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57) ABSTRACT 

A registration system allows digital data or software to run 
in a use mode on a platform if and only if an appropriate 
licensing procedure has been followed. Preferably, the sys 
tem detects when part of the platform on which the digital 
data has been loaded has changed in part or in entirety, as 
compared with the platform parameters, when the software 
or digital data to be protected was last booted or run. The 
system relies on a portion of digital data or code which is 
integral to the digital data to be protected by the system. This 
integral portion is termed the code portion and may include 
an algorithm that generates a registration number unique to 
an intending licensee of the digital data based on informa 
tion supplied by the licensee which characterizes the lic 
ensee. The algorithm in the code portion is duplicated at a 
remote location on a platform under the control of the 
licensor or its agents, and communication between the 
intending licensee and the licensor or its agentis required so 
that a matching registration number can be generated at the 
remote location for subsequent communication to the 
intending licensee as a permit to licensed operation of the 
digital data in a use mode. The code portion can be identical 
for all copies of the digital data. The algorithm provides a 
registration number which can be "unique' if the details 
provided by the intending licenses upon which the algorithm 
relies when executed upon the platform are themselves 
“unique'. 

20 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets 
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FROM FIG. 2b 
FIG. 2C 
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