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(57) ABSTRACT 

A repetitively pulsed beacon based mechanism prevents 
interference between wireless communication devices of 
users of a band wireless local area network WLAN, and 
wireless communication devices of ad hoc networks using 
the same ISM band. A beacon generator is installed in the 
vicinity of an access point of the WLAN infrastructure, and 
generates a wireless beacon in a portion of the ISM band that 
does not overlap that portion used by the WLAN. A beacon 
responsive radio control mechanism, installed in each ad hoc 
radio, monitors the beacon channel for the presence of the 
wireless beacon. In response to detecting the beacon, the 
radio control mechanism adjusts the operation of its ad hoc 
radio, to avoid simultaneous use of the same portion of the 
ISM band as the WLAN. In one example, the ad hoc radio 
is adjusted so that it transmits within a selected portion of the 
ISM band other than that used by the WLAN. 
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