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[57] ABSTRACT 
A bladed tubular array for use as a heating element in an 
electrical smoking article, and a tobacco flavor element 
for such an article based thereon, are provided. The 
integral carbon heater preferably provides eight ther­
mally and electrically discrete heating zones to provide 
an optimized heating zone when each blade is individu­
ally powered. Each blade has a desired resistance, to 
provide temperature preferably in the range of from 
about 300° C. to about 900° C., or higher. The relatively 
brittle carbon composite conductive blades are sup­
ported by a reinforcing tube of spiral-wound• paper­
board. A common ring of the same conductive material 
serves as a common electrical terminal for the blades, 
while the free end of each blade serves as the other 
electrical terminal of that blade. 
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