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signals in real time. A transmission rate of a transmission
line is detected, and a selection instructing unit instructs, to
an encoding selecting circuit, a coding method which can
provide coded data having a bit rate corresponding to the
detected transmission rate. In response to the instruction
from the selection instructing unit, the encoding selecting
circuit controls a switch so as to select one of a plurality of
encoders for encoding an audio signal with different coding
methods. Each frame of the audio signal cut out by a frame
cutting circuit is supplied to the encoder selected by the
switch for encoding thereof. Resulting coded data is output-
ted after an ID representing the instructed coding method
has been added to the coded data in a header inserting
circuit.
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