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57 ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for protecting data using lock 
values in a computer System includes indicating that the 
computer System does not Support locked accesses to the 
data. However, upon receipt of a request to write to the 
Storage area where the data is contained, the present inven 
tion checks whether a lock value corresponding to the 
request matches a predetermined lock value. If the lock 
value matches the predetermined lock value, then the data is 
written to the Storage area; otherwise, the Storage area is left 
unmodified. 

23 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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