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of a task underway, but rather only indicate that the task is 
Still running. The progreSS-indicating pointer of the present 
invention can take the form of a wristwatch or clock icon 
having a face which is filled, e.g., in a clockwise fashion, or 
the form of an hourglass icon having a portion, e.g., the 
lower half of the hourglass, which is filled in an amount 
proportionate to the State of progress of the task being 
processed. The different States of the icon can easily be 
presented by providing a plurality of bitmaps (e.g., a 32-by 
32 array of pixel elements), and program instructions Select 
one of the bitmaps for the progreSS-indicating Visual pointer 
based on the State of progreSS of the task being processed. 
The progreSS-indicating pointer may be provided in response 
to instructions from the operating System or from the appli 
cation Software. 
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