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57] ABSTRACT
A intracoronary sheath for use in catheter exchanges

has an elongate tubular body with a proximally facing
funne] at the proximal end of the sheath. A proximally
extending wire for manipulating the sheath is attached
to the proximal end of the sheath. The intracoronary
sheath is advanced by manipulation of the wire over a
first catheter positioned in a guide catheter and extends
beyond the distal end of the guide catheter into the
patient’s vascular system. After the first catheter is re-
moved, a second catheter advanced through a guide
catheter is guided by the funnel into the intracoronary
sheath and through the vascular system to a desired
position in the patient’s body. A second embodiment
provides for the exchange of a second guidewire for a
first guidewire. A first guidewire is positioned within a
monorail-type catheter extending into the patient’s vas-
cular system. The monorail type catheter is provided
with a proximally facing funnel on a proximally facing
opening leading into the lumen of the monorail catheter
which receives the guidewire. After the first guidewire
is removed, the second guidewire introduced. The fun-
nel guides the guidewire into the proximally facing
opening and then into the guidewire lumen of the mono-
rail-type catheter.

28 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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