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filed Jan. 17, 1996, issued Apr. 28, 1998, as U.S. Pat. No. 5,745,569 are hereby incorporated by
reference in their entireties.

37 CFR 1.115 PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313

Sir:

Prior to examination on the merits, please amend this application as follows.
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L IN THE SPECIFICATION

At Page 1, please replace Paragraph [0001] with the following paragraph:

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. Application No. 13/556.420. filed July 24,
2012, which is a continuation of U.S. Application No. 11/895,388, filed August 24, 2007, which

is a division of U.S. patent application No. 10/602,777, filed June 25, 2003, issued February 16,
2010 as U.S. Patent No. 7,664,263, which is a continuation of U.S. patent application No.
09/046,627, filed March 24, 1998, issued Jul. 22, 2003, as U.S. Pat. No. 6,598,162;-whichtsa

28,1998 as U5 PatNo—5;745;543. The entire disclosure of U.S. Application No. 13/556,420,
filed July 24, 2012, U.S. Application No. 11/895,388, filed August 24, 2007, U.S. patent
application No. 09/046,627, issued Jul. 22, 2003, as U.S. Pat. No. 6,598,162, and U.S. patent
application No. 08/587,943, filed Jan. 17, 1996, issued Apr. 28, 1998, as U.S. Pat. No. 5,745,943

5,745,569 are hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties.
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II. IN THE CLAIMS

1. (Original) A method for copy protection of digital information, the digital
information including a digital sample and format information, comprising the steps of:
identifying a portion of the format information to be encoded; generating encoded format
information from the identified portion of the format information; and generating encoded digital

information, including the digital sample and the encoded format information.

2-57 (Canceled).
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