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tector to filter out oblique light rays that do not originate
from a point in front of the detector. Accordingly, if the
emitter and photodetector are not properly aligned, the
photodetector will not produce a signal within the valid
operating range of the pulse oximeter. In accordance with a
method of the present invention the pulse oximeter can
sound an alarm or display a warning if it determines that the
probe is not properly attached to the patient.

18 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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