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Abstract

A reconfiguration manager implemented on a computer or other data processing device

controls the reconfiguration of software or other components of an electronic device such as a

computer, personal digital assistant (PDA), set-top box, television, etc. The reconfiguration manager

5 receives a reconfiguration request, e.g., a software upgrade request from theelectronic device, and

determines one or more device components that are required to implement the sconfiguration

request. The reconfiguration manager also determines, e.g., from information in the request,

identifiers of one or more additional components currently implemented in the electronic device. The

reconfiguration manager then compares the needed and currently implemented components with

previously-storedlists ofknown acceptable and unacceptable configurations for theelectronic device.

If the needed and currently implemented components correspond to a configuration on thelist of

acceptable configurations, the request is approved and the needed components are downloaded to

the electronic device. If the needed and currently implemented components correspond to a

configuration on the list of unacceptable configurations, the request is denied. Otherwise, the
 

reconfiguration manager may indicate that the requested reconfiguration is unknown, or may take

another action such as respondingto the electronic device with a list of other components that would

be required to implement the request.

FAWPDOCS\THM-SPECS\PHA23,706.doc 20 700406
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RECONFIGURATION MANAGER

-FOR CONTROLLING UPGRADES OF ELECTRONIC DEVICES

5 Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to the field of electronic devices, and moreparticularly

to techniques for upgrading or otherwise reconfiguring software and/or hardware componentsin such

devices.

Backgroundof the Invention

For many different electronic devices, such as desktop, laptop and palmtop computers,

personal digital assistants (PDAs), telephones, televisions, set-top boxes and other consumer

electronic processing devices, it is commonfor ongoing developmentefforts to continue to produce

improvements to existing device software or hardware components, as well as new componentsthat

add to or otherwise improve device functionality. Users of such devices often prefer to upgrade their

 
devices incrementally, rather than discard their current devices and purchase new ones. However,

for most contemplated upgrades, it is generally necessary to determine if the new or improved

component is compatible with the rest ofthe device, and ifnot, what other components would need

simultaneous upgrading in order to provide the desired compatibility. This compatibility

20 determination can be particularly difficult if the range ofpossible device configurations is large and

the interaction among device components is complex.

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.dac 1 700406
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A numberof different techniques have been developed for updating components ofelectronic

devices. For example, U.S. Patent No.- 5,155,847 discloses a technique for updating softwareat

remote locations. A central computer system stores the original software, and keepstrack ofall the

software configurations for a number of remote systems. The remote system software is upgraded

5_or otherwise changed based on patches transmitted by the central computer system. However,this

technique generally requires the central computer system to keep track of the particular software
configurations at each ofthe remote systems. Furthermore, the techniqueis not directly applicable

to electronic devices other than computers, and cannotefficiently handle reconfiguration of hardware

components, or hardware and software interdependencies.

Another convention technique, described in PCT Application No. WO 94/25923, manages

the configuration of an enterprise-wide network whichincludes at least one centralized computer and

a plurality of desktop computers. The technique attempts to ensure that each of the desktop

computers has an appropriate set of resources as determined in accordance with a set of enterprise

policies. However, the technique generally assumes that the resources required by each desktop
 

computer are independent, and fails to adequately address situations in which the required resources

are highly interdependent. Furthermore, this technique generally assumes that the information

regarding componentinteractionsis fully specified and built in to the system.

UK Patent Application No. GB 2,325,766 discloses a version management system for keeping

files on remote devices updated to latest versions as determined by a master list maintained on a

20 central server. The updating process in this approach generally invoives adding, amending and

deleting files in their entirety. A significant problem with this approachis that it apparently assumes

either that the files are independentor that any potential conflicting requirements have already been

FAWPDOCS\THV-SPECS\PHA23,706,doc 2 700406
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resolved using other techniques. It fails to provide generalized techniques for ensuring compatibility

among requested components.

A convention technique disclosed in PCT Application No. WO 96/32679 describes the remote

patching of operating code in a mobile unit of a distributed system. A manager host device in the

5 system transmits patches to the mobile unit, and the mobile unit creates patched operating code by

merging the patches with current operating code and switching execution to the natchedoperating

code. However,like the other conventional techniques described previously, this techniquealsofails

to adequately ensure compatibility among software and hardware components for a variety of

different electronic devices.

As is apparent from the above, a need exists for improved techniques for managing

reconfiguration of electronic devices, such that compatibility determinations can be facilitated,

particularly for large and complex device configurations.

Summary of the Invention
 

The invention provides a reconfiguration manager that may be implemented on a computer

or other data processing device to control the reconfiguration of software or other components of

an electronic device such as a computer, personal digital assistant (PDA), set-top box, television, etc.

In accordance with the invention, a reconfiguration manager receives a reconfiguration request, e.g.,

a software upgrade request from the electronic device, and determines one or more device

20 components that are required to implementthe reconfiguration request. The reconfiguration request

can be received directly from the electronic deviceitself, or otherwise supplied to the reconfiguration

manager.

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.doc 3 700406
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The reconfiguration manager also determines, e.g., from information supplied by the

electronic device as part of the request, identifiers of one or more additional components currently

implementedin the electronic device. The reconfiguration manager then compares the needed and

currently implemented components with previously-stored lists of known acceptable and unacceptable

5 configurations for the electronic device. If the needed and currently implemented components

correspond to a configuration on thelist of acceptable configurations, the request is approved and

the needed components are downloaded or otherwise suppliedto the electronicdevice. If the needed

and currently implemented components correspond to a configuration on the list of unacceptable

configurations, the request is denied. Otherwise, the feconfiguration manager mayindicate that the
requested reconfiguration is unknown, or may take another action such as responding to the

electronic device with a list of other components that would be required to implement the

reconfiguration request.

Advantageously, the invention providesefficient techniques for incrementally upgrading or

otherwise reconfiguring electronic devices. The invention ensures that upgrades are compatible with
 

the configuration of a given device before they are implemented in that device, thereby avoiding

problems associated with inconsistent upgrades. Although particularlywell suited for use with

software upgrades delivered over a network, the invention is applicable to reconfiguration of other

types of device components, e.g., hardware components or combinations ofhardware and software

components, and to numerousother applications. These and other features and advantages of the

20 present invention will become more apparent from the accompanying drawings and the following

detailed description.

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.doc 4 700406
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Brief Description of the Drawings

FIG. 1 illustrates the operation of a reconfiguration manager in accordance with a preferred

embodimentofthe invention.

5 FIG.2 is a flow diagram showing processing operations implemented in the reconfiguration

manager ofFIG.1.

FIG.3 is a block diagram of an exemplary network-based computer system which includes

a reconfiguration manager in accordance withthe invention.

Detailed Description of the Invention

FIG. 1 shows a preferred embodiment ofthe invention, in which a reconfiguration manager

10 interacts with an electronic device 12 also referred to as “Device X.” The device 12 may represent

a desktop, laptop or palmtop computer, a personaldigital assistant (PDA), a telephone,television,

set-top box or any other type of consumer electronic processing device. The device 12 includes a
 

number of software components 144, 14B and 14C, corresponding to version 1.1 of a software

component A, version 2.3 of a software componentB, and version 2.0 of a software componentC,

respectively. The reconfiguration manager 10 may be implemented on a computer, a set of

computers, or any other type of data processing system or device.

The reconfiguration manager 10 includes a listing 16 of known configurations, and a

20 repository 18 of software components. Repository 18 may represent, e.g., a database, data

warehouse, physical warehouse or any other type of storage device or element incorporated in or

otherwise associated with a computer or other processing system or device on which the

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.doe 5 700406
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reconfiguration manager 10 is implemented. The repository 18 need not be co-located with the

processing portions of the reconfiguration manager 10. For example, the repository 18 could be

accessed by the reconfiguration manager 10 over a - suitable network connection.

 

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.doc 6 700406
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The list 16 in this example is illustrated in the form of a graph indicating which of a set of

software components supported by the manager 10 are known to work well together or are otherwise

compatible. The list 16 includes identifiers of a number of software components, each represented

by an oval, including components corresponding to versions 1.1, 1.8 and 2.0 of the software

5 component A, versions 1.5 and 2.3 of the software component B, versions 1.0, 2.0 and 3.0 of a

software component C, and version 1.7 ofa software component Z. Each ofat least a mibset of these

components ofthelist 16 may be stored in the software component repository 18. Additional

components not shown mayalso be storedin the repository 18. |

A solid line between a given pair of components in the exemplary list 16 indicates that the pair

of components corresponds to a known “good” configuration, i.e., the components work well

together or are otherwise compatible. The pair including version 1.1 of component A and version

1.5 of component B is an example of a known good configuration. A dashed line between a given

pair of componentsin the list 16 indicates that the pair of components correspond to a known “bad”

configuration, i.e., are not compatible. The pair including version 1.8 of component A and version
 

1.0 of component C is an example of a known bad configuration.

It should be understood that the list 16, although shown in graphical form in FIG. 1, may be

implemented, e.g., as a stored table, set of tables or other type of list in a memory of the

reconstruction manager10, as a portion of a program executed by the reconfiguration manager 10,

or in any other suitable format. Moreover, althoughillustrated in FIG. 1 as indicating pair-wise

20 compatibility among components, thelist in other embodiments could include information indicative

of compatibility between groups of enniltiple components. The term “list” aguiked herein is therefore

intended to include any stored representation of information indicative of component compatibility.

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.doc 7 700406
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A givenstored list in accordance with the invention can be implemented in a straightforward manner,

as will be apparent to those skilled in the art.

In operation, the reconfiguration manager 10 receives a request 20 from the device 12. In this

example, the request 20 indicates that a user of the device 12 wants to upgrade the device to include

5 version 2.0 of software component A. The requestin theillustrative embodimentalso includesa list

ofthe components currently in the device,i.e., version 1.1 of component A, version 2.0 of component

C and version 2.3 of component B. The request may include additional information, such as any

neededinformation regarding the interconnection ofthe components or other parameters associated

with the device. The reconfiguration manager 10 processes the request, in a manner to be described

in greater detail in conjunction with the flow diagram ofFIG. 2, and if appropriate delivers to device

X a response 22 which includes the requested version 2.0 of software component A.

For example, the reconfiguration managerfirst determines whether the requested upgrade,

in this case version 2.0 of component A, is compatible with other components of device X, i.e.,

version 2.3 of component B and version 2.0 ofcomponent C. The reconfiguration manager 10 in the
 

embodiment ofFIG. 1 makes this determination usingthelist 16. In this — list 16 indicates that

version 2.0 of component A is compatible with version 2.3 of component B and version 2.0 of

component C. Asaresult, the requested upgrade is delivered to device 12 as part of the response
22.

FIG, 2 showsa flow diagram illustrating the operation ofthe reconfiguration manager 10 in

20 greater detail. In step 100, the reconfiguration manager 10 obtains information regarding the

hardware and softwareconfiguration of device X, i.e., electronic device 12 of FIG. 1. This

informationis generally included as part of the request 20 sent by the device 12 to the reconfiguration

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.doo 8 700406
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manager 10. In other embodiments, this information may be obtained in another suitable manner,

e.g., from a local database based on a serial numberor otheridentifier of the electronic device.

In step 102, the reconfiguration manager 10 determines that the request 20 includes a request

for a software upgrade, i.e., a request to upgrade to version 2.0 ofcomponent A. It should be noted

5 that, although described primarily in conjunction with software upgrades, the invention is also

applicable to hardware upgrades, and to upgrades in combinations of hardware and software, as well

as to other changesin device configuration. In the FIG. 2 example, the request is for an upgrade to

a particular software component. Other types of requests which may be processed by the
reconfiguration manager 10 ofFIG. 1] include requests for an upgrade to a particular device feature.

Such a feature upgrade may require the reconfiguration manager to upgrade several device

components.

Tn step 104 of FIG. 2, the reconfiguration manager 10 generates a potential upgrade

configuration that will satisfy the received request. The reconfiguration managerin step 106 then

searches through a set ofknown bad configurations. If the upgrade configuration as generated in step
 

104 is determined in step 108 to correspond to one of the known bad configurations, the

reconfiguration managerin step 110 attempts to find a set or sets of potential upgrade configurations

from a set of known good configurations.

If the resulting set ofpotential upgrade configurations is determined in step 112 to be empty,

the reconfiguration managerin step 114 denies the upgrade, since it is known to be incompatible with

20 ‘the current configuration of device X, and communicates this denial in its response to device X. If

step 112 indicates that the set is not empty, a particular set ofupgrade configuration is selected in

step 116, and the upgrade is approved in step 118 as compatible with the current configuration of

RAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.dac 9 700406
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device X. The selection in step 116 may be based at least in part on one or more established criteria,

such as least expensive, maximum improvement in system operating speed, most recently modified,

most energy efficient, or other suitable criteria) The reconfiguration manager or other server

associated therewith then downloads the upgrade to device X in step 120.

5 If step 108 determines that the upgrade configuration as generated in step 104 does not

correspond to a known bad configuration, the reconfiguration managerin step 122 searches the list

ofknown good configurations to determine if the upgrade configuration determined in step 104is

a knowngood configuration. If it is determined in step 124 to be a known good configuration, the

upgrade is approved in step 118, and the reconfiguration manager or other server associated

therewith downloads the upgrade to device X in step 120. If the configuration is not a known good

configuration, the reconfiguration manager in step 130 returnsin its response to the device X an

indication that the requested upgradeis “fuzzy” or unknown, e.g., not knownto bevalid.

Other types of responses that may be generated by the reconfiguration manager 10 include, 
e.g., a response which includesa list of additional components that are prerequisites for the requested

 

“15 upgrade. This type of response may provide a user associated with device X with an option to

downloadall of the components required to implement the desired upgrade.

FIG. 3 shows an example of a system 200 in which a reconfiguration manager in accordance

with the invention may béimplemented, The system 200 includes reconfiguration manager 10 and
electronic device 12 as previously described in conjunction with FIGS. 1 and 2 The reconfiguration

20 manager 10 and electronic device 12 are connected with a numberof server devices 210 and client

devices 212 over anetwork 214. As previously noted, the reconfiguration manager 10 and electronic

device 12 may be implemented as computers or other electronic data processing devices. In this

F:AWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706doc 10 700406
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example, the electronic device 12: includes a processor 220 and a memory 222, and the

reconfiguration manager 10 includes a processor 230 and a memory 232.

The processors 220 and 230 may represent, e.g., microprocessors, central processing units,

computers, circuit cards, application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs), aswell as portions or

5 combinations of these and other types of processing devices. The memories 222 and 232 may

represent, e.g., disk-based optical or magnetic storage units, electronic memories, as well as portions

or combinations of these and other memory devices.

The functional operations associated with the reconfiguration manager 10 and electronic

device 12, as described in detail in conjunction with FIGS. 1 and 2, may be implemented in whole or

in part in one or more software programsstored in their respective memories 222, 232 and executed

by their respective processors 220, 230. The network 214 may represent a global computer

communications network such as the Internet, a wide area network, a metropolitan area network, a

local area network, a cable network,a satellite network or a telephone network, as well as portions

or combinations of these and other types ofnetworks. Reconfiguration manager 10 and device 12
 

may themselves be respective server and client machines coupled to the network 214.

It should be noted that the reconfiguration manager need not receive a reconfiguration request

directly from the electronic device itself. For example, it is possible for the reconfiguration manager

to receive requests from an intermediary, e.g., a server or other designated machine which collects

reconfiguration requests from multiple devices or users and delivers the requests in an appropriate

20 mannerto the reconfiguration manager. As another example, a help desk operator or other human

or machine interface can receive reconfiguration requests from users of electronic devices. In such

applications, information identifying the electronic device, e.g., the device serial number, may be

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.dac 11 700406
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supplied by the user. Information regarding the particular components in the device may be

determined, e.g., by accessing a local database using the device identifying information, may be

supplied directly by the user, or may be determined using combinations ofthese and other techniques.

5 The above-described embodiments of the invention are intendedto beillustrative only. For

example, the invention can be used to implement upgrading or other reconfiguration of any desired

type of software or hardware component, as well as combinations of these and other components,

for any desired type of electronic device, and in many applications other than those described herein. —

The invention can also be implemented atleast in part in the form of one or more software programs

which are stored on an otherwise conventional electronic, magnetic or optical storage medium and 
executed by a processing device, e.g., by the processors 220 and 230 of system 200. These and

numerous other embodiments within the scope of the following claims will be apparent to those

skilled in the art. 
 

20

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHAZ3,706.doc 12 700406
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Claims

Whatis claimedis:

1. A processor-implemented method for controlling the reconfiguration of an electronic

device, the method comprising the steps of:

5 receiving information representative of a reconfiguration request relating to the

electronic device;

determining at least one device component required to implement the reconfiguration

request;

comparing the determined component and information specifying at least one

additional component currently implemented in the electronic device with at least one of a list of

known acceptable configurations for the electronic device and a list of known unacceptable

configurations for the electronic device; and

generating information indicative of an approval or a denial of the reconfiguration

request based at least in part on the result of the comparing step.
 

2. The method of claim 1 further including the step of generating information indicative of

an approvalofthe reconfiguration request if the determined component and the additional component

are consistent with a given one of the known acceptable configurations.

20 3. The method of claim 1 further including the step of downloading the determined

componentto the electronic device ifthe determined component and the additional component are

consistent with a given one of the known acceptable configurations.

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.doc 13 700406
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4. The methodofclaim 1 further including thesteps of.

comparing the determined component and information specifying at least one

additional component currently implemented in the electronic device with the list of known

5 unacceptable configurations for the electronic device; and

 
FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.doc 14 TO0406
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generating information indicative of a denial of the reconfiguration request if the

determined componentand the additional component are consistent with a given one of the known

unacceptable configurations.

5 5. The method of claim 1 further including the stepsof:

comparing the determined component and information specifying at Tenet one

additional component currently implemented in the electronic device with the list of known

unacceptable configurations for the electronic device; and

generating information indicating that the requested reconfiguration is unknownifthe

determined component and the additional component are not consistent with a given one of the

knownacceptable or unacceptable configurations.

6. The method of claim 1 further including the step of transmitting in response to the

reconfiguration request a list of additional components required in the electronic device in orderto
 

implement the reconfiguration.

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the information specifying at least one additional

component currently implemented in the electronic device includes identifiers of each of the

components in a set of components currently implementedin the electronic device.

20

8. The method of claim 7 wherein the identifiers of each of the components in the set of

components are included in the reconfiguration request.

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.doc 15 700406
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9. The method of claim 1 wherein the reconfiguration request comprises a request for an

upgrade ofat least one of a software component and a hardware componentofthe electronic device.

5 10. The methodofclaim 1 wherein the reconfiguration requestis received from theelectronic

device over a network connection established with a reconfiguration manager implementing the

receiving, determining, comparing and generating steps.

11. An apparatus for controlling the reconfiguration of an electronic device, the apparatus

comprising:

a memory forstoring at least one of a list ofknown acceptable configurations for the

electronic device anda list of known unacceptable configurations for the electronic device; and

a processor coupled to the memory and operative (i) to receive information

representative of a reconfiguration request relating to the electronic device; (11) to determineatleast
 

one device component required to implement the reconfiguration request; (iii) to compare the

determined component and information specifying at least one additional component currently

implemented in the electronic device with at least oneofthe list of known acceptable configurations

for the electronic device andthelist ofknown unacceptable configurations for the electronic device;

and (iv) to generate informationindicative of an approval or a denial of the reconfiguration request

20 based at least in part on the comparison operation.
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12. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the processor is further operative to generate

information indicative of an approvalof the reconfiguration request if the determined component and

the additional component are consistent with a given one of the known acceptable configurations,

5 13. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the processoris further operative to download the

determined component to the electronic device if the determined component and the additional

componentare consistent with a given one ofthe known acceptable configurations.

14, The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the processoris further operative to compare the

determined component and information specifying at least one additional component currently

implemented is the electronic device with the list of known unacceptable configurations for the

electronic device; and to generate information indicative of a denial of the reconfiguration requestif

the determined component and the additional component are consistent with a given one of the

known unacceptable configurations.
 

15. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the processor is further operative to compare the

determined component and information specifying at least one additional component currently

implemented in the electronic device with a list of known unacceptable configurations for the

electronic device, and to generate information indicating that the requested reconfiguration is

20 unknown if the determined component and the additional componentare not consistent with a given

one of the known acceptable or unacceptable configurations.

F:A\WPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.doc 17 700406
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16. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the processor is further operative to transmit in

response to the reconfiguration request:a list of additional components required in the electronic

device in order to implement the reconfiguration request.

5 17. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the information specifying at least one additional

component currently implemented in the electronic device includes identifiers of each of the

componentsin a set of components currently implemented in theelectronic device.

18. The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the identifiers of each of the componentsin the set

of componentsare included in the reconfiguration request transmitted by the electronic device.

19. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the reconfiguration request comprises a request for

an upgrade of at least one of a software component and a hardware componentofthe electronic

device.
 

20. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the reconfiguration request is received from the

electronic device over a network connection established with a reconfiguration manager which

includes the memory and processor.

20 21. Anarticle ofmanufacture comprising a machine-readable medium containing one or more

software programs which when executed implementthesteps of:

FAWPDOCS\TH\A-SPECS\PHA23,706.doc 18 700406
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receiving information representative of a reconfiguration request relating to an

electronic device;

determining at least one device component required to implement the reconfiguration

request;

5 comparing the determined component and information specifying at least one

additional component currently implemented in the electronic device with at least one of a list of

known acceptable configurations for the electronic device and a list of known unacceptable

configurations for the electronic device; and

generating information indicative of an approval or a denial of the reconfiguration

request basedat least in part on the result of the comparing step. 
20
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_IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Application of Atty. Docket

YASSER ALSAFADI ET AL PHA 23,706

Serial No.

Filed: Concurrently

Title: RECONFIGURATION MANAGER FOR CONTROLLING UPGRADES OF
ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks

Washington, D.C. 20231

APPOINTMENT OF ASSOCIATES

Sir:

The undersigned Attorney of Record hereby revokes all

prior appointments (if any) of Associate Attorney(s) or Agent(s) in

the above-captioned case and appoints:

GREGORY L. THORNE (Registration No. 39,398)

c/o U.S. PHILIPS CORPORATION, Intellectual Property Department, 580

White Plains Road, Tarrytown, New York 10591, his Associate

Attorney (s)/Agent(s) with all the usual powers to prosecute the

above-identified application and any division or continuation

thereof, to make alterations and amendments therein, and to
transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected

therewith.

ALL CORRESPONDENCE CONCERNING THIS APPLICATION AND THE

LETTERS PATENT WHEN GRANTED SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE UNDERSIGNED

ATTORNEY OF RECORD.

espectfully,

{ -
ack E. Haken, Reg. 26,902
ttorney of Record

Dated at Tarrytown, New York
this 28° day of June, 1999.
F: \WPDOCS\ TH\MdJ25THCO.NCO.doc
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Application of Atty. Docket
A

YASSER ALSAFADI ET AL PHA 23,706 o
. ot

Serial No.

A
6/30/99Mn: . : donFiled: CONCURRENTLY
0

Nh
Title: RECONFIGURATION MANAGER FOR CONTROLLING UPGRADES OF
ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks
Washington, D.C. 20231

AUTHORIZATION PURSUANT TO 37 CFR §1.136(a) (3)
AND_ TO CHARGE DEPOSIT ACCOUNT

Sir:

The Commissioner is hereby requested and authorized to

treat any concurrent or future reply in this application requiring

a petition for extension of time for its timely submission, as

incorporating a petition for extension of time for the appropriate

length of time.

Please charge any additional fees which may now or in the

future be required in this application, including extension of time
fees, but excluding the issue fee unless explicitly requested to do

so, and credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 14-1270.

Respectfully submitted,

 
 

Gregory L Reg. No.
Attorney
(914) 333-9665

  39, 398

F: \WPDOCS\TH\Md25THFO .NCO.doc
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

In re Application of Atty. Docket

YASSER ALSAFADI ET AL PHA 23,706 =
: =|a

Serial No. 2 ea
Ao 25. a

Filed: CONCURRENTLY amoe
onee

Title; RECONFIGURATION MANAGER FOR CONTROLLING UPGRADES orn? 4
ELECTRONIC DEVICES no

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks
Washington, D.C. 20231

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.97

Sir: :

Enclosed is a Form PTO0-1449 and copies of documents listed
thereon. These documents are considered to be relevant in that

they have heen:

considered in drafting the specification of the above-
referenced application;

cited in the specification of the above-referenced
application;: or

cited as an "X" or "¥" document in a foreign Patent

|| Office search report on a foreign counterpart application
a copy of which report is also enclosed.

[Jeaiasea certify that these documents were cited insaid search report not more than three (3) months
ago.

Please charge any fee under 1.17(p) for this Information

| Disclosure Statement to be considered, not exceeding
$240.00, to Account No. 14-1270.

If readily available, English-language counterparts have
been substituted for foreign-language patent documents. This
disclosure is not an admission that any of these documents is
material to or even prior art with respect to the above-referenced
application.

Respectfully submitted,

0
, Reg.
 

 

 
Gregory L. Thorn
Attorney
(914) 333-9627

39,398

S:\TH\Md25THDO. NCO. doc
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Form PTO-1449 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE|Atty. Docket No.
CREV. 7-80) PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

PHA 23,706

Applicant

YASSER ALSAFADI ET AL

Filing Date
INFORMATION DISCLOSURECITATION
(Use several sheets if necessary) CONCURRENTLY

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Ex. Document Filing Date
Int. Number If Approp.

PeeeTereyfe ~ —eae}  

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

Document Country Class Sub- trans.|.
Number class Fves|no

Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw
through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include a copy of this
with next communication to applicant.

 
F: \WPDOCS\TH\MJ2 STHEO. NCO. doc
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFIRGCEo

In re Application of Atty. Docket 
 

YASSER ALSAFADI ET AL PHA 23,706

Serial No. 09/343,607 Group Art Unit: 278%. ©
cs .

Filed: JUNE 30, 1999 S

Title: RECONFIGURATION MANAGER FOR CONTROLLING UPGRADES OF
ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks

Washington, D.C. 20231

LETTER TO OFFICIAL DRAFTSMAN  
Sir:

Enclosed are (3) three sheets of formal drawings

for filing in the above-identified application.

Respectfully submitted,

 
 
 

By.
Gregory L.
Attorney
(914) 333-9665

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING
Therebycertify that this correspondence is being

deposited this date with the United States Postal Service as
first-class mail in an envelope addressed to:

COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

Washington, D.C. 20231. -

on DEPTEMBETL

By1)CU Oh efOea
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