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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. I have been retained by Robins Kaplan LLP on behalf of Medtronic, 

Inc. and Medtronic Vascular, Inc. (“Medtronic”) as an independent expert to 

provide my opinion on the disclosures of certain patents.  

2. I am informed that Medtronic intends to use my opinion in support of 

its petition to the Patent Trial and Appeal Board (“PTAB”) for Inter Partes Review 

(“IPR”) of U.S. Patent No. 8,142,413. 

3. I make this declaration based on my personal education, experience, 

and knowledge in the field of medical device product development. 

II. QUALIFICATIONS 

4. My curriculum vitae is submitted as Ex-1443.  

5. I have been actively involved in the design and development of 

medical devices for more than thirty years. I held several progressive, Product 

Research and Development positions with Cordis Corporation (J&J) from 1987 to 

1993 where I was responsible for the design and development of numerous 

vascular intervention devices including stents and angioplasty balloon catheters. I 

pioneered device development in the Cordis Coronary Stent program as a Senior 

Corporate Research Engineer. During my tenure at Cordis, I also held the position 

of Senior Engineer, Custom Products, where I was responsible for designing a 

wide variety of customized catheters and devices for individual physicians. 

Page 4 Medtronic Exhibit 1442f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


IPR2020-01342 
Patent 8,142,413   

2 
 
 

6. From 1993 until 1999, I directed new technology development for 

Georgia-based Novoste Corporation, primarily focusing on intravascular 

brachytherapy and catheter based delivery systems for the treatment of coronary 

restenosis following angioplasty and stenting. 

7. In 1999, I became a founding member of The Innovation Factory, a 

private medical device incubator in Duluth, GA. At The Innovation Factory, I 

served as Chief Science Officer and was primarily responsible for early clinical 

investigations, and overall R&D in a wide variety of life science ventures. 

8. I was a principal partner and founding member in Accuitive Medical 

Ventures I and II (2004 – 2008). Accuitive Medical Ventures is a $225M venture 

capital fund focused entirely on growing early stage medical device companies into 

attractive candidates for acquisition. In 2008, I joined another medical device 

venture fund, Georgia Venture Partners (GVP), where I remain a partner today. 

9. I have managed numerous, diverse, multi-disciplinary development 

teams from product concept through clinical approval to sales release. I am a 

frequent speaker on the importance of innovation and intellectual property creation 

and capture as it relates to the entrepreneurial process in the medical device 

industry at conferences and scientific sessions. 

10. Currently, I am the CEO of Richard A. Hillstead Inc., a medical 

device development and entrepreneurship consulting firm located near Atlanta, 
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