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57 ABSTRACT 

An custom page Server is provided with user preferences 
organized into templates Stored in compact data Structures 
and the live data used to fill the templates stored local to the 
page Server which is handing user requests for custom pages. 
One process is executed on the page Server for every request. 
The process is provided a user template for the user making 
the request, where the user template is either generated from 
user preferences or retrieved from a cache of recently used 
user templates. Each user process is provided access to a 
large region of shared memory which contains all of the live 
data needed to fill any user template. Typically, the pages 
Served are news pages, giving the user a custom Selection of 
Stock quotes, news headlines, Sports Scores, weather, and the 
like. With the live data stored in a local, shared memory, any 
custom page can be built within the page Server, eliminating 
the need to make requests from other Servers for portions of 
the live data. While the shared memory might include RAM 
(random access memory) and disk storage, in many com 
puter systems, it is faster to store all the live data in RAM. 

9 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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<head> 
<title>My Yahoo! news summary for <!-- login --></title> 
</ head> 
<body > 

< Center > 
< - - banner : Sun --> 

< -- ad --> 
<!-- nav Oa 
</ Center > 

<table border=1 cellpadding = 4 CellSpacing=O width=100% '> 
<t r > < t d align=center valign=top width='1%' > 
<!-- left Side: n sum --> 3 O2 

<p></td) 
<td align=center valign=top width="100% '> 
<!-- mode bar: "FRONT PAGE --> 
< -- Channel : n Slum --> 

</td) < /t r > 
</table> 

< Center > 
<table border = i cellpadding=2 CellSpacing-C width=100% '> 
<!-- mot d: motin. html --> 
</table> 
</ Center > 
< -- Search --> 

<!-- copyright : sum. --> 

</body > 
</html> 

FIG. 3. 
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