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A system and method for improved video capture on a per-
sonal computer is provided. The personal computer is
equipped with video controls and a camera with a privacy lens
cover. A sensor for sensing when the lens cover is closed may
be used along with an actuator for mechanically opening the
lens cover, so that the system may optionally open the lens
cover automatically for video capture applications. A user
may easily capture a video stream or still images using the
video controls provided. A user may also answer an incoming
phone call that supports video by pressing the camera button
or, optionally, the user can set a preference so that the camera
is automatically enabled whenever answering a call that sup-
ports video. Additionally, the system may automatically tran-
sition to or from video anytime during a call.
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