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(57) ABSTRACT 

Key patterns configured to accommodate the handicaps of 
the disabled user are imprinted or embossed on a sheet of 
conformable material. A matrix of sensing circuits for a 
keyboard are placed under the sheet to detect when and 
where the sheet is depressed and provides an output to a 
keyboard controller indicating which portion of the key
board has been contacted. The keyboard controller relates 
the position data to the keyboard pattern on the sheet and 
provides key signals to the computer interface connector of 
the keyboard that are indistinguishable by a computer sys
tem from the QWERTY outputs of a standard keyboard. This 
enables the disabled user to carry this keyboard from one 
computer system to another and simply exchange it for the 
standard keyboard for the computer. Since the keyboard can 
be configured to accommodate the users handicap, no 
changes need be made to the operating system or any 
software of the computer in order to allow the disabled user 
to use the computer. Furthermore, other users are not 
required to do anything special to start using the computer 
system once the standard keyboard is re-installed. 

12 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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