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(549) LOCATION BASED NOTIFICATION OF 57) ABSTRACT
WLAN AVAILABILITY VIA WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION NETWORK
A wireless mobile terminal is alerted to the presence of an
(76) Inventors: Magnus Gunnarsson, San Diego, CA available Wireless Local Area Network by a communication
(US); Sven Anders Borje Svensson, network, based on the location of the mobile terminal. The
San Diego, CA (US) mobile terminal alerts a wireless computing device, either
via a wired or wireless interface, or by paging the user.
Correspondence Address: Alternatively, the mobile terminal and the wireless comput-
COATS & BENNETT, PLLC ing device may form an integrated unit with interfaces to
P O BOX 5 both the WLAN and the communication network. The
RALEIGH, NC 27602 (US) wireless computing device initiates a scan for the WLAN, or
. logs onto the WLAN based on information transmitted to the
(1) Appl. No: 10/027,322 mobile terminal. When the user is not in the range of a
(22) Filed: Dec. 20, 2001 WLAN, the wireless computing device conserves battery
power by not scanning for a WLAN. The communication
Publication Classification network may additionally be connected to the WLAN for
data exchange. The alert criteria may be customized and
(51)  Int. CL7 e HO4L 12/28 stored in a subscriber database at the communication net-
(52) US. d 370/389; 370/401 work.
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