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mulstiestoery (mulfti-stor'é, -stor'¢) also muletiestoeried
(-stor’ed, -stor’-) adj. Having several stories: a multistory hotel.
muletiesysetemeic (mil’té-si-sem’ik, _sté’mik, -ti-) adj. Relating
to a disease or condition that affects many organ systems of the body.
muletistaskeing (miil’té-tis’king, -ti-) n. The concurrent operd-
;ionkl?y one central processing unit of two or more processes. —mul/’tie
asK’ v.

muletiethreadeed (mul’
Having more than one thread of

té-thréd”id, -ti-) adj. Computer Science 1.
execution. Used of applications. 2. Sup-
porting multithreaded applications. Used of programming languages.
muletistrack (mul/ti-trik/) adj. 1. Having, using, or produced with
multiple recording tracks: a multitrack tape recorder. 2. Having several
different aspects, elements, or functions: multitrack negotiations; a mul-
titrack business executive. 3. Having or using several schedules: students
in a multitrack program with staggered vacations.

mulstistude (mil’ti-tsod’, -tygod’) n. 1. The condition or quality
of being numerous. 2. A very great number. 3. The masses; the popu-
lace: the concerns of the multitude. [Middle English, from Old French,

from Latin multitiids, from multus, many. See mel-2 in Appendix L.]

army These nouns all denote a very

Synonyms muititude, host, legion,
Ititude is the most general term: @

great number of people or things. Mu
multitude of reasons. Host and legion both stress impressively, sometimes

countlessly large numbers: a host of ideas; a legion of complaints. Army
emphasizes order and often purposeful association: an army of ants.

ti-tood/n-as, -tycod’-) adj. 1. Very nu-
onsisting of many parts. 3. Pop-
multitiidin-, multitude. See MUL-
. —mul’tietud’/ineouseness

muletietuedienous (mil’
merous; existing in great numbers. 2. C
ulous; crowded. [From Latin multitido,
TITUDE.] —mul’tietu’dienousely ad

n.

muletisuseer (miil'té-yoo’zar, -ti-) adj. Of or relating to a device or
product, such as a computer system, that can be used by more than one
person at the same time.
mulstievaelent (mil'ti-va’lnt,
Polyvalent. 2. Genetics Of or relating to t
homologous chromosomes during the first division of meiosis. 3. [m-
munology Having several sites of attachment for an antibody or antigen.
4. Having various meanings or values: subtle, multivalent allegory.

—mul’tieva’lence .
muletisvareicate (mul'té-vd
involving more than one variable: multivariate statistical analysis.
muletieverssiety (miil’ti-var/si-té) ., pl. -ties A university that
has numerous constituent and affiliated institutions, such as separate
colleges, campuses, and research centers. [MULTI- + (UNI)VERSITY.]
muletievietaemin (mil’t>-vi’to-min) adj. Containing many vita-
mins. < n. A preparation containing many vitamins.
mulstievoletine (mul’ti-vol'tén) adj. Producing several broods in
a single season: multivoltine moths. [MULTI— + French -voltine, having a
given number of broods in one season (from Italian volta, time, turn; see

vOLT?).]
Multenoema

mil-tiv/>-lont) adj. 1. Chemistry
he association of three or more

1e-it, -at’, -var’-, -ti-) adj. Having or

h Falls (miilt-no’ma2) A waterfall, 189.1 m (620 ft)
high, in a tributary of the Columbia River east of Portland, Oregon.
mum’ (mim) adj. Not verbalizing; silent. % interj. Used as a com-
mand to stop speaking. __idiom: mum’s the word Say nothing of
the secret you know: Mun’s the word on the surprise party. [Middle Eng-
lish, perhaps imitative of closing one’s lips.]
mum? (mim) intr.v. mummed, mumeming, mums 1. To act or
playina pantomime. 2. To go merrymaking in a mask or disguise espe-
cially during a festival. [Middle English mummen, from Old French
momer, to wear a mask.]
mum? (miim) n. Chiefly British Mother. [Short for MUMMY?.]
mum? (mim) 7. A chrysanthemum.
mum?® (miim) 7. A strong beer originally b
many. [German Mumme.]

Mumebai (mum’bi’) Formerly Bomebay (bdm-ba’). A city of west-
central India on coastal Mumbai Island and adjacent Salsette Island. It
is India’s main port and commercial center. Population: 9,925,891.
mumeble (mim’bal) v. -bled, -bling, -bles —tr. 1. To utter in-
distinctly by lowering the voice or partially closing the mo‘uth: mumbled
an insincere apology. 2. To chew slowly or ineffectively without or as if
without teeth. —intr. 1. To speak words indistinctly, as by lowering the
voice or partially closing the mouth. 2. To chew food slowly or ineffec-
tively, as if with the gums. & 7. A low indistinct sound or utterance.
[Middle English momelen, from Middle Dutch mommelen.) —mum/-
bler n. —mum/bly adj.
mumeblesty-peg (mim

rewed in Brunswick, Ger-

rbal-té-pég’s -ble-pég’) qlsw?m-ble—
the-peg (-bal-tha-) 7. A game in which players toss a jackknit¢ in var-
ious gregcf'ibed ways, with the object being to ‘make the blade stick firmly
into the ground. [From the phrase mumble the peg, from the fact that
originally the loser had to pull up with the teeth a peg driven into the

round.| )
gnt:xm'bo jumebo or mumebo-jumebo (miim’bo-jiim’bo) 1., pl.

-bos 1. Unintelligible or incomprehensible language; glbbtl"lsh. 2. Lan-
guage or ritualistic activity intended to confuse. 3. A complicated or 9b-
scure ritual. 4. An object believed to have superna!ural powers;
{Perhaps of Mandingo origin.]

mu meson n. See muon.

Mumeford (miim’ford), Lewis 1895-1990. American social critic

a:xd \‘vritcr whose works, such as The Culture of Cities (1938) and The
ter WhHOSE NN Aacry dehumanizing technology and call for a

ml_lm-mer (mﬁm'ar) ANk
pecially at a festival. 2a. One y, Masked o I
actor. [Middle English, from Old‘;aq; Or pla Sllimeg
a mask, pantomime. ] fench ’"Dmys =G %’\
xumzor:er-y (mim/a-re) o - fm?n%\p
mer 2 Apseron i b
, from rench momer, ¢, show o Ql:em"%
;-m;m-m!ochog (i g 2 Mk, oo N
usl eteroclitus) of the Atlantic cog; noA stout.bod.t"“lﬁ:‘\
valued :spe-cmlly as Pait. [Namganm”mh of the Gﬁ“‘f‘
mumemiefy (mims-fir) g, d( Moamiggy (YN
into a mummy by embalming and gy “fysing, -f'x'] [\
up. —intr. To shrivel or dry up like 4 =" To ca:::"‘ 1y
mum, 10 g

(-fi-ka’shan) n. ~m
mumemy’ (mim’e) n, pl. -mi "M
animal that has been embahﬂéd:::s 1. The degg body

the practices of the ancient Emtiansprgpared for by d‘\

preserved body that resembl - A with, %
mummie, medicinal material lfiil:n embalmeq mﬁm@
momie, from Medieval Latin mum'e mbalmed g ’l%q
wax, from Persian.] 16, from Arabic ma,,,{m"§
mumemy? (mim’e) n, pl. Ml
MOMMY or MUM’.] g
mummy bag n. Asleepin y q
additional heat. Ping bag thatis taP"Cditthemdgb
mumps (mimps) pl.n. (used with a sin ~
matory, contagious disease caused by a g. or pl, "‘,’"’) Az,
by swelling of the salivary glands, Cspecli):ﬁm;yxwm‘““ﬁ:
of the pancreas, ovaries, or testes. This diselsg ernp;’:'yﬂd-\ Bl
can be prevented by vaccinati : affey
grimace}.)] Y vaccination. (Perhaps from pl.of mﬂ:
munch (miinch) v. munched, munchsi
To chew food audibly or with a steady woi'l:i:"gf;l l!"d"si\
pleasure. —tr. To chew or eat (food) audibl)g oF vnﬁhm““
English monchen.] —munch’er . Pz g
Munch (moongk), Edvard 1863-1944. Norwegian
include etchings, lithographs, and paiming:m#b‘:i
and Frieze of Life (1897). =
Munechauesen syndrome (min/chou'zn, mind/
psychological disorder characterized by the repeated lmiqm,“
sation of disease symptoms or trauma for the purposgofm.:
attention or treatment. [After Baron Karl Friedrich Hieroqmasy
MUONCHHAUSEN (because the fabricated diseases recalld sz
accounts of his life).]
Munchausen syndrome by proxy A peychologials
der in which a parent or other caregiver gains attention froa =&
professionals by repeatedly causing or fabricating disease sympisi
child.
Miinchehauesen (miinki’hou’zn) also Munechausér =
chou’-, miinch’hou’-), Baron Karl Friedrich ngmm_s.!
1720—1797. German soldier and raconteur known forhis sl
about his adventures as a hunter, sportsman, and dir. ;
muncheies (min’chéz) pl.n. Slang 1. Food fomdumﬂ
ing for snack foods. Often wsed with the: an attackof e e
munchekin (minch/kin) n. 1. A very small Pm o
child. 3. Informal A minor official. [After the My
The Wonderful Wizard of Ozby L. Frank Baurn_-] e
Munecie (min/sé) A city of east-central Inﬁlﬁu b
apolis. Established on the site of an ear_lxcr_D arin e d
the setting for Robert and Hcle;\llb);;ds pioneerind
Middletown (1929). Population: 7152 _ . g
Muneda (mgon/da) n. An A\fsm"\"a."zlla:ing:z f:nm %
northeast India and adjacent reglxo{ls'jnd;“ ultt gl
munedane (min-dan/, min an’) ad). & Cof o
of this world; secular. 2. Relating t dm_r:‘d;r;s"ﬂ“ ol
commonplaces; ordinary- }aMlddlfioEn]:# ol
dain, Latin mundants, (. dinfE)
i;o:dz li-nrl(:l"rl\-dalne'ness, m“"",’a"".‘y( o M‘“’“”
mung bean (ming) - - =
family,gwidely cultivated for 1ts e:ll;lr‘ seed

-mies Informal Mothe; |

source of bean sprouts. £ The seeds 2
from Sanskrit mudgah.) ; i om gl
mueni (myoo/né) Informal adj. Mun e
bond. el g
Musnich (myoo/ni) A 0 “Z,“{,',“ffés, it hﬂ"“ﬂ‘fﬁwﬂ“‘
Alps southeast of Augsburg: Fqul:i ‘h  party et dﬂ:;

7 the Y

B ia. Adolf Hitler organize ed 353 o

of Bavaria + wldelydrlctiln)r'i" 193&1\‘:“ M
R ST World\

o Sign'eg g‘;ar;dg:liit?i‘n?;ia‘ma and ¥
:liﬁ:i(w;;ter extensive Allied bombing f, et m“&n?;
:;‘ZSS.,ZZii..I.pal ( mycﬁa-nls’ 3-P12 ‘gg; r:la',(:z,‘ ¢ ::‘ul;‘d;l:zf:“:
a municipality. b- Having local ¢ z'gof or rclalmig;’l % ff
;0“

ityof a local or state
of a nation. 1" !
[Latin manicipalis, from ‘y::ema 2
minus, public offxce, dumuonic’i’Pa" y

govern[n“" ond: ,'m‘!5"
A m f

kap- in Appendix L=
municipal bond
county, state, OF other governT”
muenicei® aleiety (MO0
S ity fowilsOF
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, plumped, plumpeing, plumps —intr. 1. To
2 avily: plum[wd into the easy chair. 2. To give full sup-
dy o heavl’ or the candidate throughout the state, —tr, Tc
1fc 8! o
P el " hing) abruptly or heavily: pl
s Fiop (somclhmg) abruptly or heavily: plumped the books
% or..'l 1. A heavy or abrupt fall or collision. 2. The sound
00 on e : . .
v on, @ adj. Blunt; direct. % adv. 1. With a hea
T}:LU::,I,:;[“;rﬁ'II plump into the sea. 2. a. With a full g
0 apt 0 : alked plump into the pole. b. Directly: ran plump into
"‘bq ‘mpact “\‘\’i(hou‘ qualification; bluntly: spoke out plump for the
"sﬁiﬂ‘""{‘ 3] English plumpen, to immerse quickly, perhaps from
Lt [,\lldd‘ an, probably of imitative origin.)
# . Low Ger ',, A rich boiled or steamed pudding made with
o ul s, currants: citron, and spices. )
L‘gu:;;"ato . A variety of tomato having oblong fruit that is
um *. cooking:
:IW " C‘E‘(J‘rngvoﬁl) n. 1. A down feather. 2. Botany The rudi-
W'mUIe (_Pal bud of a plant embryo situated at the end of the hypo-
‘.rg‘rmlm of the epicotyl and often of immature leaves. [Latin
;:d'm"j?:;r;gu ive of plima, feather.] —plu/muslose’ (plgomtys-
o, il
;ﬁ 6o/mé) adj. -jeer, -i*est 1. Consisting of or covered with
ﬁl‘m‘yzlPR“ embling a feather or plume.
e plin’dor) % -dered, -dereing, -ders —tr. 1. To rob of
'd? rcf especially in time of war; pillage: plunder a village. 2. To
Mb,\' ofulivof by force; steal: p{xmdered the supplies. —intr. To take
l,',leUEF . 1. The act or practice of plundering. 2. Property stolen
ooty O force; booty. [German pliindern, from Middle High German
i °’fmm Middle Low German plunder, household goods.]
P gersasble adi. —plun’dereer n. —plun’dersous adj.
e (plinj) ¥ plunged, plungeing, plungees —tr. 1. To
or throw forcefully into a substance or place: “Plunge the lobsters,
s, 10 @ large pot of rapidly boiling salted water” (Craig Clai-
), 2. Tocast suddenly, vlqlendy, or deeply into a given state or sit-
™ «Thestreet was plunged in cool shadow” (Richard Wright). —intr.
 ofallor throw oneself into a substance or place: We plunged into the
- aountain lake. 2. To throw opeself earnestly or wholeheartedly into
ity OF situation: glunged into my studies. 3. To enter or move
Mongihmug}l something: The hunting dogs plunged into the forest. 4.
Ddescend steeplys fall precipitously: a cliff that plunges to the sea. 5. To
aeforward and downward violently: The rider plunged from the buck-
ghose 6. To become suddenly lower; decrease dramatically: Stock
s plinged during the banking crisis. 7. To speculate or gamble extrav-
. #n. 1. The act or an instance of plunging. 2a. A place or area,
uhas 2 swimming pool, for diving or plunging. b. A swim; a dip.
—idiom: take the plunge Informal To begin an unfamiliar venture,
secily after hesitating: After a three-year engagement, they're finally
stisg the plunge. [Middle English plungen, from Old French plongier,
fom Vilgar Latin *plumbicare, to heave a sounding lead, from Latin
jimbun,lead
plungeer (pliin’jar) n. 1. One who plunges or dives. 2. A device con-
ssing of a rubber suction cup attached to the end of a stick, used to
udog drains and pipes. Also called plumber’s helper. 3. A machine part,
m apiston, that operates with a thrusting or plunging movement.
plunk (plangk) also plonk (plongk, plingk) v. plunked, plunke
19, plunks also plonked, plonkeing, plonks —tr. 1. To throw or
patheavlly or abruptly: plunked the money down on the counter. 2. To
morp_luck (astringed instrument). —intr. 1. To drop or fall abrupt-
Jerheavily; plump: plunked onto the couch with a sigh of relief. 2. To
;.z: ahollow twanging sound. * n. 1. Informal A heavy blow or stroke.
sbort hollow twanging sound. < adv. Informal 1. With a short
r;’xlhuﬁ 2. Exactly; precisely: The dart landed plunk in the center of
< [Imitative.] —plunk’er n. —plunk’y adj.
Pluspersfect (ploo-par’fikt) adj. 1. Of or being a verb tense used
b ; J A
“Pmr!:an action completed before a specified or implied past time. 2.
3 ; supremely accomplished; ideal: “He has won a repu-
d ‘perfect | lished; ideal: “He h P
en“ [a] Pluperfeq bureaucrat” (New York Times). % n. 1. The plu-
tense, formed in English with the past participle of a verb and the
Yhad, a5 had learned in the sentence He had learned to type by the
odof h
1 ¢ semester. Also called past perfect. 2. A verb or form in the plu-
m““‘f~ (Middle English pluperfyth, alteration of Latin pliis quam
- 7 more than perfect : plis, more; see pela-' in Appendix I +
u,m;[‘[]*P"/mum, neuter past participle of perficere, to complete;

plomp)

=
=

oral (o]
i (Pldortal) agj, 4, Relating to or composed of more than one
',E'; o kind: the plural meanings of a text; a plural society. 2.
Ut gy being a grammatical form that designates more than one
l m{é&”pcm..cd % n. Grammar 1. The plural number or form.
lro:: ;;:: "; _thcl Plural form. [Middle English plurel from Old
&) ‘P'U'valol;’ :‘;:, is, from plis, pliir-, more. See pela-' in Appen
Yo iy
by by"lg Lan.guage In English, plurals of nouns are normally in-
Sl 0 ending —s or —es, or in a few cases by —en, as in children
:"’hrurtmTc ‘ernacular varieties of English do not use plural endings
iy o1 Phrases such as three mile and ten pound. This zero plu-
Xy appg,-,, story and was not formerly as socially stigmatized as it is
‘P'tsc:\st]; literary works dating from the Middle English peri-
from gy kay, including works of dialect writers, such as this ex-
" Negrey na,r Twa,'“ s Huck Finn: “The nearest white settlement
e 3510 four mile” « 1 adjectival constructions even Standard
0 y* P @ five-pound box of candy is acceptable, whereas

RQ)pnds b .
o Engligh ‘::,: r’l?t;Eh‘CSC; adieclj_ve phrases gierive‘_fror.n an -a su'fflx
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iall.en ]‘;‘Wa)’, leaving behind the unmarked root forms. ® The absence of
los) int ;%lural form of animal names (hunting for bear, a herd of buffa-
o Pli: h«’! ly arose by analogy with animals like deer and sheep whose
lP rals have been unmarked since the earliest beginnings of the English
t::gul:sq A few dialects of English have unmarked plurals that may ex-
s eyond the class of measure nouns. For example, some speakers of
s ican ;\::cncan Vernacular English occasionally use such construc-
dalr:scyas ave three sister. See Notes at comparative, foot, redun-

Plusralsism (plgor’s-liz’am) n. 1. The condition of being multiple
or plural. 2a. A condition in which numerous distinct ethnic, religious,
or cultural groups are present and tolerated within a society. b. The belief
that such a condition is desirable or socially beneficial. 3. Ecclesiastical
The holding by one person of two or more positions or offices, especially
two or more ecclesiastical benefices, at the same time. 4. Philosophy a.
The doctrine that reality is composed of many ultimate substances. b.
The belief that no single explanatory system or view of reality can ac-
count for all the phenomena of life.

P'u'fal’i“ (ploor/a-list) n. 1. An adherent of social or philosophical
plm.'ahsm. 2. Ecclesiastical A person who holds two or more offices, es-
pecially two or more benefices, at the same time.

plueraleisetic (ploor'a-lis’tik) adj. 1. Of or relating to social or
philosophical pluralism. 2. Having multiple aspects or parts: “the idea
that intelligence is a pluralistic quality that . . . varies in many dimensions
among individuals” (Richard A. Knox). —plu’raleis’tiecalely ady.
plueraleisty (ploo-rilfi-té) n, pl. -ties 1. The state or fact of being
plural. 2. A large number or amount; a multitude. 3. Ecclesiastical a.
Pluralism. b. The offices or benefices held by a pluralist. 4a. Ina contest
of more than two choices, the number of votes cast for the winning
choice if this number is not more than one half of the total votes cast. b.
The number by which the vote of the winning choice in such a contest
exceeds that of the closest opponent. 5. The larger or greater part.
plueralsize (ploor’s-liz’) v. -ized, -izeing, -izees —tr. 1. To make
plural. 2. Grammar To express in the plural. —intr. 1. To become plural.
2. Ecclesiastical To hold more than one position or benefice at one time.
—plu’raleieza’tion (ploor’s-li-za’shan) n.

plural marriage n. See polygamy (sense 1).

plus (pliis) conj. 1. Mathematics Increased by the addition of: Tiwo plus
two is four. 2. Added to; along with: Their strength plus their spirit makes
them formidable. Intelligence plus wit makes for an interesting person. 3.
Usage Problem And: “(He] is a committed man, plus he has imagination,
vitality and national stature” (Merv Griffin). % adj. 1. Positive or on the
positive part of a scale: a plus value; a temperature of plus five degrees. 2.
Added or extra: a plus benefit. 3. Informal Increased to a further degree
or number: “At 70 plus, [he] is old enough to be metaphysical” (Anatole
Broyard). 4. Ranking on the higher end of a designated scale: a grade of
Cplus. 5. Physics Positive. * n., pl. plusees or pluseses 1. Mathemat-
ics The plus sign (+). 2. A positive quantity. 3. A favorable condition or
factor: The clear weather was a plus for the golf tournament. [Latin plis,
more. See pela-' in Appendix L]

Usage Note When mathematical equations are pronounced as English
sentences, the verb is usually in the singular: Two plus two is (or equals)
four. By the same token, subjects containing two noun phrases joined by
plus are usually construed as singular: The construction slowdown plus the
bad weather has made for a weak market. This observation has led some
to argue that in these sentences, plus functions as a preposition meaning
“in addition to.” But if this were true, the plus phrase could be moved to
the beginning of the sentence. Clearly, this is not the case—we do not say
Plus the bad weather, the construction slowdown has made for a weak mar-
ket, It makes more sense to view plus in these uses as a conjunction that
joins two subjects into a single entity requiring a single verb by notional
agreement, just as and does in the sentence Chips and beans is her favorite
appetizer. * The usage plus which in The construction industry has been
hurt by the rise in rates. Plus which, bad weather has affected housing starts
is not well established in formal writing; nor is plus accepted as correct
in introducing an independent clause, as in She has a great deal of talent,

plus she is willing to work hard.

plus fours pl.n. Loose knickers bagging below the knees, worn for-
merly for sports. [From the fact that they were four inches longer than
ordinary knickers.]

plush (plush) n. A fabric of silk, rayon, cotton, or other material,
having a thick deep pile. < adj. plusheer, plusheest 1. Made of or
covered with plush. 2. Luxurious. [French pluche, variant of peluche,
from pelucher, to become fluffy, shed, from Old French peluchier, to
pluck, probably from Vulgar Latin *piluccare. See PLUCK.] —plush’ly
adv. —plush’ness n.

plushey (plish’é) adj. -iser, -i*est 1. Resembling plush in texture.
2. Informal Ostentatiously luxurious: a plushy office. —plush’iely adv.
—plush’ieness n.

plus slgn n. 1. Mathematics The symbol (+), as in 2 + 2 = 4, that is
used to indicate addition or a positive quantity. 2. Chemistry The same
symbol, used to indicate dextrorotatory rotation of polarized light.
plus-size (plis/siz’) n. 1. An extra large or oversize clothing size, es-
pecially one for women’s or children’s clothing. 2. A garment of such a
size, —plus/-sized’ (-sizd’) adj.

Pluetarch (ploo/tirk’) A.p. 467-1207 Greek biographer and Neo-Pla-
tonist philosopher. He wrote Parallel Lives, a collection of paired biogra-
phies of famous Greek and Roman figures that Shakespeare used as
source material for his Roman plays. —Pluetarch’an (-tir’kan), Plue

plump? | Plutarch

P

plunger

plus fours
golfer Payne Stewart
4 pat oi boy
i pay ou out
drcare G0 took
i father 60 boot
& pet o cut
&be Qr urge
1 pit th thin
1 pie th this
irpier  hw which
4 pot zh vision
O toe 2 about, item
Opaw @ regionalism

Stress marks: / (primary);
! (secondary), as in
dictionary (dik’sha-nér’¢)
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