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A GENUINE MERRIAM-WEBSTER

The name Webster alone is no guarantee of excellence. It is used by a
numberof publishers and may serve mainly to mislead an unwary buyer. 

 Merriam-Webster™ is the name you should look for when you consider
the purchase of dictionaries or other fine reference books.It carries the
reputation of a companythat has been publishing since 1831 and is your
assurance of quality and authority.

Copyright © 1994 by Merriam-Webster, Incorporated

Philippines Copyright 1994 by Merriam-Webster, Incorporated

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Main entry undertitle:

Merriam-Webster’s collegiate dictionary. — 10th ed.
Pp. cm,

ISBN 0-87779-708-0 (unindexed). — ISBN 0-87779-709-9 (indexed).
— ISBN 0-87779-710-2 (deluxe). — ISBN 0-87779-707-2 (laminated cover).

1. English language—Dictionaries.
PE1628.M36 1994
423—dc20 93-32603

CIP

Merriam-Webster’s CollegiateDictionary, Tenth Edition principal copyright 1993

COLLEGIATEis a registered trademark of Merriam-Webster, Incorporated

All rights reserved. No part of this book covered by the copyrights hereon may be
reproduced or copied in any form or by any means—graphic,electronic, or mechani-
cal, including photocopying, taping, or information storage and retrieval systems
without written permission of the publisher.

Madein the United States of America
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730 Messrs. @ metaphrase

Messrs. \'me-sarz\ plofam, (~ Jones, Brown, and Rabinsen> metall- or metallo- camb form TNL, fr. L metallia] : Metg]mes-suage \'mes-wij\ n [ME. fr. AF, Prob, alter. of OF mesnage — phone} eamore at MENAGE] ([4e)}; PREMISE 3b 'me-tallic \mo-'ta-lik\ adj (15e) 1 ay of, relating to, lee"messy \‘me- 
  \ ad) messder: -est (1843) Ls marked by confusion, metal b: made of of containing a metal + having pry ot being, 1        disorder, or dirt: UNTIDY <i ~ room) 2 + lacking neatness or preci- metal 2: yielding metal 9: resembling metal: as ay havets ision ! CARE SLOVENLY <~ thinking) extremely unpleasant or cent andreflective properties blond hairy b: having an neve Ihtrying (~ lawsuits) messi-ly \'me-sa-le\ ady — Messi-ness \'me- ity like that of metal the tea has a ~ taste) 4 ingSE-NoOw\

; : 4? having a§ resonance + GRATING Ca~ voiced b : having an impe: |mes-tieza \mie-'ste-z5\, [Sp, fem. of moestiza] (ea, 1582): a woman who chanic    
 

    

 
 

al quality <a ~ smiled — meé-talsli-cal-Ly \-li-k(a.) \ atidisamestizo ‘metallic (1952): a fiber or yarn made of or coated with Meta,im eo \-()20\ 1, pl 208 {Sp, fr. mestiza, adj. mixed, fr, LL. mix. ? a fabric made withthis uly leyficius, fr. L mixtas, pp. of misesre to mix — more at Mix] (1582): a met-al-lii-er-ous \ume-Cl-fadras\ adj [L. metallifer, fr ™etathperson of mixed blood; speci/'s 1 person of mixed European and Amer- -fer -ferous] (ca, 1656) = jiclding or containing metal Yn phy: iccian \tfean Indian ancestry met-allize also met-al-ize \'me-t? Z\ vt metallized gis, i | Oyasics ‘mestrasnol \'nes-tra-nal, - ON\ om [reths 4 estrogen +--+ pregnane ized; “ablizing also meteal-izeing (1594) + lo coat, treat, qtete . | elt melaP. a4(Cys) + of] 962): a synthetic estrogen CyHy,O; used in oral bine with a metal — met-al-liezastion \wme-t"l-9-"2i-shan\, a*Peony, iecontraceptives
 

Llog-re-phy \,me-rl- fE\ nn LISV] (ca, 1864) + BS
hy

n rteEston e's treatign28] sity Or
ure of metals esp. with the micraseape — Met-alslo, acy OF the | ks) after th 

met past and pasr part of MEET  

  
 
 
 
     

 
 

 

   

   
  

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  

3 a {woremetas or met- prefix (NL & ML, among, with, \ume-tl-"A-prafor\ 9 — me-tal-lo-graph-ic \ma-ladopeg. ice pores ooo)1! alter, fr. meta among, with, afte mith with, OHG me-tablo-graph-i-calely \-ora- i-kla-He\ ady aed wth, the ines7 mit) La: occurring tater than or succession to: after (metestrus) ‘met-al-loid \'me-(1-oid\ in (1832) 1: a nonmetal that cay amit antalony ShilosopH’ b: situated behind or beyond Cmes phaton> <metdearpus) ¢: later with a metal to form analloy 2: an element intermediate in prdite japstract Mor more highly organized or specialized form of <metaxylem> 2 fies between the typical metals and nonmetals TOPer, a iene \.i change ; transformation 3 [metag 8] : more comprehensive ‘metalloid aiso met-al-loiedal \ime-t"l-"bi-d'M\, adj (ca, 1850) 4, eta fast notheri transcending ¢metapsychology> — used with the name ofa di elpline semblingametal 2: of, re ng to, or being a metalloid * Te Mfsue into nner ——H’ to designate a new but related di ipline designed to deal critically with meé-tal-lo-phone \m a-fGn\ nm (ca. 18B3) : a Percussion mye: gals of motherthe original one Cmetamathematicss 4 a volving substitution at instrument consisting of a series of metal bars of varying pitch steel “notes concertia or characterized by two Positions in the benzene ring that are separated with hammers Puck i holoky See tl4 by one carbon atom (meta-xylene) b+ derived from by loss of water met-al-lur-gy \'me-t'l-,ar-jé, esp Brit ma-ta-lare\ [NL Metalluygig jayand ar meQmefaphosphoric acid} metall- + -urgia -urgy] (en. 1704) : the science and tech ory af pi Ir, rated objet phemetabolic \,me-ta-" KY adj (1845) : of, relating to, or based on aly — met-al. Mebeal \meri =ji-kal\ adj — met-allurgien ih inteeel and |we metabolism — met-a-bol-bealdy \li-k(o-He\ udp \-k(o-e\ adv — metab -Ul-sar-jist, esp Brit TEadopay y squora).of Fossil ametab-o-lism \ma- bo li-zam\ n [ISV, fe. Gk merabole tt
 

i havechange, fr. met-alemark \'me-t 1909) 3 any of a fami] i amily thatmetaballeia to change, ft, meta» 4. ballein to. throw more at DEY odi ! dium-sized usu. brightly colored eflytno flat leaves ceelya (1872) 1 a the sumof the Processes in the buildup and destruc cal butterflies that often have metallic coloration on the wings Pie metasormaettsof protaplasr: spect: the cheitical changes in living cells by which met-al-smith \-,smith\ n (140) a person skilled in metalworking avalves changes in
     ae) of small or    

 

 

 
 

 

 
     

   
 

 

Providedfor vital processes andactivities arid new material is  metealeware \-,war, swer\ (1896) : wore made of metal; exp ; mety) pf rock — meta-soted ob: the sum of the Processes by which o particular sub- utensils for household use Hi me ight margiStance is handled in the living body : the sum of the metabolic ac- metalwork \-.wark\ n (ca 1850): the produet of metalworking: = ly a aie nh =tivities taking place ir articular environment the ~ of a lake) 2 + ametal object of artistic crit — metalwork-er \eWar-kor\ a f jeal~ bi ais \ma-4| t METAMORPHOS| SU. used i tbination Cholomerabolisens met-al-work-ing \sWwar-kin\ # (1882) 3 the act or Process of shaping metastas 7w! I Mme-tab-o-lite \-lit\ 9 (B84) Product of metabolism 2: a subs things out of metal
Stance essential to the metabolism of a Particular organism or to a meta-math-e-mat-ics \me-ta-,math-'ma-tiks, -ma-tho-\ on pf bur Hsiae nelabolic process sing in constr (ca, 1890) : a field of study concerned with the formallize \-iz\ vb -lized; -liz-ing vt (1887) « to subject to metab. Structure and properties (as the consistency and completeness, of Ante °—sm ™ vii to perform metabolism — me-tab-o-liz-able \ma-,ta-ba- oms) of mathematic: systems — meta-math-e-mat-i-cal \eti-kall\ a, ‘|lgnant aril reza-bal\ adj moetamere \'me-(3-mnir\ # (ISV] (1877) : any ofa linear sésine of prim vably \- a oan‘metmcar-pal \ane-to-"kiir-pal\ adj (1739) + of, relating to, or being the itively similar Segments into which the body of a higher invertebtate oF metastasize \1fnetacarpus or a metacarpal vertebrate ix divisi ik 

ivisible — meta-mer-ic \me-ta-'mer-ik, “mir-\ adj —"etic al » (1854): a bone of the part of the hand or forefoot be- metamer-i-calely \-i-k(o1G\ daptween carpus andthe phalanges that typically contiins fivemoreor—mestanversism \ma-'ta-ma-ri-zam\,n (1877) : thecondition of having part of the humtry)less elongated bones when all the digits are

 
   

resent or the stage of evolutionary development characterized by a body made laraus and fhe oemeta-car-pus \ume-to-"kiir-pas\ nt [NL]-(1676) ; the part of the hand or up of metameres inetatarsal mn oaforefoot that contains the meticarpals meta-mor-phic \gne-to-"mor-fik\ ad} (1816) 1 sof or relating to metataresus “meta-cen-ter \'me-ta-sen-tar\ on [F metamorphosis 2 ef a rock: of, reluting to, ar produced by metamor. humanfoot or
 

metacentre, fr. méta- meta- + contre
7 ; eats) (1794): the point of intersec-ea, Hon of the vertical through the center  phism — meta-mor-phiscal-ly\-fi-k(s-)e\, ay metaste \ima-"th-Le

meta-mor-phism \-"mor-, gam (1845) 3 a change in the constitue concave upper su
 

   
 

   
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

tion of rock; specif’: a pronounced change effected by pressure, heat, and es eralHII) of buoyancy of a floating body with and water that results in a more compact and more highly erystalline me-tath-e-sis meey |e||* the vertical through the new center of condition metatithenal to tramh buoyaney when the bod displaced meta-mor-phose \-,loz, -fa9\ vb -Phosed; -phos-ing [prab. fr, MEof metacen-tric “\\me-to-kenat rik\ adj : melamorphoser, tr, metamarphose Inetumorphosis, fr, L metamorphosis] phoneme pemis (1798) 1: of orrelating to a meta- w1576) 1 a: tochange into a different physical form esp. by super: Pronunciation | i :t * . center 2 : having the centromere metacenter: f center of gravity, natural means b: to-change stoleliigly the appearance or character of different kines ofmes) * * medially situated so that the two chro- 2 center of buoyancy, 3 new ? TRANSFORM <you are si metamorphosed | can hardly think you my, tholecules, — aed ;|, M mosomal arms are of roughly equal canter of buoyancy whenfloat. master —Shnk.> 2: to cause (rock) to, lindergo metamorphism ™~ vi \stile\, ed — 4 Nei) |||). - length — metacentric 4 ing body ts displaced, 4 point 1: to undergo metamorphosis 2: to become transformed syn see meta-tho-racic ‘nh meta-cer-car-ia \ume-ta-()sor-"kar-e of intersection TRANSFORM Situated in or aeaa a thers\ on iNT ‘) (1928) : a tailless metasmor-phovsis \yme-to-'mar-fa-sas\ 1, pl -pho-ses \-,se2\ [L., fr. Gk metatho-rax \| encystedlate larva of 4 digenetic trematode that is usu. the farm which metamarphdsis, fr. metamorphoun to transform, fr, meta } morphé ment of the the:na is infective for the definitive host — metascer-car-ieal \-B-al\ aly form] (1533) 1 9: change of physical form,structure, or substance metaex: y-lem N zil -, meta-chro.mat-ic \-kro-'ma-tik\ adj (1876) 1 3 stitining or character- esp. by supernatural means bt a striking alteration in. appearance, that differentiates |1 a ized by staining in adifferent color or shade from whut is typical (-~ charagter, or circumstances 2: 4 marked anc more or less abrupt | cally by broader tBranules i bacterium) 2 : having the capacity to stain different developmental change in the form or, structure of an animal (as a bul Mmeta-zo-al \-'20- :boa ell OFtissue in different colors or shades (=~ stuins> terfly or a frog) oveurring subsequent to birth or hatching oe Metazoans 54 - \‘e-thiks\ n pl but usu site in constr (1949) = the st udy of met-analyssis \me-ta-'na-la-sas\ n (1914) + a reanalysis of the diviston
a

Mela-no-an \: ai proup (MetazodPosed of cells diffe,
6 Of ethical terms, the nature of ethical judgments, and the between sounds or worypes of ethical arguments — meta-eth al \-thi-kal\ aefjet meta-fle-tion \-"fik-shan\ n (1978):

 

ds resulting in different constituents (as in the
t development of an apron a Napron.ction which refers fo of takes as meta-nep!
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] \ vcalttis\ mn, pl -roi \-froi\ (NL,fr. meta 4. Gk cavity lined with s{Bey iis subject fictional Writing, and its conventions — metafiction-al vepliros kidney — more at NEPHRITIS) (1884)+ether member of the ‘mete \'mat\ vt min \-shnal, -sha-nl\ ad} — meta ic-tion-ist \-shlo-Jnist\ 4 final and most caudal Pair of the three successive pairs of vertebrale inezzan to measurt,‘| meta-gabaxy \-'gu-lak-se\ O1SV}(1930) : the entire system of galax- renal organs that functions ay a Permanent adult id sy in reptiles, (bef. 12c) 1 archt. iy jest UNIVERSE— meta-gadacetic \-go-'lok-tik\ cd} birds, ancl mammals but is not Present-at all in lower forms — compure USU. Liseédl with Out, by p meta-gen-e-sis \-Ye-na-sas\ n CNL] (co. 1864) + alternation of genera- MESONEFHROS, PRONEPHROS — metaneph-ric \-frik\ adj : ‘mete n (ME, fr} i Hons in animals; esp: regular alters ion Of a sexual and an asexual metaphase \'ine-ta-faz\ a UISV) (1887) + the Stage of mitosis and me-tenm-psReneration meta-ge-net, \-i3-'ne-tik\ wed meiosis in which the chromosomes become arranged in the equatarial Melempsychasis, f !a || 'met-al \'me-tl\ n, often attrib [ME,fr, OF, fr, Lometallum ming, metal, planeof the spindle Ieta- —- empsych)FL fr. Gk metalion| (de) 1: any of various opaque, fusible, ductile, and metaphase Plate a (1939) : a section in the equntorial planc of the (1591) = the pass)| * typically lustrous substances that fre good conductors of clectricity metaphase spindle having the chromosomes oriented uponit inhin or animaland heat, form cations by Joss of electrons, and yiekl basie oxides and met-a-phor \'me-ta-for alsa efor, in [MF or L; MF metaphore, {t. L mhet-en-cephea-LotF hydroxides; esp: one that js a chemical element as distinguished from inetaphora, fr, Gk, fr. metapherein to transfer, fr. meta- -- pherein to interior segmentoe — analloy 2 a: mMern * the material or substance out of which bear — more at pEAR] (1533) 1: figure of speechin. which » word of sponding part of: a person or thing is meg 3; glass in its molten state 4 A> printing Phrase literally denoting one kind of Object or iden is used in place of — meten-ce-ph.ail” type metal b+ matter set in metal type 33 ROAD METAL 6: HEAVY another to suggest a likeness or analogy between them (as in drowntlig Meteor \'mé-te-eal METAL in money); broadly + figueative language — compare simiLE 2 1 a) Gk metedron, fr.ite : >metal vt -aled or -nlled; ~al-ing or -alling (1610); to cover or fur- object, activity, or idea treated as a metaphor : sympor, 2 — mete Geirein to ft] (15a . a nish with metal phor-ic \,me-to-far-ik, - iir-\ or met-a-phor-i-eal \-i-kal\ adj — met + Snowfall) 2 a:ian * meta-lan-guage Vme-ta-lag-ewii\ 1 (1896) : a language used 1talk a-phordec: ay tem that are direae about language met, is-,fat\ n [ISV] (1833): a salt or ester of 4 tional heating, of' - meta-lin-gu if : Of or relating to a metaphosphorie acid Droduced by the7 ¢ mMetalan Biuistics meta-phos-pho-ric acid \nifiis-‘for-ik-, -"far-; -fas-f(a-)rik-\ nm (1833) Mete-orde \me-ee, et meta-lin-guissties \tiks\ in pl but sing in constr (1949) ¥ q branch of 1 a glassy solid acid HPOor (NPQ),, formed by heating orthophos- Nved from the ei, ' linguistics that deals with the relation between language and other Phorie acid Meteor b: reseq; cultural factors in asociety meta-phrase \'me-to-fraz\ n (1640): a literal translation brilliance (a ~~ ng
' Ny
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