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[57] ' ABSTRACT

The present invention provides compositions and methods
which are useful for the introduction of polyanionic mate-
rials into cells. The compositions are mixtures of cationic
compounds and neutral lipids which are typically formulated
as liposomes. The cationic compounds are quaternary
ammonium compounds wherein the nitrogen has two
attached long chain alkyl groups, at least one of which is
unsaturated. The methods for transfecting cells involve (a)
contacting the polyanionic materials with the compositions
above to form a polyanionic material-liposome complex,
and (b) contacting the complex with the cells to be trans-
fected.

al., Molecular Pharmacology,

Nucleic Acids Research,

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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