UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW. USp[O.gOV

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
16/053,149 09/17/2019 10413832 163485.01 6107
25944 7590 08/28/2019
OLIFF PLC

P.O. BOX 320850
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 0 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include
an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office
of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments
should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management (ODM) at
(571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http:/pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA, Tokyo, JAPAN;
GREE, INC,, Tokyo, JAPAN;

Tomohiro TSUKIHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Norikazu KATO, Tokyo, JAPAN;
Tomoki YASUHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination

Issue Classification |¢s3 149 VOSHIKAWA et al.

JAMES 8§ MCCLELLAN 3716

[0 Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant (] CPA  [J T.D. (] R.1.47
CLAIMS

Final |Original|Final OriginaI|FinaI Original|Final |Original|Final OriginallFinaI OriginallFinaI Original|Final |Original
1 1 7 10

2 2 8 11

3 3 “&»i2 12

4 4 10 13

5 5 11 14

6 6 15 15

w2 7

13 8

14 9

Change(s) aPP]ied
to docu ment,

JIED/
6/20/2019

NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
(Assistant Examiner) (Date) 15

/James S. McClellan/ 29 April 2019 . ) -
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716 O.G. Print Claim(s) | O.G. Print Figure

(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 5
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20190429

Page 3 of 3
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PART B-FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with the applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.
By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to: (571)273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate.

All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless

corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee

notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

OLIFF PLC

P.0. Box 320850 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission

Alexandria, Virginia 22320 I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.

(Typed or printed name)
(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO CONFIRMATION NO
16/053,149 08/02/2018 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.01 6107
TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM
APPIN: TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional [ UNDISCOUNTED $1,000.00 $1,000.00 08/07/2019
EXAMINER ART UNIT CLASS-SUBCLASS
J. S. McClellan 3715 463-042
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee 2. For printing on the patent front page, list .
Address® (37 CFR 1.363) o L. Oliff PLC
(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attomeys
Change of correspondence address (or Change of or agents OR, alternatively, 2.
Correspondence Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. (2) The name of a single firm (having as a member
D “Fee Address” indication (or “Fee Address” Indication aregistered attorney or agent) and the names of
form PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) up to 2 registered patent attomeys or ageats. If 3.
attached. Use of a Customer Number is required. no name is listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been
previously recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE or COUNTRY)
GREE, INC. Tokyo, Japan

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent): |:| Individual Corporation or other private group entity |:| Government

4a. Fees Submitted: Issue Fee |:| Publication Fee (if required) |:| Advance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above):

|:| Electronic Payment via EFS-Web D Enclosed check D Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 15-0461

5. Change of Entity Status (from status indicated above)
Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29. NOTE: Absent a valid Certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue fee
payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
D Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken as
a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

|:| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. NOTE: Checking this box will be taken as a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro entity
status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature / B. Graham Nelson / Date  August 6, 2019
Typed or printed name B. Graham Nelson Registration No. 72,699

PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

6800099v.1 163485.01
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

16053149

Filing Date:

02-Aug-2018

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Filer: Joel S. Armstrong/Darrisaw Tatum

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suﬂ;l’;(tsa)l in

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE 1501 1 1000 1000
Supercell
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Su::J—;I'S(tsa)l in
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 1000
Supercell
Exhibit 1004

Page 5



Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 36799772
Application Number: 16053149
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 6107

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Customer Number:

25944

Filer:

Joel S. Armstrong/Darrisaw Tatum

Filer Authorized By:

Joel S. Armstrong

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01
Receipt Date: 06-AUG-2019
Filing Date: 02-AUG-2018
Time Stamp: 16:42:02

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes

Payment Type DA

Payment was successfully received in RAM $1000

RAM confirmation Number E201986G42156953

Deposit Account

Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Supercell
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File Listing:

Document - . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
36872
1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) Issue_Fee_Transmittal.pdf no 1
7eab591e83e8e09b1d62ef7685fafch3elac|
Warnings:
Information:
30566
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
50f95544f4a1870b2e4ab1f175ea31fd7dS8
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes)1 67438

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW. USpLo.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

| EXAMINER |
25944 7590 05/07/2019
OLIFF PLC MCCLELLAN, JAMES S
P.0. BOX 320850
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 | ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
3715
DATE MAILED: 05/07/2019
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
16/053,149 08/02/2018 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.01 6107

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 08/07/2019

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980.
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at

www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.
Page 1 of 3
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL
Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web.

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE By fax, send to:  (571)-273-2885
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications.
Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address)

25944 7590 05/07/2019 Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
OLIFF PLC I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
P.O. BOX 320850 addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to
ALEXANDRIA. VA 22320-4850 the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below.
(Typed or printed name)|
(Signature)
(Date)
I APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/053,149 08/02/2018 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.01 6107
TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM
I APPLN. TYPE | ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE | TOTAL FEE(S) DUE | DATE DUE |
nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 08/07/2019

| EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS I
MCCLELLAN, JAMES S 3715 463-042000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address” (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys

or agents OR, alternatively, 1
(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of upto 2
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is
listed, no name will be printed.

| Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached.

(] "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/
SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

w

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.81(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual [ Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. Fees submitted: [Missue Fee [_IpPublication Fee (if required) [JAdvance Order - # of Copies
4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above)

() Electronic Payment via EFS-Web () Enclosed check (L) Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038)

(] The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No.

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

M| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature Date
Typed or printed name Registration No.
Page 2 of 3
PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW. USpLo.gov

I APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
16/053,149 08/02/2018 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.01 6107
| EXAMINER |
25944 7590 05/07/2019
OLIFF PLC MCCLELLAN, JAMES S
P.O. BOX 320850
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 | ART UNIT PAPERNUMBER |
3715

DATE MAILED: 05/07/2019

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(1) to eliminate the requirement
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior
to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration

of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3 of 3

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency request to
collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration date for the
agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform
the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection
of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment
of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the
Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting
a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services,
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C.
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection
of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall
not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, arecord
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed
in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application
is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
] . 16/053,149 YOSHIKAWA et al.
Notice of Allowability Examiner ArtUnit | AIA (FITF) Status
JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3716 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included

herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1.4 This communication is responsive to an amendment on 4/2/2019.
[ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2.[J An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on

; the
restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-15 . As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4.} Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
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1. M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [J Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.

3. [0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

* Certified copies not received:

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file areply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5.[] CORRECTED DRAWINGS (as "replacement sheets") must be submitted.

(O including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of each
sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

6.(J DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1.0 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892)
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from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
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require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 14350, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
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Privacy Act Statement

1.

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S5.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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PATENT APPLICATION

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re the Application of

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. Group Art Unit: 3716
Application No.: 16/053,149 Examiner: J. MCCLELLAN
Filed: August 2, 2018 Docket No.:  163485.01

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
In reply to the January 11, 2019 Office Action, please consider the following:

Amendments to the Claims as reflected in the listing of claims;

Remarks.
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Application No. 16/053,149

Amendments to the Claims:

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims
in the application:

1. (Currently Amended) A game control method executed by a game server, the
method comprising:

associating, in a memory of the game server, each of a plurality of cells with each of
extracted items extracted from the memory;

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet
comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item

information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (i1) a

number of obtained items and (iii) a number of un-obtained items—the-ebtainable-iternt

receiving, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select one
cell among the plurality of cells;
sending information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one cell

from another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet. wherein the differentiating of the

display of the one cell is done in response to the selection request to select the one cell; and

providing, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with
the one cell to a user of the user terminal.

2. (Original) The game control method of claim 1, wherein

the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for
differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with
the one cell.

3. (Original) The game control method of claim 1, wherein
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the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information
of a character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity
value of each item associated with each cell.

4. (Currently Amended) A game server comprising:

a memory in which each of a plurality of cells is associated with each of extracted
items extracted from the memory; and

a controller configured to

send information to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet

comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item

information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (i1) a

number of obtained items and (iii) a number of un-obtained items—the-ebtainable-iternt

receive, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select
one cell among the plurality of cells,
send information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one

cell from another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet, wherein the differentiating of the

display of the one cell is done in response to the selection request to select the one cell, and

provide, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated
with the one cell to a user of the user terminal.
5. (Original) The game server of claim 4, wherein
the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for
differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with
the one cell.

6. (Original) The game server of claim 4, wherein
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the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information
of a character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity
value of each item associated with each cell.

7. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer readable recording medium
having stored thereon instructions to be executed on a computer, the instructions causing the
computer to perform the steps of:

associating, in a memory of the computer, each of a plurality of cells with each of
extracted items extracted from the memory;

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet
comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item

information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (ii) a

number of obtained items and (ii1) a number of un-obtained items—the-obtainablettem

receiving, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select one
cell among the plurality of cells;
sending information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one cell

from another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet, wherein the differentiating of the

display of the one cell is done in response to the selection request to select the one cell; and

providing, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with
the one cell to a user of the user terminal.
8. (Original) The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim

7, wherein
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the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for
differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with
the one cell.

9. (Original) The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim
7, wherein

the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information
of a character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity
value of each item associated with each cell.

10. {(New) The game control method of claim 1, wherein

the information sent to the user terminal for displaying is for displaying the obtainable
item information as at least one of (i) a numerical value indicating the total number of items
for each item type, (i1) a numerical value indicating the number of obtained items and (iii) a
numerical value indicating the number of un-obtained items.

11. {New) The game server of claim 4, wherein

the information sent to the user terminal for displaying is for displaying the obtainable
item information as at least one of (i) a numerical value indicating the total number of items
for each item type, (i1) a numerical value indicating the number of obtained items and (iii) a
numerical value indicating the number of un-obtained items.

12. {New) The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 7,
wherein

the information sent to the user terminal for displaying is for displaying the obtainable
item information as at least one of (i) a numerical value indicating the total number of items
for each item type, (i1) a numerical value indicating the number of obtained items and (iii) a
numerical value indicating the number of un-obtained items.

13. (New) The game control method of claim 1, wherein
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the obtainable item information is assigned for each user based on identification
information unique to each user.

14. (New) The game server of claim 4, wherein

the obtainable item information is assigned for each user based on identification
information unique to each user.

15. (New) The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 7,
wherein

the obtainable item information is assigned for each user based on identification

information unique to each user.
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REMARKS

Claims 1-15 are pending in this application. By this Amendment, claims 1, 4 and 7
are amended, and claims 10-15 are added. No new matter is added.

The courtesies extended to Applicant's representative by Examiner McClellan at the
interview held February 15, 2019, are appreciated. The reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action are incorporated into the remarks below, which constitute
Applicant's record of the interview.

Claims 1-9 are rejected under pre-AlA 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Yamada (US
2005/0282634) in view of Shimono (US 2011/0124415). In response, the rejection is
respectfully traversed.

As discussed during the interview, independent claims 1, 4 and 7 are amended to
clarify that "the differentiating of the display of the one cell is done in response to the
selection request to select the one cell.” As discussed during the interview, the cited art fails
to disclose the amended features of the independent claims.

In particular, in Figure 7 of Yamada, the differentiation of display of cells is based on
whether the cells show rare or normal items, and is determined based on the strength of the
wireless connection between two user terminals (paragraph [0089]). Although Yamada
permits selection of a cell and Yamada also displays cells differently, there is no causational
nexus between the differentiation of the display and the selection of the cell. Thus, as agreed
upon during the interview, there is no differentiation of display of cells done "in response to
the selection request to select the one cell,” as claimed. Shimono does not remedy this
deficiency of Yamada. Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested.

New claims 10-12 depend from the independent claims and are thus allowable in view
of the above discussion. In addition, claims 10-12 are allowable for reciting features not

disclosed by the art of record. During the interview, the Examiner interpreted Figure 7 of
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Yamada as displaying a "number" of obtained items (i.e., a certain number of obtained items)
because there are three normal item pieces displaying for Player 2. As discussed and agreed
upon during the interview, Yamada does not disclose displaying a separate numerical value
on the screen (e.g., in Figure 7). Thus, Yamada does not disclose or suggest the features of
claims 10-12 of "obtainable item information as at least one of (i) a numerical value
indicating the total number of items for each item type, (ii) a numerical value indicating the
number of obtained items and (iii) a numerical value indicating the number of un-obtained
items."

New claims 13-15 depend from the independent claims and are thus allowable in view
of the above discussion. Claims 13-15 recite a limitation that was previously recited in the
independent claims.

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance are earnestly

solicited.
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Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to

place this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to

contact the undersigned at the telephone number set forth below.

JAO:BGN/dkt

Date: April 2, 2019

OLIFF PLC

P.O. Box 320850

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850
Telephone: (703) 836-6400

Respectfully submitted,
/ B. Graham Nelson /

James A. Oliff
Registration No. 27,075

B. Graham Nelson
Registration No. 72,699

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
AUTHORIZATION
Please grant any extension
necessary for entry of this filing;
Charge any fee due to our
Deposit Account No. 15-0461
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/053,149 YOSHIKAWA et al.
Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary Examiner Art Unit AlA Status
JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3716 No

All participants (applicant, applicants representative, PTO personnel):

(1) JAMES S. MCCLELLAN. @) .

(2) Graham Nelson (72,699). 4) )

Date of Interview: 15 February 2019.

Type: Telephonic (] Video Conference
OJ Personal [copy given to:  [J applicant  [J applicant's representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted:  [J Yes No.
If Yes, brief description:
Issues Discussed (J101  (J112 102 ™103 Oothers
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: 1.

Identification of prior art discussed: Yamada and Shimono.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

Applicant discussed differences between the disclosure of Yamada and the recited claims, including differentiating
information and display of item information. While the Examiner appreciates the differences between the current
disclosure (e.g., Fig. 10B) and Yamada's disclosure, the current claims are broad and do not recite with sufficient detail
those differences..

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whichever is later, to file a statement of the substance of the
interview

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of
the substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

O Attachment

/James S. McClellan/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20190215
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview.

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1.133 Interviews
Paragraph (b)

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C.
132)

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing.
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to any
alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt.

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews.

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiners responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies
which bear directly on the question of patentability.

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing out
typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required.

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the conclusion of
the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicants correspondence address either with or prior
to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other circumstances dictate, the
Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication.

The Form provides for recordation of the following information:

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number)

- Name of applicant

- Name of examiner

- Date of interview

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal)

- Name of participani(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.)

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed

- Anindication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary.

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action)

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview unless
it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the substance of the
interview.

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items:
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,-
) an identification of the claims discussed,
) an identification of the specific prior art discussed,
) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on
the Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner,

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner,

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.)

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed

by the examiner.

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicants record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and accurate,

the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record.

Examiner to Check for Accuracy

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiners version of the statement
attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, Interview Record OK on the paper recording
the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiners initials.
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Applicant Initiated Interview Request Form -- emailed to: Examiner McClellan (1 p.)

In re the Application of

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. Group Art Unit: 3716
Application No.:  16/053,149 Examiner: J. MCCLELLAN
Filed: August 2, 2018 Docket No.:  163485.01

For:  GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Tentative Participants:

(1) B. Graham Nelson (Reg. No. 72,699) (2) J.MCCLELLAN

3 @

Confirmed Date of Interview: Feb. 15,2019 Proposed Time:  10:00 (AM)
Type of Interview Requested:

O Telephonic (2) [[] Personal (3) [[] video Conference

Exhibit To Be Shown or Demonstrated: [J YES NO

If yes, provide brief description:

Issues To Be Discussed

Issues Claims/ Prior Discussed Agreed Not Agreed
(Rej., Obj., etc) Fig. #s Art
(1) §103 Claims 1, 4,7 Yamada, O O O
Shimono

Brief Description of Arguments to be Presented:

We would like to discuss the differences between the claimed subject matter and the cited art as follows. The
independent claims recite receiving selection of one cell, and then differentiating the display of that one cell from
another cell in the sheet. Yamada does not differentiate the display of a selected cell from that of another cell. In
Figure 7 of Yamada, the differentiation of display of cells is based on whether the cells show rare or normal items,
and is determined based on the strength of the wireless connection between two user terminals (paragraph [0089]).
There is no differentiation of display of cells based on which cell is selected, as claimed.

Also, element 84 of Figure 5 of Yamada is relied upon in the rejection for the claimed “total number of items for
each item type.” However, element 84 is an area of stored memory. That information is not displayed on the sheet
of cells in Figure 7. Thus, that information does not meet the claimed display of obtainable item information. We
look forward to discussing this matter during the interview tomorrow.

An interview was conducted on the above-identified application on

NOTE: This form should be completed by applicant and submitted to the examiner in advance of the interview (see MPEP

§ 713.01). This form is signed by a registered practitioner, and the Office should accept this as an indication that he or she is
authorized to conduct an interview on behalf of the principal (37 CFR 1.32(a)(3)) pursuant to 37 CFR 1.34. This is not a power
of attorney to any above named practitioner.

/B. Graham Nelson/

(Applicant/Applicant's Representative Signature) (Examiner/SPE Signature)

Supercell

Exhibit 1004

Page 40



Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (02-18)

L . . - Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are reguired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Number 16053149
Filing Date P018-08-02
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor “rsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Uit | prys
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(gm*lner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na“.’e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
Examiner| .. Publication Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns, Lines where
. Cite No . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial Number Code'| Date of cited Document

Figures Appear

1 0130337906 A1l P013-12-19 fkeda

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove
Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Avolicant of cited where Relevant TS
Initial* No | Number3 Codezi Code?| Date P Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
1 0014000103 P A 2014-01-09 Dna KK

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
. .. | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite o . . )
A (bock, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
Initials No . ; .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
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Application Number 16053149

Filing Date 2018-08-02
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Un
- it | 3716
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

1 Bupercell, "THIRD ASSERTION DOCUMENT BY OBLIGORS," submitted in Case No. H30(Y0)22064 of JP Patent
No. 6276314, pp. 1-24, September 3, 2018.

2 [GMO, "SIGNIFICANTLY RENEWED "GACHA AND PONTA," submitted in Case No. H30(Y0)22064 of JP Patent No.
6276314, pp. 1-2, November 19, 2009.

3 BANGACHA, "SUMMARY OF SPEC DESCRIPTION OF GACHA AND PONTA 2," submitted in Case No. H3G(YO)
P2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-11, November 21, 2009.

4 IYAMAGUCHI Masahiro, "WHAT IS THE NEW "WINDOWS TOUCH" FUNCTION IN WINDOWS 7?" submitted in Case
No. H30{Y0)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-13, Oclober 23, 2009.

5 NIKKEI Trendy Net, "™WINDOWS 7 SALES START!" RELATED ARTICLE TO BE FURTHER ACQUAINTED WITH 7.*
pubmitted in Case No. H30{Y0)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-4, October 23, 2009.

6 HobbyJAPAN Co., Ltd., "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3 - FIRST STEP GUIDE," submitted in Case No. H30
Y0)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 006, 007, 042, 043, March 1, 2010.

7 ITAKIZAWA Osamu, "BANDAI NAMCO, WIN "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3,™ submitted in Case No. H33(YO
2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-6, February 25, 2010.

8 ITAKIZAWA Osamu, "BANDAI NAMCO, WIN "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3,"™ submitted in Case No. H303(YO
P2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-2, printed on August 9, 2018.

9 Bupercell's Agent, "FUNCTION CONFIRMATION REPORT," submitted in Case No. H30{Y0)22064 of JP Patent No.
6276314, pp. 1-2, September 3, 2018.

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I Date Considered ‘I

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 16053149

Filing Date 2018-08-02
First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit | 3716

Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|

English language translation is attached.
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Application Number 16053149

Filing Date 2018-08-02

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

- Art Unit | 3716
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
X The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature {B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-02-05
Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number |72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you bhe given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

16053149

Filing Date:

02-Aug-2018

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Filer:

James Albert Oliff/Darrisaw Tatum

Attorney Docket Number:

163485.01

Filed as Large Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Description

Fee Code Quantity Amount

Sub-Total in
UsD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Su::J—;I'g(tsa)l in
Miscellaneous:
SUBMISSION- INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STMT 1806 1 240 240
Total in USD ($) 240
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 35067114
Application Number: 16053149
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 6107
Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Customer Number: 25944
Filer: James Albert Oliff/Darrisaw Tatum
Filer Authorized By: James Albert Oliff
Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01
Receipt Date: 05-FEB-2019
Filing Date: 02-AUG-2018
Time Stamp: 17:23:27
Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type DA
Payment was successfully received in RAM $240
RAM confirmation Number 020619INTEFSW00004195150461
Deposit Account
Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
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File Listing:
Document .. . File Size(Bytes Multi Pages
Document Description File Name ( y V . . 9
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
22858
] Transmittal Letter Informatlon_DlscI;j)fsure_State no 5
mentp 296fd52405350907bb7d378d77ed37e6c6!
Warnings:
Information:
1035035
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 201 90.205—_
2 E SBO8 _Information_Disclosure_State no 5
orm ( ) ment_Fillable_PDF.pdf 2686f2350aa0d6119fbflec33a7ca0l e39ab)
- - dclb
Warnings:
Information:
2715982
3 Foreign Reference R034_JP2014000103A.PDF no 32
0f57b263ce008c57592a11c3d541b6%ec3a
6e3cd
Warnings:
Information:
1417863
4 Non Patent Literature SUPERCELL_DO010.PDF no 24
605c1ddaf938559%43391ea5d82150a5081
Warnings:
Information:
133176
5 Non Patent Literature GMO_DO011.PDF no 2
0662ba46244a449f062d0ae182d8ab6ad4d|
Warnings:
Information:
891022
6 Non Patent Literature BANGACHA_DO012.PDF no 11
218eeele8cf17¢7333bf99a3cc65ed081202)
Warnings:
Information:
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1161623
7 Non Patent Literature YAMAGUCHI}héﬁsahIrO*Dm 3. no 13
be53985 1fae2aeS5ae46a7561e6505cc54ccq]
cled
Warnings:
Information:
325392
8 Non Patent Literature NIKKEI_Trendy_Net_D014.PDF no 4
42a40f9ceef5d3b4c1fd71321d75543e0b2c
3e63
Warnings:
Information:
439939
9 Non Patent Literature HObbyJAPA’\F‘,BCFO—Ltd—Dm > no 4
fb5f1eb87118672efc9331613e07be40152¢]
214
Warnings:
Information:
651416
10 Non Patent Literature TAKIZAWA_Osamu_D016.PDF no 6
99adfddc796ac1479189d2c53bf94966009
5c941
Warnings:
Information:
159113
11 Non Patent Literature TAKIZAWA_Osamu_D017.PDF no 2
152e5203825f17262af2afab1b4222d6782¢|
8c05
Warnings:
Information:
125046
12 Non Patent Literature Supercells_Agent_D018.PDF no 2
0e8984df1fba71df0c3186879d588caceel 4|
Warnings:
Information:
31007
13 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
924c7607fabb7a0bcd 186 ¢4 8feef0f389224
8a2
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes):| 9109472
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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PATENT APPLICATION

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of: Attorney Docket No.: 163485.01
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al.

Application No.: 16/053,149 Confirmation No.: 6107

Filed: August 2, 2018 Art Unit: 3716

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME Examiner: J. S. McClellan

SERVER, AND PROGRAM

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 Form. Unless otherwise indicated
herein, one copy of each item(s) is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made

of record therein and appear among the "References Cited” on any patent to issue therefrom.

X 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months
after the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the
merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection, Notice of Allowance or other
action that closes prosecution (e.g., Quayle Action).

X a. The fees associated with this filing under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) are being
paid electronically with this filing. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to
charge any additional fee (or credit any overpayment) associated for this filing
to Deposit Account No. 15-0461.

X 2. With respect to the following foreign language document, for which a
translation is not submitted:

Foreign | Abstract |Discussed in |Discussed in | Corresponds to
Cite No | Provided

1 U.S. Pub. cite 1.

6367493v.1 163485.01
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X 3.

Application No. 16/053,149

Concise Statement of Relevance: Foreign Pat. Cite No. 1 and NPL Cite Nos.

1 to 9 are based on a concurrent proceeding in a foreign jurisdiction.

JAO:BGN/dkt
Date: February 5, 2019

OLIFF PLC

P.O. Box 320850

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850
Telephone: (703) 836-6400

Respectfully submitted,

Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson /

James A. Oliff

Registration No.: 27,075
B. Graham Nelson
Registration No.: 72,699

2.

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
AUTHORIZATION
Please grant any extension
necessary for entry of this filing;
Charge any fee due to our
Deposit Account No. 15-0461
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Www.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |

16/053,149 08/02/2018 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.01 6107
25944 7590 0U/11/2019 | XANINGR |
OLIFF PLC
P.0. BOX 320850 MCCLELLAN, JAMES §
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

| ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |

3716
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
01/11/2019 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
following e-mail address(es):

OfficeAction25944@oliff.com
jarmstrong @oliff.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)

16/053,149 YOSHIKAWA et al.
Office Action .S‘ummary Examiner Art Unit AlA Status
JAMES S MCCLELLAN 3716 No

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING
DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing
date of this communication.

- 1f NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)(J Responsive to communication(s) fledon
[J A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon .
2a)(] This action is FINAL. 2b) ¥l This action is non-final.

3)0 An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

4)[J Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under £x parfe Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5) Claim(s)  1-9is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) _____is/are withdrawn from consideration.

6) [ Claim(s) ____is/are allowed.

7) Claim(s) 1-9 is/are rejected.

8) [J Claim(s) ___is/are objected to.

9) [J Claim(s) ____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

Application Papers
10)(J The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)™ The drawing(s) filed on 8/2/2018 is/are: a)¥} accepted or b)(] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12) Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a) All b)(J Some** ¢)(J None of the:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 14/409,219.

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) [J Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. ) Paper No(s)/Mail Date
2) Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4) [ Other:
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . —
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20190107
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Application/Control Number: 16/053,149 Page 2
Art Unit: 3716

DETAILED ACTION

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
1. The following is a quotation of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained through the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set
forth in section 102, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S.
Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0282634 to Yamada in view of U.S. Patent Application
Publication No. 2011/0124415 to Shimono.

With regard to claim 1, Yamada discloses a game control method, the method
comprising: associating, in a memory of a game device (e.g., see Figs. 4 and 5), each of a
plurality of cells with each of extracted items extracted from the memory (e.g., see Fig. 7);
sending information to a user terminal for displaying (e.g., see Fig. 7), in a virtual game, a sheet
comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information (e.g., see Fig. 7), the obtainable
item information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type (e.g.,
see Fig. 5, element 84, possessed item list), (ii) a number of obtained items and (iii) a number of
un-obtained items, the obtainable item information being assigned for each user based on
identification information unique to each user (e.g., see Fig. 7, Player 1 and Player 2); receiving,
in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select one cell among the
plurality of cells (e.g., see at least paragraph 72); sending information for differentiating, in the

virtual game, a display of the one cell from another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet; and
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Art Unit: 3716

providing, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with the one cell
to a user of the user terminal (e.g., Fig. 13);

[claim 2] wherein the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes
information for differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item
associated with the one cell (e.g., see Fig. 13); and

[claim 3] wherein the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet
includes information of a character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character
indicating a rarity value of each item associated with each cell (e.g., see at least Fig. 5, Rare item
piece).

Claims 4-9 are rejected based on the same analysis as set forth above for claims 1-3.

Conclusion

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to JAMES S MCCLELLAN whose telephone number is (571)272-
7167. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30AM-5:00PM).

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using
a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is
encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at
http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on (571) 272-4430. The fax phone number for the

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/James S. McClellan/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716
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Application Number 16053149
Filing Date 2018-08-02
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unt |3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ J. S. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

1 Beptember 18, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020. X
2 [Media Works Inc. "YOSHI'S ISLAND DS, THE COMPLETE GUIDE". 3rd Edition, pp. 6-9, June 5, 2007. ]
3 PigiCube Co., Ltd. "KINGDOM HEART'S ULTIMANIA". Revised Edition, pp. 17, 308, 312, June 12, 2003. ]
4 Enterbrain Inc. "7th DRAGON 2020, COMPLETE GUIDE". 1st Edition, p. 28, January 10, 2012. ]

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add
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Examiner Signature |I /James §. MeClellan/ Date Considered ‘I 01/07/2019
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Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
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Application Number 16053149
Filing Date 2018-08-02
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unt |3715
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date {(YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-12-07
Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number |72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 14350, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

1.

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S5.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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If you wish to add additional Fareign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS Remove
. .. | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
Examiner| Cite R . . )
e (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS
Initials No . - .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
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seeipt date: 09/11/2018 16/0583,149 — Gay: 3716

Application Number 16053149
Filing Date 2018-08-02
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unt |3714
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

1 Beptember 10, 2013 International Search Report issued in Application No. PCT/JP2013/003899.

2 March 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. hd
3 March 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2014-007086. X|
4 Pune 10, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. &
5 Beptember 16, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2014-142613. X
6 November 19, 2013 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. z|
7 Bocial Game Review 7: Social Gacha's payment encouragement scheme has overwhelmed network games [onling], D

[GameCast iPhone, February 11, 212, (with partial translation).

8 'POWER PRO KUN POCKET 14 OFFICIAL COMPLETE GUIDE", Enterbrain, 1st Edition, page 157, February 22,
b nort | ]
P012, (with partial translation).
9 'DENGEKII YOEN KUNOICHI", Appli Fan, Cosmic Publishing, Vol. 2, pages 116-117, April 15, 2012. ]
10 'WONDER LIFE SPECIAL, NINTENDO OFFICIAL GUIDEBOOK, POKEMON XD, GALE OF DARKNESS, DARK ]
| UGIA", Shogakukan Inc_, 1st Edition, page 152, October 1, 2005.
11 February 3, 2015 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-208126. X|
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soeipt date: 09/11/2018 18/083,149 — GAY: 3716
Application Number 16053149
Filing Date 2018-08-02
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT [ — o714
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

12 December 22, 20115 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2015-131303. X|
13 October 4, 2016 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. X|
14 December 1, 2016 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219 |:|
15 February 21, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. &

[Communications Inc_, Vol. 14, No. 8, pg. 19, 2009.

16 Nintendo DREAM August issue separate volume, Tomodachi Collection, Shima No Seikatsu Mankitsu Guide, Mainichi D

17 May 9, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. z|

18 Baka Tsuku DS Touch and Direct Perfect Guide, ENTERBRAIN, INC_, First Version, pp. 74-76, January 8, 2009. |:|

19  |Jugust 25, 2017 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. |:|

20 February 9, 2018 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. |:|

21 Pune 26, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020. X

22 May 25, 2018 Notice of Allowance issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. |:|

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /JSM/
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sceipt date: 09/11/2018

16/0583,149 — Gay: 3716

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number

16053149

Filing Date

2018-08-02

First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Art Unit | 3714
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature

/James &. McClellan/

Date Considered ‘

01/07/2018

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPQ Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|

English language translation is attached.
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seeipt date: 09/11/2018 16/0583,149 — Gay: 3716

Application Number 16053149
Filing Date 2018-08-02
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT Art Unt |3714
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[l any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date {(YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-09-11
Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number |72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file {and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 14350, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Receipt date: 08/11/2018 18/083,149 - GAU: 3716

Privacy Act Statement

1.

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S5.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEFT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /J8M/
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
Q. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1430
WWW.USpto.gov

| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
16/053,149 08/02/2018 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.01
CONFIRMATION NO. 6107
25944 PUBLICATION NOTICE
OLIFF PLC

0. BOX 320850 00

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850

Title:GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

Publication No.US-2018-0361249-A1
Publication Date:12/20/2018

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databases via the
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's
Public Records Division. The Public Records Division can be reached by telephone at (571) 272-3150 or (800)
972-6382, by facsimile at (571) 273-3250, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office,
Public Records Division, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and

the dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through

the Patent Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application
Information and Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently
https://portal.uspto.gov/pair/PublicPair. Prior to publication, such status information is confidential and may only
be obtained by applicant using the private side of PAIR.

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

Oftice of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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Doc code: IDS
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed

PTO/SB/08a (02-18)

Approved for use through 11/30/2020. OMB 0651-0031
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are reguired to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 16053149
Filing Date P018-08-02
First Named Inventor “rsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit | 3716

Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(gm*lner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na“.’e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS

Remove

Examiner
Initial*

Cite No

Publication
Number

Kind
Code?

Publication
Date

Name of Patentee or Applicant
of cited Document

Pages,Columns,Lines where
Relevant Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button] Add

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Remove

Name of Patentee or Pages,Columns Lines
Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document Country Kind | Publication Avolicant of cited where Relevant TS
Initial* No | Number3 Codezi Code?| Date P Passages or Relevant
Document .
Figures Appear
1
If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button | Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Remove

Examiner
Initials™

Cite
No

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item
(bock, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), TS

publisher, city and/or country where published.
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Application Number 16053149

Filing Date 2018-08-02
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Un
- it | 3716
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

1 Beptember 18, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020. X
2 Media Works Inc. "YOSHI'S ISLAND DS, THE COMPLETE GUIDE". 3rd Edition, pp. 6-9, June 5, 2007. ]
3 DigiCube Co., Ltd. "KINGDOM HEART'S ULTIMANIA". Revised Edition, pp. 17, 308, 312, June 12, 2003. ]
4 Fnterbrain Inc. "7th DRAGON 2020, COMPLETE GUIDE". 1st Edition, p. 28, January 10, 2012. []

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I Date Considered ‘I

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 2 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 5 Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number 16053149

Filing Date 2018-08-02

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

- Art Unit | 3716
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name ‘ J. 8. McClellan

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature {B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-12-07
Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number |72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you bhe given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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PATENT APPLICATION

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Patent Application of: Attorney Docket No.: 163485.01
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al.

Application No.: 16/053,149 Confirmation No.: 6107

Filed: August 2, 2018 Art Unit: 3716

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME Examiner: J. S. McClellan

SERVER, AND PROGRAM

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 Form. Unless otherwise indicated
herein, one copy of each item(s) is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made

of record therein and appear among the "References Cited” on any patent to issue therefrom.

X 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months
of the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of
a first Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee
is required.

6237798v.1 163485.01
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X 2.

Application No. 16/053,149

With respect to the following foreign language documents, for which a
translation is not submitted:

NPL Cite | Abstract |Discussed in |Discussed in | Corresponds to
No Provided
2 NPL. cite 1
3 NPL. cite 1
4 NPL. cite 1

JAO:BGN/dkt

Date: December 7, 2018

OLIFF PLC

P.O. Box 320850
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850
Telephone: (703) 836-6400

Respectfully submitted,

Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson /
James A. OLff

Registration No.: 27,075

B. Graham Nelson

Registration No.: 72,699

2.

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
AUTHORIZATION
Please grant any extension
necessary for entry of this filing;
Charge any fee due to our
Deposit Account No. 15-0461
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 34519902
Application Number: 16053149
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 6107

Title of Invention:

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

Customer Number:

25944

Filer:

Joel S. Armstrong/Amber Cook

Filer Authorized By:

Joel S. Armstrong

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01
Receipt Date: 07-DEC-2018
Filing Date: 02-AUG-2018
Time Stamp: 14:14:23

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document Document Description File Name File Slze(B){tes)/ Multl. .Pages
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
262093
] Non Patent Literature S018_0036D_20180918Rejectio no 5
n.PDF
518b6c9fa5c798a27550c5cadf2a6bac6928
Warnings:
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Information:

16488
2 Non Patent Literature S018_0036D_20180918Rejectio no 4
n_1.PDF
d7f99bb3bff2d2db17df828287c49d48f183
cOcc
Warnings:
Information:
1006767
3 Non Patent Literature DOO7_Med|a|_DVS/|<:) rks_Inc2007. no 6
cab65136d68688454cc226982af2481d25¢|
74cc1
Warnings:
Information:
1043454
D DigiC Co_Lt .
4 Non Patent Literature 008_Digi UFE)DEE 0_Ltd2003 no 5
47739ceedb103147c¢3f46642717e4d41c6f
025e9
Warnings:
Information:
413824
5 Non Patent Literature D009_Enterbrain_Inc2012.PDF no 3
4a9e2e944044717656 1aac88d036ed2b8fe]
Warnings:
Information:
1034476
. . 20181207_-
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) i .
6 E SBO8 _Information_Disclosure_State no 4
orm{ ) ment_Fillable_PDF.pdf 0d2a67008458d4f08a4edd2558201c8d60d]
6047
Warnings:

Information:

A U.S. Patent Number Citation or a U.S. Publication Number Citation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may remove the form to add the required data in order to correct the Informational Message if
you are citing U.S. References. If you chose not to include U.S. References, the image of the form will be processed and be made available
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DESCRIPTION
GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION
(o001} This application is 3 continuation of U.5. Application No. 14/409,219 filed
December 18, 2014, which is based on and claims priority 1o and the benefit of Japanese Patent

Application No. 2012-140213 filed Jun. 21, 2012, the entire contents of which are incorporated

herein by reference,

TECHNICAL FIELD
{0082} The present invention relates to a game control method, a game server, and a
progrant,

BACKGROUND ART
{0063} Conventionally, in & batile game server, each user's deck is formed by a plurality

of battle cards or the like stored for each user, and the battle game server allows a plurality of
users to compete with each other based on the total value of the attack strength and defense
strength of the deck (for example, ses Patent Literature 1). In such a battle game server, the user
acquires & battle card by methods such as purchasing the batile card or obtaining the battle card
by winning 2 battle against an opponent,

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

{0684 Patent Literature 1 7P 2008-220084 A

SUMBMARY OF INVENTION

{Technical Problem}

[6005] In a conventional battle game server, however, the methods for acquiring battle
cards and the like are limited, causing the user to lose interest in the game. In particular, since it
is difficult to scquire a battle card or the like with a high rarity value, the user ends up with the

impression that such an item cannot be acquired at all and suffers a drastic loss of inlerest in the

game.

{068s] Accordingly, the present invention has been conceived in light of
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the ashove problems aad provides a game control method, a game server, and a
program that can increase the variations on methods for seqguiring batile cards
and the lke, increaze the predictability of acguisition of & card or the like
with a high rarity value or the like, and heighten interest in the game.
{Soclution to Problem)

{B687} A game control method sccording to the present invenmtion for
solving the above problems includes the ateps oft {8) presenting a
cormmunication terminal, connected over a communication line, with
acquirable itemn information that, for each item type, includses g total count and
an acquisition count ar a noun-acquisition count of items when receiving, from
the communication ferminal, a request {o present informstion related to itoms
acqguirablg by the communication terminal; (b) determining an item Yo provide
to the communication terminal when receiving an item scquisition request
from the communication terminal; and (¢} changing the acqguirable itom
information when receiving a reset request from the commugication terminal,
{6088} In the game control method according to the present invention, in
step {a}, a method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to
the communication terminal may differ between a first item and a second item,
a numerical value of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the
first item, and the numerical value of the item type being less than the
pradetermined value for the second item.

[6009] In the game conirel method according to the present invention, the
aoguirable item informstion for the first itemm may include idsntification
information or an image for an item,

{8618} In the game control method according to the present invention,
inforzﬁaﬁen on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented.
{8011} In the game control method according to the present iavention, in
step (b}, based on 3 selection reguest from the communication terminal, one
item gslected from smong items for which the count of necessary attempts for
acguisition is at most the predstermined value may be determined to be the
item {o provide,

{86612} A game server sccording to the present invention includes:
information preseniation means for presenting s communication ferminal,

connected over 8 communication line, with acquirable item information that,

PO131690-PUTUS (21243
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for each ifem {ype, includss a fotal count and an acguisition count or a
non-acguisition vount of items when s request io present information related
te items acguirable by the communicstion terminsl is recsived from the
communication terminal;, and contrel means for delermining an item o
provide to the communication terminal when sn ifem acquisition reguest is
received from the communicstion terminal, such thst the control means
changes the acquirable jtom informstion when roceliving a roset request from
the communication ferminal,

D813} In the gams sgsrver according to the presemt imvention, the
information prosentation mesns may adopt a different method for presenting
the acguirable Hem information prosanied to the communiestion ferminal for a
first ifem than for a second itewm, & numerical value of ihe Rem type being st
lcast 3 predetermined value for the first ftem, and the nomerical value of the
item type being less than ihe predetermined valus for the ssoond item

FHeI4] In the game server accovding fo the presemt inventiom, the
acqguirabls ifem informstion for the first item may include identification
information or an image for an item,

6018} In the gsme server sccording to the present invention, the
information presentation mesns may present information on another user who
has acguired the firs? item,

{8318] In the game server according o the pressnt invention, based on 2
scloction request from the communication terminsl, the conirol means may
determine one item selscted from among items for which the sount of
necessary atisrupts for acguisition is st most the predefermined value to by the
item to provide,

iBeLTy A program sccordinmg fo the present imvention s for causing a
compuicr that functions as a batile game server to perform the sieps of {a)
presenting & communigation terminal, connecied over & communication lne,
with acguirable ftem information that, for each item fyps, includes s iotal
count and an scguisition coumnt or 8 non-soquisition count of items when
receiving, from the communication terminal, 8 regusst to present information
related to items acguivable by the communication terminal; (b) determining an
item to provide to the communication ternainsl when reesiving gn item

acquizition reguest from the comununication terminal; and (o} changing the
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acquirable item information when receiving & resel request from the
communication terminal.

[6018] In the program accerding to the present imvention, in step {(a), a
method for presenting the acquirsble item informstion presented to the
communicstion terminal may differ between a first item and a3 second item, »
numerical value of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the
first item, and the numerical value of the item iype being less than the
predetermined value for the second item,

{B019] In the program according to the present invention, the acguirable
item information for the first item may include identification information oy

an image for an item.

{8028} In the program according to the present invention, in step (&),
information on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented.
o821 In the program according to the presemt imvention, in step (b)),

based on a selection request from the communication ferminal, one item
selected from among items for which the count of necessary attempts for
seguisition is st most the predetermined valus may be determined to be the
item to provids.

{Advantageoous Effsct of Invention)

{6822] According to the game contrel method, game server, and program
of the present invention, it is possible to incresse the variations on methods
for scquiring battle cards and the Hke, increase the predictability of
acquisition of a card or the like with a high numerical value for the item type,

and heighten inferest in the game.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

66231 The present invention will be further describad below with
reference to the sccompenying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a battle game server in Embodiment 13

FIGS., 2{a). 2(b}, and 2{g) are examples of an item informaticn table in
Embodiment 1;

FIG. 3 is an example of a user information table in Embodiment 1;

FIG 4 is an example of item data in Embodiment {;

FIG, 5 is an exsmple of scquirable item information in Embodiment 1;

POI3I6S0-PCTVUS (4/24)
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FIG. 6 iz s flowchart of operations by the battle game server in
Embodiment 1

FIGE. 7{a) and 7{b) are szamples of acquirable Hem information in
Embodiment 2;

FIG. B is an sxampls of acguirable item information in Embodiment 3;

FIG. 9 is an czample of a scratch vcard for selection in Bmbodiment 3;
and

FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b} are examples of 8 scroen for selecting an jtem to

acqguire,

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

(8324} The following describes embodiments of the present invention,
jan2s) Embodiment 1

FIG, 1 is a block diagram of a battle game server 1 in Embodiment § of
the present invention. The battle game server 1 according to BEmbodiment 1 of
the present invention includes a communication unit 10, & memory uynit 11, an
information presentation vait 12, and a8 control unit 13,
{8026] ‘The commugication unit 10 communicates with a communication
terminal 2 over either or both of a wirsless and wired connsetion.
6627} In sssociation with identification information uniguely allocated to
cach user that operates s communication terminal 2 {referred to below s user
identification information), the memory unit 11 stores information on items to
provide, a total count of Htems, Hem type, and an acguisition count, An “item”
refers 1o any of & variety of objeots used within s gsme, such as a baitle card
constituting a user’s deck, g characier, & weapon, armer, an ornament, g plant,
food, and the like. The item type is a numerical value repressnting the rarity
vaiue of the item, a numericsl value representing the category of the item, or
the like.
{63028} Specifically, the memory unit 11 stores this information by
dividing the information smong tables. A plurality of item information tables
iiia to 111¢, 2 user information table 112, and item data 113 are stored in the
memory unit 11, While three item: information fables are described here, this
gxample is not limiting, and the number of item information tables may be two

or fewer, or four or more.
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B829] The item information tables 1ile to Illc ars tables including
information on the total couni of items and the ltem typs. FIGS. 2(a) to 2{(c)
illustrate cxamples of the item informstion tables {lls to 11le. As illustrated
in FIGS. 2{a) to 2{c), for example the item information table 111z includes
item identification information “UNII®, an item name “item A”, asd an item
type “3”. The item identification information is an identifier for uniguely
identifying an item in the present system. The item ipformation tables 11la to
ili¢c are provided with teble identification information for wuniguely
identifying an item information table in the battle gams server §. Here, the
item information tables 11la 1o 1ile are respectively provided with “TIDI",
“TID2”, and “TID3” as the table identification information.

[00630} The user information table 112 is a table storing, for sach user, the
provided items and information for calculating an item acquisition count, The
user information table 112 associates the user identification information, table
identification information, and identification information of provided items.
[06031) FIG. 3 iliustrates an example of the user information table 112, As
illustrated in FIG 3, the user information table 112 includes user
identification information “UIDI™, table identification information “TIDI®,
identification information of provided items “UNI2™ and “1INI4”, and the
like.

[8832] The item data 113 stores data on an image for ap item provided to
the user in association with item identification information. FIG, 4 illustrates
an example of the item data 113, As illustrated in FIG 4, the itsm data for
gxsmple includes item identification information “UNIL”, an item image
“item A image”, and the like. The image data may be in any image format,
such as JPEG, GIF, PNG, or the like.

18033) When receiving a reguest fo present informastion from the
communication terminal 2, then based on information, stored in the memory
unit 11, that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to
the communication ferminal 2, the information preseniation unit 12 presents
the communication terminal 2, via the communicstion unit 10, with acquirable
item information that includes information, for ecach item type, on a total
count and an acquisition count of items.

(0034} Specifically, when a3 request to present information is received
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from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based
on the item informaeation tables 11la to 111c, the information presentation unit
12 tallies the toisl count of items for each item type. The information
preseptation unit 12 alse refers fo the user information teble 112 to calculate
the acquisition count of items for sach item type based on the identification
information of provided items snd the table identification information that
correspond to the wuser identification information pertasining to the
communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents
the communication terminal 2, vis the communication unit 10, with the result
of caleulation as the acquirsble item information.

{8035} FIG. 5 is an example of the acquirable item information that the
information presentation unit 12 presents. FIG. § illustrates an example of the
acguirable item information presented when a reguest to present information
is received from the communication ferminal 2 and the user identification
information pertzining fo the comupunication terminal 2 is *UIDI™, As
illgsirated in FIG. 8, information 501 on the totfal count and information 502
on the gequisition count of items for esch item fype are presented to the
communication terminal 2. The case of presenting the acquisition count has
beon described above, yet this example is not limiting. For example, a
non-gsoguisition count may be presented by subtracting the scquisition count
from the total count of itemas.

[B836] The contrel unit 13 performs z variety of conirel pertaining to the
battlie game server 1. For example, when receiving an item acquisition request
from the communication terminal 2, the control unit 13 determines one item io
provide to the communication terminal 2 based on informstion corresponding
to the user identification informasation periaining to the communication
ferminal 2.

{8837} Specifically, when receiving an item scquisition request from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control umit 13
refers to the user information table 112, and based on the table identification
information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table. Next,
the control unit 13 refers io the user information table 112 and retrieves the

identification information of provided items that corresponds to the wser
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identification informatics pertaining to the communication terminal 2.
Subsequently, the control unit 13 refers to one of the item information tables
1ila to 1lic, randomly selecis an item not included in the identification
information of provided items, and deiermines that the solected itern is the
item to provide to the communication terminal 2.

6638} The control unit 13 then provides the item io the communicstion
terminal 2 via the commmunication unit 18, Spscifically, the contrel unit 13
refers to the item data 113 and provides the communication terminal 2, via the
compuunication unit 10, with the item image corrssponding to the item
identification information pertaining fo the item to be provided. The control
unit 13 alsc adds the item identification information pertaining to the
provided item to the user information tabls 112 as identification information
of provided items.

[0539] For example, when an item acquisition reguest is received from the
communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining
io the communication terminal 2 is “UID17, then the control unit 13 refers to
the user information table 112, snd based on the table identification
information “TIDI” corresponding to UIDI, reirieves the item information
table 11ia. Nexi, the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112
and retrigves the identification information of provided iieme that corresponds
to “UIx1”, Subsequently, the control unit refers to the Hem information table
1ita, randomly selects item identification information not included in the
identification information of provided items (for example, “UNII™), and
determines that the selectad item is the item to provide o the communicstion
terminal 2. The control anit 13 then refers to the item data 113 and provides
the communication terminal 2, vis the communication unit 18, with the item
image “item A image” corresponding to the item identification information
“UNII” pertaining to the item to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds
the item identification information “UNI1™ pertaining to the provided item to
the uger informstion table 112 as identification information of provided items.
{0848] Furthermore, in the present invention, the batile game server 1 is
configured to allow for receipt of a reset reguest af any time from the
communication terminal 2. In general terms, the reset request is 3 reguést for

resefting the cwrent user information table 112, When receiving a reset
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reguest from the communication terminal 2 periaining fo predetermined user
identification information, the control unit 13 changes and stores, im the
memory unit 11, the table identifiestion information and identification
information of provided items that correspond to the user identificstion
information pertaining to the communication terminal 2.

(80413 Specifically, when receivimg a reset roquest from  the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 16, the contrel unit 13
changes the table identification information that corresponds to the user
identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 and that
was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other
table identification information.

(0842} For example, when a resst request is recsived from the
communication terminal 2, and the user identification informaticn pertaining
to the communication terminal 2 is “UYD1”, the control unit 13 changes the
table identification information that corresponds to “UIDI1” of the user
information table 112 randomly from “TID1” to “TIDZ” or “TID3™.

08433 Next, operations by the battle game server 1 in Embodiment 1 of
the present invention are described using the flowchart in FIG. 6. ¥t is assumed
that the tables illustrated in FIGS. 2(8), 2(b), and 2{c} through FIG. 4 have
been stored in advance in the memory unit 11 at the time of operaiion by the
battle gamse server 1.

j6044] First, when a reguest to present information is received from the
communication terminal 2 {(step S1), then based on information, stored in the
memory unit Il, that corresponds to the user identification imformasation
pertaining to the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit
12 presents the communication termimal 2, via the comumumication unit 10,
with acguirable item information that includes information, for each item type,
on the total count and the acquisition count of {tems {step 52).

[6B45} Specifically, when a request to present information is received
from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then bazed
on the item information tables 1112 to 11lc, the information presentation unit
12 tallies the total count of items for sack item type. The information
presentation unit 12 also refers o the user information table 112 to caloulate

the acquisition count of items for sach item type based on the identification
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information of provided items and the table identification information that
correspond  to  the wuser identification imformation pertaining to  the
communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents
the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the result
of caloulation ag the acguirable item information.

{4646} Subseqguently, when recsiving an item acquisition request from the
communication terminal 2 {step 53}, the control unit 13 determines one item
to provide to the communication termipal 2 based on information
corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2 (step 854},

0847} Specifically, when receiving an ifem acquisition reguest from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13
refers to the user information table 112, and based on the table identification
information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information t{able. Next,
the control unit 13 refers o the user information table 112 and retrieves the
identification information of provided items that corresponds to the user
identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2.
Subsequently. the comtrol unit 13 refers to one of the ilem information tables
11ia to 1llc, randomly selects an ilem not included in the identification
information of provided iiems, and determines that the sslected item is the
item to provide to the communication terminal 2,

{8848} Subsequsntly, the comntrol unit 13 provides the item to the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10 (step =5}
Spevifically, the conirol unit 13 refers to the item data 113 and provides the
communication terminal 2, via the communication urit 10, with the item
image corresponding to the item identification information pertsining to the
itera to Bbe provided. The centrol urit 13 also sdds the item identification
information pertaining o the provided item to the user information tabls 112
as identification information of provided items.

{88491 Subseguently, when receiving a8 resst regquest from  the
communication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined wuser identification
information (step 86), the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the Memory
unit 11, the table identificstion information and identification informstion of
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provided items that correspond {o the user identification information
pertaining to the communication terminal 2 {step S7).

jBa80] Specifically, when recsiving a resst reguest from the
communication terminal 2 via ths communication anit 10, the control unit 13
changes the table identification information thai corresponds to the user
identification information pertaining to the comumunication lerminal 2 and that
was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other
table identification information.

{6651} In this way, according to the battle game server | of Embodiment 1,
based on information in the memory unit 11, the information presentation unit
12 presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information
that includes information, for sach item type of items, on a total count and an
ascguisition count of itoms, thereby increasing the pradictability of acquisition
of an item with a predetermined item type (for exampls, an item with a high
rarity value or the like). Furthermore, the battle game ssrver 1 receives a reset
faquest at any time from the communicztion terminal 2 and changes
information pertaining to items that are provided, the totsl count of items, and
the item type and acquisition count for sach item, thereby increasing the
variations on methods for acquiring items, increasing the predictability of
acquisition of sn item for which the numerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined value, and beightening interest in the game.

[RLEER S After step 87, the information presentation unit 12 may present the
communication terminal 2 with post-reset acquirable item information based
on the item information tables 1ila to Illc and the table identification
information of the user information table 112 in the memory unit 11. By doing
s@, the user can more sasily grasp the number of items for each item type aftsr
the resetf, thereby further incressing the predictability of acquisition of an
item for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined
value and heightening intersst in the game,

8853] The remaining sumber of all items may be included in the
acqguirable item information that the information presentation unit 12 presents.
Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 may caloulate the remaining
number of items by subtracting the item acqguisition count from the total

number of items stored in the item information tables 11la to 11ic and include
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the result of ealculation in the ssquirable item information.
[0354] In step S35, the control unit 13 may adopt a different method for
presenting the acquirable ftem information to the communication terminal 2
for an item (first item) for which the numerical value of the Htem type is at
lgast 2 predetermined value and an item {second item) for which the numerical
value of the item type is less than the predetermined value. For sxample, the
information presentation unit 12 may display an image for the first item vet
display only the item name or the liks, withou! displaying an image, for the
second item. In othsr words, the acqguirable item informatiom that the
information presentation unit 12 presents for the first item may imclude
identification information (item name or the Iike) or an image for the item.
{80588] The information presentatien unpit 12 may preseat information
related to another user who bas acquired the first item.
8858} Embodiment 2

The following describes Embodiment 2 of the present invention., Since
the strocture of the baitle game server 1 aceording to Embodiment 2 is the
same as the structure of the hatltle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1,
the same reference numersls are used in the following descoription. In general
tgrms, Embodiment 2 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirabls item
information presented by the information presentation unit 12 includes a count
of necessary attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical
value of the item type is at Isast a proedetermined value., The count of
necsssary atiempts for acguisition is retrieved based on information
corresponding 1o the user identification information pertaining o the
communication ferminal 2.
{8857] Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user
information table 112, and based on the table identification information that
corresponds  to  the user identification information pertaining to  the
commaunication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to
the user identification informsation. Next, the information presentation unit 12
refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the identification
information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminal 2.
Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 randomly exiracts, from

the item information tsbie, 1% pieces of item identification information not
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included in the identification information of provided items. The informstion
presentation unit 12 stores the 19 exiracted pieces of item identification
information and storss provision sequence nwuobers (1 to 19) in the memory
anit 11, When reseiving an item scguisition reguest, the conirol unit 13
determines the item to provide bassd on the provision seguence numbers
stored in the memory unit. In other words, the numbers I {o 19 each represent
the count of acquisition attemapts that are necesssry in order to ascquire the
item corresponding to the item identification information {referred to below as
the count of necessary asttempts for acguisition}.

[Ba58] Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the
item and item type pertaining to each ﬁim{: of item identification information
from one of the item information tables 111la to 11ic. Next, for the retrieved
items, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the count of necessary
attempis for acquisition for sach item for which the numerical value of the
item type is at least a predetiermined value. The information presentation unit
12 then presents the communication terminal 2 with acguirable item
information that includes the retrieved count of necessary atiempis for
acquisition for each item for which the mumerical value of the item typs is at
Isast a pradetermined value.

[BG39] FIG. 7{a} illusirstes an example of acguirsble {tem information
presented by the information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 2. FIG. 7(sa)
illusirates an example of displaying the provision sequsnce of items provided
to the communication terminal 2 as a gauge when a reguest to present
information is received from the comumunicstion terminal 2. The gauge is
composed of s plurality of boxes. Hems are sssociated with the boxes 201 to
219 so that the respective counts of necessary acquisition attempts are I to 19.
Each box is displayved with 3 pattern that differs in accordance with the item
type of the corresponding item,

[Re60] As illustrated in the sxample in FIG 7(a), when the numerical
value of the item tvpe is at least a2 predetermined valus, the pattern shown in
box 204 and the like is displayed. Here, the case of the predetermined value
being four ig illustrated. Conversely, when the numerical value of the item
type is less than the predetermined value, the patiern shown in box 201 and
the like is displayed. In other words, FI(G. 7(a} displays the count of necessary
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attempis for acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the
item type is at least a predetermined value. FIG 8(a) also displays each count
of necessary attempts for ascguisition when the numerical valne of the item
type is Igss than a predetermined value.

{0861} When an item acquisition reguest is received from the
communication terminal 2, an item is provided, and the count of acquisition
attempts increases by oneg, thes the count of necessary attempts for acgunisition
decreases by one for all items. In this cass, as illustrated in FIG 8(b), ths
itema corresponding to boxes 201 fo 219 each shift (move) one box to the left.
Accordingly, with this gauge, the user can intuilively grasp the predictability
of acquisition of itemms for which the numerical valus of the item type is at
ieast 8 predetormined value,

fOB82] In this way, according to the battle game server I of Embodiment 2,
the information presentation unit 12 presenis the communication terminal 2
with the count of nacessary‘ atiem;ﬁts for acquisition for each item for which
the numeriocal value of the item type is at lcast a predetermined valus, thereby
increasing the varistions on methods for acquiring items, inecressing the
predictability of acquisition of an item for which the item type is at least a
predeterminesd values, and heightening interest in the game. Furthermore,
displaying the count of necessary attempts for acquisition when the numerical
vaiue of the item type is at lesst a predstermined value further increases the
user’s sense of antivipation, enticing the user to continus to play the game
longer.

[6363] The patierns for displaying the boxes 281 to 219 are not limited to
thase examples, The boxss 201 to 219 may be painted a predeterminsd color
in accordance with the item type, or a predetermined icen, character, or the
like may be displaved in the boxes 201 to 219,

{8864} A certain percentages of the boxes for which the numerical value of
the item type is less than a predetermined value may be displayed with the
same pattern as boxes corresponding to items for which the numerical value of
the item type is at least & predetermined value. In this way, items for which
the numerical value of the item type is less than a prodstermined value are
mixed in among the boxes displayed with the patiern corresponding to items

for which the numerical value of the item type iz at least a predetermined
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value, thereby making the game more interesting and enticing the user to
continue to play the game longer,

dass] When the cézmt of necessary attermpts for acquisition is a8t most a
predetermined value, detailed information on the item {0 be provided (referred
to below as item detail information) may be presenied. The item detail
information is preferably the item namse and Hem typs. The predetermined
value is, for exampls, two. FIG § is an sxample of presenting item detail
information. The counts of necesssry acguisition attempts for boxes 201 and
202 are respectively one and two. Accordingly, the item name is displayed as
the itern detail information in boxes 201 and 202, With this configuration, the
user can grasp the item detail information for items that can be acguired in a
range in which the count of necessary attempis for acquisition is at most a
predetermined value. Therefore, the user is provided with incentive to
increase the occasions of an item scguisition reguest and is enticed o
continue to play the game longer.

[B468] In the example in FIGE. 7(a) and 7(b}, the boxes are displayed with
two types of patterns, using the numerical value of the item type as a standard,
yet this example is not limiting. A plurality of standard predetermined values
may be cstablished 1o display the boxes with thres or more types of patterns.
The patterns that are displayed may also be increased as the count of
necessary attempts for seguisition is smaller. With this approach, as the count
of necsssary attempis for acguisition iz smaller, the item type of the item to be
acquired can be grasped in greater detail, Therefore, the user is provided with
incentive to increase the cccasions of an item acquisition request and is
enticed to continue to play the game longer,

jons7Ty Wote that while the gauges in FIGS. 7{(a}, 7(b}, and 8 are composed
of 1% boxes, the number of boxes is not limited to 19. The number may be I8
or ess, or 20 or more. Furthermore, the spproach gauge illustrated in FIG &
has an I shape, yet this example is not limiting. Many variations are possible,
such as a winding 8 shape, or & Y shape with a forking tip. In the forking
variation, predetermined dummy boxes assigned randomly by the battls game
server | may be displaved in one of the two forks.

[B068] In FIGS. 7{a), 7(b), and E, examples are illusirated in which

information, for each item type, on the total count and the acquisition count of
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items is also displayed, vet these examples are not lmiting. Display may be
limited to the gauge, without displaying the information, for each item tvpe,
on the total count and the acguisition count of items. In othar words, in FIGS,
7{a}, 7(b), and B, oxamples are illustrated in which the acquirable item
information inclundes information, for sach item type, on the total coumt and
the acqguigition count of items and includes the count of necessary attempts for
acguisition for sach item for which the numerical value of the item type is at
ieast = predetermined wvalus, yet these sxamples are not limiting., The
acquirable item information may be configured to include only the count of
necessary atiempie for acquisition for each item for which the numerical value
of the item type is at least a pradetermined valus,
{0869} Embodiment 3

The following describes Embodiment 3 of the present invention. Since
the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 3 iz the
same as the structure of the battle game server 1 sccording to Embodiment i,
the same referonce numerals are used in the following description. In general
terms, Embodiment 3 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirable item
information presenied by the information presentation unit 12 includes the
total count of items, for sach item type, among items for which the counmt of
necsasary attempts for acquisition is al most a predetermined value,
{0078} The aequirable item information prescnted by the information
presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3 includes the total count of items for
which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined vslue
among items for which the count of necessary attemipts for scguisition is at
most a predetermined wvalue, a8 retrieved based on the information
corresponding to the wuser identification information pertaining fo the
communication terminal 2.
{80713 Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user
information table 112, and based on the fabls identification information that
corresponds {0 the wuser identification informstion pertaining to the
comnisnication terminsl 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to
the user identification information. Next, the information presentstion unit 12
refers to the user information table 112 and reirieves the identification

information of provided items pertaining to the comimunication terminal 2,
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Subsequently, the inforrpation presentation unit 12 randomly extracts, from the item information
table, 25 pieces of ftem identification information not included in the identification information
of provided items. The information presentation unit 12 stores the 25 extracted picces of item
identification information and stores provision sequence numbers (1 to 25} in the memory unit
11. When receiving an ilem acquisition request, the control unit 13 determines the item to
provide based on the provision sequence numbers stored in the memory unit. In other words, the
numbers 1 to 25 each represent the count of necessary attempts for acquisition corresponding to
the item identification information.

{60721 Subseguently, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the item and item
type periaining to sach pisce of item identification information from one of the item information
tables 111a to 111c. The information preseniation unit 12 then tallies the total count of ttems for
which the munerical value of the refrieved item type is at least a predetermined number and
presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information that includes the tallied
total count of items for each item {ype.

[O073} FIG. 9 illustrates an example of acquirable item information presented by the
information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3. In FIG. 309, items for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less are displayed with g sheet (scratch card)
composed of 25 callz 301 to 325, Bach cell corresponds to an item for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. The items for which the count of necessary
attempts for acquisition is 25 or less are randomly associated with the cells 301 1o 325.

[0074] As illustrated in the example o FIG. 9, when the numerical value of the item type
is at least a predetennined value, the pattern shown in cell 301 and the like is displayed. Here,
the predetermined value is four. Conversely, when the item type is less than the predetermined
value, the pattern shown in cell 302 and the like is displayed. In other words, FIG. &9 displays
the total count of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined
value among items for which the count of necessary attemipts for acquisition is 25 or less.

{6875} In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 3, the

information presentation unit 12 presents the communication terminal 2
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with the total count of items for which the numerical valoe of the item type is at least a
predetermined value among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at
most a predetermined valoe, thereby increasing the variations on methods for acquiring items,
further increasing the predictability of acquusition of an item for which the numerical value of the
item type is at least a predeiermined value, and heightening interest in the game.

{0076} The patterns for displaying the cells 301 to 325 are not limited to these examples.
The cells 301 o 325 may be painted a predetermined color in accordance with the item type, or s
predetermined icon, character, or the like may be displayed in the cells 301 to 325,

677} Furthermore, based on a selection request from the communication terminal 2, the
control unit 13 may select one item, from among ftems for which the count of necessary attempts
for acquisition is at most a predetermined value, as the item to provide. In this case, the
information presentation unit 12 may present the communication terminal 2 with a scratch card
for selection in which all cells are displayed with the same patiern to prompt the communication
terminal 2 to select one of the cells,

{6078] FIG. 10(a) illustrates an example of a screen for selecting an item to acquire. The
sereen displays the scratch card for selection. Each cell in the scratch card in FIG. 10(a)
corresponds to an item for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. As
illustrated in FIG. 10(a), the cells of the scratch card are displayed with the same pattern, and the
user cannot tell what items corresponds to which cells,

{0879} The user can select any location on the scratch card using an operation unit {not
illustrated} such as a key or a touch pansl of the communication terminal 2, and the
communication terminal 2 transmiis a selection request to the battle game server | based on the
user operation. The control unit 13 of the battle game server 1 theu detormines that the item
corresponding to the cell pertaining {o the selection request is the item to provide to the
conmmunication terminal 2.

[6838] FIG. 10(b) illustrates an example of cells 308, 316, and 320 being sclected. The
selected cells are displayed with the same pattern as the cells in the scratch card shown in FIG.

189, MNote that the item detail information
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corresponding to the selected cells may be displaved in the selected celis.
{0881} In this way, the variations on metheds for scquiring items can be
further increased, the pradictability of acquisition of an itemn with a high item
type can be further increased, and intersst in the game can be heighiened,
{6082] The seratch cards in FIGS. 8, 10(a}, and 10{b} ars composed of 25
cells in a sheet with § rows and § columns, yet this example is not Hmiting,
The scrateh card may be composed of M x N cells in a sheet with M rows and
N golumuns (M and N being integers greater than or squal to 2), Furthermore,
the scrateh cards in FIGS, 18(a) and 10(b) are not limited to & square shape.
For example, the scratch cards may be a polygon, or instead of being
two-dimensional, the scratch cards may be in 2 three-dimensional rectangular
shape of & dis.

[0e83} In FIGE. 9, 10(a), and 10({b), examples are illusirsted in which
information, for sach item type, on the iotal count and the scquisition count of
items is also displayed, yst these examples ave not limiting. Display may be
limited to the scratch card, without displaying the information, for each item
type, on the total count and the ascguisition count of items. In other words, in
FIGS. 10{a), 10{b}, and 11, examples are illusirated in which the acquirable
item infornmation includes information, for ecach item type, on the total count
and the acquisiticn count of items and includes the total count of items, for
each item type, among items for which the count of necessary attempts for
acquisition is st most a predstermined valus, yet these examples are not
Himiting., The acquirable item information may be configured {o incinde only
the total count of lems, for each item typs, among itoms for which the count
of necessary attempis for acquisition is at most a predetermined valus,

{6084] A computer is preferably used to funciion as the batile game server
i, A program containing a description of the processing for achieving the
functions of the battle game server 1 is stored in the memory unit of the
computer, and the functions are achieved by the central processing unit {CPLN
of the computer reading and gxecutiﬂg the program.

{8885} Although the present invention has been described based on
drawings asnd examples, if is to be noted that various changes and
modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the art based on the present

disclosurs. Therefore, such changes and modifications are to be understood as
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included within the scope of the present invention, For sxample, the functions
and the like included in the various units and eteps may be recrdered in any
logically consistent way, Furthermore, units or steps may be combined into
one or divided. For example, in Embodiments 1 to 3, a separats one of the
item information tables 1lia to 11lc is associated with sach user
identification numbesr, yet for sxample a plurality of users may share one of

the item inforpaation tables {llato 11lc.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST
j0086] I: Battle game server
2: Communication terminal
0 Communication unit
11: Memory unit
12: Informstion preseniation unit
13: Control unit
1ila to 11lc: Item information table
112: User information table
$113: Item data
281 to 218: Box
301 to 325 Cell
301 Information on the total count of items

5¢2: Information on the acquisition count
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( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01
U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(gm*lner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na“.’e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code! of cited Document )
Figures Appear
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If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
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1 0110294558 A1 P011-12-01 Kim
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( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number 16053149
Filing Date 2018-08-02
First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit |3714

Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

6 0120004038 A1l P012-01-05 \Van Luchene
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8 0120202575 Al P012-08-09 Matsuno

9 0090247260 A1l P009-10-01 [Goto et al.
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
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Examiner| Cite | Foreign Document | Country Kind | Publication Avolicant of cited where Relevant Ts
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1 P002-236773 P A 2002-08-23 Dainippon Printing Co Ltd hod
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Konami Comp
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Filing Date 2018-08-02
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Art Unit | 3714

Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

6 P005-318995 UP A 2005-11-17 Nintendo Co Ltd X|
7 |bot3-027477 P A |20130207 [|[fonami Digital <
FEntertainment Co Ltd
8 P003-016333 P A 2003-01-17 Bharp Kk X
9 P008-220984 P A 2008-09-25 Nintendo Co Ltd g
10 011067534 P A 2011-04-07 Juno Gaming Co Lid ]
11 [po07117656 P A |20070517 |[éonami Digital ]
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Filing Date 2018-08-02
First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
Art Unit |3714

Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned
Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

1 BSeptember 10, 2013 International Search Report issued in Application No. PCT/JP2013/003899.
2 March 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. hod
3 March 11, 2014 Japanese Office Aclion issued in Application No. 2014-007086. X|
4 June 10, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. g
5 Beptember 16, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2014-142613. @
6 November 19, 2013 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. g
7 Social Game Review 7: Social Gacha's payment encouragement scheme has overwhelmed network games [online], D
[GameCast iPhone, February 11, 2012, (with partial translation}).
'POWER PRO KUN POCKET 14 OFFICIAL COMPLETE GUIDE", Enterbrain, 1st Edition, page 157, February 22,
’ th partial ranslati O
P012, (with partial translation).
9 'DENGEKII YOEN KUNOICHI", Appli Fan, Cosmic Publishing, Vol. 2, pages 116-117, April 15, 2012. []
10 'WONDER LIFE SPECIAL, NINTENDO OFFICIAL GUIDEBOOK, POKEMON XD, GALE OF DARKNESS, DARK D
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Un
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( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

12 PDecember 22, 2015 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2015-131303. @
13 Dctober 4, 2016 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. @
14 December 1, 2016 Office Action issued in U_S. Patent Application No. 14/409 219 |:|
15 February 21, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. g
16 Eintendo_DR’_EAM August issue separate volume, Tomodachi Collection, Shima No Seikatsu Mankitsu Guide, Mainichi D
[Communications Inc_, Vol. 14, No. 8, pg. 19, 2009.
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18 Baka Tsuku DS Touch and Direct Perfect Guide, ENTERBRAIN, INC., First Version, pp. 74-76, January 8, 2009. |:|
19 [wugust 25, 2017 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. |:|
20 February 9, 2018 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. D
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22 May 25, 2018 Notice of Allowance issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. []
EFS Web 2.1.18

Supercell

Exhibit 1004

Page 148




Application Number 16053149

Filing Date 2018-08-02
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ‘ Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Un
- it | 3714
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature |I Date Considered “

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confermance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO

Standard ST.3). 2 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ° Applicant is to place a check mark here if
English language translation is attached.
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Application Number 16053149

Filing Date 2018-08-02

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

First Named Inventor ‘Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

- Art Unit | 3714
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name ‘ Not Yet Assigned

Attorney Docket Number | 163485.01

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE
A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature {B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-09-11
Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number |72,699

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you bhe given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.5.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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PATENT APPLICATION

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re the Application of
Attn: Mail Stop Missing Parts
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al.
Application No.: 16/053,149
Filed: August?2, 2018 Docket No.: 163485.01

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

RESPONSE TO NOTICE TO FILE CORRECTED
APPLICATION PAPERS WITH SUBSTITUTE SPECIFICATION

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

In response to the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers - Filing Date
Granted (copy attached) mailed on August 22, 2018, a Supplemental Preliminary
Amendment with a substitute specification is attached. The substitute specification includes
all of the changes made in the Preliminary Amendment filed on August 2, 2018.

Entry of this document should complete all of the filing formalities and fully
satisfy all requirements of the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers. Examination and

allowance of this application in due course are respectfully solicited.
Respectfully submitted,

/ B. Graham Nelson /

James A. Oliff
Registration No. 27,075

B. Graham Nelson
Registration No. 72,699
JAO:BGN/dkt

Date: September 11, 2018

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
OLIFF PLC AUTHORIZATION
P.O. Box 320850 Please grant any extension
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 necessary for entry of this filing;
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 Charge any fee due to our
Deposit Account No. 15-0461
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RECEIVED 8/23/2018
Oliff PLC

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1430

WWW.USpto.gov

| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
16/053,149 08/02/2018 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.01
CONFIRMATION NO. 6107
25944 FORMALITIES LETTER
OLIFF PLC

0. BOX 320850 A

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 7238
Date Mailed: 08/22/2018

NOTICE TO FILE CORRECTED APPLICATION PAPERS
Filing Date Granted

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The application is informal since
it does not comply with the regulations for the reason(s) indicated below. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS
from the date of this Notice within which to correct the informalities indicated below. Extensions of time may be
obtained by filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a).

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment:

* A substitute specification excluding claims in compliance with 37 CFR 1.52, 1.121(b)(3), and 1.125 is
required. The substitute specification must be submitted with markings and be accompanied by a clean
version (without markings) as set forth in 37 CFR 1.125(c) and a statement that the substitute specification
contains no new matter (see 37 CFR 1.125(b)). Since a preliminary amendment was present on the filing
date of the application and such amendment is part of the original disclosure of the application, the substitute
specification must include all of the desired changes made in the preliminary amendment. See 37 CFR 1.115
and 1.215.

Applicant is cautioned that correction of the above items may cause the specification and drawings page count to

exceed 100 pages. If the specification and drawings exceed 100 pages, applicant will need to submit the required
application size fee.
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Replies must be received in the USPTO within the set time period or must include a proper Certificate of Mailing
or Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 with a mailing or transmission date within the set time period. For more
information and a suggested format, see Form PTO/SB/92 and MPEP 512.

Replies should be mailed to:

Mail Stop Missing Parts
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria VA 22313-1450

Registered users of EFS-Web may alternatively submit their reply to this notice via EFS-Web, including a copy
of this Notice and selecting the document description "Applicant response to Pre-Exam Formalities Notice".
https://sportal.uspto.gov/authenticate/AuthenticateUserl ocalEPF.html

For more information about EFS-Web please call the USPTO Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197 or
visit our website at http://www.uspto.gov/ebc.

If you are not using EFS-Web to submit your reply, you must include a copy of this notice.

Questions about the contents of this notice and the
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office
of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101.

/agoitom/
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PATENT APPLICATION

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
In re the Application of
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al.
Application No.:  16/053,149
Filed: August 2, 2018 Docket No.: 163485.01

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

SUPPLEMENTAL PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
In reply to the August 22, 2018 Notice to File Corrected Application Papers, please
consider the following:

Amendments to the Specification; and

Remarks.
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Amendments to the Specification:

Attached are a marked-up copy of the originally filed specification and a clean
substitute specification in accordance with 37 CFR §§1.121(b)(3) and 1.125(c). The

substitute specification contains no new matter.
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REMARKS

Claims 1-9 are pending in this application. By this Amendment, a substitute

specification is submitted to include the changes made in the Preliminary Amendment filed

with this application on August 2, 2018.

JAO:BGN/dkt
Date: September 11, 2018

OLIFF PLC

P.O. Box 320850

Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850
Telephone: (703) 836-6400

Respectfully submitted,
/ B. Graham Nelson /

James A. Oliff
Registration No. 27,075

B. Graham Nelson
Registration No. 72,699

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE
AUTHORIZATION
Please grant any extension

Charge any fee due to our

necessary for entry of this filing;

Deposit Account No. 15-0461
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DESCRIPTION
GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION
[0001] Thiz application is a continuation of U.S. Application No. 14/409.219 filed
Diecember 18, 2014, which is based on and claims priority to and the benefit of Japanese Patent

Application No. 2012-140213 filed Jun. 21, 2012, the entire contents of which are incorporated

herein by reference,

TECHNICAL FIELD
{0002} The present invention relates 10 a game control method, a game server, and a
program.

BACKGROUND ART
{00031 Conventionally, in a battle game server, sach user's deck is formed by a plurality

of battle cards or the like stored for each user, and the baitle game server allows a phurality of
users o compete with sach other based on the total value of the attack sirength and defense
strength of the deck {for example, see Patent Literature 1). In such a batile game server, the user
acquires a battle card by methods such as purchasing the battle card or obtaining the battle card
by winning a battle against an opponent.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

{6664} Patent Literature 1: JP 2008-220984 A

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

{Technical Problem}

[O0S5] In 2 conventional battle game server, however, the methods for acquiring batile
cards and the hke are limited, causing the user 1o lose interest in the game. In particular, since it
is difficult to scquire a batile card or the like with a high rarity value, the user ends up with the

impression that such an item cannot be acquired st all and suffers a drastic Joss of interest in the

game.

{06061 Accordingly, the present inveniion has been conceived in light of
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the above problems and provides a game control method, » game server, and a
program that can increase the variations on methods for acquiring battle cards
and the like, incorease the prediciability of acguisition of a card or the like
with 8 high rarity value or the like, and heighten interest in the game.
{Sclution to Problem)

foga7] A game control method sccording to the present invention for
solving the sbove problems includes the steps ol (a) presenting =
communication ferminal, connssied over a communication Hae, with
acguirable item information that, for esch item type, includes s toial count and
an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when receiving, from
the communication fermingl, a request to present information related to items
acquirable by the communication terminsal; (b} determining an item o provide
tc the communication terminal when receiving an ifem acqguisition request
from the communication torminal; and (¢} changing the acquirable item
information when recsiving 8 reset request from the communicstion tevminal.
[B888] In the game control method sccording to the present invention, in
step (a), a method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to
the communication terminal may differ between a first item and a second item,
a spumerical value of the item type being at least g predstermined value for the
first item, and the sumerical value of the item itype beiug less than the
prodetermined valus for the second item.

{600%] In the game control method according to the present invention, the
acguirable item information for the first item may include identification
information or an image for an item,

0818 In the game conirol method sccording to the present invention,
information on another user who has scquired the first item maey be presented.
[8011) In the game control method according to the present imvention, in
step (b), based on a selection reguest from the communicaticn terminsl, one
item selected from among iters for which the count of necessary attempts for
scguisition is at most the predstermined value may be determined to be the
item to provide,

(6812 A game server according io the presenmt invention includes:
information presenistion means for presenting a communication terminal,

connected over a communication line, with acquirable item information that,

POI3IGE0-PCT-US (2/24)
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for each item fyps, includes a total count and an scquisition count or a
non-goquisition count of items when 2 request to present information related
to items acquirable by the communicstion terminmal is received from the
communication ferminal; and control means for determining an item to
provide to the commupication terminal when an iHtem acquisition reguest is
received from the commupication terminal, such that the conirol means
changes the acquirsble item information when receiving a reset request from
the communication terminal.

j8813] In the game server according to the present invention, the
information presentation means may adopt & different method for presenting
the scquirable item information presented to the communication terminal for a
first item than for a second item, a numerical value of the item type being at
least a predetermined value for the first item, and the numerical valus of the
item type being less than the predetermined value for the sccond item

[8614] In the game server according to the present imvention, the
acquirable item information for the first itemn may include identification
information or an image for an item,

G018} In the game server according to the present invention, the
information presentation means may present informstion on another user who
has soquired the first item.

[6616] In the game server according ito the present invention, based on a
selection request from the communicstion terminal, the control msans may
determine ome item seleoted from among items for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is at most the predetermined value to be the
item o provide.

ae17y A program according to the present invention is for causing a
computer that functions as a baitle game server to perform the steps of: {8}
presenting s copumunication terminal, connscted over a communication line,
with acquirable item information that, for sach itsm type, includes a total
count and an ascquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when
receiving, from the communicaiion terminal, a request to preseat information
related {o items acguirable by the communication terminal; (b) determining an
item to provide to the communication terminal when receiving sm item

acquisition request from the communication terminal; and {¢) changing the
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acquirable ilem iunformation when receiving & reset roquest from the
communication terminal,

{6618} In the program according to the present invention, in step (a), s
method for presenting the acguirable item information presented 1o the
communication terminal may differ between a first item and a second item, a
numerical value of the item type being st least 8 predetermined value for the
first ttem, and the nomerical vsloe of the item type being less than the
predetermined value for the second item.

{6013} In the program according to the present invention, the acquirable
item information for the first item may include identification information or

an image for an item.

{6020} In the program according to the present invesntion, im step {(a),
information on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented,
[o21] In the program according to the present invention, in step (B},

based on a selsction reguest from the communication terminal, one item
selected from among items for which the count of necessary attempts for
acguisition is at most the predetermined vslue may be determined to be the
item fo provide.

{Advantageous Effect of Invention}

{0622 According to the game control method, game server, snd program
of the present fnvention, it iz possible fo incresse the variations om methods
for acquiring battle cards and the like, inorease the predictability of
acquisition of a card or the like with a high numerical value for the item type,

and heighten inierest in the game,

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

j6E23}) The present iavention will be further described below with
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. } is a block diagram of g baitls game server in Embodiment 1;

FIGS. 2{a), 2{b), and 2{c} ars examples of an item informsation table in
Embodiment i;

FI(3 3 is an example of a vser information table in Embodiment 1;

FIG. 4 1s an example of item dats in Embodiment 1;

FIG. 5 is an example of acguirable item information iz Embodiment 1:
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FIG. 6 is a flowchart of operations by the baitle game server in
Embeodiment 1

FIGS. 7{s} and 7(b) are cxamples of acguirable item information in
Embodiment 2, ‘

FI{G, & is an example of acguirable ifew information in Embodiment 3:

FIG. 9 is an example of a zoraich card for selection in Embodirmment 3:

and
FIGS. 10(a) and 10{b} are examples of a screen for selscting an item o

acquire,

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[8G24] The following describes embodiments of the present invention,
8825} Embodiment 1

FIG. 1 is s block disgram of a battle game server 1 in Embodiment 1 of
the present invention. The baitls game server § according to Embodiment 1 of
the present invention includes a communication vnit 10, a memory unit 11, an
information presentation unit 12, and a control unit 13,
(8026} The communication unit 10 communicates with a communication
terminal 2 over either or both of 2 wireless and wired connection.
86827] In associstion with identification information uniguely sllocated to
each user that operates 2 communication terminsl 2 (veferred to below as user
identification information}, the memory unit 11 stores information on items to
provide, a total count of items, ifem type, and an acguisition count. An “item”
refers to any of a variety of objects used within & gams, such ss a battle card
constituting a user’s deck, s character, 8 weapon, armor, 81 ornsment, a plant,
food, and the like. The item type is a numerical value representing the rarity
value of the item, a numerical value representing the category of the item, or
the Hke.
[6628) Specifically, the memory unit 11 stores this information by
dividing the information among tables. A plurality of item information tables
11iato 111c, a3 user information table 112, and item data 113 sre stored in the
memory unit 11, While three item information tables are described here, this
example is not limiting, and the number of item information tubles may be two
or fewer, or four or more.
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[6823] The item information tables illa to 11lc sre tables imcluding
information on the total count of items and the ilem type. FIGE. 2(3) to 2(c)
illustrate examples of the item information tables 111a to 11le. As {llustrated
in FIGS. 2{a} to 2{c), for sxample the item information table 11ls includes
item identification informstion “UNI1”, an item nams “item A", and an item
fype “3V. The item identification information is an identifier for umiguely
identifying an item in the present system. The item information tables 11ig to
1ilec are provided with table identification information for uniquely
identifying an item information table in the battle game server [. Here, the
item information tables 111a to 11lc are respectively provided with “TID1”,
“TID2®, and “TID3” as the table identification information,

[8836] The user information iable 112 is a table storing, for each user, the
provided items and information for caleulating sn item acquisition count. The
user information table 112 associates the user identification information, table
identification information, and identification information of provided items,
[B831] FIG. 3 illustirates an example of the user information itable 112, As
illustrated in FIG 3, the user information table 112 includes user
identification information “UIDI™, table identification information “TIDI™,
identification information of provided jtems “UNI2Y and “UNI4”, and ths
like.

{68632} The iters data 113 stores dats on an image for an item provided to
the user in association with item identification information. FIG. 4 illusirates
an example of the item data 113. As illusirated in FIG. 4, the itemn dais for
sxample includes item identification imformation “UNIL”, an item image
“item A tmage”, and the like. The image data may be in any image format,
such as JPEG, GIF, PNG, or the like,

{8833} When receiving 2 reguest to present information from the
communication ferminal 2, then based on information, stored in the memory
unit 11, that corresponds to the uwser identification information pertaining to
the commumnication terminal 2, the information presentation umit 12 presents
the communication terminal 2, vis the communication unit 10, with acquirable
item information that includes information, for each item iype, on g toial
count and an scquisition count of items.

(0834} Specifically, when 2 request to preseni information is received
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from the communicstion terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based
on the item information tables 111g to 111c, the information presentation unit
12 tallics the total count of items for each item type. The information
presentation unit 12 also refers to the user information table 112 to calculate
the acquisition count of items for each item type based on the identification
information of provided items and the table identification information that
sorrespond  to  the user identification information pertaining to the
commugication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents
the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the result
of caleulation as the acquirable item information,

{8835} FIG. 5 is an example of the acquirable item information that the
information presentation unit 12 presents. FIG. § illustrates an example of the
acquimbicz item information presented when s reguest {0 prosent information
is received from the communication terminal 2 and the user identification
information pertaining to the commumigation terminal 2 is “UIDI”. As
illueirated in FIG. &, information 501 on the total count and information 5032
on the gequisition count of items for sach item type are presemted to the
communication terminal 2. The case of presenting the acquisition count has
been desecribed above, yet this example is not limiting. For example, =
nomn-goguisition count may be presentsd by subtracting the acquisition count
from the total count of items.

{6836] The control unit 13 performs a variety of control pertaining to the
battle game server 1. For example, when recelving an item acqguisition regusst
from the communication terminal 2, the control unit 13 determines one item o
provide to the communication fermins! 2 based on information corresponding
te the user identification information periaining to the communication
terminal 2.

(8637} Specifically, when receiving an item acquisition reguesi from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13
refers 1o the user information table 112, and based on the table identification
informstion that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table. Next,
the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the

identification information of provided items thal corresponds to the user

POIIIGSO-PCTVUS (7/24)

Supercell
Exhibit 1004
Page 168



o

ig

P
W

20

3%

ideniification information peortaining to the communication terminal 2.
Subsequently, the conirel unit 13 refers to one of the item informeation tables
1iia to 1ilc, randomly sclects an item not inciuded in the identification
information of provided items, and determines that the sslected item is ths
item to provide to the communication teymingl 2,

[3938] The control urit 13 then provides the ilem to the communication
terminal 2 via the conumunication unit 18, Specifically, the control wunit 13
refers to the item data 113 and provides the communication terminsl 2, via the
communication unit 10, with the item image corresponding to the item
identification information pertaining fo the item to be provided. The control
pait 13 alzso adds the item identification information pertaining 1o the
provided item to the user information table 112 as identification information
of providsd items.

{8839} For example, when an itom acguisition reguest is received from the
communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminsal 2 is “UID1", then the control unit 13 refers to
the wuser information table 112, and based on the table identification
information “TID1” corrgspeonding to UlDi, reirieves the item information
table {ila, MNext, the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112
and refrieves the identification information of provided items that corresponds
to “UID1”. Subseguently, the control unit refers to the item information table
itla, randomly selects item identification informsation not included in the
identification information of provided items {for exampls, “UNII™), and
determings that the selected item is the item to provide to the communication
termingl 2. The control unit 13 then refers to the itern data 113 and provides
the communication terminal 3, vis the communication unit 10, with the item
image “itern A images” corrssponding to the item identification information
“UPIL” pertaining to the itom to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds
the item identification information *UNIL” pertaining to the provided item to
the user information table 112 as identification information of provided items.
[6848] Furibermore, in the present invention, the batile game server 1 is
configured to allow for receipt of 2 resst request at any time from the
communication terminal 2. In goneral terms, the reset request is a reguest for

resetting the current uyser information table 112, When receiving 3 reset
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request from the communication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined user
identification information, the conirel unit 13 changes and stores, in the
memory unit 11, the table identification information and identification
information of provided items that correspond to the user identification
information pertaining to the communication terminal 2.

[8841) Specifieally. when rooeiving & reset reguest from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13
changes the table idesntification information that corresponds to the user
identification information pertaining te the communication terminal 2 and that
wag stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other
table identification information.

(8042} For exampls, when a reset reqguest is recsived from the
communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2 ig “UID1”, the control unit 13 changes the
table identification information that corresponds to “UIDI1” of the user
information table 112 randomly from “TID1” to “TID2” or “TID3™,

{60643] Next, operations by the battle game server 1 in Embodiment 1 of
the present invention are deseribed using the flowchart in FIG. 6. It is assumed
that the tables illustrated in FIGS, 2{s), 2(b), and 2{c) through FIG. 4 have
beee stored in advance in the memory unit 11 at the thme of operation by the
battle game scrver 1.

844} First, when a request to present information is received from the
communication terminal 2 {step 81}, then based on information, storaed in the
memeory unit i, that corresponds to the user identification informastion
pertaining to the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit
12 presents the communicetion terminal 2, via the communication unit 10,
with scquirable item information that includes information, for sach item type,
on the total count and the acquisition connt of Hems {step 82},

{80458} Specifically, when s request to presemt information is received
from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based
on the item information tables 13la to 111c, the information presentation unit
12 iallies the total count of items for each item iype. The information
presentation unit 12 also refers to the user information table 112 to calculate

the acquisition count of items for each item type based on the identification
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information of provided items and the table identification imformation that
gorrespond  to  the user identification information pertsining to  the
communication terminsgl 2. The information presentation anit 12 then presents
the communication terminal 2, via the conununication unit 190, with the result
of caloulation az the acquirable ifem information,

{6046} Subsequently, when receiving an item ascquisition request from the
communication texménai 2 {step 33), the contrnl unit 13 determines one item
to provide to the communication terminal 2 based on informsation
corresponding o the user identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2 {step 84},

(0847} Specifically, when receiving an item acguisition request from the
commmunication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13
rofers to the user information table 112, and based on the table identification
information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2, reirieves the item information table. Next,
the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and rewrieves the
identification information of provided items that corresponds ¢o the user
identification information pertsining to the communication terminal 2.
Subsequently, the contrel unit 13 refers to onse of the item information tables
1lia to 11l¢, randomly selects an item not included in the identification
information of provided items, and determines that the selecied item is the
item to provide to the communication terminal 2.

[H0438] Subsegquently, the contrel wunit 13 provides the item io the
communication tferminal 2 via the communication upit I8 ({step 835).
Specifically, the control unit 13 refers to the itemx dats 113 and provides the
communicaiion terminal 2, via the communication unit 18, with the item
image corresponding to the item identification information pertaining to the
item to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds the item identification
informeation pertaining to the provided item to the user information table 112
as identification information of provided items.

{6043] Subseguently, when recsiving = resst vreguest from the
communication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined user identification
information {step 86}, the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the memory
unit 11, the table identification information and identification information of
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provided items thai correspond to the user identification information
pertaining to the communication terminal 2 {(step 87},

joosa) Specifically, when receiving a reset request from  the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 19, the control unit 13
changes the table identification information that corresponds to the user
identification information pertaining to the communicstion terminal 2 and that
was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 ¢ other
table identification information.

(0851} In this way, according to the batile game server 1 of Embodiment 1,
based og information in the memory unit 11, the information presentation unit
12 presents the communication tsrminal 2 with scquirable #tem information
that includses information, for sach item tyvpe of items, on a total count and an
acquisition count of items, thereby increasing the predictability of acquisition
of an item: with a predetermined item type (for example, an item with 2 high
rarity value or the like), Furtbermore, the batile game server § receives a reset
;;ea;juest at any time from the communication terminal 2 and changes
information pertaining to items that are provided, the total count of items, and
the item type and scquisition count for each item, thereby increasing the
variations on methods for scquiring items, imercasing the predictability of
acguisition of an iters for which the numerical value of the item type is at
least a predetormined value, and heightening interest in the game.

joes2) After step §7, the information preseniation unit 12 may present the
communication terminal 2 with postreset acquirable item information based
on the item information tables 1lla to 1lle and the table idesntification
information of the user information table 112 in the memory unit 11, Ry deing
sq, the user can more easily grasp the mumber of items for each item type after
the reset, thergby further incressing the predictability of acquisition of an
item for which the numerical value of the item type is at Igast a predetermined
value and heightening interest in the game.

[60853] The remaining number of all items may be included in the
acquirable item information that the information presentation unit 12 presents.
Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 may calculate the remaining
number of iitems by subtrgeting the item acquisition count from the total

number of items stored in the item information tables 11late 11ic and include
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the result of calculation in the acquirable item information.
{80354} In step 85, the control wnit 13 may adopt a different method for
presenting the acguirable item information to the communication terminal 2
for an item (first em) for which the numerical value of the item type is at
lecast & predetermined value and an item {second item) for which the numericsal
valoe of the item type is less than the predetermined value. For example, the
information presentation unit 12 may display an image for the firet item yet
display only the item name or the like, without displaying an image, for the
second item. In other words, the acguirable ltem informstion that the
information presentstion unit 12 presents for the first item may include
identification informstion (item name or the like} or an image for the item.
[pass] The information presemiation unit 12 msy present information
related to another user who has acquired the first item.
{BE586] Embodiment 2

The following describes Embocﬁmam 2 of the present invention. Since
the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 2 is the
same as the structure of the battle gams server 1 according te Embodiment 1,
the same reference numerals are uzed in the following deseription. In general
terms, Bmbodiment 2 differs from BEmbodiment 1 in that the acquirable item
information presented by the information presentation unit 12 includes a count
of necessary atiempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical
value of the item type is at least a predetermined valus, The count of
necessary atlempts for aoguisition ix retrieved based on information
correspoading to the user identification information pertaining to the

communication terminal 2.

fei87] Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user

information table 112, and based on the table identification information that
sorresponds to the user identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to
the user identification information. Next, the information presentation unit 12
refers to the user information table 112 and reirieves the identification
information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminsl 2.
Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 randomly exiracts, from

the item information table, 19 pieces of item identification information noct
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inecluded in the identification information of provided items. The information
presentation unit 12 stores the 19 exiracted pisces of item identification
information and stores provision sequence pumbers (1 to 19) in the memory
unit 11, When receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13
determines the ifem to provide based on the provision sequence numbsrs
stored in the memory unit, In other words, the numbers 1 to 19 each represent
the count of sequisition attempts that are necessary in order to acquire the
item corresponding to the item identification information (referred to below as
the count of necessary attempts for acquisition).

[R0S8] Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the
item and ilem type periaining to esch ;ﬁiace of item identification information
from one of the item information tables 11la to 1lic. Next, for the retrieved
items, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the count of necessary
attempts for scquisition for each item for which the numsrical value of the
item type is at least g predetermined value. The information presentation unit
12 then presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item
information that includes the retrieved count of necessary attempts for
acguisition for each item for which the mumerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined value,

HEELES FIG. 7(a) illusirates an example of acquirable item informastion
presented by the information prosentation unit 12 in Embodiment 2. FIG. 7¢a)
illustrates an cxample of displayving the provision seguence of items provided
to the communication terminal 2 as a gauge when a reguest o present
information is received from the comwmunication terminal 2. The gauge is
composed of a plurality of boxes. Items are associated with the boxes 281 o
219 so that the respective counts of necessary acguisition attempts are 1 to 19,
Each box is digplayed with a patiern that differs in accordance with the item
type of the corresponding item,

{860} As illustrated in the example in FIG 7(a), when ths numerical
value of the item type is at Ieast a predetermined value, the pattern shown in
box 204 and the like is displayed. Here, the case of the predetermined value
being four is illusirated. Conversely, when the numerical value of the item
type is loss than the predetermined value, the pattern shown in box 201 and

the like is displayed. In other words, FIG 7(a} dispiays the count of necessary
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attempis for acqnisiti{m for each item for which the numerical value of the
item type is at least a predetermined value, FIG. B{a) slso displays each count
of necessary aitempis for scquisition when the numerical value of ths item
type is less than a predetermined value.

{6061} When an item acquisition reguest s received from the
communication terminal 2, an item is provided, and the count of ncquisition
attempts increases by ons, then the count of nscessary attempits for scquisition
decreases by one for all items. In this case, as illustrated in FIG B(b), the
items corresponding to boxes 201 to 219 each shift {move) one box to the loft.
Accordingly, with this gauge, the user can intuitively grasp the predictability
of acquisition of items for which the numerical valus of the item type is at
least g prodetermined value,

joss2} In this way, according fo the batile game server 1 of Embodiment 2,
the information presentation unit 12 presenis the communication terminal 2
with the count of ﬁgusssmy’ attempts for acquisition for sach item for which
the numerical value of the item type is at loast 3 predetermined value, thereby
increasing the variations on methods for acquiring items, increasing the
predictability of acqguisition of an item for which the item type is at least a
predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game, Furthermorve,
displaying the count of necessary attempts for acquisition when the numerical
valoe of the item type is at lesst a predefermined value further increases the
user’s sense of anticipation, enticing the user to continue to play the game
longer,

{6083} The patterns for displaying the boxes 201 to 219 are not limited to
these examples. The boxes 201 {0 219 may be painted a predetermined color
in accordance with the item type, or a predetermined icon, character, or the
lilre may be displaved in the boxes 201 1o 219,

[G064]) A certain percentage of the boxes for which the numerical value of
the item itype is less than a predetermined valus may be displayed with the
same paitorn as boxes corresponding to items for which the numerical value of
the item type is at least a predetermined value. In this way, items for which
the numericsal value of the item type is less than a predetermined valie are
mixed in among the boxes displayed with the patiern corresponding to items

for which the numerical value of the item typse is atf least a predetermined
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value, thereby making the game more inferesting and enticing the user to
continue to play the game Jonger.

[ELRY When the count of necessary attempts for scguisition is at most a
predetermined value, detailed information on the item to be provided {referred
to below as item deisil information) may be presenied. The item deiail
information is preferably the item name and item type. The predetermined
value is, for example, two. FIG 8 is an example of preseunting item detail
information. Ths counts of necessary scguisition attempts for boxes 201 and
202 are respectively one and two. Accordingly, the item name is displayed as
the item detail information in boxes 20! and 202. With this configuration, the
user can grasp the item destail information for items that can be acquired in &
range in which the count of nscessary altempts for acguisition is at most a
predetermined value. Therefore, the user is provided with incentive to
increase the occasions of an item acguisition reqguest and is enticed to
continue to play the game longer.

(08686} In the example in FIGS. 7{a) and 7(b), the boxes are displayed with
two types of patterns, using the numericsal value of the ifem type as a standard,
yet this example is not limiting, A plurality of ziandard predetermined values
may be established 0 display the boxes with three or more types of patterns.
The patterns that are displayed may also be increased as the count of
necessary sitempts for scquisition is smaller. With this approash, as the count
of necessary attempis for acquisition is smaller, the item type of the item to be
acguired can be grasped in greater defail. Therefore, the user is provided with
incentive to increase the occasions of an item acquisition reguest and is
enticed to continue to play the game longer.

(8887} MNote that while the gauges in FIGS. 7{a), 7(b}. and 8 are composed
of 19 boxes, the number of boxes is not limited fo 13, The number may be 18
or less, or 20 or more, Furihermore, the approsch gauge illustrated in FIG 8
has an I shaps, vet this example is not Hmiting, Many variations are possible,
such as a winding S shape, or a Y shape with a forking tip. In the forking
variation, predetermined dummy boxes assigned randomly by the battle game
server 1 may be displayed in one of the two forks.

[6B68] In FIGS. 7{a)., 7{b}, and 8, examples are illustrated in which

information, for each item type, on the total count and the acquisition conunt of
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items is also displayed, yst these examples are not limiting. Display may be
limited to the gauge, without displaying the information, for sach item type,
on the total count and the acguisition count of items. In other words, in FIGS,
7{a), 7(b), and B, cxamples arg illustrated in which the acguirable item
information includes information, for each item type, on the total count and
the acquisition count of items and includes the count of necessary sttempts for
acquisition for each item for which the sumerical value of the item type is at
izgst a predetermined value, yeot these examples are not limiting. The
acquirable item information may be configured to include only the count of
necessary attempts for acguisition for each item for which the numerical value
of the item type is at least a predetermined valus.
[O069] Embeodiment 3

The following describes Embodiment 3 of the present invention. Since
the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 3 is the
same as the structure of the battle gams server 1 according to Embodiment 1,
the same reference numerals are used in the following description. In general
terms, Embodiment 3 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirable item
information presented by the infoumation presentation unit 12 includes the
total count of items, for each item tvpe, among items for which the count of
necessary attempis for acquisition is at most s predetermined value,
{6070] The ascquirabls item information presented by the information
presentation unit 12 in Emboediment 3 includes the toial count of items for
which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined value
among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at
most a predetermined value, as retrieved based on the information
corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2.
[B871) Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user
information table 112, and based on the table identification information that
corresponds i¢ the user identification information pertaining io the
communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to
the user identification information. Next, the information presentation unit 12
refers to the user information itable 112 and retrieves the identification

information of provided items pertaining to the communicstion terminal 2.
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Subsequently, the information presentation ynit 12 randomly extracts, from the item information
table, 25 pieces of item identification information not included in the identification information
of provided items. The information presentation unit 12 stores the 23 extracted pieces of item
identification information and stores provision sequence numbers {1 t0 25) in the memory unit
11. When receiving an itemn acquisition request, the control unit 13 determines the item to
provide based on the provision sequsnce mambers stored in the memory unit. In other words, the
nombers 1 to 25 each represent the count of necessary attempts for acquisition corresponding to
the item identification information.

[3072] Subsequently, the information presentation undt 12 reirieves the item and item
type pertaining to each piece of item identification information from one of the item information
tables 111ato 111c. The information presentation unit 12 then tallies the total count of items for
which the numerical value of the retrieved item type is at least a8 predetermined mumber and
presents the communication ferminal 2 with acquirable item information that includes the tallied
total count of items for each item type.

[6873] FIG. 9 illustrates an exarnple of acquirable item information presented by the
information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3. In FIG. 9, items for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less are displayed with a sheet {scraich card)
composed of 25 cells 301 0 325, Bach cell cormresponds to an item for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. The items for which the count of necsssary
attempts for acguisition is 25 or less are randomly associated with the cells 301 10 325.

{6674] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 8, when the numerical value of the item type
is at least a predetermined value, the pattern shown in cell 301 and the like is displayed. Here,
the predetermined value is four. Conversely, when the ttem type is less than the predetermined
value, the pattern shown in cell 302 and the like is displayed. In other words, FIG. 9 displays the
total count of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined
value among ttems for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less.

[6875] 1o this way, according to the batile game server 1 of Embodiment 3, the

information presentation unit 12 presents the comununication terminal 2
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with the total count of items for which the numerical valne of the item type is at least a
predetermined value among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at
moast a predetermined value, thereby increasing the variations on methods for acquiring itemns,
further increasing the predictability of acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the
iterm type is at least a predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game.

18676} The patterns for displaying the cells 301 to 325 are not limited to these examples.
The cells 301 to 325 may be painted a predetermined color in accordance with the item type, or a
predetermined icon, characier, or the like may he displayed in the cells 301 to 325,

{88771 Furthermore, based on a selection request from the communication terminal 2, the
control upit 13 may select one item, from among items for which the count of necessary attempts
for acquisition is at most a predetermined value, as the item o provide. In this case, the
information presentation unit 12 may present the communication terminal 2 with a scratch card
for sclection in which all cells are displayed with the same pattern to prompt the communication
terminal 2 to select one of the cells.

{5678} FIG. 10(a) iltustrates an example of a screen for selecting an item to acquire. The
screen displays the scratch card for selection. Each cell in the scratch card in FIG. 10(a)
corresponds to an item for which the count of necessary atiernpts for acquisition is 25 or less. As
ilustrated in FIG. 10(a}, the cells of the scratch card are displayed with the same pattern, and the
user cannot tell what items corresponds to which cells.

{0079} The user can select any location on the scratch card using an operation unit (not
illustrated} such as a key or a fouch panel of the communication terminal 2, and the
communication terminal 2 transmits 2 selection request to the batile game server 1 baged on the
user operstion. The control unit 13 of the batile game server 1 then determines that the item
corresponding to the cell pertaining to the selection request is the item to provide to the
communication terminal 2,

{6080} FIG. 10(b) illustrates an example of cells 308, 316, and 320 being selected. The
selected cells are displayed with the same patiern as the cells in the scratch card shown in FIG. O,

Note that the item detail information
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corresponding to the selected cells may be displayed in the sclected cells.
8081] In this way, the variations on methods for acguiring items csn be
further increased, the predictability of acquisition of an Hem with s high item
type can be further increased, and intersst in the game can be heighiened,
[6082) The scrateh cards in FIGB. 9, 10{a}, and 10{b} are composed of 25§
cella in a sheet with 5 rows and 5 columas, vet this exsmple is not limiting,
The scratch card may be compossed of M = W cells in 2 sheet with M rows and
N columns {M and N being integers greater than or equal to 2). Furthermore,
the scratch cards im FIGS. 10(a) and 10{b) are not lHmited {0 3 square shape.
For example, the scratch cards may be a3 polygon, or instsad of being
two-dimensional, the scraich cards may be in 8 three-dimensional rectangular
shape of a die,

{0G83] In FIGS. 9, 16{a}, and 10(b), examples are illusirated in which
information, for each item type, on the total count and the acquisition count of
items is also displayed, vot these examples are not limiting. Display may be
limited to the scraich card, without displaying the information, for each ilem
type, on the toinl connt and the acquisition count of items. In other words, in
FIGS. 10{a}, 10{b), and 11, examples ars illustrated in which the acquirabls
item information includss informastion, for each item type, on the total count
and the acquisition count of items and includes the total count of items, for
each item iype, smong items for which the count of necessary atiempts for
acquisition i{s 2t most a predetermined valus, yet these examples are not
linaiting. The acqguirable item information may be configured to include only
the total count of items, for sach item type, among items for which the count
of necessary attempts for scquisition is at most a predetermined value,

[6684] A computer is preferably nsed to function as the baitle game server
1. A program containing a description of the processing for achieving the
functions of the batile game server 1 is stored in the memory unit of the
computer, and the functions are achieved by the csntral processing unit (CPU)
of the computer reading and executing the program.

iggas] Although the preseni invention haz been describsd based on
drawings and examples, it is to be noted that vasrious changes and
modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the art based on the present
disclosure. Therefore, such changes and modifications are to be undersicod as
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included within the scope of the present invention. For example, the functions
and the like included in the various units and steps may be reordered in any
logically consistent way. Furthermore, uunits or sieps may be combined into
ons or divided. For example, in Embodiments 1 to 3, & separate one of the
item information fables 1llas to 1lic is associated with each user
identificstion number, yet for example a plurality of users may share one of

the item information tables 1ila to 1ilc.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST
{4888} 1: Battle game server
2: Communication terminal
10: Communication unit
i1: Memory unit
12: Informoation presentation unit
13: Control unit '
illa to 11ic: Item information table
112: Usger information tabls
113: Ttem data
201 to 219%: Box
301 to 325; Cell
5¢1; Information on the tots! count of items

502: Information on the acguisition count
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ABSTRACT

A game control method, game server, and program can increase variations on methods
for acquiring items, increase the predictability of acquisition of an item with a high rarity value
or the like, and heighten interest in the game. Included are the steps of presenting a
communication terminal, connected over a communication line, with acquirable item information
that, for each item type, includes a total count and an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count
of items when receiving, from the communication terminal, a request to present information
related to items acquirable by the communication terminal, determining an item to provide to the
communication terminal when receiving an item acquisition request from the communication
terminal, and changing the acquirable item information when receiving a reset request from the

communication terminal.
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CLAIMS

1. A game control method executed by a game server, the method comprising:

associating, in a memory of the game server, each of a plurality of cells with each of
extracted items extracted from the memory;

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet
comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item
information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (ii) a
number of obtained items and (iii) a number of un-obtained items, the obtainable item
information being assigned for each user based on identification information unique to each user;

receiving, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select one cell
among the plurality of cells;

sending information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one cell from
another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet; and

providing, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with the
one cell to a user of the user terminal.

2. The game control method of claim 1, wherein

the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for
differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with the
one cell.

3. The game control method of claim 1, wherein

the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information of a
character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity value of

each item associated with each cell.
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4. A game server comprising;
a memory in which each of a plurality of cells is associated with each of extracted items
extracted from the memory; and
a controller configured to
send information to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet
comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item
information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (ii) a
number of obtained items and (iii) a number of un-obtained items, the obtainable item
information being assigned for each user based on identification information unique to each user,
receive, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select
one cell among the plurality of cells,
send information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one cell
from another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet, and
provide, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with
the one cell to a user of the user terminal.
5. The game server of claim 4, wherein
the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for
differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with the
one cell.
6. The game server of claim 4, wherein
the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information of a
character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity value of

each item associated with each cell.
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7. A non-transitory computer readable recording medium having stored thereon
instructions to be executed on a computer, the instructions causing the computer to perform the
steps of:

associating, in a memory of the computer, each of a plurality of cells with each of
extracted items extracted from the memory;

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet
comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item
information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (ii) a
number of obtained items and (iii) a number of un-obtained items, the obtainable item
information being assigned for each user based on identification information unique to each user;

receiving, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select one cell
among the plurality of cells;

sending information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one cell from
another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet; and

providing, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with the
one cell to a user of the user terminal.

8. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 7, wherein

the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for
differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with the
one cell.

9. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 7, wherein
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the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information of a
character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity value of

each item associated with each cell.
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DESCRIPTION

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION
[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. Application No. 14/409,219 filed
December 18, 2014, which is based on and claims priority to and the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2012-140213 filed Jun. 21, 2012, the entire contents of which are incorporated

herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD
[0002] The present invention relates to a game control method, a game server, and a
program.

BACKGROUND ART
[0003] Conventionally, in a battle game server, each user's deck is formed by a plurality

of battle cards or the like stored for each user, and the battle game server allows a plurality of
users to compete with each other based on the total value of the attack strength and defense
strength of the deck (for example, see Patent Literature 1). In such a battle game server, the user
acquires a battle card by methods such as purchasing the battle card or obtaining the battle card
by winning a battle against an opponent.

CITATION LIST

Patent Literature

[0004] Patent Literature 1: JP 2008-220984 A
SUMMARY OF INVENTION
(Technical Problem)
[0005] In a conventional battle game server, however, the methods for acquiring battle

cards and the like are limited, causing the user to lose interest in the game. In particular, since it
is difficult to acquire a battle card or the like with a high rarity value, the user ends up with the
impression that such an item cannot be acquired at all and suffers a drastic loss of interest in the

game,

[0006] Accordingly, the present invention has been conceived in light of
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the above problems and provides a game control method, a game server, and a
program that can increase the variations on methods for acquiring battle cards
and the like, increase the predictability of acquisition of a card or the like
with a high rarity value or the like, and heighten interest in the game.
{Solution to Problem)

[0007] A game control method according to the present invention for
solving the above problems includes the steps of: (a) presenting a
communication terminal, connected over a communication line, with
acquirable item information that, for each item type, includes a total count and
an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when receiving, from
the communication terminal, a request to present information related to items
acquirable by the communication terminal; (b) determining an item to provide
to the communication terminal when receiving an item acquisition request
from the communication terminal; and (c¢) changing the acquirable item
information when receiving a reset request from the communication terminal.
[0008] In the game control method according to the present invention, in
step (a), a method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to
the communication terminal may differ between a first item and a second item,
a numerical value of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the
first item, and the numerical value of the item type being less than the
predetermined value for the second item.

[0009] In the game control method according to the present invention, the
acquirable item information for the first item may include identification
information or an image for an item.

[0010] In the game control method according to the present invention,
information on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented.
[0011] In the game control method according to the present invention, in
step (b), based on a selection request from the communication terminal, one
item selected from among items for which the count of necessary attempts for
acquisition is at most the predetermined value may be determined to be the
item to provide,

[00612] A game server according to the present invention includes:
information presentation means for presenting a communication terminal,

connected over a communication line, with acquirable item information that,
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for each item type, includes a total count and an acquisition count or a
non-acquisition count of items when a request to present information related
to items acquirable by the communication terminal is received from the
communication terminal; and control means for determining an item to
provide to the communication terminal when an item acquisition request is
received from the communication terminal, such that the control means
changes the acquirable item information when receiving a reset request from
the communication terminal.

[0013] In the game server according to the present invention, the
information presentation means may adopt a different method for presenting
the acquirable item information presented to the communication terminal for a
first item than for a second item, a numerical value of the item type being at
least a predetermined value for the first item, and the numerical value of the
item type being less than the predetermined value for the second item

[0014] In the game server according to the present invention, the
acquirable item information for the first item may include identification
information or an image for an item.

[0015] In the game server according to the present invention, the
information presentation means may present information on another user who
has acquired the first item.

[0016] In the game server according to the present invention, based on a
selection request from the communication terminal, the control means may
determine one item selected from among items for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is at most the predetermined value to be the
item to provide.

[0017] A program according to the present invention is for causing a
computer that functions as a battle game server to perform the steps of: (a)
presenting a communication terminal, connected over a communication line,
with acquirable item information that, for each item type, includes a total
count and an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when
receiving, from the communication terminal, a request to present information
related to items acquirable by the communication terminal; (b) determining an
item to provide to the communication terminal when receiving an item

acquisition request from the communication terminal; and (c) changing the
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acquirable item information when receiving a reset request from the
communication terminal.

[0018] In the program according to the present invention, in step (a), a
method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to the
communication terminal may differ between a first item and a second item, a
numerical value of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the
first item, and the numerical value of the item type being less than the
predetermined value for the second item.

[0019] In the program according to the present invention, the acquirable
item information for the first item may include identification information or
an image for an item.

[0020] In the program according to the present invention, in step (a),
information on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented.
[0021] In the program according to the present invention, in step (b),
based on a selection request from the communication terminal, one item
selected from among items for which the count of necessary attempts for
acquisition is at most the predetermined value may be determined to be the
item to provide.

(Advantageous Effect of Invention)

[0022] According to the game control method, game server, and program
of the present invention, it is possible to increase the variations on methods
for acquiring battle cards and the like, increase the predictability of
acquisition of a card or the like with a high numerical value for the item type,

and heighten interest in the game.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0023] The present invention will be further described below with
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a battle game server in Embodiment 1;

FIGS. 2(a), 2(b), and 2(c) are examples of an item information table in
Embodiment 1;

FIG. 3 is an example of a user information table in Embodiment 1;

FIG. 4 is an example of item data in Embodiment 1,

FIG. 5 is an example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 1;
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FIG. 6 is a flowchart of operations by the battle game server in
Embodiment 1;

FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are examples of acquirable item information in
Embodiment 2;

FIG. 8 is an example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 3;

FIG. 9 is an example of a scratch card for selection in Embodiment 3;

and
FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b) are examples of a screen for selecting an item to
acquire.
DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
[0024] The following describes embodiments of the present invention,

[0025] Embodiment 1

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a battle game server 1 in Embodiment 1 of
the present invention. The battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1 of
the present invention includes a communication unit 10, a memory unit 11, an
information presentation unit 12, and a control unit 13.
[0026] The communication unit 10 communicates with a communication
terminal 2 over either or both of a wireless and wired connection.
[0027] In association with identification information uniquely allocated to
each user that operates a communication terminal 2 (referred to below as user
identification information), the memory unit 11 stores information on items to
provide, a total count of items, item type, and an acquisition count. An “item”
refers to any of a variety of objects used within a game, such as a battle card
constituting a user’s deck, a character, a weapon, armor, an ornament, a plant,
food, and the like. The item type is a numerical value representing the rarity
value of the item, a numerical value representing the category of the item, or
the like.
[0028] Specifically, the memory unit 11 stores this information by
dividing the information among tables. A plurality of item information tables
111ato 111c, a user information table 112, and item data 113 are stored in the
memory unit 11. While three item information tables are described here, this
example is not limiting, and the number of item information tables may be two

or fewer, or four or more.
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[0029] The item information tables 111a to 11lc are tables including
information on the total count of items and the item type. FIGS. 2(a) to 2(c)
illustrate examples of the item information tables 11la to 111c. As illustrated
in FIGS. 2(a) to 2(c), for example the item information table 111a includes
item identification information “UNI1”, an item name “item A”, and an item
type “3”. The item identification information is an identifier for uniquely
identifying an item in the present system. The item information tables 111a to
111c are provided with table identification information for uniquely
identifying an item information table in the battle game server 1. Here, the
item information tables 111a to 111c are respectively provided with “TID1”,
“TID2”, and “TID3” as the table identification information.

[00630] The user information table 112 is a table storing, for each user, the
provided items and information for calculating an item acquisition count. The
user information table 112 associates the user identification information, table
identification information, and identification information of provided items.
[0031] FIG. 3 illustrates an example of the user information table 112, As
illustrated in FIG. 3, the user information table 112 includes wuser
identification information “UID1”, table identification information “TIDI1”,
identification information of provided items “UNI2” and “UNI4”, and the
like.

[0032] The item data 113 stores data on an image for an item provided to
the user in association with item identification information. FIG. 4 illustrates
an example of the item data 113. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the item data for
example includes item identification information “UNI1”, an item image
“item A image”, and the like. The image data may be in any image format,
such as JPEG, GIF, PNG, or the like.

[0033] When receiving a request to present information from the
communication terminal 2, then based on information, stored in the memory
unit 11, that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to
the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit 12 presents
the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with acquirable
item information that includes information, for each item type, on a total
count and an acquisition count of items.

[0034] Specifically, when a request to present information is received
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from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based
on the item information tables 111a to 111c, the information presentation unit
12 tallies the total count of items for each item type. The information
presentation unit 12 also refers to the user information table 112 to calculate
the acquisition count of items for each item type based on the identification
information of provided items and the table identification information that
correspond to the wuser identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents
the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the result
of calculation as the acquirable item information.

[0035] FIG. 5 is an example of the acquirable item information that the
information presentation unit 12 presents, FIG. 5 illustrates an example of the
abquirable item information presented when a request to present information
is received from the communication terminal 2 and the user identification
information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 is “UIDI1”. As
illustrated in FIG. 5, information 501 on the total count and information 502
on the acquisition count of items for each item type are presented to the
communication terminal 2. The case of presenting the acquisition count has
been described above, yet this example is not limiting. For example, a
non-acquisition count may be presented by subtracting the acquisition count
from the total count of items.

[0036] The control unit 13 performs a variety of control pertaining to the
battle game server 1. For example, when receiving an item acquisition request
from the communication terminal 2, the control unit 13 determines one item to
provide to the communication terminal 2 based on information corresponding
to the user identification information pertaining to the communication
terminal 2.

[0037] Specifically, when receiving an item acquisition request from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13
refers to the user information table 112, and based on the table identification
information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table. Next,
the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the

identification information of provided items that corresponds to the user
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identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2.
Subsequently, the control unit 13 refers to one of the item information tables
111a to 1llc, randomly selects an item not included in the identification
information of provided items, and determines that the selected item is the
item to provide to the communication terminal 2.

[0038] The control unit 13 then provides the item to the communication
terminal 2 via the communication unit 10. Specifically, the control unit 13
refers to the item data 113 and provides the communication terminal 2, via the
communication unit 10, with the item image corresponding to the item
identification information pertaining to the item to be provided. The control
unit 13 also adds the item identification information pertaining to the
provided item to the user information table 112 as identification information
of provided items.

[0639] For example, when an item acquisition request is received from the
communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2 is “UID1”, then the control unit 13 refers to
the user information table 112, and based on the table identification
information “TID1” corresponding to UIDI, retrieves the item information
table 111a. Next, the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112
and retrieves the identification information of provided items that corresponds
to “UID1”. Subsequently, the control unit refers to the item information table
111a, randomly selects item identification information not included in the
identification information of provided items (for example, “UNII”), and
determines that the selected item is the item to provide to the communication
terminal 2. The control unit 13 then refers to the item data 113 and provides
the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the item
image “item A image” corresponding to the item identification information
“UNI1” pertaining to the item to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds
the item identification information “UNI1” pertaining to the provided item to
the user information table 112 as identification information of provided items.
[0040] Furthermore, in the present invention, the battle game server 1 is
configured to allow for receipt of a reset request at any time from the
communication terminal 2. In general terms, the reset request is a request for

resetting the current user information table 112. When receiving a reset
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request from the communication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined user
identification information, the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the
memory unit 11, the table identification information and identification
information of provided items that correspond to the user identification
information pertaining to the communication terminal 2.

[0041] Specifically, when receiving a reset request from the
cominunication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13
changes the table identification information that corresponds to the user
identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 and that
was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other
table identification information.

[0042] For example, when a reset request is received from the
communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2 is “UID1”, the control unit 13 changes the
table identification information that corresponds to “UIDI1” of the user
information table 112 randomly from “TID1” to “TID2” or “TID3”,

[0043] Next, operations by the battle game server 1 in Embodiment 1 of
the present invention are described using the flowchart in FIG. 6. It is assumed
that the tables illustrated in FIGS. 2(a), 2(b), and 2(c) through FIG. 4 have
been stored in advance in the memory unit 11 at the time of operation by the
battle game server 1.

[0044] First, when a request to present information is received from the
communication terminal 2 (step S1), then based on information, stored in the
memory unit 11, that corresponds to the user identification information
pertaining to the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit
12 presents the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10,
with acquirable item information that includes information, for each item type,
on the total count and the acquisition count of items (step S2).

[0045] Specifically, when a request to present information is received
from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based
on the item information tables 111a to 111c¢, the information presentation unit
12 tallies the total count of items for each item type. The information
presentation unit 12 also refers to the user information table 112 to calculate

the acquisition count of items for each item type based on the identification
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information of provided items and the table identification information that
correspond to the wuser identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents
the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the result
of calculation as the acquirable item information.

[0046] Subsequently, when receiving an item acquisition request from the
communication terminal 2 (step S3), the control unit 13 determines one item
to provide to the communication terminal 2 based on information
corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2 (step S4).

[0047] Specifically, when receiving an item acquisition request from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13
refers to the user information table 112, and based on the table identification
information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining
to the communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table. Next,
the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the
identification information of provided items that corresponds to the user
identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2.
Subsequently, the control unit 13 refers to one of the item information tables
111a to 1llc, randomly selects an item not included in the identification
information of provided items, and determines that the selected item is the
item to provide to the communication terminal 2.

[0048] Subsequently, the control wunit 13 provides the item to the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10 (step S5).
Specifically, the control unit 13 refers to the item data 113 and provides the
communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the item
image corresponding to the item identification information pertaining to the
item to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds the item identification
information pertaining to the provided item to the user information table 112
as identification information of provided items.

[0049] Subsequently, when receiving a reset request from the
communication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined user identification
information (step S6), the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the memory

unit 11, the table identification information and identification information of
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provided items that correspond to the wuser identification information
pertaining to the communication terminal 2 (step S7).

[0050] Specifically, when receiving a reset request from the
communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13
changes the table identification information that corresponds to the user
identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 and that
was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other
table identification information.

[0051] In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 1,
based on information in the memory unit 11, the information presentation unit
12 presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information
that includes information, for each item type of items, on a total count and an
acquisition count of items, thereby increasing the predictability of acquisition
of an item with a predetermined item type (for example, an item with a high
rarity value or the like). Furthermore, the battle game server 1 receives a reset
l"equest at any time from the communication terminal 2 and changes
information pertaining to items that are provided, the total count of items, and
the item type and acquisition count for each item, thereby increasing the
variations on methods for acquiring items, increasing the predictability of
acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game.

[0052] After step S7, the information presentation unit 12 may present the
communication terminal 2 with post-reset acquirable item information based
on the item information tables 11la to 11lc and the table identification
information of the user information table 112 in the memory unit 11. By doing
so, the user can more easily grasp the number of items for each item type after
the reset, thereby further increasing the predictability of acquisition of an
item for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined
value and heightening interest in the game.

[0053] The remaining number of all items may be included in the
acquirable item information that the information presentation unit 12 presents.
Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 may calculate the remaining
number of items by subtracting the item acquisition count from the total

number of items stored in the item information tables 111ato 111c and include
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the result of calculation in the acquirable item information.
[0054] In step S5, the control unit 13 may adopt a different method for
presenting the acquirable item information to the communication terminal 2
for an item (first item) for which the numerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined value and an item (second item) for which the numerical
value of the item type is less than the predetermined value. For example, the
information presentation unit 12 may display an image for the first item yet
display only the item name or the like, without displaying an image, for the
second item. In other words, the acquirable item information that the
information presentation unit 12 presents for the first item may include
identification information (item name or the like) or an image for the item.
[0055] The information presentation unit 12 may present information
related to another user who has acquired the first item.
[0056] Embodiment 2

The following describes Embodiment 2 of the present invention. Since
the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 2 is the
same as the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1,
the same reference numerals are used in the following description. In general
terms, Embodiment 2 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirable item
information presented by the information presentation unit 12 includes a count
of necessary attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical
value of the item type is at least a predetermined value. The count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is retrieved based on information
corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2.
[0057] Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user
information table 112, and based on the table identification information that
corresponds to the wuser identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to
the user identification information. Next, the information presentation unit 12
refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the identification
information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminal 2.
Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 randomly extracts, from

the item information table, 19 pieces of item identification information not
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included in the identification information of provided items. The information
presentation unit 12 stores the 19 extracted pieces of item identification
information and stores provision sequence numbers (1 to 19) in the memory
unit 11. When receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13
determines the item to provide based on the provision sequence numbers
stored in the memory unit. In other words, the numbers 1 to 19 each represent
the count of acquisition attempts that are necessary in order to acquire the
item corresponding to the item identification information (referred to below as
the count of necessary attempts for acquisition).

[0058] Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the
item and item type pertaining to each biece of item identification information
from one of the item information tables 111a to 111c. Next, for the retrieved
items, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the count of necessary
attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the
item type is at least a predetermined value. The information presentation unit
12 then presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item
information that includes the retrieved count of necessary attempts for
acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined value.

[0059] FIG. 7(a) illustrates an example of acquirable item information
presented by the information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 2. FIG, 7(a)
illustrates an example of displaying the provision sequence of items provided
to the communication terminal 2 as a gauge when a request to present
information is received from the communication terminal 2. The gauge is
composed of a plurality of boxes. Items are associated with the boxes 201 to
219 so that the respective counts of necessary acquisition attempts are 1 to 19.
Each box is displayed with a pattern that differs in accordance with the item
type of the corresponding item.

[0060] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 7(a), when the numerical
value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, the pattern shown in
box 204 and the like is displayed. Here, the case of the predetermined value
being four is illustrated. Conversely, when the numerical value of the item
type is less than the predetermined value, the pattern shown in box 201 and

the like is displayed. In other words, FIG. 7(a) displays the count of necessary
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attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the
item type is at least a predetermined value. FIG. 8(a) also displays each count
of necessary attempts for acquisition when the numerical value of the item
type is less than a predetermined value.

[0061] When an item acquisition request is received from the
communication terminal 2, an item is provided, and the count of acquisition
attempts increases by one, then the count of necessary attempts for acquisition
decreases by one for all items. In this case, as iilustrated in FIG. 8(b), the
items corresponding to boxes 201 to 219 each shift (move) one box to the left.
Accordingly, with this gauge, the user can intuitively grasp the predictability
of acquisition of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined value.

[0062] In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 2,
the information presentation unit 12 presents the communication terminal 2
with the count of necessary attempts for acquisition for each item for which
the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, thereby
increasing the variations on methods for acquiring items, increasing the
predictability of acquisition of an item for which the item type is at least a
predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game. Furthermore,
displaying the count of necessary attempts for acquisition when the numerical
value of the item type is at least a predetermined value further increases the
user’s sense of anticipation, enticing the user to continue to play the game
longer.

[0063] The patterns for displaying the boxes 201 to 219 are not limited to
these examples. The boxes 201 to 219 may be painted a predetermined color
in accordance with the item type, or a predetermined icon, character, or the
like may be displayed in the boxes 201 to 219.

[0064] A certain percentage of the boxes for which the numerical value of
the item type is less than a predetermined value may be displayed with the
same pattern as boxes corresponding to items for which the numerical value of
the item type is at least a predetermined value. In this way, items for which
the numerical value of the item type is less than a predetermined value are
mixed in among the boxes displayed with the pattern corresponding to items

for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined
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value, thereby making the game more interesting and enticing the user to
continue to play the game longer.

[0065] When the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a
predetermined value, detailed information on the item to be provided (referred
to below as item detail information) may be presented. The item detail
information is preferably the item name and item type. The predetermined
value is, for example, two. FIG. 8 is an example of presenting item detail
information. The counts of necessary acquisition attempts for boxes 201 and
202 arec respectively one and two. Accordingly, the item name is displayed as
the item detail information in boxes 201 and 202, With this configuration, the
user can grasp the item detail information for items that can be acquired in a
range in which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a
predetermined value. Therefore, the user is provided with incentive to
increase the occasions of an item acquisition request and is enticed to
continue to play the game longer.

[0066] In the example in FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b), the boxes are displayed with
two types of patterns, using the numerical value of the item type as a standard,
yet this example is not limiting. A plurality of standard predetermined values
may be established to display the boxes with three or more types of patterns.
The patterns that are displayed may also be increased as the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is smaller. With this approach, as the count
of necessary attempts for acquisition is smaller, the item type of the item to be
acquired can be grasped in greater detail. Therefore, the user is provided with
incentive to increase the occasions of an item acquisition request and is
enticed to continue to play the game longer.

[0067] Note that while the gauges in FIGS. 7(a), 7(b), and 8 are composed
of 19 boxes, the number of boxes is not limited to 19. The number may be 18
or less, or 20 or more. Furthermore, the approach gauge illustrated in FIG. 8
has an I shape, yet this example is not limiting, Many variations are possible,
such as a winding S shape, or a Y shape with a forking tip. In the forking
variation, predetermined dummy boxes assigned randomly by the battle game
server 1 may be displayed in one of the two forks.

[0068] In FIGS. 7(a), 7(b), and 8, examples are illustrated in which

information, for each item type, on the total count and the acquisition count of
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items is also displayed, yet these examples are not limiting. Display may be
limited to the gauge, without displaying the information, for each item type,
on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other words, in FIGS.
7(a), 7(b), and 8, examples are illustrated in which the acquirable item
information includes information, for each item type, on the total count and
the acquisition count of items and includes the count of necessary attempts for
acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the item type is at
least a predetermined value, yet these examples are not limiting. The
acquirable item information may be configured to include only the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical value
of the item type is at least a predetermined value,
[0069] Embodiment 3

The following describes Embodiment 3 of the present invention. Since
the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 3 is the
same as the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1,
the same reference numerals are used in the following description. In general
terms, Embodiment 3 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirable item
information presented by the information presentation unit 12 includes the
total count of items, for each item type, among items for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value.
[0070] The acquirable item information presented by the information
presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3 includes the total count of items for
which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined value
among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at
most a predetermined value, as retrieved based on the information
corresponding to the wuser identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2.
[0071] Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user
information table 112, and based on the table identification information that
corresponds to the wuser identification information pertaining to the
communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to
the user identification information. Next, the information presentation unit 12
refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the identification

information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminal 2.
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Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 randomly extracts, from
the item information table, 25 pieces of item identification information not
included in the identification information of provided items. The information
presentation unit 12 stores the 25 extracted pieces of item identification
information and stores provision sequence numbers (1 to 25) in the memory
unit 11. When receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13
determines the item to provide based on the provision sequence numbers
stored in the memory unit. In other words, the numbers 1 to 25 each represent
the count of necessary attempts for acquisition corresponding to the item
identification information.

[0072] Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the
item and item type pertaining to each piece of item identification information
from one of the item information tables 111a to 1llc. The information
presentation unit 12 then tallies the total count of items for which the
numerical value of the retrieved item type is at least a predetermined number
and presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information
that includes the tallied total count of items for each item type.

[0073] FIG. 9 illustrates an example of acquirable item information
presented by the information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3. In FIG. 10,
items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less
are displayed with a sheet (scratch card) composed of 25 cells 301 to 325.
Each cell corresponds to an item for which the count of necessary attempts for
acquisition is 25 or less. The items for which the count of necessary attempts
for acquisition is 25 or less are randomly associated with the cells 301 to 325.
[0074] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 9, when the numerical value
of the item type is at least a predetermined value, the pattern shown in cell
301 and the like is displayed. Here, the predetermined value is four.
Conversely, when the item type is less than the predetermined value, the
pattern shown in cell 302 and the like is displayed. In other words, FIG. 8
displays the total count of items for which the numerical value of the item
type is at least a predetermined value among items for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less.

[0075] In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 3,

the information presentation unit 12 presents the communication terminal 2
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with the total count of items for which the numerical value of the item type is
at least a predetermined value among items for which the count of necessary
attempts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value, thereby increasing
the variations on methods for acquiring items, further increasing the
predictability of acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the
item type is at least a predetermined value, and heightening interest in the
game.

[0076] The patterns for displaying the cells 301 to 325 are not limited to
these examples. The cells 301 to 325 may be painted a predetermined color in
accordance with the item type, or a predetermined icon, character, or the like
may be displayed in the cells 301 to 325.

[0077] Furthermore, based on a selection request from the communication
terminal 2, the control unit 13 may select one item, from among items for
which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a
predetermined value, as the item to provide. In this case, the information
presentation unit 12 may present the communication terminal 2 with a scratch
card for selection in which all cells are displayed with the same pattern to
prompt the communication terminal 2 to select one of the cells.

[0078] FIG. 10(a) illustrates an example of a screen for selecting an item
to acquire. The screen displays the scratch card for selection. Each cell in the
scratch card in FIG. 10(a) corresponds to an item for which the count of
necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. As illustrated in FIG. 10(a),
the cells of the scratch card are displayed with the same pattern, and the user
cannot tell what items corresponds to which cells.

[06079] The user can select any location on the scratch card using an
operation unit (not illustrated) such as a key or a touch panel of the
communication terminal 2, and the communication terminal 2 transmits a
selection request to the battle game server 1 based on the user operation. The
control unit 13 of the battle game server 1 then determines that the item
corresponding to the cell pertaining to the selection request is the item to
provide to the communication terminal 2.

[0080] FIG. 10(b) illustrates an example of cells 308, 316, and 320 being
selected. The selected cells are displayed with the same pattern as the cells in

the scratch card shown in FIG. 10. Note that the item detail information
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corresponding to the selected cells may be displayed in the selected cells.
[0081] In this way, the variations on methods for acquiring items can be
further increased, the predictability of acquisition of an item with a high item
type can be further increased, and interest in the game can be heightened.
[0082] The scratch cards in FIGS. 9, 10(a), and 10(b) are composed of 25
cells in a sheet with 5 rows and 5 columns, yet this example is not limiting.
The scratch card may be composed of M x N cells in a sheet with M rows and
N columns (M and N being integers greater than or equal to 2). Furthermore,
the scratch cards in FIGS. 10(a) and 10(b) are not limited to a square shape.
For example, the scratch cards may be a polygon, or instead of being
two-dimensional, the scratch cards may be in a three-dimensional rectangular
shape of a die.

[0083] In FIGS. 9, 10(a), and 10(b), examples are illustrated in which
information, for each item type, on the total count and the acquisition count of
items is also displayed, yet these examples are not limiting. Display may be
limited to the scratch card, without displaying the information, for each item
type, on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other words, in
FIGS. 10(a), 10(b), and 11, examples are illustrated in which the acquirable
item information includes information, for each item type, on the total count
and the acquisition count of items and includes the total count of items, for
each item type, among items for which the count of necessary attempts for
acquisition is at most a predetermined value, yet these examples are not
limiting. The acquirable item information may be configured to include only
the total count of items, for each item type, among items for which the count
of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value.

[0084] A computer is preferably used to function as the battle game server
1. A program containing a description of the processing for achieving the
functions of the battle game server 1 is stored in the memory unit of the
computer, and the functions are achieved by the central processing unit (CPU)
of the computer reading and executing the program.

[0085] Although the present invention has been described based on
drawings and examples, it is to be noted that various changes and
modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the art based on the present

disclosure. Therefore, such changes and modifications are to be understood as
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included within the scope of the present invention. For example, the functions
and the like included in the various units and steps may be reordered in any
logically consistent way. Furthermore, units or steps may be combined into
one or divided. For example, in Embodiments 1 to 3, a separate one of the
item information tables 11la to 11lc is associated with each user
identification number, yet for example a plurality of users may share one of

the item information tables 11la to 111lc.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST
[0086] 1: Battle game server
2: Communication terminal
10: Communication unit
11: Memory unit
12: Information presentation unit
13: Control unit
11la to 111c: Item information table
112: User information table
113: Item data
201 to 219: Box
301 to 325: Cell
501: Information on the total count of items

502: Information on the acquisition count
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FIG. 24
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ASSIGNMENT (BEING FILED FOR DUAL PURPOSE UNDER 37 CFR 1.63(e))
For Application with Filing Date on or after September 16, 2012
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(37 CFR L.63(e)ic -3 3 CIR - 5 ) BEsE

Japanese Language Assighiuent

(1-8) Insert Legal Name(s) of Inventor(s)
EHFORETRATEZE
(H Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA

(2) Tomohiro TSUKTHARA

(®  Norikazu KATO

(@) Tomoki YASUHARA

&)

(6)
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BILGMOBEITAMHEREESE LT 42088 AR,
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&) GREE, Inc,

In consideration of the sum of one doltar
($1.00) and other good and valuable consideration paid
to each of the undersigned, the receipt and sufficiency
of which are hereby ackiowledged, sach undersigned
agrees to-assign, and hereby does assiga, transfer and
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(1) 6-10-1, Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo 106-6112, JAPAN
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{1 Insert Identification such as Title, Case Number,
or Foreign Application Number
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(hereinafter designated as the Assignee) and Assignee’s
hefrs, successors, assigns and legal representatives, the
entire right, title and interest for the Uniled States of
America as defined in 35 U.S.C. §100, in the invention,
and in all applications for patent including any and ail
provisional, non-provisional, divisional, coatinuation,
international, substitute and reissue application(s), and
all Letters Patent, extensiony, reissues and
reexamination certificates that may be granted on the
invention known as

(i1} GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM
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1} Each undersipned agrees 1o execute all papers
necessary in connection with any application and/or
patent for the. fnvention, and also to execute sepatate
assignthents in connection with such applications and
patents as the Assignee may.deem necessary,

2} Each undersigned agrees to exccute ali papers
necessary in connection with any interforence.or
post-grant procéeding which may be declared
conceming any application or patent for the invention
and to cooperate with the-Assignes in every way
possible in obtaining evidence and going forward with
such interference or post-grant proceeding.

3} Fach undersigned agrees to execute all papers and
documents.and perform any act which may be
necessary in connection with claims or provisions of
the International Convention for Protection of
Industrial Property or similar agreements.

4y Rach undersigned agrees to perform all affinmative
acts which may be necessary to obtain, mainfain or
confirm by reissuc-or reexamination a grant of a valid
United States patent to the Assignee.

5) EBach undersigned authorizes and requests the
Commigsioner of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
to issue any and all patents resulting froor said
application(s) to the said Assignee, as Assignes of the
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right to convey the entire interest rerein assigned, and
that he or she has not executed, and wifl not execute,
any agreement(s) in conflict herewith, and agrees that
this assignment is binding on Assignor and Assignor's
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arder to comply with the rales of the United States
Patent and Trademark Office for recordation of this
document.
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