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impatiens
impa-ti-ens (im pu’\_')ﬁ enz/), n., pl. -tisens, any annual,
balsaminaccous plnnt. of the gcnus mpatiens, having irregu-

lar flowers in which the calyx and corolla are not clearly
distinguishable. [< NL, L: rupamienr]
im‘pa-tient (im pa’/shont), adf 1. ot patient. 2. indi-
caung lack of patience. 3. restiess in desire or expectation.
[(ME impacient < L impatient- (5. of impatigns) not putting
up wi —im.pa’tient-ly, adv. —Syn. 1. uneasy, unquiet.
1, 2. irritable, :csty, cury, brusque, abrupt. 3. nst.v im-
pcbuous =Ant. 1. calm,
im-pav-id (im pav’xd) adj Rare. foarless. {< L impavi-
d(us) fearless, undaunted] —im.pav/id.ly, adv.
im-pawn (im pdn/), s.f.  Rare. to put in pawn rl 70
im; peach {im pach/), v.f. 1. to-accuse (a blic official)
belore an appropriate tribunal of misconduct in office. 2. to
challenge the credibility of, 3. to bring an accusabicn
against. 4. to call in question; cast an imputation upon.
E empeche(n) < AF empech(er) < LL lmpcdiwre to fetter,
trap = L {m- 1} 4 pddlc a) n fetter (see PEDI-, ~IC) + -are
inf, sulfix] —im-peach’er, n,
im-peach-a-ble (im pE/Ua bal), adj. 1. liable to bte im-
ached. 2. mnldng one subject to impeachmert, —im-
pauch/n-bxl/x ty
im-peach: ment dm pich/mont), n. 1. the impeaching of
a public official before an appropriate tribupal. 2. U.S. (in
Congress or & state Iomslature? the presentation of formal
charges against a publtc official by the lower bouse, trial to
be before the up})or house. 3.demonstration thata witness
is less worthy of beliel. 4. tho act of impeaching. 6. the
state of being impenched [\[E empechement < A ]
im-pearl (im pQrl/), nt to form lnto drops resembling
pearls. 2. to make pe.\rllike or pearly. 3. Chiefly Literary.
to 1dorn vnth pearls or pearilike drops. [m-l 4+ peanci; ef.

F-emperler]
lm ec-ca-ble (im pek/a bal), adj, 1. faultless; irreproach-
ble: m;rcccabic manners. 2 rot liable to sin; exempt from
the POSS buut of domg ng. —n. 3. Rare. an impeccable
person, tmpecc nﬂ(xs) rnulucss. sinless] —im.pec/-
cabil/i. ty, , —im.pec/ca-bly, adv. '
im-pec-cant (im pek”/snt), ad) not sinning; sinless. —im-
pec/cance, im.poc/can-cy, n.
im-pe-cu-ni- ous (im/po ky&0/nd os), ‘i{ having ©o
money. [m-* 4 pecunious wealthy (late ME) < L peciini~
Ds(us) = peclini(a) wealth 4 -Jsus -ovs] —im/pe.cu’/ni-
ous-ly, ads. —im/pe-cu/ni-ous-ness, n, —Syn. destitute,
im-ped-ance (im pid/?ns), n. 1. Eled. the total opposition
to alternating current by an electric circuit, e?unl to the
squ:\re root of the sum of the squares of the res stancc and
reactance of the circuit and usually expressed in ohums.
Symbol: Z 2. Physics. the ratio of the force on a system
undcrfomb simple harmonic motion to the velocity of the
particles in the system.
im-pede (im p¥d/), vi., -ped-ed, % ed-ing. to retard in
movement or progress by meduns of obstacles or hindrances;
obstruct; hinder. [< L impedi- (s. of impedire to entangle,
lit., to snare the feet)] —im.pedZer, n. —Syn. slow, delay,
check, stop. block. thwart. Ses prevent. —Ant. advance.
encourage: aid, help.
im- pe «di-ent (im p&/dE ant), adj. m.dlmi hindering.
. 2. something that impedés; mndrance impedieni-
(8. o! impedigns) entangling, prp. of impedire
im-ped-i-ment (im ped/s> mont), ». 1. an obstruction, hin-
drance, or obstacle. 2. some physical defect_that impedes
ready speech; a speech disorder. . Ohiefly Eccles, Law.
bar, usually of blood or affinity, w marriage. [ME < L
impediment(um)] —im- pcdu mon-ul (im ped/s mon/tal),
imped/i-men/ta.ry, adj. Kn 1. bar, encumbrance,
check. See obstacle. —Ant. 1 elp, encouragement.
im-ped-i-men-ta (im ped/s men/ta), n.pl. baggage or
othor ancumbrances that lmpede one's progress, esp. supplies
carried with an army. [< L, pl. of impedimentum MPEDI-

NT]
1m ped i-tive (im ped/i tiv), adj. tending to impede; ob-
structive. [obs. impedile to hinder (< L impedit(us), ptp. of
impedire to IMPEDE; See -ITE?) 4~ -IVE]
im-pel (im pel/), v.L., -pelled, -pelling. 1. to drive or ursu
forward; incite ur constrain to action. 2. to drive or cause 0
move on\rard ropel; impart motion to. [late ME impell <
L impell{ere) (to) strilce against (somothing), start (it) mov-
= {m- -t + pellere to st.rlke move (something)]
Ln‘lpel lent (im pel/ont), adj. fmpelling. ==n.2. some-
thing that impells; an unpelu.ng ageacy or force. [< L
x’mp]ellenl~ (s. of impelléns) setting in motion, prp. of impei-

ere
im-peller (im pel/or), n. 1. a person or thing that impels.
2. & rotor for transmlu.mg moblon as in a centrifugal pump,
blower, turbine, fluid coupling, ete.
im-pend (im pend”), wni. 1. to be imminent or near at
bhand. 2. to be a threat or menace. 3. Rare. to hang or be
suspended ; overhang (usually fol, by over)., [< L impend(ere)
(to) hang over, threaten]
im-pend-ent (im pen/dont), adj. impending. [< L i{m-
pendent- (s. of xmfnnd?'u) overh:mgmg. prp. of impendere)
—hn-pedmi;;ncc, pc;ggr/ten-c%, > bo - 1
-pen~ (im pen ), adj. 1. about to happen; im-
Enmlnencl) chre.\teninz or menacing. 3. Rare.
ovcrhnngmg ~—Syn. 1.
im-pen-e-tra-bil-i-ty um pen’i !ra bl t8, im/pen-), n,
1. the state or quality of being tmpene:mbh. 2. Physics.
that property of matter by virtue of which two bodies cannot
occupy the same space simultaneously.
im-:-pen-e-tra-ble (im pen/i troa bal), adj. 1. not penoA
trable; unable to be En! netrated, pierced, entored, otc. 2. in-
accessible to ideas, luences, ate. 3. lncapnblo of bemg
comprebonded; unfathomable. 4. Physics. possoessin,
penetrability. [late ME impenctrabel < L (mpcnclrub:l(is) ]
—im.pen/e.tra.bleness, n. —im.pen/o.tra.bly, ady.
im-pen-i-tent (im pen’i t%at), adj. not penitent; obdurate.
[< LL impaenitent- (s. olimpatmwns)] —impen/i-tence, im-
pen/i.ten-cy, im.pen/i-tent-ness, n. —im-.pen’/i-tent-ly, adv,
imper., imperative.

 Im-per‘a-ti-val (im per/s ti“vol), adj. of, pertaining to, or

characteristic of tho grammatical imperative. ~—im-per/a-
ti’val-ly, adv.

666 imperiousness

im-per-a-tive (im per/a tiv), adj. 1. not to be avoided or
ovaded. 2. of the nature of or ¢xpressing o command; com-
manding. 3.Gram, noungorpermmngto:homoodo( tho verb
used in commands, requests, ete. Of. indicative (def. 2), sub-
junctive (def. 1). =, 4. & command. 5, a fact that compels
attention or action; obligation: need. 6.Gram.a. the impera-
tive mood. b. a verb in this mood. 7. an obligatory sta;e-
ment, principle, or the like. [< LL imperdfiv{us)] —im-
er/a. uve ly. ady, -—im-per/a-tive-ness, n. -—Syn. 1.
escapabl ind.ispeumblc. necessary, essontial,
im-pe-ra- tor (im’pa r&/tor), n. 1. an absolute or supreme
ruler, 2. (in Imperial Rome) emperor. 3. (in Republican
Rome) a temporary titie accorded 2 victorious general. <L;
Ses BMPEROR] —im.per-a-to-ri-al (im pcr/o tOr/E ol, -tOr’-)
adj. —im-per/a.to/ri-ally, edv. —im/pe rn/tor-lhnp/ n.
lm -per- cep -ti-ble (un/par sep/ta bal), adj 1. very slight,
gradual, or subtle. 2. not perceptible; not perceived by or
affecting the senses. —n. 3. sOmMer. not capable of being
pcrcolved by tho senses. [< ML imperceptidil(is)] —im/«
per- cci /ti-bili-ty, im/per-cep’ti-ble-ness, n. —im/per-
cep/ti-bly, adv.
im: per cep-tion (un/ or sop/ghan), n o lacl of perception.
im-per-cep-tive (un par sep/tiv), a ; not perceptive;
lacking perception. —im/per.cep-tivZisty, im/per.cep/-
tive.ness, n.
imperf., imperfe
im-per-fect (im pﬂr/ﬂkb). adj. 1.of, pertaining to, or char-
acterized by defects. 2. not perfect; lacking comploteness:
imperfect knowledge. 3. Bot. (of a flower) diclinous. 4. Gram.
designating o tense or other verb formation noting incom-
lotcd action or state, esp. with reference to the past. 5.
being without legal effect. 6. Music. of or relating to
the inuzr\'al of a major or minor third or sixth. Cf. perfect
(def. 12a). ==n, Gram. 7. the imperlcct. tense. 8. any verb
formation or construction with imperfect meaning. 9.3 ver!
form in_the imperfect tense. [< L imperfect(us) unfinishi
(see -2, n:nn:c-r) r. ME :mpar,f:l < MF imparfait < L, as
above] —im-per/fect-ly, ady, —im «per/fect-ness, n,
—Syn l dcrcclive (aulv.y 2. incomplete, underdeveloped;
. complete, developed.
im per fect lble (lnlx/pa,r‘ rok/w bal), adj. that cannot be
/per.fect/i-bil/i.ty, n.
1mper~iec tion (lm/glﬂr fek/shon), n, 1. a flaw or defect.
2. the quality or condition of being imperfect. [ME im-
plerleccw(il)n < LL fmper’eclwn- (s. of tmpzrfcw ) incom-
pleteness
im-per-fec-tive (im/par fek/tiv), Gram. =-adj. 1. noting
an aspect of the verb, as in Russian, that indicates incom-
ploteness of the action or state ab o temporal point of refer-
ence. =-n, 2, the imperfective aspect.. 3. a verb in this aspect.
imper/fect rhyme’/, Pros See slont thyme.
lmper -forate (im pOr/for it, -fo rit/), adj. 1. Also,
er/fo-rat/ed. not perforate; baving no gor!omdon
2 'hilately. (of a number of stamps joined together) lacking
tha perforations usually separating indlvidun snmns —rl
3. an imperforate stamp. —im-per/fo-ra’tion, n.
Im ge) ria (Em pe/nyd). n. o seaport in NW Italy. 35,180

lmpe ri-al' (im p&r/8 al), adj. 1. of or pertaining to an
empire. 2. of or pertaining to an emperor or empress. 3.
chrnctcri:mg the rule or authority of a sovereign state over

ts dependencies. <. of the nature or rank of an emperor or
suprcmc ruler. 5.of a commanding quality, manner, aspect,
etc. 6. domingering; imperious. 7. of or befitting an em-
peror or empress. 8. of special size or quality. 9. (of
weights and measures) conforming to the standards legally
established in Great Britain. —n. 10. a size of printing
or drawing paper, 22 X 30 inches in England, 23 X 33 mcbcs
in America. 11. the top of a carriage, esp. of a diligence.
12, an emperor or empress. 13. any
of various articles of exceptional size 2
or quality. [ME < LL xmpendl(:s) (see
IMPERIUM, “ALl); ME c¢mpeorfal <
MPF] —im. pc/u nl ly, ady, —im-pe’/-
rl n -noss, N
e-ri-al? &lm pér/s al), n, a small,
o ted beard beneath r.ho lower lip.
E< F impériale, n. use of fem. of im-
périal mnm.\u’]

l.m[l)el uR A (i péll"j’e al), n. ‘m-

ria ussian gold coin or y
aeorch 10 rubles gam:l from 1897-1917
worth 15 rubles. [< Russ << ML
imperillis a coin, n. use of LL {mperi-
alis IMPERIAL']

Impe/rial bush/el. Ses urnder bushell (def. 1).

mee/ﬂal gal/lon, a British gallon equivalent to 115
U.S. gallons, or 277.42 cubic inches.

Impe’rial HolZiday, (sometimes Ic& a day of tradi-
tional significance to the entire British Commonwealth, as
the Queen’s Birthday, Victoria Day, ete., but which isnot a
legal holiday.

im-pe-ri-al‘ism (im pér/é a lz/am), n. 1 the policy of ex-
tending the rule or auchornz;o( an_em or nation over
foreign counulu, or of acquiring and hol colonlu and de-
pendencies, 2. advocacy of imperial interests. 3. imperial
government. 4. an imperial system of government. —im-

pe/ri.alist, n., ad). —im-pe’ri-al.is’tic, adj, —im.pe/-
n-.l is/ti.cal.ly, adv.

impe/rial moth/, a yellow moth, Eacles imperialis, h.xv-
ing dotted wlns:s each with a diagonal band of fn.kish
or unale.ak u'y larvae of which feed on me lcavu of

ckory, o

ng:e’r ial al/ley, an frrigated agricultural region in

California, adjacent to Mexico, formerly a part of ths
Colorado Desert: it is largely below sea level and contains the
Salton Sink.

im. eru (im per/al), v.t., -iled, -iling or (asp Brit,) -illed,
-illi to put in peril; eudnnger. —im-per/il-ment, n.
im-.pe: rl-ous (im plr/E as), adj. 1. domineering; dictato-
rial; overbearing: an imperious manner an {mfmous person.
2. urgent; impummvc { ertous need imgmrws(us)
comman ', Tyra 68 IMPBRIUM, -ous -pe’ri-
ous-ly, adv, —hn-pe’ri ~ous-ness, n. —Syn. 1. tyrannical,
despotic. 2.necessary. —Ant. 1. submissive. 2.unnecessary.

Imperial®
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