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7) ABSTRACT

A user interface provides continuous feedback to a user
regarding progress toward completion of a task being moni-
tored in a status dialogue window. In one embodiment, the
progress is indicated by a graphic element such as a progress
bar, whose size is increased to fill a space of predetermined
arca by an amount corresponding to the percentage of the
task completed, and a user is provided with feedback indi-
cated that the computer operating system is performing the
desired task by continuously varying the appearance of the
progress bar. This provides the user with intuitive feedback
that, regardless of any delays in the increase of the progress
bar’s size, the computer is continuing to perform the desired
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