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[57] ABSTRACT 

A terminal of a cellular mobile radio system cooperates with 
a user card and is able to operate in at least two separate 
operating modes, namely a normal mode in which it can be 
used with any user card and a locked mode in which it can 
be used only with the user card to which it is locked, the 
latter constituting a linked user card. To make use of the 
terminal more secure, first locking data is stored in a 
memory area of the linked user card and, in the locked mode, 
the method includes a phase of authentication by the termi­
nal of the user card with which it is cooperating. In the 
authentication phase second locking data is calculated in the 
terminal from the intermediate data read in a memory area 
accessible to the terminal using a calculation function spe­
cific to the terminal, and the first and second locking data is 
compared in the terminal and use of the terminal is autho­
rized only in the event of equality, that is to say if the user 
card with which the terminal is cooperating is authenticated 
as the linked user card. 
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