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ONE PIECE MOLDED FLOOR MAT FOR
FRONT FLOOR AREAS OF VEHICLE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to molded floor mats designed to
overlie a full front carpeted floor area of a vehicle. More
particularly, the invention relates to molded floor mats with
a multi-faceted retention system to retain the mat in place,
particularly when used in a pickup truck.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Pickup trucks are very popular with the general driving
public. They are often used as a general purpose vehicle.
Their owners tend to want all the amenities found in sedan
and coupe automobiles. Pickup trucks with carpeted floor
surfaces are prevalent. The floors of such vehicles tend to be
flat. Vacuuming away loose debris in such a flat area is
relatively easy. However, the truck’s owner is also often
concerned with more permanent stains and surface wear.
Floor mats are needed to meet the concern.

Producing contoured floor mats at a reasonable cost to
neatly fit a floor of a pickup truck is commercially feasible.
Holding them in place under normal use conditions is more
difficult. Many retention means of various designs are avail-
able. Most are designed for use with carpeted floor mats
intended for placement in an automobile’s deep foot well
area which is already carpeted. A retention system designed
specifically for pickup trucks, though, is needed. Any reten-
tion system must securely hold the floor mat in place. Ready
removal of the floor mat for thorough cleaning or replace-
ment is also a desired, though not necessary feature.

There has now been developed a floor mat primarily for
use in pickup trucks which fits in place and can be made to
stay in place. In accord with a demonstrated need, the floor
mats of this invention are contoured to neatly fit a full front
floor compartment area of a truck and have a multi-faceted
retention system to securely, but removably, hold them in
place.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A molded floor mat is dimensioned to fit into the front
floor compartment area of pickup trucks and other vehicles
with similarly configured floors. The floor mat is a one piece
pliable plastic mat molded to a contour and shape which
snugly fits into the truck’s driver side foot area, front
passenger side foot area and center hump area therebetween.
One lateral edge of the mat is shaped to abut against a driver
door sill. An opposed lateral edge is shaped to abut against
a front passenger door sill. A back edge of the mat is shaped
to abut against seat attaching hardware of the vehicle. Front
areas of the mat are vertically inclined to overlie a firewall
of the truck. Raised interior walls near the lateral edges are
also molded into the mat to create tray-like central areas for
debris retention purposes. Further, retention tabs extend
outwardly from the lateral edges to fit underneath the door
sills. The shaped edges interacting with structural features of
the vehicle and the retention tabs create a multi-faceted
retention system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an environmental view in perspective showing
a floor mat of the invention in position in a front floor
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FIG. 3 is a side elevation view in section taken along line
3—3 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is an enlarged side elevation view in section of a
coin tray portion of the floor mat taken along line 4 of FIG.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The floor mats of this invention are intended for use
primarily in pickup trucks. They are also useful in the
carpeted full front floor compartment areas of all vehicles
having substantially flat floors which extend on each lateral
side to a door sill. These vehicles include pickup trucks as
well as vans and sport utility vehicles. Different makes and
models of such vehicles have different contoured and shaped
floor compartment areas. However, all lack a floor well and
instead have the substantially flat floor which lies in sub-
stantially the same plane as a door sill.

The invention is described with reference to the drawings
wherein a particular contoured and shaped floor mat
intended for one commercially available pickup truck model
is shown. It should be understood that other floor mats
designed for use in other vehicles of the type envisioned in
this invention are contemplated, it being only necessary to
properly contour and shape the mats based on the particular
vehicle’s interior lay-out.

With reference to FIGS. 1-3, there is shown a floor mat
10 of the invention. The contour and shape of the depicted
floor mat 10 allows it to fit into the full front compartment
area of the pickup truck (shown in phantom). The floor mat
10 is one piece. It is made from a pliable plastic material and
is molded to a contour which snugly fits into and covers the
driver’s foot area, the front passenger’s foot area and a
center hump in between the two foot areas. The mat com-
prises three contiguous sections. A driver foot area section
11, a front passenger foot area section 12 and a hump area
section 13 connecting the two foot area sections create the
one piece mat. The three areas are molded to closely follow
the contours of the respective underlying floor areas and
further are dimensioned to interact with existing truck
structures, such as door sills, seat attaching hardware and
firewalls. The three area sections and edges which are a part
of a multi-faceted retention system are described in detail in
the following paragraphs.

The driver foot area section 11 has a substantially flat base
15 with a front portion 16 which is shaped to slope upwardly
to directly overlie an upwardly sloped firewall of the pickup
truck. The base 15 and front portion 16 of the floor mat 10
both lie directly on the truck’s carpeted floor surfaces. The
driver foot area section 11 is defined by a first lateral edge
17 which abuts against the driver door sill of the truck, a
back edge 18 which abuts against seat attachment hardware
of the truck, an interior mold crease 19 where the surface of
the mat’s base abruptly rises to accommodate the truck’s
center hump area and a front edge 20 opposed to the back
edge 18. A front edge segment 21 abuts a vertical wall of the
center hump and, to a limited extent, helps to hold the floor
mat from moving forwardly. A raised wall 22 molded into
the mat near and substantially parallel the first lateral edge
17 rises above the flat base 15 to create a tray-like central
area in the section 11. As best seen in FIG. 3, the raised wall
22 has two walls which rise about one inch to about two
inches each from the base 15 to meet at a peak to form a
double wall. As apparent in FIGS. 1 and 2, other portions of

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

Nsights

Real-Time Litigation Alerts

g Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time
alerts and advanced team management tools built for
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal,
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research

With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native
O docket research platform finds what other services can't.
‘ Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

Identify arguments that have been successful in the past
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips

° Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,

/ . o
Py ,0‘ opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

o ®
Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are
always at your fingertips.

-xplore Litigation

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more
informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of

knowing you're on top of things.

API

Docket Alarm offers a powerful API
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS

Build custom dashboards for your
attorneys and clients with live data
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal
tasks like conflict checks, document
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND

LEGAL VENDORS

Sync your system to PACER to
automate legal marketing.

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD? @ sales@docketalarm.com 1-866-77-FASTCASE




