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speed reduces the number of gearbox ratios that are needed for starting and hill
climbing. However, if the turbocharger is matched to give high torque at low

speeds, then at high speeds the pressure ratio will be too great, and the
turbocharger may also over-speed. This problem is particularly severe on passenger
car engines and an exhaust by-pass valve (waste-gate) is often used. The by-pass
valve is spring regulated and, at high flow rates when the pressure rises, it allows
some exhaust to by-pass the turbine, thus limiting the compressor pressure ratio.

Turbocharging is particularly popular for automotive applications since it enables
smaller, lighter and more compact power units to be used. This is essential in cars if
the performance of a compression ignition engine is to approach that of a spark

ignition engine. In trucks the advantages are even greater. With a lighter engine in
a vehicle that has a gross weight limit, the payload can be increased. Also, when
the vehicle is empty the weight is reduced and the vehicle fuel consumption is

improved. The specific fuel consumption of a turbocharged compression ignition
engine is better than that for a naturally aspirated engine, but additional gains can
be made by retuning the engine. If the maximum torque occurs at an even lower
engine speed, the mechanical losses in the engine will be reduced and the specific
fuel consumption will be further improved. However, the gearing will then have to

be changed to ensure that the minimum specific fuel consumption occurs at the
normal operating point. Ford (1982) claim that turbocharging can reduce the
weight of truck engines by 30 per cent, and improve the specific fuel consumption

by from 4 to 16 per cent. Figure 9.20 shows a comparison of naturally aspirated
and turbocharged truck engines of equivalent power outputs.

In passenger cars a turbocharged compression ignition engine can offer a
performance approaching that of a comparably sized spark ignition engine; its
torque will be greater but its maximum speed lower. Compression ignition engines

can give a better fuel consumption than spark ignition engined vehicles, but this
will depend on the driving pattern (Radermacher, 1982) and whether the
comparison uses a volumetric or gravimetric basis (see chapter 3, section 3.7).

9.4 g Turbocharging the spark ignition engine
Turbocharging the spark ignition engine is more difficult than turbocharging the
compression ignition engine. The material from the previous section applies, but in
addition spark ignition engines require a wider air flow range (owing to a wider

speed range and throttling), a faster response, and more careful control to avoid
either pre-ignition or self-ignition (knock). The fuel economy of a spark ignition
engine is not necessarily improved by turbocharging. To avoid both knock and self-
ignition it is common practice to lower the compression ratio, thus lowering the
cycle efficiency. This may or may not be offset by the frictional losses representing
a smaller fraction of the engine output.

The turbocharger raises the temperature and pressure at inlet to the spark
ignition engine, and consequently pressures and temperatures are raised
throughout the ensuing processes. The effect of inlet pressure and temperature
on the knock-limited operation of an engine running at constant speed, with a
constant compression ratio, is shown in figure 9.21. Higher octane fuels and rich

mixtures both permit operation with higher boost pressures and temperatures.
Retarding the ignition timing will reduce the peak pressures and temperatures to
provide further control on knock. Unfortunately there will be a trade-off in power

Turbocharging 393
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Figure 9.20
Comparison of comparably
powerful naturally
aspirated and
turbocharged engines
(Ford, 1982).

Figure 9.21
Influence of charge
temperature on charge
pressure (knock-limited)
with different air/fuel ratios

and fuel qualities (with
acknowledgement to
Watson and Janota, 1982).
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Inter-cooling may appear attractive, but in practice it is very rarely used.

Compared with a compression ignition engine, the lower pressure ratios cause a
lower charge temperature, which would then necessitate a larger inter-cooler for a

given temperature drop. Furthermore, the volume of the inter-cooler impairs the
transient response, and this is more significant in spark ignition engines with their

low inertia and rapid response. Finally, a very significant temperature drop occurs
through fuel evaporation. a process that cannot occur in compression ignition

engines. ,
Water injection has been used in pressure~charged military spark ignition engines

as a means of cooling the charge, so as to increase the charge density and inhibit the
onset of knock. Saab have demonstrated the use of water injection in their 2.3 litre
turbocharged spark ignition engine. Water injection (at up to 0.5 litre/min) is used at
full throttle conditions above 3000 rpm, permitting an increase in power from
120 kW at 4200 rpm to 175 kW at 5600 rpm for stoichiometric operation.

The fuel/air mixture can be prepared by either carburation or fuel injection,

either before or after the turbocharger. Fuel injection systems are simplest since
they deduce air mass flow rate and will be designed to be insensitive to pressure
variations. In engines with carburettors it may appear more attractive to keep the

carburettor and inlet manifold from the naturally aspirated engine. However, the
carburettor then has to deal with a flow of varying pressure. The carburettor can be
rematched by changing the jets, and the float Chamber can be pressurised.
Unfortunately, it is difficult to obtain the required mixture over the full range of
pressures and flow rates. In general it is better to place the carburettor before the
compressor for a variety of reasons. The main complication is that the compressor
rotor seal needs improvement to prevent dilution of the fuel/air mixture at part

load and idling conditions. The most effective solution is to replace the piston ring
type seals with a carbon ring lightly loaded against a thrust face. A disadvantage of
placing the carburettor before the compressor is that the volume of air and fuel
between the carburettor and engine is increased. This can cause fuel hold-up when
the throttle is opened, and a rich mixture on over-run when the throttle is closed,
as discussed in chapter 4, section 4.6.1.

The advantage of placing the carburettor or single point fuel injection before the
compressor are:

(i) the carburettor operates at ambient pressure

(ii) there is reduced charge temperature

(iii) compressor operation is further from the surge limit

(iv) there is a more homogeneous mixture at entry to the cylinders.

If the carburettor operates at ambient pressure then the fuel pump can be standard
and the carburettor can be re-jetted or changed to allow for the increased
volumetric flow rate.

The charge temperature will be lower if the carburettor is placed before the

compressor. Assuming constant specific heat capacities, and a constant enthalpy of
evaporation for the fuel, then the temperature drop across the carburettor (ATmb)
will be the same regardless of the carburettor position. The temperature rise across
the compressor is given by equation (9.6)

(Pz/PIYPWV — 1]T2 = Tl[1+ 77c

11

Turbocharging 
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Figure 9.22
Comparative specific fuel
consumption of a
turbocharged and
naturally aspirated engine
sealed for the same

maximum torque
(with acknowledgement to
Watson and Janota, 1982).
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The term in square brackets is greater than unity, so that ATmb will be magnified if the

carburettor is placed before the compressor. In addition, the ratio of the specific heat
capacities (y) will be reduced by the presence of the fuel, so causing a further lowering

of the charge temperature. This is illustrated by example 9.2, which also shows that
the compressor work will be slightly reduced. The reduced charge temperature is very
important since it allows a wider knock-free operation — see figure 9.20.

In spark ignition engines the compressor operates over a wider range of flows,
and ensuring that the operation is always away from the surge line can be a greater
problem than in compression ignition engines. If the carburettor, and thus the
throttle, is placed before the compressor the surge margin is increased at part

throttle. Consider a given compressor pressure ratio and mass flow rate and refer
back to figure 9.17. The throttle does not change the temperature at inlet to the
compressor (T1), but it reduces the pressure (p1) and will thus move the operating
point to the right of the operating point when the throttle is placed after the
compressor and p1 is not reduced.

By the time a fuel/air mixture passes through the compressor it will be more
homogeneous than at entry to the compressor. Furthermore, the flow from the
compressor would not be immediately suitable for flow through a carburettor.

Performance figures vary, but typically a mixture boost pressure of 1.5 bar
would raise the maximum torque by 30 per cent and maximum power by up to
60 per cent. Figure 9.22 shows the comparative specific fuel consumption of a
turbocharged and naturally aspirated spark ignition engine. The turbocharged
engine has improved fuel consumption at low outputs. but an inferior

consumption at higher outputs. The effect on vehicle consumption would depend
on the particular driving pattern.

RS

 9.5 Practical considerations and systems

9.5.1 Transient response

The transient response of turbocharged engines is discussed in detail by Watson
and Janota (1982:, The problems are most severe with spark ignition engines

12
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because of their wide speed range and low inertia; the problems are also significant
with the more highly turbocharged compression ignition engines. The poor
performance under changing speed or load conditions derives from the nature of
the energy transfer between the engine and the turbocharger. When the engine
accelerates or the load increases, only part of the energy available at the turbine

appears as compressor work, the balance is used in accelerating the turbocharger
rotor. Additional lags are provided by the volumes in the inlet and exhaust systems
between the engine and turbocharger; these volumes should be minimised for
good transient response. Furthermore, the inlet volume should be minimised in
spark ignition engines to limit the effect of fuel hold-up on the fuel-wetted

surfaces. Turbocharger lag cannot be eliminated without some additional energy
output, but the effect can be minimised. One approach is to under-size the

turbocharger, since the rotor inertia increases with (length)? while the flow area

increases with (length)? Then to prevent undue back—pressure in the exhaust, an
exhaust by-pass valve can be fitted. An alternative approach is to replace a single
turbocharger by two smaller units.

The same matching procedure is used for spark ignition engines and
compression ignition engines. However, the wider speed and flow range of the
spark ignition engine necessitate greater compromises in the matching of

turbomachinery to a reciprocating engine. If the turbocharger is matched for the

maximum flow then the performance at low flows will be very poor, and the large
turbocharger size will give a poor transient response. When a smaller turbocharger
is fitted, the efficiency at low flow rates will be greater and the boost pressure will
be higher throughout the range; the lower inertia will also reduce turbocharger
lag. However, at higher flow rates the boost pressure would become excessive

unless modified; two approaches are shown in figure 9.23.
The compressor pressure can be directly controlled by a relief valve, to keep the

boost pressure below the knock-limited value. The flow from the relief valve does

not represent a complete loss of work since the turbine work derives from energy
that would otherwise be dissipated during the exhaust blow-down. The blow-off
flow can be used to cool the turbine and exhaust systems. If the carburettor is
placed before the compressor, the blow-off flow has to be returned to the
compressor inlet, which results in yet higher charge temperatures.

The exhaust waste-gate system (figure 9.23b) is more attractive since it also
permits a smaller turbine to be used, because it no longer has to be sized for the

maximum flow. Turbocharger lag is reduced by the low inertia, and the control

system ensures that the waste-gate closes during acceleration. The main difficulty
is in designing a cheap reliable system that will operate at the high temperatures.

Relief valve

 
.—

Turbocharger._..
Turbocharger—.

waste gore

Engine

(3) lb)
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Figure 9.23
(a) Compressor
pressure-relief valve control
system. (b) Boost
pressure-sensitive 'waste
control system (with
acknowledgement to
Watson and lanota, 1982).



14

5 Introduction to internal combustion engines 

Variable-area turbines, compressor restrictors and turbine outlet restrictors can
also be used to control the boost pressure; restrictors of any form are an
unsatisfactory solution.

The transient response of an engine can be modelled by an extension to the type
of simulation described in chapter 10 (Charlton et (11., 1991). This requires a
knowledge of the engine, load and turbocharger inertias, and the governor and
fuel injection pump (or engine management system) dynamic response. At the end
of each cycle a torque balance needs to be made on each rotating component, so
that any torque surplus (or deficit) can be used to accelerate (or decelerate) the
relevant shaft. A change in a parameter, such as the boost pressure, can then be
used to determine the new fuelling level and injection timing. Transient

simulations are a useful method of identifying the strategies that might lead to
better load acceptance on turbocharged engines.

9.5.2 Variable—geometry turbochargers, superchargers and two-
stage turbocharging

Variable-geometry turbochargers

Variable-geometry turbines have already been discussed in section 9.2.1, and
illustrated by figures 9.8 and 9.9. Figure 9.24 illustrates the benefits to the low
speed torque of using the Holset moving sidewall variable-geometry turbine of

figure 9.9 in a truck engine application. The maximum torque engine speed range
is extended by 40 per cent, and there is a 43 per cent improvement in the torque at

 
 

1000 rpm.

1200 -—
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Figure 9.24

The increase in low engine speed torque, through the use of a moving sidewall variable—geometry radial flow turbine (courtesy
of Holset).
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Turbocharging 
Table 9.1 Performance comparison of the waste—gate and variable-geometry turbo-
charger Fiat JTD direct injection diesel engines

 
The nozzle position controls the flow area, and thus the turbine back-pressure,

and the work output. This in turn determines the compressor boost pressure and
the engine torque that is possible with an appropriate fuelling level. It is thus
possible to control the turbocharger speed and boost pressure without using a
waSte—gate. The nozzle position is varied by a pneumatic actuator, controlled by
the engine management system. in response to:

engine speed,

throttle demand,

inlet manifold temperature and pressure,

exhaust manifold pressure (optional),

ambient pressure,

turbocharger speed, and\IO‘U'I#WN—l
fuelling.

The variable-geometry turbine area can also be used to increase the turbine back-
pressure, thereby increasing the engine braking.

Variable-geometry turbochargers are also used on smaller automotive diesel
engines, and in the case of the Fiat JTD engines, the variable-geometry
turbocharger is used to maintain a high bmep at high engine speed (Piccone and
Rinolfi, 1998). The JTD engines are direct injection, with a bore of 82.0 mm, a
stroke of 90.4 m, an air-to-air inter-cooler, two valves per cylinder. an

electronically controlled common rail fuel injection system, EGR, and a

compression ratio of 18.5 2 1. Table 9.1 compares the performance of two JTD
engines.

Table 9.1 shows how the variable-geometry turbocharger has led to a higher

specific output by a combination of a higher bmep occurring at a higher speed.

Supercharging

One way of eliminating turbo-lag is to use a supercharger (a mechanically driven
compressor), and this is the approach adopted by Jaguar for a spark ignition engine
(Joyce, 1994). The Jaguar engine has a swept volume of 4 litres, so in normal use it

will be operating under comparatively low load and speed conditions, the very
conditions from which turbo-lag would be most significant. Obviously a super-

15
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charger will lead to worse fuel economy than a turbocharger. since there is no
recovery of the exhaust gas expansion work. However, because of the limit to

boost pressure imposed by fuel quality and knock, the pressure ratio will be
comparatively low, and the fuel economy penalty will not be unacceptable. In any
case, people who want a supercharged 4 litre engine will probably be more
concerned with performance than economy. Jaguar adopted a Roots compressor
with a pressure ratio of 1.5 and an air/coolant/air interscooler. The Roots
compressor has no internal compression, and this limits the compressor efficiency,
especially at high pressure ratios, when the effect of compression irreversibilities
increases (Stone, 1988). The other main loss is leakage past the rotors, which

depends solely on the pressure ratio and seal clearances, and not on the flow rate
through the compressor. Leakage losses are most significant at low speeds since the
flow rates are low and the running clearances are greatest (due to the com-

paratively low temperature of the compressor): Jaguar found that inlet system
deposits on the Roots blower rotors led to an in—service reduction in the leakage loss.

At part—load operation the supercharger is unnecessary, so one option is to use a

clutch to control its use. However, to avoid a loss of refinement through engaging
and disengaging the supercharger, Jaguar adopted a permanent drive with a step-
up speed ratio of 2.5 (the drive has to meet a requirement of 34 kW). (If a

continuously variable ratio drive is available, then throttling losses can be reduced
at part-load operation by running the supercharger more slowly, and using it as an
expander.) 50 as to avoid unnecessary compression in the supercharger. a by-pass
valve opens at part load (in response to manifold pressure); the main throttle is

upstream of the supercharger.

An inter-cooler is used since otherwise the performance gains from super-
charging could be reduced by about 50 per cent. Without an inter—cooler, the
supercharger outlet temperature would be limited to about 80°C (compared to
IZOCC with the inter-cooler), and after the inter-cooler the temperature might be

about 50°C. The inter—cooler thus increases the output of the engine in two ways.
Firstly, the higher pressure ratio and the cooler air temperature both increase the
air density, and secondly, the lower temperature allows a higher boost pressure or
compression ratio for knock-free operation with a given quality fuel.

Table 9.2 compares the naturally aspirated and supercharged Jaguar AJ6
engines. Both have an aluminium cylinder head with 4 valves per cylinder, a bore
of 91 mm and a stroke of 102 mm.

The supercharged engine uses the same camshafts (242°ca valve open period) as
the naturally aspirated engine, but with zero overlap at tdc, so as to avoid shon-

circuiting loss of the mixture at high-load conditions, and to give good idle stability.
The supercharged engine has a higher power and torque output than the

naturally aspirated 6 litre V12 engine, and table 9.3 compares the brake specific

Table 9.2 The naturally aspirated and supercharged jaguar AJ6 engines 

Naturally aspirated Supercharged 

Compression ratio 1 , ..'.9.S . , ..., 8.5
Maximum torque (N m) " ’370 at 3500 rpm 510 at 3000 rpm

bmep (bar) 11.6 ' " ' 16.0
Maximtim poWer (kW) 166 at .5000 rpm . » ‘ 240 at 5000 rpm

bm‘ep (bar) 10.0 ' 14.4 
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Table 9.3 Comparison of the brake specific fuel consumptions (g/kWh) for naturally
aspirated and supercharged Jaguar engines at 2000 rpm, for a fixed bmep and a fixed torque 

 

 
 

Engmetype I ’ V Zbarbmep V .. 64 N m torque

6.0 lltre‘V‘l 2.x . v . . 0.414% f 0.54.
4,0litr'e-supercharged _ » - ; , ' - -, 0.41
411litrenaturally‘aspirated‘“ ’ ‘ 0.395s... .   

fuel consumptions of the engine at both the same bmep and the same torque
(corresponding to a bmep of 2 bar for the 4 litre engine and 1.33 bar for the 6 litre
engine).

The supercharged engine shows a slight loss of fuel economy compared with the
naturally aspirated engine, but a substantial fuel economy benefit compared to the
V12 engine, especially when the comparison is on the basis of a specified torque.
The greater output of the supercharged engine allows a higher gearing compared
to the naturally aspirated engine, which partially compensates for the lower fuel
economy of the engine.

Two-stage supercharging

Figure 9.25 illustrates an arrangement for two-stage turbocharging, in which the

smaller high-pressure turbocharger has a turbine by-pass which opens as the inlet
manifold boost pressure rises (Pfluger, 1997). At low mass flows the by-pass is
closed, so that best use is made of the available expansion in the small turbine. As

Inlet manifold

 
17

I uroocnarging 4o I

Figure 9.25
Arrangement for two-stage
turbocharging, in which
the smaller high-pressure
turbocharger has a turbine
by-pass which opens as the
inlet manifold boost

pressure rises (adapted
from Pfluger, I997).
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the gas flows increase with load and speed, progressively more expansion work is

extracted in the larger turbine that drives the low-pressure compressor.
Figure 9.26 shows how two-stage turbocharging leads to an improvement in the

low speed torque, an increase in the maximum power output, and a reduction in

the brake specific fuel consumption. TWO-stage turbocharging also leads to a better
transient response.

Two-stage turbocharging is also used for very high specific output applications,
and a very well-documented example is the marine racing engine based on the
Ford Dover diesel engine (Kaye, 1989). The Dover engine is also discussed in
figures 1.10, 11.9 and 11.18. This engine has a maximum bmep of 33 bar and a

specific output of 66 kW/litre. Figure 9.27 shows the arrangement of the
turbochargers and inter-coolers; in marine applications inter~cooling is assisted by

the typical sea water temperature of 12°C. Figure 928 shows the operating points
on the compressor operating maps, for the maximum bmep of 33.0 bar and for
27.4 bar. Table 9.4 summarises the full—load operating conditions, and some
analysis of these and other data forms the basis of question 9.16.

The maximum cylinder pressure has increased from 125 to 162 bar, and this has

been limited by reducing the compression ratio from about 15:1 to 10.521, and by
operating with relatively retarded injection timing. The dynamic start of injection is
about 5° btdc with a duration of 36°ca, so combustion only commences after the

start of the expansion stroke. The reduced compression ratio led to cold starting
and warm-up difficulties; these were overcome by the use of ether (not just for
starting) and other techniques detailed by Kaye (1989).

The basic engine structure required remarkably little modification for the higher
loadings. The crankshaft main bearing webs were thickened, and used with steel

bearing caps. A steel camshaft was used without a keyway to locate the drive gear,
owing to the higher loads imposed on this from the fuel injection pump drive gear.

9.6 E Conclusions 

Turbocharging is a very important means of increasing the output of internal
combustion engines. Significant increases in output are obtained, yet the
turbocharger system leads to only small increases in the engine weight and
volume.

Table 9.4 Operating conditions for the Sabre Marathon 6.8 litre diesel engine (Kaye, i989) 

Power '

Torque ‘1: ‘ '
bsfc "' ,.

Air. flsw'iréte

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
-. High pressure V 

 Temperature after compressor . . ‘ .. 217°C; ' I
Temperature after'eiib‘iér , Q, '_ ' ~i‘;-64er':;-j*x fl , 49°C:
Compressor pressuresratio‘? " 2.1% * . , 2.50 .. ‘
Overall pressure ratio’tafterjcooler losses). 1 ' . 5.1 ‘
Turbine entry temperature 5 , , 3.716 ” .. 790°C."
Exhaust temperature 5‘ I V - 601°C 
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bGIg/kWh], Pe = constant

 

mep[bar]     
Inga-

-_mmi
Ehfifilllb‘

‘ a
mep[bar]

‘I-
  

relative engine speed [%]

Figure 9.26
Torque and fuel economy comparisons between single-stage and two-stage turbocharging (adapted from Pfluger, 1997).
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Low pressure
tu rbocharger

P1,T’l

Figure 9.27

Exhaust

 
 
 

Air intake

introduction to internal combustion engines

Water jacket High pressure
turbocharger Water jacket  

lntercooler After cooler

Arrangement of the turbochargers and inter-coolers for the Sabre Marathon diesel engine at 2400 rpm (Kaye, 1989).
C lMechE/ Professional Engineering Publishing Limited.

The fuel economy of compression ignition engines is usually improved by
turbocharging, since the mechanical losses do not increase in direct proportion to

the gains in power output. The same is not necessarily true of spark ignition
engines, since turbocharging invariably necessitates a reduction in compression
ratio to avoid knock (self-ignition of the fuel/air mixture). The reduction in

compression ratio reduces the indicated efficiency and this usually negates any
improvement in the mechanical efficiency.

The relatively low flow rate in turbochargers leads to the use of radial flow
compressors and turbines. In general, axial flow machines are more efficient, but
only for high flow rates. Only in the largest turbochargers (such as those for

marine applications) are axial flow turbines used. Turbochargers are unlike
positive displacement machines, since they rely on dynamic flow effects; this
implies high velocity flows, and consequently the rotational speeds are an order of
magnitude greater than reciprocating machines. The characteristics of reciprocat—
ing machines are fundamentally different from those of turbochargers, and thus
great care is needed in the matching of turbochargers to internal combustion
engines. The main considerations in turbocharging matching are:

(i) to ensure that the turbocharger is operating in an efficient regime

(ii) to ensure that the compressor is operating away from the surge line (surge is a
flow reversal that occurs when the pressure ratio increases and the flow rate
decreases)

(iii) to ensure a good transient response.

Turbochargers inevitably suffer from turbo—lag; when either the engine load 0r
speed increases. only part of the energy available from the turbine is available .35
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Operating points on the compressor operating maps for the Sabre Marathon diesel engine at 2400 rpm (adapted from Kaye, 1989).
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compressor work — the balance is needed to accelerate the turbocharger rotor. The
finite volumes in the inlet and exhaust sysrem also lead 10 additional delays that
impair the transient response.

As well as offering thermodynamic advantages, turbochargers also offer
commercial advantages. In trucks, the reduced weight of a turbocharged engine
gives an increase in the vehicle payload. A manufacturer can add turbocharged
versions of an engine to his range more readily than producing a new engine
series. Furthermore, turbocharged engines can invariably be fitted into the same

vehicle range — an important marketing consideration.

9.7 g Examples

 

A diesel engine is fitted with a turbocharger, which comprises a radial
compressor driven by a radial exhaust gas turbine. The air is drawn into the
compressor at a pressure of 0.95 bar and at a temperature of 15°C, and is
delivered to the engine at a pressure of 2.0 bar. The engine is operating on a
gravimetric air/fuel ratio of 18 : 1, and the exhaust leaves the engine at a
temperature of 600°C and at a pressure of 1.8 bar, the turbine exhausts at
1.05 bar. The isentropic efficiencies of the compressor and turbine are
70 per cent and 80 per cent, respectively. Using the values

Cp‘, = 1.01 kJ/kg K9 Yair = 1'4

and

CF“ =1.15 kJ/kg K, vex =1-33

calculate (i) the temperature of the air leaving the compressor

(ii) the temperature of the gases leaving the turbine
(iii) the mechanical power loss in the turbocharger expressed as a

percentage of the power generated in the turbine.

Solution:

Referring to figure 9.29 (a new version of figure 9.10), the real and ideal
temperatures can be evaluated along with the work expressions.

(Mm

(i) if the compression were isentropic, T2, : T1 cl)1

2 0 (1,4~1)/1.4

T2S = 288 (0—93) = 356 K, or 83°C
From the definition of compressor isentropic efficiency, Tic =

:rzpnflzsa—is
n, “ 0.7

T25 - Ti

T2 ‘ T1

 

  
T2 +15=133°C

lw-ll/‘a

(ii) If the turbine were isentropic, T45 = T3 (g)3

1 05 (men/1.33

T4s = 873 (W) = 762.9 K. or 490°C
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Turbocharging 407 
Figure 9.29
Temperature/entropy
diagram for a
turbocharger.

Temperature
T (K) 

Entropy, s

_n—n
m“B-M

T4 = r3 — mm — r45) = 600 - 0.8(600 — 490) = 512°C

(iii) Compressor power Wc = r'nair cpw(T2 — T1)

= m,,,1.o1(113 — 15) kW

2 may 98.98 kW

 
From the definition of turbine isentropic efficiency,

from the air/fuel ratio

in — in - 1 +i
ex " ll! 18

and turbine power

Wt : max CP.,(T3 _ T4)

= m,,,1.056 X 1.15(600 - 512)

= Thai, 106.82 kW

Thus, the mechanical power loss as a percentage of the power generated in the
turbine is

106.82 x 98.98

106.82

This result is in broad agreement with figure 9.11, which is for a slightly different
pressure ratio and constant gas flow rates and properties.

x 100 = 7.34 per cent
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A08 

cmMPL‘zfiz »

Figure 9.30
Possible arrangement for
the carburettor and

compressor in a spark
ignition engine:
(a) carburettor placed
before the compressor;
(b) carburettor placed after
the compressor.

'1 ntroduction to internal combustion engines 

 

Compare the cooling effect of fuel evaporation on charge temperature in a
turbocharged spark ignition engine for the following two cases:

(a) the carburettor placed before the compressor

(b) the carburettor placed after the compressor.

The specific heat capacity of the air and the latent heat of evaporation of the
fuel are both cons‘tant. For the air/fuel ratio of 12.5 : 1, the evaporation of the
fuel causes a 25 K drop in mixture temperature. The compressor efficiency is
70 per cent for the pressure ratio of 1.5, and the ambient air is at 15°C. Assume
the following property values:

for air q, = 1.01 kJ/kg K, 1 = 1.4
for air/fuel mixture cp = 1.05 kJ/kg K, 1 = 1.34

Finally, compare the compressor work in both cases.

Solution:

Both arrangements are shown in figure 9.30.

(a) T1 215°C =288 K
T2=T1—25=263K

If the compressor were isentropic, T3s = 263 (1 .5)“3““‘)/1-34 : 291.5 K
From the definition of compressor isentropic efficiency

T3S — T; 291.5 — 263: T : ————-—
77( + 2 0.7

(b) T4 2 288 K

From isentroplc compression T5; = 288 (1.5) ”4V” = 323.4 K

 
T3 + 263 = 303.7 K

 
(a)

 Com pressor
 

 H.‘
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From the definition of compressor isentropic efficiency

_ 32 .4—
TS=T53 T4+T4zfl+288=3385K

m 0.7

T6=T5—25=338.5—25=313.5K

 

Since T5 > T3, it is advantageous to place the carburettor before the compressor.
Comparing the compressor power for the two cases:

(wc)a = mmix Cpm(T3 " T2)

= 1.08 mai,1.05(303.7 — 263)

= 46.15 mag, kW

(Wc)b = mair CP.,.(T5 — T4)

= in... 1.01 (338.5 — 288)

= 51,01 mah- kW

Thus placing the carburettor before the compressor offers a further advantage in
reduced compressor work.

The assumption in this example are somewhat idealised. When the carburettor is
placed before the compressor, the fuel will not be completely evaporated before
entering the compressor, and evaporation will continue during the compression
process. However, less fuel is likely to enter the cylinders in droplet form if the
carburettor is placed before the compressor rather than after.

 

9.8 3; Questions

9.1 A spark ignition engine is fitted with a turbocharger that comprises a radial flow
compressor driven by a radial flow exhaust gas turbine. The gravimetric air/fuel ratio

is 12 : 1, with the fuel being injected between the compressor and the engine. The air
is drawn into the compressor at a pressure of 1 bar and at a temperature of 15°C. The
compressor delivery pressure is 1.4 bar. The exhaust gases from the engine enter the
turbine at a pressure of 1.3 bar and a temperature of 710°C; the gases leave the
turbine at a pressure of 1.1 bar. The isentropic efficiencies of the compressor and
turbine are 75 per cent and 85 per cent, respectively.

Treating the exhaust gases as a perfect gas with the same properties as air,
calculate: ' '

ii) the temperature of the gases leaving the compressor and turbine
(ii) the mechanical efficiency of the turbocharger.

9.2 Why is it more difficult to turbocharge spark ignition engines than compression
ignition engines? Under what circumstances might a supercharger be more appropriate?

9.3 Why do compression ignition engines have greater potential than spark ignition
engines for improvements in power output and fuel economy as a result of
turbocharging? When is it most appropriate to specify an inter-cooler? [Consider
equation (9.10) to illustrate the answer.]

25
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9.4 Derive an expression that relates compressor delivery pressure (p2) to turbine
inlet pressure (p3) for a turbocharger with a mechanical efficiency nmech, and
compressor and turbine isentropic efficiencies nc and m, respectively. The compressor
inlet conditions are p], T), the turbine inlet temperature is T3 and the outlet pressure

is 174. The air/fuel ratio (AFR) and the differences between the properties of air (suffix
a) and exhaust (suffix e) must all be considered. Assume p4 = p1.

9.5 Why do turbochargers most commonly use radial flow compressors and
turbines with non-constant pressure supply to the turbine?

9.6 Why does turbocharging a compression ignition engine normally lead to an
improvement in fuel economy, while turbocharging a spark ignition engine usually
leads to decreased fuel economy?

9.7 Show that the density ratio across a compressor and inter-cooler is given by
—1 -—1

P P F ”7—1

fi:£[l+(l-e)( 2/ i) JP1 P1 Tic

where 1 refers to compressor entry

2 refers to compressor delivery
3 refers to inter-cooler exit

I): = compressor isentropic efficiency
5 = inter-cooler effectiveness = (T; — T3)/(T2 — T1).

Neglect the pressure drop in the inter-cooler, and state any assumption that you
make.

Plot a graph of the density ratio against effectiveness for pressure ratios 2 and 3, for
ambient conditions of 1 bar, 300 K, if the compressor isentropic efficiency is
70 per cent.

What are the advantages and disadvantages in using an inter-cooler? Explain
under what circumstances it should be used.

9.8 A turbocharged diesel engine has an exhaust gas flow rate of 0.15 kg/s. The
turbine entry conditions are 500°C at 1.5 bar, and the exit conditions are 450°C at
1.1 bar.

(at Calculate the turbine isentropic efficiency and power output.

The engine design is changed to reduce the heat transfer from the combustion

chamber, and for the same operating conditions the exhaust temperature becomes
5501C. The pressure ratio remains the same, and assume the same turbine isentropic
efficiency.

(bl Calculate the increase in power output from the turbine.

How will the performance of the engine be changed by reducing the heat transfer,
in terms of economy, power output and emissions?

Assume ratio of specific heat capacities : 1.3, and cp = 1.15 kJ/kg K.

9.9 A compressor with the performance characteristics shown in figure 9.31 is
operating with a' mass flow rate (m) of 49.5 g/s at an isentropic efficiency of 60 per
NW The compressor is fitted to a turbocharged and inter-cooled diesel engine.
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Assume

p (the compressor inlet pressure) is 95 kN/m2
T (the inlet temperature) is 291 K
y (the ratio of gas specific heat capacities) is 1.4

cp = 1.01 kJ/kg K.

Calculate the pressure ratio, the compressor speed, the compressor delivery
temperature and the compressor power.

If the inter‘cooler is removed and the air/fuel ratio is kept constant, how would the

compressor operating point be affected? Neglecting any change in the compressor
efficiency and pressure ratio, estimate the maximum increase in output that the

inter-cooler could lead to. State clearly any assumptions that you make.

9.10 A turbocharged six-cylinder four-stroke diesel engine has a swept volume of
39 litres. The inlet manifold conditions are 2.0 bar and 53°C. The volumetric

efficiency of the engine is 95 per cent, and it is operating at a load of 16.1 bar bmep,
at 1200 rpm with an air/fuel ratio of 21.4. The power delivered to the compressor is
100 kW, with entry conditions of 25°C and 0.95 bar. The fuel has a calorific value of
42 MJ/kg.

Stating any assumptions, calculate:

(a) the power output of the engine
(b) the brake efficiency of the engine
(c) the compressor isentropic efficiency
((1) the effectiveness of the inter-cooler.

Estimate the effect of removing the inter-cooler on the power output and emissions

of the engine, and the operating point of the turbocharger.

9.11 A turbocharged diesel engine has a compressor operating point that is marked
by a cross on figure 9.32. If the compressor entry conditions are a pressure of 1 bar
and a temperature of 20°C, determine the volume flow rate out of the compressor

27
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Compressor map.
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I : temperature \KI

3" l— D = Dressure (bar)N = rotor speed (rpm)
3.2 '- Y); = compressor isentropic efficiency

Pressureratio  
 

 
Mass flow parameter. m \/(T)p

and the power absorbed by the compressor. Assume the following properties for air:

y = 1.4; cp = 1.01 kJ/kg K.
The fuelling rate to the engine is increased and when the air mass flow rate into

the engine is increased by 50 per cent the volume flow rate out of the compressor

increases by 22 per cent. Stating any assumptions, establish approximately the new

operating point for the compressor, its rotor speed and the power that it is absorbing.

List briefly the advantages and disadvantages of turbocharging a diesel engine, and

how the disadvantages can be ameliorated.

9.12 The Rolls Royce Crecy engine (for which some development was undertaken
in the University of Oxford, Department of Engineering Science during the 1939—45

war by Ricardo) was intended for aircraft use. The Crecy was a supercharged two—

stroke engine with a swept volume of 26 litres. The predicted performance at an

altitude of 4500 m (p = 0.578 bar, T = 259 K) and a speed of 792 km/h was

supercharger pressure rise 1.05 bar

supercharger isentropic efficiency 070

engine speed 3000 rpm

trapped gravimetric air/fuel ratio 15 : 1

brake specific fuel consumption 225 g/kWh

brake power output 1740 kW

air flow rate 5.4 kg/s
exhaust temperature 7500C
exhaust duct outlet area 0.042 1112

mean molar mass of the exhaust products 28.5 kg/kmol

The engine had in-cylinder fuel injection, and the valve timing was such that a large
“ of air ltltt‘ <ce‘mwe flmvt would rot be trapped in the ct'lindetd You maV neglect
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the pressure rise in the inlet system to the supercharger due to the forward motion of

the aircraft. Stating any other assumption that you make:

(1) Calculate the scavenge flow as a percentage of the total flow into the
supercharger.

(2) If the frictional losses in the engine are equivalent to a frictional mean effective
pressure (fmep) of 1 bar, calculate the indicated mean effective pressure (imep).

(3) Determine the volumetric efficiency based on the inlet manifold conditions and
the trapped mass in the cylinder.

(4) Calculate the thrust from the exhaust, and compare this 'jet power’ to the brake
power of the engine.

List four of the advantages/disadvantages of in-cylinder petrol injection.

9.13 A Sulzer RTA two-stroke diesel engine has a bore of 0.84 m and a stroke of

2.09 m; the bmep is 15.53 bar. If the engine operates at a speed of 70 rpm, calculate
the power output per cylinder. If the brake specific fuel consumption is 167 g/kWh,

calculate the fuel mass flow rate and the brake efficiency (assuming the fuel to have a
calorific value of 42 MJ/kg.

Such engines are turbocharged and inter-cooled. Assuming the following data:

turbine isentropic efficiency 0.90

turbocharger mechanical efficiency 0.98
specific heat capadty of air 1.01 kJ/kg K

specific heat capadty of the exhaust products 1.20 kJ/kg K
ratio of the heat capacities of air (ya) 1.4
ratio of the heat capacities of the exhaust products (Vex) 1.3
compressor entry pressure 1.0 bar
compressor entry temperature 300 K

Stating clearly any assumptions, determine the relationship between the compressor
pressure ratio and the turbine entry temperature, such that the compressor delivery
pressure is always greater than the turbine entry pressure. Plot the results for

pressure ratios in the range 2—3 (using a scale length of 100 mm) for compressor
isentropic efficiencies of 0.65 and 0.75 — use a scale of 1 K/mm for the temperature
axis.

Why, especially in a two-stroke engine, is it desirable for the compressor delivery
pressure to be greater than the turbine entry pressure?

9.14 A turbocharged 2 litre direct injection diesel engine operates on a four-stroke
cycle. At 2900 rpm and a bmep of 9.7 bar (full load), it is operating with a 22 : 1
gravimetric air/fuel ratio and a brake specific fuel consumption of 230 g/kWh. The

turbocharger is fitted with a waste-gate to regulate the pressure ratio to 2.0, and the
compressor map is shown on figure 9.33, for which the pressure units are kN/mz, the
mass flow is in g/s, and the temperature units are K. The turbine entry temperature is

850 K, its pressure ratio is also 2.0, and the turbine isentropic efficiency is 0.75.
The compressor entry conditions are 1 bar and 298 K, and you should assume the

following thermodynamic properties:

Air Exhaust

Specific heat capacity at constant pressure, cp 1.01 1.12 kJ/kg K
Ratio of heat capacities, y 1.4 1.33
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Figure 9.33

Pressureratio 
0 4 8 12 16 20 24

Mass flow parameter, Mp

(a) Stating any assumptions that you make, calculate the brake power output of the
engine, its volumetric efficiency (based on inlet manifold conditions) and the

fraction of the exhaust gas that passes through the turbine.
(b) Explain, by means of an annotated sketch. how the waste-gate operates to

control the boost pressure.

(c) Suggest ways of increasing the bmep of this engine in order of increasing
complexity, with an indication of the likely increase in output (and how this

would be calculated). Comment on how other aspects of the engine performance
would be affected.

9.15 In a turbocharged engine, it is desirable for the compressor boost pressure to be
greater than the back-pressure from the turbine. Assuming steady flow, and the
following locations:

entry to the compressor 1

exit from the compressor 2
entry to the turbine 3
exit from the turbine 4

devise an expression for the pressure ratio pg/p3 in terms of

a the temperature ratio, T3/T1
the pressure ratio, pzlp]

)
l

) the compressor isentropic efficiency, 77c
)

l

(30‘

i
(

(

l the turbine isentropic efficiency, m
( the turbocharger mechanical efficiency, 71m and
(l) the air/fuel ratio, AFR.

Assume that the air and exhaust products behave as perfect gases with the same

property values, but allow for any differences in the mass flows through the
compressor and turbine. State clearly any additional assumptions that you make.
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Comment briefly on all of the assumptions. What might the effect of a compact
exhaust manifold be when using steady-flow turbocharger performance data for

predicting the performance of a turbocharged diesel engine?

9.16 The Sabre Marathon engine is a two-stage turbocharger conversion of the Ford
Dover diesel engine, with inter-coolers after each compressor. Figure 9.27 shows the

arrangement of the turbochargers and inter-coolers, figure 9.28 shows the
compressor maps. The engine has an output of 448 kW at 2400 rpm, from a swept
volume of 6.8 litre. At this operating point the bsfc is 268 g/kWh, the air/fuel ratio is
21.9 : 1, and the operating points of the turbochargers are as follows:

‘ Lo pressure .

 
(a) Calculate the power used by each compressor and its isentropic efficiency.
(b) Compare the compressor operating points with those shown on the compressor

maps in figure 9.28 (note that the air flow rates need to be pseudo non-
dimensionalised as (mJT)/p); assume that the compressor maps have a datum
pressure of 1 bar.

(c) Determine the effectiveness of the inter-coolers, assuming a cooling medium is
available at 15°C.

(d) If the overall pressure ratio is 5.1 (after allowing for pressure drops in the inter-
coolers), what is the volumetric efficiency of the engine?

(e) Assuming no mechanical losses in the turbochargers, calculate the apparent
value for the heat capacity of the exhaust gases in each turbocharger, and
comment on these values.

Data: Calorific value of diesel fuel = 42 MJ/kg.

For air, take cp = 1.01 kJ/kg K and CV = 0.721 kJ/kg K.

9.17 The Ford Essex V6 spark ignition engine was the subject of a turbocharging
study, using an Airesearch T-O4B turbocharger; the carburettor was placed
downstream of the compressor. The compression ratio was reduced from 9.1 : l to
7.6 : 1, so as to avoid combustion 'knock’. and it may be assumed that the reduction
in the indicated effidency is 1.5 times that of the reduction in the corresponding Otto

cycle. At 3000 rpm, the bmep was increased from 9.6 bar (when naturally aspirated)
to 11.1 bar when turbocharged with a boost pressure ratio of 1.4. The fmep is
(independent of load) 1.2 bar, and the air flow rate into the engine is 105 g/s.

Assuming that the air/fuel ratio, the pumping work and the volumetric efficiency
are unchanged, calculate the density of the air leaving the compressor and the
compressor isentropic efficiency (assuming an ambient temperature of 25°C and
pressure of 1 bar). Determine and comment on the change in the brake specific fuel
consumption, and any other assumptions that have been made.
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Figure 9.34
Operation of a Roots blower.
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9.18 A 4 litre swept volume spark ignition engine is supercharged using a Roots
blower to give a pressure ratio of 1.5. At maximum power, the engine output is
240 kW at 5000 rpm.

The operation of a Roots blower is described by figure 9.34. A volume of air AVis
trapped at ambient pressure, and the pressure is unchanged until this trapped
volume is transported to the high-pressure side. At the instant that the high-pressure
port is uncovered (once rotor I has turned a little more), the air in the rotor is
compressed by the irreversible reverse flow of the high-pressure air from
downstream of the Roots blower. The work done is thus the rectangular area abcd
in figure 9.34. This work is executed as the rotor turns, to displace the volume (AV)

oi high—pressure gas (corresponding to the trapped volume of the rotor) out of the
Roots blower. This model assumes that the downstream volume is sufficiently large,
compared to the trapped volume, for the delivery pressure to remain constant. Show
that the type efficiency of the Roots blower (the work required from a perfect Roots
blower divided by the work required in an isentropic compressor) is

21;!
i’ (Pz/Pi) ‘ -1

V—l Pz/Pi—l

The performance of a Roots compressor is further compromised by its mechanical
losses and its volumetric efficiency. Because of losses (including internal leakage), the
volume flow rate into the compressor is reduced, but the work is still area abcd in
figure 9.34. If the air mass flow rate is 243 g/s at ambient conditions of 1 bar and

251C, calculate the power requirement of a Roots compressor with a pressure ratio of
15, for mechanical and volumetric efficiencies both of 80 per cent. What would the
exit air temperature be from the Roots blower?

After inter—cooling the air temperature is reduced to SO‘C. Neglecting any pressure
drop in the inter-cooler, calculate the volumetric efficiency oi the engine.
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