evidence and going forward with
such fnterforence or post-grant proceding,

3} Fach undersigned agrees to exeonts all papers and.
documents.arud perform any act which may be
neceszary in congection with claims gr provisions of
the Internstional Convention for Protection of
[ndustrial Property or similar agrocmonts.

43 Rach undersigned agrees to perform al affiemative
actg which may be necessary to obtaln, maintain or
confivm by refssuc-or rosxamination ¢ grant.of e valid
United States patent to the Adgignee,

5y Rach undefsigried suthorizes and:reqiests the
Commiysioney of the 118, Fatent and Trademark Offfce
to issue any and ail gmicnts resyiting from said
apphication(s) to the said Assigess, us Assignes of the
entire inferest, and guvenants that he or she has full
right to convey the entlre intorest herein assigned, and
that he or she has not execatad, and will not execute;
sy agreement(sy e contlict herawith, and agrees that
thils assignment fs binding on Assignor and Assignor's
hetrg, sucgessors, aasigns aund legal vepresentatives.

&) EBach undersigned hereby granis the finm of QLIFF
PLL the power o insert on this assigament any further
fdentification that may be necessary or desimable in
orider 1o comply with the rules of the United States
Patent and Trademark Office for recordation of this
docurment

(i3} Declaration
As an sbove named inventor, [ hereby declars that

¥ believe L am the original invenioy o an otigital
Joint inventorof a claibed lnvention (or olalined
deastgn} In the above-identificd application for which
this dectaration is béing submitted,
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SRS, BERE VARG, BLL
REBREDEERD XS CEHFETERTL LD
THhatk,

B, SRS ED RSO RS SRRE
SOSHRR L. SRHITIRRE 37 W 1 £ 56
HinFBANA T <, HPFRIELTEET
% CERLTVSLTORMEREETNR
FURAT SRS ET B D L D3,

ik, T OEEREEDTERE RG]
FET o0 EA . RRERSEMoRIT L
B, Fiéb L ERMsEoB R Y bhs
P EREIAGORSHEN SRS D Dy
ER-2

B ABDEOHHE L o T OBRRRITERD,

ate
B ¥

Date
B

Pate
A
Date
Hd

Date
At

Bate
HEE
Date
BeF

Bate
B

I OMEERERER RS SRR
BEETE, bRRESCBA SR D RCER
CHEAX
HEITEE, TH

December 10, 2014

Inventor Signaiure

HUTERR

Tnveatosr Signature

BEEBL

Toventor Bignature

Decembar 10, 2014

¥nventor Signaturs

Inventor Signature

Toventer Sigaaiurs

Tuventor Siguature
BYHERS

Invenfor Signature

HHERR

o LAREE LY, (b U< EERCRT R
ERATRERC EETADERANE

TS ERD D EAEE LW

inte
BAF

Bate
B4

Witness

&EA

Witness

The application was made or authorized fo be
made by me.

L have reviewed wud understand the contents of
the shove-identified apphivation, including the clajums,
and am aware of the duty o discloss to the Offide all
information knewan fo me (o be material to patentability
as defined in 37-CFR §1.56,

1 hersby poknowledge thatany wiltiul false
staternent wade in this declavation [¢ punishable under
18 1.8.C. 1601 by fivig o7 fropriscument of notmore
ihan five (S}years; or both.

In witnsss whereof, sxecuted by tite undersipned an
the dute(s) opposity the undersignad nawals),

w‘ﬁ.—g | f«%"“\’ A
e N (SEAL )
Tenyoashi YOSHIK AWA gt -
oot ins {SEAL 3
Tomehiro TSUKIHARA Bp
(BRAL )
Neovikazu XATC =14
i A
‘*’}ﬁi ’;‘35 i .. (8EAL )
Tomoki * B
(SEAL )
]
(SBAL )
3
....... (SEAL. )
ey
. (SBAL )
B

_ This assignment should preferably be signed before:
{a) & Notary Public if within the B.8.A. () o U.S, Consul if
be sigavd

oulside the U.S.A. IF neither then it sh
befere at least fws withsuses who rish sigh hérd!
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Lg ’ﬁﬁ . gElbbpahdd, $L<
ETIICk f’? 3':{-. Td k GInF F“T‘?E%QT?'C:?JU)
Coenl,

L, BeERE D ERNEOMNE SRR

SN U, RT3 B 1 R 5o
-"ﬁi”’ ARG TR, HFgoELTERY
BEBEBLUTLIETOBRHERBEEEE
'f?‘i: WA SRR 55 ERED S,
FREBVUHERRBRADIGR

%fﬂe&%p\kﬁm%mﬁﬁwmﬁ
U,ﬁﬁﬁb<ﬁm“%¥wﬁwﬁﬂwbn{

LRI ORERERS L L R

RN

B AROHOBNE Lo T noBERR BT ERS

The spplication was made or suthorized to be
mades by wme.

I have reviewed and undersiand the contents.of
the sbove-identified application, including {he cisims,
and am mware of the duty to disclose o the Oifice il
information kaown to me to be-maierisl fo patentability
as defined 37 CPR$1.56.

1 hereby acknawledgs that any wi iHful false
stasinent inede in this declaratlon is punishabls énder
18 U.S.C. 1001 by fine or imprisonment of not more
than five {5) vears, or both,

o witness whereof, sxocuted by the undersigwed on

the date(s) opposite the nndersigned nameds).

Date Inventor Signatwre (SEAL b]
HT FHULERA Tsuyoshi VOQHE’(AWA &
Bate Iovestor Sigaature (8EAL )]
Hi BUE T4 10anohzrc TEUKIHARA =4
: 4 -
Date Dec - G" 2014 Enventor Siguature i ¥ o {SEAL ]
BE . RMHEFR Nop xkazu KATO =X
Date Inventor Signature . (8EBAL 3
B SREHERR Tomoki YASUHARA T
Daie Inventor Sigasturs {SEAL 3
HfF REHBSE Hi
Dats. ) Foventor Signature (SEAL 3
BAF RERE i
Trate . Imvenfor Sigasture (SEAL )
B SR EA ZH
Date . : Taventer Signsture {SEAL 3
B SBUHE B B
~ B : i B PR i o This adsignment should prefurably bs zgignegi bef(y:e.‘:
o grf»;g N @R EPY OB D IRIC B ORA . {a} & Nodary Public if within the U.8.4, (B) a U.S, Consul iF
BEIT, GPREIATEESLBIC IR EHED R ouside the LE.A, I neither, then. it should be signed
R VB T B LY, @b LS e R e e ot b ey ot 00 MENE
TR BV v @ A\ g PR ! befors at least two witngsses who alse sigo hers:
PRI i F g ip ] B H T AREADH )
ﬁff"’f,.szf-’?’q é:h/ 0 :&'u 3=-%
Date . . Witness
B gEA
Date _ “Witnass
e A
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HiEE, 88Kke J. ?9 ApEndeds, L L< The application was made or suthorized fo be

HEBREVDLERD LI CTHHEROL e wade by me.
T,

Fid, BRSO IATBEONELRNE 1 have raviewed and understantd the contents of
Eas 2 EH BRE 37 W L R 56 the above-identified application, Insluding the olaims,

snd ams awars of the dioty to discloss to the Office all
information known to me to be maferial o patentability

FREFIhDILE < EHHCBULTERT

HELBELTHS 2T OMEE KESTEE as.definéd in 37 CFR §1.56.
TREBPFRETIILERSE,

i, oo ﬁ%?k ST RERG F)F)i:igi‘ ¥ heveby acknowledge tist any willful falee
§ B EI00IERIT stateinent mads i this declaration fs punishable under

AT oA, HE

. §9t L < MR EsMEGAET MY bi”w:.a 18 W.8.C. 1001 by fine or imprisonmént of not more

b SR ERG ORI S L 8 & than five (3} years, of hoth.

5
B AROBORNE L TooBLASBTERS, In whness whereok sxecuted by (e undarsigned on

the dafels) ppposite the undersigned name(s),

Pats. Inventor Sigusture {(3BAL 3
H A BYPHER suy 7 3
Date Soverber 6, 2013 Inverdor Signsture i (SEAL 3
g SEHRFEHL Mmaium TSORUTARA B4
Tsnte L ) Inventer Signature {SEAL 3
H & ZEEE A Novikazu KAT O ?‘w
Bate inventor Bignature | (BEAL 3
BEF L WS Tomoki YASUHARA | i
DBaty ) Invendor Siguature {(SBAL }
Bt REEEL 2
Date Taventor Signature (SRAL 3
BaF MHEES ]
Diate i Inventm‘ﬁ?gsmta re {SEAL 3
H& WHPEEA i
Date fnvestor Signature . (SBAL 3
Bt B BA £

P 23 R TR, 2 RS L REANSEA D This assignment should preferably be signed before:
" gfgiﬁ?ﬁ B B ek ;\W,‘; ;j “EE%?S(:Q;;EK?EF; : {a} a Notary Public {f within the ULS.A. {b}a U.S. Consul if
bt " UE LK f’ ocutside the ULS.A. IT neither, then it sheuld be signed
NG FLE G L @R before at least fwo witnesses who also sign herer

TrBRETIE, ”F,,rm«ﬁ’»?w'-;" B ”’i&( B T ADFEADH
FTBREND I EMFEE LW

Bate Witness
B4 MEA

Bate Witness
B A
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of: Attorney Docket No.: 163485.02
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al.

Application No.: Not Yet Assigned Confirmation No.: N/A

Filed: Concurrently Herewith Art Unit: N/A

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME Examiner: Not Yet Assigned

SERVER, AND PROGRAM

AFFIRMATION OF ACCURACY OF TRANSLATION OF DECLARATION

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

The Declaration filed herewith is a combined English-language/foreign-language

Declaration. On information and belief, the English-language portions of the Declaration are

accurate translations of the foreign-language portions.

Respectfully submitted,

Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson /
James A. Oliff
Registration No.: 27,075
B. Graham Nelson
Registration No.: 72,699
JAO:BGN/ezm

Date: August 5, 2019

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
OLIFF PLC AUTHORIZATION
P.O. Box 320850 Please grant any extension
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 necessary for entry of this filing;
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 Charge any fee due to our
Deposit Account No. 15-0461

6796549v.1 163485.02
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY

Conmissioner for Patents
P.0O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Owner Name: GREE, Inc.

hereby appoints the patent practitioners associated with Oliff & Berridge, PLC Customer
No. 25944 as attorneys of record to prosecute any and all patents and patent applications in
which this General Power of Attorney is filed, and all continuations and divisions thereof,
owned in whole or in part by the above-named owner, and to transact all business in the
Patent and Trademark Office.

The undersigned is authorized to execute this document as or on behalf of the owner.

ALL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE SENT TO OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC,
CUSTOMER NO. 25944, TELEPHONE (703) 836-6400.

%
November 7, 2013 M%z‘f[

Date Signature

Typed Name: Kotaro Yamagishi

Title: Co-Founder and Executive Vice
President
(if acting on behalf of an Owner)
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

Filing Date:

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Filer:

Joel S. Armstrong/Ellen McDowell

Attorney Docket Number:

163485.02

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Track| Prioritized Examination - Nonprovisional Application under 35 USC 111(a)

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sul:j;l’;(tsa)l in
Basic Filing:
UTILITY APPLICATION FILING 1011 1 300 300
UTILITY SEARCH FEE 1111 1 660 660
UTILITY EXAMINATION FEE 1311 1 760 760
REQUEST FOR PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION 1817 1 4000 4000
Pages:
Claims:
Miscellaneous-Filing:
PROCESSING FEE, EXCEPT PROV. APPLS. 1830 1 140 140
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suﬂ;l’g(tsa)l in
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 5860
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 36782656
Application Number: 16531536
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4956
Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Customer Number: 25944
Filer: Joel S. Armstrong/Ellen McDowell
Filer Authorized By: Joel S. Armstrong
Attorney Docket Number: 163485.02
Receipt Date: 05-AUG-2019
Filing Date:
Time Stamp: 14:40:36
Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type DA
Payment was successfully received in RAM $5860
RAM confirmation Number E201985E41169997
Deposit Account
Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
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File Listing:
Document s . File Size(Bytes Multi Pages
Document Description File Name ( y )V . . 9
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
1256252
20190805_-
1 Application Data Sheet _Application_Data_Sheet_Filla no 10
ble PDF_pdf 20a067a8ab7ff6e3db77772a859226e835fH)
- 26a6
Warnings:
Information:
125748
2 TrackOne Request Track_One_Form.PDF no 1
8c3efb182ceB27fbfb81d822669a6dbbfbef|
596
Warnings:
Information:
1302302
3 Specification.PDF yes 26
46a5fb1aSeeS4d6fe3dfs 1dcbffdal2acSede]
déa
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Specification 1 20
Claims 21 25
Abstract 26 26
Warnings:
Information:
302863
4 Drawings-only bIaFk and white line Drawings.PDF no 10
drawings
d5b8d0347b7a1524f1eb80c65f52a3bb80b)|
Warnings:
Information:
370571
5 QOath or Declaration filed Declaration_for_Filing.PDF no 5
8c1897e70b3ffS2befe8466€94219a1d8331
aéde
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Warnings:

Information:

17110
Petition for Expedited Foreign Filin AFFIRMATION_OF_ACCURACY
6 f. 9 9 | _OF_TRANSLATION_OF DECLA no 1
Icénses RATION_pdf f8d3f2da706f40c140c31021720d2f0758e
6a82
Warnings:
Information:
40102
7 Power of Attorney Gen_POA.PDF no 1
5d41f5273beda79e661c023c006750c8491
080cf
Warnings:
Information:
38672
8 Fee Worksheet {(SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
86d92b8e7430325fc2877111b8e95964375|
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes){ 3453620

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EOQ/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1985, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —
Application Number

Title of Invention | GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.

This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Cffice in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

[ Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Crder pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.)

Inventor Information:

R
Inventor ‘1

Legal Name
Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
‘ [+] [rsuyoshi | frosHIKAwA | ]
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency e Non US Residency Active US Military Service
City ‘Fokyo |‘Country of Residence | ‘IIIP |

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 t/o GREE, Inc.

Address 2 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku

City ‘ Il'okyo I State/Province | |
Postal Code | [106-6112 | Countryi | P

Inventor h

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
‘ [+] Jromoiro | [rsukiHARA | E
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency (8 Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City ‘Irokyo—I‘Country of Residence | ‘IIIP ]

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 t/o GREE, Inc.

Address 2 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku

City ‘ [rokyo | state/Province | |
Postal Code | [106-6112 | countryi | [P

R
Inventor ‘3

Legal Name

EFS Web 2.2.13
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
‘ El leorikazu | I(ATO | E|
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency (@ Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City ‘F’okyo |‘Country of Residence | ‘FP |

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 t/o GREE, Inc.

Address 2 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku

City ‘ Il'okyo I State/Province | |
Postal Code | 1066112 | Countryi [P

Remove
Inventor {4

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
‘ -] Jromot | [rASUHARA | E
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency (8 Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City ‘Irokyo—I‘Country of Residence | ‘IIIP ]

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 /o GREE, Inc.
Address 2 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku
City ‘ Irokyo | State/Province | |
Postal Code | 066112 | Countryi ‘ PP
All Inventor§ I_Vlust_ Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be Aad
generated within this form by selecting the Add button.
Correspondence Information:
Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).
[ ] An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.
Customer Number 5944
Email Address email@oliff. com | | AddEmail | [Remove Email

EFS Web 2.2.13
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Application Information:

Title of the Invention [GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Attorney Docket Number| [163485.02 Small Entity Status Claimed [ |

Application Type Nonprovisional -
Subject Matter tility -
Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 10 Suggested Figure for Publication (if any) |

Filing By Reference:

Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S5.C. 111{(c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., “Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information” and “Foreign Priority Information”).

For the purposes of afiling date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a).

Application number of the previously Filing date {YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country
filed application

Publication Information:
[] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Request Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under

33 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen months after filing.

Representative Information:

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).

Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing.

Please Select One: e Customer Number US Patent Practitioner | (O Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9)

Customer Number I25944
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PTO/AIA/4 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Attorney Docket Number

163485.02

Application Number

Title of Invention

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:

This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.
When referring to the current application, please leave the “Application Number” field blank.

Prior Application Status

|3ending

v

Remove

Filing or 371(c) Date

Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
[Continuation of ~| 16/053149 P018-08-02
Prior Application Status | Patented - Remove
Application - Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)
16/053149 ’Continuation of [] hraro9219 |2014—12—18 ‘10076708 po18-09-1 8
Prior Application Status -
Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)

||4/409219

Ia 371 of intemational

~§ PCT/JP2013/003899

PO 13-06-21

by selecting the Add button.

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form

Add

Foreign Priority Information:

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet
constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When priority is claimed to a foreign application
that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDX)I the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i){(1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate
responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual
property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55{(g){1).

Application Number

Countryi

Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD)

Remove

Access Codei (if applicable)

|zo12-140213

PP

|z01 2.06-21

Add button.

Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition

Applications
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

. . Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and {2) also

contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March
[] 16, 2013.

NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March
16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access:

When this Application Data Sheet is properly signed and filed with the application, applicant has provided written
authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property (IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed (see
paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office (EPO) access to any search results from the instant
application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below).

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-out of the
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below.

NOTE: This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIAL filing of an
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate.

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDX)} - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), the Japan Patent Office
(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of
China (SIPO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office
participating with the USPTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign
application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed
and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the
instant application and its related bibliographic data, and (3) the date of filing of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)

).

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 {(opt-out of authorization) is checked,
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent
application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2).

The applicant is reminded that the EPO’s Rule 141(1) EPC (Eurcpean Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to
the instant application.

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant
[] application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with
any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above.

B. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent
[ ] application. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant
application.
NOTE: Once the application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO may provide access to the
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Applicant Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignment recorded by the Office.

Applicant |1

If the applicant is the inventor {or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be provided in this secticn is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 {(assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or perscn who otherwise shows sufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be

identified in this section.

® Assignee Legal Representative under 35 U.8.C. 117 Joint Inventor

Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is:

R

Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor:

If the Applicant is an Crganization check here. X

Organization Name GREE, INC.

Mailing Address Information For Applicant:

Address 1 -10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku

Address 2

City okyo State/Province

Countryl | P Postal Code 106-6112
Phone Number Fax Number

Email Address

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title
37 of CFR to have an assignment recorded by the Office.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Assignee (1

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent
application publication. An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information™ section will appear on the patent application
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the
patent application publication.

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. X
Organization Name GREE, INC.
Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee:
Address 1 5-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku
Address 2
City ‘ Irokyo State/Province
Countryi | lIP Postal Code 106-6112
Phone Number Fax Number
Email Address
Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by o

selecting the Add button.

Signature:

NOTE: This Application Data Sheet must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b). However, if this Application
Data Sheet is submitted with the INITIAL filing of the application and either box A or B is not checked in
subsection 2 of the “Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access” section, then this form must
also be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c).

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patent practitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic
entity (e.g., corporation or assaciation). If the applicant is two or more joint inventors, this form must be signed by a
patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or more joint inventor-applicants who have been given
power of attorney (e.g., see USPTO Form PTO/AIA/81) on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants.

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications.

Signature ||/B. Graham Nelson/ for James A._ Oliff Date (YYYY-MM-DD)| P019-08-05
First Name F Graham Last Name ‘ rslelson Registration Number 2,699
Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add
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PTO/AIA/4 (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

L Attorney Docket Number
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

163485.02

Application Number

Title of Invention | GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTQO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1674 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission cf the attached form related tc a patent
application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information
is 35 U.5.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/cr examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of
the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1 Theinformation on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.5.C. 552) and the Privacy
Act (5 U.5.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of
Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

2. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative
tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3 Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom
the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. Arecordin this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in order to perform
a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.5.C.
552a(m).

5. Arecordrelated to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use,
to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent CooperationTreaty.

6.  Arecordin this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.5.C. 181)
and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.5.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee, during an
inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.5.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the G5A regulations governing inspection of
records for this purpose, and any other relevant {i.e., GSA or Commerce)} directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

8.  Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use,
to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

9. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enfcrcement agency, if the USPTO becomes
aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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