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E (&) n, pl. €'s or E's also es or Es 1. The fifth letter of the
i English alphabet. 2. Any of the speech sounds repre-
ed by the letter e. 3. The fifth in a series. 4. Something shaped
¢ the letter E. 5. E A grade that indicates failing status. 6. Music
¢ third tone in the scale of C major or the fifth tone in the
ive minor scale. b. A key or scale in which E is the tonic. 7. e
ematics The base of the natural system of logarithms, having
erical value of approx. 2.71828.

electron

d bbr. 1a. east b. eastern 2. energy 3. Baseball error 4. excellent
ry. ibbr. 1. earl 2. English :

. also, E~ pref. Computer or computer network: e-cash; e-zine.
i- Usage Note at virtual. [< g-MaIL.]

a’d) n. Mythology The Babylonian god of primordial waters.

lian < O Akkadian *hayy-, living.]

ch) adj. Being one of two or more considered individually;
person voted. % pron. Every one of a group considered

ally; each one. € adv. For or to each one; apiece. [ME ech

igle.]

bath. When ‘each follows
ent pronouns
hS/

her pron. Each the other. Used to indicate that a relation-
Aaction is reciprocal: The boys like each other.

! (¢'gar) adj. -gerer, -ger-est 1. Having or showing keen
t, intense desire, or impatient expectancy. See Usage Note
ous, 2. Obsolete Tart; sharp; cutting. [ME eger, sour, sharp,
AN egre < Lat. dcer. See ak- in App.] —ea’ger-ly
-ea’gersness n.

' (&/gar, a’gar) n. Variant of eagre.

beaver n. Informal One who is exceptionally industrious
ea’ger-bea’ver (e/gor-be’var) adj.

n. 1. Any of various large birds of prey of the fam-
tridae, having a hooked bill, keen vision, and long broad
Arepresentation of an eagle used as an emblem or insig-
gold coin formerly used in the United States, stamped
agle on the reverse side and worth ten dollars. 4, A golf
two strokes under par on a hole. % v. -gled, -gling, -gles
00t (a hole in golf) in two strokes under par. —intr.
eagle in golf. [ME egle < AN < O Provengal aigla

a, .
dj. 1. Keen eyesight. 2. The ability or tendency to pay
detail, —easgle-eyed (&/gol-id’) adj.
Any of numerous rays of the famil’y Myliobatidae,
ve jaws and winglike pectoral fins.
. One holding the highest rank in the Boy Scouts.
lit) #. A young eagle.
-@arger (e’gar, a’gor) n. See bore?. [?)
’kinz), Thomas 1844-1916. Amer. painter whose
Max Schmittin a Single Scull (1871).
an (6)/dor-mon) n. The chief magistrate of a district
axon England. [OE. See ALDERMAN. ]
» Charles 1907-78. Amer. designer noted for his
ade.of aluminum tubing and molded plywood.
alr A trademark for a functional chair with seat and
to.the contours of the human body.
inatomy a. The vertebrate organ of hearing, which
€quilibrium as well as senses sound. b. The part of this
xternally visible. 2. An invertebrate organ analo-
€ mammalian ear. 3. The sense of hearing. 4. Sensitivity
€ness to sound, esp.: a. Sharpness or refinement of
00d.ear for harmony. b. The ability to play a passage
lely from hearing it: plays the piano by ear. ¢, Respon-
he:sounds or forms of spoken language. 5. Sympa-
l?le attention. 6. Something resembling the exter-
on.or shape, esp.: a. A flexible tuft of feathers
Y .the~eyes of certain birds that functions only in vi-
Unication. b. A projecting handle, as on a vase. 7. A

C-upper corner of the page in a newspaper or peri-
o Enmisnn? LTand

PRI

C

for new trends or information. in one ear and out the other
Without any influence or effect; unheeded. on its {or
someone’s) ear In a state of amazement, excitement, or uproar.
play it by ear Informal To act according to the circumstances;
improvise. [ME ere < OF éare. See ous- in App.}

ear? (ir) n. The seed-bearing spike of a cereal plant, such as corn,
< intr.v. eared, earsing, ears To form or grow ears. [ME ere
< OF éar. See ak- in App.]

eareache (ir/ak’) n. Pain in the ear; otalgia.

ear canal »n. The narrow tubelike passage through which sound
enters the ear.

ear+drop (ir’drdp’) n. 1. An earring, esp. one with a pendant. 2.
eardrops Liquid medicine administered into the ear.

earsdrum (ir’driim’) n. The thin oval-shaped membrane that
separates the middle ear from the external ear.

eared (ird) adj. 1. Having ears or earlike projections. 2. Having a
specified kind or number of ears.

eared seal n. Any of various seals of the family Otariidae, which
includes the fur seals, characterized by external ears, oarlike front
flippers, and hind flippers for walking on land.

ear-flap (ir/flip’) n. A flap on a cap that may be turned down to
cover the ears.

ear+ful (ir'fool’) n. 1. An abundant or excessive amount of
something heard. 2. Gossip, esp. of an intimate or scandalous na-
ture. 3. A scolding or reprimand. )

Ear<hart (arhirt’), Amelia 18972-1937. Amer. aviator who was
the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean (1932). She
crashed and disappeared in the Pacific Ocean while attempting to
fly around the world.

ear«ing (ir/ing) n. Nautical A short line attaching an upper cor-
ner of a sail to the yard. [Perh. < EAR'.]

earl (trl) n. 1. A British nobleman next in rank above a viscount
and below a marquis. 2. Used as a title for such a nobleman. [ME
erl, nobleman of high rank < OE eorl.]

earelap (ir/lip’) n. See earflap.

earledom (irl’dam) n. The rank, title, or territory of an earl.

ear-less seal (ir/lis) n. Any of various seals of the family Phoci-
dae, marked by short fore flippers, reduced hind flippers for
swimming, and the absence of external ears.

ear+lobe also ear lobe (ir/16b’) n. The soft, fleshy, pendulous
lower part of the external éar.

ear+lock (ir’/lok’) n. A lock of curled hair that hangs in front of
the ear.

ear-ly ((r?1g) adj. -li-er, -li*est 1. Of or occurring near the begin-
ning of a given series, period of time, or course of events. 2a. Of
or belonging to a previous or remote period of time. b. Of or be-
longing to an initial stage of development. 3, Occurring, devel-
oping, or appearing before the expected or usual time. 4. Matur-
ing or developing relatively soon. 5. Occurring in the near future.
< adv. -lier, -liest 1a. Near the beginning of a given series, pe-
riod of time, or course of events. b. At or near the beginning of
the morning. 2. At or during a remote or initial period. 3. Before
the expected or usual time. 4. Soon in relation to others of its
kind. —idiom: early on At an early stage or point. [ME erli < OF
Erlice : &r, before + -lice, adv. suff,; see LY. ] —ear’lisness n.

Early, Jubal Anderson 1816-94. Amer. Confederate general
whose forces threatened Washington DC (1864) but were ulti-
mately defeated by Union troops.

early bird n. Informal 1. A person who arises early in the morn-
ing. 2. One that arrives or takes place early or before others.
[« the expression “The early bird catches the worm.”] —ear!ly-

eagle ray
spotted eagle ray
Aetobatus narinari

Eames chair

.

Amelia Earhart

bird’ (Gr/le-blrd’) adj.

early music n. Western music from the start of the Middle Ages 2 P3¢ boy
to about 1750, including the medieval, Renaissance, and Ba- a pay ou out
roque periods. a ;ar; oo took

ear*mark (ir’mark’) n. 1. An identifying feature or characteris- % ather 6o boot
tic. 2. An identifying mark on the ear of a domestic animal. %  * get o out
tr.v. -marked, -markeing, -marks 1. To reserve or set aside fora . - uthr tu}rﬁge
particular purpose. See Syns at allocate. 2. To mark in an identi- . pit h thin
fying or distinctive way. 3. To mark the ear of (a domestic . F. {1 whs' h
animal) for identification. T pler ;V whic

earsmuff (ir/mif’) n. Either of a pair of ear coverings often at- N ,Emt z v;)smn
tached to a headband and worn to protect the ears. 0 toe 5 about,

N o g ' Wey -
earn’ (iirn) tr.v. earned, earn+ing, earns L;Bkaehbgfﬂ}f S E)%hl b|t

marfarmancs nf camrira lahar ae uinvl 3 Aeaniva A
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soupcon

R

Southdown

\SOUTH AFR)

South Africa

SWAZILAND
aloemfomean*é (4
LESOTHO

thing having the appearance or a consistency suggestive of Soup,  Soussa (soo’zs, -s3), John Philip Known as “the M;
€sp.: a. Dense fog. b, Nitroglycerine. 3, A chaotic or unfortunate 1854193, Amer. composer of Stars and Stripes F,
situation. ~phrasal verb; Soup up Slang To modify sou-sasphone ( $60/z0-fon’, -sa-) n, A large brass
(something) so as to increase its capacity to perform or satisfy,  ment, simjlar in range to the tuba, having a flared be
€sp. to add horsepower to (a vehicle).. —idiom: in the soup adapted to being carried in marching bands, [Afte
Slang Having difficulties; in trouble. [ME soupe < OFr., of Gmc.  Sousa.)
orig. Soup up < soup, material injected into 2 horse to makeitrun  sous-chef (soo’shef’, $00-shéf?) n, pl. sous-ch
faster (influenced by SUPERCHARGE).] -shéf?) The chef who is second jn authority in g
Soupscon (scop-son’, soop’sén’) n. A very small amount; a kitchen, ranking below the head chef. [Fr. ; soys,
trace. [Fr. < OFr., Sospegon, suspicion < Lat, Suspectio, suspection-, chef.] ‘ j
fear < suspectys, P. part. of suspicere, to suspect. See suspecT. ] souse’ (sous) , soused, sous«ing, sousses —1r,1
soup du jour (s60p’ da zhoor?) n., pl. soups du Jour A soup fea- into a liquid. 2. To make soaking wet; drench, 3, T,

tured by a restaurant on a given day. [Fr. soupe du jour ; soupe,  mixture, as in pickling, 4. Slang To make intoxicated,
Soup + du, of the + jour, day.] become immersed or soaking wet. ¢ 5. 1, The act
soup kitchen . A place where food is offered free or at very low sousing. 2a. Food steeped in pickle, €sp. pork trimm
cost 10 the needy. liquid used in pickling; brine. 3, Slan
Soup+spoon (sdop’spéon’) n. A Spoon somewhat larger thana  of heavy drinking; a binge. [ME sousen, )
teaspoon, used for eating soup,. pickle < souz, sous, pickled meat, of Gmc, orig. Se

Soup*y (s6o’pe) adj. -iser, -jsest 1. Having the appearance or souse? (sous) v, soused, sous«ing, sousees A
consistency of soup. 2. Informal Foggy: soupy weather. 3. Infor-  pounce on; attack. —intr, To swoop d ; at
mal Sentimenta), . . . does. € n. Obsolete A SWooping motion of attac|

Sour (sour) adj, sour-er, Soureest 1. Having a taste characteristic Swooping motion, alteration of so
of that produced by acids; sharp, tart, or tangy. 2. Made acid or SOURCE.]
rancid by fermentation, 3, Having the characteristics of fermen-  Sousse (s00s) also Sussah or Syesa (s60”sa,
tation or rancidity; tasting or smelling of decay. 4a, Bad-tem- Tunisia on an inlet of the Mediterranean Sea;
pered and morose; peevish: a sour temper. b, Displeased with times by the Phoenicians, Pop. 69,530, ‘
something one formerly admired or liked; disenchanted. 5a, Not sous vide (so ved?) n, The cooking of various jp, r
measuring up to the expected or usual ability or quality; bad. b, Plastic pouch, [Fr., in a vacuum, vacuum-packed + sous,
Not having the correct or properly produced pitch: a sour note. 6. vide, vacuum. | —sous-vide’ (sdo-ved’) adyj. .
Of, relating to, or being excessively acid soil that is damaging to soustache (sco-tish?) n, A narrow flat braid ip.
crops. 7. Containing excessive sulfur compounds, Used of gaso-  pattern, [Fr. < Hung. sujtss.|
line. ¢ n. 1. The sensation of sour taste, one of the four primary  sou-tane (sGo-tan, “tin?) 5.
tastes. 2. Something sour, 3. A mixed drink made esp. withwhis-  and down the front, [Fr., alteratio
key, lemon or lime juice, and sugar. @ ¢, & intr.v. soured, sours under) of obsolete sottane < Ital. sotta
ing, sours 1. To make or become sour. 2. To make or become tus < sub. See upo in App. :

disagreeable, disillusioned, or disenchanted, [ME < OF sar.] Souster (s60’tor), David Hackett b. 1939, Ame;

~—Ssour’ish adj, ~—SOurly ady. —sourness n, pointed associate justice of the §
sour+ball (sour’bg]’ )} n. A round piece of hard tart candy. south (south) . 1a, The direction
source (sérs, sors) . 1, The point at which something springs  from east; the direction to i
into being or from which it derives or is obtained, 2. The point  pointon the compass 180° clo,
of origin, such asa spring, of a stream or river. See Syns at origin. opposite north. 2. An area or region lyi

3. One that causes, creates, or initiates; a maker. 4. One, such as South a. The southern part of the earth. b. Th

a person or document, that supplies information. 5, PhysicsThe g region or country. 4. South The southern

point or part of a System where energy or mags is added to the States, esp. the states that fought for the Confe

system. 4 v, sourced, sourcsing, sourcees —yy, 1, To specify ~ War. ¢ adj. 1. To, toward, of, facing, or i

the origin of (a communication); document. 2, To obtain (parts ing in or coming from the south. ¢ -

Or materials) from another business, country, or locale for man-  the south, 2. Slang Into a worse or inferior condition, 4

ufacture, —intr. To source parts or materials, [ME < OFr. sourse creased value: stocks thas headed south, [ME<OE siith, Se

< fem. p. part. of sourdre, to rise < Lat, surgere. See SURGE.] - in App.] . :
source book . 1, o Primary document, as of history, literature, South Africa A country of S Africa on the Atlantic an,
or religion, on which secondary writings are based, 2. Acollection  oceans, Orig. inhabited by Khoikhoin, San, and Bant,

of such documents, peoples, it was administered by a unijon of British-and Bo,
Source code 1. Code that is written by a programmer ina high-  nies after 1910, operating under 2 policy of apartheid
level language and can be read by people but not computers, constitution ending white rule was adopted in 1993;. mul
source language 7. The language from which a translationisto  elections were first held in 1994, Caps. Pretoria, Cap )
be made or from which a word js borrowed. Bloemfontein, Pop. 40,436,000, ~~South African o4
sour cherry . 1, A deciduous shrub or small tree (Prunus  South America A continent of the § s
cerasus) having white flowers and tart red fruit. 2, This fruit, North America between the Atlantic and Pacific

SOur cream n. Cream that has been soured artificially or naty- ing from the Caribbean Sea § to Cape Horn,
rally by the action of lactic-acid bacteria, widely used in cooking  adj & .
and as a garnish, . South *amp-ton (south-himp'tan, sou-thimp/-

sour+dine (sdor-den’) 5, 1. An obsolete double-reed instrument S-central England on an inlet of the English Chan
with a soft tone, 2, A mute, esp. one for a violin, [Br. < Ital sor-  Isle of Wight, Pop. 209,192, o
dina, fem. of sording, mute. See SORDINO. | Southampton Island An island of E Nunavut, Cana

soursdough (sour’ds’ } n 1. Sour fermented dough used as entrance to Hudson Ba
leaven in making bread. 2. An early settler or prospector, esp. in  South Atlantic Ocean The § Part of the Atlantic Ocean, exte
Alaska and northwest Canada. [Sense 2 < ap association with ing S from the €quator to Antarctica, -
using pieces of sourdough to leaven bread in the winter.} South Bend A city of N IN NW of Fort Wa

Sour grapes pln. Denial of the desirability of something after  of 4 fur-trading bost est. 1820. Pop, 107,789,
finding that it cannot be reached or acquired. south+bound (south’bound’) adi Go;

Sour gum n. A deciduous tree (Nyssa sylvatica) of eastern North  south by east n. The directi 3
America having glossy, somewhat leathery leaves and soft wood.  tween due south and south-southeast, or 168°45' eas|

Sou-ris {soor’is) A river, c. 724 km (450 mi), rising in § Saskatch- north. ¢ ady, & adj. Toward or from south by east.:
€wan, Canada, and flowing SE in a great loop into N ND then NE south by west 7, The direction or ¢

to the Assiniboine R, jn SW Manitoba, tween due south and south

sourmash n. 1. A mixture of new mash and mash from a preced-  north. ¢ ady, & adj. Toward or from south by west, .;:;

ing run used to distill certain malt whiskeys. 2, Whiskey so dis-  South Careo+lisna (Iir'>-1na) A state of the SE US borde

tilled. on the Atlantic Ocean; admitted as one of the original

sourorange . 1. A spiny evergreen tree (Citrus aurantium) na-  Colonies in 1788, It seceded from the Union.in 1860, pr

tive to southern Viethnam and widely cultivated in varmer ing the Civil War. Cap. Columbia, Pop. 4,012,012

regions, having globose, reddish-orange, highly acidic fruit. 2, Car’oslin’isan (-lin’e-on) adj. & n.

‘This fruit, . South Centraj Niger-Congo ». A branch of the Nige

sour-puss (sour’poos’) o, Slang A habitually gloomy or sullen language family, = .
person. [SOUR + puss,) South China Sea Ap arm of the W Pacific bounded by:SE
Sour salt n. Crystals of citric acid used in cooking, Taiwan, the Philippines, Borneo, and Vietnam, i
Sourssop (sourfssp’) n. 1, A tropical American vergreen tree  South Dakota A state of the N-central US; admitted
(Annona muricatq) bearing spiny fruit with tart edible pulp. 2. state in 1889, The region was split off from ND.at the
The fruit of this tree. . achieved statehood. Cap. Pierre. Pop. 754,844, —Sou
sourrwood (sour’wond’ ) n. A deciduous tree (Oxydendrum adj. & n.
arboreum). of e

astern North America having small white yrn. South+down (50 th’doun’) g, h eﬁ@s £lid
shaped flowers. [So called < its sour-tasting leaves,] sheep ofB:lﬂﬂj(b@f, E%xél m&@ﬁm thatictinalide
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