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noun
sub· sti· tute | \ ˈsəb-stə-ˌtüt  , -ˌtyüt\

Definition of substitute

 (Entry 1 of 2)

: a person or thing that takes the place or function of another

substitute

verb
substituted; substituting

Definition of substitute (Entry 2 of 2)

transitive verb

1a : to put or use in the place of another
b : to introduce (an atom or group) as a substituent also : to alter (something, such as a compound) by introduction
of a substituent a substituted benzene ring
2 : to take the place of : replace

intransitive verb

: to serve as a substitute

 Other Words from substitute  Synonyms  Example Sentences  Learn More about substitute

Keep scrolling for more

Other Words from substitute

Noun

substitute adjective

Synonyms for substitute
Synonyms: Noun

backup, cover, designated hitter, fill-in, locum tenens, pinch hitter, relief, replacement, reserve, stand-in, sub

Synonyms: Verb

change, commute, exchange, shift, swap, switch, trade

Visit the Thesaurus for More 

Examples of substitute in a Sentence

Noun
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you'll be getting a substitute until your regular teacher is feeling better if you like, you can use nuts as a substitute
for coconut in that recipe
See More

Recent Examples on the Web: Noun

Holmes appeared to do the most to help his own cause against Jamaica, creating several opportunities after coming
on as a second half substitute. — Brian Straus, SI.com, "Pulisic, Adams, McKennie Headline USMNT's Gold Cup
Roster; Sargent Cut," 6 June 2019 Think of it as a streaming substitute for the Great White Way. — Edward Baig,
USA TODAY, "Can't make it to the theater? BroadwayHD.com lets you stream Broadway instead," 6 June 2019

These example sentences are selected automatically from various online news sources to reflect current usage of
the word 'substitute.' Views expressed in the examples do not represent the opinion of Merriam-Webster or its
editors. Send us feedback.

See More

First Known Use of substitute

Noun

14th century, in the meaning defined above

Verb

15th century, in the meaning defined at transitive sense 1a

History and Etymology for substitute

Noun

Middle English, from Anglo-French substitut, from Latin substitutus, past participle of substituere to put in place
of, from sub- + statuere to set up, place — more at statute

Keep scrolling for more

Learn More about substitute
Share substitute

Post the Definition of substitute to Facebook  Share the Definition of substitute on Twitter 

Resources for substitute

 Time Traveler! Explore the year a word first appeared 

Dictionary Entries near substitute
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substituent

substitutable

substitute

substitute broker

substitute fiber

substituter

Phrases Related to substitute

substitute teacher

Statistics for substitute

Last Updated

11 Jun 2019

Look-up Popularity

Top 30% of words

Time Traveler for substitute

The first known use of substitute was in the 14th century
See more words from the same century

Keep scrolling for more

More Definitions for substitute

substitute

noun

English Language Learners Definition of substitute

 (Entry 1 of 2)

: a person or thing that takes the place of someone or something else
sports : a player who takes the place of another player during a game

substitute

verb

English Language Learners Definition of substitute (Entry 2 of 2)
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: to put or use (someone or something) in place of someone or something else
: to do the job of someone else or serve the function of something else
: to replace (one person or thing) with another

See the full definition for substitute in the English Language Learners Dictionary

substitute

noun
sub· sti· tute | \ ˈsəb-stə-ˌtüt  , -ˌtyüt\

Kids Definition of substitute

 (Entry 1 of 2)

: a person or thing that takes the place of another

substitute

verb
substituted; substituting

Kids Definition of substitute (Entry 2 of 2)

1 : to put in the place of another
2 : to take the place of another Honey can substitute for sugar in the recipe.

substitute

noun
sub· sti· tute | \ ˈsəb-stə-ˌt(y)üt  \

Medical Definition of substitute

 (Entry 1 of 2)

: a person or thing that takes the place or function of another father and mother substitutes

Other Words from substitute

substitute adjective

substitute

transitive verb
substituted; substituting

Medical Definition of substitute (Entry 2 of 2)

: to put or use in the place of another: as
a : to introduce (an atom or group) as a substituent
b : to alter (as a compound) by introduction of a substituent
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