
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONERFORPATENTS 

APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE 

16/053,149 09/17/2019 

25944 7590 08/28/2019 

OLIFF PLC 
P.O. BOX 320850 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

10413832 163485.01 

ISSUE NOTIFICATION 

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above. 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U .S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

6107 

The Patent Term Adjustment is O day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include 
an indication of the adjustment on the front page. 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office 
of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments 
should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management (ODM) at 
(571)-272-4200. 

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants): 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA, Tokyo, JAPAN; 
GREE, INC., Tokyo, JAPAN; 
Tomohiro TSUKIHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN; 
Norikazu KATO, Tokyo, JAPAN; 
Tomoki YASUHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN; 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location 
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous 
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation 
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in 
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov. 
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Issue Classification 
Application/Control No. 

16/053,149 

Examiner 

JAMES S MCCLELLAN 

Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination 

YOSHIKAWA et al. 

Art Unit 

3716 

• Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant • CPA • T.D. • R.1.47 

CLAIMS 

Final Original Final 

1 1 7 
2 2 8 
3 3 ~12 
4 4 10 

5 5 11 
6 6 15 

\29 7 
13 8 
14 9 

Change(s) applied 

to document, 

/ J.E...5/ 
6/20/2019 

NONE 

(Assistant Examiner) 

/James S. McClellan/ 

Original Final 

10 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716 

(Primary Examiner) 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original 

Total Claims Allowed: 

(Date) 15 

29 April 2019 
O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure 

(Date) 1 5 

Part of Paper No.: 20190429 
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PART B-FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with the applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web. 

I 

I 

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA22313-1450 

By fax, send to: (571) 273-2885 

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks I through 5 should be completed where appropriate. 
All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless 
corrected below or directed otherwise in Block I, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee 
notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block I for any change of address) 

OLIFF PLC 
P.O. Box 320850 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 

APPLICATION NO I FILING DATE 

16/053,149 I 08/02/2018 
I FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

I Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 

papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to 
the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below. 

(Typed or printed name) 

(Signature) 

(Date) 

I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO I CONFIRMATION NO 

I 163485.01 I 6107 

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

APPLN:TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE 

nonprovisional UNDISC0 UNTED $1,000.00 

EXAMINER 

J. S. McClellan 

PUBLICATION FEE DUE 

ART UNIT 

3715 

PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

463-042 

TOTALFEE(S)DUE 

$1,000.00 

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee 
Address" (37 CFR 1.363) 

2. For printing on the patent front page, list 
1. Oliff PLC 

• Change of correspondence address ( or Change of 
Correspondence Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. • "Fee Address" indication ( or "Fee Address" Indication 
form PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) 
attached. Use of a Customer Number is required. 

(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member 
a registered attorney or agent) and the names of 
up to 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If 
no name is listed, no name will be printed. 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

2. 

3. 

DATEDUE 

08/07/2019 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been 
previously recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.Sl(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE 

GREE, INC. 

(B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE or COUNTRY) 

Tokyo, Japan 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories ( will not be printed on the patent): D Individual 0 Corporation or other private group entity D Government 

4a. Fees Submitted: 0 Issue Fee D Publication Fee (if required) D Advance Order - # of Copies 

4b. Method of Payment (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above): 

D Electronic Payment via EFS-Web D Enclosed check D Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038) 

0 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
5. Change of Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

D Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29. 

D Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 

D Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. 

NOTE: Absent a valid Certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue fee 
payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment. 

NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken as 
a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status. 

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken as a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro entity 
status, as applicable. 

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. 

Authorized Signature 

Typed or printed name 

I B. Graham Nelson/ 

B. Graham Nelson 

PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 

6800099v.1 163485.01 

0MB 0651-0033 

Date August 6, 2019 

Registration No. 72,699 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number: 16053149 

Filing Date: 02-Aug-2018 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

Filer: Joel S. Armstrong/Darrisaw Tatum 

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01 

Filed as Large Entity 

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Basic Filing: 

Pages: 

Claims: 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition: 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance: 

UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE 1501 1 1000 1000 
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Extension-of-Time: 

Miscellaneous: 

Total in USO($) 1000 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 36799772 

Application Number: 16053149 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 6107 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

Customer Number: 25944 

Filer: Joel S. Armstrong/Darrisaw Tatum 

Filer Authorized By: Joel S. Armstrong 

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01 

Receipt Date: 06-AUG-2019 

Filing Date: 02-AUG-2018 

Time Stamp: 16:42:02 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment yes 

Payment Type DA 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $1000 

RAM confirmation Number E201986G42156953 

Deposit Account 

Authorized User 

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows: 
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File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.) 

36872 

1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) lssue_Fee_Transmittal.pdf no 1 
7eab591 e83e8e09b 1 d62ef768Sfafcb3e 1 ac 

d34b 

Warnings: 

Information: 

30566 

2 Fee Worksheet (5B06) fee-info.pdf no 2 
5 Of9 5 544 f4a 1870b2e4ab 1 f1 7 5 ea31 fd7 d 58 

8626 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 67438 

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Agglications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 
National Stage of an International Agglication under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT /DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 
New International Agglication Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 

25944 7590 05/07/2019 

OLIFF PLC 
P.O. BOX 320850 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

16/053,149 08/02/2018 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

EXAMINER 

MCCLELLAN. JAMES S 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

3715 

DATE MAILED: 05/07/2019 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

163485.01 6107 

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREY. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 $0.00 $0.00 $1000 08/07/2019 

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE MAILING 
DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS STATUTORY PERIOD 
CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES NOT REFLECT A CREDIT 
FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN 
THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST 
TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW DUE. 

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 

I. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that 
entity status still applies. 

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above. 

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled 
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)". 

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity 
fees. 

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" 
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a 
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing 
the paper as an equivalent of Part B. 

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to Mail 
Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980. 
It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at 
www .uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees. 

Page 1 of 3 
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), by mail or fax, or via EFS-Web. 

By mail, send to: Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

By fax, send to: (571)-273-2885 

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where appropriate. All 
further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as indicated unless corrected 
below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for maintenance fee notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) 

25944 

OLIFF PLC 
7590 

P.O. BOX 320850 

05/07/2019 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

16/053,149 08/02/2018 

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
have its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being transmitted to 
the USPTO via EFS-Web or by facsimile to (571) 273-2885, on the date below. 

(Typed or printed name) 

(Signature) 

(Date) 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.01 6107 

TITLE OF INVENTION: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE 

nonprovisional UNDISCOUNTED $1000 

EXAMINER ART UNIT 

MCCLELLAN, JAMES S 3715 

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). 

0 Change of correspondence address ( or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 

0 "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form PTO/ 
SB/47; Rev 03-09 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 

PUBLICATION FEE DUE PREY. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 

$0.00 $0.00 

CLASS-SUBCLASS 

463-042000 

2. For printing on the patent front page, list 
( 1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 
(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 
listed, no name will be printed. 

$1000 08/07/2019 

2 ______________ _ 

3 ______________ _ 

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document must have been previously 
recorded, or filed for recordation, as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11 and 37 CFR 3.8l(a). Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : 0 Individual O Corporation or other private group entity O Government 

4a. Fees submitted: • Issue Fee • Publication Fee (if required) • Advance Order - # of Copies _________ _ 

4b. Method of Payment: (Please first reapply any previously paid fee shown above) 

0 Electronic Payment via EFS-Web 0 Enclosed check 0 Non-electronic payment by credit card (Attach form PTO-2038) 

0 The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. ____ _ 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

0 Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29 

0 Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27 

0 Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status. 

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue 
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment. 
NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken 
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status. 
NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro 
entity status, as applicable. 

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications. 

Authorized Signature _______________________ _ 

Typed or printed name ______________________ _ 

PTOL-85 Part B (08-18) Approved for use through 01/31/2020 
Page 2 of3 

0MB 0651-0033 

Date ____________________ _ 

Registration No. ________________ _ 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

16/053,149 08/02/2018 

25944 7590 05/07/2019 

OLIFF PLC 
P.O. BOX 320850 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 

163485.01 6107 

EXAMINER 

MCCLELLAN. JAMES S 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

3715 

DATE MAILED: 05/07/2019 

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C.154 (b) 
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance. 

Section l(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the requirement 
that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See Revisions to Patent 
Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer providing an initial 
patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to provide a patent term 
adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant approximately three weeks prior 
to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the patent. Any request for reconsideration 
of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term adjustment) should follow the process 
outlined in 37 CFR 1.705. 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-010 I or (571 )-272-4200. 

Page 3 of 3 
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0MB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B 

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and Budget 
approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When 0MB approves an agency request to 
collect information from the public, 0MB (i) provides a valid 0MB Control Number and expiration date for the 
agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the agency to inform 
the public about the 0MB Control Number's legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR 1320.5(b). 

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain 
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is 
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 30 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon 
the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions 
for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection 
of information unless it displays a valid 0MB control number. 

Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your 
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements 
of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b) 
(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information 
is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent 
application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not 
be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment 
of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of 

Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records may 
be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required by the 
Freedom of Information Act. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence 
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of 
settlement negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting 
a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance 
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having 
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply 
with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of 
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of 
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, 
or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility 
to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 
2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection 
of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall 
not be used to make determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of 
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record 
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed 
in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application 
is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re the Application of 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. 

Application No.: 16/053,149 

Filed: August 2, 2018 

Group Art Unit: 3716 

Examiner: J. MCCLELLAN 

Docket No.: 163485.01 

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Al\IENDMENT 

In reply to the January 11, 2019 Office Action, please consider the following: 

Amendments to the Claims as reflected in the listing of claims; 

Remarks. 
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Application No. 16/053,149 

Amendments to the Claims: 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 

in the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A game control method executed by a game server, the 

method comprising: 

associating, in a memory of the game server, each of a plurality of cells with each of 

extracted items extracted from the memory; 

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet 

comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item 

information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (ii) a 

number of obtained items and (iii) a number of un-obtained items, the eetaiFurble item 

infonB:atien eeing assigned fer eaeh Hser eased en identifieatien info-fffiatien HniqHe te eaeh 

H-Ser; 

receiving, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select one 

cell among the plurality of cells; 

sending information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one cell 

from another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet, wherein the differentiating of the 

display of the one cell is done in response to the selection request to select the one cell; and 

providing, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with 

the one cell to a user of the user terminal. 

2. (Original) The game control method of claim 1, wherein 

the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for 

differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with 

the one cell. 

3. (Original) The game control method of claim 1, wherein 

-2-
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the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information 

of a character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity 

value of each item associated with each cell. 

4. (Currently Amended) A game server comprising: 

a memory in which each of a plurality of cells is associated with each of extracted 

items extracted from the memory; and 

a controller configured to 

send infonnation to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet 

comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item 

information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (ii) a 

number of obtained items and (iii) a number of un-obtained items, the eetaiFurble item 

infonB:atien eeing assignee fer eaeh Hser easeEl en iElentifieatien info-fffiatien HniqHe te eaeh 

receive, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select 

one cell among the plurality of cells, 

send information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one 

cell from another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet, wherein the differentiating of the 

display of the one cell is done in response to the selection request to select the one cell, and 

provide, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated 

with the one cell to a user of the user terminal. 

5. (Original) The game server of claim 4, wherein 

the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for 

differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with 

the one cell. 

6. (Original) The game server of claim 4, wherein 

-3-
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the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information 

of a character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity 

value of each item associated with each cell. 

7. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer readable recording medium 

having stored thereon instructions to be executed on a computer, the instructions causing the 

computer to perform the steps of: 

associating, in a memory of the computer, each of a plurality of cells with each of 

extracted items extracted from the memory; 

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet 

comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item 

information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (ii) a 

number of obtained items and (iii) a number of un-obtained items, the eeta:i-Haele item 

iHfoFERatieH eeiHg assigHeEl for eaeh HSer easeEl eH iEleHtifieatieH iHfoFERatieH HHiqHe te eaeh 

H-Ser; 

receiving, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select one 

cell among the plurality of cells; 

sending information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one cell 

from another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet, wherein the differentiating of the 

display of the one cell is done in response to the selection request to select the one cell; and 

providing, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with 

the one cell to a user of the user terminal. 

8. (Original) The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 

7, wherein 

-4-
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the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for 

differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with 

the one cell. 

9. (Original) The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 

7, wherein 

the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information 

of a character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity 

value of each item associated with each cell. 

10. (New) The game control method of claim 1, wherein 

the information sent to the user terminal for displaying is for displaying the obtainable 

item information as at least one of (i) a numerical value indicating the total number of items 

for each item type, (ii) a numerical value indicating the number of obtained items and (iii) a 

numerical value indicating the number of un-obtained items. 

11. (New) The game server of claim 4, wherein 

the information sent to the user terminal for displaying is for displaying the obtainable 

item information as at least one of (i) a numerical value indicating the total number of items 

for each item type, (ii) a numerical value indicating the number of obtained items and (iii) a 

numerical value indicating the number of un-obtained items. 

12. (New) The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 7, 

wherein 

the information sent to the user terminal for displaying is for displaying the obtainable 

item information as at least one of (i) a numerical value indicating the total number of items 

for each item type, (ii) a numerical value indicating the number of obtained items and (iii) a 

numerical value indicating the number of un-obtained items. 

13. (New) The game control method of claim 1, wherein 

-5-

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 29



Application No. 16/053,149 

the obtainable item information is assigned for each user based on identification 

information unique to each user. 

14. (New) The game server of claim 4, wherein 

the obtainable item information is assigned for each user based on identification 

information unique to each user. 

15. (New) The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 7, 

wherein 

the obtainable item information is assigned for each user based on identification 

information unique to each user. 

-6-
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RElVIARKS 

Claims 1-15 are pending in this application. By this Amendment, claims 1, 4 and 7 

are amended, and claims 10-15 are added. No new matter is added. 

The courtesies extended to Applicant's representative by Examiner McClellan at the 

interview held February 15, 2019, are appreciated. The reasons presented at the interview as 

warranting favorable action are incorporated into the remarks below, which constitute 

Applicant's record of the interview. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Yamada (US 

2005/0282634) in view of Shimono (US 2011/0124415). In response, the rejection is 

respectfully traversed. 

As discussed during the interview, independent claims 1, 4 and 7 are amended to 

clarify that "the differentiating of the display of the one cell is done in response to the 

selection request to select the one cell." As discussed during the interview, the cited art fails 

to disclose the amended features of the independent claims. 

In particular, in Figure 7 of Yamada, the differentiation of display of cells is based on 

whether the cells show rare or normal items, and is determined based on the strength of the 

wireless connection between two user terminals (paragraph [0089]). Although Yamada 

permits selection of a cell and Yamada also displays cells differently, there is no causational 

nexus between the differentiation of the display and the selection of the cell. Thus, as agreed 

upon during the interview, there is no differentiation of display of cells done "in response to 

the selection request to select the one cell," as claimed. Shimono does not remedy this 

deficiency of Yamada. Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

New claims 10-12 depend from the independent claims and are thus allowable in view 

of the above discussion. In addition, claims 10-12 are allowable for reciting features not 

disclosed by the art of record. During the interview, the Examiner interpreted Figure 7 of 

-7-
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Yamada as displaying a "number" of obtained items (i.e., a certain number of obtained items) 

because there are three normal item pieces displaying for Player 2. As discussed and agreed 

upon during the interview, Yamada does not disclose displaying a separate numerical value 

on the screen (e.g., in Figure 7). Thus, Yamada does not disclose or suggest the features of 

claims 10-12 of "obtainable item information as at least one of (i) a numerical value 

indicating the total number of items for each item type, (ii) a numerical value indicating the 

number of obtained items and (iii) a numerical value indicating the number of un-obtained 

items." 

New claims 13-15 depend from the independent claims and are thus allowable in view 

of the above discussion. Claims 13-15 recite a limitation that was previously recited in the 

independent claims. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 

condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance are earnestly 

solicited. 

-8-

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 32



Application No. 16/053,149 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to 

place this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to 

contact the undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 

JAO:BGN/dkt 

Date: April 2, 2019 

OLIFF PLC 

P.O. Box 320850 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 

-9-

Respectfully submitted, 

I B. Graham Nelson / 

James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

B. Graham Nelson 
Registration No. 72,699 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 

Please grant any extension 
necessary for entry of this filing; 

Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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Applicant-Initiated Interview Summary 

Application No. 
16/053, 149 

Examiner 
JAMES S MCCLELLAN 

All participants (applicant, applicants representative, PTO personnel): 

(1) JAMES S. MCCLELLAN. 

(2) Graham Nelson (72,699). 

Date of Interview: 15 February 2019. 

Type: ~ Telephonic D Video Conference 

(3) __ . 

(4) __ . 

D Personal [copy given to: D applicant D applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: • Yes ~No. 
If Yes, brief description: __ . 

Issues Discussed 0101 0112 0102 ~103 • Others 
(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion) 

Claim(s) discussed:_!. 

Identification of prior art discussed: Yamada and Shimano. 

Substance of Interview 

Applicant( s) 
YOSHIKAWA et al. 

Art Unit 
3716 

AIA Status 
No 

(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a 
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc ... ) 

Applicant discussed differences between the disclosure of Yamada and the recited claims, including differentiating 
information and display of item information. While the Examiner appreciates the differences between the current 
disclosure (e.g., Fig. 10B) and Yamada's disclosure, the current claims are broad and do not recite with sufficient detail 
those differences .. 

Applicant recordation instructions: The formal written reply to the last Office action must include the substance of the interview. (See MPEP 
section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, applicant is given a non-extendable period of the longer of one month or 
thirty days from this interview date, or the mailing date of this interview summary form, whichever is later, to file a statement of the substance of the 
interview 

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of 
the substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the 
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the 
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised. 

D Attachment 

/James S. McClellan/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-413 (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20190215 
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record 
A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1.133 Interviews 
Paragraph (b) 

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in§§ 1.111, 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 
132) 

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing. 
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and 
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to any 
alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. 

The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself 
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiners responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing out 
typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required. 

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the conclusion of 
the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicants correspondence address either with or prior 
to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other circumstances dictate, the 
Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: 
- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 
- Name of applicant 
- Name of examiner 
- Date of interview 
- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 
- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 
- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 
- An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It 
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview unless 
it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the substance of the 
interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items: 
1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted,-
2) an identification of the claims discussed, 
3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 
4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on 

the Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 
5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 
7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed 

by the examiner. 
Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicants record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and accurate, 

the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiners version of the statement 
attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, Interview Record OK on the paper recording 
the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiners initials. 
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Applicant Initiated Interview Request Form -- emailed to: Examiner McClellan (1 p.) 

In re the Application of 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. 

Application No.: 16/053,149 

Filed: August 2, 2018 

Group Art Unit: 3716 

Examiner: J. MCCLELLAN 

Docket No.: 163485.01 

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Tentative Participants: 
(1) B. Graham Nelson (Reg. No. 72,699) (2) J. MCCLELLAN 

(3) (4) 

Confirmed Date of Interview: Feb. 15,2019 Proposed Time: 10:00 (AM) 

Type of Interview Requested: 
(1) ~ Telephonic (2) D Personal (3) D Video Conference 

Exhibit To Be Shown or Demonstrated: • YES ~ NO 
If yes, provide brief description: 

Issues To Be Discussed 

Issues Claims/ Prior Discussed Agreed Not Agreed 
(Rej., Obj., etc) Fig. #s Art 

(1) §103 Claims 1, 4, 7 Yamada, • • • 
Shimano 

Brief Description of Arguments to be Presented: 

We would like to discuss the differences between the claimed subject matter and the cited art as follows. The 
independent claims recite receiving selection of one cell, and then differentiating the display of that one cell from 
another cell in the sheet. Yamada does not differentiate the display of a selected cell from that of another cell. In 
Figure 7 of Yamada, the differentiation of display of cells is based on whether the cells show rare or normal items, 
and is determined based on the strength of the wireless connection between two user terminals (paragraph [0089]). 
There is no differentiation of display of cells based on which cell is selected, as claimed. 

Also, element 84 of Figure 5 of Yamada is relied upon in the rejection for the claimed "total number of items for 
each item type." However, element 84 is an area of stored memory. That information is not displayed on the sheet 
of cells in Figure 7. Thus, that information does not meet the claimed display of obtainable item information. We 
look forward to discussing this matter during the interview tomorrow. 

An interview was conducted on the above-identified application on 

NOTE: This form should be completed by applicant and submitted to the examiner in advance of the interview (see MPEP 
§ 713.01). This form is signed by a registered practitioner, and the Office should accept this as an indication that he or she is 
authorized to conduct an interview on behalf of the principal (37 CFR 1.32(a)(3)) pursuant to 37 CFR 1.34. This is not a power 
of attorney to any above named practitioner. 

IB. Graham Nelson/ 

(Applicant/ Applicant's Representative Signature) (Examiner/SPE Signature) 
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Filing Date 2018-08-02 
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Art Unit 13716 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I J_ S. McClellan 

Attorney Docket Number 1163485.01 
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Examiner Cite Kind Name of Patentee or Applicant 
Pages,Columns,Lines where 

Initial* No 
Patent Number Code1 Issue Date 

of cited Document 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

1 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. I Add I 

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS I Remove I 

Examiner Publication Kind Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant 
Pages,Columns,Lines where 

Initial* 
Cite No 

Number Code1 Date of cited Document 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

1 20130337906 A1 Ro13-12-19 keda 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button.I Add I 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS IRemovel 

Name of Patentee or 
Pages,Columns,Lines 

Examiner Cite Foreign Document Country Kind Publication 
Applicant of cited 

where Relevant T5 
Initial* No Number3 Code2i Code4 Date Passages or Relevant 

Document 
Figures Appear 

1 2014000103 µp A 2014-01-09 Dna KK 
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Attorney Docket Number 163485.01 
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3 
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submitted in Case No. H30{YO)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-4, October 23, 2009. 
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HobbyJAPAN Co., Ltd., "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3 - FIRST STEP GUIDE," submitted in Case No. H30 
YO)22064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 006, 007, 042, 043, March 1, 2010. 

7 
TAKIZAWA Osamu, "BANDAI NAMCO, WIN "GANDAM NETWORK OPERATION 3,"" submitted in Case No. H30{YO 
J2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-6, February 25, 2010. 
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J2064 of JP Patent No. 6276314, pp. 1-2, printed on August 9, 2018. 
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STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 
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( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I J_ s McClellan 

Attorney Docket Number 163485.01 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s): 

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1 ). 

OR 

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to 

D any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2). 

X See attached certification statement. 

X The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith. 

A certification statement is not submitted herewith. 
SIGNATURE 

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the 
form of the signature. 

Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2019-02-05 

Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number 172,699 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the 
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed 
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you 
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the 
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised 
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited 
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to 
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested 
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may 
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act 
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the 
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a 
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement 
negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a 
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the 
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for 
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the 
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records 
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant 
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of 
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or 
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to 
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make 
determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of 
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record 
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in 
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is 
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law 
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 
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[~l ll*ft~0-~~M• h::%0if-L~ATL~:Ji30~ARfflW~W~-/0~ffi 
1¥il 
[~l2l*R~~M~~-%-~ffi~3/-bV~~b~~~G~-~~D~ffl~I7~ 

- 1/ 0) * ~~ f,;i)j 

[~l3l*R~0-~~m•~~~1/-bV~~b~~00-.f~~y~~-v0~00* 
~i: Wll 
( ~ 1 4 l * :"i'e !lf.l 0 {-l:8 0 ~ 1Jffi HJ~ km_ 0 3/- L.::,,, A 'r L ~~tot,, T 3'<: ~ if tilt i1. L !J:: t,, ~ fiJ ;<E 
~ ~·1 f: ~ ft 0 :X. 7 - -"' ~- :;.) OJ ~ ffi ~j 

[~15l*ft~0-~~ID • ~-~3/-LV~TLk.AShGY~-~ft~~-7~ 
0--ffll 10 

[~16]*~~0-~-%8k~.g3/-LVA~L~-~5h01/~-7~ • r-7~ 
0) - -#11 

a) ---- WlJ 
[ ~ fl~ ~ ~ fftfi <i• ~. f::-_ M) OJ fU ~ ] 
( 0 0 l 1 ] 

.!Y. i: , ~ 1r ~ Uri ,~ * J~ L , * ~ ;tf:J Cf) •~ k ~ ~ triti m t~ ?.r &~ fl.~ ,r ~ " t,;i: :Ji3 . ~ rif ti.: :t0 1., ~ -r J~ 
;.ffi ~ G ~ ,~ ~ ~ ~c. tJ: ff1J ---- o) w ~ ttr- {% tl· N -~ n -c r,, ~ " 
(0012] 

~ 1 [a: , :{;:: J~ !:l..§ c,) - ~ &w HJ r~ h:: 43 Vr G 1/ - J.,, -::.., .:~ "r L t.r mt ~ ~ tc. ffi -:1- 7 o ,y 7 ~ c' ® ~ 20 

o ~ 1 tc. ffi i• J:: 5 &c. , ;{;:: ~ a,q o) ---- ~ tru1 ~ ti~ ~c. ·~ ~ :;t- :,, 5 -1' :,, 1/ ---- J.,, ,Efl ,tJ- - ., \ ~ ~ 1 o C t..{ -y.: 
, 1¥ ~c r -I}- ~--- _., \ ~ ~ 1 o J t: V" -3 ;:: ~ i-J~ &:, ~ " ) kt , -"f Y :$I - :z, ,_,, ], '~ uJ m'H'Hl::J 2 O ~ :fr L Z 

, 1mf§~~~~·trnA. 0iji~il.LD~'~t::~~M30-1. 30--2:, • •• , 3o-N u:.1.r:, r1m1*~ffll'30_1 ~ 

~ 1,t; i• 0 c t. t.} ® /,;) " ) ,l::: Jli1 {g Y:jJ iis l·C. :NH,1 ~ :h T v, ?;.: 0 ,tJ- - 1" ~ ~ 10 tJ: , :4: 3'€ f:l,g 0 - ~ i'mi 
mu~~.g1/-bVA~L0-$X~~$~~-~GH • ~-M?~~" 
(0013] 

+.J--;;;;~-ffij'10tt, ~.0u)ct'o~), CPD11l:, ;f.-{>;;;(·E 1Jnl.:, .::J.-·WI/Fl3t:, ~{~l/ 

F 1 4 .t. . J;;~ J?;is ,;{ t l} 1 5 2: , ;'' ,r 7'... 7 r ::.' ..f 7' l 6 c ~ a ;J.J.. , C :h G i]) ~ *~ /..i,X, ~ %i i:/', /" :.,;~ l 7 1,r­

fr- L -r 'Ji l • k: ~ ~ S9 ~c. ti *Jl ~ tl "'C v' ~ " CPU l l U: , :9''!- tl~ .-/. t !j l 5 iJ, S :;;t· .,'< L,.· - T . .f :,,, .lf :"./ 

7'... 7· L.. ·!?,:i .. ,t Y ·7 -1' :,,, J-f - b. I]) m1 fi ~ mu ~ ·9 {;) fl /z iJ: -;l o 7 5 L ?z,:_· ::I. ,{ Y :;-{ t 1J l 2 IC: D - }:' 30 

L. o - r' L t::. 7 o 7 5 L. ~c: ·a g; Zl G mt%~~ fig· 0 o ;;;( 4 :::.,, ;I. -E 1) 12 ti, CPU l 1 if~ fr 
-r 0 7 • ,lf '7 ].,, 7.t' f& ~\t,j T .{;) tc. r.f.) i;: ,!fl 1,, G :fl ' WI! 7c. t;f, DRAM i-c:: J:: ':) T m 1:ft ~ n G " 
(0014] 

.::1 - +f I /F 13 tt, f'JU ?l d', ::k .,...z J..;· - :>' 0 A jJ ~ :'1t kt frt' H <6 =t=- -- ,t; - F J?> "<' 17 .:.:;;,, ~ ~ '~ ~ 

A 71 ~ ~ .t. , CPU 11 (!) i~ ~ t#. -~ ~ /±i 1J ~?' ~ it1€ & .~p ,r ;z :f L_,, -1' ~ 0 'tIT *ti /:H tJ ~ filf l: ,:~ 'i3' ib' <• 

ill! {g I / F 14 ti , ; \ - F 9 .x. T , 7 7 - b. 1) x 7 , X it TCP/ I P r 5· -{ l ·:; .>r,:.i .PPP F 5 ... ( ; , W O) 3@ 
{g m :J 7 "" ? x. 7' X tt C rt f:., O) fJl JJ. 1'; b -t:: l:: L, T ~ '~ ~ tt , :@ {t ~ 2 0 .~ Jr- L, T ~ 7K ~ filt 3 0 

c:: ;rn ffit PI F,~ tc. ~ m ~ 11 {;) " 
(0015) 

ft ~~ :f -t· 1J 1 5 tt , -w~ ?t. it ~ m •r ,r A :7 1"' 7 ~· -f ·1: m J:tit ~ .t>y , ::t > -7 -1 > Y - 1., {l) iff fi ~ 4o 

rM W:J ·t .g tr.:. ti) (!_) mu mi m :l o tf' 5 L, ~ oJ *~ I.? JJ:: 7" o !.f 5 k t/- ~2 ,~ ~ n .:[, 0 :t tt , -:r~ t~ J( -1:- 1J 
15 ~c. ~f , l-f - 1-.,, tc :to t-, T .l'¥l t, ., G tt 0 Z, ~ ~7~ - -7' ,t ~2 ffl: ~ ~1. i~ .g " Yi- g:~ _)< t ij 1 5 (·C t.t , -!§'ti X. 

it , 11 Hi -:,r ~ {* fsf 3/ - L tf~ f* m' rill ·r - ~f lli , lf' -- L ~ f;$: 1" '7 ;"" - 9 "g }fil ~r - ""f J!,, , tl:l rTh ~ 
.-~J.t i'J :fm T - / JV ' 7° V .. { -\"" ~ J£ '1'~ ~ ff J;§j 7· - 7' iv ' .y· JV - ~f "~ f~ T - 7 ;l; ' .Jj' Jl,: - 7° 53' if.I 
·J- - ~f .11,,, .& tf :i' 1,.., .-{ -7 ~ f_ll! ..:r- - -;f }).; 'ff, l!.t'. kt G ~1., c ft S 0 .::;- ~-- 7' iv }C:: , 1/ - L U) Jfil h ~c 
r,t C: L ti k !J:: ::p - 9 iJ" ;!r& ffi ~ n G O ,'.J: :to ' .:: tt G {!_) T - -:7 )t,· tl ' 'fJ - }~ ~ rm rn 2:: iffi f1¥JIT fj§ 

~C. it ~ ~ 11 , +J - l °' ~ ~ l O J::: it o/2) J;fil 1ft }C:: Jilj t* U) ·r' - $< •. -'\ - A +.i'" - J' tc: .m ~~1; ~ :h L 'E> J:. t· ' 0 

[0016) 

'i'-' ,r .::Z 7 r" 7 -'( ·f 16 t:t , CD-ROM, DVD - ROM, DVD -- R ~ i:I) ~ ~~ li) i2 'ti§ ;I. f' ,.I' 7' ic ¥.H:R '?:' t1 i:::. 
'7.,. - ~ ,z,:· ~ JJ. l?c, JJ., x it, c. n t:, o) ~2 t~ .~ ·r -{ 7 1-.-: 7 - •9 ~ ~ ~ 32:, t:.~ C, !Ju x. it, rs2 ·t®: _){ ·r so 
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-'1 7 }C. ~ .~~ t: .fl f":::. 3/ - L. ) 7 7° ') 7 - V 3 > -'? Jf - l,, +' - 9 Jff Cf_) .:.p - 7 ti , 7"' -1 A 7 J-:' 7 -1' 

7' 1 6 ~c: J:: ~ lift 'J,'1. ii * t1 . $i, ~!~ /. -E !J 1 5 tc.. /( Y A ~ - ;t, ·~ n 0 " 

(0017] 
-~Jmtft1triik:tslt)T, -!J--;;;;~J1l1oi.t, IY'~.~~.@.;if:'~-,i- .?;i~fx:c1)9 r.. 7'··-<--v'i:i' Giiil~, 

'7 x 7' -<t .,( r 1,r 1i im g 1;; 1) x '"f -i:J· - .1 ~ -r: s o , rriw. * ~ 11l 3 o ~c tt L· -c 3/ - L -rf - e .::z 1,r :ffi 1~ 
'9 /,;) C ~ t5 -c ~ 0 0 ~ * * m 3 0 ,c fim X. G ~-l re 7' 5 17 -tf' :.l 7 j-, 17 ;;: 7 tt ' 7 X. 7 ·~ •··· ::J ;t:.- ~ 
ffi g ~ 17::. tb (J) HT ML =p - 7 ;t:.- -tr -· 1 { ~ 1ffi 1 0 t,, G !& t~ L , !& ti L ft HT ML +" - 9 1,r fi:,'?.f, fi,fr L --C • 'M 
lit 7 x 7' ~ -· ;:;' 1,r &¥.ij .:-t.;;. ~ tti 3 D (l) J. - .;J' ( )" - L.. (J) 7° J..; -{ -V ) ti.: tfil ;;;Ji; 9 0 C ~ if -V ~ Zi o C 

(J)~~~75~~v7~'7i7~J::?ta~~h~9i7~-9~ftL--cmm~n~3/-
1.,,, ti ' 7· 5 9 .J-3'' lf - L, ~ ff!; 27 1·1 1;) C ~ t.f- d.", 0 0 ;:: 0) ':7 .:t. ~f ~ - y 4'.- ;'.Af ;y; ·t 15 re rf) (!_) HTML "P 10 

- 9- 't :>1-f. ff[f ;;{ -=t: 1) 15 h: ir. -~ ~ :f11~ ~ 0 HTMI.--F- 9- tJ, HTML~ OJ~~?-··· 7 7' 'Y 7° i"§ mt -c t'li:3 J2n ~-
t1 tc:. HTML:'>C ti J'J' f., .f:X •) , C o) HTMLJt ·~ h:. ?i, 9 ·'f ;t:.- frj .ff] t., --C fj .1-z i;t @! f~ fJ~ f~ 3m f;j' U· ~ I: 2:: 
fj". c' ~ .{5 0 * re. , J-I TU. ::.z l~f ~;: ~'1 , AC t i OHS Cr i pt .o.;:: J a \i a S C r i pt ( !f tl ~ ~ ) ~ {!) .A /_? 1) j r, 

( 0 0 1 8 ] 
r~ t:fµ ;,t ·E lJ 15 t;: tt, ~ * _!}1,Hl'l:13Uiz.. ;t:s i.,, 7: 7' 5' '7 ·if 1/ 7 !-- 9 .:c:. 7 l;'.l, 0, U-) ?k'. fi ;:~ iw .l: T:' ~ fr 

~ n 0 '/' - .L 7 j 1) Jr -- 1/ 5 > 1E, ~ *fj ·,! t', f-!j ~ 0 L {<) Jf - L 7 / 1) Jr -- :> B ✓ /·i.: ~j: , 1/ -

L~~fi~0~~~3/-L7 • Y5'b~ill~3/-L7° • 3/5L.~fiq~-Hcn~~-~ 
-· 9 •~ Cl) ,S- ffl! 7~- - 9- ~ ?i' If(>~ C. ~ i)t ·v· ~ -~ ,, /.;I - J.,,, 7 a 7 5' L.. ti. -Wl! ft_ &i:, Object i ve-C 

' Java ( ~ i,~ ~ ~) ~ 0) ::t 7':} I ? }- ffi $] -;l p /j' 7 ~ > 7 ~- Jti C' fr= Jot~ .tl G" ft 1-vl ~ n ft 20 

. ..,.;t - L ... 7° o 7' ::.r b. it , :S- ti •r - •9" t t.:: -t, &c. • 7 7° 1.J ,,.- - y 3 > './ 7 t- 7 :i:. r t L., T :"i- ·-&~ ){ 
-E ,J 1 s t= rte •!J1t c ;r1. ~ 0 Yi- m) ;;{ -=t: 1J 1 s k~ ia ti ~ :r1. tr.. 7 7• u .,r - ;;/ :::1 ::,, :; 7 r- 1o/ .::r.:. T it , i2 -rt 
~ * ~c iZ ~ -c, iirt :,i.;;. ~ ffi 30}= lli'2 fg ·:!'ft~ c v - .,,, i~ m 1oti• s @2 m ~ t1. tr.. ::i-' 7 ~J ·'T - v 3 ✓ 
V 7 }-- <'.l i 7' tt . ,i/iiL-1U& ~ 3 0 ic. ~ t, • t , CPU 3 1 0) ';f,IJ ~1 ~= tif »::> -c J.ffi {g J / F 3 4 ~ fl' L, T §fHffi ~ .tt 
, 3% f& c ;f1., -re. ,'j' - L f a 7' 5 L>o if 9'~ f:i!S ;{ ~E l) 3 5 ,.c_ * frt c ti ic '® t: Zl 0 c C (f) 7" 7° 1) 17 - :> 
3 / './ 7 }- 1:7 I ;" ~j: ' 7° V -1' --v ~= J: z, ~ ~t ~ ffijt 3 0 {!) ~ i'F ~;: ;;t; 1.:, L Jlli ~}J ~ tt ' v,'ffi * * Im 3 0 h: 
~ &z ·~ n t::. Ng Core ( ~ ffl ) ~ An cl ro id (F<l ~ ) ~ O) 7 5 '/ J, 7 .:t' - l,, J:: ,c x fr ~ .tt 0 ,, -rf" 

- '" ~ 1W i Ott , l'!#ri * ~ m' 3 0 c' W fj' ~ ;f-1 -C v., ~ ·1:f - L, 7 7° 1} Jr -··· V :01 Y i:C:: :t4 t., -C Jf - L. {T) ;@; 

fi ~c": ~0 ~ ;~ 1.H! ~T-" - -9- ~ ~ (ti; 9· 0 0 J~ r::. ' 'ry" - } " ~ tti 10 ~j: ' ~ * ~ ~ 3 0 7:1, G P.d~ ~ ;fl Q ,g. 
ffl ''i" - :>< j,r 7° J,., --1' -'? c:.'· 2:: h: 132 '~ ·si- Q t:. c: -c, 'f v -1· -Z c' L: h"~ Jf' -- l,, fl)* fJ 7£" u' J]H 9 G C t: 30 

[0019) 
r::. (f) ,,i:: -5 i-z.:. , -v ~- 1" ~ ffi 1 o &i , 3/ - .1:... -if' - e .::z ~ .m1_ •ftli 9 .?;; 1o/ i ·f .,,- .. f r j,r u' till L . ~11 rJ.t 

'7 .:r. 7' -er -{ }- 1,r ;~ ,Git '9 G 9 .:r:. 7· ,·'{ - ':/ ;t- ,:'irAf 7K ~ ·®I 3 0 i'J' t, 0) :~ 31< i:C: rt~ t: T f-jr, ·@ 9· Zi C t: k: J:: 
9 , 1:l - L. .~ ;d! fi ~ ft 0 c. t: t; ... T:' ~ .{5 " * k. . +.J· - l~ ~ I'm HHt , ;: 0) ~ ~ iJ: 7· 5 "'7 ~ Jj' -

L, c. i-:t ft ~ as !,,: . X &i , "f ·7 r) +J' 3/ - .1:... ~;: to A T , ~ ·,t~ ~ ttl 3 0 c-' ~ fr ~ ~·1 0 ·'i' - 1., 7 7 1} 

~-y3Yt:1/-b~ffi\!'~:rl~~-~-~~~ffl90C~~~~1/-L.~~fi~ft:£,C. 
~ 'h~ -c ~ ~ o • j - l , ~ ffilt 1 0 U: , 1, ·, -9 t1 C!J fl!; ~ ·c 'f - L ~ ~ itli ~?' 0 i,.: L T ti , S- 7° L-· ,f ·V ,~ 

~~ ;iJIJ 9· .?;; ~ JJU 'fi¥ ¥R ( {~ ~ '9 0 ) i:'' c: ~c: J/ - L cf) .tfil fi h: &-:, ~ ~ .:.;-5: - -9- la:'. t2 ti '9 G =. l:: f.} ·t: ·~ 
0 o ·it - 's;; ~ m' 1 0 tc. c.l:: ~::, ~c ~ {/;I; t: tl ~ 3/ --· L. 1:i.: Lt , 7 7 V 3 > 11' - L , o - A, :f 1.,., ·1' :;...., -;/ 40 
1.l - L. , ff BR •lit ~ ,'j' - J.,. , tJ - F -'i' - L.. ~ (J) f± ~ (J) 3/ - L, tf ~ * t1 ~ " "t - ; ~ ~ 11l J O a) '7 
x. J -tr --1· r- x ti 'f - L. 7 7° 1) Jr - v ~ Y ,c J:: "'.) -r ~ m ~ n ;g; If - 1.,,, (J) Z:i f.~ ti . * ~t..i Mi ·~ ic.. 
.:f5 t,' T OJ] ~ ~ ;t~, t.: ~ (J) (C. ~fl G Zl i,;i: lr) G 

[0020) 
!Ir'f'J * ,~ m 3 o ti: • - ~ mli m:: ft~ ~c :.t-;::; i,,, -c , v ~- 1;;; ~ ~ 10 :1.:,, G m: 1~ L t: "f - L.. m r; x ... f -tr /r J-.· 

V~i7'«-YJ,r~x7'f5~ff~T~~'9~t:.~~~~~ff-(f)fflffl~~H • c-~~. 
1tu x. tf, -1-~ * m ii~, .A'"'< - J-- 7 :t ::,, , Y - L, m .:1 ::,, :,1 -··· ;i,,, 1~ - '/ --r ,r..- ::i > e .::z. - :'if, 

:$< 'Y f ; " ,y Y , & rJ ~ + ·~f ft 1) - 17' -· -~ B' <tJ t;'"< C :t1 G ~;:. tt p_M G ,t1, i;t lr 1 " {tl! u> ~ JR!i f:3 Jt~ f,.:: ts 
i., , -c }i , ;i.f.! * #t ·ifil 3 o n . Y •·-· L. '.Y 7° 1) 7 - v 3 :_.,. :-a:- ~ ti 9· .?;; tt &"> ct) T ::t 1J 'r - ·> ,:i :../ ~ rr 
f.~ f% ~ ~ ~ L fr.. ff: J&i (/) lft 'ffH.& }~ ~ ~ T J;) ~ c 50 
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(0021] 

MM * ~ M 3 0 iJ) 7 - 4' ~r 7 'f· "\' h:: -..J v, T lW.l 2 ~ ~ .R~ L, T Wl qf1 ·r -~ 0 ~ 2 tj: . u,m * ~ f[j' 3 0 (.1) 7 
- .:t ·r 7 ~I- .;;, ~ fflt 2: sl;J ic ~ -:-t 7· o -y ,:; ~ T' ~ ~ G ~ * ~ M 3 o tt , ~ ;.;~ 1n c:: :.r-s iJ , c P ll 3 1 t: 
, :I, -1 ::.✓- :I, -=E: 1) 32 t:, .:i - -if' I /F33 2-, iffi ~ l/F34 t.:, 0.- tt~ :;-!: -t lJ 35 l::, 'ii:- fl; 'JJ., i: :ti. G ll) 

.S. t~ ,fix; -~ ~ if, 1;;; 7.. 3 6 ,-t:'. Jr l, -c Ji. \,, ~;:_ ~ ~ ft'] h:: ffl! ~ ~ ~-L T v-. :ti o 

(0022] 
CPU 3 1 ~t , :>''\. tiP :I, -f:.- 1) 3 5 t;, S ;;1- ,,,~ 1- - T _,( ::..1 ~; ~..., .:::Z T L, ~ 0) ~ I:( 1.1 7' D 1f :'7 1,. ~ ;I.. -{ Y 

;.l. t U 32k: P - FL, n - F l, t::::. ~/ P ""f 5 LP:: ?i * :h .¢.i ·il°/J·"f? ;~ ~ fi ·t :ti o ;{ -{ Y }: ·£ 1; 32 
t:l: , CPU 3 1 7)>; ~ fl 't .=@ 7° P ,;/ 5 L.. ~ m ~ -.r ~ t::::. © &i..".. ;l=fJ v, I:;., Zl , #] x. lf , DR AM K J: "'.) ·c ~ !.& 
·,! Zt. ~ C 

(0023] 
.:i----if I/F33tt' f$'1J X_ ti' 7° L,,-{ _.,.,.. (.1--tf') 0) An~~ U· f-;J· tr G 9 'Y 7 }"\ * }l/, ;.t;.­

;;t; - F , :;J( 1t > -~ -z "7 7. ~ rl) t~ ffi J... J:1 ;~ m c.: , c r u 3 1 cf) tm w ~ * ;z- rn :tJ ,r -~ ~'t€ :m ::y .,r .x 7° 

1...- .,r ~ 0) 'IW ¥H r±1 :tJ ~ mr t: 'ii:- t~t a " illi 1i 1 / F 3 4 tt , 1, - 1.::· ? ::r.. 7 , 7 -r -- 1-,, ? :i:. T , x. tt , 1 
CP /l P F -5 .-,( ,r,;; "? PPP )-'.' 5 -{ 1 \ ~ 0) 3m f,§ HJ :/ 7 }- ? i 7 )UJ: C. .fl S 0) ITT§ o'f. fr b tr t. l, -c ~ ~ 
·2: n, mi {g *ffj 20~ 1r L.., -r -lJ- - ;,;; !!& wl 10 c.: Jfil 1f§ 'J5f r?i':i h:. ~ 1~ e :f't ,;'$"' 

(0024] 
$rt g15 ~ -E !) 3 5 ~i , Wtl x i:i ~ ~ ·r --r :~ 7 P' 5 ..-{ 'f -\"°;. 7 5 ':I ~-- :.i _-/, t !J ~ IC J: '} ~ /~ .(! n , 

::t ... " t.-- - ·r -1 > :'f v 7. -r L ~ ,.r) ti .ff ti 7° o f 5' 1..,., ~ ic: ti ·t ,;'$ o £ t.: , n Bl:. ~ -1:· 1J 3 5 Lt • 'tJ-

lO 

~ .1-:; ~ 00. 1D xP G :&fH~ 1/I<34 ~ P,- L T 3/ - b 7 7 ~.1 1T - V 3 Y J,f:' :~ m L, tt i:bhs h: U: , c rJ) ~ 20 

~L~ij-b77~~-~3y;z-~-~~D 
(0025) 

i.:. 0) J:: -5 7.1 7 ---· ='-f :.;- :J 'T ·v J,i:: :{¾ Z 0 ~ * ~ ~ 30?i, ifll ;t 1-:f, HTMLM :rt t1J 7 Y .{ J1., ( HTML 
-=r' - 17 ) ;;t filij WR L -c f@ tlli * if; -,r ~ ic. lfb {lJ :t 5 ry -tf 1/ 7 r- ry x. 7" ~ {ill x T ,t:; ~) , ;:: ,.rJ :f 5 7 
~J' '.J 7 !' 7 1- T ()) ~ tir:UC J:: !J -tr - I~~~ rnn~ G !td~ l, k HTML r ~ ?l ~; WHR L "C, §'t{'§ L i::. 
HTML 3/' -· 7 ~;: :t;J' J,t~ ·9 .:;, r) .:-c. ~f r-z - :,J ~ ~ ~ ·f J,;., i:. l: t..i'· --C- ~ 0 ,, :£: t:-: , rrfM ,1s;. ~ mt 3 0 ti , 7' 5 
1) -i_f 1/ ·..7 1-- ? X 7 tc. Ml dj. j,:?:-, ~l:: Zl G 7° ':7 ;l ,{ / 1/ 7 r- ( f$"U ft. ti:' . 7 I.:' 1:::' V A 'T 1,, ;(. t± tJ, G -m 
·ffli 'i'5 h T v, .¢.i F l ash Pl a ye r) ( HAS mi mi :W/0 -~ 100 3t 'C %a lJ , HTML -:r' ·--- 9 }i.: ±ffi bb 36 ~ t1 i::. S 

W F tr3 it O) 7 T .,( .1!,- ~ -1)· - l '< ~ ffif 1 D t;, G J:fx ?~ L, , hl::i f¼ SW F ~ :i:\ ,J) 7 7' ·1 Jl., ,0: ".f 5 ? -if' :,J 7 }-

17 :r: 7 & u 7" 5 -:f /( Y 1/ 7 r- ~ ffl l"' t ~ fi c; G c .t fl -cc-~ 0 o 

(0026] 
t£tAf 5K ~ M .3 0 f;: to 1;, T 11' - 1,, t./• ~ fi ~ ti 0 ~ , WU ,:z ~i' , -;l n )f 7 b. ~;:: cl:: iJ :m ;·;:, t:' Zl t::::. 7' -=. 

-~ - 1/ 3 Y ~ ~ {If m 7 ---r ::] :.,, tf i'i/Af *: ~ ~ 3 o (f) 11~1 ·rm fc. * ~ ~ ti 0 o 7° 1...- -t -r tt . tf#J * ~ W[ 3 o 
aJ A J:i -1 >' 17 7 ::: - )', C -Wil x. it· , ?l ''/ "f- -~ 7 lJ -· ::..-' J(~ ;;J{ 9 Y ) ~ ffl i... ' T 3/ - L ~ J'.lli h ~ -ti: 
.:;, r::. bb oJ +1@ ;_,~~A tJ -<J" {;; ;:: c: t/. --c- ~ 0 c, 7° 1- -1 ..i,, 1s• GA :tJ ~ .t-1. re. m ~ tt, *™ 7K. -~ ~ 300) "f 
5 ? -tf ~ Ng Core ( ~1i *~ ) ~ 0) 'f ·7 '.'l ], 7 ';f,- - L, (]) ~ !'Jg ~ ;iffi t:- T V ---- 1 '°' '?& W[ 1 0 h:. ,~ ~ c! lf1 ,;'$ 

(0027) 
:/f{ t,:. , ~ 1 ic.. -~ l- 1::.. 3-~ 11X ~ ~ ~c J;: ~J -C ~ {~ ~ tl ,?;, v ~- 1 '°' ,~ ~ 1 0 O) ~ 1'1~ (;: -:J v, -C , ~ 3 ;z-

30 

~ Jlij L, -c rJl 13.f:1 -t ,~ 0 r~1 1 ti , * J£ BJJ oJ ..... ~ tlli % ~~ 1-:.: 11f: 0 -lj- - .1 \ ~ ~ 1 o (f) ~ tm ;;<,£: ;.;~ 9- ~f o ·;l -1 o 
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If - L, ~ 1* 1 ~ -3 ;.,t - 7 TI' :t=IJ! -?' - -;l Jy i.:. s t-, t Li , :g.. 3/ ~-· 1:.s ~ -¼: ~ ~ B!J '"g G 1/ - L. ~ #>: -~ 75:J 50 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 56



(12) JP 2014-103 A 2014.1.9 
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~) ~ B:f; ~ tt c Jf - L. it, Wil it it, ~'T - J.:,, l{* 1* o) v 7 1.J ·r -1 f:ti 1".J' 1J, ~ 1~ ti l! § ;m Y - J.:.... Mr! i* 
7J' }.... =f:- L .Ji,,:: 9 < ~ t) , l., 7 l) 7=· -{ f@ ff, * ~ I,.., !J l::. ~!{i ~ 'f -- L-• • i* -JJ"- ) ... ~ L ti: < < fJ: 1S J: '3 
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1~ ~ ~ tr J;: :, c: 9 G tc. &~ , ~ ~ &c. &:t 7 L...- --{ i' -~ tr# ~ T G tc. 'irl) k~ ffl fl~ L {~ {$ ,, 10 
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(0044) 
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f::$: o) :~ m <£' ~t * L , -r v) t:J :w: ~ 1?1Hi' ~f Z;.. tt tJ:.; ic. , 1f - l,., ?-= ~ ~ ~ 11 T v, ,Q ~ ~ ~ t~ <£' m v, 
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, 7 't-, -{ "1" A :0'1#': ti 9· G l,,.c 7 ;h, -·· f ~ 7° l--· -{ "'i' B ?.: r}i :iE (FJ 'iE: £¾ c 0 I '!' WI 5t /·C: 5 l % fr1t"9' c .~ <£' 50 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 62



(18) JP 2014-103 A 2014.1.9 
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7' ~ ,{ ·t,, 5 f/• ;l .,1., - :f ~ JJIJ '1N ~ f' 02J -r: ,& ·2: zi~ ~ ~ 2 1f ;~· - ~:l ic FJr ~ L.. Ti..,-, 0 ., 
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~= tt ~ i.R ~ ~-1 :S iJ~ , :t l.., /( i" 2 fl· 'f t...- /{ ,t 1;:, If -- 1"' & cf 7° t,.. ,{ --V 4 tf, ~f J.,,.· ,f 't" ~ )'"' ~ L };: .:ro 
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iA L r.: ~ mri 11¥ ic:. ,1c \., ·, T . !f'-~ ~ 1]) y .1v -·· 7° t1.:: !qi ----- (}) ·'f 1L. - 7° -t:: # m~ I'SJ ij~ !.I ,1 ... - '.f t: L z ~l 'tt 

G~W~0MC.:~~~Cl::~t~~a 
(0098] 

t,( J:. OJ J:. ,j ;'.:z '.l lv - ~j' •~ fl ~ fi -5 C .t ii:.. J:. ') , :In ~ tJJ: fi!. ~Z.: 13 l,' T "i' - 1-,. ~ f* Cf) x ~ !,C fj'. 

'3 ~ ~ v> :f:;1 ~ t,t ~S :># L tr. .~ L -c ,s . -t" (!) .it: <J i (!) 1/i ~ ~ l.} 3/ --- L. ic. :ts i.{, T ml t; J' J[... - ~f· ~z.: m 
~ L T v, ;~ \( ... j)R fJ ' J/' ~ L p~ ~;:. %;5 v, T ~ ~ 3/ -- J'.,., i~ i* Cf) .~ ~ ~ 1i '? L f:: ti T! ~ tJ: \!.., G C 0) 

:l ;v - '1' :n" t:.t it. fifi JE oJ 7 .Jv ::r iJ ;( L. fc t~? -c ·3 Y fl L ~c ff b ;t-1 {;, tt rh, ~ * fil Yr- ?c 13 i:r 
0 ltx 'J ! *§ 4=· '!J' ITT] t.:: -;/ JV - 7" ic fifr j~ L TV' ~ 1J' ·i'§ t.;, Lt, 7° J,.,- ,-( -v }L !J: ru ~i -c ~ ~ !,, , ,.., C 0) J:. 
'5 h: ; -;t l/ -{ ·V ~ ·7 > ,;£' L ~c 7 JL-' - 7 7T i;r L, [BJ e ~i JV - 7° ::::. p,ff -~ ,r ~ / 1,, /r -v FJJ ""0 0) d1' 
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[0099] * t.:... • 7" v /{ '17 OJ ·:/ /J.,. -- 7° :B' H ~ ~ ~ 9 ~ L ~ f;:: J:. ~J , ff.-'( ~c 'f l.,- -1' -'r a) HY .~ 7 Jv - 7 ff· 
:f v -1 -'r }i.: ~ '.zt ~ t1. tr. t L T ,s , y' lv - 7° fi' it 1£ :'if!. {f &c. tt , N fJ ffr -~ J' Jj,, - ~f ~ ::.r ~9 l: ,r 
0 c c:: h:.; -e ~ 1;., 0 * re. , ~ ~ PI im 1:c ,::r JJ.., - 7" ~ ~ Je z 0 t: t 1:::. ,,1.: 1; , t:::. i'.: x ffe Jl~ m t~ JJ: 'f 
;J,, - 7" 7':/· tf'lf J£ ~ Zl tc. c: L, T ,t, , %' ~ 'f& fC ii -~ Jm riJ 1-i~ ~ tl JL., -· 7' U: m r:J 0 i:\J:J c:. ?J: .=@ ,, t: .fl }C. 

ci::. l? , 1J 7 ;i,, -z * - r i, ... - f ~ J:: 'J t'.l ;~ w:i k: 3'!1J mI1 ·r- -Q = ~ ti,, -c ~ 0 ,, 
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:;$: ~ r!J] OJ {{~, O) ~ rn§ ff; ft!;; ~;:_ ta t,, -c , -!J - ,,.q.~ flt HHi , 7 v ~{ q-, ~ :t=m W ( .:f. ~ :;f-; ) i.r' ~ S tc. 
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/c. J: r; , ·7 ---· 1" O) 7° J,.,, -1 ·V O) ~J' 1.---· --1· -\" ~~ JJIJ t~ ~ ~ , im c~) 7° v -{ -\-7 OJ 7° v ,{ i"" ~l '51J l~ ?fij ~ f.b 
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b. 0) ~ fr J.r fil }J L L 11 ? l.. .:::: 'f:j'i -c ~ 0 0 f ftj] F;.{l j tJ: ' ---- 1:i (l) 7° V .,( "'\~ 1J' G ft!!. ti 0) 7° !..-' .,{ -v 
h: $ L 11 J.-,. -~ fi t·' , -z- Cl) ~l~ L ... i.--~ JJ.. ff· lf{ ti ~ ~i. G c t. -i:_:c IBt IE ~ n 0 o J: tc. , ", •f' :h t:.;, CD 7° v 
--{ ·V iJ'; r {ff r.Jj .J r& IE }£' ~ pjfi -9- 0 :tll1 {f ~ fi 'J C ~ h: J: 1'.) ' r- {4' r& J 0) iq- :.1l tt Wf. lti'< ~ n ~ 0 

( 0 i O l J * ~ .l!lli ITT t~ };:: :fd 1.,. \ l ' H:l ,fi\ ~r' ~ '.:'....r I fffe; • :l11* 11/~ 5 6 tl: ' !:B df-1 ~ 7" t✓ ✓r '17 tc. .tt L, T I f ,t, Fill _I 

cl:: L -C :W. ti ~ n. T v, ~ -7 1,., --1· -\7 ~c. 'i1"t L T O) 'JJ. , U:I 61 [ti! li1i ~ lUi~ ~ 'l!' ,?;, o {fl] ;t tt' , ~ 1 He .;, 
9 J: '? i;:: r -fr:j:l FJJ J (JJ Il e ;r:)' l]: ~ .tl L 1.., ·, ,{;; tK fW -c- 7° V ✓r ""'? 1 t./• 3/ --- lo., ~tit -f4; ~ H:I I/1 9 ~ t.~ ' ~ 10 

o) ~.f 1,.., ,-{ -\7 1 uJ I±! .% 7.1 - l.:. i~ #; ~;:: ml -;f ~ HI ,'if, @1 fITT n , 7" v ,{ •\-? 1 t. {':p F..,IJ -c di> G "f t.-· -'i. -\' 2 f} 

7° ]..,, -{ -.r -~ -T - b Efl.. V: 7 t✓ ✓( ·\7 5 'll'• 7° ).. .. /( -<t ~ ·7 - L. ~= io i,.., -c 0) J:J- ~ ;j~ ~ ~-L ,?;, ., ---· 15 ' ''f 

v 1' -1;' 3'h'i :f v . .,( -;f Zi J.r - L. & ff 7" l/ ,-( '1-' 5·/f'. 7° l/ ,-{ 9 G 3/- L .. f,.: :ts t-~ ··c ti 7 1.,., -{ '1" 1 (J) H:I 

ii~ 1/ - L, ~ i* tc. f¼1 -:?' 6 I±! lib filii Jm &t ~ ffi cE n tJ: 1,,, "' 

[0102] 

c .tt ~= J: tJ , IN ~ tE :W i:: %-5 1,,, T -1/ - L, iJl 'f;~ OJ ~ ~ tz:. {¥ -3 1?2 ~ O) r~ ~ ~ W:I ]R L.- t~ ,t L.- -c ~ 
, "t' (J) I& 5 I 0) }1 :jJ -WI l:/'> lj' - L .. ~;: 10 1.,.., -c r {;:p r& J J:: L, T 11 ~ ~ ~'1 -c 1.,., ~ V., ~N 9 ' y - l., F~ tc. 
:to \;' ·c -1/ -- J.-,, ¼t i* (,'.) ~ ~ tr h '? C t it ·r: ~ :iJ:. l_,' 0 ii AE B tB ~ r {ff Fs1 J 0 ~ ~c ~j: J: ~N i:i"· i~ u­
/?.:, tt 6 :: ~ tf ~ <. , Jf' - L. ~ ti- co IR § I aJ J:J.. -~ § itJ t L.- T f" 1$ Fdl J o) ~ %':.. J.r f:r '} ;: t. &t J@ 1:. 
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~ F ~ :tQJ /wJ "'t 1;i ;: (:'. '/:/; ·v ~ 0 "' 
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• ctt.G0~~tl. *~~0~~0J:J..~§~t.Gk~~~s~. *~~~~~~n~~~ 
fB ~""~ i,: rR JE st %i c .:::: z ll ~J L t::. 't, o) 'c' tl: ;;j: v , ,, ib' G 6 , :zt,: f:tf3 t::ffi :~ u.:: :ta tt {;) in ~f:l tt , J_: y::ft !.._.. 
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~ ~ {.-$: 1¥:i ti.'.. tJ: , :4,: S.fl ~ ~ 't.' f,!4, flf:j ~ t°L ~ :>'11 tlil & U =f /lirl: tt , ~ ff!: @ ~ , ~ ·HI ti ;;1., -E- 1) , ~ mI ~ 
-~ ;;I., t l) , ~ * ~'i~ ,-( .A 7 , Yt A }· v -- -:,/ ~ 0) tilt t* i::: • :ill ~ :>'11 tfil f;: t§ }\i ';·t 6 D ::J Y 7 ~ ~ ~ 
·9 0 c c ~;:: J;: ~:i t ~ ffl, ~ tt 0 ,, * t:-: , * ~EJ MB ltf -1.: -~~ t-l;"J ~ ~-1 ,?;, :<Uk Ifil & -cf c¥ il[i)cj_ t;;t , -t n i:; .. (,T) !111 
!fil • + /;~ ?.r ::1 :;../ t:'.' ::i. - .-;i 7 CT .ff 5 L, t L T ~ ~ L , ~ ,fw. OJ :::J > 1:: ..:t - -9' i:: ~ fr ~ {t .~ C ,t 

t/PJ!i~T~0c, 
(0105] 

2i,: ijfJ ~ if 91 7: m flf:j ~ :fl 6 :>'11 ~ & tf + JI~ if·, }ii ·---· 0) ~ ~ , :J 7 }~ 17 :i:. 7 , ::J > ;J; -- .::r- >· }- , 
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number: 16053149 

Filing Date: 02-Aug-2018 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

Filer: James Albert Oliff/Darrisaw Tatum 

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01 

Filed as Large Entity 

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Basic Filing: 

Pages: 

Claims: 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition: 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance: 

Extension-of-Time: 
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Miscellaneous: 

SUBMISSION- INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STMT 1806 1 240 240 

Total in USO($) 240 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 35067114 

Application Number: 16053149 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 6107 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

Customer Number: 25944 

Filer: James Albert Oliff/Darrisaw Tatum 

Filer Authorized By: James Albert Oliff 

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01 

Receipt Date: 05-FEB-2019 

Filing Date: 02-AUG-2018 

Time Stamp: 17:23:27 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment yes 

Payment Type DA 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $240 

RAM confirmation Number 020619INTEFSW00004195150461 

Deposit Account 

Authorized User 

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows: 
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File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.) 

22858 

1 Transmittal Letter 
lnformation_Disclosure_State 

no 2 
ment.pdf 

296fd52405350907bb7d378d77ed37e6c6 
24d26 

Warnings: 

Information: 

1035035 
20190205_-

2 
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

lnformation_Disclosure_State no 5 
Form (SB08) -

ment_Fillable_PDF.pdf a686f2350aa9d6119fbf1 ec33a7ca01 e39ab 
dc1b 

Warnings: 

Information: 

2715982 

3 Foreign Reference R034_JP2014000103A.PDF no 32 
0f57b263ce008c57592a11c3d541 b69ec3a 

6e3c4 

Warnings: 

Information: 

1417863 

4 Non Patent Literature SUPERCELL_D0l 0.PDF no 24 
60Sc1 ddaf938559e43391ea5d82150a5081 

54853 

Warnings: 

Information: 

133176 

5 Non Patent Literature GMO_D0l 1.PDF no 2 
0662ba462 44a44 9f062d0ae 1 82d8ab6a04d 

4f162 

Warnings: 

Information: 

891022 

6 Non Patent Literature BANGACHA_D0l 2.PDF no 11 
218eee1e8cf17c7333bf99a3cc6Sed081202 

7375 

Warnings: 

Information: 
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7 Non Patent Literature 
YAMAGUCHI_Masahiro_D0l 3. 

PDF 

Warnings: 

Information: 

8 Non Patent Literature NIKKEi_ Trendy_Net_D0l 4.PDF 

Warnings: 

Information: 

9 Non Patent Literature 
HobbyJAPAN_Co_Ltd_D0l 5. 

PDF 

Warnings: 

Information: 

10 Non Patent Literature TAKIZAWA_Osamu_D016.PDF 

Warnings: 

Information: 

11 Non Patent Literature TAKIZAWA_Osamu_D0l 7.PDF 

Warnings: 

Information: 

12 Non Patent Literature Supercells_Agent_D0l 8.PDF 

Warnings: 

Information: 

13 Fee Worksheet (5B06) fee-info.pdf 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 

1161623 

be539851 fae2ae5ae46a7561 e6SbScc54ccC 
c1ed 

325392 

42a40f9ceef5 d 3b4c1 fd 713 21 d 7 554 3e0 b2c 
3e63 

439939 

fb5f1 eb87118672efc9331613e07be401 52c 
c214 

651416 

99adfd de 796ac1 4 79189d 2c53 bf94966009 
Sc941 

159113 

152e520382Sf1 7262af2afab 1 b4222d6782c 
ScOS 

125046 

0e8984df1 fba71df0c3186879d588cacee14 
976d 

31007 

92 4c7 607fabb7a0 bed 1f86c48feef0f38922 4 
8a2 

9109472 
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT /DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 
New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. 

Application No.: 16/053,149 

Filed: August 2, 2018 

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME 
SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Attorney Docket No.: 163485.01 

Confirmation No.: 6107 

Art Unit: 3716 

Examiner: J. S. McClellan 

INFORl\tfATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 

directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 Form. Unless otherwise indicated 

herein, one copy of each item(s) is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 

expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 

of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months 
after the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the 
merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection, Notice of Allowance or other 
action that closes prosecution (e.g., Quayle Action). 

IZ! a. The fees associated with this filing under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) are being 
paid electronically with this filing. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge any additional fee (or credit any overpayment) associated for this filing 
to Deposit Account No. 15-0461. 

IZ! 2. With respect to the following foreign language document, for which a 
translation is not submitted: 

Foreign Abstract Discussed in Discussed in Corresponds to 
Cite No Provided 

1 U.S. Pub. cite 1-

6367493v.1 163485.01 
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Application No. 16/053,149 

3. Concise Statement of Relevance: Foreign Pat. Cite No. 1 and NPL Cite Nos. 
1 to 9 are based on a concurrent proceeding in a foreign jurisdiction. 

JAO:BGN/dkt 

Date: February 5, 2019 

OLIFF PLC 
P.O. Box 320850 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 

Respectfully submitted, 

Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson / 
James A. Oliff 
Registration No.: 27,075 
B. Graham Nelson 
Registration No.: 72,699 

-2-

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 

Please grant any extension 
necessary for entry of this filing; 

Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE 

16/053,149 08/02/2018 

25944 7590 01/11/2019 

OLIFF PLC 
P.O. BOX 320850 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 

FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONERFORPATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

163485.01 

CONFIRMATION NO. 

6107 

EXAMINER 

MCCLELLAN. JAMES S 

ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 

3716 

NOTIFICATION DATE DELIVERY MODE 

01/11/2019 ELECTRONIC 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

OfficeAction25944@oliff.com 
j armstrong@oliff.com 

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 
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Application No. 
16/053, 149 

Applicant(s) 
YOSHIKAWA et al. 

Office Action Summary Examiner 
JAMES S MCCLELLAN 

Art Unit 
3716 

AIA Status 
No 

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -­
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING -DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this communication. 
If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term 
adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on __ . 
0 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on __ . 

2a)O This action is FINAL. 2b) 0 This action is non-final. 
3)0 An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on 

__ ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 
4)0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims* 
5) 0 Claim(s) 1-9 is/are pending in the application. 

5a) Of the above claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

6) O Claim(s) __ is/are allowed. 

7) 0 Claim(s) 1-9 is/are rejected. 

8) O Claim(s) __ is/are objected to. 

9) O Claim(s) __ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 
* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a 

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see 

http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov. 

Application Papers 
10)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

11 )0 The drawing(s) filed on 8/2/2018 is/are: a)0 accepted or b)O objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

Certified copies: 

b)O Some** c)O None of the: a)0 All 

1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 

3.0 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 14/409,219. 

Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

Attachment{s) 

1) 0 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) 0 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date __ . 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary 

3) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date __ . 

4) O Other: __ . 

Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20190107 
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Application/Control Number: 16/053,149 
Art Unit: 3716 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

Page 2 

1. The following is a quotation of pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained through the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 

Patent Application Publication No. 2005/0282634 to Yamada in view of U.S. Patent Application 

Publication No. 2011/0124415 to Shimano. 

With regard to claim 1, Yamada discloses a game control method, the method 

comprising: associating, in a memory of a game device (e.g., see Figs. 4 and 5), each of a 

plurality of cells with each of extracted items extracted from the memory (e.g., see Fig. 7); 

sending information to a user terminal for displaying (e.g., see Fig. 7), in a virtual game, a sheet 

comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information (e.g., see Fig. 7), the obtainable 

item information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type (e.g., 

see Fig. 5, element 84, possessed item list), (ii) a number of obtained items and (iii) a number of 

un-obtained items, the obtainable item information being assigned for each user based on 

identification information unique to each user (e.g., see Fig. 7, Player I and Player 2); receiving, 

in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select one cell among the 

plurality of cells (e.g., see at least paragraph 72); sending information for differentiating, in the 

virtual game, a display of the one cell from another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet; and 
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providing, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with the one cell 

to a user of the user terminal (e.g., Fig. 13); 

[ claim 2] wherein the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes 

information for differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item 

associated with the one cell (e.g., see Fig. 13); and 

[ claim 3] wherein the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet 

includes information of a character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character 

indicating a rarity value of each item associated with each cell (e.g., see at least Fig. 5, Rare item 

piece). 

Claims 4-9 are rejected based on the same analysis as set forth above for claims 1-3. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to JAMES S MCCLELLAN whose telephone number is (571)272-

7167. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30AM-5:00PM). 

Examiner interviews are available via telephone, in-person, and video conferencing using 

a USPTO supplied web-based collaboration tool. To schedule an interview, applicant is 

encouraged to use the USPTO Automated Interview Request (AIR) at 

http://www.uspto.gov/interviewpractice. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on (571) 272-4430. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Page 4 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/James S. McClellan/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3716 
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form of the signature. 

Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-09-11 

Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number ~2,699 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the 
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed 
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you 
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 
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Receipt date: 09/11/2018 16/053,149 - GAU: 3716 

Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the 
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised 
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited 
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to 
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested 
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may 
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act 
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the 
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a 
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement 
negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a 
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the 
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for 
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the 
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records 
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant 
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of 
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or 
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to 
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make 
determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of 
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record 
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in 
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is 
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law 
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 
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Ul\TfED STATES DEPA RTME'IT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adiliess. COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 

PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virgmia 22313-1450 
\VVi\V.USpto.gov 

APPLICATION NUMBER FILING OR 3 71 (C) DATE FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE 

16/053,149 

25944 

08/02/2018 Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.01 

OLIFF PLC 
P.O. BOX 320850 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 

Title:GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Publication No.US-2018-0361249-A 1 
Publication Date: 12/20/2018 

CONFIRMATION NO. 6107 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

111111111111111111111111]~!1]!~1!~1! ~!ll!ljlj ~Ill ~II 111111111111111 IIII IIII 

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION 

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above. 

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databases via the 
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/. 

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to 
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1 ). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's 
Public Records Division. The Public Records Division can be reached by telephone at (571) 272-3150 or (800) 
972-6382, by facsimile at (571) 273-3250, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, 
Public Records Division, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet. 

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and 
the dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through 
the Patent Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application 
Information and Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently 
https://portal.uspto.gov/pair/PublicPair. Prior to publication, such status information is confidential and may only 
be obtained by applicant using the private side of PAIR. 

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent 
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197. 

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101 
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Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/OBa (02-18) 
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed Approved for use through 11/30/2020. 0MB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Application Number 16053149 

Filing Date 2018-08-02 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor lfrsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Art Unit 13716 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I J_ S. McClellan 

Attorney Docket Number 1163485.01 

U.S.PATENTS I Remove I 

Examiner Cite Kind Name of Patentee or Applicant 
Pages,Columns,Lines where 

Initial* No 
Patent Number Code1 Issue Date 

of cited Document 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

1 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. I Add I 

U.S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS I Remove I 

Examiner Publication Kind Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant 
Pages,Columns,Lines where 

Initial* 
Cite No 

Number Code1 Date of cited Document 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

1 

If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button.I Add I 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS IRemovel 

Name of Patentee or 
Pages,Columns,Lines 

Examiner Cite Foreign Document Country Kind Publication 
Applicant of cited 

where Relevant T5 
Initial* No Number3 Code2i Code4 Date Passages or Relevant 

Document 
Figures Appear 

1 

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button I Add I 

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS IRemovel 

Examiner Cite 
Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 

Initials* No 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), T5 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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Application Number 16053149 

Filing Date 2018-08-02 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor I Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Art Unit 3716 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I J_ s McClellan 

Attorney Docket Number 163485.01 

1 September 18, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020. X 

2 Media Works Inc. "YOSHI'S ISLAND DS, THE COMPLETE GUIDE". 3rd Edition, pp. 6-9, June 5, 2007. • 

3 DigiCube Co., Ltd. "KINGDOM HEART'S ULTIMANIA". Revised Edition, pp. 17, 308, 312, June 12, 2003. • 

4 Enterbrain Inc. "7th DRAGON 2020, COMPLETE GUIDE". 1st Edition, p. 28, January 10, 2012. • 
If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button I Add I 

EXAMINER SIGNATURE 

Examiner Signature 11 I Date Considered 11 
*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 5 Applicant is to place a check mark here i 
English language translation is attached. 
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Application Number 16053149 

Filing Date 2018-08-02 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor I Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Art Unit 3716 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I J_ s McClellan 

Attorney Docket Number 163485.01 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s): 

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1 ). 

OR 

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to 

D any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2). 

X See attached certification statement. 

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith. 

A certification statement is not submitted herewith. 
SIGNATURE 

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the 
form of the signature. 

Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-12-07 

Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number 172,699 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the 
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed 
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you 
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the 
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised 
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited 
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to 
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested 
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may 
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act 
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the 
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a 
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement 
negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a 
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the 
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for 
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the 
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records 
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant 
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of 
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or 
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to 
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make 
determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of 
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record 
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in 
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is 
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law 
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 
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PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. 

Application No.: 16/053,149 

Filed: August 2, 2018 

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME 
SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Attorney Docket No.: 163485.01 

Confirmation No.: 6107 

Art Unit: 3716 

Examiner: J. S. McClellan 

INFORl\tfATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 

directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 Form. Unless otherwise indicated 

herein, one copy of each item(s) is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 

expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 

of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months 
of the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of 
a first Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee 
is required. 

6237798v.1 163485.01 
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Application No. 16/053,149 

cgj 2. With respect to the following foreign language documents, for which a 
translation is not submitted: 

NPL Cite Abstract Discussed in 
No Provided 

2 

3 

4 

JAO:BGN/dkt 

Date: December 7, 2018 

OLIFF PLC 
P.O. Box 320850 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 

Discussed in Corresponds to 

NPL. cite l 

NPL. cite l 

NPL. cite l 

Respectfully submitted, 

Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson / 
James A. Oliff 
Registration No.: 27,075 
B. Graham Nelson 
Registration No.: 72,699 

-2-

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 

Please grant any extension 
necessary for entry of this filing; 

Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 34519902 

Application Number: 16053149 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 6107 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

Customer Number: 25944 

Filer: Joel S. Armstrong/Amber Cook 

Filer Authorized By: Joel S. Armstrong 

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01 

Receipt Date: 07-DEC-2018 

Filing Date: 02-AUG-2018 

Time Stamp: 14:14:23 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment I no 

File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.) 

262093 

1 Non Patent Literature 
S018_0036D_20180918Rejectic 

no 5 
n.PDF 

5 18b6c9fa5c 798a2 75 5 0c5ca4f2a6bac6928 
053f 

Warnings: 
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Information: 

16488 

2 Non Patent Literature 
S018_0036D_20180918Rejectic 

no 4 
n_ l .PDF 

d7f99bb3bff2d2db 17df828287c49d48f1 83 
cOcc 

Warnings: 

Information: 

1006767 

3 Non Patent Literature 
D007 _Media_Works_lnc2007. 

no 6 
PDF 

cab65136d68688454cc226982af2481 d25c 
74cc1 

Warnings: 

Information: 

1043454 

4 Non Patent Literature 
D008_DigiCube_Co_Ltd2003. 

no 5 
PDF 

47739ceedb 1b3147c3f46642717e4d41 c6f 
025e9 

Warnings: 

Information: 

413824 

5 Non Patent Literature D009_Enterbrain_lnc2012.PDF no 3 
4a9e2e944044 7176561 aac88d036ed2b8fe 

bff47 

Warnings: 

Information: 

1034476 
20181207_-

6 
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

lnformation_Disclosure_State no 4 
Form (SB08) -

ment_Fillable_PDF.pdf 0d2a67008458d4f08a4edd2558201 c8d60d 
c6047 

Warnings: 

Information: 

A U.S. Patent Number Citation or a U.S. Publication Number Citation is required in the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) form for 
autoloading of data into USPTO systems. You may remove the form to add the required data in order to correct the Informational Message if 
you are citing U.S. References. If you chose not to include U.S. References, the image of the form will be processed and be made available 
within the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system. However, no data will be extracted from this form. Any additional data such as Foreign Patent 
Documents or Non Patent Literature will be manually reviewed and keyed into USPTO systems. 

22353 

7 Transmittal Letter 
lnformation_Disclosure_State 

no 2 
ment.pdf 

cbad58a75a4159105f710664bc6817ed548 
db0e6 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 3799455 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 115



This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT /DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 
New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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APPLICATION 
NUMBER 

16/053,149 

25944 
OLIFF PLC 

FILING or 
37l(c)DATE 

08/02/2018 

P.O. BOX 320850 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 

GRPART 

UNIT 

3714 
FIL FEE REC'D 

1720 

Ul\TfED STATES DEPA RTME'IT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adiliess. COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 

PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virgmia 22313-1450 
\VVi\V.USpto.gov 

ATTY.DOCKET.NO TOT CLAIMS IND CLAIMS 

163485.01 9 3 
CONFIRMATION NO. 6107 

UPDATED FILING RECEIPT 

1111111111111111111111 m~mll!III~!~ 11111111111111111111111 

Date Mailed: 09/13/2018 

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination 
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the 
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE, 
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection. 
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please 
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the 
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit 
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply 
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections 

lnventor(s) 

Applicant( s) 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA, Tokyo, JAPAN; 
Tomohiro TSUKIHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN; 
Norikazu KATO, Tokyo, JAPAN; 
Tomoki YASUHARA, Tokyo, JAPAN; 

GREE, INC., Tokyo, JAPAN; 
Assignment For Published Patent Application 

GREE, INC., Tokyo, JAPAN 

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 25944 

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 
This application is a CON of 14/409,219 12/18/2014 PAT 10076708 
which is a 371 of PCT/JP2013/003899 06/21/2013 

Foreign Applications (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at the 
USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) 
JAPAN 2012-140213 06/21/2012 No Access Code Provided 

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes 

Permission to Access Search Results: Yes 

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as 
appropriate. 
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If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 08/21/2018 

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention, 
is US 16/053, 149 

Projected Publication Date: 12/20/2018 

Non-Publication Request: No 

Early Publication Request: No 
Title 

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Preliminary Class 

463 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No 

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no 
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent 
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international 
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same 
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing 
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international 
patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent 
protection is desired. 

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an 
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ 
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific 
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely. 

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the US PTO must 
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application 
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and 
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing. 

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the 
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign 
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it 
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html. 

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish 
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative, 
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific 
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may 
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HAL T (1-866-999-4258). 
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 

Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

GRANTED 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under 
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless 
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This 
license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter 
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national 
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with 
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of 
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and 
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of 
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12, 
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed 
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35 
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b). 

Select USA 

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for 
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources 
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to 
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor 
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states, 
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment 
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop 
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http://www.SelectUSA.gov or call 
+ 1-202-482-6800. 
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number 

Substitute for Form PTO-875 16/053, 149 

APPLICATION AS FILED - PART I OTHER THAN 

(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY 

FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($) 

BASIC FEE N/A N/A N/A N/A 300 
(37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c)) 

SEARCH FEE N/A N/A N/A N/A 660 
(37 CFR 1.16(k), (i), or (m)) 

EXAMINATION FEE N/A N/A N/A N/A 760 
(37 CFR 1.16(0), (p), or (q)) 

TOTAL CLAIMS 9 
(37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

minus 20= OR X 100 = 0.00 

INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 3 minus 3 = X 460 = 0.00 
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 

If the specification and drawings exceed 100 
APPLICATION SIZE sheets of paper, the application size fee due is 
FEE $31 O ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00 
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 
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TOTAL OR TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) 

CLAIMS HIGHEST 
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

RATE($) 
ADDITIONAL 

Ill AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA FEE($) FEE($) 
I- AMENDMENT PAID FOR z 
w Total Minus .. = X = OR 
~ (37 CFR 1.16(i)) 

X = 

0 Independent Minus ... = z X = OR X = w (37CFR 1.16(h)) 

~ Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s)) <( 

OR 
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 

TOTAL OR TOTAL 
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE 

* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3. 
** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20". 

*** If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3". 
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1. 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 120



Application No. 16i053,149 

M. . · AR· .. · ... ·K· ·E·· n···.-·t-J--p· ·. ;o· -.p .. · ·.·.y·. 
,L~. . . .~.. . .. ' 

OF SUBSTITUTE 
. ·· ·E.·-, #~·1·~F• ·1•.··c_.~A·· .1·· .~1-0·.·•···. r -- C ... · ·.· . ✓ -- . 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 121



-1-

DESCRJPTION 

GAlvIB CONTROL :MEIHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

[00011 This application is a continuation of U.S.. Application No. 14/409,219 filed 

December 18, 2014, which is based on and claims priority to and the benefit of Japanese Patent 

Application No. 2012-140213 fi.led Jun. 21, 2012, the entire contents of which are incorporated 

herein by reference. 

[0002] 

program. 

TECHNICAL :FIELD 

The present invention relates to a gan1e control method, a game server, and a 

BACKGRO~1D ART 

[0003] Conventionally, in a battle game server, each user's deck is formed by a plurality 

of battle cards or the Hke stored for each user, and the battle game server allows a plurality of 

users to compete with each other based on the total value of the attack strength and defense 

strength of the deck (for example, see Patent Literature 1), In such a battle game server, the user 

acquires a battle card by methods such as purchasing the battle card or obtaining the battle card 

by winning a battle against an opponent, 

CITATION LIST 

Patent Literaturn 

[0004] Patent Literature 1: IP 2008-220984 A 

SUM:MARY OF 11'-.vENTION 

(Technical Problem} 

[0005} In a conventional battle game server, however, the methods for acquiring battle 

cards and the like are limited, causing the user to lose interest in the game. In particular, since it 

is difficult to acquire a battle card or the like with a high rarity value, the user ends up with the 

impression that such an item cannot be acquired at alt and suffers a drastic loss of interest in the 

game. 

[0006] Accordingly, the present invention has been conceived in light of 
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the above problems and provides a game control method, a game server, and a 

program that can increase the variations on methods for acquiring battle cards 

and the like. increase the predictability of acquisition of a card or the like 

with a high rarity value. or the like, and heighten interest in the game. 

:5 (Solution to Problem) 

[00071 A game control method according to the present invention fo:r 

solving the above problems includes the steps of: (a) presenting a 

communication terminal, connected over a communicat:ion line, with 

acquirable :item information that, for each item type, includes a total count and 

1 o an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when receiving, from 

the communication terminal, a request to present information related to items 

acquirable by the communication terminal; (b) determining an item to provide 

to the communication terminal when :receiving an item acquisition request 

from the communication terminal; and (c) changing the acquirable item 

15 information when :receiving a reset :request from the communication terminal, 

[0008] In the game control method according to the present invention, in 

step (a), a method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to 

the communication terminal may differ between a first item and a second item. 

a numerical value of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the 

20 first item, and the numerical value of the i.tem type being less th.an the 

predetem1ined value for the second item. 

[0009} In the game control method according to the present invention, tile 

acquirable item information for the first item may include identification 

information o:r an image fo:r an item. 

25 [OOH)J In the game control method according to the present invention, 

in:formation on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented. 

f 0011] In the game control method according to the present invention, in 

step (b), based o:n a selection request from the communication terminal, one 

item selected from among items for which the count of necessary attempts for 

30 acquisition is at most the predetermined value may be determined to be the 

item to provide. 

[0012] A game server according to the present invention includes: 

information presentation. means for presenting a communication terminal, 

connected over a communication line. with acquirable item information that, 
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fo:r eai:ih item type, includes a total count and an acquisition count or a 

non-acquisition count of atems when a :request to present infonnation related 

to items acquirable by the comm:unicat:km te:rminal fa received from the 

co:r.mnun:icatfon terminal; and control means for determining an item to 

5 provide to the communication terminal when an item acquisitfon :rnq uest is 

:received from the communication terminal, such that the control means 

changes the acquirable item information when receiving a :reset :request from 

the communkatio:o te:rrnJnaL 

[0013] Jn the game server according to the present inventh:m, the 

10 information presentation means may adopt a different mer.hod fo:r presenting 

the acquirable item information presented to the communication terminal for a 

first Hem than fo:r a second item, a numeric.al value of the item type being at 

least a predetermined value for the first item. and the numerical value of the 

item type being less than the predetermined value for the second item 

15 [00:14] In the game se:rver acco:rding to the prnsent invention, the 

aoqui:rahle item information for the first item :may include identification 

information o:r an image fo.r an item, 

{(HHS] In the game server according to the present in.ventkm, the 

information presentation rr.mans may present infu:rmation on another user who 

20 has ac.qulred the f:Ltst item. 

[0016] In tfoJ game server according to the present it:vention, based on a 

selection :request from the communication terminal, the control means :may 

deter.mine one item selected from among jtems for which the count of 

necessary attempts fo.r acquisition fa at most the p:redete:rmined value to be the 

25 item to provide, 

[0017] A prngrnm according to the present invention is fo, causing a 

computer that functions as a battle game server to perform the steps of: {a) 

presenting a commm1ication terminal, corme1..1ted over a con:m:rnnication line, 

with acquirable item information that, fo:r each item type, includes a total 

so ct,unt and an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when 

receiving, from the communication te.rm.inal, a request to present information 

rela.ted to items acquirable by the comm1.m.icatfon terminal; (b) determining an 

item to provide to the communication. termi:md when receiving an Hem 

acquisition request from the communication term.foal; .and (c) changing the 
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acquirable item information when receiving a :reset request from the 

communication terminal. 

[0018] In the p:rogram according to the present invention, in step (a), a 

method for presenting the acquirable item infon:nation presented to the 

5 communication te:r:minal may differ between a first item and a second it.em, a 

numerical value of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the 

:first item, and Hrn numerical value of the item type being less than the 

predetermined value for the second item, 

[0019] In the program acco:rding to the present invention, the acquirable 

10 item information for the first item may include identification information o:r 

an image for an item. 

[0020] In the program acco:rding to the present invention, in step (a), 

information on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented. 

[0021] In the p:rogrnm according to the present invention, in step (b), 

15 based on a selection request from the communication terminal, one item 

selected from among items for which the count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition is at most the predete.rmio.ed value may be determined to be the 

item to provide. 

(Advantageous Effect of Invention) 

20 [0022] According to the game control method, game se:rver, and program 

of the present invention. it is possible to increase the variations on methods 

for acquiring battle cards and the like, increase the predictability o:f 

acquisition of a card or the like with a high numerical value fo:r the item type. 

and heighten interest in the game. 

25 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

{0023] The present invention will be further described below with 

reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

FIG. l is a block diagram of a battle game server in Embodiment 1; 

30 FIGS. 2(a), 2(b), and 2(c) are examples of an item information table in 

Embodiment 1 ; 

FIG. 3 is an example of a user information table in Embodiment l; 

FIG. 4 is an example of item data in Embodiment 1; 

FIG. 5 is an example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 1; 
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FIG. 6 is a fiowchart of operations by the battle game server in 

Embodiment 1; 

FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are examples of aequirnble item information in 

Embodiment 2; 

FIG. 8 is an example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 3; 

FIG. 9 is an example of a scratch card for selection in Embodiment 3; 

and 

FIGS. lO(a) and IO(b) are examples of a screen for selecting an item to 

acquire. 

[0024) 

{0025) 

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

The following describes embodiments of the present invention. 

Embodiment 1 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a battle game server l in Embodiment l of 

15 the present invention. The battle game se:rver 1 according to Embodiment 1 of 

the present invention includes a communication unit 10, a memory unit U, an 

information prese11tation unit l 2, and a control unit l :3. 

20 

[00:26] The communication unit 10 communicates with a communication 

terminal 2 over either o:r both of a wi:re1ess and wired connection, 

(0027] In association with identification information uniquely allocated to 

each user that operates a communication terminal 2 (referred to below as user 

identification information). the memory unit 11 stores information on items to 

provide, a total count of items, item type, and an acquisition count. An .. item" 

refers to any of a variety of objects used within a game, such as a battle card 

25 constituting a user •s deck, a character, a weapon., armor, an ornament, a plant, 

food, and the like. The item type is a numerical value representing the rarity 

value of the item~ a numerical value :representing the category of the item, or 

the like, 

[0028] Specifically, the memory unit 11 stores this information by 

30 dividing the information among tables. A _plurality of item information tables 

111 a to 111 c, a user information table 112, and item data 113 are stored in the 

memory unit 11. While three item in:formation tables are described here, this 

example is not limiting, and the number of item information tables may be two 

or fewe:r, or four or more. 
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[0029] The item information tables 111 a to 111 c are tables including 

information on the total count of items and the item type. FIGS. 2(a) to 2(c) 

illustrate examples of the item information tables 111a to 1 l le. As illustrated 

in FIGS. 2(a) to 2(c), for example the item information table 11 la includes 

5 item identification information '"UNU ", an item name "ite:m A'', and an item 

type "3 ... The item identification information is an identifier for uniquely 

identifying an item in the present system. The item information tables 111 a to 

111 c are provided with table identification information for uniquely 

identifying an item information table in the battle game server 1 . Here, the 

1 o item information tables 111 a to l 1 I c are respectively provided with "TID 1 ". 

"TID2", and "TJD3" as the table identification information. 

[OOJOJ The user information table I 12 is a table storing. :for each user, the 

provided items a:nd in.formation for calculating an item acquisition count. The 

user information table 112 associates the user identification information, table 

l 5 identification information, and identification information of provided items. 

[0031] FIG. 3 illustrates an example of the user .information table 112. As 

illustrated in FJG. 3, the user information table 112 includes user 

identification information "UID 1 ", table identification information "TID 1 ". 

identification information of provided items "UNI2" and .. UNI4", and the 

20 like. 

[0032] The item data 113 stores data on an image for an item provided to 

the user in association with item identification information. FIG, 4 illustrates 

an example of the item data 113, As illustrated in FIG. 4. the item data for 

example includes item identification information .. UNI1,., an item image 

2s "item A image'', and the Hke. The image data may be in any image fo:rma.t, 

such as JPEG, GIF, PNG:, or the like. 

[0033] When receiving a request to present information f:rom the 

communication terminal 2, then based on information, stored in the memory 

unit 11, that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to 

30 the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit 12 presents 

the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with acquirable 

item information that includes information, for each item type, on a total 

count .and an acquisition count of items. 

[0034J Specifically, when a request to present information fa :received 
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from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based 

on the item information tables 11 la to 11 Ic, the information presentation unit 

12 tallies the total count of items for each item type. The information 

presentation unit 12 also refers to the user information table 112 to calculate 

5 the acquisition count of items fo:r each item type based on the identification 

information of provided items and the table identification information that 

correspond to the user identification information pertaining to tlle 

communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents 

the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the result 

1 o of calculation as the acquirable Hem information, 

[0035] FIG. 5 is an example of the acquirable item information that the 

information presentation unit 12 presents. FIG, 5 illustrates an example of the 

acquirable :item information presented when a :request to present information 

is received from the communication terminal 2 and the user identification 

15 information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 is "UID l ". As 

illustrated in FIG. 5, information 501 on the total count and information 502 

on the acquisition count of items for each item type are presented to the 

communication terminal 2. The case of presenting the acquisition count has 

been described above, yet this example is not limiting, For example, a 

20 non-acquisition count may be presented by subtracting the acquisition count 

from the total count of items. 

[0036] The control unit 13 performs a variety of control pertaining to i:he 

battle game server 1. For example, when receiving an item acquisition :request 

from the communication terminal 2, the control unit 13 determines one item to 

2:5 provide to the communication terminal 2 based on information corresponding 

to the user identification information pertaining to the communication 

terminal 2. 

[0037] Specifically, when receiving an item acquisition request from the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit l 0, the control unit 13 

30 refers to the user information table 112, and based on the table identification 

information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining 

to the communication terminal 2, :retrieves the item information table. Next, 

the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the 

identification information of provided items that corresponds to the user 
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identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 

Subsequently, the control unit 13 refers to one of the item information tables 

111 a to 111 c, randomly selects an item not included in the identification 

inf'o:rmation of p:rovid.ed items, and determines that the selected item is the 

5 item to provide to the communfoation terminal 2. 

[0038] The control unit 13 then provides the item to the communication 

terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, Specifically, the control unit 13 

re:fers to the item data 113 and provides the communication terminal 2~ via the 

communicatio:n unit 10, with the item image corresponding to the item 

10 identification information pertaining to the item to be provided. The control 

unit 13 also adds the item identification infm·m.ation pertaining to the 

provided item to ·the user information table 112 as identification information 

of provided items. 

[0039J For example, when an item acquisition :request is received from the 

15 communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pe:rta:ining 

to the communication terminal 2 is .. DID 1 ". then the control unit 13 refers to 

the -user information table 112, and based on the table identification 

information "TID 1 •, corresponding to UID 1, retrieves the item information 

table 1 Ha. Next, the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 

20 and retrieves the identification information of provided items that corresponds 

to "UIDl ". Subsequently, the control unit refers to the item info:rma.tion table 

111 a, :randomly selects item identification information not included in the 

identification info:rm.ation of provided items (for example, "UNI1 "), and 

determines that the selected item is the Hem to prnvide to the communication 

25 terminal 2. The control unit 13 then refers to the item data 113 and provides 

the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the item 

image "item A image" corresponding to the item identification information 

«uNn .. pertaining to the item to be provided. T11e co:nt-rol unit 13 also adds 

the item identific.ation information "l.ThHl" pertaining to the provided item to 

30 the user information table 112 as identification information of provided items. 

(0040} Furthermore, in the present invention, the battle game server 1 is 

configured to al1ow for :receipt of a reset request at any time from tlle 

communication terminal 2. In general terms, the reset :request is a request for 

:resetting the current user information table 112" When receiving a reset 
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request from the communication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined user 

identification information, the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the 

memory unit 11, the table identification information and identification 

information of provided iten1s that correspond to the user identification 

s information pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 

{0041] Specifically. when :receiving a reset :req,iest from the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13 

changes the table identification information that corresponds to the ·user 

identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 and that 

1 o was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other 

table identification information. 

[0042] For example, when a reset request is :received from the 

communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining 

to the communication terminal 2 is "UIDl ", the control unit 13 changes the 

15 table identification information that corresponds to "UID 1" of the user 

information tab1e 112 randomly from «TJDl" to .. TID2" or "TID3". 

[0043J Next, operations by the battle game server 1 in Embodiment 1 of 

!:he present invention a:re described using the flowchart in FIG 6, It is assumed 

that the tables illustrated in FIGS. 2(a), 2(b), and 2(c) through FIG. 4 have 

20 been stored in advance in the memory unit 11 at the time of operation by the 

battle game server 1. 

f00441 First, when a request to present information is received from the 

comn:mnication terminal 2 (step S1), then based on infonnation, stored in the 

memory unit I 1, that corresponds to the user identification information 

25 pertaining to the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit 

12 presents the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, 

with acquirable item :information t.hat includes information, for each item type, 

on the total count and the acquisition count of items (step S2). 

(0045] Specifically, when a request to present information is :recel ved 

30 from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based 

on the item information tables 11 la to 11 lc, the information presentation unit 

12 tames the total count of items for each item type. The information 

presentation unit 12 also refers to the user information table 112 to calculate 

the acquisition count of items for each item type based on the identification 
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information of provided items and the table identification information that 

correspond to the user identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2, The information presentatio~ unit 12 then presents 

the communication terminal 2. via the communication unit 10, with the result 

5 of calculation as tile acquirable item information. 

[0046] Subsequently, when receiving an item acquisition request from the 

communication terminal 2 (step 83), the control unit 13 determines one item 

to provide to the communication terminal 2 based on information 

corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the 

10 communication terminal 2 (step S4). 

[0047] Specifically, when .receiving an item acquisition :request from the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the c-ontrol unit 13 

:refers to the user information table 112, and based on the table identification 

information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining 

15 to the communication te:rminal 2, .retrieves the item information table. Next, 

the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the 

identification information of provided items that corresponds to the user 

identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 

Subsequently, the control unit 13 refers to one of the item information tables 

20 11 la to 111 c, randomly selects an item not included in the identification 

information of provided items, and determines that the selected item is the 

item to provide to the communication terminal 2. 

[0048] Subsequently, the control unit 13 provides the item to the 

communication terminal 2 vfa the communication unit 10 (step 85). 

25 Specifically, the control unit 13 refers to the item data 113 and provides the 

communication te:rminaJ 2, via the communication unit 10, with the hem 

image corresponding to the item identification info:rmati.on pertaining to the 

item to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds the item identification 

information pertaining to the provided item to the user information table 112 

30 as identification fofo.rru.ation of provided.items. 

[00491 Subsequently, when receiving a :reset request from the 

communication te:rmi nal 2 pertaining to predetermined user identification 

information (step S6), the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the memory 

unit 11, the table identification information and identification information of 
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provided items that correspond to the user identification information 

pertaining to the communication terminal 2 (step S7). 

{0050J Specifically, when :receiving a reset request from the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13 

5 changes the table identification information that corresponds to the user 

identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 and that 

was sto:red in the user info:r:mat:ion table 112 of foe memory unit 11 to other 

table identification information. 

[0051] In this way, according to the battle game server i of Embodiment 1, 

10 based on information in the memory unit 1l , the information presentation unit 

12 presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information 

that includes information, for each item type of items, on a total count and an 

acquisition count of items. thereby increasing the predictability of acquisition 

of an item with a predetermined item type (for example, an ite;:u with a high 

I 5 rarity value or the Hke). :Furthermore, the battle game server l :receives a reset 

request at any time from the communication te:rminal 2 and changes 

:information pertaining to items that are provided, the total count of items, and 

the item type and acquisition count for each itemj thereby increasing the 

variations on methods for acqu.iriug items,· increasing the predictability of 

20 acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game. 

[00.52] After step 87, the information presentation unit 12 may present the 

communication terminal 2 with post-reset acquirable item information based 

on the item information tables 11 la to 1 llc and the table identificatiou 

25 information of the user information table 112 in the memory unit 11. By doing 

so, the user can more easily grasp the number of items for each item type after 

the reset, thereby fu:rthe:r increasing the predictability of acquisition of a:n 

item for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined 

value and heightening interest in the game, 

30 [0053] The remaining number of all items may be included in the 

acquirable item information that the information presentation unit 12 presents. 

Specifically. the information presentation unit 12 may calculate the remaining 

number of items by subtracting the item :acquisition count from the total 

number of items stored in the item information tables 11 la to 111 c and i!1chide 
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the result of calculation in the acquirable item information. 

[0054] In step S5, the control unit 13 may adopt a different method for 

presenting the acquirable item information to the cormnu.nication terminal 2 

for an item (first item) for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

5 least a predetermined value and an item (second item) for which the numerical 

value of the item type is less than the predetermined value, For example~ the 

information presentation unit 12 may display an image for the first item yet 

display only the item name or the like, without displaying an image, for the 

second item. In other words, the acquirable item information that the 

rn information presentation unit 12 presents for the first item may include 

identification information (item name or the like) or an image for the item. 

i5 

[0055] The info:rmation presentation unit 12 may present information 

related to another user who has acquired the first item. 

(0056j Embodiment 2 

The following describes Embodiment 2 of the present invention. Since 

the structure of the battle game server l according to Embodiment 2 is the 

same as the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1, 

the same reference nu.mends are used in the following description. In general 

terms, Embodiment 2 differs from Embodiment l in that the acquirable item 

20 information presented by the infonnation presentation unit 12 includes a count 

of necessary attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical 

value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, The count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is retrieved based on information 

corresponding to the use:r idenfrfication information pertaining to the 

25 communication terminal 2. 

{0057] Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user 

information table 112, and based on. the table identification information that 

corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2, ret:deves the item information table pertaining to 

30 the user identification information. Next. the information presentation unit 12 

refo:rs to the user information table 112 and retrieves the identification 

information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 

Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 :randomly extracts. from 

the item information table, 19 pieces of item identification information not 
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included in the identification information of provided items. The information 

presentation unit 12 stores the 19 extracted pieces of hem identification 

information and stores provision sequence numbers (1 to 19) in the memory 

unit 11. When receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13 

5 determines the item to provide based on the provision sequence numbers 

stored in the memory unit. In other words, the numbers I to 19 each represent 

the count of acquisition attempts that are :necessary in order to acquire the 

item_ co:rrnsponding to the item identification information (referred to below as 

the count of necessary attempts for acquisition). 

10 [0058] Subsequently. the information presentatio.n unit 12 retrieves the 

item and item type pertaining to each piece of item identification information 

from one of the item information tables 111a to 111c. Next, for the retrieved 

Hems, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the count of necessary 

attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the 

15 item type is at least a predetermined value. The information presentation unit 

12 then presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item 

information that includes the retrieved count of necessary attempts fo:r 

acquisition for each item fo:r which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value, 

20 [0059] FIG. 7(a) illustrates an example of acquirable item informati.on 

presented by the information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 2. FIG. 7(a) 

illustrates an example of displaying the provision sequence of items provided 

to the communication terminal 2 as a gauge when a request to present 

information is received from the communication terminal 2, The gauge is 

25 composed of a plurality of boxes. Items are associated with the boxes 201 to 

219 so that the respective counts of necessary acquisition attempts are l to 19. 

Each box is displayed with a pattern that differs in accordance with the item 

type of the corresponding item. 

[0060] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 7(a), when the numerical 

30 value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, the pattern. shown in 

box 204 and the like is displayed. Here, the case of the predetermined value 

being four is iHustrated. Conversely. when the numerical value of the item 

type is less than the predetermined value, the pattern shown in box 201 and 

the like is displayed. In other words, FIG, 7(a) displays the count of necessary 
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attempts for acquisitfon fo:r each item for which the numerical value of the 

item type is at least a predetermined value. FIG. 8(a) also displays each count 

o-f necessary attempts fo:r acquisition when the numerka] value of the item 

type is less than a predetermined value. 

5 [00611 When an item acquisition request is received from the 

communication terminal 2, an Hem is provided, and the count of acquisition 

attempts increases by one. then the count of necessary attempts for acquisition 

decreases by one for ail items. In this case, a.s illustrated in FIG. 8{b), the 

items corresponding to boxes 201 to 219 each shift {move) one box to the left. 

JO Accordingly, with this gauge, the user can ini-uitively grasp the predictability 

of acquisition of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value. 

[0062] In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 2. 

the information presentation unit 12 presents the communication terminal 2 

15 wHh the count of necessary attempts for acquisition fo.r each item for which 

the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, thereby 

inc1·easi:ng the variations on methods for acquiring items, increasing the 

predictability of acquisition of an item fur which the item type is at least a 

predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game. Furthermore, 

20 displaying the count of necessary attempts for acquisition w1ien the numerical 

value of the item type is at lea.st a predetermined value further increases the 

user •s sense of anticipation. enticing the user to continue to play the grune 

longer. 

[0063] The patterns for displaying the boxes 201 to 219 are not limited to 

25 these examples. The boxes 201 to 219 may be painted a predete:rmined color 

in accordance with the item type, o:r a predetermined icon, character, or the 

like may be displayed in the boxes 201 to 219. 

[0064J A certain percentage of the boxes for which the numerical value of 

the .item type is less than a predetermined value may be displayed with the 

30 same pattern as boxes corresponding to items for which the numerical value of 

the item type is at lea.st a predetermined value. In this way, items for which 

the numerical value of the item t:ype is Jess than a predetermined value are 

mixed in among the boxes displayed with the pattern corresponding to items 

for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined 
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value, thereby making the game more interesting and enticing the user to 

continue to play the game longer. 

[0065] When the count of necessa:ry attempts for acquisition is at most a 

predetermined value, detailed information on the item to be provided (referred 

5 to below as item detail information) may be presented. The item detail 

in£ormatiou is preferably the item name and item type. The predetermined 

value is, for example, two. FIG 8 is an example of presenting item detail 

information. The counts of necessary acquisition attempts for boxes 201 and 

202 are respectively one and two. Accordingly. the item name is displayed as 

rn the item detail information in boxes 20 l and 202. With this configuration, the 

user can grasp the item detail information for items that can be acquired in a 

:range in which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a 

p:redetermfoed value. Therefore. the user is _provided with incentive to 

increase the occasions of an item acquisition :request and is enticed to 

15 continue to play the game longer. 

[0@66J In the example in FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b), the boxes are displayed with 

two types of patterns. using the numerical value of tile item type as a standard, 

yet this example is not iimiting. A plurality of standard predetermined. values 

may be established to display the boxes with three or more types of patterns. 

20 The patterns that are displayed may also be increased as the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is smaller. With this approach, as the count 

of necessary attempts fo:r acquisition is sma.Uer, tbe item type of the item l:o be 

acquired can be grasped in greater detail. Therefore, the user is provided with 

incentive to increase the occasions of an item acquisition request and is 

2s enticed to continue to play the game longer. 

[0067] Note that while the gauges in FIGS. 7(a), 7(b), and 8 are composed 

of 19 boxes, the number of boxes is not limited to 19. The number may be 18 

or less, o:r 20 or mo:re. Furthermore, the approach gauge illustrated in FIG. 8 

has an I shape. yet this example is not limiting. 1\.1any variations are possible, 

JO such as a winding S shape, o:r a Y shape with a forking tip. In the forking 

variatiorf, predeterm.ined dummy boxes assigned randomly by the battle game 

server I may be displayed in one of the tv,10 forks. 

[0068] In FIGS, 7(a), 7(b), and 8, examples are mustrated in whtch 

infonnation, for each item type, on the total count and the acquisition count of 
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items is also displayed, yet these examples are not 1:imiting. Display may be 

limited to the gauge, without displaying the information, for each item type, 

on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other words. in FIGS. 

7(a), 7(b), and 8, examples a.re illustrated in which the acquirable item 

5 information includes information, for each item type, on the total count and 

the acquisition count of items and includes the count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value, yet these examples are not limiting. The 

acquirable item information may be configured to include only the count of 

rn necessary attempts for acquisition for each item for which the .numerical value 

of the item type is at least a predetermined value. 

{0069] Embodiment 3 

The following describes Embodiment 3 of the present invention. Since 

the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 3 is the 

15 same as the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1, 

the same :reference numerals are used in the following description. In general 

terms, Embodiment 3 <lifters from Embodiment l in that the acquirable item 

information pre:sented by the information presentation ,mit 12 includes the 

total count of items, for each item type, among items for which the count of 

20 necessary attempts fo:r acquisition is at most a p:redete:rmined value. 

[0070] The acquirable item information presented by the information 

presentation unit. 12 in Embodiment 3 includes the total count of items for 

which the numerical value of the :item type is at least a predetermined value 

among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at 

25 most a predetermined value, as retrieved based on the information 

co.r:responding to the user identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2. 

[0071] Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user 

information table 112, and based on the table identification information that 

30 corresponds to the user identification info:nnation pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to 

the user :identification information. Next. the information presentation unit 12 

refers to the user information table· 112 and retrieves the ide:ntificaticm 

information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 
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Subsequently. the information presentation unit 12 randomly extracts, from the item information 

table, 25 pieces of Hem identification information not :included in the identification information 

of provided items. TI1e information presentation unit 12 stores the 25 extracted pieces of item 

identification information and stores provision sequence munbers (1 to 25) in the memory unit 

5 11. vVhen receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13 determines the item to 

provide based on the provision sequence numbers stored in the memory unit. In other words, the 

numbers 1 to 25 each represent the count of necessary attempts for acquisition corresponding to 

the item identification infonnation. 

[00721 Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the item and item 

1 0 type pertaining to each piece of item. identification information from one of the item infonnation 

tables 111 a to 111 c. The information presentation unit 12 then tallies the total count of items for 

which the numerical value of the retrieved item type is at least a predetermined number and 

presents the communication tenninal 2 with acquirable item infom1ation that includes the tallied 

total count of items for each item type. 

15 [0073] FIG. 9 illustrates an example of acquirable item information presented by the 

information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3. In FIG. ¼2, items for which the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less are displayed with a sheet (scratch card) 

composed of25 cells 301 to 325. Each cell corresponds to an item for which the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. The items for which the count of necessary 

20 attempts for acquisition is 25 or less are randomly associated with the cells 301 to 325. 

[0074] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 9, when the numerical value of the iten1 type 

is at least a predetennined value, the pattem shown in ce11 301 and the like is displayed. Here, 

the predetermined value is four. Conversely, when the item type is less than the pre<letennined 

value, the pattern shown in cell 302 and the like is displayed. In other words, FIG. -8-2._displays 

25 the total count of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a pre.determined 

value among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. 

[0075] In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 3, the 

information presentation unit 12 presents the communication terminal 2 

30 
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with the total count of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a 

pre-determined value among :items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at 

most a predetermined value, thereby increasing the variations on methods fr1r acquiring items, 

further increasing the predictability of acquisition of an item fix which the numerical value of the 

5 item type is at least a predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game. 

[00761 The patterns for displaying the cells 301 to 325 are not limited to these examp1es. 

The cells 301 to 325 may be painted a predt~termined color in accordance with the item type, or a 

predetermined icon, character, or the Hke may be displayed in the cells 301 to 325. 

[0077] Furthermore, based on a selection :re.quest from the communication teiminal 2, the 

l O control unit 13 may select one item, from arnong items for which the count of necessary attempts 

for acquisition is at most a predetemtlned value, as the item to provide. In this case, the 

information presentation unit 12 may present the communication terminal 2 with a S,t.,Tatch card 

for selection in which aU cells are displayed with the same pattern to prompt the communication 

tenuinal 2 to select one of the cells. 

15 [0078] FIG. lO(a) illustrates an example of a screen for selecting an item to acquire. The 

sL-reen displays the scratch card·for selection. Each cell in the scratch card :in FIG. 10(a) 

c-0rresponds to an item for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. As 

illustrated in FIG. 1 O(a), tlm cells of the scratch card are displayed v.'ith the same pattern, and the 

user cannot tell what iteins corresponds to which cells. 

20 [0079] The user cru1 select any location on the scratch card using an operation unit (not 

iHustrated) such as a key or a touch panel of the communication tenninal 2, and the 

cmmnunication terrnina1 2 transmits a selection request to the battle game se:rve,r 1 based on the 

user operation. The control unit 13 of the battle game server 1 then determines that the item 

corresponding to the cell pertaining to the selection request is the item to provide to the 

25 communication terminal 2. 

[0080J FIG. 1 O(b) illustrates an example of cells 308, 316, and 320 being sekcted. The 

selected cells are displayed with the same pattern as the cells in the scratch card shown in FIG. 

-l-02.. Note that the Hem detail information 
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corresponding to the selected cells may be displayed in the selected ceHs. 

f0081J In this way, the variations on methods for acquiring items can be 

further increased, the predictability of acquisition of an item with a high item 

type can be furthc:r increased, and interest in the game can be heightened. 

5 [0082] The scratch cards in FIGS. 9, .10(a), and lO(b) are composed of 25 

ceHs in a sheet with 5 rows and 5 columns, yet this example is not H:miting. 

The scratch ca.rd may be composed of M x N cells in a sheet with M rows and 

N columns (M and N being integers greater than or equal to 2). Furthermore, 

the scratch cards in FIGS. 10(a) and 10{b) are not limited to a square shape. 

lo For example, the scratch cards may be a polygon, or instead o:f being 

two-dimensional, the scratch ca:rd.s may be in a three-dimensional :rectangular 

shape of a dfo. 

{0083] In FIGS. 9, lO(a), and lO(b), examples are illustrated in which 

information. for each item type, on the total count and the acquisition count of 

15 :items is also displayed, yet these examples are not limiting, Display may be 

limited to the scratch card, without displaying the information, for each item 

type, on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other wonis, in 

FIGS. lO(a), 10(b), and 11, examples are mustrated in which the acquirable 

item information includes information, for each item type. on the total count 

20 and the acquisition count of items and includes the total count of items, for 

each item type. among items for which the count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition is at most a predetermined value, yet these examples are not 

limiting, The acquirable item information may be configured to :include only 

the total count of items, for each item type, among items for which the count 

25 of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value. 

[0084] A computer is preferably used to function as the battle game server 

l, A program containing a description. of the processing for achieving the 

functions of the battle ga.u1e server 1 is stored in the memory unit of the 

computer, and the functions am achieved by t:.he central processing unit (CPU) 

30 of the computer reading and executing the program. 

[00851 Although the present invention has been described based on 

drawings and examples, it is to be noted that various changes and 

modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the art based on the present 

disclosure. Therefore, such changes and modifications a.re to be understood as 
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included within the scope of the present invention. For example, the functions 

and the like included in the various units and steps may be .:reordered an any 

logically consistent way. Furthermore. units or steps m:ay be comb-ined into 

one or divided. For example, in Embodiments 1 to 3 • a separate one of the 

5 item information tables 111 a to 111 c is associated with each user 

identification :rmmber. yet for example a plurality of users may share one of 

the item information tables 111a to Hlc. 

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST 

10 [0086} 1: Battle game server 

lS 

:w 

2: Communication terminal 

H): Communication unit 

11: Memory unit 

12: Information presentation unit 

13: Control unit 

H la to 111c: Item information table 

112: User information table 

113: Item data 

201 to 219: Box 

301 to 325: Cell 

501: Information on the total count of items 

502: Information on the acquisition count 
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14 )001259228 UP A 2001-09-25 Enix Corp [81 

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button I Add I 

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS IRemovel 

Examiner Cite 
Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 

Initials* No 
(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s), T5 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 

EFSWeb2.1.18 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 146



Application Number 16053149 

Filing Date 2018-08-02 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor I Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Art Unit 3714 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I Not Yet Assigned 

Attorney Docket Number 163485.01 

1 September 10, 2013 International Search Report issued in Application No. PCT/JP2013/003899. 

2 March 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. X 

3 March 11, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2014-007086. [81 

4 June 10, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. [81 

5 September 16, 2014 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2014-142613. [81 

6 November 19, 2013 Japanese Office Action issued in Application No. 2013-544606. [81 

7 
Social Game Review 7: Social Gacha's payment encouragement scheme has overwhelmed network games [online], • 3ameCast iPhone, February 11, 2012, (with partial translation). 

8 
'POWER PRO KUN POCKET 14 OFFICIAL COMPLETE GUIDE", Enterbrain, 1st Edition, page 157, February 22, • J012, (with partial translation). 

9 'DENGEKI!! YOEN KUNOICHI", Appli Fan, Cosmic Publishing, Vol. 2, pages 116-117, April 15, 2012. • 

10 
'WONDER LIFE SPECIAL, NINTENDO OFFICIAL GUIDEBOOK, POKEMON XO, GALE OF DARKNESS, DARK • UGIA", Shogakukan Inc., 1st Edition, page 152, October 1, 2005. 

11 rebruary 3, 2015 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2014-208126. [81 
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Application Number 16053149 

Filing Date 2018-08-02 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor I Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Art Unit 3714 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I Not Yet Assigned 

Attorney Docket Number 163485.01 

12 December 22, 2015 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2015-131303. [81 

13 ::>ctober 4, 2016 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. [81 

14 December 1, 2016 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219 • 

15 February 21, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. [81 

16 
Nintendo DREAM August issue separate volume, Tomodachi Collection, Shima No Seikatsu Mankitsu Guide, Mainichi • :;ommunications Inc., Vol. 14, No. 8, pg. 19, 2009. 

17 May 9, 2017 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2016-051444. [81 

18 Saka Tsuku OS Touch and Direct Perfect Guide, ENTERBRAIN, INC., First Version, pp. 74-76, January 8, 2009. • 

19 l\ugust 25, 2017 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. • 

20 rebruary 9, 2018 Office Action issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. • 

21 June 26, 2018 Office Action issued in Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-126020. [81 

22 May 25, 2018 Notice of Allowance issued in U.S. Patent Application No. 14/409,219. • 
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Application Number 16053149 

Filing Date 2018-08-02 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor I Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Art Unit 3714 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I Not Yet Assigned 

Attorney Docket Number 163485.01 

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button I Add I 
EXAMINER SIGNATURE 

Examiner Signature 11 I Date Considered 11 
*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 5 Applicant is to place a check mark here i 
English language translation is attached. 
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Application Number 16053149 

Filing Date 2018-08-02 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor I Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

Art Unit 3714 
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99) 

Examiner Name I Not Yet Assigned 

Attorney Docket Number 163485.01 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection(s): 

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(1 ). 

OR 

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to 

D any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2). 

X See attached certification statement. 

The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith. 

A certification statement is not submitted herewith. 
SIGNATURE 

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the 
form of the signature. 

Signature /B. Graham Nelson/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2018-09-11 

Name/Print B. Graham Nelson Registration Number 172,699 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the 
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed 
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you 
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND 
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the 
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised 
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited 
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to 
process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested 
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may 
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act 
(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the 
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a 
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement 
negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a 
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the 
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for 
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the 
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records 
may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant 
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of 
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or 
his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to 
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make 
determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of 
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record 
may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in 
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is 
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law 
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 

EFSWeb2.1.18 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 151



Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 33690236 

Application Number: 16053149 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 6107 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

Customer Number: 25944 

Filer: James Albert Oliff/Darrisaw Tatum 

Filer Authorized By: James Albert Oliff 

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01 

Receipt Date: 11-SEP-2018 

Filing Date: 02-AUG-2018 

Time Stamp: 17:28:29 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment I no 

File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.) 

18319 

1 
Applicant Response to Pre-Exam 2018091 l_Response_to_NTFC 

no 1 
Formalities Notice AP.pdf 

0ccdaad57597f45290e6e7bd688f8c6504bi 
a677 

Warnings: 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 152



Information: 

70290 

2 Miscellaneous Incoming Letter 
Notice_to_File_Corrected_Appl 

no 2 
ication_Papers.pdf 

f1 f969f7bedb264bba 1241 00f454dd5a0c75 
2306 

Warnings: 

Information: 

20299 

3 Preliminary Amendment 
2018091 l_Suppl_Prelim_Amdt 

no 3 
.pdf 

2b 1 bd3e5b0debd88084561ff0a0416e3b01 
0040b 

Warnings: 

Information: 

1119574 

4 Specification Clean_Sub_Spec.PDF no 21 
a 1 fc880 bf023 003f90596e5 c8Sf696b22 77 3 

841 

Warnings: 

Information: 

1119815 

5 Specification Marked_up_Sub_Spec.PDF no 21 
981 3be67 5 269c84d 7 3 d54d9f4 264 fS cf92c 1 

9efd 

Warnings: 

Information: 

21611 

6 Transmittal Letter 
lnformation_Disclosure_State 

no 2 
ment.pdf 

225cb620e9d1 7fa56361 dbb09a4d 1311 bf3 
6f817 

Warnings: 

Information: 

1036074 

7 
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) lnformation_Disclosure_State 

no 8 
Form (SB08) ment_Fillable_PDF.pdf 

49211 0cfbd30eda0ddf6c864f5252ea7c36e 
9613 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 3405982 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 153
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Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 
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PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re the Application of 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. 

Application No.: 16/053,149 

Filed: August 2, 2018 

Attn: Mail Stop Missing Parts 

Docket No.: 163485.01 

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

RESPONSE TO NOTICE TO FILE CORRECTED 
APPLICATION PAPERS WITH SUBSTITUTE SPECIFICATION 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

In response to the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers - Filing Date 

Granted (copy attached) mailed on August 22, 2018, a Supplemental Preliminary 

Amendment with a substitute specification is attached. The substitute specification includes 

all of the changes made in the Preliminary Amendment filed on August 2, 2018. 

Entry of this document should complete all of the filing formalities and fully 

satisfy all requirements of the Notice to File Corrected Application Papers. Examination and 

allowance of this application in due course are respectfully solicited. 

JAO:BGN/dkt 

Date: September 11, 2018 

OLIFF PLC 

P.O. Box 320850 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 

Respectfully submitted, 

I B. Graham Nelson/ 

James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

B. Graham Nelson 
Registration No. 72,699 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 

Please grant any extension 
necessary for entry of this filing; 

Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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APPLICATION NUMBER 

16/053,149 

25944 
OLIFF PLC 
P.O. BOX 320850 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22320-4850 

FILING OR 3 71 (C) DATE 

08/02/2018 

RECEIVED 8/23/2018 
Oliff PLC 

Ul\TfED STATES DEPA RTME'IT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Adiliess. COMMISSIO'JER FOR PATENTS 

PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virgmia 22313-1450 
\VVi\V.USpto.gov 

FIRST NAMED APPLICANT ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 163485.01 
CONFIRMATION NO. 6107 

FORMALITIES LETTER 

111111111111111111111111]~!1]i~1i~1umHi11u] 11111111111111111111111 

Date Mailed: 08/22/2018 

NOTICE TO FILE CORRECTED APPLICATION PAPERS 

Filing Date Granted 

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The application is informal since 
it does not comply with the regulations for the reason(s) indicated below. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS 
from the date of this Notice within which to correct the informalities indicated below. Extensions of time may be 
obtained by filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment: 

• A substitute specification excluding claims in compliance with 37 CFR 1.52, 1.121 (b)(3), and 1.125 is 
required. The substitute specification must be submitted with markings and be accompanied by a clean 
version (without markings) as set forth in 37 CFR 1.125(c) and a statement that the substitute specification 
contains no new matter (see 37 CFR 1.125(b)). Since a preliminary amendment was present on the filing 
date of the application and such amendment is part of the original disclosure of the application, the substitute 
specification must include all of the desired changes made in the preliminary amendment. See 37 CFR 1.115 
and 1.215. 

Applicant is cautioned that correction of the above items may cause the specification and drawings page count to 
exceed 100 pages. If the specification and drawings exceed 100 pages, applicant will need to submit the required 
application size fee. 
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Replies must be received in the USPTO within the set time period or must include a proper Certificate of Mailing 
or Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 with a mailing or transmission date within the set time period. For more 
information and a suggested format, see Form PTO/SB/92 and MPEP 512. 

Replies should be mailed to: 

Mail Stop Missing Parts 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

Registered users of EFS-Web may alternatively submit their reply to this notice via EFS-Web, including a copy 
of this Notice and selecting the document description "Applicant response to Pre-Exam Formalities Notice". 
https ://sportal. uspto .gov/authenticate/ AuthenticateUserlocal EP F. htm I 

For more information about EFS-Web please call the USPTO Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197 or 
visit our website at http://www.uspto.gov/ebc. 

If you are not using EFS-Web to submit your reply, you must include a copy of this notice. 

/agoitom/ 

Questions about the contents of this notice and the 
requirements it sets forth should be directed to the Office 

of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit, at 
(571) 272-4000 or (571) 272-4200 or 1-888-786-0101. 
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PATENT APPLICATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re the Application of 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. 

Application No.: 16/053,149 

Filed: August 2, 2018 Docket No.: 163485.01 

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

SUPPLEMENTAL PRELIMINARY AMENDJ\,IENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

In reply to the August 22, 2018 Notice to File Corrected Application Papers, please 

consider the following: 

Amendments to the Specification; and 

Remarks. 
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Amendments to the Specification: 

Attached are a marked-up copy of the originally filed specification and a clean 

substitute specification in accordance with 37 CFR §§1.12l(b)(3) and l.125(c). The 

substitute specification contains no new matter. 
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RElVIARKS 

Claims 1-9 are pending in this application. By this Amendment, a substitute 

specification is submitted to include the changes made in the Preliminary Amendment filed 

with this application on August 2, 2018. 

JAO:BGN/dkt 

Date: September 11, 2018 

OLIFF PLC 

P.O. Box 320850 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 

Respectfully submitted, 

I B. Graham Nelson / 

James A. 0 liff 
Registration No. 27,075 

B. Graham Nels on 
Registration No. 72,699 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 

Please grant any extension 
necessary for entry of this filing; 

Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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-1-

DESCRlPTION 

GALvIB CO~'TROL l\IBTHOD, GAME SER VER, Al'ID PROGRAM 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

[0001] Th.is application is a continuation of U.S. Application No. 14/409,219 filed 

December 18, 2014, which is based on and claims priority to and the benefit of Japanese Patent 

Application No. 201:2-140213 filed Jun. 21, 2012, the entire contents of which are incorporated 

herein by reference. 

[0002] 

p:rogram, 

TECHNl:CAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a game control method, a game server, and a 

BACKGROUND ART 

(000Jj Conventionally, in a battle game server, each user's deck is formed by a pluraliiy 

of battle cards or the like stored for each user, and the battle grune server allows a plurality of 

users to compete 'With each other based on the total value of the attack strength and defense 

strength of the deck: (for example, see Patent Literature I). In such a battle game server, the user 

acquires a battle card by methods such as purchasing the battle card or obtaining the battle card 

by winning a battle against an opponent. 

CITATION LIST 

Patent U terature 

[0004] Patent Literature 1: JP 2008-220984 A 

SUl\tiM.A.RY OF IJ'l.i'VENTION 

(Ted:mkal Problem) 

[0005] In a conventional battle game server, however, the methods for acquiring battle 

cards and the like are limited, causing the user to lose interest in the game. In particular, since it 

is difficult to acquire a battle card or the like with a high rarity value, the user ends up ·with the 

impression that such an item cannot be acquired at aH and suffers a drastic Joss of interest in the 

game. 

[0006] Accordingly, the present invention has been conceived in light of 
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the above problems and provides a game control method, a game server, and a 

program that can inc.rease the variations on methods for acquiring battle cards 

and the like, increase the predictability of acquisition of a ca.rd or the like 

with a high rarity value or the Jike, and heighten interest in the game, 

5 (Solution to Problem) 

[0007] A game control method according to the present invention for 

solving the above problems includes the steps of: (a) presenting a 

communication terminal, connected ove:r a communication Hne, with 

acquirable item information that, for each item type, includes a total count and 

Jo an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when receiving, from 

the communication terminal, a request to present information related to items 

acquirable by the communication terminal; (b) dete1·mining an item to provide 

to the communication terminal when receiving a.n item acquisition request 

from the communication terminal; and (c) changing the acquirable item 

ts information when receiving a reset request from the communication te:nninaL 

[OOOSJ In the game control method according to the present invention, in 

step (a). a method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to 

the communication terminal ma.y differ between a first item and a second item, 

a numerical value of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the 

20 first itetn, and the numerical value of the i,tem type being less than the 

predetermined value for the second item. 

{0009] In the game control method according to the present invention, the 

acquirable item information for the first item may include identification 

information or an image for an item. 

25 (001@)J In the game control method according to the present invention, 

information on another user who h~s acquired the first item may be presented. 

[0011J In the game control method according to the present invention, in 

step (b), based on a selection request from the communication terminal, one 

item selected from among items for which the count of necessa:ry attempts for 

30 acquisition is at most the predetermined value may be determined to be the 

item to provide, 

(0012.J A game server according to the present invention includes: 

information presentation means for presenting a communication terminal, 

connected ove:r a communication line, with acquirable item information tha.t. 

P0131690-PCT-US {2/24) 
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for each item type, includes a total count and an. acquisition count or a 

non-acquisition count of items when a :request to present information related 

to items acquirable by the communication terminal is received from the 

communication terminal; and control means fo:r determining an item to 

5 provide to the communication terminal when an item acquisition request is 

received from the communication terminal, such that the control means 

changes the acquirable item information when receiving a reset .request from 

the communication terminaL 

[0013] In the game server according to the present invention. the 

10 information presentation means may adopt a different method for presenting 

the acquirable item information presented to the communication terminal for a 

first item than for a second item. a .numerical value of the item type being at 

least a predete:rmined value for the first item, and the numerical value of the 

item type being less than the predetermined value for the second item 

15 [0014j In the game server according to the present invention, the 

acquirable item information for the first item may include identification 

information or an image for an item, 

[0015] In the game server according to the present invention, the 

information presentation means may present information on another user who 

20 has acquired the fi:rst item, 

(0016J In th·e game server according to the present invention, based on a 

selection request from the communication terminal, the control means may 

determine one item seJected from among items for which the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is at most the predetermined value to be the 

25 item to provide. 

[0017] A program according to the present invention is for causing a 

computer that functions as a battle game server to perform the steps of: (a) 

presenting a communication terminal, connected over a communication line, 

with acquirable item inform.ation that. for each item type, includes a total 

30 count and an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when 

receiving:, from the communication terminal, a request to present in:tormation 

refated to items acquirable by the communication terminal; (b) determining an 

item to provide to the communication terminal when receiving an item 

acquisition request from the com.rmmicatio:n terminal; and (c) cha.nging the 

P0131690-PCT-US (3/24) 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 164



-4-

acquirable item information when receiving a :reset request from the 

communication terminal. 

[!HHS] In the program according to the present invention, in step {a), a 

method .for presenting the acquirable item information presented to the 

s communication terminal may differ between a first item and a second item, a 

numerical value of the item type being at lea.st a predetermined value for the 

first item, and the numerical value of the item type being less than the 

predetermined value for the second item. 

[0019J In the program according to the present inventio.u, the acquirable 

10 item information for the first item may include identification information. or 

an image for an item. 

[0020J In the program acco:rding to the present invention, in step (a), 

information on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented. 

(0021] In the program according to the present invention, :in step (b). 

i 5 based on a selection request from the communication terminal. one item 

selected from among items fo:r which the count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition is at most the predetermined value may be determined to he the 

item to provide. 

(Advantageous Effect of Invention) 

20 [0022] According to the game control method~ game server, and progrnm 

of the present invention, it is possible to increase the variations on methods 

f"o:r acquiring battle cards and the like, increase the predictability of 

acquisition of a ca:rd or the like with a high numerical value for the item type, 

and heighten interest in the game, 

25 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0023] The present invention will be further described below with 

reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a battle game se.rver in Embodiment 1; 

30 FIGS. 2(a), 2(b), and 2(c) are examples of an item information table in 

Embodiment 1; 

FIG 3 is an example of a user information table in Embodiment 1; 

FIG. 4 is an example of item data in Embodiment l; 

FIG. 5 is an example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 1; 
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FIG. 6 is a flowchart of operations by the battle game server in 

Embodiment 1; 

FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are examples of acquirable ite:rn. information in 

Embodiment 2; 

FIG, 8 is an example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 3; 

FIG 9 is an example of a scratch card for selection in Embodiment 3; 

and 

FIGS. lO(a) and lO(b) are examples of a screen for selecting an item to 

acquire. 

[0024) 

[0025} 

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

The following describes embodiments of the present invention. 

Embodiment l 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a battle game server 1 in Embodiment 1 of 

15 the present invention. The battle game server l according to Embodiment 1 of 

the present invention inci.udes a communication unit 10, a memory unit 11, an 

information presentation unit 12, and a control unit 13. 

20 

(0026] The communication unit 10 communicates with a communication 

terminal 2 over either or both of a wireless and wired connection. 

[0027] In association with identification information uniquely allocated to 

each user that operates a cm:nmunication terminal 2 (referred to below as use:r 

identification information), the memory unit 11 stores information on items to 

provide, a total count of Hems, item type, and an acquisition count. An .. item" 

refers to any of a variety ot· objects used within a game, such as a battle c-ard 

25 constituting a user's deck, a c1:rn:racter, a weapon, armor, an ornament. a plant, 

food, and the like. The item type is a numerical value representing the :rarity 

value of the item, a numerical value representing the category of the item, or 

the like. 

J0028] Specifically. the memory unit 11 stores this information by 

30 dividing the information among tables. A _plurality of item information tables 

llla to 111c, a user information table 112, and item data 113 are stored in the 

memory unit 11. While three item information tables are described here, this 

example :is not limiting, and the number of item :information tables :may be two 

or fewer, or four o:r more. 
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[0029] The item information tables 111 a to 111 c a:re tables including 

information on the total count of items and the item type. FIGS. 2(a) to 2{c) 

illustrate examples of the item information tables 111 a to 111 c. As illustrated 

in FIGS. 2{a) to 2(c), for example the item information table 11 la includes 

5 item identification information "UNil ", an item name "ite:rn A", and au item 

type "3". The :item identification information is an identifie:r for uniquely 

identifying an item in the present system. The item information tables 11 la to 

11 lc are provided with table identification information for- u..niquely 

identifying an item information table in the battle game sen·er I . Here. the 

to item infonnation tables 111 a to 111 c are :respectively provided with "TID I", 

"TID2'', and .. TID3" as the table identification information. 

[0030] 'fhe use:r information table 112 is a table storing. :for each user, the 

provided items a.nd information for calculating an item acquisition count. The 

user information table l 12 associates the user identification information, table 

15 identification information, and identification information of provided items. 

[0031J FIG. 3 mustrates an example of the user information table 112. As 

illustrated in FIG. 3, the user information table 112 includes user 

identification information. "UID l ''. table identification information "TID 1 '\ 

identification information of provided items "'UNI2" and "UNI4", and the 

20 like. 

[0032] The item data 113 stores data on an image fo:r an item provided to 

the user in association with item identification information. FIG, 4 illustrates 

an example of the item data .i 13, As illustrated in .FIG. 4, the item data for 

example includes item identification information •·UNil ". an item image 

25 "Hem A image'\ and the like. The image data may be in any image format, 

such as JPEG, GIF, PNG, or the like, 

[00.33] When receiving a request to present information from the 

communication ti;:-rmina.l 2, then based on information, stored in the memory 

unit 11, that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to 

30 the communication terminal 2, the :information presentation unit 12 presents 

the communication terminal 2. via the communication unit 10, with acquirable 

item information that includes information, for each item type, on a total 

count and an acquisition count of items. 

[0034] Specifically, when a request to present information is received 
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from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based 

on the item information tables 111a to 111c, the information presentation unit 

12 tallies the total count of items fo:r each item. type. The information 

presentation unit 12 also refo:rs to the user information table 112 to calculate 

5 the acquisition count of items for each item type based on the identification 

information of provided items and. the table identification information that 

correspond to the user identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2. The infonna.tion presentation unit 12 then presents 

the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit l 0, with the result 

10 of calculation as the acquirable item information, 

[0035] FIG 5 is an example of the acquirable item information that the 

information presentation unit 12 presents. FIG. 5 illustrates an example of the 

acquirable item information presented when a reqm~st to present information 

is :received from the communication terminal 2 and the user identification 

15 :information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 is "UID 1 "0 As 

Hh.:i.i.;:trated in FIG 5. information 501 on the total count and information 502 

on the acquisition count of items for each item type are presented to the 

communication terminal 2. The case of presenting the acquisition count has 

been described above, yet this example is not limiting. For example, a 

20 non-acquisition count may be p:resented by subtracting the acquisition count 

from the total count of items. 

[0036] The control unit 13 :performs a variety of control pertaining to the 

battle game server 1. For example. when receiving an item acquisition request 

from the communication terminal 2, the control unit 13 determines one item to 

25 provide to the communication terminal 2 based on information corresponding 

to the user identification informatfon pertaining to the communication 

terminal 2. 

J0037] Specifically, when receiving an item acquisition. request from the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit l 0, the control unit 13 

30 refers to the user information table ] 12. and based cm the table identification 

information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining 

to the communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table, Next, 

the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the 

identification information of provided items that co:rrespouds to the user 
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identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 

Subsequently, the control unit 13 refers to one of the item information tables 

111 a to 111 c, randomly selects an item not included in the identification 

information of provided items, and determ:ines that the selected item is the 

5 item to provide to the communication terminal 2. 

{0038] The control unit 13 then provides the item to the communication 

terminal 2 via the communication unit 10. SpecificaHy, the control unit 13 

refers to the item data 113 and provides the communication terminal 2, via the 

communication unit 10, with tl::rn item image corresponding to the item 

lO identification information pertaining to the item to be provided. The control 

unit 13 also adds the item identification in.formation pertaining to the 

provided item to the user information table 112 as identification information 

of provided items. 

[0039] For example, when an item acquisition request is received from t:he 

15 communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining 

to the communication terminal 2 is '"UID 1 ". then the control unit 13 refers to 

the user information table 112, and based on the table identification 

information '"TID1,. corresponding to UIDl, retrieves the item information 

table 1l la. Next, the control unit 13 refers t:o the user information table 112 

20 and retrieves the identification information of provided items that corresponds 

to "UID1 ". Subsequently, the control unit .refers to the item information table 

] 1 la, randomly selects item identification info:n:nation not included in the 

identi:l:foation in.formation of provided items (for example, "UNI1 "), and 

determines that the selected item is the item to provide to t.he communication 

25 terminal 2. The control unit 13 then refers to the item data 113 and provides 

the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the item 

image "item. A image" corresponding to the item ide11tification information 

~•uNn" pertaining to the item to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds 

tbe item identification. information "UNI1 •• pertaining to the provided item to 

30 the user information table 112 as identification information of provided items. 

[0040] Furthermore. in the present invention, the battle game server 1 is 

configured to allow for receipt of a :reset request at any time from the 

communication terminal 2. In general terms, the reset request is a request for 

resetting the current user information table 112. When receiving a .reset 
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:request from the communication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined user 

identification information, the control unit l 3 changes and stores. in the 

memory unit 11. the table identification information and identification 

information of p.rnvided items that correspond to the user identification 

5 information pertaining to the con:mn;mication terminal 2. 

[0041] S_pecificaHy. when receiving a :reset :request from. the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13 

changes the table identification information that corresponds to the use:r 

identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 and that 

10 was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit l I to other 

table identification information. 

[0042] For example, when a reset request is received f:rom the 

communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining 

to the com1nunication terminal 2 is "UID 1 ''. the control unit 13 changes the 

15 table identification information that corresponds to "UID l" of the user 

information table 112 :randomly from .. TID1" to .. TID2" o:r "TID3 ... 

[0043] Next, operations by the battle game server l in Embodiment 1 of 

the present invention are described using the flowchart in FIG. 6. It is assumed 

that the tables illustrated in FIGS, 2(a), 2(b), and 2(c) through FIG. 4 have 

20 been stored in advance in the memory unit 11 at the time of operation by the 

battle game server 1 . 

roo441 First~ when a request to present information is received from the 

communication terminal 2 (step Sl), then based on information, stored in the 

memory unit 11, that corresponds to the user identification information 

25 pertaining to the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit 

12 presents the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit lO, 

with acquirable item information that includes information, for each item type, 

on the total count and the acquisition count of items (step S2), 

[0045] Specifically, when a request to present information is received 

30 from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit I 0, then based 

on the item in formation tables 111 a to 111 c, the information presentation unit 

12 tallies the total count of items for each :item type. The information 

presentation unit 12 also refers to the use:r information table 112 to calculate 

the acquisition count of items for each item type based on the identification 
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information of provided items and the table identification information that 

correspond· to the user identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents 

the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the result 

s of calculation as the acquirable item informath'm. 

[00461 Subsequently, when receiving an item acquisition request from the 

communication terminal 2 (step S.3), the control unit 13 determines one item 

to provide to the communication terminal 2 based on information 

corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the 

10 communication terminal 2 (step S4). 

(00471 Specifically, when receiving an item acquisition request from the 

communicatio11 terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13 

refers to the user info:rmatio:n table 112, and based on the table identification 

information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining 

I 5 to the communication terminal 2. retrieves the item information table. Next, 

the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the 

identification information of provided items that corresponds to the user 

identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 

Subsequently. the control unit 13 refers to one of the item information tables 

20 111 a to 111 c, randomly selects an item not included in the identification 

information of provided items, and determines that the selected item is the 

item to provide to the communication tennina1 20 

[0048] Subsequently, the control unit 13 provides the item to the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10 (step 85), 

25 Specifically, the control unit 13 refers to the item data 113 and provides the 

communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 1 0, with the item 

image corresponding to the item identification information pertaining to the 

item to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds the item identification 

information pertaining to the provided item to the use:r information table 112 

30 as identification information of provided items. 

(0049] Subsequently, when receiving a :reset request from the 

communication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined user identification 

information (step 86). the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the memory 

unit 11. the table identification information and identification information of 
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provided items that correspond to the use:r identification information 

pertaining to the communication terminal 2 (step 87). 

f0050] Specifically, whe11 receiving a reset request from the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13 

5 changes the table identification information that corresponds to the user 

identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 and that 

was stored in the user information table l 12 of the memory unit 11 to other 

table identification information. 

[0051] In this way, according to the battle game server l of Embodiment 1, 

10 based on information in the memory unit 11. the information presentation. unit 

12 presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information 

that includes information, for each item type of items, on a total count and an 

acquisition count of items, thereby increasing the predictability of acquisition 

of an hem. with a predetermined item type (fo:r example, an item with a high 

15 rarity value or the Hke), Furthermore, the battle game server 1 receives a reset 

request at any time from the communication ten:nina1 2 and changes 

information pertaining to items that are provided, the total count of items, and 

the item type and acquisition count for each Hem, thereby increasing the 

variations on methods for acquh·ing items, increasing the predictability of 

20 acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game. 

[00521 After step S7, the information presentation unit 12 may present the 

commm1ication terminal 2 with post-reset acquirable Hem infonnation based 

on the item information tables 11 la to 1 llc and the table identification 

25 information of the user information table I 12 in the memory unit 11. :By doing 

so, the user can more easily g:rasp the number of items for each item type afte:r 

the reset, thereby further increasing the predictability of acquisition of an 

item for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined 

value and heightening interest in the game. 

30 [00:53] The remaining number of all items may be included in the 

acquirable item information that the information presentation unit 12 presents. 

Specifically. the information presentation unit 12 may calculate the remaining 

number of items by subtracting the item acquisition count from the total 

number of items stored in the item in.formation tables I 11 a to 111 c and include 
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the result of calculation in the acquirable item information. 

[0054J In step 85, the control unit 13 may adopt a different method for 

presenting the acquirable item information to the communication terminal 2 

for an item (first item) for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

5 least a predetermined value and an item (second item) for which the numerical 

value of the item type is less than the predetermined value, Fm· example, the 

information presentation unit 12 may display an image for the first item yet 

display only the item name or the like, without displaying a:n image, for the 

second item, In other words, the acquirable item information that the 

10 information presentat:io.n unit 12 presents for the first item may include 

identification information (item name or the like) o:r an image for the item. 

f 0055] The information presentation unit 12 may present information 

related to another user who bas acquired the first item. 

[0056] Embodiment 2 

15 The following describes Embodiment 2 of the present invention. Since 

the structure of the battle game server l according to Embodiment 2 is the 

same as the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1, 

the same :reference numerals are used in the following description. In general 

terms, Embodiment 2 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirable item 

20 information presented by the information presentation unit 12 includes a count 

of necessary attempts fo:r acquisition for each item for which the numerical 

value of the item type is at least a predetermined value. The count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is retrieved based on information 

corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the 

25 communication terminal 2. 

[0057} Specifically, the information p:rese:ntat:ion \rnH 12 refers to the user 

information table 112, and based on the table identification information that 

corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to 

30 the user identification information. Next, the information presentation unit 12 

refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the identification 

information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 

Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 randomly extracts, from 

the item information table, l 9 pieces of item :identification information not 
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included .i.n the identification information of provided item.s. The inf'ormation 

presentation unit 12 stores the 19 extracted pieces of item identification 

information and stores provision sequence numbers (1 to 19) in the memory 

unit 1 J, When receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13 

5 determines the item to provide based on the provision sequence numbers 

stored in the memory unit. In other words, the numbers 1 to 19 each :represent 

the count of acquisition attempts that: are necessary in order to acquire the 

item_ corresponding to the item identificati.on en formation (referred to below as 

the count of necessary attempts for acquisition), 

10 [0058J Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the 

item and item type pertaining to each piece of item identification information 

from one of the hem information tables 11 la to 1 H c. Next. fo:r the retrieved 

items. the information presentation unit 12 :retrieves the count of necessary 

attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical value o.f the 

15 item type is at least a predetermined value. The information presentation unit 

12 then presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item 

information that includes the retrieved count of necessary attempts :fo:r 

acquisition fo:r each item for which tlle numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value. 

20 [0059] FIG 7(a) illustrates an example of acquirable item information 

presented by the information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 2. FIG. 7(a) 

illustrates an example of displaying the provision sequence of items provided 

to the communication terminal 2 as a gauge when a request to present 

information is received from the communication terminal 2. The gauge is 

25 composed of a plurality of boxes. Items are associated with the boxes 201 to 

219 so that the respective counts of necessary acquisition attempts a:re 1 to 19. 

Each box is displayed with a pattern that differs in accordance with the ite.m. 

type of the corresponding item. 

[0060] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 7(a), when the nume:dcal 

30 value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, the pattern shown in 

box. 204 and the like is displayed. Here, the case of the predetermined value 

being four is illustrated. Conversely, when the numerical vaJu.e of the item 

type is less than the predetermined value, the pattern shown in box 201 and 

the like is displayed. In other words, FIG. 7(a) displays the count of necessary 
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attempts for acquisition for each item fo:r which the numerical value of the 

item type is at least a predetermined value, FIG. 8(a) also displays each count 

of necessary attempts for acquisition when the numerical value of the item 

type is iess than a predetermined value. 

5 [00611 When au item acquisition :request is .received f.rom the 

conu:mmication terminal 2, an item is provided, and the count of acquisition 

attempts increases by one, then the count of necessary attempts for acquisition 

decreases by one for an items. In this cas:e, as illustrated in FIG. 8(b}, the 

items co:rresponding to boxes 201 to 219 each shift(movc) one box to the left. 

rn Accordingly, with this gauge, the user can intuitively grasp the predictability 

of acquisition of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value, 

(00621 In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 2. 

the information presentation unit 12 presents the communication terminal 2 

l 5 with the count of necessary attempts for acquisition for ea.ch item for which 

the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, thereby 

increasing the variations on methods for acquiring items, increasing the 

predictability of acquisition of an item for which the item type is at least a 

predetermined value, and heightening interest in the- game, Furthermore, 

20 displaying the count of necessary attempts fo.r acquisition when the numerical 

value of the item type is at least a predetermined value further increases the 

user's sense of anticipation, enticing the user to continue to play the game 

longer, 

[0063] The patterns for displaying the boxes 201 to 219 are not limited to 

25 these examples. The boxes 201 to 219 may be painted a predetermined color 

in accordance with the iten1 type, 01· a predetermined icon. character, or the 

like may be displayed in the boxes 201 to 219. 

[0064] A certain percentage of the boxes for which the :o:ume:rical value of 

the item type is less than a predetermined value may he displayed with the 

30 same pattern as boxes corresponding to items for which the numerical value of 

the item type is at least a predetermined value. In this way. items for which 

the numerical value of the item type is less than a predetermined value are 

mixed in among the boxes displayed with the pattern corresponding to items 

for which the 11u:mericaI value of the item type is at least a predetermined 
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value, thereby making the game more interesting and enticing the user to 

continue to play the game longer. 

[0065] When the count of necessary attempts fo:r acquisition is at most a 

predete:rmine<l value, detailed information on the item to be provided (referred 

5 to below as item detail information) may be presented. The item detail 

information is preferably the item name and item type. The predetermined 

value is, for example, two. FIG. 8 is an example of presenting item detail 

information. The counts of necessary acquisition attempts for box.es 201 and 

202 are respectively one and two. Accordingly, the item name is displayed as 

1 o the item detail information in boxes 201 and 202. With this configuration, the 

user can grasp the item detail information for items that can be acquired in a 

range in which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a 

predetermined value. Therefore, the user is provided with incentive to 

increase the occasions of an item acquisition request and is enticed to 

15 continue to play the game longer. 

[0066] In the example in FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b), the boxes are displayed with 

two types of patterns, using the numerical value of the item type as a standard, 

yet th-is example is not limiting, A plurality of standard predetermined values 

may be established to display the boxes with three or more types of patterns. 

20 The patterns that are displayed may also be increased as the cma:nt of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is smaUer. "\Vith this approach, as the c-ount 

of necessary attempts fo:r acquisition is smaller, tho item type of the Hem to be 

acquired can be grasped in greater detail, Therefore, the user is provided with 

incentive to increase the occasions of an item acquisition request and is 

25 enticed to continue to play the game longer. 

(0067] Note that while the gauges in FIGS, 7(a), 7(b), and 8 a.re composed 

of 19 boxes, the number of boxes is not limited to 19. The number may be 18 

or less, or 20 or mo:re. Furthermore, the approach gauge illustrated in FIG. g 

has an I shape, yet this example is not limiting. Many variations are possible, 

30 such as a winding S shape, or a Y shape with a forking tip. In the forking 

variation-, predetermined dummy boxes assigned :randomly by the battle game 

server 1 may be displayed in one of the two forks, 

f0068] In FIGS, 7(a), 7(b), a.11d 8, examples are illustrated in which 

information, for each item type, on the total count and the acquisition count of 
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items is also displayed, yet these examples are not limiting. Display may be 

limited to the gauge. without disp]aying the in.formation, for each item type, 

on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other words, in FIGS, 

7(a}, 7(b). and 8, examples am illustrated in which the acquirable item 

5 information includes information, for each item type, on the total count and 

the acquisition count of items and includes the count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition for each item fo:r which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value, yet these examples are not limiting, The 

acquirable item information may be configured to include only the count of 

lo necessary attempts fo:r acquisition for each item for which the numerical value 

of the item ty't)e is at least a predetermined value. 

[00691 Embodiment 3 

The following describes Embodiment 3 of the present invention. Since 

the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 3 is the 

IS same as the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1, 

the same :reference numerals are used in. the following description. In general 

terms. Embodiment 3 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirable item 

information presented by the information presentation unit 12 includes the 

total count of items, for each item type, among items for which the count of 

20 necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value. 

[0070] · The acquirable item information presented by the information 

presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3 includes the total count of items fo:r 

which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined value 

among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at 

25 most a predetermined value, as retdeved based on the information 

corresponding to the use:r identification information pertaining to the 

commun:lcation terminal 2. 

[0071) Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user 

information table 112. and based on the table identification information that 

30 corresponds to the use:r identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to 

the user identification information. Next, the information presentation unit 12 

refers to the user information table 112 and :retrieves the identification 

information of provided items pertaining to the communication tern1inal 2. 
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Subsequently, the infr;rmation presentatfon unit 12 randomly extracts, from the item infonnation 

table, 25 pieces of item identification infonnation not included in the identification information 

of provided items. The infi.xmatfon presentation unit 12 stores the 25 extracted pieces of item 

identification information and stores provision sequence numbers (1 to 25) in the memory unit 

5 11. \\t'hen receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13 determines the item to 

provide based on the provision sequence numbers stored in the memory unit In other words, the 

numbers 1 to 25 each represent the count of necessary attempts for acquisition corresponding to 

the item identification information. 

[0072] Subsequently, the infonnation presentation unit 12 retrieves the item and item 

10 type pe11aining to each piece of item identification information from one of the item informatjon 

tables 111 a to 111 c. The information presentation unit 12 then tallies the total count of items fb:r 

which the numerical value of the retrieved item type is at least a predetermined number and 

presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information that includes the tallied 

total count of items for each item type, 

15 [0073] FIG. 9 illustrates an example of acquirable item information presented by the 

information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3. In FIG. 9, items for which the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or 1ess are displayed with a sheet (scratch card) 

composed of25 cells 301 to 325. Each cell corresponds to an item for ,1vhich the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. The items for which the count of necessary 

20 attempts for acquisition is 25 or less are randomly associated with the cells 301 to 325. 

[0074] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 9, when the numerical value of the item type 

is at least a predetermined value, the paU(-'ITI shown in cell 301 and the like is displayed. Here, 

the predetermined value is four. Conversely, when the item type is less than the predetermined 

value, the pattem shown in cell 302 and the like is displayed, In other words, FIG. 9 displays the 

25 total count of items for which the numerical value of the itl,"ffi type is at least a predetermined 

value among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. 

[0075] In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 3, the 

infonnation presentation unit 12 presents the communication tem1inal 2 

30 
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with the total count of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a 

predetermined value ainong items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at 

most a predetem1ined value, thereby increasing the variations on methods for acquiring items, 

furth~'T increasing the predictability of acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the 

5 jtem type is at least a predetem1ined value, and heightening interest in the game. 

[0076] The patterns for displaying the cells 301 to 325 are not limited to these exarnples. 

The cells 301 to 325 may be painted a predetermined color in accordance with the item type, or a 

predetermined icon, character, or the like may be displayed in the cells 301 to 325. 

{0077] Furthermore, based on a selection request from the communication tenninal 2, the 

10 control unit 13 may select one item, from among items for which the count of necessary attempts 

for acquisition is at most a predetermined value, as the item to provide. In this ca..<se, the 

information presentation unit 12 may present the communication terminal 2 with a scratch card 

for selection in which aH cells are displayed with the same pattern to prompt the communication 

tem1inal 2 to select one of the cells. 

15 [0078) FIG. lO(a) illustrates an example of a screen for selecting an item to acquire. The 

screen displays the scratch card for selection. Each cell in the scratch card in FIG. lO(a) 

corresponds to an item for which the count of necessary attempts fo:r acquisition is 25 or less. As 

illustrated in FIG. 10(a), the cells of the scratch card are displayed with the same pattern, and the 

user cannot tell what ittmis corresponds to which cells. 

20 [0079J TI1e user can select any location on the scratch card using an operation unit (not 

illustrated) such as a key or a touch panel of the communication terminal 2, and the 

communication terminal 2 transmits a selection request to the battle game server 1 based on the 

user operation. The control unit 13 of the battle game server 1 then detennines that the item 

corresponding to the cell pertaining to the selection request is the item to provide to the 

25 communication tenninal 2. 

[00801 FIG. lO(b) illustrates an example of cells 308, 316; and 320 being selected. The 

selected cells are displayed with the same pattern as the cells in the scratch card shov,m in FIG. 9. 

Note that the item detail infi.1rmation 
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corresponding to the selected cells may be displayed in the selected cells, 

[0081) In this way, the variations on methods for acquiring items can be 

further increased, the predictability of acquisition of an item with a high item 

type can be further increased, and interest in the game can be heightened. 

5 [0082} The scratch cards in FIGS. 9, 10(a), and lO(b) are composed of 25 

cells in a sheet with 5 rows and 5 columns, yet this example is not limiting. 

The scratch card may be composed. of M x N cells in a sheet with M rows and 

N columns (!vi and N being integers greater than or equal to 2), Furthermore, 

the scratch ca:rds in FIGS. lO(a) and 10(b) are not limited to a square shape. 

10 For example, the scratch cards may be a polygon, or instead of being 

two-dimensional, the scratch cards may be in a three-dimensional rectangular 

sh.ape of a die. 

[0083] In FIGS. 9, 10(a). and 1 O(b), examples are illustrated in which 

information, fo:r each item type, on the total count and the acquisition count of 

15 items is also displayed. yet these examples are not: limiting. Display may be 

limited to the scratch card, without displaying the information, for each item 

type, on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other words, in 

FIGS. lO(a), lO(b), and 11. examples are mustrate.d in which the acquirable 

item information includes information, for each item type. on the total count 

20 and the acquisition count of items and includes the total count of items, for 

each item type, among items for which the count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition is at :most a predetermined value, yet these examples are not 

limiting. The acquirable item information may be configured to in.elude only 

tile total count of items, for each item type, among items for which the count 

25 of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value. 

[0084] A computer is preferably used to function as the battle ga1ue server 

1. A program containing a description of the processing for achieving the 

functions of the battle game server l is stored in the memory unit of the 

computer, and the functions are achieved by the central processing unit (CPU) 

30 of the computer reading and executing the program. 

[0085] Although the present invention baa been described based on 

drawings and examples, it is to be noted that various changes and 

modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the art based. on the present 

disclosure. Therefore, such changes and modifications are to be understood as 
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included within the scope of the present invention. For example, the functions 

and the like included in the various units and steps may be :reordered in any 

logically consistent way, Furthermore, units or steps may be combined into 

one or divided. For example, in Embodiments 1 to 3, a separate one of the 

s item information tables 11 la to 111 c is associated with each user 

identification number, yet for example a plurality of users may share one of 

the item information tables 11 la to 11 lc, 

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST 

10 [0086] 1; Battle game server 

15 

20 

2: Communication termina1 

10: Communication unit 

l 1: Memory unit 

12: Information presentation unit 

13: Controi unit 

111 a to 111 c: Item information table 

112: User info:rma.tion table 

113: Item data 

201 to 219: Box 

301 to 325: Cell 

50 i: Information on the total count of items 

502: Information on the acquisition count 
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ABSTRACT 

A game control method, game server, and program can increase variations on methods 

for acquiring items, increase the predictability of acquisition of an item with a high rarity value 

or the like, and heighten interest in the game. Included are the steps of presenting a 

communication terminal, connected over a communication line, with acquirable item information 

that, for each item type, includes a total count and an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count 

of items when receiving, from the communication terminal, a request to present information 

related to items acquirable by the communication terminal, determining an item to provide to the 

communication terminal when receiving an item acquisition request from the communication 

terminal, and changing the acquirable item information when receiving a reset request from the 

communication terminal. 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 189



CLAIMS 

1. A game control method executed by a game server, the method comprising: 

associating, in a memory of the game server, each of a plurality of cells with each of 

extracted items extracted from the memory; 

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet 

comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item 

information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (ii) a 

number of obtained items and (iii) a number of un-obtained items, the obtainable item 

information being assigned for each user based on identification information unique to each user; 

receiving, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select one cell 

among the plurality of cells; 

sending information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one cell from 

another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet; and 

providing, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with the 

one cell to a user of the user terminal. 

2. The game control method of claim 1, wherein 

the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for 

differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with the 

one cell. 

3. The game control method of claim 1, wherein 

the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information of a 

character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity value of 

each item associated with each cell. 
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4. A game server comprising: 

a memory in which each of a plurality of cells is associated with each of extracted items 

extracted from the memory; and 

a controller configured to 

send information to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet 

comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item 

information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (ii) a 

number of obtained items and (iii) a number of un-obtained items, the obtainable item 

information being assigned for each user based on identification information unique to each user, 

receive, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select 

one cell among the plurality of cells, 

send information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one cell 

from another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet, and 

provide, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with 

the one cell to a user of the user terminal. 

5. The game server of claim 4, wherein 

the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for 

differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with the 

one cell. 

6. The game server of claim 4, wherein 

the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information of a 

character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity value of 

each item associated with each cell. 
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7. A non-transitory computer readable recording medium having stored thereon 

instructions to be executed on a computer, the instructions causing the computer to perform the 

steps of: 

associating, in a memory of the computer, each of a plurality of cells with each of 

extracted items extracted from the memory; 

sending information to a user terminal for displaying, in a virtual game, a sheet 

comprising the plurality of cells and obtainable item information, the obtainable item 

information comprising at least one of (i) a total number of items for each item type, (ii) a 

number of obtained items and (iii) a number of un-obtained items, the obtainable item 

information being assigned for each user based on identification information unique to each user; 

receiving, in the virtual game, a selection request from the user terminal to select one cell 

among the plurality of cells; 

sending information for differentiating, in the virtual game, a display of the one cell from 

another cell of the plurality of cells in the sheet; and 

providing, in the virtual game, an item of the extracted items that is associated with the 

one cell to a user of the user terminal. 

8. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 7, wherein 

the information for differentiating the display of the one cell includes information for 

differentiating a pattern of the one cell according to the item type of the item associated with the 

one cell. 

9. The non-transitory computer readable recording medium of claim 7, wherein 
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the information sent to the user terminal for displaying the sheet includes information of a 

character to be displayed in each of the plurality of cells, the character indicating a rarity value of 

each item associated with each cell. 
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DESCRIPTION 

GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. Application No. 14/409,219 filed 

December 18, 2014, which is based on and claims priority to and the benefit of Japanese Patent 

Application No. 2012-140213 filed Jun. 21, 2012, the entire contents of which are incorporated 

herein by reference. 

[0002] 

program. 

TECHNICAL FIELD 

The present invention relates to a game control method, a game server, and a 

BACKGROUND ART 

[0003] Conventionally, in a battle game server, each user's deck is formed by a plurality 

of battle cards or the like stored for each user, and the battle game server allows a plurality of 

users to compete with each other based on the total value of the attack strength and defense 

strength of the deck (for example, see Patent Literature 1 ). In such a battle game server, the user 

acquires a battle card by methods such as purchasing the battle card or obtaining the battle card 

by winning a battle against an opponent. 

CITATION LIST 

Patent Literature 

[0004] Patent Literature 1: JP 2008-220984 A 

SUMMARY OF INVENTION 

(Technical Problem) 

[0005] In a conventional battle game server, however, the methods for acquiring battle 

cards and the like are limited, causing the user to lose interest in the game. In particular, since it 

is difficult to acquire a battle card or the like with a high rarity value, the user ends up with the 

impression that such an item cannot be acquired at all and suffers a drastic loss of interest in the 

game. 

[0006] Accordingly, the present invention has been conceived in light of 
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the above problems and provides a game control method, a game server, and a 

program that can increase the variations on methods for acquiring battle cards 

and the like, increase the predictability of acquisition of a card or the like 

with a high rarity value or the like, and heighten interest in the game. 

5 (Solution to Problem) 

[0007] A game control method according to the present invention for 

solving the above problems includes the steps of: (a) presenting a 

communication terminal, connected over a communication line, with 

acquirable item information that, for each item type, includes a total count and 

Io an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when receiving, from 

the communication terminal, a request to present information related to items 

acquirable by the communication terminal; (b) determining an item to provide 

to the communication terminal when receiving an item acquisition request 

from the communication terminal; and (c) changing the acquirable item 

15 information when receiving a reset request from the communication terminal. 

[0008] In the game control method according to the present invention, in 

step (a), a method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to 

the communication terminal may differ between a first item and a second item, 

a numerical value of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the 

20 first item, and the numerical value of the item type being less than the 

predetermined value for the second item. 

[0009] In the game control method according to the present invention, the 

acquirable item information for the first item may include identification 

information or an image for an item. 

25 [0010] In the game control method according to the present invention, 

information on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented. 

[0011] In the game control method according to the present invention, in 

step (b), based on a selection request from the communication terminal, one 

item selected from among items for which the count of necessary attempts for 

30 acquisition is at most the predetermined value may be determined to be the 

item to provide. 

[0012] A game server according to the present invention includes: 

information presentation means for presenting a communication terminal, 

connected over a communication line, with acquirable item information that, 
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for each item type, includes a total count and an acquisition count or a 

non-acquisition count of items when a request to present information related 

to items acquirable by the communication terminal is received from the 

communication terminal; and control means for determining an item to 

5 provide to the communication terminal when an item acquisition request is 

received from the communication terminal, such that the control means 

changes the acquirable item information when receiving a reset request from 

the communication terminal. 

[0013] In the game server according to the present invention, the 

10 information presentation means may adopt a different method for presenting 

the acquirable item information presented to the communication terminal for a 

first item than for a second item, a numerical value of the item type being at 

least a predetermined value for the first item, and the numerical value of the 

item type being less than the predetermined value for the second item 

15 [0014] In the game server according to the present invention, the 

acquirable item information for the first item may include identification 

information or an image for an item. 

[0015] In the game server according to the present invention, the 

information presentation means may present information on another user who 

20 has acquired the first item. 

[0016] In the game server according to the present invention, based on a 

selection request from the communication terminal, the control means may 

determine one item selected from among items for which the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is at most the predetermined value to be the 

25 item to provide. 

[0017] A program according to the present invention is for causing a 

computer that functions as a battle game server to perform the steps of: (a) 

presenting a communication terminal, connected over a communication line, 

with acquirable item information that, for each item type, includes a total 

30 count and an acquisition count or a non-acquisition count of items when 

receiving, from the communication terminal, a request to present information 

related to items acquirable by the communication terminal; (b) determining an 

item to provide to the communication terminal when receiving an item 

acquisition request from the communication terminal; and ( c) changing the 
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acquirable item information when receiving a reset request from the 

communication terminal. 

[0018] In the program according to the present invention, in step (a), a 

method for presenting the acquirable item information presented to the 

5 communication terminal may differ between a first item and a second item, a 

numerical value of the item type being at least a predetermined value for the 

first item, and the numerical value of the item type being less than the 

predetermined value for the second item. 

[0019] In the program according to the present invention, the acquirable 

10 item information for the first item may include identification information or 

an image for an item. 

[0020] In the program according to the present invention, in step (a), 

information on another user who has acquired the first item may be presented. 

[0021] In the program according to the present invention, in step (b), 

15 based on a selection request from the communication terminal, one item 

selected from among items for which the count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition is at most the predetermined value may be determined to be the 

item to provide. 

(Advantageous Effect of Invention) 

20 [0022] According to the game control method, game server, and program 

of the present invention, it is possible to increase the variations on methods 

for acquiring battle cards and the like, increase the predictability of 

acquisition of a card or the like with a high numerical value for the item type, 

and heighten interest in the game. 

25 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

[0023] The present invention will be further described below with 

reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a battle game server in Embodiment 1; 

30 FIGS. 2(a), 2(b), and 2(c) are examples of an item information table in 

Embodiment 1; 

FIG. 3 is an example of a user information table in Embodiment 1; 

FIG. 4 is an example of item data in Embodiment 1; 

FIG. 5 is an example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 1; 
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FIG. 6 is a flowchart of operations by the battle game server in 

Embodiment 1; 

FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are examples of acquirable item information m 

Embodiment 2; 

FIG. 8 is an example of acquirable item information in Embodiment 3; 

FIG. 9 is an example of a scratch card for selection in Embodiment 3; 

and 

FIGS. I0(a) and I0(b) are examples of a screen for selecting an item to 

acquire. 

[0024] 

[0025] 

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 

The following describes embodiments of the present invention. 

Embodiment 1 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a battle game server 1 in Embodiment 1 of 

15 the present invention. The battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1 of 

the present invention includes a communication unit 10, a memory unit 11, an 

information presentation unit 12, and a control unit 13. 

20 

[0026] The communication unit 10 communicates with a communication 

terminal 2 over either or both of a wireless and wired connection. 

[0027] In association with identification information uniquely allocated to 

each user that operates a communication terminal 2 (referred to below as user 

identification information), the memory unit 11 stores information on items to 

provide, a total count of items, item type, and an acquisition count. An "item" 

refers to any of a variety of objects used within a game, such as a battle card 

25 constituting a user's deck, a character, a weapon, armor, an ornament, a plant, 

food, and the like. The item type is a numerical value representing the rarity 

value of the item, a numerical value representing the category of the item, or 

the like. 

[0028] Specifically, the memory unit 11 stores this information by 

30 dividing the information among tables. A plurality of item information tables 

111 a to 111 c, a user information table 112, and item data 113 are stored in the 

memory unit 11. While three item information tables are described here, this 

example is not limiting, and the number of item information tables may be two 

or fewer, or four or more. 
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[0029] The item information tables 111 a to 111 c are tables including 

information on the total count of items and the item type. FIGS. 2(a) to 2(c) 

illustrate examples of the item information tables 111 a to 111 c. As illustrated 

in FIGS. 2(a) to 2(c), for example the item information table 11 la includes 

5 item identification information "UNII ", an item name "item A", and an item 

type "3". The item identification information is an identifier for uniquely 

identifying an item in the present system. The item information tables 11 la to 

111 c are provided with table identification information for uniquely 

identifying an item information table in the battle game server 1. Here, the 

1 o item information tables 111 a to 111 c are respectively provided with "TID 1 ", 

"TID2", and "TID3" as the table identification information. 

[0030] The user information table 112 is a table storing, for each user, the 

provided items and information for calculating an item acquisition count. The 

user information table 112 associates the user identification information, table 

15 identification information, and identification information of provided items. 

[0031] FIG. 3 illustrates an example of the user information table 112. As 

illustrated in FIG. 3, the user information table 112 includes user 

identification information "UID 1 ", table identification information "TID 1 ", 

identification information of provided items "UNI2" and "UNI4", and the 

20 like. 

[0032] The item data 113 stores data on an image for an item provided to 

the user in association with item identification information. FIG. 4 illustrates 

an example of the item data 113. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the item data for 

example includes item identification information "UNil ", an item image 

25 "item A image", and the like. The image data may be in any image format, 

such as JPEG, GIF, PNG, or the like. 

[0033] When receiving a request to present information from the 

communication terminal 2, then based on information, stored in the memory 

unit 11, that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to 

30 the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit 12 presents 

the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with acquirable 

item information that includes information, for each item type, on a total 

count and an acquisition count of items. 

[0034] Specifically, when a request to present information is received 
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from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based 

on the item information tables 11 la to 11 lc, the information presentation unit 

12 tallies the total count of items for each item type. The information 

presentation unit 12 also refers to the user information table 112 to calculate 

5 the acquisition count of items for each item type based on the identification 

information of provided items and the table identification information that 

correspond to the user identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents 

the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the result 

1 o of calculation as the acquirable item information. 

[0035] FIG. 5 is an example of the acquirable item information that the 

information presentation unit 12 presents. FIG. 5 illustrates an example of the 

acquirable item information presented when a request to present information 

is received from the communication terminal 2 and the user identification 

15 information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 is "UID I". As 

illustrated in FIG. 5, information 501 on the total count and information 502 

on the acquisition count of items for each item type are presented to the 

communication terminal 2. The case of presenting the acquisition count has 

been described above, yet this example is not limiting. For example, a 

20 non-acquisition count may be presented by subtracting the acquisition count 

from the total count of items. 

[0036] The control unit 13 performs a variety of control pertaining to the 

battle game server 1. For example, when receiving an item acquisition request 

from the communication terminal 2, the control unit 13 determines one item to 

25 provide to the communication terminal 2 based on information corresponding 

to the user identification information pertaining to the communication 

terminal 2. 

[0037] Specifically, when receiving an item acquisition request from the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13 

30 refers to the user information table 112, and based on the table identification 

information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining 

to the communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table. Next, 

the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the 

identification information of provided items that corresponds to the user 
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identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 

Subsequently, the control unit 13 refers to one of the item information tables 

111 a to 111 c, randomly selects an item not included in the identification 

information of provided items, and determines that the selected item is the 

5 item to provide to the communication terminal 2. 

[0038] The control unit 13 then provides the item to the communication 

terminal 2 via the communication unit 10. Specifically, the control unit 13 

refers to the item data 113 and provides the communication terminal 2, via the 

communication unit 10, with the item image corresponding to the item 

1 o identification information pertaining to the item to be provided. The control 

unit 13 also adds the item identification information pertaining to the 

provided item to the user information table 112 as identification information 

of provided items. 

[0039] For example, when an item acquisition request is received from the 

15 communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining 

to the communication terminal 2 is "UID 1 ", then the control unit 13 refers to 

the user information table 112, and based on the table identification 

information "TID 1" corresponding to UID 1, retrieves the item information 

table 111 a. Next, the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 

20 and retrieves the identification information of provided items that corresponds 

to "UID 1 ". Subsequently, the control unit refers to the item information table 

111 a, randomly selects item identification information not included in the 

identification information of provided items (for example, "UNII "), and 

determines that the selected item is the item to provide to the communication 

25 terminal 2. The control unit 13 then refers to the item data 113 and provides 

the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the item 

image "item A image" corresponding to the item identification information 

"UNII" pertaining to the item to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds 

the item identification information "UNil" pertaining to the provided item to 

30 the user information table 112 as identification information of provided items. 

[0040] Furthermore, in the present invention, the battle game server 1 is 

configured to allow for receipt of a reset request at any time from the 

communication terminal 2. In general terms, the reset request is a request for 

resetting the current user information table 112. When receiving a reset 
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request from the communication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined user 

identification information, the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the 

memory unit 11, the table identification information and identification 

information of provided items that correspond to the user identification 

5 information pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 

[0041] Specifically, when receiving a reset request from the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13 

changes the table identification information that corresponds to the user 

identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 and that 

10 was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other 

table identification information. 

[0042] For example, when a reset request 1s received from the 

communication terminal 2, and the user identification information pertaining 

to the communication terminal 2 is "UID 1 ", the control unit 13 changes the 

15 table identification information that corresponds to "UID l" of the user 

information table 112 randomly from "TIDl" to "TID2" or "TID3". 

[0043] Next, operations by the battle game server 1 in Embodiment 1 of 

the present invention are described using the flowchart in FIG. 6. It is assumed 

that the tables illustrated in FIGS. 2(a), 2(b), and 2(c) through FIG. 4 have 

20 been stored in advance in the memory unit 11 at the time of operation by the 

battle game server 1. 

[0044] First, when a request to present information is received from the 

communication terminal 2 (step S 1 ), then based on information, stored in the 

memory unit 11, that corresponds to the user identification information 

25 pertaining to the communication terminal 2, the information presentation unit 

12 presents the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, 

with acquirable item information that includes information, for each item type, 

on the total count and the acquisition count of items (step S2). 

[0045] Specifically, when a request to present information is received 

30 from the communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, then based 

on the item information tables 111 a to 111 c, the information presentation unit 

12 tallies the total count of items for each item type. The information 

presentation unit 12 also refers to the user information table 112 to calculate 

the acquisition count of items for each item type based on the identification 
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information of provided items and the table identification information that 

correspond to the user identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2. The information presentation unit 12 then presents 

the communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the result 

5 of calculation as the acquirable item information. 

[0046] Subsequently, when receiving an item acquisition request from the 

communication terminal 2 (step S3), the control unit 13 determines one item 

to provide to the communication terminal 2 based on information 

corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the 

10 communication terminal 2 (step S4). 

[0047] Specifically, when receiving an item acquisition request from the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13 

refers to the user information table 112, and based on the table identification 

information that corresponds to the user identification information pertaining 

15 to the communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table. Next, 

the control unit 13 refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the 

identification information of provided items that corresponds to the user 

identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 

Subsequently, the control unit 13 refers to one of the item information tables 

20 111 a to 111 c, randomly selects an item not included in the identification 

information of provided items, and determines that the selected item is the 

item to provide to the communication terminal 2. 

[0048] Subsequently, the control unit 13 provides the item to the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10 (step S5). 

25 Specifically, the control unit 13 refers to the item data 113 and provides the 

communication terminal 2, via the communication unit 10, with the item 

image corresponding to the item identification information pertaining to the 

item to be provided. The control unit 13 also adds the item identification 

information pertaining to the provided item to the user information table 112 

30 as identification information of provided items. 

[0049] Subsequently, when receiving a reset request from the 

communication terminal 2 pertaining to predetermined user identification 

information (step S6), the control unit 13 changes and stores, in the memory 

unit 11, the table identification information and identification information of 
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provided items that correspond to the user identification information 

pertaining to the communication terminal 2 (step S7). 

[0050] Specifically, when receiving a reset request from the 

communication terminal 2 via the communication unit 10, the control unit 13 

5 changes the table identification information that corresponds to the user 

identification information pertaining to the communication terminal 2 and that 

was stored in the user information table 112 of the memory unit 11 to other 

table identification information. 

[0051] In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 1, 

1 o based on information in the memory unit 11, the information presentation unit 

12 presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information 

that includes information, for each item type of items, on a total count and an 

acquisition count of items, thereby increasing the predictability of acquisition 

of an item with a predetermined item type (for example, an item with a high 

15 rarity value or the like). Furthermore, the battle game server 1 receives a reset 

request at any time from the communication terminal 2 and changes 

information pertaining to items that are provided, the total count of items, and 

the item type and acquisition count for each item, thereby increasing the 

variations on methods for acquiring items, increasing the predictability of 

20 acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game. 

[0052] After step S7, the information presentation unit 12 may present the 

communication terminal 2 with post-reset acquirable item information based 

on the item information tables 111 a to 111 c and the table identification 

25 information of the user information table 112 in the memory unit 11. By doing 

so, the user can more easily grasp the number of items for each item type after 

the reset, thereby further increasing the predictability of acquisition of an 

item for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined 

value and heightening interest in the game. 

30 (0053] The remaining number of all items may be included in the 

acquirable item information that the information presentation unit 12 presents. 

Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 may calculate the remaining 

number of items by subtracting the item acquisition count from the total 

number of items stored in the item information tables 111 a to 111 c and include 
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the result of calculation in the acquirable item information. 

[0054] In step S5, the control unit 13 may adopt a different method for 

presenting the acquirable item information to the communication terminal 2 

for an item (first item) for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

5 least a predetermined value and an item (second item) for which the numerical 

value of the item type is less than the predetermined value. For example, the 

information presentation unit 12 may display an image for the first item yet 

display only the item name or the like, without displaying an image, for the 

second item. In other words, the acquirable item information that the 

10 information presentation unit 12 presents for the first item may include 

identification information (item name or the like) or an image for the item. 

15 

[0055] The information presentation unit 12 may present information 

related to another user who has acquired the first item. 

[0056] Embodiment 2 

The following describes Embodiment 2 of the present invention. Since 

the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 2 is the 

same as the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1, 

the same reference numerals are used in the following description. In general 

terms, Embodiment 2 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirable item 

20 information presented by the information presentation unit 12 includes a count 

of necessary attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical 

value of the item type is at least a predetermined value. The count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is retrieved based on information 

corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the 

25 communication terminal 2. 

[0057] Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user 

information table 112, and based on the table identification information that 

corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to 

30 the user identification information. Next, the information presentation unit 12 

refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the identification 

information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 

Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 randomly extracts, from 

the item information table, 19 pieces of item identification information not 
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included in the identification information of provided items. The information 

presentation unit 12 stores the 19 extracted pieces of item identification 

information and stores provision sequence numbers (1 to 19) in the memory 

unit 11. When receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13 

5 determines the item to provide based on the provision sequence numbers 

stored in the memory unit. In other words, the numbers 1 to 19 each represent 

the count of acquisition attempts that are necessary in order to acquire the 

item_ corresponding to the item identification information (referred to below as 

the count of necessary attempts for acquisition). 

10 [0058] Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the 

item and item type pertaining to each piece of item identification information 

from one of the item information tables 111 a to 111 c. Next, for the retrieved 

items, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the count of necessary 

attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the 

15 item type is at least a predetermined value. The information presentation unit 

12 then presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item 

information that includes the retrieved count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value. 

20 [0059] FIG. 7(a) illustrates an example of acquirable item information 

presented by the information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 2. FIG. 7(a) 

illustrates an example of displaying the provision sequence of items provided 

to the communication terminal 2 as a gauge when a request to present 

information is received from the communication terminal 2. The gauge is 

25 composed of a plurality of boxes. Items are associated with the boxes 201 to 

219 so that the respective counts of necessary acquisition attempts are 1 to 19. 

Each box is displayed with a pattern that differs in accordance with the item 

type of the corresponding item. 

[0060] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 7(a), when the numerical 

30 value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, the pattern shown in 

box 204 and the like is displayed. Here, the case of the predetermined value 

being four is illustrated. Conversely, when the numerical value of the item 

type is less than the predetermined value, the pattern shown in box 201 and 

the like is displayed. In other words, FIG. 7(a) displays the count of necessary 
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attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the 

item type is at least a predetermined value. FIG. 8(a) also displays each count 

of necessary attempts for acquisition when the numerical value of the item 

type is less than a predetermined value. 

5 [0061] When an item acquisition request is received from the 

communication terminal 2, an item is provided, and the count of acquisition 

attempts increases by one, then the count of necessary attempts for acquisition 

decreases by one for all items. In this case, as illustrated in FIG. 8(b ), the 

items corresponding to boxes 201 to 219 each shift (move) one box to the left. 

10 Accordingly, with this gauge, the user can intuitively grasp the predictability 

of acquisition of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value. 

[0062] In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 2, 

the information presentation unit 12 presents the communication terminal 2 

15 with the count of necessary attempts for acquisition for each item for which 

the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined value, thereby 

increasing the variations on methods for acquiring items, increasing the 

predictability of acquisition of an item for which the item type is at least a 

predetermined value, and heightening interest in the game. Furthermore, 

20 displaying the count of necessary attempts for acquisition when the numerical 

value of the item type is at least a predetermined value further increases the 

user's sense of anticipation, enticing the user to continue to play the game 

longer. 

[0063] The patterns for displaying the boxes 201 to 219 are not limited to 

25 these examples. The boxes 201 to 219 may be painted a predetermined color 

in accordance with the item type, or a predetermined icon, character, or the 

like may be displayed in the boxes 201 to 219. 

[0064] A certain percentage of the boxes for which the numerical value of 

the item type is less than a predetermined value may be displayed with the 

30 same pattern as boxes corresponding to items for which the numerical value of 

the item type is at least a predetermined value. In this way, items for which 

the numerical value of the item type is less than a predetermined value are 

mixed in among the boxes displayed with the pattern corresponding to items 

for which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined 
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value, thereby making the game more interesting and enticing the user to 

continue to play the game longer. 

[0065] When the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a 

predetermined value, detailed information on the item to be provided (referred 

5 to below as item detail information) may be presented. The item detail 

information is preferably the item name and item type. The predetermined 

value is, for example, two. FIG. 8 is an example of presenting item detail 

information. The counts of necessary acquisition attempts for boxes 201 and 

202 are respectively one and two. Accordingly, the item name is displayed as 

10 the item detail information in boxes 201 and 202. With this configuration, the 

user can grasp the item detail information for items that can be acquired in a 

range in which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a 

predetermined value. Therefore, the user is provided with incentive to 

increase the occasions of an item acquisition request and is enticed to 

15 continue to play the game longer. 

[0066] In the example in FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b), the boxes are displayed with 

two types of patterns, using the numerical value of the item type as a standard, 

yet this example is not limiting. A plurality of standard predetermined values 

may be established to display the boxes with three or more types of patterns. 

20 The patterns that are displayed may also be increased as the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is smaller. With this approach, as the count 

of necessary attempts for acquisition is smaller, the item type of the item to be 

acquired can be grasped in greater detail. Therefore, the user is provided with 

incentive to increase the occasions of an item acquisition request and is 

25 enticed to continue to play the game longer. 

[0067] Note that while the gauges in FIGS. 7(a), 7(b), and 8 are composed 

of 19 boxes, the number of boxes is not limited to 19. The number may be 18 

or less, or 20 or more. Furthermore, the approach gauge illustrated in FIG. 8 

has an I shape, yet this example is not limiting. Many variations are possible, 

30 such as a winding S shape, or a Y shape with a forking tip. In the forking 

variation, predetermined dummy boxes assigned randomly by the battle game 

server 1 may be displayed in one of the two forks. 

[0068] In FIGS. 7(a), 7(b), and 8, examples are illustrated in which 

information, for each item type, on the total count and the acquisition count of 
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items is also displayed, yet these examples are not limiting. Display may be 

limited to the gauge, without displaying the information, for each item type, 

on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other words, in FIGS. 

7(a), 7(b ), and 8, examples are illustrated in which the acquirable item 

5 information includes information, for each item type, on the total count and 

the acquisition count of items and includes the count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition for each item for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value, yet these examples are not limiting. The 

acquirable item information may be configured to include only the count of 

Io necessary attempts for acquisition for each item for which the numerical value 

of the item type is at least a predetermined value. 

[0069] Embodiment 3 

The following describes Embodiment 3 of the present invention. Since 

the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 3 is the 

15 same as the structure of the battle game server 1 according to Embodiment 1, 

the same reference numerals are used in the following description. In general 

terms, Embodiment 3 differs from Embodiment 1 in that the acquirable item 

information presented by the information presentation unit 12 includes the 

total count of items, for each item type, among items for which the count of 

20 necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value. 

[0070] The acquirable item information presented by the information 

presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3 includes the total count of items for 

which the numerical value of the item type is at least a predetermined value 

among items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at 

25 most a predetermined value, as retrieved based on the information 

corresponding to the user identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2. 

[0071] Specifically, the information presentation unit 12 refers to the user 

information table 112, and based on the table identification information that 

30 corresponds to the user identification information pertaining to the 

communication terminal 2, retrieves the item information table pertaining to 

the user identification information. Next, the information presentation unit 12 

refers to the user information table 112 and retrieves the identification 

information of provided items pertaining to the communication terminal 2. 
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Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 randomly extracts, from 

the item information table, 25 pieces of item identification information not 

included in the identification information of provided items. The information 

presentation unit 12 stores the 25 extracted pieces of item identification 

5 information and stores provision sequence numbers (1 to 25) in the memory 

unit 11. When receiving an item acquisition request, the control unit 13 

determines the item to provide based on the provision sequence numbers 

stored in the memory unit. In other words, the numbers 1 to 25 each represent 

the count of necessary attempts for acquisition corresponding to the item 

1 o identification information. 

[0072] Subsequently, the information presentation unit 12 retrieves the 

item and item type pertaining to each piece of item identification information 

from one of the item information tables 111 a to 111 c. The information 

presentation unit 12 then tallies the total count of items for which the 

15 numerical value of the retrieved item type is at least a predetermined number 

and presents the communication terminal 2 with acquirable item information 

that includes the tallied total count of items for each item type. 

[0073] FIG. 9 illustrates an example of acquirable item information 

presented by the information presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3. In FIG. 10, 

20 items for which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less 

are displayed with a sheet (scratch card) composed of 25 cells 301 to 325. 

Each cell corresponds to an item for which the count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition is 25 or less. The items for which the count of necessary attempts 

for acquisition is 25 or less are randomly associated with the cells 301 to 325. 

25 [0074] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 9, when the numerical value 

of the item type is at least a predetermined value, the pattern shown in cell 

301 and the like is displayed. Here, the predetermined value is four. 

Conversely, when the item type is less than the predetermined value, the 

pattern shown in cell 302 and the like is displayed. In other words, FIG. 8 

30 displays the total count of items for which the numerical value of the item 

type is at least a predetermined value among items for which the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. 

[0075] In this way, according to the battle game server 1 of Embodiment 3, 

the information presentation unit 12 presents the communication terminal 2 
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with the total count of items for which the numerical value of the item type is 

at least a predetermined value among items for which the count of necessary 

attempts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value, thereby increasing 

the variations on methods for acquiring items, further increasing the 

5 predictability of acquisition of an item for which the numerical value of the 

item type is at least a predetermined value, and heightening interest in the 

game. 

[0076] The patterns for displaying the cells 301 to 325 are not limited to 

these examples. The cells 301 to 325 may be painted a predetermined color in 

1 o accordance with the item type, or a predetermined icon, character, or the like 

may be displayed in the cells 301 to 325. 

[0077] Furthermore, based on a selection request from the communication 

terminal 2, the control unit 13 may select one item, from among items for 

which the count of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a 

15 predetermined value, as the item to provide. In this case, the information 

presentation unit 12 may present the communication terminal 2 with a scratch 

card for selection in which all cells are displayed with the same pattern to 

prompt the communication terminal 2 to select one of the cells. 

[0078] FIG. lO(a) illustrates an example of a screen for selecting an item 

20 to acquire. The screen displays the scratch card for selection. Each cell in the 

scratch card in FIG. 1 O(a) corresponds to an item for which the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. As illustrated in FIG. 1 O(a), 

the cells of the scratch card are displayed with the same pattern, and the user 

cannot tell what items corresponds to which cells. 

25 [0079] The user can select any location on the scratch card using an 

operation unit (not illustrated) such as a key or a touch panel of the 

communication terminal 2, and the communication terminal 2 transmits a 

selection request to the battle game server 1 based on the user operation. The 

control unit 13 of the battle game server 1 then determines that the item 

30 corresponding to the cell pertaining to the selection request is the item to 

provide to the communication terminal 2. 

(0080] FIG. 1 O(b) illustrates an example of cells 3 08, 316, and 320 being 

selected. The selected cells are displayed with the same pattern as the cells in 

the scratch card shown in FIG. 10. Note that the item detail information 
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corresponding to the selected cells may be displayed in the selected cells. 

[0081] In this way, the variations on methods for acquiring items can be 

further increased, the predictability of acquisition of an item with a high item 

type can be further increased, and interest in the game can be heightened. 

5 [0082] The scratch cards in FIGS. 9, lO(a), and lO(b) are composed of 25 

cells in a sheet with 5 rows and 5 columns, yet this example is not limiting. 

The scratch card may be composed of M x N cells in a sheet with M rows and 

N columns (M and N being integers greater than or equal to 2). Furthermore, 

the scratch cards in FIGS. lO(a) and lO(b) are not limited to a square shape. 

1 o For example, the scratch cards may be a polygon, or instead of being 

two-dimensional, the scratch cards may be in a three-dimensional rectangular 

shape of a die. 

[0083] In FIGS. 9, lO(a), and lO(b), examples are illustrated in which 

information, for each item type, on the total count and the acquisition count of 

15 items is also displayed, yet these examples are not limiting. Display may be 

limited to the scratch card, without displaying the information, for each item 

type, on the total count and the acquisition count of items. In other words, in 

FIGS. lO(a), I O(b ), and 11, examples are illustrated in which the acquirable 

item information includes information, for each item type, on the total count 

20 and the acquisition count of items and includes the total count of items, for 

each item type, among items for which the count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition is at most a predetermined value, yet these examples are not 

limiting. The acquirable item information may be configured to include only 

the total count of items, for each item type, among items for which the count 

25 of necessary attempts for acquisition is at most a predetermined value. 

[0084] A computer is preferably used to function as the battle game server 

1. A program containing a description of the processing for achieving the 

functions of the battle game server 1 is stored in the memory unit of the 

computer, and the functions are achieved by the central processing unit (CPU) 

30 of the computer reading and executing the program. 

[0085] Although the present invention has been described based on 

drawings and examples, it is to be noted that various changes and 

modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the art based on the present 

disclosure. Therefore, such changes and modifications are to be understood as 
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included within the scope of the present invention. For example, the functions 

and the like included in the various units and steps may be reordered in any 

logically consistent way. Furthermore, units or steps may be combined into 

one or divided. For example, in Embodiments 1 to 3, a separate one of the 

5 item information tables 111 a to 111 c is associated with each user 

identification number, yet for example a plurality of users may share one of 

the item information tables llla to Ille. 

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST 

1 o [0086] 1: Battle game server 

15 

20 

2: Communication terminal 

10: Communication unit 

11: Memory unit 

12: Information presentation unit 

13: Control unit 

111 a to 111 c: Item information table 

112: User information table 

113: Item data 

201 to 219: Box 

301 to 325: Cell 

501: Information on the total count of items 

502: Information on the acquisition count 
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F/6. 1A 
Acquirable item information 
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Acquirable item information 
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FIG. 9 
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2 

1) Each undersigned agrees to execute all papers 
necessary in connection with any application and/or 
patent for the.invention, and aiso to execute separate 
assignments in connection with such applfoations and 
patents as the Assignee nm,v deem necessary. 

2) Each undersigned agrees to .execute all papers 
necessary in connection with any interference or 
post-grant proceeding which may be declared 
concerning any application or patent for the invention 
and to cooperate with the Assignee in every way 
possibk in obtaining evidence and going forward with 
such interference or post-grant proceeding. 

3) Each undersigned agi·ees to execute all papers and 
documents and perform ai1y act which may be 
necessary in conpection with claims Qt provisions of 
the International Convention for Protection of 
Industrial Property or similar agreements. 

4) Each undersigned agrees to perform all affirmative 
acts which may DI;} necessary to obtain, maint'din or 
confirm by reissue or reexamination a grant of a valid 
United States patent to the Assignee. 

5) Each umlersigned authorizes and requests the 
Commissionel"9fthe U.S. J>atent and Trademark Office 
to issue any and all patents resulting from said 
application(sJ to the said Assignee, as AsslgIIee of the 
entlre interest, antl covenants that he or she has full 
right to convey the e•ntire interest herein assigned, and 
that he or she .has not executed, and will not execute, 
any agreement(s) in conflict herewith, and agrees that 
this assignment is binding on Assignor and Assignor's 
heirs, successors, assigns and legal representaUves. 

6) Each undersigned hereby grants the firm of OLlPF 
PLC the power to inse1t on this assignment any furthe:r 
identification that may be ne~ssa.ry or desirable in 
order to comply with the rules of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office for rccordation of this 
document 

(13) Declaration 

As an above named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

I believe I am the original inventor or an original 
joint inventof of a claimed invention ( or claimed 
design)in the above~identified application for which 
this declaration is bemg submitted. 
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J::tcl±ltJH-.t, Ii'! c.1-:J:. 1; r.c~ntc.tP, 'b 1.,,< 
~~c.~l:~~~h6l:5~W~~~~ktv 
--C--&;,-_;,f;::_a 

fl,!:):, lfl!j}j(JJ[~,%"n, J::te,1±\JP,©rJ?jf ¼~n:ki 
J: vt:!11!.fir;. L, il:t1tliffifi'-fJUt1J* 31 ~m 1 ~% s6 

~~~-~h~~.1::<,M~ttt::OOL,t~~~ 
$;).g .'::iii&~ t.,t \,\~~-Ct1.>ffi'W.~*oo•WFitl:iffi 
fj=t;:~ff.:i~~~~m~;ff-t-9.:. t: ~~>i>~o 

f:T,f';t, ~ (7)'.l['j§~f;:::t;;: v-. t r&~Rti[fi!!iVl~Jil! 
~~tr0 i;:~½, *OOftiffi1SJ$:ffi1001:;1'd::. l: 
IJ, !il1fi:t) L-< t:tft~5~©~€ffll:::~itbho 
'/J,, * t.::tt .:.;fl.,G l1)lf!Jti~et'-t>l·2'.tt>.5.:. .1:: &~:!W 
T0a 

Date December 1 0, 2014 
f:IM 

Inventor Signature 
5§:gij::g-·~4'i 

TM application was made or alilhorized to be 
inade by me. 

Ihavo reviewed mrd understand lhe contents of 
the above-identified application, including the claims, 
and am aware oftl1e. duty to disclose to the Office all 
information known to me to be matelial to patentability 
as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56. 

I hereby acknowledge ~hatml)' wi:llful false 
statement made in this declarntioi1 is: punishable mtder 
18 U.S.C. lO0l by fine or imprisonment ofuot more 
than five (5) years; or both. 

In witness whereof, executed by the undersigned on 
the date(s) opposite the undersigned name(s) . 

..,.,-j:::' ·t ~fu . .,, 1 . 
9 4'?. (SEAL 

Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA f-il 

Date 
BM 

JnventorSignature ------~--~--- (SEAL 
;li IJJJ~~4i To1noliiro TSUKIHARA l=!l 

Date 
BM 

Date 
BM 

Date 
S-f-t 

Date 
fH-t 

Date 
13 t,t 

Date 

!:l# 

December 10, 2014 

Inventor Signature 
}BPJl.#Ji-~ 

Inventor Signature 
~001"r~~ 

Inventor Signature 
,efJl:tt~~ 

.Inventor Si~maturc 
~IJ)J::il1i-!i-!tr 

I.uventor Sigiuiture 
Ja~*~-1', 

Inventor -Signature 
;a 1Y'l*!'g-4', 

::.. OJ~~ruH:t(a)*OOr,kJt:!g-4S ~ ho ~I::. !i*r.i"EA.(7) 
E:l HfJ"t', (b ):}fd;fll ?f-. ~~ ~ :tL 0 ~ I<: !;t *llilfiJ.pico ~ ffi1 
-z+;Wl-::.t, ~:h6.::. ..!::ii!~* L,li~~ (a)tj L-< li(b)il~'..Frif~ 
t;t~'H~f'f, Tl'i'.!~!'!M~T15'.'Jrf..t< ~ t=A(1)ID£Ad,) 1:§1 

mr-e~-1S~.ti...:s~tti1~:t l-1t"= · 

Date Witness 
BM fill:A 

Date Witness 
!H-t !liEA 

3 

_____________ (SEAL 

Norikazu KATO l=!l 
y"iif; 1~? 

__,j};...:.J-"'.f'"_.:.c:.IZl~l..c=:..\ ________ (SEAL 
Tomoki YASUHARA f.fl 

____________ (SEAL 
µp 

_____________ (SEAL 

JcP 

(SEAL 
fcP 

(SEAL 
I=!] 

) 

This assignment should preferably be signed before: 
(a) a Notary Public. if within the U.S.A. (b) a U.S. Consµ) if 
outside the U.S.A. If neithet, then it should be signed 
before at foasthvo witi1esses who also sign here: 
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ASSIGNMENT (BEING FILED FOR DUAL _euRfOSE UNDER 37 CFR 1.63(e)) 

For Application with Filing Date on or after September 16, 2012 

20121p. 9 Jj 16 S fJ.~O) S {t'"0~tf:1i~-omDl\JH~::t:Ht -o 
(37 CFR 1.63(e)~;:.£0~.Mtffl~~tfj~9,o)~mtiill: 

Japanese Language Assignment 

(1-8) Insert Legal Name(s) of Jnventor(s) 

~M*©Jf:;::ti~tc.A 1-0-:::.. t 
(1) Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

(2) Tomohiro TSUKIHARA 

(3) Norikazu KATO 

(4) Tomoki YASUI-IARA 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

<e-k t7)~}..J.:'.:'.1-J-l_,, 'tx:J:l:,f:::>kl,t.:::.tsi.R 1 PJI., ($1.00) 
:f3 J: r}{t!!,O)~-ti]ts!e{ff,Hj;ffJ(;§,a-.:Jg-fl! L't, *k O)~~}.,.!'i, 
-t (l)1i,:mf j:J J: (J{tfl, (l)f-'j ~ :a:-~J.1£. L- ft_ :::. ~· ' ~ ti.. -t f})'.£:fl'l 
:BJ: ut{lf!O)~J;slni5'M1'"0J? :0::: l'-_ :fi-:lifgiffi L 

(9) 

(9) 

(10) 

(10) 

Insel't Name of Assignee 

il~AJ:x;~ =a:'lffiJ,,,:-t ¢ z: c 
GREE,Inc. 

Inset·t Address of Assignee 

if.'i~A ttm {f:wu;\. -r ~ ::. t: 
6-10-1, Roppongi, Minato-Im, Tokyo 106-6112, JAPAN 

(&/, T r~f!El.tAJ t: :fr-i' o), ~~A(})Jtf~A, t&~,ft~' te: 
~ll!t1f, :t3 J:: 07:ti'.IEftlm.A l.::::M L-t, TtB0).45 $0)Jff l9:J 
l3 J::Vf!.ii'.1:1:U?Ji, 0Wf/itl:JM, :£-t1JWmi, ili'#iml±lml, OO~tl:l 
Lffi, 311&tf .:z /:tlfil, 4o J:: :OqiJ=~tr 1::11fJi ~-fto:£:.-c (J) ~WF lli 
l!J:i'H::M L- --c ~ f;:.mfwc}BIY'JK~T 0:£:.-c O)!J<f~'ftil:, :l\llf'1a9 
M;;R-, ~-'fi\ tlHirlifi@:t;::fm L--c, (*ra,i1:t*!m~~ 35 
li£ffi 100 .~J;::,:e:~25il,:f. :::c: < )*~kML-C{E::-C(})~ 
f!L m~tm, :lo J:Vtf!Jz..i:~llil!li"""!>::. c: ft:181~ L-, ¾..fc. 
::. Z: (;:ji~fgr L-, tt~ L ~ tc:fi~ L-, 

(11) Insert Identification such as Title, Case Number, 
or Foreign Application Numbei-

~:;j¥J;, .!Jflf:il=-ry', 't L- < 1moot1:1~ilf~O)J: ::i 
tJ::urt~:$JJt=a:ru;\. (l).::::. c: 

In consideratio.n oflhe sum of one dollar 
($1.00) and other good and valuableeorisideration paid 
to each ofthi: undersignec_!, the receipt and sufficiency 
ofw.hich are hereby acknowledged, each undersigned 
agrees to assign, and hereby does as~ign, transfer aild 
set over to 

(hereinafter designated as the Assignee) and Assignee's 
hefrs, successors, assigns and legal representatives, the 
entire right, title .and interest for the United States of 
America as defin!'ld in JS U.S.C. § I 00, in the invention, 
a11d in all applications for patent including any and all 
provisional, non-provisional, divisicmal, contilluation, 
international, substitute and reissue application(s), and 
all Letters Patent, extensions, reissues and 
reexamination certificates that may he granted on the 
invention known as 

(11) GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER,AND PR.OGRAM 

(Attorney Docket No. 163485 ), filed on even date herewith or as 
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(12) Alternative Identification for file(! applications 

~tlj~n.t..-..f±iftCOft.'th©ft~./ii[~{!PJi 
(12} U.S. Application Serial Number 

:ttwc.co * 00 i±'fJffi~}!l!~%-1: 
filed 

l) *.k (7)~:tAI-J:, iVf]l[',~!Y'JKIMJT6:3'c.tO) 
il-\!i'li:13 J:: cNh L-< l'iltt-)fflC~ V( il'.Hlff.dt-C 
COlfffi!;:~::t, L-13 #~i\HJ, -t"-'5 :::_ ,!: K,fi,J;g L,, 

~st.Aii1!£':,~t}~tbn..r:., ,:::ojJ:? t.ttl:!lffl:l3J:. 
0~~~;:_JUJ L-TO)J.l!Ji£f~T!Uif:JC~,t L f:I {f~IU 
J....-r-0::.:. c1:: f;:mJ~-,~0 9 

2) 1§-.k {l)~~J...1-'t, MruHs!lJl 1:: M-t-0 3!t /J) 

l±UilH:i L-< f:l:!f/ft!ft;: 00 L --r ~ 00 ~ :n, o '1' Y ~ -
7 :::c. i,,y 7- bl,< fj:/t,'fiff}efff,½IJ)f!llif'f/J)-F~~ 
1-cOO L- t &.~l.1:1':;.t.co~iJJlt.::.~~ LS #~ltc.A 
--t o :-:. l:: tC fit]~ L, mEit!Ulitf~.;t-3 J:. tF~ o) J: 5 fJ; 
;r '1/5'~7:r.. vYX'b L-< f;iJtfWF~fHfk:(})~il"t 
© ¥~ ~ ~~:fr--t -i5 1;:: ;hit. I:) , It' jp,:fJ: o -Ji#i IC 
:ts 11,,::- t:, ll'flllc~~ .A. .l:: ~J:rt 6 ::. t tc~m:-t 
Q., 

3) 45-a- 0)~~A1:1:, oo~{I*m~.t-m:W-=~W.'.iE 
IJ)11J!i$: t, L < f';J.:JM.!E'. b L < f;tffi (fl. ~JE tC 00 L-t 
J:'.:,JJE:!ts;;t.cD.ffl~J!::13 J:. t.tlf~~-:.~ L- !:! #:a:ii:1 
AL-, J:'.:,~f.t1t\r.i,f.t61T~ 'bJmtf-t-6 :-:. t k!RI 
~-J-oo 

4) 45- >z CD ~:ii A ti, Wlile.~~ Al-:~ V-C -1f593 
tt*OOlf'tfi\lflJ)jp.;ji_g{f: w~Jrf L-, Ilfff<'f L t, L, < fj: 
.p}1Bfi 1b L-< !-.tN'i!=1lt~.:J: l!J :ii'ff~,1-.:st;:::U.Jf;:&:, 
~!J:i,,ti~tJ:ofr~'b~{'r-t'-'5::. c: lc[1'll;;:T-oo 
5) 't}k ('.lJ~45AfJ:, JlEOO!f'~~~~fi~'gfCWJ 
JlB/±liJl;?i> i::.¾4': Lk'."r:.t0)4/fWf ~, ::'E:.-C (});f!J'.fut 
0)~5t Al:: Lt~ lifrwc~§tA 1;: :ML- -C ~n-1-o 
::. c: 7<i:'WF1if13 J:. LNlrixtL, ~~AN:::.::. tell~ 
'r o ~-C cD;flj~ «~Qt::.. l/> (l) jf:-( {J)tlil.;flj a-.-1f 
L, :M.sZOOfli-:lc::,v;,0t~'.iEt-'.:~~~;:.ig.:i; L- S fst~ 
JiBA -1--:;;i:::. 1: l~ < b L- < l'J:i~~t~ L- 13 {-:!'&lie, 
A Lf,tl,' ~- t i.t-Wi'6'9 L-, ;:_ O)ffi,!E'.tl~Mwatil~A, 
llllitlA o:, R:lt~A , llftHll A IJ){~Rff 'If, ~flt A (})r~ 
ffif&'.*, :BJ:. lNtf!iiJtACOl'tJEf\;;fJll.}..K~!'i{J~i% 
&-~~61b0)~~-'5=c:K~a--to~ 

6) *k O)~q!,)...J:t, ::::.0)-~0)jefeyd::, *OO 
~Wfttflt~fTO)ffi!E'.i:::::.:itf:-')f.:.'9tC, £,~l.) L-< ti: 
m~-: &J;!1..f:f::. (7)Jlii1ltwH:: 6 G rclltI:-Z*lJJ:~~a 
J.. --r o fc l/>O);tM;fi]{f: OLIFF PLC R.{t~-T 60 

(13) 

fJ-i±, .l:liG!;:Jl;;:i; i.rti.ltt L-tc.;ei!fl.;/t c L --C, ·&1, 
T (7) c: :ta I'.) 1r ~ -,r o : 

::. IJ)1fi ~ ~1:-::IMJ;b 6 .l:taf±if:fi-Cll1i5Jt Ltde;!!/3 
(l)(t, L < 1:tlll'i* L-t.:.a!i'EO)), **O)~PJJ*c? 
cb-5, t, L-< I-J**IJ)*~(7)9§.ly:j~-z>;!;>.?S.1:'.m 
l::.6,, 

2 

1) Each undcrsig11cd agre~s to execute ail papers 
ni:cei:;sary in.connection with any application and/or 
palent for the invet'ltion, and :dso to execute separate 
assignments !n. connection with such applications and 
patents as the Assignee may deem necessary, 

2) Each undersigned agrees to execute all papers 
necessary in connection with any interference or 
post-grant proceeding which may he declared 
concerning any application or patent for the invention 
and to cooperate wilh the Assignee in every way 
possible in obtaining evjdence and going forward with 
such interference or post-grant proceeding. 

3) Each undersigned agrees to execute all papers and 
documents and perform any act which may be 
necessary in connection with claims or provisions of 
the International Convention for Protection of 
Industrial Property or similar agreements. 

4) Eaclumdersigned agrees to perfQrm all affirmative 
acts which may be necessary to obtain, maintain or 
confirm by reissue or reexrunination a grant of a valid 
United States patent to the Assignee. 

5) Each undersigned authorizes and requests the 
Commissioner of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
to issue any and all patents resulting from said 
;i,pplication(s) to the said Assign1;;e, as Assignee of the 
entire interest, and covenants that he or she has foll 
light to convey the entire interest herein as.signed, and 
that he or she:has not executed, and will not execute, 
any agreement(s) .in conflict herewith, and. agrees that 
this assignment is binding onAssiguor and Assignor's 
heirs, successors, assigns and legal representatives. 

6) Each ui1dersigned hereby gra1Hs the firm of OLIFF 
PLC the power to insert on this assignment any further 
identification that may be necessary or desirable in 
order to co1nply ,vith the rules of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office for recordation ofthis 
document. 

(13) Declaration 
As an above named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

l believe I iim the original inventor or an original 
j9int i11ventor ofa daimcdinvention (or claimed 
design) ln the above-iderHified application for which 
this deClaration is being submilted. 
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.l.tal±l»JH±, ~ Bl.".:: J: !'J t.t-:S: ntd•, 'bl-< 
1± 13 aic J: l:i tf ~tt,:;s J: 5 !t.wF1iJ&~Htc:'b(l) 
<:Jiy:d:::..o 

fl.I±, lm:>ltlJ{-a-a-ti J:.~tl:l!ffi©P'l~ ✓.!:~f/'t:J:3 
J:: 'dJi!lHW l-, illtP~¼ifrrtJUUJffi '37 :$:ffi l *ffi 5.6 

~k~•~n6~k<.*~a~oo~tm=~ 
~~~~-Lt~~½~~--~*~~ff-• 
fi (..: iffl5f:T ~ ~ ~~ ~ .::f'fT 6 ::. t :a:-:~lfJ .6n 

f.l.tt, :::. v?1t§ ~tz::!3v ,-cM(~KJdfffi(l)IIJ#Jill 
~ -i-ff ".) icffl-iL *OOf1,;~1e•~1001*1.::: J:: 
1::1, lfrl:&b l, < f'j.:~illJj5ip.©~~lc~-lt GtLo 
'/J~, :H.::.t;t.:. .ti., t:, ([.)jflJ :ot{tt-$1- ~ ;l-1,o.::: .!:'. a-:fill.:fi!J -,::::,. 

The application was made or authorized to be 
made by me. 

I have revi~wed and understand the contents of 
the above-identified applicatioi1, including the claims, 
and .an"i aware of the duty to disclose to the Office ail 
information known to me to be-material to patentability 
as defined in 37 CFR §1.56. 

I hereby acknowledge that any willful false 
statement made in this declaration is punishable under 
18 U.S.C. 1001 by fine or imprisonment of not more 
than five (5) years, or both. 

In witness whereof, executed by the underslgned 011 

Oie d.-te(s) opposite the unden,igried name(s). 

Date 
i:l# 

Inventor Signature _____________ (SEAL 

~00~~~ TsuyoshiYOSHIKA WA fn 

Inventor Signature 
~oo~·~ 

Date 
December 10, 2014 

lnvenfor Signature 
13# 5/'iM*~~ 

lnvento1· Signature 

------~------ (SEAL 
Ff.I Tomohiro TSUKIHARA 

, 1-t ,--'",: 
___,_fi_-\_"; t=·--i_W-: -_,_-.,_/4t,='"-,,___·_-_·-. ____ (SEAL 

. No1·ikaiu KATO ff.I 

____________ (SEAL 

) 

Date 
El 'FI 56Mw~~ Tomoki YASUHARA Fil 

Date 
l=l# 

Inventor Signature 
~00*!§45 

Date Inventor Signature 
a# ~Mw~45 

Date 
1:1# 

Inventor Signature 
.5/'i!Y':l~~::t 

Date fovento-.. Signature 
S# ;"a~w~4; 

:::_ 0)~7£'.lflE~(a)*OOP'.l-e~~ ~;f1,o~Kl:t1'.~m£},._O) 
~ tfi ·C-. (b )* ~ :7~ <:~::t -~ ;h,'5 Wi ❖.:. ti* 00 pji:$ (I)§ wi 
""0~~ ~n7.'i :::.. ~ :?~~~ Glt"'a (a)b L< i:t.(b)-.o!1'""iiJ1i~ 
t~~IU::t, ric,l.:.!i1'; T :fJ&f,t; <. c: t =A(l)iffi:AUJ F-1 
mr--e~1; ~ n:;::,,::: t 1.1lm* l,.1,, = 

Date 
13# 

Date 
!l·H 

Witness 
IDEA.. 

·witness 

liiEA 

3 

___________ (SEAL 
fct1 

------~~--- (SEAL 
l=fJ 

_____________ (SEAL 

ffJ 

(SEAL 
J=i] 

111is assignmenL should preferably be signed before: 
(a) a Notary Public if within the UJ:tA. (b) a U.S. Consul if 
outside the U.S.A. If neither, tlwn it should be signed 
before at least two witnesses who also sign here: 
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ASSIGNMENT (BEING FILED FOR DUAL PURPOSE UNDER 37 CFR 1.63( e)) 

For Application with Filing Date on or afte1· September 16, 2012 

2012 &p 9 J=J 16 13 £-l~O) S {-t'"C"~l±IT 9 l±l»1JH;:.:tHt 0 
(37 CFR l.63(e)RJ1--5~ ;Mtffl-emti:iT o )-~IDE 

Japanese Language Assignment 

(1-8) Insert Legal Name(s) ofinventor(s) 

¾00~(1)~"-t ~in.AT~:.:... J-: 
(I) Tsuyoshi YOSI--ITKAWA 

(2) Tomohiro TSUKIHARA 

(3) . Norikazu KATO 

(4) Tomoki YASUHARA 

{5} 

{6} 

{7) 

(8) 

'fi'k O):i/-=:& _),_J;.:;tt l,-C:xJ£b;tLtc.%tn 1 Fiv ($1.00) 
to J: tHf:!!.(l):lR!itJJ/J:1'ff!lli~IEJ :a:-~1~ L, -c, "3-,;z (l)~Jdt., 
~(l)~-~~v•O)~~~~RL,k~t.~k~(l)~& 
:f-, J: V{t!J.(l)i\B~f.i,;t;11-'Z"~-6 . .:: c:: =a:- {llflWd. L. 

(9) 

(9) 

(10) 

(10) 

Insert Name ofAssignec 

~~,AJ:~45 ::ric.A:t:o ~ .!:: 
GREE, Inc. 

lnsertAddress of Assignee 

Jift~A.f±.Wr&faJ,.."t'0~c: 
6-10-I, Roppongi, Minato-kn, Tokyo I06-6ll2, JAPAN 

(.8Tf~A.J c:;f?F-t'?.5). ~~A.©.ffli11'A, 1kllML 1'~ 
~#.ft*, ;i3 J:: Vi':t~{{;~A.¾;:x:-t Lt, Tw<D~f*(l)Jel¥J 
to J:: Vf&Wmt #:fffel±l~JL :$1Wlll±il!'l:- ffls~l±lf.Ji, m~H:I 
;JL ~:f3<:.::t/:U.!ffi, ;f:3 J:: tJf¥ilM'rli!F@i&·a-u~t(})¥fWf[:H 
IWJi!C!ffl Lt. ¾'. td1Jtc.56~ 1.:~-t- -6 i::.t O)/M=ii4im:, ;t!lri,,'j 

~•.N~fi-~•~m~• L-c. ~oon*m~ffiS5 
~ffi 100 ~ti::!'Effl ~h-0 .:.' .!:'. O*!iHc~t L t-£:t (l):j:fil 
;fclL ffl~fftL :f-,J: tf;J;IJ~ &li~~T -6 ::. .;1: l::lr.,J~L,, :J:.1~ 
;:_ .:: ~;:i@~ l,, ti$E L, * k::f$~ L, 

(11) Inse1·t Identilieatioo such a.s Title, Case Numbc1·, 
ol" Foreign Application Number 

~ ¥t, $ftf:1i%, b L < f:t:>'i-OOl±Uirl:~%0) J:: 5 
t"J;:f,ffi~ljP~&'/IBJ\.(l)~ ~ 

In consideration of the sum of one dollar 
($1.00) and other good and valuable consideration paid 
to each of the undersigned, the receipt and sufficiency 
of which are hereby acknowledged, each undersigned,.,.... .. 
agrees to assign, and hereby does assign, transfer and 
set ovei-to 

(hereinafter designated as the Assignee) and A,;signee's 
heirs, successors, assigns and legal rc1rrcsentativcs. the 
entire right, title and interest for the United States of 
America as defined in 35 U.S.C. § 100, in the invention, 
and in all applications for patent including any and all 
provisional, non-provisional, divisional, continuation, 
iotematicmal, substitute and reLssue !!pplici:ition(s), ami 
all Letters Pate1lt, extensions, reissues and 
reexam.inatio11 certificates that may be granted on the 
invention known as 

( 11) GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

(Attorney Docket No. 163485 ), filed on even date herewith or as 
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(-tMff::l:mJJl!:ffi:% ___________ )~ O)~~·it)m;tl::121'51- f3 R:. t) L < l± 
(!2) Alternative Identificntion for filed ap[llications 

~1:1::\~.n,tctl:lmaO)fcobO),(-\;*~~~~ 
(12) U.S. Application Serial Number 

tiiaO) * ~ tl1JJtl,fjJ:fil..:ffl: {t -r, 
filed 

I) ,a-kO)*,i·AJ'i, KiJlm~OOIC.tffl"t-0:£--CO) 
1±1!.ffi:fo J:: ut/'b L < 1±!/'!i't·H.:::.l:!JH, --C &,~U.t'.¥:--C 
O)if1lU.:*4:i L 1:t fs:J·:t-llB..i\. -t- 6 =. t f;: [):,]~ L, 
!i!€~Ai6t&,~ .!:: .~.:b;n,;;s, =. o) J: 5 f.t 1:l:lfi:t3 J:: 
a~~i'H.:::.!ffl L --c d)Jl!Jills~ilitmtc:W:15 L- s f.J·:a:-tc. 
AT-6:::. t.: KITTJ;'§t~~-60 

~ *kO)-~A~.ttEH~KM"t-6~--CO) 
1±1~ i) L < t:i:£1'$1;.!ff,:-:m) Lt*l¥i ~;h,.:f, .{ Y -!7-
:J .::r: V1/ 7-- 'b L ( f;t¥f,jilf-jefi'f.&O)~itj-0)$•~'2-' 
K~ L--C&,~t.t~~(u'Jit~l.::~$i L El1sJ•~fil:lA 
--r .:s =. c f.:.11',J~: L-. m£m1&ti;to J:: 1.Y-t(f) J:: 5 tt. 
.{ 1/?'-7 5c vY:7-- 'b L < l:l:!t#Wf.mtr:f&O)~tt 

. OJ.'f-~~ :a:-~fi'-t-0!.:::..bf(. IJ, 1,,,f.i,t.t0J.r~1;::. 
;Joi.,, ·c 'b mfm'Hi~~A l:: i¼bJ:rt· 6 =. c 1-,:::. [l:,];l.ti· 
60 
3) ,a-..1~ O)~,i;Af;t, OO~I~ffl::tf,11i;i!¥c~itirAE 
OJ•*'bL(ttffl~'bL<ttffiWC~KMLt 
~~~~--CO)ffl-~J::OWffiK9£LaM~re 
A L,, ,~-~ t.t v, il '1,t 0 n"~ 'b !~Hi•i- .{:. ::-.. c j;: [Pl 

~T6o 

~ *k0)5~A~,ttfflM~AkML~~~ 
fJ:*~4\'t1i"fOJil:.)lli:t-l&+,~ L, iffi~ L,, 'b L-< l'i 
Naff~L-<cl~W-kJ::~---t~k~K~ 
~f.J:.v•tJ~f.t6:fr~ 'b!i!ifi-t·<& ::-.. J:: (.:.[):,]J.!i~6o 

5) ,g_,,..., O)~!lJA~:t, *OO%°f"f~:~fr~1n:1ru 
tal:l:\!fJin, bJlEi:.Ltc.1::--C OJ!j('j'wf a.", -:@:t O);j<lj~ 

0•§1:A J:: L- --c O)"fJtc~~A 1.::~-j- L- -c ~tr-t 6 
;:_ t'. ::r-~-Pf:to J:: V"~ L, ~-~ Al:t:::.:::. {c~f!t 
T6~--COJ~tt::r-96k~OJ~tOJm~~~ 
L-,~~M~K~6• ~K~~K9,iLa#~ 
~J....-t-6:::.t~<bL<~•*W~LS#~~ 
;.._ LfJ:i.,,::-_ t «~Ni~ L-, ;:::.0)1~Ji:fi,Jwic.~i,lJ...., 
lti@tA0k~if-.;.A. ·~AO)fiUtk1f, ~ritA©ttl[ 
~71JI¥'i·. :to J: tYr.~igA <i>llUi'ftJ,!HAt.:.tlHi{_J~U9I 
~~b~6'b©~;b~:::.tk[):,]A"t-6o 

6) 4;-k(l)~1';)d"i, ;:_O)*jffiO)J@fi.i'cl::, *00 
4trlffrl'HiUI'OJffl.lE'.R:.vt? tc.'lhl.:., &,~t> L-< tt 
,riJrMi<:'i.b;h,!J::::. OJff~:t~mHt..i:5 G R:.1iftlWtPf1:r_g ~~B 
J>,..-t-0 f~"li)(})t~f!J ~ OLIFF' PLC (C.1-J .q-i- Oo 

(13) 

fU;t, J::m1,f..:JI;~ ~ic~ L-tc§El!Fl* c: L --C, .lV. 
Tm l:: :to l'.l w ~To: 

:::. (!)'ill i3~fcr,m;b6J:idlli!ffl~mirw: Lt.-:Jef!M 
OJ(b L- < ¾-.till!3:!t Lk~:!lr.<1>). **OJ§Bfl}l:\1a'--e 
i.b6, bL<~**OJ*~OJ~OO*~i.b6~ffl 
t:.60 

1) Each undersigned agrees to execute all papers 
necessary in connection with any application and/or 
.patent for the invention, and also to execute separate 
assignments in connection witb such applications and 
patents llS the Assignee may deem necessary. 

2) Each undersigned agrees to execute all papers 
necessary in connection with any interference or 
post-grant proceeding which may be declat·ed 
concerning any application or patent for the invention 
and to cooperate with the Assignee .in every way 
possible ill obtaining evidence and going forward with 
such inte1:fercnce or post-grant proceeding . 

3) Each undersigned agrees to execute all papers and 
documents and perform any act which may be 
necessary in connection with claims or provisions of 
the International Convention for Protection of 
Industrial Property or similar agreements. 

4) Each undersigned agrees to perform a!l affinuaHve 
acts ,;vhich roay be necessary to obtaiu, maintain or 
confirm by reissue or reexamination a grant of a valid 
United States patent to the Assignee. · 

5) Each undersigned authorizes and requests the 
Commissioner of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
to issue a,ny and all patents resulting from said 
ap11Hcation(s) to the said Assignee, as Assignee of the 
entire inte1·est, and covenants that he or she has full 
right to convey the entire interest herein assigned, and 
that he or she has not executed, and will not execute, 
any agreement(s) in conflict hercwi!h, and agrees that 
this assignment is binding on Assignor and Assignor's 
heirs, successors, assigns and legal representatives. 

6) Each undersigned hereby grants the firm of OLIFF 
PLC the power to insert on H1is assignment any further 
identification that may be necessary or desirable in 
order to comply with the rules of the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office forrecordation of this 
document. 

(13) Declaration 

As an above named inventm~ I hereby declare that: 

I believe I am the original inventor or an original 
joint inventor of a claimed invention {or claimed 
design) in the above-identified application for which 
this declaration is being submitted. 
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Date 
!Hst 

Date 
BH 

Date 
13 fsj" 

Date 
!H<t 

Date 
J:l# 

Date 
aM 

Date 
IH<t 

Date 
l=l# 

J::Wcl:emi!'l, §c..~.:.J:1Jt.,t~J1,k.iJ,, 'hL< 
~~B~~IJ~~~6~,~~~~~~k~O) 

,!~0t:::.." 

fk 1•i, liNitlti .z'-attJ::ifil 1:lJ~ 0) 11'1 $ ~ M!Jf't:to 
J: V:J:!l!Wj1 L, ~nh~fffflJIJJ~ 37 Ji'f* l 5f.cffi 56 

~~~-~h6~t<.M~lt~OOGtB•~ 
~~ c:~~L, t l.'~1tt©'~tlH0~~4l~~ffi 
fr!..:00~-t' ,,..,,._-e-~$;"-'a:';w·-t-;s::. l:: ~~ii> 9o 

:¥1,J±, :::_ O)'§~·tn::;fov"T/tcflH::.mt(~O)Fe!Rill! 
~::rfi-:dc.~.g.., .:¥:~i.MfH8~ffi 1001$ f;: J: 
1J, if!Hrd) L < tb'!iiWi54¥,0)~~f;::fi/!dt G,h.,Z'> 
tA. ~ 1::.:.1:t .::.rt G <DJflJ;f;-(}fn ~ ;fl,9.:::. l:: :a::~~ 
-r Q 0 

Inventor Signature 
~Mif!i}q; 

November 6, 2015 Inventor Signature 

~IY'l*~1'i 

Inventor Signature 
~ijlj*~~ 

Inventor Signature 
§e.00*~£ 

Inventor Siguaturc 

~00*~45 

Inventor Signature 
Jeg)j*~q; 

Inventor Siguaturc 

~OO*ifi'i 

Inventor Signature 
5eijlj*~1'i 

::: O)IWW'.mEJ:t(a)*ffilV'I---C~ ~tLol~'m::.rt:~liiEAO) 
t::r-itfJ---c-, (b)*OOJ~-r:~~ ~;h,,gl~Hs::.f±*§8ff$0) ~ wJ 
--e,~q; ~;/1,6.::. c n"~* L-v'o (a):h L-< !';t(b)tJ'i;:r;:EJ"fjg 
t1:r:'iH::t.t, r~{;::~£ T 0 ,Pt.t: < .1:: 'h =AO)fiEAO) I"! 
wn::~::t 2- no ::: c :tM~ * L- 1.,,: 

Date \Vitness 
a N· IDEA 

Date Witness 

RM IDEA 

The application was made or authorized to be 
made by me. 

1 have reviewed and understand the cot!tenls of 
the above-identified application, including the claims, 
and am aware of the duty to disclose to the Olt1ce ail 
information known to me to be material to patentabi!ity 
as.defined in 37 CFR §1.56. 

I hereby acknowledge that any wiilfui false 
statement made in this declaration is punishable under 
1 & U.S. C. 1001 by .fine or imprisonment ofnot more 
than five (5) years, or both. 

In 'witness whereof, executed by the undersigned on 
the datc(s) opposite the undersigned name(s). 

(SEAL 

FIJ 

(SEAL ) 

FIJ 

(SEAL ) 

Norikazu KATO J=p 

(SEAL 
Tomoki YASUHARA . f:P 

(SEAI; 

l=P 

(SEAL ) 
FIJ 

(SEAL ) 
f:c[J 

(SEAL ) 

l=P 

This assignment should preferably he signed before; 
(a) a Notary Public if within the U.S.A. (b).a U.S. Consul if 
outside the U.S.A. If neither, then it should be signed 
before at least two witnesses who also sign here: 
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Docket No.: 163485.01 
(PATENT) 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA et al. 

Application No.: Not Yet Assigned 

Filed: Concurrently Herewith 

For: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME 
SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Attorney Docket No.: 163485.01 

Confirmation No.: NIA 

Art Unit: NIA 

Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 

AFFIRMATION OF ACCURACY OF TRANSLATION OF DECLARATION 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

The Declaration filed herewith is a combined English-language/foreign-language 

Declaration. On information and belief, the English-language portions of the Declaration are 

accurate translations of the foreign-language portions. 

JAO:BGN/jlw 

Date: August 2, 2018 

OLIFF PLC 
P.O. Box 320850 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 

5942525v.1 163485.01 

Respectfully submitted, 

Electronic signature: / B. Graham Nelson / 
James A. Oliff 
Registration No.: 27,075 
B. Graham Nelson 
Registration No.: 72,699 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 

Please grant any extension 
necessary for entry of this filing; 

Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

GENERAL POWER OF ATTORNEY 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandriat VA 22313-1450 

OwnerName: GREE, Inc. 

hereby appoints the patent practitioners associated with Oliff & Berridge, PLC Customer 

No. 25944 as attorneys of record to prosecute any and all patents and patent applications in 

which this General Power of Attorney is filed, and all continuations and divisions thereof, 

owned in whole or in part by the above-named owner, and to transact all business in the 

Patent and Trademark Office. 

The undersigned is authorized to execute this document as or on behalf of the owner. 

ALL CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE SENT TO OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC, 
CUSTOMER NO. 25944, TELEPHONE (703) 836-6400. 

November 7, 2013 
Date Signature 

Typed Name: Kotaro Y amagishi 

Title: Co-Founder and Executive Vice 
President 

(if acting on behalf of an Owner) 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 234



Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 

Application Number: 

Filing Date: 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

Filer: James Albert Oliff/Jamie Wolfe 

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01 

Filed as Large Entity 

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Basic Filing: 

UTILITY APPLICATION FILING 1011 1 300 300 

UTILITY SEARCH FEE 1111 1 660 660 

UTILITY EXAMINATION FEE 1311 1 760 760 

Pages: 

Claims: 

Miscellaneous-Filing: 

Petition: 

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount 
Sub-Total in 

USO($) 

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance: 

Extension-of-Time: 

Miscellaneous: 

Total in USO($) 1720 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 33358208 

Application Number: 16053149 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 6107 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

Customer Number: 25944 

Filer: James Albert Oliff/Jamie Wolfe 

Filer Authorized By: James Albert Oliff 

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01 

Receipt Date: 02-AUG-2018 

Filing Date: 

Time Stamp: 15:17:40 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment yes 

Payment Type DA 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $1720 

RAM confirmation Number 080318INTEFSW00001682150461 

Deposit Account 

Authorized User 

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows: 
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File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.) 

1255859 

1 Application Data Sheet 
Application_Data_Sheet_Fillabl 

no 9 
e_PDF.pdf 

3a717b829fb34398fc9Sb767328Sb6bb26b 
2e26d 

Warnings: 

Information: 

21917 

2 
20180802_Preliminary _Amend 

yes 3 
ment.pdf 

f41289d6e478772c2b 16c578461 004cb81 c 
252d 

Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description 

Document Description Start End 

Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment 3 3 

Specification 2 2 

Preliminary Amendment 1 1 

Warnings: 

Information: 

1187989 

3 Specificaiton.PDF yes 25 
c2ab4e73122e1 0943e3f42add51 e629a5b9 

e02Sd 

Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description 

Document Description Start End 

Abstract 25 25 

Claims 21 24 

Specification 1 20 

Warnings: 

Information: 
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303826 

4 
Drawings-only black and white line 

Drawings.PDF no 10 
drawings 

8ca06b4242b5a 184163f000ebc2656fc657 
bOSb 

Warnings: 

Information: 

602773 

5 Oath or Declaration filed Declaration.PDF no 9 
23f19ac144c60e3687dda2bd7bd2b553e0 

b70e4 

Warnings: 

Information: 

17145 

6 Miscellaneous Incoming Letter 
Affirmation_of_Accuracy _of_ Tr 

no 1 
anslation_of_Declaration.pdf 

194ba2acd7Sd04f451 bba5392c5ed 1 Sc8b5 
bdef6 

Warnings: 

Information: 

40105 

7 Power of Attorney 
General_Power_of_Attorney. 

no 1 
PDF 

71128e6432b5f439daedf8af23d032377a5f 
dOaa 

Warnings: 

Information: 

35182 

8 Fee Worksheet (5B06) fee-info.pdf no 2 
5 079 5 965 a65 9 bdf4aa881 b 7906403 235 d 3e 

b46Sc 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 3464796 
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT /DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 
New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 

EFSID: 33358208 

Application Number: 16053149 

International Application Number: 

Confirmation Number: 6107 

Title of Invention: GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Tsuyoshi YOSHIKAWA 

Customer Number: 25944 

Filer: James Albert Oliff/Jamie Wolfe 

Filer Authorized By: James Albert Oliff 

Attorney Docket Number: 163485.01 

Receipt Date: 02-AUG-2018 

Filing Date: 

Time Stamp: 15:17:40 

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111 (a) 

Payment information: 

Submitted with Payment yes 

Payment Type DA 

Payment was successfully received in RAM $1720 

RAM confirmation Number 080318INTEFSW00001682150461 

Deposit Account 

Authorized User 

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows: 
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File Listing: 

Document 
Document Description File Name 

File Size(Bytes}/ Multi Pages 
Number Message Digest Part /.zip (if appl.) 

1255859 

1 Application Data Sheet 
Application_Data_Sheet_Fillabl 

no 9 
e_PDF.pdf 

3a717b829fb34398fc9Sb767328Sb6bb26b 
2e26d 

Warnings: 

Information: 

21917 

2 
20180802_Preliminary _Amend 

yes 3 
ment.pdf 

f41289d6e478772c2b 16c578461 004cb81 c 
252d 

Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description 

Document Description Start End 

Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment 3 3 

Specification 2 2 

Preliminary Amendment 1 1 

Warnings: 

Information: 

1187989 

3 Specificaiton.PDF yes 25 
c2ab4e73122e1 0943e3f42add51 e629a5b9 

e02Sd 

Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description 

Document Description Start End 

Abstract 25 25 

Claims 21 24 

Specification 1 20 

Warnings: 

Information: 
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303826 

4 
Drawings-only black and white line 

Drawings.PDF no 10 
drawings 

8ca06b4242b5a 184163f000ebc2656fc657 
bOSb 

Warnings: 

Information: 

602773 

5 Oath or Declaration filed Declaration.PDF no 9 
23f19ac144c60e3687dda2bd7bd2b553e0 

b70e4 

Warnings: 

Information: 

17145 

6 Miscellaneous Incoming Letter 
Affirmation_of_Accuracy _of_ Tr 

no 1 
anslation_of_Declaration.pdf 

194ba2acd7Sd04f451 bba5392c5ed 1 Sc8b5 
bdef6 

Warnings: 

Information: 

40105 

7 Power of Attorney 
General_Power_of_Attorney. 

no 1 
PDF 

71128e6432b5f439daedf8af23d032377a5f 
dOaa 

Warnings: 

Information: 

35182 

8 Fee Worksheet (5B06) fee-info.pdf no 2 
5 079 5 965 a65 9 bdf4aa881 b 7906403 235 d 3e 

b46Sc 

Warnings: 

Information: 

Total Files Size (in bytes) 3464796 
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 
National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT /DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 
New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 181 O), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/1 OS) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 
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PTO/AIN14 (02-18) 
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 163485.01 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the 
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76. 
This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the 
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application. 

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2: 

D Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to 
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.) 

Inventor Information: 

Inventor 11 I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

I El tsuyoshi I fl'OSHIKAWA I El 
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency • Non US Residency Active US Military Service 

City [okyo l1country of Residence i If P I 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 ~o GREE, Inc. 

Address 2 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku 

City I lfokyo I State/Province 11 

Postal Code I 1106-6112 I Countryi I ~p 

Inventor ~ I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

I El lfomohiro I lfSUKIHARA I El 
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency @ Non US Residency Active US Military Service 

City [okyo IICountry of Residence i If P I 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 ~o GREE, Inc. 

Address 2 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku 

City I lfokyo I State/Province 11 

Postal Code I 1106-6112 I Countryi I µp 

Inventor b I Remove I 
Legal Name 

EFSWeb2.2.13 

Supercell 
Exhibit 1004 

Page 245



PTO/AIN14 (02-18) 
Approved for use through 11/30/2020. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 163485.01 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

I El t'Jorikazu I J{ATO I El 
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency @ Non US Residency Active US Military Service 

City rokyo IICountry of Residence i l~P I 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 ~o GREE, Inc. 

Address 2 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku 

City I lfokyo I State/Province 11 

Postal Code I 1106-6112 I Countryi I ~p 

Inventor ~ I Remove I 
Legal Name 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

I El lfomoki I fl'ASUHARA I El 
Residence Information (Select One) US Residency @ Non US Residency Active US Military Service 

City rokyo IICountry of Residence i l~P I 

Mailing Address of Inventor: 

Address 1 ~o GREE, Inc. 

Address 2 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku 

City I lfokyo I State/Province 11 
Postal Code 1 1106-6112 I Countryi I ~p 

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be 
generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add I 

Correspondence Information: 
Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below. 
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a). 

D An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application. 

Customer Number 25944 

Email Address email@oliff.com I I Add Email I I Remove Email I 
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Application Number 

Title of Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Application Information: 

Title of the Invention 3AME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Attorney Docket Number 163485.01 I Small Entity Status Claimed • 
Application Type Non provisional 

Subject Matter Utility 

Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 1110 I Suggested Figure for Publication (if any) 111 

Filing By Reference: 
Only complete this section when filing an application by reference under 35 U.S.C. 111 (c) and 37 CFR 1.57(a). Do not complete this section if 
application papers including a specification and any drawings are being filed. Any domestic benefit or foreign priority information must be 
provided in the appropriate section(s) below (i.e., "Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information" and "Foreign Priority Information"). 

For the purposes of a filing date under 37 CFR 1.53(b), the description and any drawings of the present application are replaced by this 
reference to the previously filed application, subject to conditions and requirements of 37 CFR 1.57(a). 

Application number of the previously Filing date (YYYY-MM-DD) Intellectual Property Authority or Country 
filed application 

Publication Information: 

• 

• 

Request Early Publication (Fee required at time of Request 37 CFR 1.219) 

Request Not to Publish. I hereby request that the attached application not be published under 

35 U.S.C. 122(b) and certify that the invention disclosed in the attached application has not and will not be the 
subject of an application filed in another country, or under a multilateral international agreement, that requires 
publication at eighteen months after filing. 

Representative Information: 

. 

. 

;_ 

Representative information should be provided for all practitioners having a power of attorney in the application. Providing 
this information in the Application Data Sheet does not constitute a power of attorney in the application (see 37 CFR 1.32). 
Either enter Customer Number or complete the Representative Name section below. If both sections are completed the customer 
Number will be used for the Representative Information during processing. 

Please Select One: • Customer Number I US Patent Practitioner lo Limited Recognition (37 CFR 11.9) 

Customer Number ~5944 
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Application Number 

Title of Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Domestic Benefit/National Stage Information: 
This section allows for the applicant to either claim benefit under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, 365(c), or 386(c) or indicate 
National Stage entry from a PCT application. Providing benefit claim information in the Application Data Sheet constitutes 
the specific reference required by 35 U.S.C. 119(e) or 120, and 37 CFR 1.78. 
When referring to the current application, please leave the "Application Number" field blank. 

Prior Application Status !='ending . I Remove I 
Filing or 371 (c) Date 

Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 

I Continuation of . 14/409219 ~014-12-18 

Prior Application Status . I Remove I 
Filing or 371 (c) Date 

Application Number Continuity Type Prior Application Number (YYYY-MM-DD) 

~4/409219 • 371 of international . PCT/JP2013/003899 ~013-06-21 

Additional Domestic Benefit/National Stage Data may be generated within this form 
I Add I by selecting the Add button. 

Foreign Priority Information: 

This section allows for the applicant to claim priority to a foreign application. Providing this information in the application data sheet 

constitutes the claim for priority as required by 35 U.S.C. 119(b) and 37 CFR 1.55. When priority is claimed to a foreign application 

that is eligible for retrieval under the priority document exchange program (PDXi the information will be used by the Office to 

automatically attempt retrieval pursuant to 37 CFR 1.55(i)(1) and (2). Under the POX program, applicant bears the ultimate 

responsibility for ensuring that a copy of the foreign application is received by the Office from the participating foreign intellectual 

property office, or a certified copy of the foreign priority application is filed, within the time period specified in 37 CFR 1.55(g)(1 ). 

I Remove I 
Application Number Countryi Filing Date (YYYY-MM-DD) Access Codei (if applicable) 

J/012-140213 ~p J/012-06-21 

Additional Foreign Priority Data may be generated within this form by selecting the 
Add button. I Add I 

Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AIA (First Inventor to File) Transition 
Applications 

This application (1) claims priority to or the benefit of an application filed before March 16, 2013 and (2) also 
contains, or contained at any time, a claim to a claimed invention that has an effective filing date on or after March • 16,2013. 
NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March 
16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA. 
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Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access: 

When this Application Data Sheet is properly signed and filed with the application, applicant has provided written 
authority to permit a participating foreign intellectual property (IP) office access to the instant application-as-filed (see 
paragraph A in subsection 1 below) and the European Patent Office (EPO) access to any search results from the instant 
application (see paragraph Bin subsection 1 below). 

Should applicant choose not to provide an authorization identified in subsection 1 below, applicant must opt-out of the 
authorization by checking the corresponding box A or B or both in subsection 2 below. 

NOTE: This section of the Application Data Sheet is ONLY reviewed and processed with the INITIAL filing of an 
application. After the initial filing of an application, an Application Data Sheet cannot be used to provide or rescind 
authorization for access by a foreign IP office(s). Instead, Form PTO/SB/39 or PTO/SB/69 must be used as appropriate. 

1. Authorization to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s) 

A. Priority Document Exchange (PDXl - Unless box A in subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, the 
undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), the Japan Patent Office 
(JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People's Republic of 
China (SIPO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and any other foreign intellectual property office 
participating with the USPTO in a bilateral or multilateral priority document exchange agreement in which a foreign 
application claiming priority to the instant patent application is filed, access to: (1) the instant patent application-as-filed 
and its related bibliographic data, (2) any foreign or domestic application to which priority or benefit is claimed by the 
instant application and its related bibliographic data, and (3) the date of filing of this Authorization. See 37 CFR 1.14(h) 
(1 ). 

B. Search Results from U.S. Application to EPO - Unless box Bin subsection 2 (opt-out of authorization) is checked, 
the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the EPO access to the bibliographic data and search 
results from the instant patent application when a European patent application claiming priority to the instant patent 
application is filed. See 37 CFR 1.14(h)(2). 

The applicant is reminded that the EPO's Rule 141(1) EPC (European Patent Convention) requires applicants to submit a 
copy of search results from the instant application without delay in a European patent application that claims priority to 
the instant application. 

2. Opt-Out of Authorizations to Permit Access by a Foreign Intellectual Property Office(s) 

A. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to permit a participating foreign IP office access to the instant 
D application-as-filed. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing a participating foreign IP office with 

any documents and information identified in subsection 1A above. 

B. Applicant DOES NOT authorize the USPTO to transmit to the EPO any search results from the instant patent 
D application. If this box is checked, the USPTO will not be providing the EPO with search results from the instant 

application. 

NOTE: Once the application has published or is otherwise publicly available, the USPTO may provide access to the 
application in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14. 
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Application Number 

Title of Invention GAME CONTROL METHOD, GAME SERVER, AND PROGRAM 

Applicant Information: 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Tille 37 of CFR 
to have an assignment recorded by the Office. 

Applicant 11 I Remove I 
If the applicant is the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed. 
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR 
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person 
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an 
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient 
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be 
identified in this section. 

I Clear I 

• Assignee 
I 

Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 
I 

Joint Inventor 

Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. 
I Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest 

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is: 

1~1 
Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor: I 

If the Applicant is an Organization check here. ~ 
Organization Name I 13REE, INC. 

Mailing Address Information For Applicant: 

Address 1 5-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku 

Address 2 

City Tokyo State/Province 

Country I ~P Postal Code 106-6112 

Phone Number Fax Number 

Email Address 

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add I 

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information: 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 
37 of CFR to have an assignment recorded by the Office. 
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Application Number 
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Assignee 11 

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent 
application publication. An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application 
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the 
patent application publication. 

I Remove I 
If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. ~ 
Organization Name 

I J:,REE, INC. 

Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee: 

Address 1 p-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku 

Address 2 

City lrokyo I I State/Province 

Countryi I ~p Postal Code 106-6112 

Phone Number Fax Number 

Email Address 

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by 
I Add I selecting the Add button. 

Signature: Remove 

NOTE: This Application Data Sheet must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b ). However, if this Application 
Data Sheet is submitted with the INITIAL filing of the application and either box A or B is not checked in 
subsection 2 of the "Authorization or Opt-Out of Authorization to Permit Access" section, then this form must 
also be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c). 

This Application Data Sheet must be signed by a patent practitioner if one or more of the applicants is a juristic 
entity (e.g., corporation or association). If the applicant is two or more joint inventors, this form must be signed by a 
patent practitioner, all joint inventors who are the applicant, or one or more joint inventor-applicants who have been given 
power of attorney (e.g., see US PTO Form PTO/AIA/81) on behalf of all joint inventor-applicants. 

See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for the manner of making signatures and certifications. 

Signature VB_ Graham Nelson/ for James A. Oliff Date (YYYY-MM-DD) ~018-08-02 

First Name ~- Graham I Last Name I ~elson Registration Number 172,699 

Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add I 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1. 76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which 
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This 
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data 
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of lime you require to 
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related to a patent 
application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information 
is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of 
the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy 
Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of 
Information Act requires disclosure of these records. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative 
tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations. 

3 A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom 
the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in order to perform 
a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, 
to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the PatentCooperationTreaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) 
and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee, during an 
inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and 
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of 
records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about 
individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 
122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1. 14, as a routine use, 
to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is 
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes 
aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 
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Application No. New U.S. Patent Application 

RElVIARKS 

Claims 1-9 are pending in this application. By this Amendment, the specification is 

amended to correct typographical errors. No new matter is added. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 

condition for allowance. Favorable consideration and prompt allowance are earnestly 

solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to 

place this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to 

contact the undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JAO:BGN 

Date: August 2, 2018 

OLIFF PLC 

P.O. Box 320850 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320-4850 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 

-3-

I B. Graham Nelson / 

James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

B. Graham Nelson 
Registration No. 72,699 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
AUTHORIZATION 

Please grant any extension 
necessary for entry of this filing; 

Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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Amendments to the Specification: 

Please amend paragraph [0073] as follows: 

[0073] FIG. 9 illustrates an example of acquirable item information presented by the 

infonnation presentation unit 12 in Embodiment 3. In FIG. -1-92_, items for which the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less are displayed with a sheet (scratch card) 

composed of 25 cells 301 to 325. Each cell corresponds to an item for which the count of 

necessary attempts for acquisition is 25 or less. The items for which the count of necessary 

attempts for acquisition is 25 or less are randomly associated with the cells 301 to 325. 

Please amend paragraph [0074] as follows: 

[0074] As illustrated in the example in FIG. 9, when the numerical value of the item 

type is at least a predetermined value, the pattern shown in cell 301 and the like is displayed. 

Here, the predetermined value is four. Conversely, when the item type is less than the 

predetermined value, the pattern shown in cell 302 and the like is displayed. In other words, 

FIG. 8-2._displays the total count of items for which the numerical value of the item type is at 

least a predetermined value among items for which the count of necessary attempts for 

acquisition is 25 or less. 

Please amend paragraph [0080] as follows: 

[0080] FIG. lO(b) illustrates an example of cells 308,316, and 320 being selected. 

The selected cells are displayed with the same pattern as the cells in the scratch card shown in 

FIG. -1-92_. Note that the item detail information corresponding to the selected cells may be 

displayed in the selected cells. 

-2-
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