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A system and method for providing users with granular
control over arbitrary information that allows for selective,

ABSTRACT

real-time information sharing in a communications network
such as the Internet is provided. In a network including a
plurality of network devices operated by a plurality of users,
a real-time information exchange system for sharing user
profile information between respective users includes a
database management system connected to the network. The
database management system, which may be distributed
across the network, stores the user profile information for a
plurality of registered users of the information exchange
system. The user profile information includes a plurality of
data elements, each data element having an associated one
of the plurality of registered users. Each data element has an
associated group of users to whom access to the data element
has been granted, and users not included in the associated
group of users are denied access to the data element. Each
registered user may selectively control the granting and
denying of access to each of its associated data elements by
other respective user, on an element-by-element, and user-
by-user basis. Further, each registered user may dynamically
create its own data fields.
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