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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www, uspto, gov

APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEYDOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

 
16/531,536 03/10/2020 10583365 163485.02 4956

25944 7590 02/19/2020

OLITT PLC
P.O. BOX 320850

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent numberand issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustmentis 0 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identitied application will include
an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) wasfiled in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustmentis the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEBsite (http://pair-uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office
of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments
should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management (ODM)at
(571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please sec PAIR WEBsite http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA,Tokyo, JAPAN;
GREE, INC., Tokyo, JAPAN;
Tomohiro TSUKIHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Norikazu KATO, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Tomoki YASUHARA,Tokyo, JAPAN;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USAis the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.
1R103 (Rev. 10/09)
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PART B-FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with the applicable lee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.
By mail, sendto: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, sendto: (571) 273-2885Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for wansmilting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATIONFEE(if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate.
All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless
corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee
notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS(Note: Use Block | for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

We 5 papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
OLIFF PLC have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.
P.O. Box 320850 Certificate of Mailing or ‘Transmission
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 L hereby certify that this Kee(s) ‘lransmittal is being deposited with the UnitedStates Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope

addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
the USPTO via EFS-Wehor byfacsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.

(Typedorprinted name)
(Signature)

(Date)
APPLICATION NO FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO CONFIRMATION NO

16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956

TITLE OF INVENTION:©GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

EXAMINER ART UNIT CLASS-SUBCLASS

J. S. McClellan 3715 463-042

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of “Fee
Address" (37 CFR 1.363)

 
 

2. For printing on the patent front page,list .
Pammgonne pie L. Oliff PLC

(1) The namesofup to 3 registered patent attomeys
- agents OR,alternatively,

Change of correspondence address (or Change of oragents omeTmgvely
Correspondence Address form PTO/SB/122)attached.

[| “Fee Address” indication (or “Fee Address” Indicationform P'TO/SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent)
attached. Use of a Customer Numberis required.

No
(2) The nameofa single firm (having as a member

a registered attorney or agent) and the names of
up to 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If 3.
no nameis listed, no namewill be printed.

 
 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT(print or typc)   

PLEASE NOTE: Unlessan assigneeis identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. lf an assigneeis identified below, the document must have been
previously recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion ofthis form is NOTa substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE or COUNTRY)

GREE,INC. Tokyo, Japan

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent):[|Individual [x] Corporationorotherprivate group entity [| Government
4a. Fees Submitted: Issue Fee[|Publication Fee (if required)[|Advance Order- # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment(Please first reapply any previously paidfee shown above):

[x]Electronic Payment via EFS-Web [J Enclosed check [ Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)
X_| The Dircetoris hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 15-0461

5. Change of Entity Status (from status indicated above)

Applicantcertifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29. NOTE: Absenta valid Certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue fee.. paymentin the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

 

Applicantasserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. NOTE:If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken asuu . a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.   
Applicant changing to regular undiscountedfeestatus. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken as a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro entitystatus, as applicable.

 

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date January 31, 2020

Typed or printed name B. Graham Nelson Registration No. 72,699

PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 OMB0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
7187808v.1 163485.02

Supercell
Exhibit 1006

Page 2



Supercell 
Exhibit 1006 

Page 3

Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Filing Date: 05-Aug-2019 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

fleejoel Aemstrong/Dakots Thompson
Attorney Docket Number: 163485.02

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Sub-Totalin

USD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Description Fee Code

 

Claims:
 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition:
 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
 

UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE
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_ Sub-Totalin

Extension-of-Time:

Miscellaneous: 
Total in USD (S$) 1000
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

Application Number: 16531536

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 4956

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

 

pleJoel S. Armstrong/Dakota Thompson

Filing Date: 05-AUG-2019 

Time Stamp: 15:28:28

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

 
RAM confirmation Number E20201UF 28520031

TheDirector of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentasfollows:
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File Listing:

Document eas . File Size(Bytes)/
Number DocumentDescription File Name Message Digest|Part /.zip| (ifappl.) 

36958

Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) Issue_Fee_Transmittal.pdf 9901743d09cS806df42eafed 1ef6422c6c84al

Information:

Fee Worksheet (SBO6) fee-info.pdf 6099fde4f69a8571 73892e542ef2c8iSt256

 

Warnings: 

Information:

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

 
New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown onthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptanceof the application as a
nationalstage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.
NewInternational Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
andofthe InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address) COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www uspto.gov 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956

OLIFF PLC

P.O. BOX 320850 MCCLELLAN, JAMES §
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER

NOTIFLCATION DATE DELIVERY MODE

12/27/2019 ELECTRONIC
 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date” to the
following e-mail address(es):
OfficeAction25944@ oliff.com

jarmstrong @ oliff.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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rrect Application No. Applicant(s)Noth Cormestod bili 16/531,536 YOSHIKAWAetal.otice of Alowability Examiner Art Unit|AIA (FITF) Status
JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3715 No

~ The MAILING DATE ofthis communication appears on the coversheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITSIS (OR REMAINS) CLOSEDin this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENTRIGHTS.This application is subject to withdrawal from issueatthe initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.{¥} This communication is responsive to an IDS submitted on 11/27/2019.
OA declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/werefiled on

2.( An election was madebythe applicant in responseto a restriction requirementset forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporatedinto this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-18 . As a result of the allowed claim(s}, you maybeeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4.¥) Acknowledgmentis madeof a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a) MAI b)J] Some=*c) L) None ofthe:

1.YJCertified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. (1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

 

3. (J Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been receivedin this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE"of this communicationto file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENTofthis application.
THIS THREE-MONTHPERIODIS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5.) CORRECTED DRAWINGS(as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.
C) including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Commentor in the Office action of

Paper No./Mail Date .
Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawingsin the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as suchin the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6.7 DEPOSIT OFand/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1.1 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892)
2.) Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. CF) Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance

Paper No./Mail Date .
3.1 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirementfor Deposit 7.0 Other .

of Biological Material .
4.C] Interview Summary (PTO-413),

Paper No./Mail Date. :
/James S. McClellan/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

5. C Examiner's Amendment/Comment 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office .
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20191221
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Receipt date: 11/27/2019 16/531,536 —- GAU: 3715

Dec code: IDS PTO/SB/O8a (02-18)
“age . - . Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031

Dec description: Information Disclosure Statement {IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OME control number.

[==+d
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Application Number  
 

  
 

 

Filing Date p019-08-05
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor suyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Ant Uni_ nit 3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name J. S. McClellan 
    Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
 

 
U.S.PATENTS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

 

Examiner] Cite Kind Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* No Patent Number Code’ Issue Date of cited Document

 

 
 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patentcitation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
 

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner] Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* Cite No Number Code"'| Date of cited Document

     
lf you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button|Add|

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

Pages,Columns,Lines

 

 
Name of Patentee or

Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document Country Kind|Publication Applicantofcited where Relevant Ts
Initial* No|Number? Code?| Code*| Date PP Passages or RelevantDocument .

Figures Appear

 
       

 
NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

 

Examiner] Cite
Initials*|No

   
 

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Receipt date: J1/27/2019 16/531,526-Gao:3745
Application Number 16531536

 

 

Filing Date 2019-08-05 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Art Unit | 3715
Examiner Name J. S. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

 

    
 

 

amecast, "SHOWING REALLY HOW MUCH MONEY IS SPENT ON GANDAM CARD COLLECTIONS AND
ACHA: TAKING A LOOK AT SOCIAL GAMES",<http://gamecast-blog._com/archives/65683438html>, June 10, 2012

October 29, 2019 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2018-221107.  
 

If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature | /James 8. McClellan/ Date Considered | 12/21/2019
*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetherornotcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
‘4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicantis to place a check mark hereiff
English language translation is attached.

  
EFS Web 2.1.18
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Receipt date: 11/27/2019 16/531,536—-Gam:3715
 

 

 

 

    
Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unit [371s
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name J. S. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02 

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of informatian contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)({2).

See attached certification statement.

<The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statementis not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature {B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-11-27

Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registratian Number 2,699

 
  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.

 
EFS Web 2.1.18
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Receipt date: 11/27/2019 16/531,536 —- GAU: 3715

Privacy Act Statement
 

 
The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do nat furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence toa
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records forthis
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

 
 

EFS Web 2.1.18
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Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (02-18)
ve - - 7 Approvedfor use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031

Docdescription: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

| 6531536
| b019-08-05

suyoshi YOSHIKAWA

3715

J. S. McClellan

  
 

  

Application Number 
 
 

  
 Filing Date

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

 

  
First Named Inventor

Art Unit
 
 
 

 

 Examiner Name  
 
 

 163485.02  
Attorney Docket Number

 U.S.PATENTS

. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
Examiner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Name of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or RelevantInitial No Code’ of cited Document

Figures Appear   
 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patentcitation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Examiner] ,. Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
“ey Cite No . Relevant Passages or RelevantInitial Number Code'| Date of cited Document

Figures Appear  
 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button|Add|
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS [Remove]

Pages,Columns, Lines
where Relevant

Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 
 

 
Nameof Patentee or

Applicantof cited
Document

 
 

 
 

Country Publication
Code?|

Examiner] Cite|Foreign Document 5
Initial* Number? qT 

  
 

NON-PATENTLITERATURE DOCUMENTS [Remove] 

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine,journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

Examiner} Cite
Initials*|No
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16531536

2019-08-05  Application Number 

 
  
 

Filing Date
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

 
Examiner Name J. S. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
 

 

amecast, "SHOWING REALLY HOW MUCH MONEYIS SPENT ON GANDAM CARD COLLECTIONS AND
ACHA: TAKING A LOOK AT SOCIAL GAMES", <http://gamecast-blog.com/archives/65683438html>, June 10, 2012

October 29, 2019 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2018-221107. 
If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button  EXAMINER SIGNATURE

*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetheror notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark hereif}
English languagetranslation is attached.
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16531536

2019-08-05

Application Number    
  
 

Filing Date
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

 
 Examiner Name J. S. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
 

  
 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement wasfirst cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[| any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

 

xX See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statementis not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature. 

Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-11-27   Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number 2.699  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sentto the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
requestinvolving an individual, to whem the record pertains, whenthe individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA aspart of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of recordsfor this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandoned orin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Filing Date: 05-Aug-2019 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

feemeen

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

 
 

Description Fee Code seoepts) in

Pages:

Claims:
 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition:
 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
 

Extension-of-Time:
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_ Sub-Totalin

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD ($) 
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

Application Number: 16531536

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 4956

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

 

ee

Filing Date: 05-AUG-2019 

Time Stamp: 17:14:51

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

 
RAM confirmation Number E2019AQH15071874

TheDirector of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentasfollows:
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File Listing:
Document

Number DocumentDescription
File Size(Bytes)/

File Name Message Digest Part /.zip| (ifappl.) 

Transmittal Letter

Information:

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)
Form {SB08)

24428

Information_Disclosure_State
ment.pdf 26ceff94b8937025 $280 | 9ebBaced7403959

485e

1034632

20191127_-
_Information_Disclosure_State

ment_Fillable_PDF.pdf
24aaf6{574001 7dd4ce297d0aaddF32b26bi

 

Warnings: 

Information:

AU.S. Patent NumberCitation or a U.S. Publication NumberCitation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may removethe form to add the required data in orderto correct the Informational Messageif
you areciting U.S. References.If you chose notto include U.S. References, the imageof the form will be processed and be madeavailable
within the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system. However, no data will be extracted from this form. Any additional data such as Foreign Patent
Documents or Non PatentLiterature will be manually reviewed and keyed into USPTO systems.

Non PatentLiterature

Information:

Non PatentLiterature

Information:

367189

DO19_CameCast2012.PDF 4714b8c.7356810e 985elsa6 32587115 (60116)
2efd

319841

$020_0060D_201910290A.PDFI 256717{c81e3bcObab6832ddfsa71c9255
b028c

 
$020_0060D_201910290A_1.

 

 

 

 

5 Non PatentLiterature DE no 6243127f2a8b48b739181d9ee 16d88e06839}
e0b2e

Warnings:

Information:
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Fee Worksheet (SBO6) fee-info.pdf 1b9f33ec215996ba26Sac04ed0e715 eef262|
99d9

 

Warnings: 

Information:

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

 
New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new applicationis being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown onthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.
NationalStage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptanceof the application as a
national stage submission under35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.
New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new internationalapplication is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
andof the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PATENT APPLICATION

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
 

In re Patent Application of: Attorney Docket No.: 163485.02
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWAetal.

Application No.: 16/531,536 Confirmation No.: 4956

Filed: August 5, 2019 Art Unit: 3715

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME Examiner: J. §. McClellan
SERVER, AND PROGRAM
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT WITH 30-DAY CERTIFICATION

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby

directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 Form. Unless otherwise indicated

herein, one copy of each item(s) is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be

expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made

of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom.

xX 1. This Information Disclosure Statementis being filed more than three months
after the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection, Notice of
Allowance, or other action that closes prosccution (c.g., Quayle Action), but on or
before paymentof the Issue Fee. The fees associated with this filing under
37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) are being paid electronically with this filing. The Commissioner
is hereby authorized to charge any additional fee (or credit any overpayment)
associated [or this filing to Deposit Account No. 15-0461.

Xx] a. Thereby certify that each item of information contained in this
Information Disclosure Statement wasfirst cited in any communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three
monthspriorto the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement.
37 CFR §1.97(e)(1).

7055647v.1 163485.02
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Application No. 16/531,536

Xx 2. Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement:
(i) Wasfirst cited in any communication from a patent office in a counterpart foreign or
international application or from the Office, and this communication was not received by an
individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than thirty dayspriorto the filing of this Information
Disclosure Statement; or

(i) Is a communication that was issued by a patent office in a counterpart foreign or
international application or by the Office, and this communication was not received by any
individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than thirty dayspriorto the filing of this information
disclosure statement.

XxX 3. With respect to the following foreign language document, for which a
translation is not submitted:

NPL Cite|Abstract|Discussed in|Discussedin|Correspondsto
No Provided

poe po NPL.cite 2

Respectfully submitted,

Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson /
James A. Oliff

Registration No.: 27,075
B. Graham Nelson

Registration No.: 72,699
JAO:BGN/dkt

Date: November 27, 2019
 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
OLIFF PLC AUTHORIZATION

P.O. Box 320850 Please grant any extension
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 necessary for entry of this filing;
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 Charge any fee due to our

Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO Bax 14450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450wwwuspto gov
 
 
 APPLICATION NUMBER FILING OR 371(C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKRT NO/TITLE

16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02
CONFIRMATIONNO.4956

25944 PUBLICATION NOTICE
OLIFF PLC

P.O. BOX 320850 OUTTAEA0000001 12806300
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

Title:GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Publication No.US-2019-0351330-A1
Publication Date:1 1/21/2019

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databasesvia the
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http:/Awww.uspto.gov/pattt/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon paymentof the appropriate fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's
Public Records Division. The Public Records Division can be reached by telephone at (571) 272-3150 or (800)
972-6382, by facsimile at (671) 273-3250, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and TrademarkOffice,
Public Records Division, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and
the dates of receipt of correspondencefiled in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through
the Patent Electronic Business Genter at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application
Information and Retrieval (PAIR) system. The directlink to access this status information is currently
https ://portal.uspto.gov/pair/PublicPair. Prior to publication, such status information is confidential and may only
be obtained by applicant using the private side of PAIR.

Further assistancein electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

 

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address; COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www. uspto.gav 

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCEAND FEE(S) DUE

OLIFF PLC MCCLELLAN, JAMES S
P.O. BOX 320850

ALEXANDRIA,VA 22320-4850
3715

DATE MAILED: 11/01/2019

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. CONFIRMATION NO.

16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE|PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 02/03/2020

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITSIS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCEIS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUSTBE PAID WITIIIN TIIREE MONTITS FROMTITE MAILING
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD
CANNOTBE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN

THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORMWILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE.

HOW TO REPLYTO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUSshownabove.If the ENTITY STATUSis shown as SMALL or MICRO,verify whether entitlement to that
entity statusstill applies.

Ifthe ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY S'TA'TUS is changed fromthat shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (fromstatus indicated above)”.

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

ll. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL,or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and ‘Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE(if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occurdueto the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

II. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communicationsprior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEEunless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenancefees are duein utility patents issuing on applicationsfiled on or after Dec. 12, 1980.
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More informationis available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.

Page 1 of 3
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PARTB - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and sendthis form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:=(571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be usedfortransmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE(if required). Blocks 1 through5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenancefees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
belowor directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS"for maintenance fee notifications.

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Tee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its ownccrtificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

25944 7590 11/01/2019 Certificate of Mailing or ‘Transmission

OLIFF PLC T herchy certify that this Fec(s) Transmittal is heing deposited with the UnitedStates Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
P.O. BOX 320850 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above,or being transmitted to
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 the USPTO via EFS-Webor byfacsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.(Typedorprinted name}

(Signature}} 
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. CONFIRMATION NO.

16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

 APPLN. ‘TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE|PREV. PALD ISSUB FEE ‘TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 02/03/2020

EXAMINER ART UNIT CLASS-SUBCLASS

MCCLELLAN, JAMES S 3715 463-042000

2. For printing on the patent front page, list
(1) The namesofup to 3 registered patent attorneys
or agents OR,alternatively, 1
(2) The nameof a single firm (having as a member a
tegistered attorney or agent) and the names of upto=—«_2
2 registered palent allorneys or agents. If no nameis
listed, no name will be printed.

CFR 1.363).

I Changeof correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 
J “Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address” Indication form PTO/
SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Numberis required.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATATO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT(printor type)

 
PLEASE NOTE: Unless anassigneeis identified below, no assignee data will appear onthe patent. If an assigneeis identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded,orfiled for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion ofthis form is NOTa substitute for filing an assignment.
(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE:(CITYand STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : Ld individual LJ Corporation or other private group entity J Government 

Aa. Fees submitted: (hissue Fee (publication Fee (if required) Ldadvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paidfee shown above)

(LI Electronic Payment via EFS-Web (J Enclosed check 4 Non-electronic paymentbycredit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

(J The Directoris hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
NOTE:Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee paymentin the micro entity amount will not be acceptedat the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE:If the application was previously undcr micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entitystatus.
NOTE:Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

I Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

I Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 
I Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE:This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CTR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CER 1.4 for signature requirements andcertifications.
 

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.
  

Page 2 of 3
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address; COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www. uspto.gav 
 

16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956

EXAMINER

OLIFF PLC MCCLELLAN, JAMES S

P.O. BOX 320850 oe , ,
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

3715

DATE MAILED: 11/01/2019

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applicationsfiled on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to climinate the requirement
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior
to the issue date ofthe patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration
of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issuc and publication fec payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3
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OMB Clearance and PRA BurdenStatement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency request to
collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration date for the
agency to display on the instrumentthat will be used to collect the information and (i1) requires the agencyto inform
the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collectionis estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
U.S. Deparimenit of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,

Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no personsare required to respond to a collection
of information unless 1t displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment
of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of

Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records fromthis system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedomof Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records maybe disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting
a request involving an individual, to whomthe record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuantto the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Adminisiralor, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C.
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection
of records for this purpose, and anyother relevant (i.e, GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall
not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records maybe disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the publicif the record wasfiled
in an application which became abandonedor in which the proceedings were terminated and which application
is referenced bycithcr a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issucd patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine usc, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware ofa violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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. . 16/531 536 YOSHIKAWAetal.

JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3715 No

~ The MAILING DATE ofthis communication appears on the coversheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITSIS (OR REMAINS) CLOSEDin this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENTRIGHTS.This application is subject to withdrawal from issueatthe initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.{¥} This communication is responsive to claims filed on 8/5/2019.
OA declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/werefiled on

2.( An election was madebythe applicant in responseto a restriction requirementset forth during the interview on ; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporatedinto this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-18 . As a result of the allowed claim(s}, you maybeeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4.¥) Acknowledgmentis madeof a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a) MAI b)J] Some=*c) L) None ofthe:

1.YJCertified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. (1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

 

3. (J Copiesof the certified copies of the priority documents have been receivedin this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE"of this communicationto file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENTofthis application.
THIS THREE-MONTHPERIODIS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5.) CORRECTED DRAWINGS(as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.
C) including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Commentor in the Office action of

Paper No./Mail Date .
Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawingsin the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as suchin the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6.7 DEPOSIT OFand/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1.[¥] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5.0 Examiner's Amendment/Comment
2.) Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6.l¥}Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance

Paper No./Mail Date .
3.1 Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirementfor Deposit 7.0 Other .

of Biological Material .
4.C] Interview Summary (PTO-413),

Paper No./Mail Date. :
/James S. McClellan/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office .
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20191028
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Application/Control Number: 16/531,536 Page 2
Art Unit: 3715

Reasons for Allowance

1. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance: claim 1 recites a

game control method comprising, among other recited features, a screen comprising a plurality

of cells arranged in a matrix manner, wherein an item is associated with eachofthecells, a rarity

valuc is sect to cach item, an icon anda Ictter are included in cach of the cells, a color of cach of

the cells depends onthe rarity of the value of the associated item, and the screen further

comprises a numberof obtainable items for each rarity value. No single reference or reasonable

combination ofprior art anticipate or make obviousthe claimed invention, including the features

listed above for claim 1.

 
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0282634 to Yamada discloses a game

control method that includes tracking and displaying rare game items in a matrix, but fails to

disclose, among other features, color coding and the number of obtainable items for each rarity

value. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2014/0038716 to Endo, U.S. Patent Application

Publication No. 2011/0257442 to Hawkins, and U.S. Patent Application Publication No.

2006/0082068 to Patchen disclose game control methods including a matrix of game objects, but
 

each fails to disclose the abovelisted features of claim 1. Further, independent claims 7 and 13

also recited the allowed features. Claims 2-6, 8-12, and 14-18 depend from allowable base

claims.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the

paymentof the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompanythe issue

fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on Statement of Reasons for

Allowance.”
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Application/Control Number: 16/531,536 Page 3
Art Unit: 3715

Conclusion

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to JAMES S MCCLELLANwhose telephone numberis (571)272-

7167. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30AM-5:00PM).

Examinerinterviewsare available via telephone, in-person, and vidco conferencing using

a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicantis

encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at

hitp://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s

supervisor, Sean Hunter can be reached at 571-270-7791. The fax phone numberfor the

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications

may be obtained from either Private PATR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For morc information about the PAIR

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would

like assistance from a USPTO CustomerService Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA)or 571-272-1000.

‘James S. McClellan/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715
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Application/Control Number: 16/531,536 Page 4
Art Unit: 3715
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
16/531 ,536 Reexamination

YOSHIKAWAetal. Notice ofReferences Cited Examiner Art Unit
JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3715 Page 1 of 1

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

 
*A copyof this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).)
Dates in MM-YYYYformat are publication dates. Classifications may be US orforeign.
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20191028
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Search Notes|16/531,536 YOSHIKAWAet al.

JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3715

CPC - Searched*

AG3F 13/30, 55, 67, 69, 79, and 798 10/28/2019

CPC Combination Sets - Searched*

Symbol

US Classification - Searched*

* See searchhistory printout included with this form or the SEARCH NOTESbox below to determine the scope of the
search.

a

Claim term searchfor interference

Interference Search

US ClassiCPC|Wc subclass/CPC Group
Symbol

A63F 13/30, 55, 67, 69, 79, and 798 40/28/2019

 
‘James S. McClellan/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20191028

Page 1 of 1
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification
16/531 ,536 YOSHIKAWAetal.

| | | seesJAMES S MCCLELLAN 

NONE
Total Claims Allowed:

(Assistant Examiner) 18

James S. McClellan/ 28 October 2019 . . aes
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715 O.G. Print Claim(s)|O.G. Print Figure 
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 10B

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20191028

Page 1 of 3
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification|46/531.536

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION

CLAIMED

A63F 13/35

NON-CLAIMED

US ORIGINAL CLASSIFICATION

SUBCLASS

CROSS REFERENCES(S)

CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK)

 
 
NONE

Total Claims Allowed:

(Assistant Examiner) 18

Names S. McClellan/ 28 October 2019 . . a
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715 O.G. Print Claim(s)|O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 10B

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20191028

Page 2 of 3
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification|46/531.536

Claims renumberedin the same order as presented by applicant {J CPA ©) T.D. C) R.1.47
CLAIMSOLAS
Final_|Original|Final__|Original|Final__[Original|Final__|Original|Final__JOriginal[Final_[Original[Final_|Original|Final__|Original|
pT 

 
NONE

Total Claims Allowed:

(Assistant Examiner) 18

Names S. McClellan/ 28 October 2019 . ; a
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3715 O.G. Print Claim(s)|O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 10B

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20191028

Page 3 of 3
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Receipt date: 08/26/2019 16/531,536 —- GAU: 3715

Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (02-18)ran a. . Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OME control number.
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 Application Number

 Filing Date 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor
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Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
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Receipt date: 08/26/2019 16/531536—~Gao:3715
Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

 

 

 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Art Unit | 3715
 

  Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

20120004038 P012-01-05 an Luchene

aa pe
poe

  
 

  

  

— a

pas
— pe

If you wish te add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button]Add|

  
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Pages,Columns,Lines
where Relevant

Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

  
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 
Name of Patentee or

Applicant of cited
Document

 
 

Kind|Publication
Code‘ Date

Examiner} Cite|Foreign Document
Initial* No|Number?

SP002-236773
P002-366852

P001-353371

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JsM/

Country: 5
Code?! qT

  
 
 

A 2002-08-23 Dainippon Printing Co Ltd

pS 2002-12-20 jitoshinku Kk  

  
  

2001-12-25 ‘onami Co Ltd,
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Receipt date: 08/26/2019 16/531,536-Gau:3715
 

 

 

 

    
Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unit [371s
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02 

  

a So ao wo oO = ©wwana 2003-01-21

miertainmentCo Ltd

2011-04-07

= i] Oo Lo] = g= om]i]

  

S=S SoSo=oata@aon OoQOw =pO= n|~Oe>©Gi~©Gooda
  

2007-05-17

2001-08-14

  

2003-09-16
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Receipt date: 08/26/2019 16/531,536—-Gam:3715
 

 

 

 

    
Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unit [371s
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02 

 

 — pooh_ eT
If you wish te add additional Foreign Patent Documentcitation information please click the Add button

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Include nameof the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

 
 

Examiner] Cite
Initials*|No
 

1 Pbeptember 10, 2013 International Search Report issued in Application No. PCT/JP2013/003899.

 

2 arch 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606.

 

3 arch 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2014-007086.

 

4 une 10, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606.

 

5 eptember 16, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2014-142613.

 

6 lovember 19, 2013 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606.

 

Social Game Review ¢: Social Gacha's payment encouragement scheme has overwhelmed network games[online],
ameCastiPhone, February 11, 2012, (with partial translation).

 

‘POWER PRO KUN POCKET14 OFFICIAL COMPLETE GUIDE”, Enterbrain, 1st Edition, page 157, February 22,
PO12, (with partial translation).
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Receipt date: 08/26/2019
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

 

 

 

 

16/531536—~Gao:3715
Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Art Unit | 3715
Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned   
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02 

 

 

 

 

  
EFS Web 2.1.18

'DENGEKI!! YOEN KUNOICHI", Appli Fan, Cosmic Publishing, Vol. 2, pages 116-117, April 15, 2012.

'WONDERLIFE SPECIAL, NINTENDO OFFICIAL GUIDEBOOK, POKEMON XD, GALE OF DARKNESS, DARK
UGIA", ShogakukanInc., 1st Edition, page 152, October 1, 2005.

ebruary 3, 2015 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-208126.

December ?2, 2015 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2015-131303.

October 4, 2016 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444.

December1, 2016 Office Action Issued In U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219

intendo DREAM August issue separate volume, Tomodachi Collection, Shima No Seikatsu Mankitsu Guide, Mainichi
ommunications Inc_, Vol. 14, No. 8, pg. 19, 2009.

ay 9, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444.

Saka Tsuku DS Touchand Direct Perfect Guide, ENTERBRAIN,INC., First Version, pp. 74-76, January 8, 2009.

August 25, 2017 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219.

a
15 ebruary 21, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444.

16

17

18

a
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Receipt date: 08/26/2019 16/531,536—-Gam:3715
Application Number 16531536 

Filing Date 2019-08-05 

First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Art Unit | 3715
Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

 

  
  
 

 

ebruary 9, 2018 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219.

une 26, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020.

 

 

 

 
EFS Web 2.1.18

  ay 25, 2018 Notice of Allowance issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219.

September 18, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020.

edia WorksInc. "YOSHI'S ISLAND DS, THE COMPLETE GUIDE”. 3rd Edition, pp. 6-9, June 5, 2007.  

DigiCube Go., Ltd. "KINGDOM HEART'S ULTIMANIA”. Revised Edition, pp. 17, 308, 312, June 12, 2003.

nterbrain Inc. 7th DRAGON 2020, COMPLETE GUIDE”. 1st Edition, pp. 28, January 10, 2012.

Bupercell, "THIRD ASSERTION DOCUMENTBY OBLIGORS," submitted in Case No. H30(¥O)22064 of JP Patent
lo. 6276314, pp. 1-24, September 3, 2018.

MO, "SIGNIFICANTLY RENEWED 'GACHA AND PONTA,” submitted in Case No. H30(¥O)22064 of JP Patent No.
6276314, pp. 1-2, November 19, 2009.

BANGACHA, "SUMMARY OF SPEC DESCRIPTION OF GACHA AND PONTA 2," submitted in Case No. H30(Y¥O)
P?064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-11, November ?1, 2009.  

AMAGUCHI Masahiro, "WHAT IS THE NEW "WINDOWS TOUCH" FUNCTION IN WINDOWS 7?" submitted in Case
lo. H30¢YO)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-13, October 23, 2009.
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Receipt date: 08/26/2019 16/531,536—-Gam:3715
 

 

 

  
  
Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unit [371s
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02 
 

IKKEI Trendy Net, "WINDOWS 7 SALES START!" RELATED ARTICLE TO BE FURTHER ACQUAINTED WITH 7,"
BUbmitted in Case No. H30(YO)227064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-4, October 73, 2009.

lobbyJAPAN Co., Ltd., "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3 - FIRST STEP GUIDE,” submitted in Gase No. H30
Y¥O)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 006, 007, 042, 043, March 1, 2010.

 

AKIZAWA Osamu, "BANDAI NAMCO, WIN "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3,™submitted in Case No. H30(¥O
P?064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-6, February 25, 2010.

AKIZAWA Osamu, "BANDAI NAMCO, WIN "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3,™submitted in Case No. H30(¥O
P2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-2, printed on August 9, 2018.

Bupercell's Agent, "FUNCTION CONFIRMATION REPORT,” submitted in Case No. H30(¥0}22064 of JP Patent No.
62/6314, pp. 1-2, September 3, 2018.  

  
If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature | f/dJames 8. McClellan/ Date Considered | 10/28/2019
*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetherornotcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. © Applicantis to place a check mark hereif
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number 16531536

Filing Date 2019-08-05

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT An Unit [371s
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02 

 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of informatian contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three monthsprior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)({2).

See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statementis not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature {B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-08-26

Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registratian Number 2,699

 
  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 08/26/2019 16/531,536 —- GAU: 3715

Privacy Act Statement
 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do nat furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

2. A record from this system of records may bedisclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence toa
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

4, A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records forthis
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address) COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
www uspto.gov 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

16/531,536 08/05/2019 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.02 4956

25944 7590 09/12/2019

OLIFF PLC
P.O. BOX 320850

ALEXANDRIA,VA 22320-4850

EXAMINER

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER

NOTIFLCATION DATE DELIVERY MODE

09/12/2019 ELECTRONIC
 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date” to the
following e-mail address(es):
OfficeAction25944@ oliff.com

jarmstrong @ oliff.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
16/53 1,536 YOSHIKAWAetal.

Decision Granting Request for
Prioritized Examination (Track [)|Examiner AIA (FITF) Status

CHERYL P GIBSON No
BAYLOR

1. THE REQUEST FILED 05 August 2019 IS GRANTED .

The above-identified application has met the requirements for prioritized examination
A. for an original nonprovisional application (Track I).
B. C) for an application undergoing continued examination (RCE).

2. The above-identified application will undergo prioritized examination. The application will be
accorded special status throughoutits entire course of prosecution until one of the following occurs:

filing a petition for extension of time to extend the time periodfor filing a reply;

filing an amendmen mend th lication ntain more than four in
claims, more than thirty total claims , or a multiple dependent claim;

filing a request for continued examination;

filing a notice of appeal;

filing a request for suspension of action;

mailing of a notice of allowance;

mailing of a final Office action;

completion of examination as defined in 37 CFR 41.102; or

abandonmentof the application.

Telephone inquiries with regard to this decision should be directed to CHERYL GIBSON BAYLORat (571

)272-3213. In his/her absence,calls may be directed to Petition Help Desk at (571) 272-3282.

ICHERYL GIBSON BAYLOR/

Paralegal Specialist, OPET

 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

PTO-2298 (Rev. 02-2012)
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Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (02-18)
age . . 7 Approvedfor use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031

Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

| 6531536
| b019-08-05

suyoshi YOSHIKAWA

  
 

 
   
 

 

Application Number

  
 Filing Date

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

 
 First Named Inventor 

 
   
 

oe Art Unit 3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number 163485.02
 

U.S.PATENTS 

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

Examiner] Cite Kind Nameof Patentee or Applicant
Initial* No Patent Number Code’ Issue Date of cited Document

   
 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patentcitation information pleaseclick the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Examiner] ,. Publication Kind|Publication Nameof Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
“ey Cite No . Relevant Passages or RelevantInitial Number Code'| Date of cited Document

Figures Appear 

a a me
—_

 

—_ a

a pe
—_
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16531536

2019-08-05

Application Number 

 
 
 
 

Filing Date
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

 Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02

P0120004038 P012-01-05 an Luchene

 

 

 

 =|
=|

oto et al.

 

 
  P0090247260 Al

P0110124415 Al

P0130337906 Al

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button]Add|
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS [Remove]
 

  

  
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

Pages,Columns, Lines
where Relevant

Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

 
 

 Nameof Patentee or

Applicantof cited
Decument

 
 
  

 

 
 
 

Publication
Date

Country. 5
Code?| T 

 

Number?

— Pe
P002-366852 PS 2002-12-20 iitoshinku Kk

be

 

 
A 2002-08-23 Dainippon Printing Co Ltd

 
 

2001-12-25 onami CoLtd,
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

  Application Number 16531536 

Filing Date 
First Named Inventor

 Examiner Name

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Not Yet Assigned

 
  
 
  

2019-08-05

 

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02 

 Oooa oSowWw =2
8

gPa =2xfhnNDB
oS ras)ade & oofra)oan

=S oSoS Oo—_ woww Qoao =nNfa)sloO>a=wos]====~aanewi)>
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P008-220984

EFS Web 2.1.18

 

2003-01-21

2003-05-27

2005-11-17

2013-02-07

2003-01-17

2008-09-25

2011-04-07

2007-05-17

2001-08-14

2003-09-16

2001-09-25

  
onami CoLtd,

intendo Co Ltd

onami, Digital
ntertainment Co Ltd

Sharp Kk

intendo Co Ltd  
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16531536

2019-08-05

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Application Number  
 Filing Date

First Named Inventor

 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
 

 

  
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Documentcitation information please click the Add button

NON-PATENTLITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(book, magazine,journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
publisher, city and/or country where published.

 

September 10, 2013 International Search Report issued in Application No. PCT/JP2013/003899.

arch 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606.

arch 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2014-007086.

une 10, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606.

September 16, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2014-142613.

lovember 19, 2013 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606.

Social Game Review /¢: Social Gacha's payment encouragement scheme has overwhelmed network games[online],
ameCast iPhone, February 11, 2012, (with partial translation).

"POWER PRO KUN POCKET14 OFFICIAL COMPLETE GUIDE", Enterbrain, 1st Edition, page 157, February 22,
P012, (with partial translation).
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16531536

2019-08-05  Application Number 

 
  
 
 

Filing Date
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

 Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
 

 

 
‘DENGEKI!! YOEN KUNOICHI", Appli Fan, Cosmic Publishing, Vol. 2, pages 116-117, Apnl 15, 2012.  

WONDERLIFE SPECIAL, NINTENDO OFFICIAL GUIDEBOOK, POKEMON XD, GALE OF DARKNESS, DARK
UGIA", ShogakukanInc., 1st Edition, page 152, October 1, 2005.

= = ebruary 3, 2015 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-208126.

= December 22, 2015 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2015-131303.

October 4, 2016 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444.

December1, 2016 Office Action Issued In U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219  

ebruary 21, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444.

intendo DREAM August issue separate volume, Tomodachi Collection, Shima No Seikatsu Mankitsu Guide, Mainichi
ommunications Inc., Vol. 14, No. 8, pg. 19, 2009.

= ~ lay 9, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444.

Saka Tsuku DS Touch and Direct Perfect Guide, ENTERBRAIN,INC., First Version, pp. 74-76, January 8, 2009.

August 25, 2017 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219.  

 a
e
fe

.
fe
*
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16531536

2019-08-05  Application Number 

 
  
 
 

Filing Date
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

 Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
 

 

 
NSo ebruary 9, 2018 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219.  

No lune 26, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020.

NNo jay 25, 2018 Notice of Allowance issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219.

September 18, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020.

ledia WorksInc. "YOSHI'S ISLAND DS, THE COMPLETE GUIDE”. 3rd Edition, pp. 6-9, June 5, 2007.

DigiCube Co., Ltd. "KINGDOM HEART'S ULTIMANIA". Revised Edition, pp. 17, 308, 312, June 12, 2003.  

nterbrain Inc. 7th DRAGON 2020, COMPLETE GUIDE”. 1st Edition, pp. 28, January 10, 2012.

Bupercell, "THIRD ASSERTION DOCUMENTBY OBLIGORS,"submitted in Case No. H30(YO)22064 of JP Patent
lo. 6276314, pp. 1-24, September 3, 2018.

MO, "SIGNIFICANTLY RENEWED 'GACHA AND PONTA,”submitted in Case No. H30(Y0)22064 of JP Patent No.
5276314, pp. 1-2, November 19, 2009.

Noo  

BANGACHA, "SUMMARY OF SPEC DESCRIPTION OF GACHA AND PONTA2," submitted in Case No. H30(YO)
P2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-11, November 21, 2009.

No oo

AMAGUCHI Masahiro, "WHAT IS THE NEW "WINDOWS TOUCH” FUNCTION IN WINDOWS7?" submitted in Case
lo. H30(YO)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-13, October 23, 2009.

oOo  

 Pe

e

-
-
-
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16531536

2019-08-05

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

  Application Number  
 
 

Filing Date
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

 First Named Inventor

   
 

Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
 

 

 IKKEI Trendy Net, "WINDOWS7 SALES START!" RELATED ARTICLE TO BE FURTHER ACQUAINTED WITH 7,"
Bubmitted in Case No. H30(¥O)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-4, October 23, 2009.  

lobbyJAPAN Go., Ltd,"GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION3 - FIRST STEP GUIDE,” submitted in Case No. H30
YO)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 006, 007, 042, 043, March 1, 2010.

AKIZAWA Osamu, "BANDAI NAMCO, WIN "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION3,”submitted in Case No. H30(YO
P2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-6, February 25, 2010.

AKIZAWA Osamu, "BANDAI NAMCO, WIN "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION3,™submitted in Case No. H30(YO
P2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-2, printed on August 9, 2018.  

Supercell's Agent, "FUNCTION CONFIRMATION REPORT,” submitted in Case No. H30(YO)22064 of JP Patent No.
6276314, pp. 1-2, September3, 2018.

 
If you wish to add additional non-patentliterature documentcitation information please click the Add button

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

*EXAMINER:Initial if reference considered, whetheror notcitation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enteroffice that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial numberof the patent document.
4 Kind of documentby the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark hereiff
English languagetranslation is attached.
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16531536

2019-08-05

Application Number    
  
 
 

Filing Date
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

First Named Inventor|Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

  
 Examiner Name Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.02
 

  
 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement wasfirst cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a

foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[| any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

 

xX See attached certification statement.

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statementis not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature. 

Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-08-26   Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number 2.699  
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public whichis to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upontheindividual case. Any comments on the amountof time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sentto the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMSTO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by youin this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counselin the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
requestinvolving an individual, to whem the record pertains, whenthe individual has requested assistance from the
Memberwith respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposesof
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA aspart of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records managementpractices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of recordsfor this
purpose, and any other relevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations aboutindividuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record wasfiled in
an application which became abandoned orin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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PATENT APPLICATION

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
 

In re Patent Application of: Attorney Docket No.: 163485.02
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWAetal.

Application No.: 16/531,536 Confirmation No.: 4956

Filed: August 5, 2019 Art Unit: 3715

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME Examiner: Not Yet Assigned
SERVER, AND PROGRAM
 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby

directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 Form. Unless otherwise indicated

herein, one copy of each item(s) is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be

expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made

of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom.

xX 1. This Information Disclosure Statementis being filed (a) within three months
of the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of
a first Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fec
is required.

6830901v.1 163485.02
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Application No. 16/531,536

Xx 2. The references cited herein were cited by or submitted to the Office in parent
Application No. 16/053,149, filed August 2, 2018, which is relicd upon for an carlicr
filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120. Thus, no copy of any such reference is attached.
37 CFR §1.98(d). It is also understood that the Examiner will considerin this
application all of the information that has been considered by the Office in the parent
application(s), including the Office Actions and other papers issued in such
application(s). See MPEP §609.02.

JAO:BGN/azk

Date: August 26, 2019

OLIFF PLC
P.O. Box 320850

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850
Telephone: (703) 836-6400

Respectfully submitted,

Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson /
James A. Oliff

Registration No.: 27,075
B. Graham Nelson

Registration No.: 72,699

 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
AUTHORIZATION

Please grant any extension
necessary for entry ofthis filing;

Charge any fee due to our
Deposit Account No. 15-0461
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

Application Number: 16531536

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 4956

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

 

ee

Filing Date: 05-AUG-2019 

Time Stamp: 13:54:28

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

 
Submitted with Payment

File Listing: 

Document ae . File Size(Bytes)/
Number DocumentDescription File Name Message Digest|Part/.zip| (if appl.) 1037141
 
 20190826_- 

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS)

 

 

' Fi SBOs _Information_Disclosure_State no 9orm ( ment_Fillable_PDF.pdf 5884824c0827adeSef23432177¢4e737a524aed?
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Information:

Information_Disclosure_StateTransmittal Letter
ment.pdf eOab3beSa049347bf8t066ddf0a9fa2f2801

7a2

 

Warnings:

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

 
New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown onthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the filing date of the application.
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903indicating acceptanceof the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.
New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTSPO Bax 14450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450wwwuspto gov
 
 

APPLICATION FILING or GRP AR’

NUMBER 371(¢) DATE UNIT FIL FEE REC'D ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMSIND CLAIMS
16/531,536 08/03/2019 1720 163485.02 CONFIRMATION NO.4956

25944 FILING RECEIPT

P.O.BOX320850 UMUC
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

Date Mailed: 08/16/2019

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional utility patent application. The application will be taken up for
examination in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence
concerning the application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER,
FILING DATE, NAME OF FIRST INVENTOR,and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are
subjectto collection.

Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted onthis Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a corrected Filing Receipt, including a properly marked-up ADS showing the changes
with strike-through for deletions and underlining for additions. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" or
other Notice requiring a responsefor this application, please submit any request for correction to this Filing Receipt
with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processesthe reply to the Notice, the USPTOwill generate another
Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections provided that the request is grantable.

Inventor(s)
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Tomohiro TSUKIHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Norikazu KATO, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Tomoki YASUHARA,Tokyo, JAPAN;

Applicant(s)
GREE, INC., Tokyo, JAPAN;

Assignment For Published Patent Application
GREE, INC., Tokyo, JAPAN

Powerof Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 25944

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CON of 16/053,149 08/02/2018
which is a CON of 14/409,219 12/18/2014 PAT 10076708
which is a 371 of PCT/JP2013/003899 06/21/2013

Foreign Applications (You maybeeligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the
USPTO. Please see http:/Awww.uspto.gov for more information.)
JAPAN 2012-140213 06/21/2012 No Access Code Provided

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes

page 1 of 4

Supercell
Exhibit 1006

Page 67



Supercell 
Exhibit 1006 

Page 68

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 08/15/2019

The country code and numberof your priority application, to be usedforfiling abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 16/531,536

Projected Publication Date: 11/21/2019

Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
Title

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Preliminary Class

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider thefiling of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-membercountry. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of “an international
patent” and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions madein the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patentin a foreign country. Thefiling of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance asto the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents”) for more information on timeframes and deadlinesforfiling foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, orit
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http:/Awww.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http:/Avww.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerceinitiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on howto protectintellectual property in specific
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countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Governmenthotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED"followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope andlimitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless anearlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicatedis the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This licenseis to be retained by the licensee and may be usedat any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
itis revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s)filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Governmentcontract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselvesof current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Departmentof
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOTGRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOESNOTappearonthis form. Applicant maystill petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from thefiling date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from thefiling date of this application and the licensee has not received anyindication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).
 

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
businessinvestment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote andfacilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistanceto the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsmanfor existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic developmentorganizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
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technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business,visit htto:/Awww.SelectUSA.govorcall
+ 1-202-482-6800.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number
Substitute for Form PTO-875 16/531 536

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART|
(Column 1) (Column 2)

BASIC FEE
(37 CFR 4.16(a), (b). of (c))
SEARCH FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m))
EXAMINATION FEE
(87 CFR 1.16(0), (p). or (qi)

rere SNS
INDEPEND=NT CLAIMS

If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE_|sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereot. See 35 USC.

41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).

* lf the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0" in column 2.

APPLICATION AS AMENDED- PARTII

(Golumn 1) (Column 2) (Golumn 3) SMALL ENTITYCLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER ADDITIONAL

AFTER PREVIOUSLY RATES)AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Total Minus

(37 CFR 1.16(i))

(37 CFR 1.16(h)}

Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) ———
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 GFR 1.16(j))

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST

REMAINING NUMBER
AFTER PREVIOUSLY

AMENDMENT PAID FOR
Total Minus

(37 CFR 1.16(i))
Independent Minus

(37 CFR 1.16(h}}

Application Size Fee (87 CFR 1.16(s

FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT GLAIM (37 GFR 1.16(j})

ADD'L FEE
* If the entry in column1 is less than the entry in colurnn 2. write "0" in column 3.

* If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACEis less than 20, enter "20".
*“~* Ifthe "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACEis less than 3, enter "3".

The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.

AMENDMENTA
ADD'L FEE

AMENDMENTB

OTHER THAN
SMALL ENTITY

OTHER THAN
SMALL ENTITY

ADD'L FEE ADDITIONAL
FEE($)
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Doc Code: TRACK1.REQ

DocumentDescription: TrackOne Request PTO/AIA/424 (04-14)

CERTIFICATION AND REQUESTFORPRIORITIZED EXAMINATION

UNDER 37 CFR 1.102(e) (Page 1 of 1)

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

APPLICANT HEREBYCERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTSPRIORITIZED EXAMINATION FOR
THE ABOVE-IDENTIFIED APPLICATION.

1. The processing fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(i)(1) and the prioritized examination fee set forth in
37 CFR 1.17(c) have beenfiled with the request. The publication fee requirement is met
becausethat fee, set forth in 37 CFR 1.18(d), is currently $0. The basicfiling fee, search fee,
and examination fee are filed with the request or have been already been paid. | understand
that any required excess claims fees or application size fee must be paid for the application.

| understand that the application may not contain, or be amended to contain, more than four
independent claims, more thanthirty total claims, or any multiple dependent claims, and that
any request for an extension of time will cause an outstanding Track | request to be dismissed.

3. The applicable box is checked below:

Original Application (Track One) - Prioritized Examination under § 1.102(e)(1

i. (a) The application is an original nonprovisionalutility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a).
This certification and requestis being filed with the utility application via EFS-Web.

---OR---

(b) The application is an original nonprovisional plant application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a).
This certification and requestis being filed with the plant application in paper.

ii. An executed inventor's oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.63 or 37 CFR 1.64 for each

inventor, or the application data sheet meeting the conditions specified in 37 CFR 1.53(f)(3)(i) is
filed with the application.

Request for Continued Examination - Prioritized Examination under § 1.102(e)(2)

A requestfor continued examination has beenfiled with, or prior to, this form.
If the application is a utility application, this certification and request is being filed via EFS-Web.

iii. The application is an original nonprovisionalutility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a), or is
a national stage entry under 35 U.S.C. 371.

iv. This certification and requestis being filed prior to the mailing of a first Office action responsive
to the request for continued examination.
No prior request for continued examination has been granted prioritized examination status
under 37 CFR 1.102(e)(2).

signature /B. Graham Nelson/ nate 201 9-08-05

Name _.B. Graham Nelson Practitioner 12,699(Print/Typed) Registration Number
 

Note: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and certifications.
Submit muitiple forms if more than one signature is required.*
 

[| *Total of forms are submitted.
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DESCRIPTION

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

[0001] This application is a continuation of US 16/053,149 filed August 2, 2018, which

is a continuation of US 14/409,219 filed December 18, 2014, which is a National Stage of

PCT/JP2013/003899 filed Junc 21, 2013 and is bascd on and claimspriority to and the benefit of

Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-140213 filed June 21, 2012, the entire contents of the

above applications being incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present invention relates to a game control method, a gameserver, and a

program.

BACKGROUNDART

[0003] Conventionally, in a battle game server, each user's deck is formed by a plurality

of battle cards or the like stored for each user, and the battle game server allowsa plurality of

users to compete with each other based onthetotal value of the attack strength and defense

strength of the deck (for example, see Patent Literature 1). In such a battle gameserver, the user

acquires a battle card by methods such as purchasing the battle card or obtaining the battle card

by winning a battle against an opponent.

CITATION LIST

Patent Literature

[0004] Patent Literature 1: JP 2008-220984 A

SUMMARYOF INVENTION

(Technical Problem)

[0005] In a conventional battle game server, however, the methods for acquiring battle

cards andthe like are limited, causing the userto lose interest in the game. In particular, since it

is difficult to acquire a battle card or the like with a high rarity value, the user ends up with the

impression that such an item cannot be acquired at all and suffers a drastic loss of interest in the

game.

[0006] Accordingly, the present invention has been conceivedin light of
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the above problems and provides a game control method, a game server, and a
program that can increase the variations on methods for acquiring battle cards
and the like, increase the predictability of acquisition of a ecard or the like

with a high rarity value or the like, and heighten interest in the game,
(Solution to Problem)

e067] A game control method according to the present invention for

solving the above problems inchides the steps of: Ca) presenting a
communication terminal, connected over a communication line, with
acguirable itern information that, for each item type, includes a total count and

an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when receiving, from
the communication terminal, a request to present information related to items

acquirable by the communication terminal; (b) determining an item to provide
to the communication terminal when receiving an item acquisition request
from the communication terminal; and (c) changing the acquirable item
information when receiving a reset request from the communication terminal.

[8083] in the game control method according to the present invention, in
step (a), a method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to
the communication terminal may differ between a first item and a sesond item,
a numerical valuc of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the

first item, and the numerical value of the item type being less than the
predetermined values for the second item,

16689] in the game coutrol method according te the present invention, the
acquirable item imformation for the first item may include identification

information or an image for an item,

[0010] in the game contral method according to the present invention,
information on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented.
PeeLt] in the game control methed according to the present invention, in
step (b>), based on a selection request from the communication terminal, one
item selected from among Hems for which the count of necessary attempts for
acquisition is at most the predetermined value may be determined to be the
item to provide.

{OO12) A game server according to the present invention inchides:

information presentation means for presenting a communication terminal,
connected over a communication line, with acquirable item information that,

POI31690-PCE-US (2/24)
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for each item type, inchides a total count and an acquisition count or a

non-acquisition count of items when a request to present information related

to items acquirable by the communication terminal is received fram the

communication terminal; and control means for determining an item to

provide to the communication terminal when an item acquisition request is
received from the communication terminal, such that the contral means

changes the acquirable item information when receiving a reset request from
the communication terminal,

{9013} in the game server according to the present invention, the

information presentation means may adopt a different method for presenting
the acquirable item information presented to the commumication terminal for a

first item than for a second item, a numerical value of the item type being at
least a predetermimed value for the first item, and the numerical value of the

item type being lese than the predetermined value for the second item

(8014) In the game server according to the present invention, the
acquirable item information for the first item may include identification

information or an image for an item,

IG015) In the game server according to the present invention, the
information presentation means may present information on another user who
has acquired the first item.

[0616] In the game server according to the present invention, based on a

selection request from the communication terminal, the control means may
determine ane item selected from among items for which the count of

necessary attempts for acquisition is at most the predetermined value to be the

item to provide.

($047] 4 program according to the present invention is for causing a
computer that functions as a battle game server to perform the steps of: {a)
presenting 2 communication terminal, connected over a communication Line,
with acquirable item information that, for sach item type, includes a total

count and an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when

receiving, from the communication terminal, a request to present information

related to items acquirable by the communication terminal; (b} determining an
item to provide to the communication terminal when receiving an item

acquisition request from the communication terminal; and (ce) shanging the

POLS 1690-PCT-US (3/34)
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acquirable item information when receiving a reset request from the
communication terminal,

fa013} in the program according to the present invention, in step (a), a
method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to the

communication terminal may differ between a first item and a second item, a
numerical value of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the

first item, and the numerical value of ihe item type being Iess than the
predetermined valuc for the second item.

{O13} In the program according to the present invention, the acquirable
item information for the first item may inclide identification information or

an image for an item.

{0020} in the program according to the present invention, in step (a),
information on another user whe has acquired the first item may be presented.

{$02 2] In the program according te the present invention, in step {b),
based on a selection request from the communication terminal, one item

selected from among items for which the count of necessary attempts for
acquisition is at most the predetermined valus may be determined to be the

item to provide.

cAdvantageous Effect of Invention)

[O22] According to the game control method, game server, and program
of the present invention, it is possible to imcrease the variations on methods

for acquiring battle cards and the like, inerease the predictability of

acquisition of a card or the like with a high numerical value for the item type,
and heighten interest in the game.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

{8023} The present invention will be further described below with

reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. | isa block diagram of a battle game server in Embodiment 1;

FIGS. 2(a), 200}, and 2(c} are examples of an item information table in

Embodiment 1;

PIG, 3 is an example of a user information table in Embodiment 1;
PIG. 4 is an example of item data in Embodiment 1:

RIG, 3 is an example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 1;

POLS 1690-PCT-US(4/24)
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FIG. 6 is a flowchart of operations by the battle game server in
Embodiment 1:

FIGS, 7(s) and 7(b} are examples of acquirable item information in

Embodiment 2:

FIG, 8 is am example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 3:

FIG. $ ie an example of a scratch eard for selection in Embodiment 3:
and

PIGS. 10(2) and 10¢b) are examples of a acreen for selecting an item to
acquire,

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0024] The following describes embodiments of the present invention,
(OG25} Embodiment i

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a battle game server 1 in Embodiment i of

the present invention. The battle game server i according to Embodiment 1 of

the present invention inchides a communication unit 10, a memory unit 11, an
information presentation unit 12, and a contre] unit 13.

[8026] The communication unit 10 communicates with a communication

terminal 2 over either or both of a wireless and wirsd connection,

[$027] in association with identification information uniquely allocated to
each user that operates a communication terminal 2 (referred to below as user

identification information), the memory unit 11 stores information on items to

provide, a total count of items, item type, and an acquisition count. An “item”?

refers to any of a varicty of objects used within a game, such as a battle card

soustituting a user’s deck, s character, a weapon, armor, an ornament, a plant,
food, and the like. The ite type is a numerical value representing the rarity
value of the item, a numerical value representing the category of the item, or
the like.

[O028} Specifically, the memory unit 11 stores this information by
dividing the information among tables. A plurality of item information tables

tllate ilic, a user information table 112, and item data 113 sre stored in the

memory unit li. While three item information tables are described here, this

example is pol limiting, and the number of item mformation tables may be two
or fewer, or four or more.
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[8025] The item information tables Illa te lile are tables including
informstion on the total count of items and the item type. FIGS. 2(a) to 2{e}
illustrate examples of the item information tables [lia te llle. As illustrated

in FIGS. 2{a} to 2(c), for example the item information table llla includes

item identification information “UNTIL”, an item name “item A®, and an item

type “3°. The items identification information is an identifier for uniquely
identifying an item in the present system, The item information tables lila to

life are provided with table identification information for uniquely
identifying an item information table in the battle game server |, Here, the
item information tables lila to lile are respectively provided with “TIDE,
PID2", and “TID3” as the table identification information,

{O03 6} The user information table 112 is a table storing, for each user, the
provided items and information for calculating an item acquisition count. The

user information table 112 associates the user identification information, table
identification information, and identification information of provided items,

[$@31} PIG. 3 Wlostrates an example of the user information table 112. As

illustreted im FIG. 3, the user information table 112 includes user

identification information “UID”, table identification information “TEDL,
identification information of provided items “UNIZ” and “UNI4", and the
like.

FG032} The item data 113 stores data on an image for an item provided tea
the user in association with item identification information. FIG. 4 illustrates

an exantple of the item data 113. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the item data for

example includes item identification information “UNIL", an item image
“Gtem A image”, and the like. The image data may be in any image format,
such as JPEG, GIF, PNG, or the Hike,

f€033} When receiving a request to present information from the

cormmunication terminal 2, then based on information, stored in the memory
unit 11, that corresponds to the user identification informetion pertaining to
the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit 12 presents

the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with acquirable
item information that includes information, for each item type, on a total
count and an acquisition count of items.

[O03 4} Specifically, when a request to present information is received
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from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based

on the item information tables Lila to lilc, the information presentation unit

i2 tallies the total count of items for cach item type. The information

presentation unit 12 aleo refers to the user information table 112 to calevlate

the acquisition count of items for cach item type based on the identification

information of provided items and the table identification information that

correspond io the user identification information pertaining to the

communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents
the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the result

of caloulation ag the acquirable item information.

(8038) PRG. 3 ts an example of the acquirable item information that the

information presentation unit 12 presents, FIG. § illustrates an example of the
acquirable item information presented when a request to present information
is received from the communication terminal 2 and the user identification

information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 is “LTDI"™. As

illustrated in FIG. §, information SG1 on the total count and information 502

on the aequisition count of items for each item type are presented to the

communication terminal 2. The case of presenting the acquisition count has

been described above, yet this example is not Hmiting. For example, a
non-acquisition count may be presented by subtracting the acquisition count
from the total count of iteme.

{8636} The contral unit 13 performs a variety of control pertaining to the

battle game server 1. For example, when receiving an item acquisition request
from the communication terminal 2, the control unit 13 determines one item to

provide to the communication terminal 2 based on information corresponding
to the user identification information pertaining te the csommumication
terminal 2.

[O037)] Specifically, when receiving an item acquisition request from the
aommunication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13

refers to the user information table 112, and based on the table identification

information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table, Next,
the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the

identification information of provided items that corresponds to the user
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identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2.

Subsequently, the comtrol umit 13 refers ic one of the item information tables

illa to Tile, randomly selects an item mot included in the identification
information of provided items, and determines that the selected item is the

itera to provide te the communication terminal 2.

19038] The cantrol unit 13 then provides the item to the communication

terminal 2 via the communication unit 10. Specifically, the control unit 13

refers io the item data 113 and provides the communication terminal 2, via the

comupunication unit 10, with the item image corresponding to the item
identification information portaining to the item to be provided, The contro

unit 13 also adds the item identification information pertaining to the
provided item to the user information table 112 as identification information

of provided items.

{8039} For example, when an item acquisition request is received fram the

eommiunication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2 is “UND1”, then the control unit 13 refers to

the user information table 112, and based on the table identification

information “TIDi" corresponding to UID1, retrieves the item information

table lila. Next, the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112

and retrieves the identification information of provided items that corresponds
to “UIDI". Subsequently, the control unit refers to the item information table

Tila, randomly selects item identification information not included in the

identification information of provided items (for example, “UNED, and
determines that the eclected item is the item to provide to the communication

terminal 2. The control unit 13 then refers to the itemdata 113 and provides
the communication terminal 2, vis the communication anit 10, with the item

image “item A image” corresponding to the item identification information

“UNTIL” pertaining to the item to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds

the item identification information “UNI1” pertaining to the provided item to

the user information table 112 as identification information of provided items,

[8648] Furthermore, in the present invention, the battle games server 1 ig

configured to allow for receipt of a reset request at any time from the

coramunication terminal 2. In general terms, the reset request is a requast for

resetting the current user information table 112. When receiving a reset
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request from the coramunication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined user

identification information, the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the
memory unit ii, the table identification imformation and identification

information of provided items that correspond to the user identification

information pertaining to the communication terminal 2.

{eget} Specifically, when receiving a reset request from the

communication terminal Z via the communication anit 10, the control unit 13

changes the table identification information that corresponds to the user

identification information pertaining te the communication terminal 2 and that

was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other
table identification information,

{90423} For example, when a raset request is received frem the

communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining
to the commumication terminal 2 is “UID1”, the control unit 13 changes the
table identification information that corresponds to “UTD” of the user

information table 112 randomly from “TID1” to “TID2” or “TITO3",

{8943} Next, operations by the battle game server 1 im Embodiment i of

the present invention are described using the flowchart in FIG. 6. It is assumed

that the tables illustrated in PIGS, 2fa), 2(b), and 20} through FIG. 4 have

been stored in advance in the memory unit 11 at the time of operation by the
battls game server 1.

[Osaa] First, when « request to present information is received from the

communication terminal 2 (step Si}, then based on information, stored in the

memory unit il, that cerrespends to the user identification information

pertaining to the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit

12 presents the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 16,

with acquirable item information that includes information, for cach item type,
on the total count and the acquisition count of items (step $2).

fHGds} Specifically, when a request to present information is received

from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based

on the item information tables lila to lille, the information presentation unit

12 tallies the total count of items for each item type. The information

presentation unit 12 also refers to the user information table 112 to calculate

the acquisition count of items for cach item type based on the identification
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information of provided items and the table identification information that

correspond to the user identification information pertsining to the

communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents
the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the result

of calculation as the acquirable item information,

[8046] Subsequently, when receiving an item acquisition request from the
communication terminal 2 (step 83), the control unit 13 determines onc item

to provide to the communication terminal 2 based on information

corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2 (step $4}.

[0047] Specifically, when receiving an item acquisition request from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 1G, the control unit 13

refers to the uscr information table 112, and based on the table identification

information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining

to the communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table. Next,
the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the

identification information of provided items that corresponds to the user

identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2.

Subsequently, the control unit 13 refers to one of the item information tables

lila to llic, randomly selects an item not inclided in the identification

information of provided items, and determines that the selected item is the

item to provide to the communication terminal 2.

esas] Subsequently, the control unit 13 provides the item to the

commumication terminal 2 via the communication umit 10 (step 85).
Specifically, the control unit 13 refers to the item data 113 and provides the

communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the item

image corresponding to the item identification information pertaining to the
item te be provided. The control wit 13 also adds the item identification

information pertaining te the provided item to the user information table 112

as identification information of provided items,

{8049} Subsequently, when receiving 3a reset request from the

sommunication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined user identification

information {step 56), the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the memory
unit 11, the table identification information and identification information of
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provided items that correspond to the user identification information

pertaining to the communication terminal 2 (step 87).

T8050) Specifically, when receiving a reset request from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13

changes the tabis identification information that corresponds to the ager
identification information pertainiag to the communication terminal 2 and that

was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other
table identification information.

[6851] In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment i,
based on information in the memory unit 11, the information presentation unit
i2 presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information

that includes information, for cachitera type of items, on a total count and an

acquisition count of items, thereby increasing the predictability of acquisition
of an item with s predetermined tern type (for example, an item with a high
rarity value or the like}. Furthermore, the battle game server 1 receives a reset

request at any time from the communication terminal 2 and changes
information pertaining to items that are provided, the total count of itema, and
the item type and acquisition count for cach item, thereby increasing the
variations on methods for acquiring items, imcrsasing the predictability of
acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game.
fao0S2} After step 87, the information presentation unit 12 mey present the
communication terminal 2 with post-reset acquirable item information based

on the item information tables llla to lille and the table identification

information of the user information table 112 in the memory unit 21, By doing
so, the user can more easily grasp the number of items for each item type after
the reset, thereby further inoressing the predictability of acquisition of an
item for which the mumerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined
value and heightening interest in the game.

{@033] The remaining mumber of all items may be included in the

acquirable item information that the information presentation unit 12 presents.
Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 may calculate the remaining
number of items by subtracting the itern acquisition count from the total

number of itema stored in the item information tables lila to lile and include
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the result of calculation in the acquirable item information.

{[OoS4) In step 85, the comtrol unit 13 may adopt a different methad for

presenting the acquirable iteminformation to the communication terminal 2

for an item (first itern) for which the numerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined value and an item (second ifem) for which the numerical

value of the item type is less than the predetermined value. For example, the

information presentation unit 12 may display an image for the first itera yet

display only the item name ar the like, without displaying an image, for the
second item. In other words, the acquirable item information that the

information presentation wunlf 12 presents for the first item may include

identification information Giem name or the like} or an image for the item.

[8855] The information presentation unit 12 may present information

related to another user who has acquired the first item.

[S056] Embodiment 2

The following describes Embodiment 2 of the presen? invention. Since
the atructure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 2 is the

game as the structure of the hattle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1,

the same reference numerals are used in the following description. in general
terms, Embodiment 2 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirable item
information presented by the information presentation unit 12 includes a count

of mecessary attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical

value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, The count of

mecessary attempts for acquisition is retrieved based on information

corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2.

(0087) Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user

information table 112, and based on the table identification information that

corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to the

communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to
the user identification information. Next, the information presentation umit 12

refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the identification

information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminal 2.

Subsequently, the information presentation wnit 12 randomly oxtracts, from

the item information table, 19 pieces of item identification information not
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included in the identification information of provided items. The information

presentation unit 12 stores the 19 extracted pieces of item identification

information and stores provision sequence numbers (1 to 19} in the memory
unlit li. When receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13

determines the item to provide based on the provision sequence numbers
stored in the memory unit. In other words, the numbers 1 to 19 each represent
the count of acquisition attempts that are necessary in order to acquire the
itemcorresponding to the item identification information (referred to below as

the coumt of necessary attempts for acquisition).

[0638] Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the

item and item type pertaining to each piece of item identification information
from ome of the item information tables llia to Lile. Next, for the retrieved

items, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the count of necessary
attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the

item type is at least a predetermined value. The information presentation unit

i2 then presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item

information that includes the retrieved count of necessary attempis for
acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the item type is at
lsast a predetermined value.

FOGSS} FIG. Via) illustrates am example of acquirable item information

presented by the information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 2. FIG. 7a)
illustrates an example of displaying the provision sequence of items provided

to the communication terminal 2 as a gauge when a request to present
information is received from the communication terminal 2. The gauge is
composed of a phirality of boxes. Items are associated with the boxes 261 to

219 so that the respective counts of necessary acquisition aitgmpts are Ito 19,
Each box is displayed with a pattern that differs In accordance with the item

type of the corresponding item.

[8060] As illustrated im the example in FIG. 7(a), when the numerical

value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, the pattern shown in

box 204 and the Hke is displayed. Here, the case of the predctermined value

being four is ifustrated. Conversely, when the numerical value of the item

type is less than the predetermined value, the pattern shown in box 261 and

the like is displayed. In other words, PIG. 7(a} displays the count of necessary
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attempts for acquisition for each item for which the mumerical value of the

item type is at least a predetermined value. FIG, 8(a} alse displays each count
af necessary attempis for aequisition when the numerical value of the itern

type is legs than a predetermined value.

{6061] When an item acquisition request is received from the

communication terminal 2, an item is provided, and the count of acquisition

atterapts increases by ong, then the count of necessary attempts for acquisition
decreases by one for all items. In this case, as illustrated in FIG. 8{b), the
items cotresponding to boxes 201 to 219 cach shift (move} one box to the left.

Accordingly, with this gauge, the user can intuitively grasp the predictability
of acquisition of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined valuc.

{9062} in this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 2,

the Information presentation unit 12 presents the communication terminal 2

with the count of necessary attempts for acquisition for cach item for which
the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, thereby
invreasing the variations on methods for acquiring items, increasing the
predictability of acquisition of an item for which the item type is at least a

predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game, Furthermore,

displaying the count of necessary attempts for acquisition when the numerical

value of the item type is at least a predetermined value further increases the

user’s semse Of anticipation, enticing the user to continue to play the game
longer.

{aes} The patterns for displaying the boxes 201 to 219 are nat limited te

these examples, The boxes 201 to 219 may be painted a predetermined calor

in accordance with the item type, or a predetermined icon, character, or the

like may be displayed in the boxes 201 to 219,

[8064] A certain percentage of the boxes for which the numerical value of

the item type is less than a predetermined value may be displayed with the

same pattern as bouxcs corresponding to items for which the numerical value of

the item type is at least a predetermined value. In this way, items for which

the numerical value of the item type is less than a predetermined value are

mixed in among the boxes displayed with the pattern corresponding to items

for which the mumerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined
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valuc, thereby making the game more interesting and enticing the user te
continue tio play the game longer,

[8965] When the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a

predetermined value, detailed information on the item to be provided {referred
to below as item detail information} may be presented. The item detail

information is preferably the item name and item type. The predetermined
value is, for example, two. FIG. 8 is an example of presenting itern detail
information. The counts of necessary acquisition attempts for boxes 201 and

202 are respectively one and two. Aceordingly, the item name is displayed as
the item detail information in boxes 201 and 202. With this configuration, the
user can grasp the item detail information for items that can be acquired in a
range in which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a

predetermined value. Therefore, the user is provided with incentive to

increase the occasions of an item acquisition request and ig enticed to

continue to play the game longer.

fO866} in the example in FIGS. 7{a} and 7(b}, the boxes are displayed with
two types of patterns, using the numerical value of the item type ag a standard,
yet this example is not limiting. A plurality of standard predetermined values

may be established to display the boxes with three or more types of patterns.
The patterns that are displayed may also be increased as the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is smaller. With this approach, as the count

of necessary attempts for acquisition is smaller, the item type of the item to be

acquired can be grasped in greater detail. Therefore, the user is provided with

incentive to imcrease the cecasions of an item acquisition request and is
enticed to continues to play the game longer.

{0067} Note that while the gauges in FIGS. 7(2}, 7(b}, and 8 are composed
of 19 boxes, the number of boxes is not limited to 19. The numbet may be 18
or less, or 20 or more. Furthermore, the approach gauge illustrated in FIG. 8

has an I shape, yet this example is noi Nmiting, Many variations ars possible,
such as a winding S shape, or a Y shape with a forking tip, In the forking
variation, predetermined duramy boxes assigned randomly by the battle game
server Il may be displayed in one of the two forks,

[8068] In FIGS. 7a), 7b), and 8, examples are illustrated in which

information, for each item types, on the total count andthe acquisition count of
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items is also displayed, yet these examples are not limiting. Display may be
limited to the gauge, without displaying the information, for each item type,
on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other words, in FIGS.
F(a}, 7b), and 8, examples are illustrated in which the acquirable item
information includes information, for each item type, on the total count and

the acquisition count of items and includes the count of necessary attempts for
acquisition for each item fer which the mumerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined value, yet these examples are not limiting. The
acquirable item information may be configured to include only the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition far each item for which the numerical value

of the item type is at least a predetermined value.

{8069} Embodiment 3

The following describes Embodiment 3 of the present invention, Since

the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 3 ie the

same as the structure of the battle game server 1 according te Embodiment i,
the same reference numerals are used in the following description. In general
terms, Embodiment 3 differs from Embodiment | in that the acquirable item
information presented by the information presentation unit 12 inchudes the
total coumt of items, for each item typs, among items for which the count of

necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value,

feo70] The saequirable item information presented by the information

presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3 includes the total count of items for

which the mumerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined value

among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at
most a predetermined valuc, ag retrieved based on the information

corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2.

{eo7t] Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user

information table 112, and based on the table identification information that

ecrresponds io the user identification information pertaining to the

communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to
the user identification information. Next, the information presentation unit 12

refers to the user information table LiZ and retrieves the identification

information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminal 2.
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Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 randomly extracts, from the item information

table, 25 pieces of item identification information not included in the identification information

of provided items. The informationpresentation unit 12 stores the 25 extracted pieces of item

identification information and stores provision sequence numbers (1 to 25) in the memory unit

ii. When receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13 determines the item to

provide based on the provision sequence numbers stored in the memory unit. In other words, the

numbers 1 to 25 each represent the count of necessary attempts for acquisition corresponding to
the item identification information.

16072) Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the item and item

type pertaining to cach piece of item identification information from one ofthe item information

tables Lilato lllc, The information presentation unit 12 then tallies the total count of Hems for

which the numerical value of the retrieved item type is at least a predetermined number and

presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information that includes the tallied

total count of items for cach item type.

{0073} FIG, 9 illustrates an exarople of acquirable item information presented by the
information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3. In FIG. 9, items for which the count of

necessaryattempts for acquisition is 25 or less are displayed with a sheet (scratch card)

coniposed of 25 cells 301 to 325. Each cell corresponds to an item for which the count of

necessary attempts for acquisition is 25-or less. The items for which the count ofnecessary
attempts for acquisition is 25 or less are randomly associated with the cells 301 to 225,

[O074] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 9, when the numerical value of the itemtype

is at least a predetermined value, the pattern shown in ceil 301 and the like is displayed. Here,

the predetermined value is four. Conversely, when the item type is less than the predetermined

value, the pattern shown in cell 302 and the like is displayed. In other words, FIG. 9 displays the

total count of items for which the numerical value ofthe item typeis at least a predetermined

value arnong items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less.

{[oe75]} In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 3, the

information presentation unit 12 presents the communication terminal 2
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with the total count of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a

predetermined value among items for whichthe count of necessaryattempts for acquisition is at

most a predetermined value, therebyincreasing the variations on methods for acquiring items,

further increasing the predictability of acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the

ifem type is at least a predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game.

fO076] The patterns for displaying the cells 301 to 325 are not limited to these examples.

The cells 301 to 325 maybe painted a predetermined color in accordance with the item type, or a
predetermined icon, character, or the like may be displayed in the cells 301 to 335,

(6877) Furthermore, based on a selection request from the communication terminal 2, the

control unit 13 mayselect one item, from among items for which the count ofnecessaryattempts

for acquisition is at most a predetermined value, as the item to provide. In this case, the

information presentation unit 12 may present the communication terminal 2 with a seratch card

for selection in which all cells are displayed with the same pattern to prompt the communication
terminal 2 to select one of the cells.

{QO7R} FEG, 10(a)} illustrates an example of a screen for selecting anitem to acquire. The

screen displays the scratch card for selection. Each cell in the scratch card in FIG. 10(a)

corresponds to an item for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 ar less, As

illustrated in FIG. 10{a), the cells of the scratch card are displayed with the same pattern, and the

user cannot tell what items corresponds to which cells.

[O79] The user can select any location on the scratch card using an operation unit (not

illustrated) such as a key or a touch panel of the communication terminal 2, and the

communication terminal 2 transmits a selection request to the battle game server 1 based on the

user operation. The control unit 13 of the battle game server 1 then determines that the item

corresponding io the cell pertaining to the selection request is the item to provide to the
communication terminal 2.

[0080] FIG. 105) illustrates an example of cells 308, 316, and 320 being selected. The

selected celis are displayed with the same pattern as the cells in the scratch card shown in FIC. 9.

Note that the item detail information
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corresponding to the selected cells may be displayed in the selected cells,

{Oost} In this way, the variations on methods for acquiring items can be

further increased, the predictability of acquisition of an item with a high item
type can be further increased, and interest in the game can be heightened.

jO082)} The scratch cards in FIGS. 9, 10(a@), and 10(b} are composed of 25

cells in a sheet with 3 rows and 5 columns, yet this example is not limiting.
The scratch card may be composed of M * N cells in a sheet with M rows and

Wo cohuans (M and N being integers greater than or equal to 2}. Furthermore,

the scratch cards in FIGS. 10() and 10(b) are not Hmited to a square shape,
For example, the scratch cards may be a polygon, or instead of being
two-dimensional, the scratch cards may be in a three-dimensional rectangular
shape of a dic,

10083} In FIGS. 9, 16(8), and 19(b}, examples are ilbistrated in which

information, for each item type, on the total count and the acquisition count of

items is also displayed, yet these examples are not limiting, Display may be
limited to the scratch card, without displaying the information, for cach hem

type, on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other words, in

FIGS. 10fa}, 10(b), and 11, examples are iMustrated in which the acquirable
item information includes information, for each item type, on the total count

and the acquisition count of items and includes the total count of iterns, for

each item type, among items for which the count of necessary attempts for

acquisition is af most a predetermined valus, yet these examples are not

limiting. The acquirable item information may be configured to include only
the total count of items, for cach item type, among items for which the count

ofmecessary atternpts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value.

[OGS4] A computer is preferably used to function as the battle game server
1. A program containing a description of the processing for achieving the
functiona of the battle game server | is stored in the memory unit of the

computer, and the functions are achieved by the central processing unit (CPD
of the computer reading and executing the program.

{OG85] Although the present invention has been described based on

drawings and examples, it ig to be noted that various changes and

modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the art based on the present
disclosure. Therefore, such changes and modifications are to be understood as
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included within the scope of the present invention. For example, the functions

and the like included in the various units and steps may be reordered in any
logically consistent way. Furthermore, units or steps may be combined into

one or divided. For example, in Embodiments i to 3, a separate one of the

item information tables illa to lle is asseciated with cach user

identification number, yet for example a plurality of users may share one of
the item information tables Llia to Lille.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

{6086} 1: Battle game server
2: Communication terminal

1G: Communication unit

fi: Memory unit

12: Inforroation presentation unit

13: Control unit

fila te lille: Item information table

112: User information table

113: Trem data

201 to 219: Box

301 to 3258; Cell

501; Information on the total count of items

302: Information on the acquisition count
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CLAIMS

1. A game control method comprising:

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, on a display of a user terminal, a

screen comprising a plurality of cells arranged in a matrix manner, wherein

an item is associated with each of the cells,

a rarity value is set to each item,

an icon and a letter are included in each ofthe cells,

a color of each of the cells depends on the rarity value of the associated item, and

the screen further comprises a numberof obtainable items for each rarity value;

receiving a selection of a certain cell amongthe plurality of cells in response to an

operated position of a touch panel of the user terminal corresponding to the certain cell;

in response to receiving the selection of the certain cell, sending information to the user

terminal for displaying the certain cell in a display manner different from cells other than the

certain cell;

providing to the user terminal the item associated with the certain cell; and

sending information to the user terminal for displaying an image of the item associated

with the certain cell.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein

the numberof the obtainable items for each rarity value is displayed abovethe cells

arranged in (he matrix manner.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein

the cells arranged in the matrix manner comprise five cclls arranged in a vertical

direction.
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4, The method of claim 1, wherein

a shape of each cell is substantially rectangle.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein

the item is a battle card or a character composing a deck of the user.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising

determining the numberof the obtainable items for each rarity value; and

according to a determination result, sending information to the user terminal for

displaying the number of obtainable items for each rarity value on the screen.

7. A server comprising:

a controller configured to

send information to a user terminal for displaying, on a display of a user terminal,

a screen comprising a plurality of cells arranged in a matrix manner, wherein

an item is associated with each ofthe cells,

a rarity value is set to each item,

an icon and a letter are included in each ofthe cells,

a color of each of the cells depends onthe rarity value of the associated item, and

the screen further comprises a number of obtainable itemsfor cach rarity valuc;

receive a selection of a certain cell amongthe plurality of cells in response to an

operated position of a touch panel of the user terminal correspondingto the certain cell;

in response to receiving the selection of the certain cell, send information to the

user terminal for displaying the certain cell in a display manner different from cells other than

the certain cell;

provide to the user terminal the item associated with the certain cell; and
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send information to the user terminal for displaying an image of the item

associated with the certain cell.

8. Theserver of claim 7, wherein

the numberof the obtainable items for each rarity value is displayed abovethe cells

arranged in the matrix manner.

9. The server of claim 7, wherein

the cells arranged in the matrix manner comprise five cells arranged in a vertical

direction.

10. The server of claim 7, wherein

a shape of each cell is substantially rectangle.

11. The server of claim 7, wherein

the item is a battle card or a character composing a deck ofthe user.

12. The server of claim 7, wherein the controller is further configured to

determine the numberof the obtainable items for each rarity value; and

according to a determination result, send information to the user terminal for displaying

the number of obtainable items for each rarity value on the screen.

13. A non-transitory computer readable recording medium having stored thercon

instructions to be executed on a computer, the instructions causing the computerto perform the

steps of:

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, on a display of a user terminal, a

screen comprising a plurality of cells arranged in a matrix manner, wherein

an item is associated with cach ofthe cclls,

a rarity value is set to each item,

Supercell
Exhibit 1006

Page 95



Supercell 
Exhibit 1006 

Page 96

an icon anda letter are included in each ofthe cells,

a color of each of the cells depends on the rarity value of the associated item, and

the screen further comprises a numberof obtainable items for each rarity value;

receiving a selection of a certain cell among the plurality of cells in response to an

operated position of a touch panel of the user terminal corresponding to the certain cell;

in response to receiving the selection of the certain cell, sending informationto the user

terminal for displaying the certain cell in a display mannerdifferent from cells other than the

certain cell;

providing to the user terminal the item associated with the certain cell; and

sending information to the user terminal for displaying an image of the item associated

with the certain cell.

14. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 13, wherein

the numberof the obtainable items for each rarity value is displayed abovethe cells

arranged in the matrix manner.

15. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 13, wherein

the cells arranged in the matrix manner comprise five cells arranged in a vertical

direction.

16. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 13, wherein

a shape of each cell is substantially rectangle.

17. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 13, wherein

the item is a battle card or a character composing a deck of the user.

18. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 13, wherein the

instructions further cause the computerto perform
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determining the numberof the obtainable items for each rarity value; and

according to a determination result, sending information to the user terminal for

displaying the number of obtainable items for each rarity value on the screen.
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ABSTRACT

A game control method, game server, and program can increase variations on methods

for acquiring items, increase the predictability of acquisition of an item with a high rarity value

or the like, and heighten interest in the game. Included are the steps of presenting a

communication terminal, connected over a communication line, with acquirable item information

that, for each item type, includes a total count and an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count

of items when receiving, from the communication terminal, a request to present information

related to items acquirable by the communication terminal, determining an itemto provide to the

communication terminal when receiving an item acquisition request from the communication

terminal, and changing the acquirable item information when receiving a reset request from the

communication terminal.
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FIG. 4
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FIG. 5

Acquirable item information

502 501
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FIG. 6

Commun icati

Request to 3]
present information

99 Present acquirable

Item acquisition request $3

$4 Determine item to provide

:

Reset request $6

S7 Change and store information
in memory unit
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[Appreach gauge]

[Approach gauge]

201 202 203 204 205 206 207 208 209 210 211 212213 214 215 216 217 218 219

 
Note: Each contains an item with a high value for the item type.
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FIG. 8

Acquirable item information
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Note: Each contains an item with a high value for the item type.
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FIG. 9

Acquirable item information
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sialawuout thadé in this déclaration is punishable ander
[3 U.S.C, 1001 by fine or imprisonmentiof nel more
thanfive {5) years, or bath.

in witness whereof, executed by the undersigned ow
the date(s} opposite the padersigned nama(s),

 
teeny EAL 3

Tsoyosh!VYOSHESAWA 2)

(SBAL )

 

 

“TomohiroTSURITARA™~~EH
(BAL,
ra

SAL
TomoliVASUBARA Ei

oestrous (SEAL j
ed

a (SHAL }
gi

eeccenctenn nessun _ BAL }
Fa

sinsSSEawannaat enndunnattnnsnectiasebtbenadh (SEAL }
ff

  his aésignment should preferably be st
(s) e& Notary Publicif within the U.S.4. (bh) aL
ourside the TLS.A, Tf raither, then. it should bo stoned
before at least two witnesses who alsa sign hoes
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SnareneLeneootaR 
 3WE Th SHEE

BeAROBO AASoTOORARIT AWS,

Inventor Signature
SBA

Bats,  

Tiventor Signature
RBA

Teate
EA

Tete
Hat

Inyenter Signatures
FES,

 Bate. inventor# SignatureAit :

BRRESceeeeeneeanennennnenusecee Tavenior Signaturs

Bato center inventor Signaturs
at SBS

inventor SignatureBate
HA iM

inveatar SignatureDate
HAT

<, ORGRETEPaepEAN TABS & aL SBC CAEAD

BaP. & aTae SL ABC ROR BYet
ceRAL SRLS. GPL < haiAREAeBSlcht, “PRRICS “Pe. Faq & SBIAPHEAG 8
ACRBS SIS EME LI:

  

Witness
REA

Date
Rat

Witness
EA

Bate
Bat

 

 

The application was made o¢ authorized to be
made by me.

have reviewdd and understand the covtents of
the above-identfied application, Including the claims,
and ars aware of the dutyto disclose to the Gifice all
information known to me to he mafertal to patentability
as-cefined in. 37 CPR $1.56.

 
 statement sion ig punishableunder

LB U.S.C. 1001 by fine or imprisonmént ofnet more
than five (5) years, or both.

in whiness whereof, execuled by the undersigned,
the dafofs} opposite theundersigned name(s},

OR

 

 

5é

: (SEAL, 3
ef

—_ . {SEAL }
Tomoki ¥A if

RAL} 
FA

(SEAL 5

ww

re ww

‘This assignment should preferably be signed before:
éa} a Notary Public If within the 0.8.4. (b}).a OLS. Consul if
outside the USA. If nether, then it should be signed
before at least Qvo witnesses whalso sign here:
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

InrePatentApplicationof;=~~~~—~——..-Attorney Docket No.: 163485.02
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWAetal.

Application No.: Not Yet Assigned Confirmation No.: N/A

Filed: Concurrently Herewith Art Unit: N/A

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME Examiner: Not Yet Assigned
SERVER, AND PROGRAM

AFFIRMATION OF ACCURACY OF TRANSLATION OF DECLARATION

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

The Declaration filed herewith is a combined English-language/foreign-language

Declaration. On information and belief, the English-language portions of the Declaration are

accurate translations of the foreign-language portions.

Respectfully submitted,

Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson /
James A. OST

Registration No.: 27,075
B. Graham Nelson

Registration No.: 72,699
JAO:BGN/ezm

Date: August 5, 2019
 

 
DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE

OLIFF PLC AUTHORIZATION

P.O. Box 320850 Please grant any extension
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 necessary for entry ofthis filing;
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 Charge any fee due to our

Deposit Account No. 15-0461
 

6796549v.1 163485.02
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY

Conznissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Owner Name: GREE,Inc.
 

hereby appoints the patent practitioners associated with Oliff & Bexridge, PLC Customer

No. 25944 as attorneys of record to prosecute any and all patents and patent applications in

which this General Power of Attorney is filed, and all continuations and divisions thereof,

owned in whole or in part by the above-named owner, and to transact all business in the

Patent and Trademark Office.

The undersigned is authorized to execute this document as or on behalf of the owner.

ALL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE SENT TO OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC,
CUSTOMERNO.25944, TELEPHONE(703) 836-6400.

v

November 7, 2013 J
Date Signature

Typed Name: Kotaro Yamagishi 

Title: Co-Founder and Executive Vice
President

(Gf acting on behalf of an Owner)
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Filing Date: 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.02

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Track! Prioritized Examination - Nonprovisional Application under 35 USC 111(a)

Sub-Totalin

USD($)

Basic Filing:

UTILITY APPLICATION FILING 1011 1 300

UTILITY SEARCH FEE

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount

 

UTILITY EXAMINATION FEE

REQUEST FOR PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION 1817 1 4000 4000

Miscellaneous-Filing:
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ae Sub-Totalin

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time

Miscellaneous:

Total in USD (S$)
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Electronic AcknowledgementReceipt

Application Number: 16531536

International Application Number:

Confirmation Number: 4956

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

 

pleJoel S. Armstrong/Ellen McDowell

Filing Date: 

Time Stamp: 14:40:36

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 11 1{a)

Paymentinformation:

 
RAM confirmation Number E201985E41169997

TheDirector of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpaymentasfollows:
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File Listing:

Document eas . File Size(Bytes)/
Number DocumentDescription File Name Message Digest|Part /.zip| (ifappl.) 

1256252

20190805_-
Application Data Sheet _Application_Data_Sheet_Filla

ble_PDF.pdf 29a067aBab7ff6e3db77772a859226e83511

Information:

125748

TrackOne Request Track_One_Form.PDF 8c3efb182ce827fbfo8 1d822669a5d bbféef|
59e6
 

Warnings: 

Information:

1302302

Specification.PDF 46a5 fb laSees4d6fe3d [5 1Uchlfdal2acse4s
d6a

Multipart Description/PDFfiles in .zip description

Abstract
 

Warnings: 

Information:

302863

Drawings-only black and whiteline
drawings Drawings.PDF §b8d0347b7a 152411 eb80c65152a3bb80b

 
Information: 

370571 | 
5 Oath or Declaration filed Declaration_for_Filing.PDF no 58c1897e70b3ffS2befes 66e91219a1d8331

a6de
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Information:

AFFIRMATION_OF_ACCURACY
_OF_TRANSLATION_OF_DECLA

RATION. pdf cf8d3f2da706110c140c31021720d2f0758e6aB2

Petition for Expedited Foreign Filing
Licenses

Information:

Powerof Attorney Gen_POA.PDF 5d41f5273beda79e661 c023c006750c8491
O80cf
 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Fee Worksheet (SBO6) fee-info.pdf 86d 92b8e7430325fc2877 111b8e95964375|

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes) 3453620 

This AcknowledgementReceipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTOofthe indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable.It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111
If a new applicationis being filed and the application includes the necessary componentsfora filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shownonthis
AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish thefiling date of the application.
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/E0O/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.
New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary componentsfor
an internationalfiling date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
andof the InternationalFiling Date (Form PCT/RO/105)will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this AcknowledgementReceiptwill establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —

Title of Invention|GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

The application data sheetis part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paperfiled application.

 
Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

Portionsor all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet mayfall under a Secrecy Order pursuantto
37 CFR 5.2 (Paperfilers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may notbe filed electronically.)

 
 

  
 

Inventor Information:

R
Inventor [1

Legal Name

 
 
 
 

 
 

  Prefix) Given Name Middle Name

ol een id
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency e@ Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City okyo Country of Residence iPFrt~i“C*;C™SCSCSCSCSCSCSCSY

Family Name  

  
     

Mailing AddressofInventor:

 
  
 
  

Address 1

Address 2

  
 Postal Code Country i  

Remove  Inventor b
Legal Name

  

 

  

 

  Prefix) Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix

Epfemne_=*scene
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency @) Non US Residency Active US Military Service

Gity Country of Residence’ Pd

 

 

Mailing Address of Inventor:

I io GREE,Inc. 
 

Address 1  
  
  
 

  

   
Address 2 | (6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku
City State/Province

Postal Code |106-6112 P  
 

 

Remove  Inventor

Legal Name

  

  
EFS Web 2.2.13
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention|GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

 

     Given Name Middle Name Family Name Prefix

d
ResidenceInformation (Select One) US Residency (@) Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City okyo Country of Residence iPrrt~—“C™SSCSCSCSYS

 
  

   
 

   
 

Mailing AddressofInventor:

: 0 GREE,Inc.|610-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku
5ce

Postal Code pers=iCounty|

 
 

Address 1

Address 2
 

  

 
  

  Remove
Inventor

Legal Name

 

  
 

Suffix Middle Name Family Name

fasunaraI]
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency @) Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City okyo Country of Residence i a|

Prefix) Given Name  
    

  
 

Mailing Addressof Inventor:

Address 1 

  
  

   
Address 2 | 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku
City State/Province |
Postal Code Countryi pe  
All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be
generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Age 

Correspondence Information:

Enter either Customer Numberor complete the CorrespondenceInformation section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a). 

|] An Addressis being provided for the correspondenceInformation of this application.

Customer Number

Email Address email@oliff.com Add Email
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Number

Title of Invention|GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Application Information:

ffiesss502— Small Entity Status Claimed [|
(PewomorsSO—S—CSCSSCCC‘#é@é
eTO0UN7FF

Total Numberof Drawing Sheets(if any) Suggested Figure for Publication (if any)

 

   Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

 
 
 

 

 Title of the Invention

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
Attorney Docket Number  

Application Type

Subject Matter

  
Filing By Reference:
Only complete this section whenfiling an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 111(c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not complete this section if
application papers including a specification and any drawingsare being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., “Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information” and “Foreign Priority Information”).

For the purposesof a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawingsof the present application are replaced bythis
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a).

 
 

i
Application numberof the previously Filing date (YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country
filed application

Pd
Publication Information:

   
 

[_] Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219)

Request Not to Publish. | hereby request that the attached application not be published under
CO 35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the

subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires
publication at eighteen monthsafterfiling.

 

 
 

Representative Information:
 

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a powerof attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32).
Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below.If both sections are completed the customer
Numberwill be used for the Representative Information during processing.

 

  
 
  

 

 
Please Select One:

 
e@ Customer Number US Patent Practitioner .

edCustomer Number
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76
Application Number

Title of Invention|GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information:
This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate
National Stage entry from a PCTapplication. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78.
Whenreferring to the current application, please leave the “Application Number’field blank.

 
 

 

  

  
  

 
  
 
  

  

  
      
  

          
 
   
  

 

Prior Application Status

Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)

Prior Application Status

Application _ Prior Application Filing Date Issue Date
Number Continuity Type Number (YYYY-MM-DD) Patent Number (YYYY-MM-DD)

16/053149 (Continuation of | 14/409219 por4-12-18 10076708 2018-09-18
Prior Application Status Po

Filing or 371(c) Date
Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD)  4/409219 | A 371 of international -| PCT/JP2013/003899 2013-06-21

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form
by selecting the Add button.

  
Add

  
Foreign Priority Information: 

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet

constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. Whenpriority is claimed to a foreign application
thatis eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDx)! the information will be used by the Office to
automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i)(1) and (2). Under the PDX program, applicant bears the ultimate

responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual

property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority applicationis filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g){1).

   Application Number Access Codel (if applicable)

Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the
Addbutton. Aad

  
 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition
Applications

EFS Web 2.2.13
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Number

Title of Invention|GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also
contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March
[] 16, 2013.

 

   Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76
 

NOTE: Byproviding this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March
16, 2013, will be examined underthefirst inventor to file provisions of the AIA.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

icati

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76
Application Number

Title of Invention|GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access:

 

 

Whenthis Application Data Sheet is properly signed andfiled with the application, applicant has provided written
authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property (IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed (see
paragraphA in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office (EPO) access to any searchresults from the instant
application (see paragraph B in subsection 1 below).

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-outof the
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below.

NOTE:This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIALfiling of an
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate.

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDX)- Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), the Japan Patent Office
(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of
China (SIPO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any otherforeign intellectual property office
participating with the USPTOin a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreementin which a foreign
application claiming priority to the instant patent applicationis filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed
and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the
instant application andits related bibliographic data, and (3) the date offiling of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)
(1).

 

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box B in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked,
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO accessto the bibliographic data and search
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claimingpriority to the instant patent
applicationis filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2).

 

The applicant is reminded that the EPO’s Rule 141(1) EPC (European Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claimspriority to
the instant application.

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s)

A. Applicant DOES NOTauthorize the USPTOto permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant
[_] application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTOwill not be providing a participating foreign IP office with

any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above.

B. Applicant DOES NOTauthorize the USPTOto transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent
[-] application. If this box is checked, the USPTOwill not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant

application.

NOTE: Oncethe application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO mayprovide access to the
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Number

Title of Invention|GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Applicant Information:

 

   Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

 
Providing assignmentinformation in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirementof part 3 of Title 37 of CFR
to have an assignmentrecorded by the Office.

Applicant 4 Remove
If the applicantis the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed.
The information to be providedin this section is the name and addressof the legal representative whois the applicant under 37 CFR
1.43; or the name and addressof the assignee, person to whom the inventoris under an obligation to assign the invention, or person
whootherwise showssufficient proprietary interest in the matter whois the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46.If the applicant is an
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom theinventoris obligated to assign, or person who otherwise showssufficient
proprietary interest) together with one or morejoint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be
identified in this section.

Clear

e@ Assignee Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 Joint Inventor

 

 
 

 
 

Person to whom theinventoris obligated to assign. Person who showssufficient proprietary interest 
lf applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventoris:

Nameof the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor:

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. xX]

Organization Name REE,INC.

Mailing Address Information For Applicant:

Address 1 | b-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku

 

Address 2

Email Address |

 

   
Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

  
 

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information:

 
Providing assignmentinformation in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirementof part 3 of Title
37 of CFR to have an assignment recorded by the Office.
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76
Application Number

Title of Invention|GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Assignee ;

 
 

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent
application publication. An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assigneeis also desired on the
patent application publication. 

Remove

If the Assignee oroOAssignee is an Organization check here.Organization Name feenc t—~<“CsSOSCSCSC‘“‘(‘(‘(‘(S(!”SC*S@YINC.
Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee:

6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku

Phone Number

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Address 1

Address 2
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 |ftos-6112Country!

Fax Number 

Email Address   
Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by
selecting the Add button.

 

Signature:
NOTE:This Application Data Sheet must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b). However,if this Application
Data Sheetis submitted with the INITIALfiling of the application and either box A or B is not checked in
subsection 2 of the “Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access” section, then this form must
also be signed in accordancewith 37 CFR 1.14(c).

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patentpractitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic
entity (€.g., corporation or association). If the applicant is two or morejoint inventors, this form must be signed by a
patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or morejoint inventor-applicants whe have been given
powerof attorney (e.g., see USPTO Form PTO/AIA/81) on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants.

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications.

 
 
 
 

Signature||/B. Graham Nelson/ for JamesA.Oliff Date (YYYY-MM-DD)) 2019-08-05

First Name|B. Graham Last Name lelson Registration Number 2,699

Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add
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PTO/AIA/14 (02-18)
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Underthe Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respondto a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 —
Application Number

Title of Invention|GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data
sheet form to the USPTO. Timewill vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amountof time you require to
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissionerfor Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related to a patent
application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirementsof the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection ofthis information
is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the informationsolicited is voluntary; and(3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which mayresult in termination of proceedings or abandonmentof
the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extentallowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy
Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department ofJustice to determine whether the Freedom of
Information Act requires disclosure of these records.

2. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use,in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative
tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed,as a4 routine use, to a Memberof Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom
the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Memberwith respect to the subject matterof the record.

4. Arecordin this system of records may be disclosed,as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in order to perform
acontract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuantto 5 U.S.C.
552a(m).

5. Arecord related to an International Applicationfiled under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records maybedisclosed, as a routineuse,
to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent CooperationTreaty.

6. Arecordin this system of records may be disclosed,as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181)
and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee, during an
inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvementsin records managementpractices and
programs, under authority of44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be madein accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of
recordsfor this purpose, and any otherrelevant(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed,as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use,
to the public if the record wasfiled in an application which became abandonedorin which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspectionsor an issued patent.

9. Arecord from this system of records maybe disclosed,as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency,if the USPTO becomes
awareof a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.  
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