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Experience: 

2018-present Dean of Libraries Emeritus and Esther Ellis Norton Professor Emeritus 

Purdue University  

2011 - 2017 Dean of Libraries and Esther Ellis Norton Professor 

Purdue University 

2004 - 2011 Dean of Libraries and Professor 

Purdue University 

2000-2004 Assistant/Associate Director for Administration, MIT Libraries 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, MA    

1996-2000 University Librarian and Director, Falvey Memorial Library. 

Villanova University, Villanova, PA  

1978-1996 Director of Library Services  

Indiana University South Bend.   

1974-1978 Associate Librarian, School of Law 

Indiana University Bloomington 

1973-1974 Instructor/Catalog Librarian 

Georgia Southern College (now University) 

Teaching Experience: 

1977-1996 Associate Professor (part-time), School of Library and Information Science, 

Indiana University. Subjects taught: Cataloging, Management, and 

Academic Librarianship. 
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Education:  

The University of Iowa. Honors Bachelor of Arts in History, Religion and Political 

Science, 1972.  

The University of Iowa. Master of Arts in Library Science, 1973.  

Indiana University. Doctor of Philosophy. Concentration: Academic Library Administration. 

Emphasis: Legal Librarianship, 1984.  

Awards and Recognition:  

2017 Wilmeth Active Learning Center/Library of Engineering and Science, Grand Reading 

Room, was announced by President Mitch Daniels, Purdue University, that it would be re-named 
the James L. Mullins Reading Room to honor his leadership and reputation in the academic 

library profession. September 2017. Portrait unveiled December 2017.  

2017 Distinguished Alumnus Award by the School of Informatics and Computing, Indiana 

University, Bloomington. Given June 25, 2017.  

2016 Hugh C. Atkinson Memorial Award, jointly sponsored by the four divisions of the 

American Library Association (ALA), June 27, 2016.  

2015 ACRL Excellence in University Libraries Award, April 23, 2015. 

Named Esther Ellis Norton Professor of Library Science by Purdue Trustees, 

December 11, 2011.  

International Review Panel to evaluate the University of Pretoria Library, February 20-24, 2011. 

Pretoria, South Africa.  

Publications (selected): 

A Purdue Icon: creation, life, and legacy, edited by James L. Mullins, Founder’s Series, Purdue 

University Press, 138 pages, August 2017. 

“The policy and institutional framework.” In Research Data Management, Practical 

Strategies for Information Professionals, edited by Ray, J M. Purdue University Press, 

pp. 25-44, 2014. 

“DataCite: linking research to data sets and content.” In Benson, P and Silver, S. What 

Editors Want: An Author’s Guide to Scientific Journal Publishing. University of Chicago 

Press, pp. 21-23, December 2012. 

“Library Publishing Services: Strategies for Success,” with R. Crow, O. Ivins, A. Mower, C. 

Murray-Rust, J. Ogburn, D Nesdill, M. Newton, J. Speer, C. Watkinson. Scholarly 

Publishing and Academic Resources Coalition (SPARC), version 2.0, March 2012. 
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“The Changing Definition and Role of Collections and Services in the University Research 

Library.” Indiana Libraries, Vol 31, Number 1 (2012), pp.18-24. 

“Are MLS Graduates Being Prepared for the Changing and Emerging Roles that Librarians must 

now assume within Research Libraries?” Journal of Library Administration, Volume 52, Issue 1, 

2012, pp. 124-132. 

Baykoucheva, Svetla. What Do Libraries Have to Do with e-Science?: An Interview with James 

L. Mullins, Dean of Purdue University Libraries. Chem. Inf. Bull. [Online] 2011, 63 (1), 45-49. 

http://www.acscinf.org/publications/bulletin/63-1/mullins.php (accessed Mar 16, 2011). 

“The Challenges of e-Science Data-set Management and Scholarly Communication for Domain 

Sciences and Technology: A Role for Academic Libraries and Librarians,” chapter in The Digital 

Deluge: Can Libraries Cope with e-Science? Deanna B. Marcum and Gerald George, editors, 

Libraries Unlimited/Teacher Ideas Press, 2009 (a monograph publication of the combined 

proceedings of the KIT/CLIR proceedings).  

“Bringing Librarianship to e-Science,” College and Research Libraries, vol. 70, no. 3, 

May 2009, editorial.  

“The Librarian’s Role in e-Science” Joho Kanri (Journal on Information Processing and 

Management), Japan Science and Technology Agency (formerly Japan Information Center of 

Science and Technology), Tokyo, Japan. Translated into Japanese by Taeko Kato. March 2008.  

The Challenge of e-Science Data-set Management to Domain Sciences and Engineering: A Role 

for Academic Libraries and Librarians, KIT (Kanazawa Institute of Technology)/CLIR (Council 

of Library and Information Resources) International Roundtable for Library and Information 

Science, July 5-6, 2007: “Developments in e-science status quo and the challenge”, The Japan 

Foundation, 2007.  

“An Administrative Perspective,” Chapter 14, Proven Strategies for Building an Information 

Literacy Program, Susan Curzon and Lynn Lampert, editors, Neal-Schuman Publishers, Inc., 

pp. 229-237, New York, 2007. 

Library Management and Marketing in a Multicultural World, proceedings of the IFLA 

Management and Marketing (M&M) Section, Shanghai, China, August 16-17, 2006, edited. 

K.G. Saur, Munchen, Germany, June 2007. 390 pages.  

Top Ten Assumptions for the Future of Academic Libraries and Librarians: a report from the 

ACRL Research Committee, with Frank R. Allen and Jon R. Hufford. College & Research 

Libraries, April 2007, vol. 68, no. 4. pp. 240-241, 246.  
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To Stand the Test of Time: Long-term Stewardship of Digital Data Sets in Science and 

Engineering. A report to the National Science Foundation from the ARL Workshop on New 

Collaborative Relationships: The Role of Academic Libraries in the Digital Data Universe. 

September 26-27, 2006, Arlington, VA. p. 141. http://www.arl.org/bm~doc/digdatarpt.pdf 

“Enabling Interaction and Quality in a Distributed Data DRIS,” Enabling Interaction and 

Quality: Beyond the Hanseatic League. 8th International Conference on Current Research 

Information Systems, with D. Scott Brandt and Michael Witt. Promoted by euro CRIS. Leuven 

University Press, 2006. pp. 55-62. Editors: Anne Garns Steine Asserson and Eduard J. Simons.  

“Standards for College Libraries, the final version approved January 2000,” prepared by the 

ACRL College Libraries Standards Committee (member), C&RL News, March 2000, 

pp. 175-182.  

“Standards for College Libraries: a draft,” prepared by the ACRL College Libraries Section, 

Standards Committee (member), C&RL News, May 1999, pp. 375-381. 

“Statistical Measures of Usage of Web-based Resources,” The Serials Librarian, vol. 36, no. 1-2 

(1999) pp. 207-10. 

“An Opportunity: Cooperation between the Library and Computer Services,” in Building 

Partnerships: Computing and Library Professionals. Edited by Anne G. Lipow and Sheila D. 

Creth. Berkeley and San Carlos, CA, Library Solutions Press, 1995, pp. 69-70. 

“Faculty Status of Librarians: A Comparative Study of Two Universities in the United Kingdom 

and How They Compare to the Association of College and Research Libraries Standards,” in 

Academic Librarianship, Past, Present, and Future: A Festschrift in Honor of David Kaser. 

Englewood, Colorado: Libraries Unlimited, 1989, pp. 67-78. Review in: College & Research 

Libraries, vol. 51, no. 6, November 1990, pp. 573-574. 

Presentations (Representative): 

“How Long the Odyssey? Transitioning the Library and Librarians to Meet the Needs and 

Expectations of the 21st Century University,” David Kaser Lecture, School of Informatics & 

Computing, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN, November 16, 2015. 

Presentation at University of Cape Town, Cape Town, South Africa, August 20, 2015. 

“The Challenge of Discovering Science and Technology Information,” Moderator, International 

Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) Science and Technological Libraries Section 

Program, Cape Town, South Africa, August 18, 2015. 

“An Odyssey in Data Management: Purdue University,” International Federation of Library 

Associations (IFLA) Research Data Management: Finding Our Role – A program of the 

Research Data Alliance, Cape Town, South Africa, August 17, 2015. 
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Presentation at University of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa, August 11, 2015. 

Co-Convener with Sarah Thomas, Harvard University, at the Harvard Purdue Symposium on 

Data Management, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, June 15-18, 2015. 

“Strategic Communication,” panel discussion on the Director’s role and perspective on library 
communications at Committee on Institutional Cooperation (CIC) Center for Library Initiatives 

(CLI) Annual Conference, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, May 20, 2015. 

“Issues in Data Management,” panel discussion moderated by Catherine Woteki, United States 
Undersecretary for Research, Education & Economics at 20th Agriculture Network Information 

Collaborative (AgNIC) Annual Meeting in the National Agricultural Library, Beltsville, MD, 

May 6, 2015.  

“Active learning/IMPACT & the Active Learning Center at Purdue University,” Florida Institute 

of Technology, Melbourne, FL, February 11, 2015. 

“Science+art=creativity: libraries and the new collaborative thinking,” panel moderator, 
International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA) 80th General Conference and Assembly, 

Lyon, France, August 19, 2014. 

“Purdue University the Active Learning Center—A new concept for a library,” Association of 
University Architects 59th Annual National Conference, University of Notre Dame, South Bend, 

IN, June 23, 2014.  

“Big Data & Implications for Academic Libraries,” keynote speaker, Greater Western Library 

Alliance (GWLA) Cyber-infrastructure Conference, Kansas City, MO, May 28, 2014. 

“Research Infrastructure,” panel moderator, Association of Research Libraries (ARL) 164th 

Membership Meeting, Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, May 7, 2014. 

“An Eight Year Odyssey in Data Management: Purdue University,” International Association of 
Scientific and Technological University Libraries (IATUL) 2013 Workshop Research Data 

Management: Finding Our Role, University of Oxford, UK, December 2013. 

“Purdue University Libraries & Press: from collaboration to integration,” Ithaka Sustainable 
Scholarship, The Evolving Digital Landscape: New Roles and Responsibilities in Higher 

Education, libraries as publishers, New York, New York, October 2013. 

“Tsinghua and Purdue: Research Libraries for the 21st Century,” Tsinghua University, Tsinghua, 

China, August 2013. 

“Purdue Publishing Experience in the Libraries Publishing Coalition,” Association of American 

University Presses Annual Meeting, Press-Library Coalition Panel, Boston, Massachusetts, June 

21, 2013. 

“Indiana University Librarians Day: Purdue University Libraries Ready for the 21st Century,” 

Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI), June 7, 2013. 

“Purdue University Libraries and Open Access; CNI Project Update,” Coalition for Networked 

Information, San Antonio, TX, April 5, 2013. 
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