
(19) United States 
US 2003.0172376A1 

(12) Patent Application Publication (10) Pub. No.: US 2003/0172376A1 
Coffin, III (43) Pub. Date: Sep. 11, 2003 

(54) USER CONTROLLED TARGETED 
ADVERTISEMENT PLACEMENT FOR 
RECEIVER MODULES 

(75) Inventor: Louis F. Coffin III, Mountain View, 
CA (US) 

Correspondence Address: 
RICK D. NYDEGGER 
WORKMAN, NYDEGGER & SEELEY 
1000 Eagle Gate Tower 
60 East South Temple 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 (US) 

(73) Assignee: Microsoft Corporation 

(21) Appl. No.: 10/096,022 

(22) Filed: Mar. 11, 2002 

Publication Classification 

(51) Int. Cl. ............................ G06F 17/60; H04N 7/16; 
HO4H 9/00 

OPERATOR 
MODULE 

(52) U.S. Cl. ................................. 725/22; 725/23; 705/14 

(57) ABSTRACT 

Systems and methods for displaying broadcast programming 
and generating points for viewing advertising content 
selected by the viewer. The systems and methods store one 
or more viewer attributes unique to the viewer. These 
attributes define one or more categories of advertising 
content to be displayed to the viewer and the points earned 
from Viewing displayed advertising content. The viewer 
defines one or more categories of advertising to be displayed 
and the methods and Systems Select advertising content, 
either via a operator module delivering or the receiver 
module receiving the advertising content, having a category 
identifier matching the category Selected by the viewer. This 
advertising content is displayed to the viewer and the 
viewer's points are updated to reflect that the viewer 
watched all or a portion of the advertising content. 
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