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(57) ABSTRACT 

A system and method for interacting with objects, via a 
computer using utterances, speech processing and natural 
language processing. A Data Definition File relates net
worked objects and a speech processor. The Data Definition 
File encompasses a memory structure relating the objects, 
including grammar files, a context-specific dictation model, 
and a natural language processor. The speech processor 
searches a first grammar file for a matching phrase for the 
utterance, and for searching a second grammar file for the 
matching phrase if the matching phrase is not found in the 
first grammar file. The system also includes a natural lan
guage processor for searching a database for a matching 
entry for the matching phrase; and an application interface 
for performing an action associated with the matching entry 
if the matching entry is found in the database. The system 
utilizes context-specific grammars and dictation models, 
thereby enhancing speech recognition and natural language 
processing efficiency. Additionally, for each user the system 
adaptively and interactively "learns" words and phrases, and 
their associated meanings, storing the adaptive updates into 
user voice profiles. Because the user voice profiles can be 
stored locally or remotely, users can access the adaptively 
learned words and phrases at various locations. 
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