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[57] ABSTRACT 

A method and system in a data processing system, hav­
ing a plurality of users enrolled therein and having a 
number of electronic mail objects which may be trans­
mitted and received within the distributed data process­
ing system, are provided for ensuring a specific re­
sponse to a selected electronic mail object by a recipient 
thereof within the data processing system. The method 
and system include designating an electronic mail ob­
ject as requiring a specific response and then transmit­
ting the electronic mail object to a recipient. The recipi­
ent of the electronic mail object is prompted for a spe­
cific response in response to the recipient opening an 
electronic mail object and is prohibited from perform­
ing a selected action until the specific response has been 
entered by the recipient. 
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