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(see MULTIPLEX). _
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yv. [trans.] record using multitracy o

muletistucberscuelate | moitic(yy.
9

~ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from modepy 1 ...

muletietude |'molts,t(y)cod| wn, a Iy

LaAlway &=

(multitracked) multitracked vocals.
small primitive extinct mammga] of
ceous and Paleocene order,
molar teeth with several cuy
three rows.

.Order Multituberculata, subclass Allotheri,

. mZ? btl 4
Sl:tlnguishe q ngy Crelli
PS arrangeq ;Y b g

: La
berculata, from MULTI- ‘many’ + Latin tub:m Uliy,
TCulum ‘[\.l

bercle’

rge number_

multitude of medical conditions are dye ,, being g,
8 0ver.

weight.
m (the multitudes) large numbers of pegple.

3 . ;  the
titudes using the roads. W (the multitude) , lmuz.
gathering of people: Father Peter addressed g, arlg_e
tude. W (the multitude) the mass of ordinary p':: tll'
without power or influence: placing ultimate polizilzaez
power in the hands of the multitude. W archaic the sgye
of being numerous: they would swarm over the riyer
their multitude.

-PHRASES cover a multitude of sins see COVER.
-ORIGIN Middle English: via Old French from Latin
multitudo, from multus ‘many.’
mulstietuedienous | moalta't(y)codn-as| vadj. very nu-
merous: the tinkling of multitudinous bells from the herd.
B consisting of or containing many individuals or ele-
ments: the multitudinous array of chemical substanc
that exist in the natural world. ® poetic/iterary (of a body

of water) vast. j

~-DERIVATIVES mulstistuedisnousely adv; M
dienouseness n. o (G

-ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin multitud®
MULTITUDE) + -OUS. ik A
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ZU::;;Ilngs, or values: visually compleX
2 Medicine (of an antigen or antibody)
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-ORIGIN early 17t
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wty and indignities of pillage

lly and violently: the army
i off huge quantities of plun-

arn.

rom German pliindern, lit-
roods,” from Middle High
d effects.’ Early use of the
to the Thirty Years’ War
1an usage; on the outbre.ak
1642, the word and acuvity
rrces under Prince Rupqrt.
, with adverbial] jump or dive
wr daughters whooped as they

trollably: a car swerved to
ato a ravine. ® embark im-
course of action: overconfi-
ahead. W suffer a rapid de-
wrth-quarter operating profit
p) pitch: the ship plunged

ush or thrust quickly: Ae
kets.

so as to immerse it com-
; with boiling water and then
rer. W (often be plunged
) a specified condition or
me was illuminated, then it
ness. W [trans.] sink (a plant
t) in the ground.

ving into water: we went
2 a cold plunge.
value or amount: the bank
: profits.

informal commit oneself to
ch one is nervous.
slish: from Old French
[ on Latin plumbum ‘lead,

in excavated at the foot of
1¢e falling water.

nming pool, typically one
d to ref;esl} or invigorate

2vice consisting of a rub-
ed to clear blocked pipes

anism that works with a
‘ment.,
*s or spends money reck-

low-cut neckline on a

[intrans.] play a keyboard
nent, esp. in an unex-
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s: CDs, MiGs. They may also, esp. if periods

adding an ostrophe: D.D.S.s. 3 The

. , em loy an ap P
are lfivo(:;;(ioperpnames typically end in s Or es, never
pl"tllrlaa; apostrophe: the Smiths, the Joneses, the Rosses.
w1

1
See also usage at APOSTROPHE".

: : 1 a condition or sys-
sism | 'ploora,lizom| »n. g
p::r:mr?r'l I\ihiclll It)wo orI more states, groups, principles,

] itv. etC., coexist.
ources of authority, : o
S. a form of society in which the members of minority

intain their independent cultural tradi-
tgii)or?s?sirr;algolitical theory or system of power-
sharing among 2 number o'f political parties. B a
theory or system of devolution and autonomy for
individual bodies in preference to monolithic state
control. ® Philosophy a theory or system that recog-
nizes more than one ultimate principle. Compare
with MONISM.
2 the practice of holding more
church benefice at a time. : .
—-DERIVATIVES plueraleist |-list| n. & gdj.; plueraleise
tic |-'listik| adj; pIu-raI°is-ti-cal_-Iy |-'listok(a)le| adv.
plueraleiety |ploo'rzlite| »n. (pl. -ies) 1 the fact or state
of being plural: some languages add an extra syllable to
mark plurality. :
m [in sing.] a large number of people or things: a plural-
ity of critical approaches.
2 the number of votes cast for a candidate who re-
ceives more than any other but does not receive an ab-
solute majority: his winning plurality came from creating
a reform coalition.
® the number by which this exceeds the number of
votes cast for the candidate who placed second.
3 chiefly historical another term for PLURALISM (sense 2).
-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Old French plu-
ralite, from late Latin pluralitas, from Latin pluralis ‘re-
lating to more than one’ (see PLURAL).

USAGE: On the difference between plurality and
majority, see usage at MAJORITY.

than one office or

plueraleize |'ploors liz| »v. [trans] 1 cause to become
more numerous.
W cause to be made up of several different elements.
2 give a plural form to (a word).

~DERIVATIVES plueraleiszastion | ploorali'zasHan| n.

pluri- »comb. form several: pluripotent.

~ORIGIN from Latin plus, plur- ‘more,’ plures ‘several.

plueriepostent | \ploori'potnt | »adj. Biology (of an im-
g}?ftelg; tozesﬁetr;xp g:.ll) capable of giving rise to several

~ORIGIN 1940s: from PLURI-
being able’ (see POTENT!),

PIUS [plas| »prep. with the 4
Six | he was awarded the full
®informal together with: gz apartments have a small

kitchen pl Y
us priv
padi 1 rnmf.--:.fo,1 ,atf bathroom_

‘several’ + Latin potent-

ddition of: rwo plus four is

P};ositive valué.
Uetarch | 'pigg 1
t
and philosopheil-rk‘L(:'4 4
Plutarchus, He i ck)lieﬂy

lection of b; : .
v bIOgraphles of pry,
pPlusteeus | 'pigoe
planktonic larvy (?fs ls;;{e(p‘}
what triangular wity laterarg
—~ORIGIN late 19th cepg . fnﬁ
(with reference to it shape)
Plueto | 'plooto| 1 Greek M\ﬂhd
world. Also called Hapes,
2 Astronomy the most remote
system, ninth in order fro;
1930 by Clyde Tombaugh

Pluto usually orbits beyon
distance of 5,900 million k
its orbit is so eccentric that
the sun than Neptune (:
smaller than earth’s moo
km), but it was discovere
satellite (Charon), which
should properly be regard:

—ORIGIN via Latin from ]
the god of the under\xiorld

plustocerascy |ploo'takea
by the wealthy.

W 2 country or society 80
or ruling class of peopl
their wealth.

~-DERIVATIVES plu°t0:t
plustoecrateiccal*ly | plo
-ORIGIN mid 17th, ce}?
from ploutos ‘wealth’ + &I

USAGE: See usage & A

[} krm\
Juetoecrat | 'ploot:
pwhose power derives frO{
plueton |'ploo,tin| *™

neous rock. | ¢
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